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Painted Trillium (Trillium undulatum), Spruce Bog Trail, Algonquin Park, 26 May 
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Editor's Notes.....
Happy 100th Anniversary everyone! Don't you feel old! Seriously, this is a major milestone for this Club that 
began as the Hamilton Bird Protection Society in 1919.  I have so much to say here and so little room.
There as so many things happening in 2019; the publication of the HNC 100th Anniversary book, revisions 
to both the HSA Bird Checklist as well as the Date Guide, our Celebration Dinner at the Liuna Station on 2 
November (see back page) and 100 events planned for the year, including talks, walks, nature counts and other 
outings (shaded events in the Dates to Remember section).
Take note of our new centennial logo on the front and back covers designed by Becca Serena. Real fine I think. 
Barry Cherriere has also submitted a centennial logo which we will use in future issues. 
There are several concerning current issues for naturalists. Of course climate change is so overwhelming, but we 
must do what we can to save this earth. Locally, the Ford Government, no surprise at all, has shown a substantial 
lack of respect for the environment. The proposed obliteration of the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario is 
telling. See no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil. There is an excellent article on page 113 detailing this very sad state 
of affairs with instructions of what you can do to register your objections. In the same vein from this government is 
the proposed slaughter of Double-crested Cormorants in Ontario disguised as a game hunt. This absurd proposal 
is well de-bunked on page 104. Again your voice is needed to let those in charge know how "lame" this proposal is.
I have run out of room so time to let you start reading all of the articles in this publication!

Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count 2018
by Bill Lamond

The Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count marked its 45th year 
in 2018. It may have been the best fall count of all time on 4 

November. Although the species total of 145 was far below the 
2014 record of 153 species, there were three new species added to 
the cumulative Count total and several other notable sightings.

The addition of three new species to the Count after 44 years 
is quite remarkable. The highlight of these three was a Black-
throated Gray Warbler at LaSalle Park, the 5th record of this 
vagrant to the Hamilton Study Area (HSA). This individual was 
found on 3 November by Brete Griffin and it was observed and 
photographed by many over its stay until at least 13 November. 
On Count day it was observed by Ross and Graham Wood in their 
area, as well as by many visiting birders. Also new to the count 
was a female Dickcissel found at an Oakville feeder by Andrew 
Don, Mike Norton, Mourad Jabra and Rob Palin. Andrew relates 
the discovery: 

"I asked Mourad the day before if I could count the birds at 
his feeder for the count as I know he gets a lot of birds as 
he has real nice feeder setup. He agreed to meet us in the 
morning and we went there at 8 a.m. While he was getting 
more feed, Mike says ‘that sparrow has yellow!’ I put my 
binoculars on it and could see it was a Dickcissel! A couple 
expletives were given and then Mourad sees us going nuts 
and we showed him his special bird." 

The third new species was a Black-and-white Warbler found by 
Brian Wylie in scrubby growth near the McMaster helipad in 

Dundas. It seems hard to believe that this species had not been 
recorded in the previous 44 years. Just a chance thing I suppose, as 
it is not a gross rarity in November in Hamilton; there are two late 
November records for the HSA as well as three December records.

Other notable records were the 2nd Count records of Virginia 
Rail (Kerncliff Park - two calling birds), American Bittern 
(Stormwater pond at Brant St & QEW), and Blackburnian 
Warbler (Sedgewick Park); the 3rd Count records of Pacific Loon 
(Van Wagners Beach), Barred Owl (Bronte Creek) and Northern 
Parula (two at Sedgewick Park); the 4th Count record of Chestnut-
sided Warbler (Sedgewick Park); and the 6th Count record of 
White-eyed Vireo (Rattray Marsh). Other good sightings were 

Alan Wormington at the Tip of Point 
Pelee - 12 May 2016 - photo Jean Iron.
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both Pomarine and Parasitic Jaegers at Van Wagners Beach, Red-
headed Woodpecker at a feeder in Mississauga, Lincoln’s Sparrow 
at Bronte Creek, American Redstart at Bronte, two different 
Swainson’s Thrushes, seven (!) Orange-crowned Warblers and 

five Nashville Warblers.

Regarding warblers, it 
was a phenomenal day. 
In addition to the eight 
species above, Yellow-
rumped Warbler and 
Common Yellowthroat 
were also observed. That 
makes for 10 species of 
warbler on the day. That 

is the greatest number 
of warbler species ever 

recorded on a fall count, besting the nine species observed in 
1980. 

It was a fairly good year for 
finches with six species recorded. 
Both Evening Grosbeak and 
Common Redpoll were observed 
for the first time since 2014 and 
Pine Siskins were numerous, 
being tallied by at least 22 parties.

Numbers of most species seemed 
about average. However, there 
were a few species that had record-high totals. Not a surprise that 
Trumpeter Swan was in this group; this species is on the increase 

as a breeder in Ontario. Cooper’s 
Hawks were also at record levels 
with 41 observed, and it is no 
surprise that Merlins were in 
this group too with 14 seen. Also 
record-high was Northern Saw-
whet Owl. However, there is an 
asterisk with this record as all 
of these nine owls were banded 
overnight at Ruthven Park. A 
few other species were tallied in 
high numbers although not at 
record levels. These species were 

Bonaparte’s Gull, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Eastern Phoebe, 
Tufted Titmouse and Carolina Wren.

Misses on this Count were moderate in number. Species that 
are usually observed but missed included Brant, Blue-winged 
Teal, Ring-necked Pheasant, Pectoral Sandpiper, Wilson’s Snipe, 
Gray Catbird and Eastern Meadowlark. However, of this group, 
pheasant, Pectoral Sandpiper, snipe and meadowlark have 
declined dramatically and really are not to be expected on a 
yearly basis. Nonetheless, of these missed species, both Brant and 
Gray Catbird were Count Period birds (seen day before or day 
after Count but not on Count day) and there were three other 
Count Period birds: Little Gull, Osprey and Black-throated Blue 
Warbler (another warbler!).

Many birders reported that there were fewer birds in their areas 
compared to most years. I would have to agree with this as my 
area in Brantford was certainly lacking in its usual abundance of 
sparrows. Paul Smith had an interesting day.

"This was one of the most depressing counts I have ever been 
on. The weather was nice and the sights were, as always, 
awesome. But the people! There were hundreds of cars in 
the Webster's and Tews Falls parking lots, also parking on 
the grass along the roads. Many were ticketed. There were 
literally thousands of people on the trails between them. 
It is usually a pleasant walk along the road into Webster's 
when we count what is in people's yards, but today there 
was a steady stream of cars coming and going. This was 
the first weekend without a bus shuttle from Christies and 
the pleasant weather obviously brought people out. I look 
forward to the next cold wet miserable Count day! The 
birds were in inverse proportion to the people. To end on 
a positive note, the shrike was a nice way to end the day." 

Despite this, only Killdeer was in record-low territory with a 
paltry seven observed. This breaks the all-time low of 19 in 2015. 
Count numbers of this species have been low for the last five 
years which could indicate a decline in the Killdeer. However, 
there were 258 in 2013 so random chance could be at play in the 
recent low numbers. Also in low numbers were American Coot 
at 44 which is the lowest total since 1988. Surprisingly there were 
none at Mountsberg Reservoir where in the past there were often 
hundreds on the fall count. Similarly, Ring-billed Gull was in low 
numbers. Now at 4,496, you wouldn’t say there was a dearth of 
Ring-billed Gulls but there has been a steady decline in fall count 
numbers in the last decade. Gone are the years where 10,000+ 
were routinely observed.

So, was this the best Count 
of them all? Hard to compare 
between years but it certainly 
was a great day. There were 15 
“Significant Species” observed 
on this year’s Count – a new 
record. “Significant Species” 
(SS) are those that have been 
observed on 20% of Counts or 
fewer. Thus, for a count in its 
45th year, those species seen 
in nine years or fewer are so 
designated as “SS”. I think the 
number of “SS” is a very good 
measure of how good the Count 
is. The previous high “SS” total 
was 14 in 1975 and in 2014. 
There were 11 “SS” in both 2006 and 2012. Species totals is also 
obviously a good measure of how good a count is. This year there 
were 145 species recorded. This is the 4th highest total following 
the 153 in 2014, the 149 in 2012, and the 147 in 2006. These four 
Counts since 2000, plus the 1975 Count, are very comparable and 
there is little to choose among any of them.

Once again in 2018 there was the highly unusual situation of many 

Black-throated Gray Warbler at LaSalle 
Park, 4 November 2018 - photo Ed McAskill.

Chestnut-sided Warbler at 
Sedgewick Park, 8 November 2018 - 

photo Paul Strong.

Northern Parula at Sedgewick 
Park, 10 November 2018 - photo 

Gord Watts.

American Kestrel at Windermere 
Basin, 4 November 2018 - photo 

Bob Curry.
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trees still holding their leaves on Count day, just like last year and 
in 2014. Luc Fazio noted this too in his area along the Oakville 
Shoreline where most trees still retained 90% of their leaves. The 
reason for this has to be the lack of cold nights prior to the fall 

count. Even though average daytime temperatures in October 
were likely lower than average, there was little frost overnight. I 
can’t think of any other explanation. It is 19 November as I write 
this and the White Birch in my front yard still has a few leaves on 
it and the Shumard Oak is almost fully in-leaf. The backyard has 
trees in a similar state. This never used to happen as I remember 
it, but it has happened three times in the last five years. There 
must be some aspect of global warming causing this. This is a 
changing world.

I would like to thank all the participants on the Wormington 
Count this year. There was a record number of birders this year 
with 176 in 75 parties. I am greatly encouraged by this trend. 
Obviously, this is a good thing for a bird census, but I think the 
increase in participation must also reflect a growing awareness 
of nature and the environment. This is vital if we are ever to slow 
and reverse the corrosive effects we humans are having on this 
world.

2018 RESULTS
Area Covered: Selected areas within a 40.2km radius (25 miles) 
of Dundurn Castle, Hamilton, 
Ontario (Hamilton Study Area-
HSA) including: the Lake Ontario 
shoreline from Port Credit to 
Beamsville; the Conservation 
Areas of Beamer, Berry, Binbrook, 
Burns, Confederation, Felker’s 
Falls, Fifty Point, Iroquois Heights, 
Mountsberg, Dumfries, Valens, 
Dundas Valley, and Spencer Gorge; 
Grass, Islay, Puslinch and Mohawk 
Lakes; Bronte Creek Provincial 
Park; Scotch Block Reservoir; 
Cootes Paradise; Woodland and 
Hamilton Cemeteries; King’s Forest; 
Esquesing, Crawford, Rockton, Patterson, Hyde and Frank Tracts; 

Bronte, Rattray, Middletown, and 
Van Wagners Marshes; Grimsby 
Wetlands; Courtcliffe Park; Rock 
Chapel Sanctuary; Kerncliff Park, 
City View Park, Lowville Park; 
Ruthven Park, Waterworks Park; 
Shell Park; Green Lane Wetland; 
Brantford Landfill; Six Nations 
Indian Reserve; Beverly Swamp; 
Hamilton Harbour; Windermere 
Basin; Hespeler Mill, Milton Town 
& Tollgate Ponds; Smithville and 
Cainsville Sewage Ponds; Borers, 
Ancaster, Stoney, Bronte, and 
Oakville Creek ravines; Red Hill, 
Dundas, and Hendrie Valleys; and 
the Grand River from Cayuga to Cambridge.

