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100th Anniversary Dinner Tickets Now Available !!!
“A special anniversary should have a special celebration 
and when it’s your 100th anniversary, that celebration 
should be extra-special! We are capping our 100th 
anniversary year with a prestigious dinner event at 
the beautiful Liuna Station in downtown Hamilton 
on Saturday, 2 November. Michael Runtz, a 
natural history lecturer, writer, photographer, and 
broadcaster, will be our guest speaker. See Debbie Lindeman after Club meetings 
to purchase your ticket for $75.00. You don’t have the money right now? Don’t 
worry, she’ll be selling tickets at the Monthly and Bird Study Group meetings 
during the months leading up to the big event. Ordering tickets is available now 
on-line at EventBrite, with the link on our website, hamiltonnature.org.”
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Editor’s Notes........
Hello everyone — I trust everyone is enjoying nature - the birds returning, the flowers blooming, the frogs calling. So many things 
here that I need to remind you of of in our centennial year. First is the Passport to Nature, the cover of which is reproduced on the 
front cover. This pamphlet is available at Club meetings and outings but can also be down-loaded from the website. Dinner tickets 
for our most special night at Liuna Station on 2 November 2019 are discussed on the inside of the front cover. The new Date Guide 
and the new Hamilton Area Bird Checklist 2019 are now available at Club Meetings and can be ordered with the info provided 
on page 195. On the back cover is the first of the Anniversary shirts that the HNC is providing. Ordering is available until 14 May 
so if you want one you will have to act fast. Not to be confused is the HAMR BRDR tee (Hammer Birder). Ordering for that shirt 
ended in April but a limited selection of shirts will be available for sale at the May Monthly Meeting. Progress on our Centennial 
Book is moving along and the book should be available in August or September. More on this exciting project later.

There are several interesting articles in this Wood Duck. I hope you enjoy them. One of the articles describes the new species that 
were added to the new Hamilton Area Bird Checklist 2019. One of the species is Slaty-backed Gull, the most recent addition to 
the checklist. Another article herein describes the circumstances of this first record of Slaty-backed Gull in the Hamilton area. 
It is a great read. For me, it was an amazing experience to see one Slaty-backed Gull at the Brantford dump let alone two. It was 
surrealistic when our second view of the Slaty-backed Gull, shortly after our first view after the gulls had all taken flight, did not 
look the same. “Hey, didn’t this bird have an unmarked bill?” And wasn’t the head a lot more streaked”. We soon realized this was 
a different bird. The first bird was definitely a Slaty-backed Gull as we saw the “string-of-pearls” on the spread wing. What was this 
second bird? It had pink legs too, so thinking there couldn’t possibly be two Slaty-backed Gulls, this must be a pink-legged Lesser 
Black-backed Gull, a rare occurrence, but known to happen. But on studying this bird in flight we saw the “string-of-pearls” on 
this other bird too! Two Slaty-backed Gulls! 

B i r d  S t u d y  G r o u p  M e e t i n g  S u m m a r y  –  1 8  M a r c h ,  2 0 1 9

Birds in the Heart of India with Peter Middleton
by Michael Rowlands

Bird Study Group director Bruce Mackenzie met our evening’s 
speaker, Peter Middleton, on the Petrel Point Trail on the 

Bruce Peninsula last June. Peter had an early interest in birds, 
having watched his father banding birds in Scotland, where he 
was born. After coming to Canada in 1952, Peter became an 
outdoor educator, principal, and respected field ornithologist and 
guide. He served 11 years on Toronto Islands helping younger 
generations understand and respect nature and 25 years at the 
Bruce County Education Centre. He has also been active in the 
project to help Piping Plovers reclaim their breeding territories 
at Sauble Beach. Now retired from both teaching and guiding, he 
lives in Owen Sound and drove to and from Burlington just for 
the evening to deliver his presentation entitled “India: Temples, 
Tigers and Peacocks.”

After giving us a brief history and geography lesson on India, Peter 
claimed it was a mystical, magical place with a huge population, 
yet it’s still very much a rural country. The places where it is best 
to observe birds in India are its more than 50 national parks, 
many of which were created after 1973 as part of Project Tiger, 
a massive government-backed environmental venture to protect 
natural areas and prevent the extermination of Bengal tigers. 
These parks are home to 3000 species of birds and 352 species of 
mammals!

The first park he showed us was Ranthambore, in Rajasthan, 
northern India; it’s a former royal hunting ground established 
as a park in 1980. Only 282 square kilometres in size and a mix 

of lowlands and highlands, it’s mostly a dry 
tropical rainforest. It also features the remains 
of an old fort and some sizeable padams 
(ponds) that attract wildlife such as Sambars 
and Cheetals (deer-like mammals), Indian 
Boars, Grey Langurs, and Bengal Tigers. Birds 
of note were Indian Peafowl (like a pheasant), 
Spot-billed Duck, Wood Sandpiper, Pheasant-
tailed Jacana, Spotted Redshank, Citrine 
and Yellow Wagtails, Indian Pond Heron, Little Egret, Rufous 
Treepie, Scarlet Minivet (like our orioles), Grey-headed Canary 
Flycatcher, Indian Thick-knee, Indian Courser, and three kinds 
of starlings.