Sunday, November 4, 2018:  6:15 a.m. (owling) to 5:15 p.m. 
Weather at Hamilton Airport: Temperature -1.3oC at sunrise 
(-3oC at Mountsberg), increasing to a high of 5.7oC at 11:00 a.m. 
(up to 9oC at York at 2:00 p.m.). Wind speed 9km/h from the NNE 
at dawn, increasing to 25km/h at noon from the N. Sky clear in 
morning becoming totally overcast by noon in most areas. 176 
observers in 75 parties. Total party-hours: 432.4.

Species: Underlined totals are record-high numbers unless 
denoted as low. Numbers in brackets following underlined totals 
give the previous high count followed by the year(s). Capitalized 
species require documentation for the Ontario Bird Records 
Committee. Underlined species require documentation for the 
Hamilton Bird Records Committee either as date or geographic 
rarities based on the updated Date Guide to the Birds of the 
Hamilton Area (to be published in 2019). Italicized/bolded 
species are “significant species” – species seen on 20% of counts 
or fewer.

Cackling Goose 2; Canada Goose 9,536; Mute Swan 138; Trumpeter 
Swan 108; Tundra Swan 14; Wood Duck 55; Gadwall 368; American 
Wigeon 279; American Black Duck 126; Mallard 3,513; Northern 
Shoveler 81; Northern Pintail 23; Green-winged Teal 242; 
Canvasback 64; Redhead 396; Ring-necked Duck 234; Greater 
Scaup 1,198; Lesser Scaup 212; Surf Scoter 268; White-winged 
Scoter 975; Black Scoter 143; Long-tailed Duck 5,895; Bufflehead 
637; Common Goldeneye 842; Common x Barrow's Goldeneye 1; 
Hooded Merganser 342; Common Merganser 154; Red-breasted 
Merganser 2,095; Ruddy Duck 759; Ruffed Grouse 2; Wild Turkey 
47; Pied-billed Grebe 19; Horned Grebe 8; Red-necked Grebe 9; 
Rock Pigeon 1,925; Mourning Dove 1,325; American Coot 44; 
Virginia Rail 2; Sandhill Crane 44; Killdeer 7 (low) [19 - 2015]; 
Hudsonian Godwit 1; Dunlin 18; White-rumped Sandpiper 1; 
American Woodcock 2; Greater Yellowlegs 54; Lesser Yellowlegs 
4; Pomarine Jaeger 1; Parasitic Jaeger 1; Bonaparte’s Gull 168; 
Ring-billed Gull 4,496; Herring Gull 1,968; Lesser Black-backed 
Gull 1; Great Black-backed Gull 32; Red-throated Loon 3; Pacific 
Loon 1; Common Loon 18; Double-crested Cormorant 296; 
American Bittern 1; Great Blue Heron 98; Black-crowned Night-
Heron 3; Turkey Vulture 153; Bald Eagle 25; Northern Harrier 

Dickcissel at Oakville feeder, 4 November 2018 - photo 
Joanne Redwood.

Lincoln's Sparrow at Bronte 
Creek P.P., 4 November 2018 - 

photo Mike Norton.

Red-headed Woodpecker 
juvenile at Crozier Ave, 

Mississauga - 4 November 2018 - 
photo Bruce Kennedy.
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13; Sharp-shinned Hawk 19; Cooper’s Hawk 41; Northern 
Goshawk 2; Red-shouldered Hawk 2; Red-tailed Hawk 296; 
Rough-legged Hawk 2; Golden Eagle 1; Eastern Screech-Owl 24; 
Great Horned Owl 18; Snowy Owl 2; Barred Owl 1; Long-eared 
Owl 2; Northern Saw-whet Owl 9 (all banded at Ruthven) (7-
2010; 7-2016); Belted Kingfisher 35; Red-headed Woodpecker 1; 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 200; Downy Woodpecker 344; Hairy 
Woodpecker 98; Northern Flicker 25; Pileated Woodpecker 6; 
American Kestrel 21; Merlin 14; Peregrine Falcon 4; Eastern 
Phoebe 11; Northern Shrike 4; White-eyed Vireo 1; Blue-headed 
Vireo 2; Blue Jay 1,297; American Crow 1,395; Common Raven 
20; Horned Lark 56; Black-capped Chickadee 2,089; Tufted 
Titmouse 15; Red-breasted Nuthatch 103; White-breasted 
Nuthatch 331; Brown Creeper 44; Carolina Wren 116; Winter 
Wren 18; Golden-crowned Kinglet 162; Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
37; Eastern Bluebird 213; Swainson's Thrush 2; Hermit Thrush 
23; American Robin 947; Northern Mockingbird 23; European 
Starling 8,247; Cedar Waxwing 620; House Sparrow 1,938; 
American Pipit 148; Purple Finch 28; House Finch 386; Common 
Redpoll 12 ; Pine Siskin 120; American Goldfinch 1,559; Evening 
Grosbeak 15; Snow Bunting 38; Black-and-white Warbler 1; 
Orange-crowned Warbler 7; Nashville Warbler 5; Common 
Yellowthroat 1; American Redstart 1; Northern Parula 2; 
Blackburnian Warbler 1; Chestnut-sided Warbler 1; Yellow-
rumped Warbler 11; BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER 1; 
Eastern Towhee 3; American Tree Sparrow 213; Chipping Sparrow 
7; Field Sparrow 5; Fox Sparrow 45; Song Sparrow 110; Lincoln's 
Sparrow 1; Swamp Sparrow 35; White-throated Sparrow 259; 
White-crowned Sparrow 19; Dark-eyed Junco 1,505; Northern 
Cardinal 846; Dickcissel 1; Red-winged Blackbird 2,229; Rusty 
Blackbird 40; Common Grackle 62; Brown-headed Cowbird 842; 
Total: 145 species; 66,884 individuals.
Count-Period Birds: (seen day before or day after the Count 
but not on Count day) Brant, Little Gull, Osprey, Gray Catbird, 
Black-throated Blue Warbler.

Observers: Alfred Adamo, Amanda Anstice, Isabel Apkarian, Sarah 
Auld, Glenn Barnett, Glenn Barrett, Kim Barrett, Naomi Barrett, Gerten 
Basom, Terry Basom, Alison Berezuk, Judith Bishop, Jim Bowman, Rob 
Buchanan, Jason Bracey, Duane Brown, Lyn Brown, Wayne Bullock,  
Kirsten Burling, Jim Burrell, Mike Cadman, Simon Carter, Barb 
Charlton, Curtis Combdon, Peter Coo, Mark Cranford, Rob Crawford, 
Carol Croke, Robert Curry, Janet Dance, Ken Dance, Bill Davis, Donna 
DeBruin, Marco DeBruin, Mike Delorey, Ross Dickson, Karen Dieroff, 
Keith Dieroff, Karl Dix, Rob Dobos, Holly Dodds, Andrew Don, Dave 
Don, Gillian Donovan, Cheryl Edgecombe, Kathy Ellis, Luc Fazio, 
Marion Fletcher, Randy Fowler, Nancy Furber, Denys Gardiner, Sharon 
Gardiner, Fraser Gibson, Marnie Gibson, Mara Goodyear, Alex Gray, 
Jerry Guenther, Todd Hagedorn, Renee Hallman, Tristan Hallman, Lyn 
Hanna-Folkes, John Hannah, Bill Harris, Marlene Hart, Meryl Hodnett, 
Nathan Hood, Larry Hubble, Bernie Hudecki, Jackson Hudecki, 
Mourad Jabra, Rhondda James, Beth Jefferson, Mark Jennings, Barry 
Jones, Carol Jones, Andrew Keaveney, Andy Kelly, Bruce Kennedy, Joan 
Kotanen, Ruth Kroft, Bill Lamond (compiler), Joyce Lechasseur, Mike 
Lepage, Dennis Lewington, Gwen Lewington, Debbie Lindeman, Joyce 
Litster, Rick Ludkin, Bruce Mackenzie, Laurie Mackenzie, Kathleen 
MacNamara, Dan MacNeal, Lou Marsh, Vicky Mason, Sheldon 
McGregor, Bill McIlveen, Barb McKean, Anne McLagan, Don McLean, 
Nancy McPherson, Anthony Meaney, Joel Mercer, Julie Mercer, Dawn 

Miles, Jason Miller, Joy Miller, Ruth Miller, Matt Mills, Brian Mishell, 
Dolores Mishell, Barb Mockford, Glenn Mockford, David Moffatt, 
Frank Morley, Chris Motherwell, Ayako Myhr, Chris Myhr, George 
Naylor, Mike Norton, Rhonda Norton, Owen Novoselac, Ben Oldfield, 
Robert Palin, Rose Petersen, Karen Petrie, Brian Pomfret, Marlene 
Pomfret, Mary Pomfret, Thomas Pomfret, Richard Poort, Rob Porter, 
Dennis Price, Jim Pringle, David Pryor, Peter Rasberry, Bill Read, Garth 
Riley, Wilma Robertson, Kim Robillard, Josh Shea, Donna Sheppard, 
George Sims, Joan Sims, Anna Skorobohacz, Glenda Slessor, Darren 
Smillie, Bill Smith, Ian Smith, Ken Smith, Nancy Smith, Paul Smith, 
Larry Staniforth, Mary Ellen Starodub, Samuel Strachan, Anna Street, 
Chris Street, Mike Street, John Struger, Neil Taylor, Tys Theysmeyer, 
Andrew Tongue, Marina van Twest, Rohan van Twest, Tristan Uchida, 
Rob Waldhuber, Mike Waldhuber, Phil Walker, Joan Wallace, Don 
Wills, Bill Wilson, Heather Wilson, Deb Wood, David Wood, Graham 
Wood, Ross Wood, Brian Wylie, Tony Zammit, (Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club, Guelph Field Naturalists, Kitchener-Waterloo Field Naturalists, 
South Peel Naturalists’ Club).

Falconwatch Turns 25 
Volunteer Meeting January 20, 2019

Falconwatchers and potential Falconwatch 
Volunteers are invited to an important 
meeting at 1:30 p.m., Sunday, 20 January 
2019 in the Hamilton Room of the Hamilton 
Public Library, 55 York Boulevard. The 
purpose of the meeting is to get ready for 
Falconwatch's 25th season. Questions from 
new Volunteers will be welcome, recent 
changes to downtown Hamilton buildings 
that affected Falconwatch in 2018 will be 
discussed, and a video of the banding of the 
four 2018 chicks will be shown. If you have 
an interest in Peregrine Falcons and would 
like to help, please come to the meeting. For 
more information please contact Mike Street 
by email at mikestreet1@gmail.com or by 
phone at 905-648-3737.
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Double-crested Cormorant – A Water Success Story 
by Bruce Mackenzie

The Double-crested Cormorant has done nothing wrong but 
live. Forty years ago, Double-crested Cormorants could not 

breed successfully in the Lower Great Lakes Basin because our 
waters were too polluted with PCBs. This species is our success 
story of cleaner waters. 