Next, we visited tiny Keoladeo Bharatpur (only 29.5  km2) near 
Keoladeo National Park, also in Rajasthan, northern India. 
Established in 1726 as a former royal game reserve, it was once 
the scene of huge duck hunts: markers in the park record multiple 
hunting parties from the early 1900s in which up to 60 shooters 
bagged 3-4,000 birds in a single day! Today it’s a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site and is a mixture of man-made, managed wetlands, 
dry grasslands, woodlands and wooded swamps; winter floods 
make it an important wildfowl habitat. Birds seen here included 
Spotted Owlet, Syke’s Nightjar, Jungle Babbler, Black Bittern, 
Common Moorhen, White-throated Kingfisher, Asian Open-billed 
Stork, Painted and Black-necked Storks, Greater Spotted Eagle, 
Booted Eagle, Bar-headed and Greylag Geese, Siberian Crane, and 
Egyptian Vulture.  (continued on page 212)

Mike Rowlands 
selfie.
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Species New to the Hamilton Bird Checklist 
by Bob Curry

It has been 12 years since the last checklist 
of Hamilton area birds was published 

– Hamilton Area Bird Checklist 2007.  It 
is entirely appropriate to produce a new 
checklist in the 100th Anniversary year of 
the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club.  Indeed, the 
new checklist is now available – Hamilton Area Checklist 2019 – 
and can be obtained at the May monthly meeting. 

In the 12 years since the end of 2006, 12 new bird species have 
been seen in the Hamilton Study Area. In addition, another 
species from the 19th century has been added based on a 
reappraisal of a historical record.

As most birders now know, the American Ornithological Society 
has deemed that Thayer’s Gull, formerly a full species, is now 
treated as a subspecies of Iceland Gull and is labelled Larus 
glaucoides thayeri.  The net result is that with the 12 new species 
added to the 386 species in 2007, plus the historical species 
making 399, minus Thayer’s Gull, the Hamilton Study Area 
official list now totals 398 species. Can 400 species for Hamilton 
be not far off?

This note will provide some background to the circumstances of 
the 13 new species being added.

Substantial detail on these records was obtained from the Ontario 
Bird Records Committee (OBRC) Annual Reports published 
annually in Ontario Birds. Back issues are available online 
through the Ontario Field Ornithologists (OFO) home page.

Least Tern. In his monumental The Birds of Ontario (2nd edition 
1886), Thomas McIlwraith noted that in October several years 
earlier he shot an immature Least Tern as it rose from a piece of 
driftwood in Hamilton Bay, during a southerly blow of several 
day’s duration. McIlwraith noted two other specimens, both 
collected at Toronto, one by William W. Loane and another 
obtained by Dr. William Brodie.

At the time of writing Birds of Hamilton I decided, in the absence 
of any specimens, to exclude Least Tern. However, Glenn Coady 
provided me and the Hamilton Bird Records Committee (HBRC) 
with archival material and a convincing argument – from his 
exhaustive research for Birds 
of Toronto (manuscript) – such 
that we have decided to add 
Least Tern to the official list of 
birds seen in Hamilton.

White-faced Ibis. 19-21 
October, 2007. On 19 October, 
2007 David K. Donn of Dundas 
found a Plegadis ibis at West 
Pond, Dundas Marsh, (fondly 
labelled “The Hydro Pond” by 
old-time birders). Checking the 

report, Dave Don of Burlington determined that this bird was 
a White-faced Ibis. Over the time of its three-day stay, our only 
White-faced Ibis entertained dozens or more birders from the 
area and beyond.

Painted Bunting. 28-30 April, 2009.  Don Field photographed 
this adult male that visited his feeder in Brantford. Another 

male visited feeders in Oakville 
from 14 December, 2014 – 19 
February, 2015. However, it was 
judged an escapee from captivity 
on account of its deformed 
bill and yellow-orange breast 
(Burrell, Mike V. A. and Barbara 
N. Charlton, OBRC Report for 
2014).

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher. 6 
November, 2009. This 1st  basic 
flycatcher collided with a window 
of the residence of Anthony 

Ferrante in suburban Oakville. The injured bird was taken to 
Toronto Wildlife Centre where it subsequently died. Needless to 
say, the bird was not seen (alive) by any birder. It represents only 
the second record of this southwestern US and Mexican flycatcher 
for Ontario (Cranford, M. 
H., OBRC Report for 2009).

Fish Crow (2). 5 Jan 2012. 
Whilst visiting Bayfront 
Park and adjacent West 
Harbour Trail on 5 January, 
2012, Lev Frid heard the nasal 
call of a Fish Crow but dismissed it as there was no Hamilton 
record and he was focussed on seeing a Black-throated Gray 
Warbler. An hour later he photographed a small crow at the same 
spot that has the bill shape of a Fish Crow. Not long after, on 14 
March, 2012 Dave Don found two Fish Crows at Bronte Harbour. 
Birders familiar with this species in Florida will recognize the 
marina and creek mouth at 
Bronte as quintessential Fish 
Crow habitat. Many birders 
added this species to their 
Ontario and Hamilton lists 
as this pair remained in the 
area until 29 July. Fish Crows 
in Ontario first appeared at 
western Lake Erie locations 
and are presumed to have 
come from Mississippi River 
populations. More recently they appeared along the Niagara 
River; these birds and the subsequent further expansion into our 
region are presumed to have originated in New York State.

White-faced Ibis, Cootes 
Paradise, 20 October 2007 - 

photo Barry Cherriere.

Painted Bunting at Blossom Ave, 
Brantford - 28-30 April 2009 - 

photo Don Field.

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, Oakville - 6 
November 2009 - photo Scott Wight.

Fish Crow at Bayfront Park, 5 January 
2012 - photo Lev Frid.

Bob Curry.
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In spring 2013 Mourad Jabra found a pair of Fish Crows building 
a nest along the lakeshore in east Burlington, the first confirmed 
breeding of Fish Crow for Ontario. Mark Peck found the female 
of the pair dead on 20 May.  Fish Crow is seen every year now and 
has a firm toehold in the HSA.

Leach’s Storm-Petrel. 30 October, 2012. Keen birders remember 
vividly the passage of the remains of Hurricane Sandy. A few 
dozen birders ensconced themselves at Van Wagners Beach on 
the morning of 30 October, 2012. 
They were not disappointed. The 
first storm-borne “mega” to appear 
was this bird that bounded west 100 
or so metres offshore. Dave Don got 
on the bird first but most everyone 
managed to see it in the minute or 
so it took to pass our vantage point.  
It is amazing that a Wilson’s Storm-
Petrel passed by 20 minutes later!

Neotropic Cormorant. 19-20 August, 
2013. Brandon Holden found this 
bird by scouring flocks of cormorants 
from his condo balcony in Stoney 
Creek as they flew back and forth from 
Hamilton Bay to Fifty Point. Since that 
first sighting, Neotropic Cormorant 
has been seen a few times in Hamilton 
at Tollgate Pond where the Double-
crested Cormorants congregate and 

nest. Many observers enjoyed an adult lingering at Tollgate Pond 
from 31 March to 9 April, 2015.

White Ibis. 6 June, 2014. On this date Darlene Bourdeau and 
David Clark watched an adult White Ibis fly over their heads as 
they played golf just west of Clappisons Corners. Later the same 
year there were two other White Ibis in Ontario, part of a general 
northerly movement from the southeastern U.S.

Dovekie. 30 November, 2015.  Robert 
Secord photographed this bird at 
Bronte Harbour. It probably did not 
live long as their diet relies heavily 
on plankton. Yet another new species 
that did not tarry to be enjoyed by 
other birders.

Golden-crowned Sparrow. 26-27 
April, 2016. Ben Oldfield discovered 
this vagrant from western Canada as it visited his backyard feeder 
near Bronte Creek in Lowville. A few fortunate birders managed 
to see the bird when it foraged away from the private property 
where access was not permitted.

Black-bellied Whistling Duck (5). 13 July, 2016. As Eric Holden 
cycled past Bayfront Park without binoculars, he spotted five ducks 
he was almost certain were Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks. Peddling 
about five kilometres home in blazing heat he returned, confirmed 
his identification and put the word out. Many local birders got to see 
these exciting mega-rarities before they flew off at dusk. 

Anhinga. 28 May, 2017. Ross Wood was gardening in his yard 
near Campbellville, North Halton when he looked up to see the 
distinctive ‘flying cross’ shape of this southern waterbird as it soared 
high overhead for about a minute. The good news was that his wife 
Karen got on the bird; the bad news was that his camera was beside 
him, locked in the car, and keys in the house. 

Slaty-backed Gull (2). 13-24 December, 2018. After a bird was 
seen at the North Bay landfill, Bill Lamond wondered whether one 
could appear at the Brantford Landfill. The words were hardly out of 
his mouth before Rich Poort and James Lees found, independently 
on the same afternoon, what they thought was one Slaty-backed 
Gull. The next day it was confirmed that an astounding two were 
present (see article on page 207). Through the kindness of the 
landfill operators many birders got to see these birds in their pristine 
habitat. 

Leach’s Storm-Petrel at Van 
Wagners Beach - 30 October 

2012 - photo Brandon Holden.

Neotropic Cormorant at 
Tollgate Pond, 3 April 

2015 - photo Bob Curry.

Dovekie at Bronte Harbour 
- 30 November 2015 - photo 

Robert Secord.

Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks at Bayfront Park - 13 July 2016 - photo 
Sarah Lamond.

Slaty-backed Gull at Mohawk Lake, Brantford - 11 December 2018 - photo 
Rich Poort.

“Calling all Photographers!” 
Do you love to take pictures when you’re 
out and about on the trails? Want to see your 
photos featured on HNC’s social media?  
Please send your favourite photos to Carolyn at 
treespleasehamilton@gmail.com “
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Member Profile - Mike Street
by Bill Lamond

Mike Street is proof that volunteers can make a huge 
contribution to their community. Mike has been involved 

in so many HNC projects that it is difficult to keep track of them.

Mike was born in 1946 in Montreal, where he was raised. He 
attended Loyola College High School and then graduated from 
Loyola College (now part of Concordia University) with a BSc 
in Physics. After obtaining his Bachelor of Engineering (B.Eng.) 
in electrical engineering from McGill University in 1969, his 
first employer asked him to move to Sarnia, Ontario to help 
commission the company’s equipment at Ontario Hydro’s 
Lambton Generating Station on the St. Clair River. After two 
years in Sarnia Mike moved to Brantford to commission similar 
systems at Ontario Hydro’s Nanticoke Generating Station on 
Lake Erie. In 1973 Mike joined Ontario Hydro and continued 
working at Nanticoke until he retired in 2001.

Mike is married to Carol Lamarsh, whom he met and married in 
Hamilton in 1978. They have one daughter, Alison, who was born 
in 1979. In 1978 he moved from Brantford to Ancaster, where he 
has resided ever since.