And yet, today, this bird is being threatened with an unwarranted 
slaughter that will also seriously imperil other colonial nesting 
water birds in Ontario.

When I was a youth, I saw pictures in the national media showing 
young Double-crested Cormorants with crossed bills. These 
young birds from cormorant nests on the Lower Great Lakes 
suffered birth defects caused by contamination of PCBs in the 
adult birds. The PCBs were bioaccumulated in the adults as a result 
of eating contaminated fish. Their food, small fish, had acquired 
the pollutants that were found in high levels in our waters. As a 
result, many cormorants could not reproduce successfully in the 
Lower Great Lakes Basin.

Similar disturbing stories were happening with many other 
important predatory bird species. Bald Eagles, Peregrine Falcons 
and Ospreys along with others, all saw precipitous declines in 
their populations because of DDT contamination. 

The cormorants and 
the other declining bird 
species were the “canaries 
in the coal mine” and did 
society a great favour 
by warning us of the 
dangers ahead. They 
were the early indicators 
that something terrible 
was happening to the 
environment with the 
introduction of long-
lasting pesticides and 
industrial pollutants like 
PCBs.

Fortunately, today, 
especially in Hamilton, 
we are witnessing a 
comeback of many species that were on the brink of 
extirpation in our part of North America. Today there is one 
Bald Eagle nest in Cootes Paradise. There were 28 Bald Eagles 
overwintering in Hamilton Harbour last winter. There are three 
active Peregrine Falcon nests in the Hamilton area with the best 
known at the Sheraton Hotel. There are about 20 Osprey nests in 
the HSA now. With this comeback we are seeing several hundred 
Double-crested Cormorants nesting in the Hamilton area.

Why, because the water quality of the Lower Greats Lakes has 
been tremendously improved by the elimination or significant 

reduction of DDT,  PCBs and 
other  pollutants in our waters.

The numbers of cormorants 
that we are seeing today is quite 
simply our success story. 

Legalizing a slaughter of 
Double-crested Cormorants in 
Ontario, as is being proposed 
by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry, is not 
a way to celebrate this success. 

The idea of shooting cormorants at their breeding colonies during 
the breeding season is absurd. Double-crested Cormorants share 
their breeding colonies with many other colonial nesting birds like 
Common Terns, Caspian Terns, Black-crowned Night-Herons 
and Great Egrets all of which are protected by law. Shooting in 
the breeding colonies during the breeding season will have a 
horrendous disruptive effect on these other vulnerable species let 
alone on the cormorants.  

The proposed new regulation would allow someone to shoot  50 
birds per day from March 15 to December 15. I support hunting 

but this is not hunting; 
this is a slaughter pure 
and simple. Since no 
one eats cormorants, 
the proposed regulation 
allows hunters to leave 
their kill at the site. No 
other game bird’s meat is 
allowed to spoil – and the 
birds shot will be “killed 
for fun” as they will be 
left to rot where they die. 
Of course the injured 
ones will languish and 
die slowly as nature 
takes it course. With no 
requirement to gather the 
birds, there is absolutely 
no way of determining 

how many cormorants have actually been shot. 

The proposed hunt is a recipe for animal cruelty. I cannot imagine 
the number of young cormorants in nests that will be left alone 
to die of starvation and dehydration. The young of the other 
endangered  bird species that nest in the colonies will suffer the 
same fate, when parent birds are forced to abandon their nests 
because of the shooting.

There is some concern that cormorants affect fish populations 
in our waters. There is no concrete evidence that cormorants are 
causing a decline in fish populations, either commercially caught 

Bruce Mackenzie, 10 January 2012 
from hamiltoncommunitynews.com.

Inset photo of chick with crossed bill from internet archives. Background 
photo by Bruce Mackenzie along the Upper Niagara River.
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species or game fish species. Analysis of their stomach contents 
has consistently shown they feed mostly on non-native fish like 
Alewives and Round Gobies, with only  three to four percent of 
their food being game fish.

Yes, cormorants are in greater numbers than before. If anglers are 
really concerned about game fish success there are many more 
positive ways to direct their efforts. The health of our lakes and 
waterways needs continuing attention. Ongoing sedimentation 
flowing into our rivers and lakes, combined storm / sewage 
outflows, the high nutrient levels flowing out of sewage treatment 
plants and the fish gender-changing  pharmaceuticals in them are 
all threats much more worrisome than colonies of cormorants.
The dangers we face today are conditions that promote massive 
Blue-green Algae blooms. Culling cormorants will not protect us 
from these serious threats to the  health of our fish populations.  

Yes, a small number of trees are killed, and some desirable fish 
are eaten by cormorants. Don’t we all need our space? We all have 
to live.

In 1919, a few days from 100 years ago, the Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club got its start as the Hamilton Bird Protection Society. As 
a result, in 1927, Cootes Paradise was set aside as a wildlife 
sanctuary, providing a foothold for the Royal Botanical Gardens. 
One hundred years later we do not want to see a retrograde step 
of a return to market hunting, bounties and slaughter of our 
animal populations. The extermination of the Passenger Pigeon, 
and the near-demise of Bison as well as the strychnine poisoning 
of predators are not that dissimilar form the proposed cormorant 
hunt.

In 1962 Rachel Carson wrote Silent Spring, a book forecasting the 
demise of species because of pesticides and industrial pollutants 
being released into the environment. Society has worked hard to 

correct our ways since then. 

Concerned citizens can write their MPP and MP 
about this misdirected proposal by the MNRF, 
and copy the Premier and the Prime Minister. The 
Canadian Wildlife Service must play a strong role 
in stopping this proposal for cormorant shooting 
in the breeding colonies as it will seriously affect all 
species sharing the breeding colonies.  Comments 
are to be sent in by January 3rd. See the information 
at this link https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/013-4124  
for the Environmental Registry of Ontario.

If Ontario wishes, for whatever reason, to open a 
hunting season on cormorants then let it fall within 
the dates of the fall waterfowl season.

But we must celebrate the return of the cormorants. 
The “canary in the coal mine” is telling us we have 
better water quality, and a better quality of life.

Pileated Woodpecker on steroids? This 
industrious Pileated Woodpecker is having 
a field day with this tree. Must be a lot of 

Carpenter Ants within! Photo forwarded by 
Dennis Lewington from unknown location. 

Double-crested Cormorants, 13 April 2015, Tollgate Pond, Hamilton - photo Bob Curry. They 
really are beautiful creatures.
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Painted Trillium (Trillium undulatum)
by Bob Curry

As the range map below indicates, Painted Trillium (Trillium 
undulatum) ranges far to the north only occurring 

southward at high altitude cool environments. It requires strongly 
acidic soils and thus occurs in proximity to conifers even when it is 
found in mixed deciduous-conifer forests. I have encountered it in 
Haliburton Region and in Algonquin Park, Nipissing Region.

The photo below shows such boreal habitat along the Spruce Bog 
Boardwalk in Algonquin 
Park. Here and elsewhere, 
it occurs as scattered plants 
rather than large clumps. 
It blooms later than other 
trillium species, in my case, 
May 20 in Haliburton and 
May 26 in Algonquin.

It is a fairly small plant, 
usually no more than 30 – 
40 cm in height and quite 
delicate. The leaves are a 
rich, dark, shiny green. The 
petals are elongate with the 
distal portion margins wavy, hence the specific epithet. Of course 
the lovely dark pink base to each petal that radiates outward 
along the major veins gives rise to the common name.

The sight of this beautifully coloured red and white flower in the 
dark spruce woods of spring is a beacon of inspiration.

At the conclusion of this series on Ontario trilliums one other 
species is worth discussing. The Snow Trillium (T. nivale) is a 
close relative of T. undulatum that occurs to the south and west 
of Ontario. It is a dwarf plant that blooms early and often gets 
a snow covering, hence both the common and scientific names.  
We travelled to Clifton Gorge in southwest Ohio on March 27, 
2017 to photograph it in a spectacularly scenic river ravine.

From our Ontario perspective the most intriguing fact is that 
Snow Trillium has been found in the thousands on the riverbanks 

of a major river in southern 
Michigan. Could it occur 
somewhere along the 
banks of the Maitland 
or the Ausable River in 
southwestern Ontario?  Here 
is a project for an intrepid 
amateur botanist: walk the 
banks of these rivers in early 
to mid-April. What a thrill 
it would be to discover a 
very distinctive new plant 
growing in our province.

Painted Trillium range map from Case 
& Case (1998).

Painted Trillium habitat at Spruce Bog Trail, Algonquin 
Park, 26 May 2014 - photo Bob Curry.

Painted Trillium (Trillium undulatum), Spruce Bog Trail, Algonquin 
Park, 26 May 2014 - photo Bob Curry.

Painted Trillium (T. undulatum) and 
Evodinus monticola, Spruce Bog Trail, 
Algonquin Park, 26 May 2014 - photo 

Bob Curry.

Snow Trilliums (Trillium nivale), Clifton Gorge, Greene, Ohio, 27 March 
2017 - photos Bob Curry.
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Jeremy Bensette's 2017 Ontario Big Birding Year 
by Michael Rowlands 

Our guest speaker for November’s meeting was a former video 
gamer who wanted to experience things in the real world and felt 

that birdwatching would give him the intellectual stimulation he craved. 
Jeremy M. Bensette grew up in Leamington, close to Point Pelee, and 
loved the outdoors, animals, birds, butterflies and moths. He admired 
people in the park he saw as a boy explaining nature to others, and 
wanted to be a naturalist when he grew up. It wasn’t until he was 21 
that he decided to trade his video gaming hobby for a field guide and 
binoculars, and then there was no turning back! 

Within a few years, he mastered identifying the local birds (and what 
better place to see hundreds of bird species throughout the year) and 
was doing field work with Bird Studies Canada when he started to 
dream about having a Big Year. He had met Josh Vandermeulen when 
Josh was doing his Big Year in 2012 and caught the same competitive 
bug. (Josh had set the new record of 343 species.) From that moment, 
Jeremy started preparing for his own Big Year and began purposeful 
searching using his network of birding friends to see as many species as 
possible. He grouped birds in tiers of increasing rarity, knowing that it 
was more productive to chase only the rarer birds because eventually he 
would see the more common ones in his travels anyway. 