Mike first encountered birds in 1960 at a summer camp on Lake 
Champlain in Vermont. Part of the camp routine was nature 
walks and an encounter from one of those walks left an indelible 
impression that has never left him. They were walking on a trail and 
as they came around a corner into a swamp area, a huge bird took 
off from the far side of a pond. A councillor identified it as a Great 
Blue Heron. This was mesmerizing for Mike and the memory is still 
very fresh in his mind despite how long ago it was. As he describes 
it, it is one of his favourite memories. His family was well aware of 
the significance of this sighting for him and on his 60th birthday 
they gave him a large painting of a Great Blue Heron.

Like many of us Mike had an interest in nature when he was 
younger but it was not yet a passion. As he grew up in Montreal, he 
noted birds here and there. He also noted different birds in British 
Columbia, Nova Scotia and Northern Quebec during university 
summer work terms; sightings which left a memory. While on 
a safari in Africa in 1976 he  observed many different species of 
birds but still did not or would not have considered himself a 
“birder”. One bird that left an impression on him growing up was 
Northern Cardinal, a species he had seen from pictures in books 
and magazines. He always wanted to see one but cardinals were 
not yet established in Montreal in his youth. While driving down 
a shoreside road on a Florida vacation in 1970 Mike finally saw 
a cardinal on a power line. He was so excited by the observation 
that he stopped the car suddenly to have a look. His companion 
was quite startled, not realizing that someone would stop that 
abruptly for a bird! Mike recalls that the deceleration was so rapid 
that he remembered how well the seat belts worked!

While at a convention in Charlottetown in 1987, Mike finally got 
hooked on birds and thereafter considered himself a birder, the 
result of going out birding for a day with friends who had been 

birding since the 1940s. I’m sure this has 
happened for many people who have an 
interest in birds but not a passion. All 
it takes is to be associated for a time 
with people whose sole purpose on an 
outing is to observe birds. This often can 
serve as the spark to “out the birder” in 
someone who sees others doing it and 
how they do it; seeing and identifying 
birds that you didn’t even know existed 
but were always around you.

Mike then joined the HNC in 1988 
and started going to HNC Bird Study 
Group meetings, encouraged by Bruce 
Duncan. He did his first Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count that 
same year and also participated on his first Hamilton CBC about 
two months later. As Mike’s mother-in-law lived in Leamington, 
he started going to Point Pelee regularly in 1989, where he 
encountered hundreds of others keenly interested in birds.

Mike became intently interested in birds. He did his first Baillie 
Birdathon in 1989 and has done them ever since. He has raised 
about $40,000 over the years on this Birdathon, with most of the 
money raised going to Bird Studies Canada, but about 25% of 
that amount has come back to the parent Club, the HNC. That 
is about $10,000.00 that Mike has raised for our Club, which is 
phenomenal.

In 1989, at the suggestion of Rob Dobos, Mike started the HNC’s 
Hamilton Birding (telephone) Hotline and operated it – updating 
it at least weekly – until his retirement in 2001 when it was taken 
over by Keith Dieroff. In 1998 he also started the ONTBIRDS 
listserv, the province-wide network for reporting significant bird 
observations. The number of people on this list now stands at 
3,600 and it is by far the most important source for distributing 
rare bird information across the province. Mike maintained this 
very important communication tool until his retirement, when it 
was taken over by Mark Cranford. 

In 1990 Mike got very interested in hawks and joined the Niagara 
Peninsula Hawkwatch. He has been a key player in this local 
organization (an off-shoot of the HNC) and has served as the 
newsletter Editor, President, and Counter Coordinator for many 
years. Currently, he is the Treasurer of the NPH and of course also 
volunteers a couple of days each season to count hawks. Mike was 
instrumental in the establishment of the hawk watching tower 
at Beamer as he was the Tower acquisition coordinator until its 
installation in January 1998. 

Mike’s first rare bird was a Ruff with a steel-grey collar he found 
in a small pond just north of Hewitt’s Dairy in Hagersville in late 
April 1989. Bill Smith still remembers this bird as the best looking 
Ruff he has ever seen. While Mike has had many memorable 
days counting hawks at Beamer, one of his most exciting hawk 

Mike Street at Point Pelee 
May 2005 - photo Glenda 

Slessor.
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observations was away from Beamer when he found an immature 
Swainson’s Hawk on 27 September 1990 on his way to work at 
Nanticoke. This vagrant hawk, found on Sandusk Road (Reg Rd 
87) south of Rainham Road (Reg Rd 3) was subsequently seen by 
many other birders during its stay at this location until 3 October. A 
great sighting but a pity it was out of the HSA by 6.5 km, depriving 
many Hamilton area birders of their first HSA Swainson’s Hawk, 
though providing many with their first Ontario sighting! 

Mike was also involved in the original HNC website. In 1995, 
in conjunction with HNC President Margaret Walton and 
Charles Gregory of Hamilton Wentworth Community Network 
(HWCN), they established the HNC website. Although it was 
somewhat rudimentary, it provided a presence on the Internet 
for HNC and it was an important first step to get the HNC onto 
the World Wide Web. Mike maintained the website until 2001.

He has been heavily involved with the Hamilton Community 
Peregrine Project (Falconwatch) from its inception in 1995. Mike 
has been a Senior Monitor of Falconwatch for many years and 
has been very active with the recruitment of volunteers.  In 2000, 
Mike and Charles Gregory of HWCN were instrumental in the 
installation of the first HNC supported Hamilton Falconwatch 
camera used to monitor the Peregrine Falcon nest, with the 
subsequent images available on the Falconwatch website. He is 
still heavily involved at the Sheraton Hotel nest site. 

As mentioned previously, Mike has participated on the Alan 
Wormington Fall Bird Count, now for 30 years. He has also 
helped to coordinate a section of the Count circle for many years, 
organizing the birders who cover the area north of the Grand 
River and south of Highway #2 from Brantford to Hwy 6. This 
coordination has been a real help to the Count compiler (me) in 
organizing this annual tradition. He has also led numerous HNC 
trips to observe hawks and owls in the Hagersville Area.

With these multiple volunteer efforts, it is no surprise that Mike 
was bestowed with the inaugural HNC Volunteer of the Year 
(VOY) award in 2000. Very fitting I think.

Mike is one busy person with all of these volunteer efforts. 
However, he does make good use of his free time. He has birded 
extensively in many places. He has birded in most provinces and 
also the Northwest Territories. He has also birded in many US 
states, especially Florida, Texas and California. Mike has also 
birded on several Caribbean islands and in the United Kingdom 
during six trips there. More exotic locations include birding in 
Australia, New Zealand and Hawaii while on vacation, and in 
Jordan during two work trips. 

After his retirement from Ontario Hydro, Mike kept busy by 
leading trips for Quest Nature Tours from 2002-2012. He led 
these nature and culture tours to Newfoundland (5 times), to 
Cuba (10 times) and to Turkey (twice). For many years he was 
part of Quest’s team of birders who helped the Friends of Point 
Pelee with their May bird hikes.

Sadly, Mike is leaving the Hamilton area. In late 2019 he is 
moving to Ottawa to be near his daughter and her husband. It 
is sad to lose such a committed volunteer to this community but 
our loss is Ottawa’s gain. Mike will leave some pretty big shoes to 

fill. Thanks Mike for your commitment to the HNC for 30 years. 
You will be missed.

A Vision of Feminine Beauty
by Ronald Bayne

I was born and grew up in Sherbrooke, Quebec, a small 
industrial city surrounded by forests and farms. I had two 

sisters two and five years older than I. During the Depression 
years life was quiet and entertainment limited. Our father 
arranged for a small log cabin to be built on a lonely lake, 
isolated in the forests around us. Our life there has been 
described in the Wood Duck.

For my 12th birthday 
my father gave me a 16ft 
Peterborough canoe. It was 
dark green, slender, beautiful! 
I then understood why ships 
and canoes are referred to 
in the feminine gender....
she was lovely! In it I could 
slide soundlessly along the 
shoreline, surprising feeding 
ducks, geese and a Great Blue 
Heron. For each stroke I would 
not raise the paddle out of 
the water nor show the flash 
of the yellow blade and so was 
“invisible”. The only sound was the wind in the trees, the cry 
of the angry hawk that had its nest in the cliff behind the 
cabin, or at dusk the lonely cry of the loon. Could it be called 
a love relationship between a boy and a beautiful dream?

Over the years I would put the canoe on a rack on the car 
roof and explore other local rivers and lakes. After moving 
to Hamilton, I visited nearby waters and Cootes Paradise. 
On one occasion I had my sister-in-law from Edinburgh as 
passenger and as we crept around a corner close to shore we 
startled a young deer feeding.

As my wife’s health and strength deteriorated we moved 
into a condominium beside Spencer Creek, described in 
the Wood Duck. There was nowhere to store the canoe, so 
I gave it to my son-in-law far away. But recently one of my 
daughters wanted to give a canoe to the children of a friend 
and we visited Nova Craft in the MEC store in Burlington. 
There on display were canoes of many colours, smooth, 
sleek, slender, beautiful! As I gazed remembering, my hand 
stroking the side of a canoe, the sales lady approached. I said 
how beautiful they were, “like a beauty pageant”. She was 
amused and went to her desk bringing out a magazine. “I 
have just the thing for you”, she said, “here is a centrefold 
picture just like Playboy magazine, but the picture is of a 
lovely canoe!”

Ronald Bayne and MEC  
employee.
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Crieff Hills Celebrates 
 World Migratory Bird Day 
Saturday May 11th,  2019 

 
Drop by between 8:30 am and Noon  

 
Join certified bird bander Brian Pomfret 

 for a close up look at migrating birds. 
 

 Bring the whole family to see the birds being banded.
  
 Visit our Bluebird Trail with over 30 Bluebird nest boxes. 
 Enjoy the spring wild flowers on our forested trails. 

 

 Refreshments will be available. 
         No cost, but donations are appreciated. 
 

Crieff Hills Retreat and Conference Centre is located 15 minutes south of Guelph.   
 

Crieff Hills Retreat and Conference Center 
7098 Concession 1,  Puslinch  ON      

1 800 884 1525  www.crieffhills.com 

Jr. Volunteer of the Year for 2018
Herman van Barneveld
by Jim Stollard

Herman van Barneveld stepped forward and volunteered 
to help the HNC in May of 2011 when we needed a new 

Wood Duck Editor.  He quickly made history among Wood Duck 
Editors by producing the first Wood Duck in glorious colour in 
September 2011 and that continues to the present day. Despite a 
busy life as a high school teacher, Herman served on the HNC 
Board and as Wood Duck Editor from May 2011 to September 
of 2013 when he passed the torch to the present Editor, Bill 
Lamond. Herman also served on the Board as Director at Large 
from November 2013 until the summer of 2014.

A member since September 2011, Herman is a keen naturalist 
who has also been a hike leader and written articles for the Wood 
Duck. The HNC Board congratulates Herman on his selection 
as Jr. Volunteer of the Year for 2018 and we look forward to his 
future contributions to our Club.