One of his mentors and a very close friend, famed birder Alan 
Wormington (who had seen 320 bird species in his own unplanned 
Big Year in 1981), was to be his birding coach for the big event, but 
sadly passed away of cancer in 2016. Jeremy said this sad event lit a fire 
within him to follow through in Alan’s memory and keep his word to 
his birding friends that he would do a Big Year: he announced that 2017 
would be it and vowed to do his best, whether he broke the record or 
not. Perhaps his degree in psychology from the University of Windsor 
had something to do with another decision he made: he declared he 
would not get too excited about chasing every bird reported on social 
media and in birding blogs. Jeremy had been doing marsh monitoring 
with Ron Tozer at Bird Studies Canada at the time so was ready for lots 
of outdoor chasing. He had also obtained new optics, birding clothes, 
and funding from Vortex Optics in Guelph when he joined their Field 
Team and they officially sponsored him for the Big Year. 

With his friend Tim Arthur, who would accompany Jeremy for much of 
the year, he set out on January 1 to see as many birds as he could. Their 
first species, not surprisingly, was a common House Sparrow, but that 
was quickly counterbalanced by a more exotic Smith’s Longspur they 
had gone to see at Port Rowan, an “awesome” species. On day 2, they 
saw two more awesomes – Black-headed Gull and Slaty-backed Gull – 
at Niagara Falls, followed by Northern Saw-Whet Owl and Boreal Owl 
in Ottawa on day 4. By February 12, they already had 112 species after 
seeing Great Gray Owl and Northern Hawk Owl in Thunder Bay. By 
May, Jeremy was starting to see brightly coloured species like Painted 
Bunting, White-faced Ibis, and Western Tanager and had 231 species on 
his list. Species 301, recorded on June 14, was the rarest bird of his year, 
a female Violet-green Swallow in Thunder Bay, a bird normally found in 
western USA, and only the third accepted record for Ontario. 

Less than 10 days later, in Mississauga, he found a Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher and recorded some fascinating video he showed us of it 
foraging in a field. It was good to hear Jeremy say he often spent quite a 
while watching individual birds; he didn’t just check off a new bird then 
race off to the next sighting reported on eBird or OntBirds. 

The year was certainly an 
adventure, as Jeremy told us 
of many long drives, often 
through the night with 
little sleep, through all sorts 
of inclement weather and 
variable road conditions, and 
often sleeping overnight in his 
car to save time and money. 
While he missed seeing a Tricolored Heron that had been spotted 
in Thunder Bay, which was later reported in the only pond he said he 
and Tim didn’t check, he managed to catch up to one in Toronto after a 
direct drive from Rainy River. He claimed his most exciting find (#317) 
was a Wood Stork found by a novice birder in Point Pelee on August 13; 
one had never been seen in the Park before and there it was! 

New species were getting harder to find, but they found an Eurasian 
Collared-Dove (#325) and a Fork-tailed Flycatcher (#326) on September 
24 in Kent County and Toronto. By early November, they had added 
Razorbill, Red Phalarope, and Black-throated Gray Warbler (#338) 
to the total count after a visit to the Ottawa area as well as an Anna's 
Hummingbird that his friend Bruce DiLabio had brought to light.

The record-tying 343rd species was a Mountain Bluebird that he saw 
with Josh Vandermeulen in Waterloo on November 19. The next day he 
broke the record when he and Tim drove back from Kingston to see a 
Northern Gannet that had been seen off Confederation Park by many 
people in the Hamilton Study Area. Fittingly, his good friends Josh and 
Sarah Lamond were also there to congratulate him on his efforts and 
Jeremy called that “the most exciting moment of my life.” 

Before the end of the year, he was able to add two more species, notably 
a Barn Owl and a Tufted Duck (#346) to his total, which now stands 
as the new Ontario Big Birding Year record. (His buddy Tim recorded 
a respectable 329 species himself.) Fortunately for us, Jeremy was able 
to capture excellent pictures of 320 of the birds he saw (although the 
Northern Gannet photo was pretty fuzzy, having been taken at the end 
of the day from a long distance). 

While Jeremy lamented the fact he’d missed some rarities that had 
been seen around the province, especially a Tropical Kingbird he had 
chased unsuccessfully and a few birds he missed by staying home for 
Thanksgiving and Easter, he was pleased with what he had accomplished 
because he had proven to himself that he could do whatever he set out to 
do, both physically and mentally. 

While he did leave a fairly heavy environmental footprint on Mother 
Earth in 2017 (he drove 102,000 kilometres in total in his own or rental 
vehicles, the equivalent of 17 trips from Halifax to Vancouver) that he 
says he won’t repeat, he feels that along the way he inspired dozens 
of younger supporters and well-wishers to get involved in birding 
and conservation. He especially enjoyed making new friends and 
solidifying old friendships and gained a greater appreciation of the 
beauty of the natural world to be found in Ontario. Judging from the 
enthusiasm for birding, photography, adventure, and nature he showed 
the nearly one hundred attendees at our meeting, it seems likely Jeremy 
will have a bright future in tour guiding, conservation, and biology 
ahead of him.

Jeremy Bensette from jeremybirder.
blogspot.com.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES  All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge 
and time. The HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating 
in any of these activities. Please assess your own ability to participate. Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. 
You are advised to check the HNC website (www.hamiltonnature.org) before setting out, to ensure that the hike has 
not been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are discouraged as they startle wildlife, damage nests, and interfere 
with the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing your pet and for other questions. We also publicize 
Royal Botanical Gardens hikes and events. Most RBG programs require pre-registration one week prior. There is 
a charge for these activities except for the Sunday Get Back To Nature Walks. For information on RBG hikes: Liz 
Rabishaw, Public Program Bookings, RBG, 905-527-1158 (1-800-694-4769) ext. 270. programs@rbg.ca  www.rbg.ca

5 January (Saturday) 2019 HNC - 4th Annual Peach Tree Christmas Bird Count. Covers the western section of the Niagara 
Peninsula and the eastern portion of the HSA, from Fifty Point down to Caistorville and over to Stoney Creek. Contact Bruce 
Mackenzie at kintail52@gmail.com.

5 January (Saturday) 9 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Not Just a Birding Club: Brave the Winter, at a to-be-determined RBG property 
location. We look for the bravest of all birds — our winter residents. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. 
Fee: $20 per Saturday (HST included).

6 January (Sunday) HNC - Waterfowl (Duck) Count. This annual count happens on the first Sunday of the year, which will be 
January 6 2019. There are five areas around the west end of Lake Ontario, and unlike the WELO IBA (West End of Lake Ontario 
Survey), we only count waterbirds. Contact Chris Motherwell at cmtrain@cmotherwell.com for more information and to register. 

6 January (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, 
meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404

12 January (Saturday) HNC - West End Lake Ontario IBA Bird Count. The IBA’s WELO started in mid November and go until 
April. For one Saturday in each month, intrepid birders venture out along the lake front to record birds they encounter. The scope 
of the surveys is the line stretching from Port Credit on the north shore to the mouth of the Niagara River on the south shore and 
bounded on the west by Burlington Bar. It is divided into 17 sections, so you have a choice of where you would like to go, or I can 
assign you an area that needs coverage. Although the focus is water birds, any bird encountered is counted. If you are interested, 
please email Chris Motherwell and he will send you further details cmtrain@cmotherwell.com.

13 January (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, 
meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404

14 January (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC Monthly Meeting - Intertwined Generations: Me and Youth and You. As the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club arrives at its 100th year of environmental stewardship, education and preservation, there is lots to celebrate! But 
there is also a lot at stake, and we need everyone involved, from every age group and background. Enter the Junior Naturalists' 
Club and the Young Environmental Science (or YES) Alliance, two environmentally-driven, hands-on, mentor-based youth clubs> 
Jackson Hudecki our Director at Large and an employee of the RBG is our speaker. See page 119 for details.All welcome. Meet & 
greet at 7 pm. Contact Lou lou.mitton628@gmail.com. Royal Botanical Gardens, 680 Plains Rd W, Burlington.

20 January (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes North Shore, meet at the Nature 
Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

20 January 20 (Sunday) - 1:30-5:30 p.m. HNC - Falconwatch Turns 25 - An organizing meeting to prepare for the Future. 
Hamilton Room, Hamilton Public Library, 55 York Blvd. Info: Mike Street, mikestreet1@gmail.com , 905-648-3737.

21 January (Monday) 7:30 p.m. BSG Meeting - Wingtips at our Fingertips. This lecture chronicles the development of Motus, 
and follows the lives of migratory animals from the coast of James Bay and the Maritimes, through the lower Great Lakes, and 
into the jungles of Colombia and beyond. Stuart Mackenzie is our speaker. More info on page 119. At the Burlington Seniors' 
Centre, 2285 New St, Burlington.

26 January (3 Saturdays) 9 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Colour in Nature: Intermediate Photography at RBG Centre. A review of the 
basics followed by more in-depth instruction over three Saturdays. Preregistration. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $100.

26 January (Saturday) 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Junior Naturalists Club at RBG Nature Centre (locations can vary). Start date for the 
second half of the outdoor, once-a-month meetings for 7 – 12 year olds. Pre-registration required.  January to May session Fee: $80.

27 January (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes South Shore, meet at the 
Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. In inclement weather, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.
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2 February (Saturday) 9 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Not Just a Birding Club: Brave the Winter, at a to-be-determined RBG property 
location. We look for the bravest of all birds—our winter residents. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. 
Fee: $20 per Saturday (HST included).

3 February (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, 
meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

9 February (Saturday) HNC - West End Lake Ontario IBA Bird Count. The IBA’s WELO started in mid November and goes to April. 
For one Saturday for each month, intrepid birders venture out along the lake front to record birds they encounter. The scope of 
the surveys is the line stretching from Port Credit on the north shore to the mouth of the Niagara River on the south shore and 
bounded on the west by Burlington Bar. It is divided into 17 sections, so you have a choice of where you would like to go, or I can 
assign you an area that needs coverage. Although the focus is water birds, any bird encountered is counted. If you are interested, 
please email Chris Motherwell at cmtrain@cmotherwell.com and he will send you further details.

10 February (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG -  Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, 
meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

11 February (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Future Wetland Development in Stoney Creek. Join us for a presentation by Scott 
Peck, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer/Director, Watershed Planning & Engineering with the Hamilton Conservation Authority 
covering the acquisition of lands, environmental assessment process and restoration work for the creation of natural wetland 
detention facilities and wetland enhancement to address downstream urban flooding and erosion issues within Battlefield and 
Stoney Creeks.Royal Botanical Gardens, 680 Plains Rd W, Burlington.

17 February (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North 
Shore, meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 
905-527-1158 ext. 404.

23 February (Saturday) 7 to 9:30 p.m. RBG - Owl Prowl at RBG Nature Centre. Learn about owls, head out onto the trails with 
Barb McKean and John Hannah. A Family Fun Day program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $10 child (age 4-12), No Charge for 
child age 3 & under, $15 (adult) HST included.

24 February (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South 
Shore, meet at the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-
1158 ext. 404.