Sr. Volunteer of the Year for 2018
Dean Gugler
by Jim Stollard

In selecting Volunteers of the Year, the HNC Board sometimes 
looks to honour those who have worked in one particular 

specialty and have devoted many years to doing that specialty 

superbly well.

That is the case with Dean Gugler, our Senior Volunteer of the 
Year choice for 2018.  Dean has always been a keen hiker and has 
led Club hikes for about 40 years.  He has also always been a keen 
botanist and photographer which has led him to produce books 
featuring his photography and his love of plants. I invite anyone 
looking to know more about Dean’s work to google Dean Gugler 
and review his published works on website Blurb.ca.

I am borrowing the following quote from the Blurb website. 
“As of 2011, Dean has been searching out and trying to identify 
wildflowers for over 60 years. He has belonged to the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club for 45 years and spent them, at first, learning 
about the local wildflowers and then, for the last 30 years, 
passing the information along to others on wildflower walks. 
He has volunteered for 12 years in the herbarium of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens and spent thousands of hours in the forests 
and fields of the RBG grounds and the Dundas Valley. He has 
found wildflowers in bloom during every month of the year, even 
during the depths of winter, and has discovered two species 
never before seen in the area. Although not a professional 
photographer, he has enjoyed photographing wildflowers and 
other natural objects and has participated in slide shows in 
Italy, Malta, the U.S.A. and various places in Canada.” 

Dean has been leading Monday wildflower walks for many years 
to which anyone interested is welcome.  Plus, he has led a couple 
of wildflower walks each year as Club field events for as long as I 
can remember. Dean was not able to come to the Monday Club 
meeting to accept the award. However, I met with him on March 
29, 2019 to present his award.

Herman van Barneveld (left) receiving Jr. VOY 2018 from Jim 
Stollard - 11 March 2018.

Dean Gugler, 
2018 Sr. VOY 
recipient at 
RBG Herbarium 
- April 2019 
- photo Jim 
Stollard.
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Dundas Turtle Watch
Media Release: March 8, 2019
Dundas Turtle Watch (DTW) is recruiting new volunteers!  
With spring in the air, it won’t be long before the turtles of 
Dundas are on the move. Volunteers are needed to keep 
local Snapping Turtles and Midland Painted Turtles safe 
throughout their nesting journey in the spring, and as the 
hatchlings return to their watery homes over the summer.

DTW volunteers will walk with a partner on both flat and 
uneven terrain to monitor roads and off-road locations 
from May to October. Volunteers must be able to commit 
to two hours per week, and can choose between shifts in 
early morning or evening. Teams gather at the Hamilton Air 
Force Association on King Street East in Dundas to begin 
and end patrols.  

Dundas Turtle Watchers assist turtles to cross busy roads, or 
if injured, get them to a trauma centre for care.  An important 
role in the spring involves the careful covering of turtle nests 
so that predators such as raccoons and foxes do not steal 
the eggs. Volunteers also help by collecting data to track 
turtles and other wildlife that is killed on local roadways.  
Tracking these hot spots is important to help advocate for 
more protection as well as traffic control. As the eggs hatch 
over the summer, lucky volunteers will move the tiny turtles 
to a suitable and safe location nearby for release.

Contact Information:  If you are at least 18 years old and 
a nature lover and would like to contribute some time and 
energy to a great cause, please send an email (include your 
name and phone number) to: Dundas Turtle Watch at:  
dundasturtlewatch.wordpress.com or:

Contact: Joanna Chapman
jchapman@295.ca or phone: 905-627-8917 
between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m.
New applicants will be screened and volunteers will receive 
training in early May.

The above graphic was inadvertently left out of the November 2018 
Wood Duck article “You Have to Have Stones” (page 65) by Bruce 

Mackenzie. Diagram by the author. Make sure the pot or outer covering 
of the root ball, no matter what the material is, is removed before 

planting. Please refer to that article for an explanation of this graphic.

Fun Filled Weekend for Young Nature 

Lovers 20-22 September, 2019!
You Could Be Sponsored for the Ontario 

Nature Youth Summit!

Ontario Nature’s Youth Summit for Biodiversity has been 
bringing together about 100 teens for this unique youth-led 
summit that allows participants to develop an understanding of 
environmental issues and gain the inspiration and tools to take 
action and leadership in their communities and beyond. The 
weekend-long event includes guest speakers, workshops and 
outdoor activities that appeal to a wide variety of environmental 
interests.

This year’s summit is 20-22 September, 2019 at the YMCA 
Geneva Park near Orillia, Ontario. The Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club (HNC) will sponsor two young high schoolers, one boy 
and one  girl (from grade 9 – 12) from Hamilton/Burlington 
for the event.  This means the Club will pay the youth’s $350 full 
cost for participation, including workshops, accommodations 
and meals. The youth or their family will only be responsible 
for their transportation to Orillia. There will be a free round-
trip charter bus available from a central location in Toronto. For 
a report on last year’s Youth Summit, go to the Ontario Nature 
website www.ontarionature.org and type “youth summit” in 
the custom search field.