25 February (Monday) 7:30 p.m. BSG - Birding in the Falklands. Speaker Dr. David Brewer, expert birder, author and avid 
naturalist, will talk about birding in the Falkland Islands. David will be taking the audience on an illustrated cruise around the 
various islands off of the southern tip of Argentina, the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and the Antarctic Peninsula. We will 
see how David has experienced this truly wild part of the world on his five polar cruises around and on these remote islands. 
The birds and mammals of the Southern Atlantic Ocean will be highlighted. David will take us to a part of the world that will 
intrigue and open our imagine.  He is a renown author and bird researcher. Davids talks are aimed at all levels of the audience. 
His travels have taken him around the world and he is always delighted to share his experiences with the audience. Free talk. 
All welcome. Meet & greet 7 p.m. Contact BSG Director Bruce Mackenzie for more information kintail52@gmail.com. At the 
Burlington Seniors' Centre, 2285 New St, Burlington.
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Welcome Corner…

Our Membership Director, Jill Baldwin, and the entire HNC Board would like to extend a hearty welcome the 
following new family memberships:  Cynthia Brink, Mike MacLeod, and Ron Kay & Ann Williams … including 
all their kids and other immediate family!

We also welcome the new memberships: William Gaines, Jason Hindle, and Mara McHaffie!

Remember, there is no better Valentines' gift for friend or family member - young or old - than a gift membership 
to the HNC! 

2018 Ontario Nature Youth Summit
by Summer Thomas

This September, I was given the privilege of attending the 2018 
Ontario Nature Youth Summit in Orillia, Ontario. It was an 

incredible experience where I learned a great deal and shared 
amazing experiences with new friends. I am still in contact with 
many of them.

On the bus from Toronto to Orillia, my fellow attendees and I 
engaged in debates, discussions, and laughs. I joyfully realized 
I was surrounded by people who were the same as me, all of us 
sharing an insatiable love for the natural world. The two hour 
long drive went by in the blink of an eye. By the time we reached 
Orillia, many of us were well acquainted and new friendships had 
been formed.

When we reached the YMCA, we were greeted by the kind faces 
of the organizers, who lead us to Geneva Hall, where the opening 
ceremonies were held. A beautiful speech in native tongue kicked 
off the ceremony, setting a mood of inspiration that lasted the 
entire weekend. 

The many workshops I attended were insightful, useful, 

educational, and so much fun. 
In the Children in the Woods 
workshop lead by Skid Crease, 
we ran through fields and 
collected reptile, insect, and 
amphibian specimens, then 
Skid shared his knowledge and 
told us stories of the adventures 
he had experienced. A number 
of attendees and I  took the long 
way back to lunch while listening to Skid tell incredible stories 
about his Arctic expeditions with the Prime Minister of Canada. 
In the Freshwater Life workshop, I waded barefoot, knee deep 
through riparian habitat with a net, scooping up invertebrates 
and fish, then bringing them back to shore, identifying them, 

and sharing my knowledge 
about them. Being an 
aspiring marine and 
freshwater biologist, I had 
a blast.

In the evening, we sat 
around a campfire listening 
to native stories, a beautiful 
lover’s song played on a 
hand drum, and some 
words of wisdom from a 
lovely native elder and his 
wife. I then played guitar 
with the lot of us singing 
along under a stunning 

starry sky, with no artificial light in sight.

We greeted the coming of autumn, searched for salamanders in 
the dark, and dove into the lake in the early hours of the morning. 
Overall, it was an unforgettable three days, and one I hope to 
know again next year.

Evening on Lake Couchiching - photo Summer Thomas.
Crayfish at Youth Summit at Lake 

Couchiching - photo Summer Thomas.

Summer Thomas at Youth Summitt.
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November Wood-Warblers in the Hamilton Study Area
by Bill Lamond
It was a sensational November for Wood-Warblers in the 

Hamilton area. Eighteen species of warblers were observed 
in the HSA during the month. These warblers were mostly 
concentrated along the Lake Ontario shoreline from Sedgewick 
Park to Port Credit which is quite interesting. However, a few 
notable warblers were seen away from the Oakville/Mississauga 
shoreline.

There were a couple of real standouts in this group. The highlight 
was the Black-throated Gray Warbler found at LaSalle Park 
on 2 Nov by Brete Griffin. This wonderful male was seen and 
photographed by many in its stay there until 13 Nov – a 5th record 
for the Hamilton area. Another exceptional rarity was the female 
Hooded Warbler found at Sedgewick Park on 17 Nov by Cheryl 
Edgecombe. It was present there until at least 16 Dec and was 
observed by many birders. This is latest fall record for Ontario. 
Alan Wormington encountered a Hooded Warbler at the Tip of 
Point Pelee on 5 Dec 2001.

This variety of warblers this late in the year was completely 
unprecedented in the Hamilton area, probably by a wide margin. 
Unfortunately, I did not have the time to do the research to see if 
there was another comparable November in the annals of HSA 
birding. Nonetheless, I have to think there is nothing close. These 
thoughts are confirmed by the “dean” of Hamilton birding Bob 
Curry (pers. comm.).

The Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count on 4 November started 
this incredible warbler month in style with 10 species of warblers. 
This was a record total for this Count topping the previous 
record of nine species in 1979. There were two new warbler 
species added to the Count, the aforementioned Black-throated 
Gray and a seriously overdue Black-and-white Warbler. Also on 
the Count were Common Yellowthroat, Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
an eye-popping seven Orange-crowned Warblers, an impressive 
five Nashville Warblers, an American Redstart adjacent to Shell 

Park, and at warbler-magnet Sedgewick Park 
were Northern Parula (2), Blackburnian 
Warbler, and Chestnut-sided Warbler. The 
Blackburnian Warbler was interesting as 
it was only seen on one occasion and then 
disappeared. The Redstart may have been 
seen a week later at Bronte Harbour 1.8 
km away. However, it may have been a 
separate bird. There was also another Count-
Period warbler (day before or day after 
Count); a Black-throated Blue Warbler was 
photographed at Rattray Marsh on 3 Nov. 
Another Black-throated Blue Warbler was found at Bronte Creek 
and Rebecca St. on 20 Nov.

As well as the two Northern Parulas at Sedgewick, one of which 
remained until 10 Nov, there were Parulas recorded at Bronte 
Bluffs Park from 11-17 Nov, one a South Shell Park on 17 
Nov, and another bird at Edgelake Park on 28 Nov. It has been 
speculated that some of these Parulas could be the same birds 
moving around.

At Sedgewick Park, two 
Cape May Warblers were 
photographed on 12 Nov. 
The photographer did not 
realize that there were two 
birds until the photographs 
were examined showing quite 
different plumages. At least one 
of these birds remained here 
until early December.

On 14 Nov an Ovenbird was 
found in a Clarkson yard. This bird remained until at least 29 
Nov and coincidentally another Ovenbird was found in a SW 

Black-throated Gray Warbler - 3 Nov 2018 - LaSalle Park - photo 
Sarah Lamond.

Bill Lamond.

Hooded Warbler, Sedgewick Park, 25 Nov 2018 - photo Mike Veltri.

Cape May Warbler, 12 Nov 2018, 
Sedgewick Park, Oakville - photo 

Bob Curry.
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Oakville backyard on 29 Nov that remained at least until 2 Dec. 
Also on 14 Nov, the only Pine Warbler reported during the month 
was found at Sedgewick Park. It was not seen again.

Palm Warblers, somewhat surprisingly, were not recorded in the 
month until 11 Nov when an Eastern (Yellow) Palm Warbler was 
photographed at Sedgewick Park. On 17 Nov, three Palm Warblers 
were discovered; an Eastern subspecies found at Bronte Bluffs 
Park and two Western subspecies found at Chancery Promenade 
and at South Shell Park (until at least 25 Nov), respectively.

A very late Magnolia Warbler was found at Bronte Bluffs Park 
on 17 Nov and on 20 Nov a Black-throated Green Warbler was 
photographed at South Shell Park, rounding out this incredible 
list of warblers. 

Just before the end of the month there was another American 
Redstart photographed at Wilkes Dam in Brantford on 28 Nov. It 
has not been seen since. 

Of this warbler list, 11 species were observed at Sedgewick Park. 
Most of these are listed above with only Yellow-rumped Warbler 
and Common Yellowthroat not already mentioned. Rather 
surprisingly, there were no Orange-crowned Warblers seen at 
Sedgewick Park this month, although amazingly two were found 
here on 4 Dec – truly bizarre.

So what is the explanation for all of these November warblers? I 
don’t think it is explained by an observer bias, i.e. more birders 
being active later in the year. This may be partly true, but there have 
always been active birders in the fall, just more so now. I assume 
it has to be weather related. Both October and November seemed 
to be colder than average and this should have promoted warbler 
migration rather than tempting birds to linger. Nonetheless, I had 

the feeling that the nights were warmer. A simple check of weather 
data at the Hamilton Airport did not confirm this. In October 
there were 15 days with below average daytime temperatures and 
21 days with below average nighttime temperatures. In November 
there were 25 days with below average daytime temperatures 
and 19 days with below average nighttime temperatures. But 
something was obviously going on which was also shown by the 
trees. So many trees retained their leaves longer than normal in 
the Hamilton area. I noted 
this as did others. On the 
Fall Count there were many 
trees still in leaf which was 
highly unusual, and yet this 
has happened in three of the 
last five years. The result of 
this leaf retention is visible 
in many cities in southern 
Ontario right now (5 Dec) 
with many yards still needing raking and many piles of leaves still 
at curb-side waiting for pick-up. What caused this leaf retention? I 
think it has to be the lack of killing frosts. This is something which 
I have not been able to research properly  but in 2018 this first 
frost that could be termed “killing” was not until 30 Oct and even 
then it was only -2.4oC. It wasn’t until 10 Nov that the low reached 
-3.7oC and from that point on the low was routinely below zero 
with a record-cold low of -14.9oC on 22 Nov.  

I am not sure if it is the lack of very cold nighttime temperatures 
that causes the warblers to linger or the leaf-retention or a 
combination of both. Another possible explanation (fide Rob 
Dobos) for the number of warblers seen in November could be 
that most of these birds arrived here as birds displaced farther 
north due to a strong weather system from the south or SW U.S. 
in late October.  Once here they would have hung in after finding 
food sources. Whatever the cause, with rampant global warming 
we can expect a 20 warbler species November in the near future.

List of November Warblers
Ovenbird – two birds at two locations
Black-and-white Warbler – one bird
Orange-crowned Warbler – 16 birds at 14 locations
Nashville Warbler – six birds at six locations
Common Yellowthroat – three birds at three locations
Hooded Warbler – one bird
American Redstart – three birds at three locations (one bird 
may have been seen at two locations)
Cape May Warbler – two birds at one location
Northern Parula – five birds at four locations
Magnolia Warbler – one bird
Blackburnian Warbler – one bird
Chestnut-sided Warbler – one bird
Black-throated Blue Warbler – two birds at two locations
Palm Warbler – four birds at four locations
Pine Warbler – one bird 
Yellow-rumped Warbler – 49 birds at 34 locations
Black-throated Gray Warbler – one bird
Black-throated Green Warbler – one bird

(L) Ovenbird in SW Oakville - 29 Nov 2018 - photo Gail Trenholm. (R) 
Common Yellowthroat, 4 Nov 2018, Rattray Marsh - photo Pat Hare.

Eastern (Yellow) Palm Warbler, 11 Nov 2018, Sedgewick Park, 
Oakville - photo Bob Curry.

American Redstart at Wilkes Dam - 28 
Nov 2018 - photo John McFarland.
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W e  t h e  P e o p l e  a r e  f o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t

Don’t Neuter the Environmental Watchdog
A message from Ontario Nature (with additional material from Don McLean)
The Government of Ontario announced plans on November 15, 2018 to eliminate the office of the Environmental Commissioner 
of Ontario (ECO) and transfer much of its responsibility to the jurisdiction of the Auditor General. This misguided decision 
effectively undercuts the power and independence of Ontario’s environmental watchdog.

The latest (and now probably the last) report by Commissioner Dianne Saxe released on November 13 was strongly critical of 
the provincial government. Two days later the Premier responded by tabling a budget bill to get rid of the Commissioner, roll 
her office under the Auditor-General, and transfer much of the Commission’s powers to the Ministry of the Environment that it 
is supposed to oversee and criticize.

In Commisioner Saxe’s statement to the media about the latest report on the environment, she argued that the continued 
destruction of wetlands and woodlands is unacceptable.

“These areas help filter pollutants from water, reduce flooding, protect against soil erosion, filter our air and provide critical 
habitat for many of Ontario’s species at risk,” she declared. “Basic ecosystem function requires 30 percent forest cover, and 
some parts of Ontario have only three percent left. Three quarters of southern Ontario’s wetlands have been lost. Some areas in 
southwestern Ontario have so little wetlands and woodlands left, they are at serious risk of flooding.”

Commisioner Saxe specifically linked these losses to repeated major flooding in Windsor, but she could have used Hamilton 
and Burlington as other examples. Both have suffered major floods in recent years and both have lost most of their wetlands.

Mapping released with her report shows 85 percent wetland loss in most of the Hamilton study excluding Flamborough by 2002. 
And since then areas along Lake Ontario between Niagara Falls and Toronto have suffered the highest rate of loss in southern 
Ontario. Saxe blamed continuing losses on the failure of the province to evaluate wetlands. At current rates it would take over 
260 years to complete that task. In the interim she recommended that ALL wetlands be automatically protected. 

Saxe also had particularly harsh words on how provincial waterways continue to be “poisoned” by raw sewage, farm fertilizers 
and road salt.“It is unbelievable that in 2018, the government allows this much filth into our lakes and rivers,” said Saxe. “These 
are the places Ontarians spend time with their families, where they swim and fish. These shorelines and waters are home to 
Ontario’s rich biodiversity, and to us.”

The ECO provides independent, non-partisan oversight of government policies. Simply put, the ECO holds the government 
accountable when it makes decisions that impact the air we breathe, the water we drink and the natural environment of the 
people of Ontario. Transferring applications for review of existing or new environmental policy, law or regulation to the relevant 
government minister instead of an independent Environmental Commissioner is like putting the fox in charge of the chicken 
house. All independence is lost.

Absorbing the Environmental Commission of Ontario into the office of the Auditor General seems like an attempt to silence the 
voices that urge Ontario to better protect our lands, air and waters. Dressed as an act of fiscal discipline, it is in fact an unabashed 
attack against the environment and its defenders.

We urgently need you to let the government know that the ECO’s vital and independent role enables public participation 
and government accountability for decisions that significantly impact the environment. These rights are enshrined in our 
Environmental Bill of Rights. We will not stand by as our remaining natural environment is made vulnerable to be squandered 
for the short-term benefit of the few.

Please add your voice to tell Premier Ford, Finance Minister Fedeli and Cabinet Ministers that Ontarians need the office of the 
ECO and reject the slashing of this essential oversight and accountability role.
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R E F L E C T I O N S  F R O M  T H E  P A S T

Wood Duck Articles from the Early 1970s
Presidential Jottings – The Year in Review – Chauncey Wood
Wood Duck Vol: 26, No. 9 page 150 (1973)
I carried on considerable correspondence about pole-trapping with 
innumerable people. Although the law has not yet been changed, 
prospects are good for having pole-trapping of hawks and owls 
declared illegal in Ontario. In the meantime, I have urged repeatedly 
that such laws as we have be enforced in as restrictive a manner as 
possible. It appears the Ministry of Natural Resources may be a little 
more aggressive about this matter than they have been in the past. We 
have had a valuable ally in this particular cause in Jim MacDonald, 
outdoor editor of the Hamilton Spectator who has publicized the 
barbarous practice.

Last June a delegation of environmentally concerned citizens, 
including your president, met with Leo Bernier, the Minister of the 
Environment, and Don Ewen, MPP for Hamilton-Wentworth, to 
urge that the Ancaster Radial Line property be declared a provincial 
park. My wife Sarah [Wood] and I attended the Task Force hearings 
on the Escarpment to champion the Radial Line property. Those 
who have followed events in Ancaster will know that the situation is 
still very murky, but we await the tabling of their report of the Task 
Force to see if the escarpment preservation proposals mentioned in 
the recent Throne Speech will be implemented in Ancaster.

Later in the summer, Club member Bob Curry presented in my 
absence a brief I had written on the infilling of the Bay to the 
Hamilton Region Conservation Authority. At this stormy meeting 
the Authority voted to deny Stelco and Dofasco permits to continue 
to dump fill in the Bay. The Authorities' decision was overturned by 
the provincial cabinet. Draw your own conclusions as to the way 
they interpret their constituency.

This fall Sarah and I also conducted a tour of the Bay for a member 
of the Project Planning Associates – the consulting firm retained by 
the HRCA for their study of the Bay. I also met with members of the 
firm for discussions and corresponded with the consulting firm of 
Woods – Gordon who are looking into the problems of the traffic 
across the Burlington Skyway and around the east end of the Bay. 
All in all the Bay has occupied a lot of our Club’s environmental 
activities. 

After poor coverage in the Spectator of our 1971 Hamilton 
Christmas Bird Count, I arranged for better feature coverage this 
year. Unfortunately, we were not able to persuade the reporter to 
meet us before dawn for breakfast! However, we did manage to get a 
good story in the Hamilton edition of the paper.

The Halton County Forest – George Bryant 
Wood Duck Vol 26: No. 8 page 137 (1973)
In the April 1971 Wood Duck, we published a request from Paul 
Catling of Toronto, for information on the West Virginia White 
(Pieris virginiensis), a rare butterfly, now found in Ontario only in 
the Currie Tract of the Halton County Forest. Two or three other 
colonies of the butterfly have been eliminated and it was critical that 
this area be kept in its natural state.

Since then, no other colonies have turned up and the chances are 
rather unlikely. The butterflies come out for a few weeks in late 
April-early May when their food plant, the toothwort is in flower. 
They resemble the introduced Cabbage Butterfly, and fortunately 
now seem fairly secure in this area. Although collecting does go on, 
this does not seem to be a critical factor to their population stability.
Representatives of the Ministry of Natural Resources have in the past 
given assurances to Mr Catling that they are aware of this unique 
feature of the area and it will be preserved as is. But eternal vigilance 
is the price of freedom, and the bureaucrats have been known to 
change their minds. There is everything to be gained by periodically 
reminding the owners of the forest, Halton County and its stewards, 
the Ministry of Natural Resources, that the Currie tract cannot be 
multiple-use.

Though closer to Hamilton, the Halton County Forest is perhaps 
more appreciated by naturalists from Toronto, and observations 
of several rare warblers have been claimed. The Toronto-Centred 
Region plans will probably place some emphasis on its values as it is 
the nearest major woodland to the metropolis.

The forest is located just east of Campbellville Road, north of the 401 
interchange.

New Category for Guinness Book of World Records? – 
George Bryant 
Wood Duck Vol: 26 No. 8 page 143 (1973)
Birdwatchers are noted for driving great distances to see and list 
new birds. In the United States, Joseph Taylor periodically flies from 
Phoenix, Arizona to anywhere in the continent hoping to add to his 
North American (north of Mexico) list. It is now over 700 species. 
In Ontario, the record for the greatest distance driven to see a rare 
bird could be the 670 miles covered by four Ottawa birders to see 
the Lewis’s Woodpecker at Windsor. In 1971, Bob Curry and I drove 
over 900 miles in 25 hours when we went to Manitoulin Island. But 
we can't really count since we didn’t go specifically for what might 
have been the last remaining Greater Prairie Chicken in Canada. We 
also went for the nuptial displays of the Sharp-tailed Grouse.

But now comes a feat which has to be in a class by itself. Three Hamilton 
birders whom we shall give anonymity [Alan Wormington, Mark 
Jennings, Bob Finlayson - Ed.], perhaps prompted by our note in 
the February Wood Duck, decided one weekend to drive to Thunder 
Bay to see the Clark’s Nutcracker. And they succeeded beyond their 
wildest expectations, for not only did they see the bird, but they had 
the pleasure of identifying it correctly – as a Mockingbird! Time did 
not permit them to drive an additional 200 miles to Dryden where a 
genuine Clark’s Nutcracker was located. Their record of 2,000 miles 
in a weekend to see a misidentified bird should establish a new page 
in the annals of wild bird chases!
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The Evolution of Windermere Basin
by Barry Cherriere

I have been birding in the Windermere area since the mid 
1960s. I will first describe the boundaries of Windermere as 

we knew them back then.  At the eastern boundary we had what 
we called the Red Hill QEW marsh, the marsh that is adjacent 
to the Red Hill Parkway on-ramp and under the pedestrian 
walkway that goes over the QEW to the rail trail near Hutch’s. 
The southern boundary had all the industries along Burlington 
Street. The northern boundary had the beach strip. The western 
edge boundary was located at the end of Strathearne Avenue, 
which divided it from the rest of Hamilton Harbour. While at 
the present day Windermere viewing platform location, looking 
west towards the Bay, one sees a bridge that has rail and road 
traffic. This is the north end of Strathearne Avenue. It now has a 
security gated access from Eastport Drive. Also included in this 
Windermere area that I have described is the Tollgate Pond. 

Back in the 1960s to the 1990s, the Port Authority would ask 
us to leave the Windermere property on a regular basis. Even 
as recently as 2009, if you were standing on Eastport Drive 
but were aiming your camera or scope equipment towards the 
Windermere property, you would be asked to leave. The Port 
Authority sold the property to the City of Hamilton in 2010. 
The Authority monitors the parking lot of the truck wash, where 
the bridge crosses Red Hill Creek from Eastport Drive (Pier 
24 entrance), and you will be visited by the Port Authority and 
asked to leave that location.