To apply for this sponsorship, please send a letter or e-mail to 
HNC Treasurer Jim Stollard giving your name, address, high 
school grade, age, phone no. and e-mail. Also please give a 
short list of your interests in nature and the environment (75 
words max.). Send letters to the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, 
Treasurer, at P.O. Box 89052, Hamilton ON L8S 4R5 and 
e-mails to jjstollard@sympatico.ca. The deadline for submitting 
applications is 30 June, 2019. The teens chosen will be notified 
in early July 2019 as will all applicants not chosen.Snapping Turtle in Dundas - Dundas Turtle Watch - 24 May, 2018 - 

photo Catherine Shimmell.
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In Memoriam - Norman Pomfret — Nature Lover
by Mary Pomfret

Long-time HNC member Norman Pomfret passed away on 4 
January, 2019 after a brief battle with cancer. He was born in 

Atherton, Lancashire, England on 30 April, 1937 to parents Ruth 
and Norman. As a boy, growing up in a small town just outside 
Manchester, during the war years, he watched birds in the hedgerows 
and natural areas and collected birds’ eggs and fished. Norman’s 
love of the outdoors continued after the family moved to Valleyfield 
outside Montreal in 1948. There is a picture from that time period 
of him and a couple of friends proudly displaying their catch of very 
large fish. 

A few years later Norman was in Hamilton, fishing, and hunting in 
Halton County Forest with his brother. Hunting was an acceptable 
way of spending many hours wandering in the woods bird watching. 
Norman’s first wife was ill shortly after their son Brian was born, 
spending the last couple of years of her life in hospital and then in 
long-term care. This was when Norman discovered the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club (1978) and was able to follow up on his interest, 
and he began taking Brian to Long Point, introducing him to 
David Brewer and Bruce Duncan and bird banding. Mary Lidgey 
met Norman and Brian at the Wednesday Evening Walks and the 
monthly meetings in 1978. Hazel Broker, perhaps acting as ‘match-
maker’, invited Norman and Mary to help with collating and mailing 
the Wood Duck in 1979. Norman met with the others to prepare 
the Wood Duck for mailing until summer 2018. That translates into 
mailing out 360 Wood Duck issues!

We spent many happy hours outdoors in the Halton County Forest, 
RBG, Ruthven, Crieff Hills, HNC Sanctuaries, especially Spooky 
Hollow and Short Hills, various conservation areas, the escarpment 
and the Bruce Trail, Long Point and on the French River. Although, 
Norman did not like travelling, if the carrot of birding was dangled, 
Norman would go anywhere whether in Canada, the USA, or 
Central or South America, Spain, England, Australia, South Africa 
or Taiwan.

Brian took an entomology course while at the University of Guelph 
and we collected insects for him in Suriname and Venezuela and that 
greatly increased our interest in insects. We planted for pollinators 
and have had a bumblebee house, mason bees, leaf cutter bees, 
carpenter bees and other solitary bees in our yard. Norman began a 
weekly survey of the butterflies at Ruthven in 2005 (from the end of 
April until the end of September) and I joined him in 2007. We have 
participated every year in the HNC Hamilton Butterfly Count. The 
2018 Count was the second to last Nature outing that Norman was 
on. The last one was the butterfly survey at Ruthven later that week.
Norman increased my birding interest and skills. We have 
participated on the Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count since 1982. 
Norman has acted as field assistant to Brian for his public banding 
demonstrations. I, on the other hand, increased Norman’s interest 
in plants from just vegetables, fruit bushes and traditional garden 
perennials. South Western Australia is a separate floral kingdom, and 
so is South Africa – of course they also have interesting birds, snakes, 
lizards, frogs, mammals, marsupials, insects, and geology. Norman 
has accompanied me with Seeds of Diversity displays to Seedy 
Saturdays for quite a few years and we went on Field Botanists of 

Ontario outings, as well as Toronto 
Entomologists Association 
meetings and some outings.

At Ruthven, Norman engaged 
in a one-man campaign against 
Black Walnuts to try to maintain 
open meadows, mostly defeated 
by squirrels and spring flooding 
on the flood plains. He started 
many native plants from seed 
and planted them in the butterfly 
meadow at Ruthven.

Norman not only loved nature, he needed nature.  It was just as basic 
a need as food and water. He needed to be outdoors exploring the 
natural world for life to be worth living.

Editors Notes: Norm and Mary were both very active HNC members 
as noted above. Norm was a frequent HNC hike participant and led a 
few Wednesday Evening Walks. I note that in the Wood Duck, Volume 
36, page 7, that Field Events Director Ed Ellis, thanked Norm for 
volunteering his time and knowledge to lead Wednesday Evening 
Walks. The butterfly census work that Norm started at Ruthven 
Park has amassed a great amount of data for future research and 
was exceptionally helpful for me to compile the annual Hamilton 
Butterfly Summary.  

Some notes from his obituary in the Hamilton Spectator: 

Norman was a life-long learner with many interests 
including history and nature. He was a steel worker for 
47+ years at Burlington Steel, Union Drawn and Stelco. 
Norm was also a member of other nature organizations 
such as the Toronto Entomologists Association (TEA) 
and the Lower Grand River Land Trust (Ruthven Park), 
and a member of cultural institutions such as Friends of 
Auchmar and the Hamilton Mountain Heritage Society. 
He was an Elder at New Westminster Presbyterian 
Church (King St, Hamilton) and a member of the South 
Gate Presbyterian Church for 45 years. Norm was also 
a supporter of the Crieff Hills Retreat and Conference 
Centre. Norm and Mary’s son, Brian, married Marlene 
Smith in 1998. Norm has two grandchildren, Melissa 
and Thomas. A Celebration of Life service was held 
at the South Gate Presbyterian Church, Hamilton 
on Thursday, January 17th. The obituary stated that 
donations to the HNC, Lower Grand River Land Trust, 
TEA, Friends of Auchmar or Hamilton Mountain 
Heritage Society are appreciated. 