The number of bird species that I have seen in the Windermere 
area over the years is 162. There have been many noteworthy birds 
that have occurred, some of them I have seen, but not all. The 
noteworthy list is as follows; Least Bittern 1962, Gyrfalcon 1964, 
Black-headed Gull 1973, Fulvous Whistling Duck 1976, Tufted 
Duck 1981, 2018, Eurasian Teal 1984, American Oystercatcher 
1985, Snowy Egret (nesting) 1986, Sandwich Tern 1988, Arctic 
Tern 1990, Ruff 1990, Glossy Ibis 1993, Red Phalarope 2002, 
Piping Plover 2002, Wilson’s Plover 2004, Neotropic Cormorant 
(Toll Gate Pond) 2013. 

Also noteworthy in the past and the 
present are the following; American 
White Pelican, Greater White-fronted 
Goose, Ring-necked Pheasant, Sandhill 
Crane, American Avocet, American 
Woodcock, Little Gull, Black Tern, 
Parasitic Jaeger, Willet, Western 
Sandpiper, Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
Red Knot, Wilson’s Phalarope, Red-
necked Phalarope, Cattle Egret, Northern 
Shrike, Orchard Oriole to list a few.

 The area is also home to many nesting Tree Swallows. The nesting 
boxes are maintained by Bill Read along with his assistants. Bill 
informed me that this area for his nesting Tree Swallows is the 
most successful, compared to other areas where he has them. This 
may be due to Red Hill Creek running right at their front door.

In 2010 the restoration and development of Windermere Basin 
began. The Port Authority had sold the property to the City. The 
city had a plan to restore the habitat conditions back to what they 
were in the 1950s and 60s. I was there almost daily to observe 
and photograph the changes as they developed over the two 
years that it took to complete. In late September 2012, the project 
was completed with water finally being pumped into the newly 
created wetland.

In the beginning, around August 2011, the mudflats were exposed, 
attracting lots of shorebirds. Remembering what this property was 
previously used as, made me wonder how toxic this exposed mud 
was and what harm it could do to the new birds “checking it out”. 
Well I soon observed the drastic results of my fears. On August 
30, 2011, I observed many dead and dying shorebirds and ducks.

Truck loads of landfill soil started arriving on September 21, 
2011, to extend and complete the length of the berm that is 
now in front of our viewing lookout, allowing Red Hill Creek, 
with the new berm as a boundary, to flow directly under the 
bridge at Strathearne and into the Harbour and not into the new 
wetland. The company doing the modifications had a big floating 
caterpillar backhoe from Louisiana that was scooping up as much 
of the toxic mud as possible and loading it into waiting trucks 
to be carted away. While I was observing this operation of the 
backhoe, I noticed with my scope, that in the area this machine 

Windermere Basin before 2010. Note that even this basin configuration 
was much different from the 1980s. Back then, the area in the upper 
left where the trail is, was all mudflats when water levels were low in 

the summer. It may have not been a very healthy environment for birds, 
but it was fantastic for shorebirds.

Barry Cherriere

Islands not yet in place. Note the partial incorporation of the vinyl liner in 
the background. 7 July 2012 - photo Barry Cherriere.
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was working, there was a dying male Northern Shoveler. To 
my amazement, I witnessed that the operator had also seen the 
shoveler and proceeded to scoop up all the mud and soil that was 
under the dying duck and relocated it to an area that was out of 
harm’s way! My greatest fears that day were aborted, and to this 
day I remember how thrilled I was to see that happen.

The fish way in front of our 
viewing platform was put 
in place into the berm on 
December 20, 2011. It allows 
a waterfall to be created when 
water is pumped into the 
wetland, making the level 
higher on the wetland side of 
the berm than the level of Red 
Hill Creek, so it flows into the 
creek. This is needed to attract 
fish into the wetland. A metal 
grill barrier is there to prevent 
large fish from entering the 
wetland.

In July 2012, I saw the installation of what most people who go 
there, don’t realize. I observed the installation of a complete vinyl 
covering of the surface that would be a liner at the bottom of the 
water area. This was to seal off any possible toxic contamination 
making it up into the water after it is pumped in. Truck-loads of 
soil were brought in to cover the vinyl liner with a one foot thick 
layer. The four nesting islands for Caspian and Common Terns 
were created by the end of August 2012.

On September 10, 2012, three portable pumps were brought in 
and put on the berm to help the small on-site pump, in pumping 
the water from Red Hill Creek into the new Windermere 
Wetland. The on-site pump could also be used to pump water 
out of the wetland.

On October 2, 2017, the work crews were in the wetland for a 
rumoured repair that needed to be done to the vinyl liner that 
was under the entire water area. That rumour was untrue, but 
the water did need to be pumped out as much as possible. As I 
observed later, it was an operation involving much gravel being 
wheel-barreled to various locations all around the perimeter, 
creating what I was thinking was more than eighty small nesting 
islands/platforms that would be just above the water level. While 
that operation was underway, and with such a low water level, 
the shorebird conditions for the fall of 2017 were excellent for the 
first time in a long while. The pump was started back up to put 
water into the wetland on November 7 once the work to create 
the gravel nesting islands was completed.

 

In 2018 I had some amazing sightings, with one of them being 
new for my Hamilton list, and several new for my Windermere 
list. Such as; American Avocets (29), Snowy Egret, Marbled 
Godwit, Red Knot, Piping Plover, American Coot (variant with a 
white frontal head shield, not previously documented in Ontario) 
and Yellow-crowned Night-Heron.

Working on completing tern islands, 29 Aug 2012 - photo Barry Cherriere.

Installing fishway, 5 Sep 2012 - 
photo Barry Cherriere.

Railings at lookout platform installed, 10 Aug 2012 - photo Barry Cherriere. 
As you can see from this photo, observers are quite distant from the 

wetland – a scope is essential.

Water being pumped into Basin - 10 Sept 2012 - photo Barry Cherriere.

Windermere Basin after the alterations - 2013.
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H N C  M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  -  1 2  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 8

Environmental Rights & the Protection for Species at Risk
by Bronwen Tregunno

On November 12th we had a special guest at our general 
meeting, Deputy Commissioner of Environmental 

Commissioner of Ontario (ECO), Dr. Tyler Schulz who gave 
us an excellent overview of this important legislative office. He 
talked about Ontario’s Environmental Bill of Rights (EBR) and 
changes within the Ontario’s Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry risk-based approach to species at risk and how it 
challenges biodiversity.

ECO is one of nine impartial and independent legislative officers 
of Ontario that are mandated by the government to play an 
oversight role over the government. Other officers include 
Auditor General, Ombudsman, Financial Accountability Officer, 
and the Information & Privacy Commissioner. They have no 
power to make the government do anything but as Diane Saxe, 
the current commissioner says, they do have a “can opener, a 
flashlight & a megaphone”. The can opener can open a can of 
worms, a flashlight shines a light on problems and a megaphone 
to inform the public. They are a bridge between the EBR and the 
public making them “guardians, promoters and champions” of 
the environment. ECO is responsible for producing three annual 
reports about the state of the environment, greenhouse gases & 
climate change, and energy. The most recent report about the 
environment called “Back to Basics” was released on Nov 13th 
and is available on-line [https://eco.on.ca/reports/2018-back-to-
basics/]. The ECO also produces special reports on subjects that 
can’t wait for the annual report such as species at risk and sewage 
overflow, etc.

What is the Environmental Bill of Rights? It was a law passed in 
1993 and came into effect in 1994 which is based on the premise 
that Ontario’s environment belongs to Ontarians. Principals 
include transparency, accountability, and public participation. 
It assumes that no one ministry is solely responsible for all 
environmental decision making. We all have good ideas and 
should contribute. It gives the public more access to tribunals and 
courts. The EBR covers seventeen ministries including Ministries 
of Natural Resources & Forestry, Environment/Conservation & 
Parks, Environment, Agriculture & Rural Affairs, Energy, and 
Transportation.

The Environmental Registry (ER) is the primary tool where 
members of the public can sign up to receive notices of changes 
https://ero.ontario.ca/ or conduct searches for public information 
and make comments. Ministry of Environment/Conservation & 
Parks maintains the ERO, but all ministries effected by the EBR 
are responsible for posting, acts, policies and “instruments” 
(permits, licences, etc.), strategies and plans. The ECO is there 
to remind the government should there be lapses in the ability 
of the public to comment with reference to the ER. For instance, 
when the recent act to cancel “Cap & Trade” was introduced, the 
ECO advised the government that they needed a minimum 30-
day public consultation period. Thousands of comments were 

received which may not have changed 
the act but recalled to ministry heads 
that climate change is still important to 
Ontarians. 

The public may also ask for a 
review through the Environmental 
Commissioners Office. For example, 
Ric Holt from Gravel Watch Ontario 
requested a review under the EBR to 
the Ministry of the Natural Resources 
regarding the Aggregate Resources 
Act.  Specifically, he requested more 
reporting requirements, powers for 
ministry inspection and increasing fees for rehabilitating gravel 
pits which was successful. In another example, two University 
of Toronto students requested the Ministry of Energy look into 
condo and townhouse restrictions to erecting clothes lines. 
Drying clothes outside is low cost and energy efficient and the 
ECO and ministry agreed making these clothesline restrictions 
illegal. 

The EBR also gives Ontarians the right to ask for an investigation 
into polluters or threats to species at risk.  For instance, two 
people had evidence that provincial parks were contaminating 
the environment by dumping raw sewage from outhouses without 
treatment.  The Ministry of Environment requested those parks 
address issues of non-compliance. The result was that all parks 
enhanced their sewage disposal.  Locally Don McLean and Lynda 
Lukasik of Environment Hamilton noticed that McAsphalt 
Industries was operating without a valid approval. Ministry of 
Environment investigated and McAsphalt Ind. was closed until 
it had an approval which ensured its controlled emissions and 
committed to reporting regularly. A wide variety of people 
and organizations have submitted requests for review from 
mayors, Ontario Nature, Ecojustice and to students. While not 
all successful, they still put the issue in the radar and ministries 
are required to respond. More successes are listed on ECO’s site 
https://eco.on.ca/your-rights/success-stories/

You can also appeal a decision to the Environmental Review 
process. About 20% of those submitted are accepted. One 
example was where a permit to take water for a dam on the Rocky 
Saugeen River was appealed because it would put the river at risk. 
Also the water below the dam would be too warm for fish and the 
10-year duration was too long. In the end the proponent of the 
dam mediated with those appealing the decision and they agreed 
on a 5-year term, added temperature record keeping and changes 
to the dam operation. 

After reviewing the EBR, Tyler talked about Ontario’s Risk based 
approach to protecting species at risk. This is of particular interest 
as we are facing a biodiversity crisis all over the world.  Ontario 

Tyler Schultz.
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has over 200 species of risk listed under the Endangered Species 
Act. Reasons for decline include habitat loss, over-exploitation, 
species biology like pack behaviour or long reproductive maturity, 
and other pressures like climate change and pollution. Those 
added to species-at-risk list outweigh those taken off. When in 
2008, the Ministry of Natural Resources & Forestry revamped the 
Species at Risk act, the ECO noted concerns in a report called 
“The Last Line of Defense”. It warned about the gaps in how 
the act is implemented which would undermine the SAR act. 
For instance, it allows companies to submit an “overall benefit 
permit” for addressing harm to species at risk. Technically, you 
should leave a habitat in better shape for the species at risk than 
before you changed it. If you are cutting trees in one area, you 
need to plant more in another. ECO pointed out that it depends 
on how many permits are issued within a time period or given 
area, how large trees taken are, and what they’re being replaced 
with and other possible loop holes. 

Then in 2013 MNRF decided to “streamline” the process and 
focus on “high risk” operations.  Activities are now authorized 
under a “permit-by-rule “ system and all a company had to do was 
register. As long as you said you were going to follow the rules 
you could go ahead with aggregate, mineral & water extraction 
operations or road building and infrastructure changes like 
filling.  More registration is happening suggesting much was done 
without registration previously.  However, now you only have to 
“minimize” damage not leave it in better shape and you are self-
regulated. Another problem is that MNRF didn’t even give itself the 
authority to inspect during this proponent driven system. There 
is no tracking, auditing or reporting so how do they even know 
if the rules are followed? The ministry recognizes this problem 
but it has not addressed the issue. Worse still is that the public is 
shut out. Registrations are not available for comment and can’t be 
appealed. An example is the Barn Swallow which is threatened by 
lack of habitat, food & climate change.  Before 2013 permit-by-rule 
change only two permits were issued. After 2013, 520 permits were 
issued, 53% under the “non-imminent health & safety exemption” 
which doesn’t require any species-at-risk measures. 

The ECO reported major concerns on this change several times 
including last year’s “Good Choices, Bad Choices” environmental 
report which was available at the meeting for attendees to pick 
up.  They recommended the MNRF determine the effects of its 
authorizations and report them publicly. Officers should be given 
authority to inspect registered activities to ensure compliance.  
All “instruments” (permits, licences, etc.) & species at risk 
authorizations should be posted for public comment and an 
appeal process created. When the MNRF does make changes is 
unknown.

Birds are the most affected by the new registration system 
followed by reptiles. All eight of Ontario’s turtles are threatened. 
Tyler looked at the snapping turtle hunt. While they only 
represent 9% of endangered or threatened species they are 
affected by 19% of the “permit-by-rule” activity.  The story started 
in 2010 when two members of the public requested a review to 
turtle hunting. MNRF denied it saying the hunting numbers 
were conservative already. ECO disagreed. In 2012, the ministry 
proposed mandatory reporting posted a proposal on ER and 

received numerous comments against it so in 2017 they finally 
banned it. Submitting comments worked.

Another example was the Algonquin Wolf, a genetically distinct 
wolf and important predator which has an important impact of the 
whole ecosystem. Their role cannot be filled by smaller predators 
like coyotes. They need large wild spaces to find mate and form 
packs. Wolves are social animals but shy of people, decimated 
by road kill and are particularly vulnerable to trapping. Coyotes 
and wolves look similar so it is difficult for hunters to distinguish 
them. MNRF does not require DNA testing of harvested wolves 
so the effects of harvest are unknown. Hunting can take place all 
year, there is no limit, no mandatory reporting, and no game seals 
required. In 2010 two members of the public requested a review 
to end to hunting this genetically specific species. The ministry 
denied the request. ECO disagreed. The wolf was then listed as 
threatened but rather than ban hunting the ministry protected 
pockets of land in and around Algonquin, QE2, & Killarney parks 
which was moot since hunting isn’t permitted in provincial parks.  
Over 70,000 members of public commented yet the ministry still 
didn’t ban the hunt. A draft recovery is still “in process” perhaps 
due in 2019, but scientist suggest recovery will be near impossible 
if something isn’t done right away.

Tyler’s summary focused on the lessons learned and what we 
can do. Change takes time. Its incremental. Persistence is key. 
Technical comments help. Comments around public sentiment 
are also important. He urges us to look at the ECO’s dozens of 
reports to see what is being done. He also encourages involvement.  
Look on the website, and join them on social media and most 
importantly make your voice heard. 

Diane Saxe is the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario now 
and has a contract until 2020. She has been a fierce protector of 
the EBR. However as of October’s majority Conservative 2018 
fall budget, her office along with two others will be “rolled into” 
the Auditor General’s office next year. HNC have signed a letter 
of protest to this action in conjunction with Ontario Nature and 
other organizations. Like Tyler I ask that you make your opinion 
known about closing this important watchdog to your MPPs and 
Ministers. If you want to know more, please go to their site eco.
on.ca, or email them at commissioner@eco.on.ca. 

Tyler is passionate about education and helping Ontarians 
understand the EBR and SAR. You may email him at Tyler.
Schulz@eco.on.ca

On page 113 of this issue there is an article from Ontario Nature 
(with contributions from Don McLean) that discusses this 
unfortunate decision by the Ford Government. It is a decision 
that shows a total lack of respect for the environment. The money 
saved by this act is a pittance compared to the total budget 
of the Ontario Government. It can therefore be looked at as 
nothing more than a dismissal of environmental concerns; the 
environment does not matter. Please respond vociferously to this 
"war on the environment" - Ed.
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WELO (West End of Lake Ontario) Survey Report for November 17, 2018
by Chris Motherwell

A strong thank you goes out to the 22 stalwarts who tackled 
the first of the season WELO survey on November 17th. 

With the temperature reaching 2oC and winds up to 16 km/h, 
it was bearable, and the rain/snow held off. Although some 
areas were not covered, I am hoping more volunteers will join 
in December. Fortunately, our count coincided with the HNC 
Lakeshore outing and their 12 participants helped with the 
numbers and a few species in a couple of the areas along the 
south shore. Thanks to all! 

While the number of species was lower than last year, mainly 
due to the enormous numbers of Long-tailed Ducks in 2017 
(26,467), the species count was higher 69 compared to 58 
(these number do not include spuhs). The overall number of 
birds was 23,056 (including spuhs – aka spp. which means not 
identified to species), down from 39,187.

There were several species that were firsts for the count: 
Harlequin Duck, Spotted Sandpiper, Iceland Gull, Lesser Black-
backed Gull, Glaucous Gull, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Winter 
Wren, Palm Warbler, American Pipit, Fox Sparrow, Common 
Redpoll, House Finch, and Pine Siskin. Misses for this count 
were Trumpeter Swan, Lesser Scaup, Great Blue Heron, 
Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker and Snow Bunting. 

Although the numbers of Long-tailed Ducks went way down to 

8,866 (from 26,467), the numbers of Red-breasted Mergansers 
were impressive. On the south shore, flocks of 30 to 150 were 
seen flying west almost constantly (and a bunch more flying 
east). Although the east flyers were not counted, the numbers 
were 6,239, more than three times as many as this time last 
year. There were 97 in 2016. (There is no way of knowing if they 
were flying circles thus falsely increasing the number, though 
the ones flying east were nowhere near as numerous). Horned 
Grebes were up to 71 from 10 last year, Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
were up to 15, Common Loon and Red-throated Loon were 
both down, -6 and -11 respectively. Yellow-rumped Warbler 
dropped to two from its high of 16 in 2016.  

While hardly a trend, ten species have increased in number 
in the last three years. It will be interesting to see if these 
“trends” increase. Mute Swan, Gadwall, American Black Duck, 
Bufflehead, Red-breasted Merganser, Ruddy Duck, Horned 
Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed 
Gull. A few have had decreasing numbers. Others were up and 
down and for the most part, no points of note.

It will be interesting to see how the numbers compare over the 
next few months. December 8th is the next count. Hope you 
can make it.

At the Next HNC Monthly Meeting
Intertwined Generations: Me and Youth and You

14 January (Monday) 7:30 p.m.
Royal Botanical Gardens, 680 Plains Rd W, Burlington

As the Hamilton Naturalists' Club arrives at its 100th 
year of environmental stewardship, education and 
preservation, there is lots to celebrate! But there is also 
a lot at stake, and we need everyone involved, from 
every age group and background. Enter the Junior 
Naturalists' Club and the Young Environmental Science 
(or YES) Alliance, two environmentally-driven, hands-
on, mentor-based youth clubs geared to the continued 
connection to Mother Earth and guiding students 
striving for a post-secondary career in the environmental 
sciences. Hear about what we are up to, how others in the 
community are stepping up, what you can do and even 
share with us your own efforts! After all, we are in this 
together. In his 10th year of Environmental Education, 
Jackson Hudecki has been building a foundation to 
support anyone curious about connecting to the natural 
wonders of these local woods. Aside from facilitating 
the youth clubs, bird clubs, beer festivals and obstacle 
courses out of Royal Botanical Gardens, Jackson is the 
Director at Large for the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, a 
community conduit, a proud Hamiltonian, and always 
ready to gab. Free. All welcome. Meet & greet at 7 p.m. 
Contact Lou, lou.mitton628@gmail.com. 

At the Next BSG Meeting
Wingtips at our Fingertips 

21 January (Monday) 7:30 p.m. 
Burlington Seniors' Centre, 2285 New St, Burlington

This lecture chronicles the development of Motus, and 
follows the lives of migratory animals from the coast of 
James Bay and the Maritimes, through the lower Great 
Lakes, and into the jungles of Colombia and beyond. 
The conservation of migratory animals is particularly 
challenging because it requires the consideration of 
threats occurring at different stages of an animals life 
cycle that typically span multiple jurisdictions, habitats, 
and landscapes that are often thousands of kilometres 
apart. Researchers employ a variety of technological tools 
to help unlock innumerable mysteries about migratory 
animals, where their populations may be threatened, 
and then prioritize where and what conservation 
actions may have the greatest impact. Speaker Stuart 
Mackenzie began exploring the natural world in the 
womb, and has been birding since the age of two. He is 
Director of Migration Ecology at Bird Studies Canada 
(BSC) and responsible for the Motus Wildlife Tracking 
System, Long Point Bird Observatory and aspects of the 
Canadian Migration Monitoring Network. 



The Wood Duck - January, 2019Page 120

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
Celebrating 100 Years
Save the Date: 2ND November 2019

Join us for our banquet at liuna station in November for the grand finale of a 

year of celebration. Mark your calendars. Invite your neighbours. Spread the news to

supporters of the HNC far and wide!

Make the HNC a central part of your 2019 by joining us here each 

month for centennial news and activities.
Rob Porter, Bronwen Tregunno and a host of volunteers are aiming to offer 100

activities to celebrate HNC’s 100th.

Enjoy the centennial logo in this newly designed back cover. 

Becca Serena has volunteered her creativity, time and

graphic design to highlight our special year.

40448074

Return undeliverable Canadian

addresses to: The Hamilton

Naturalists’ Club
Westdale P.O. Box 89052

Hamilton, ON L8S 4R5