It was a life well-lived. Norman was a great friend of the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club. He will be missed but his legacy is rich. Our 
condolences go out to wife Mary, son Brian (Marlene) and to his 
grandchildren, Melissa and Thomas.

Norman Pomfret in Australia 
- August 2006 - photo Mary 

Pomfret.
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1 March - 15 May: Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch. The 45th season of monitoring the migration of hawks, eagles, falcons and 
vultures at Beamer Memorial Conservation Area, Quarry Rd. off Ridge Rd. W., Grimsby. Except in very bad weather, counters are 
present every day from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Counters are needed. Visitors are always welcome. Information: Mike Street: 905-
648-3737, mikestreet1@gmail.com

1 May (Wednesday) 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC 100th Anniversary Nature Walks @ RBG. Join us for a special Wednesday 
Night Walks event on the 100th anniversary of the founding of the club. We’ll have a little social time at 6:00 p.m. at the RBG 
Arboretum, followed by a choice of several walks lead by club members through Cootes Paradise and nearby natural spaces. 
More details forthcoming.

4 May (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. HNC - Bird Photography Walk. Do you love to take pictures and want to learn about 
how to take birds during spring migration? David Welch, avid birder & photographer is leading this walk so bring your camera 
and learn how to grab the best photo’s. Location will be determined. Free but registration is required! Contact Bron brontreg@
cogeco.ca to register. Doug will send out an email before Saturday date so we can all meet up. Rain date May 5th.

5 May (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, meet 
at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

5 May (Sunday) HNC - Short Hills Nature Sanctuary annual spring work party. Come enjoy the old growth forest and spring 
colours of our Short Hills Nature Sanctuary. Meet at Battlefield Square Plaza (Value Village) on Hwy 8 in Stoney Creek at 9:00 
a.m. to carpool, or meet at the Sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. This is our annual clean-up and work party. Bring a lunch. Moderate to 
heavy activity, including garbage and trail cleanup. If you want to visit but don’t feel up to working, Jen will give a group tour. 
This is a good opportunity to visit HNC’s second nature sanctuary and to experience a work party, and/or to go on a tour of this 
magnificent Carolinian forest, including the stewardship activities that have been done over the years. There is no rain date for 
this work party. If the weather is damp, we will be there, if it steady rain, wet and cold, we will not! Contact Warren Beacham at 
905-627-3343 or email wbeach808@sympatico.ca for more details. Would you be interested in a wine tour after visiting Short 
Hills? Let Bron know and maybe we can arrange a group tasting. brontreg@cogeco.ca

6 May (Mondays)  HNC - Larks Birding. Monday morning ladies birding group meets at various locations around the Hamilton 
area. Locations vary from week to week depending on sightings. New birders are welcome. Please bring your binoculars and 
appropriate walking shoes. Contact Elaine Serena for locations and meet-up points. serene238@gmail.com.

8 May (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Migrant Warblers @ Paletta (Shoreacres) Park. Join Andrew Don as we explore 
Paletta Park (also known as Shoreacres) for migrating warblers. This location is known for its abundance of diverse warbler 
species during migration. Paletta Lakefront Park is at 4280 Lakeshore Rd, Burlington.

11 May (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. HNC - Beginner Spring Birding with Peter Thoem. Shell Park. Learn how to spot 
birds and identify them in their spring plumage. From warblers to grackles using your ears, and looking for movement in this 
variable habitat stopover for migrants. Gentle terrain at this west Oakville park but wear good walking shoes and be prepared 
for insects and ticks. Bring your binoculars. This is a follow-up on the April 11th outing to see if there is a difference! If you didn’t 
come for April outing, it doesn’t matter. Meeting place given upon registration at brontreg@cogeco.ca.  Limited to 20. For more 
information please contact Peter, peterthoem@gmail.com.

12 May (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG -  Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, 
meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

13 May (Monday) 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. HNC - Doing the Dempster - Driving the Dempster Highway from Dawson to the 
Arctic Ocean. The Dempster is a Highway in name alone. Both the Dempster and the new highway to Tuktoyaktuk are prone to 
washouts, landslides, and mud that makes the road turn to grease, and dry spells that turn the road surface into a dust bowl 
and a hardpan.  It is such a challenge to drive that it is recommended that a heavy duty vehicle equipped with one or more spare 
tires, a jerrycan of extra fuel and damage insurance, be used.  So why do so many trucks and camper vans set off on a march 
up this highway each summer? Could it be the breathtaking scenery, wildlife, geological formations and sheer vastness of the 
landscape? Join Jessica Bayne and Richard MacDonald as they detail their Dempster journey. RBG, 680 Plains Rd W, Burlington.

19 May (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes North Shore, meet at the Nature 
Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. In inclement weather, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

22 May (Wednesday) 7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. HNC - Fletcher Creek Frog Calls at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve, Concession 
Rd 7, Puslinch. Come out to this beautiful location and we’ll listen for frog calls, birds and maybe some wildflowers along the way.  
This walk is in partnership with Hamilton Conservation Authority and is being lead by Terrestrial Ecologist Lesley McDonell. We’ll 
meet at Tim Hortons at SE corner of Hwy # 6 and Carlisle Road at 7:15 p.m. and we’ll all go together to Fletcher Creek to start our 
hike at 7:30 p.m. Sun sets at 8:45 so bring your flashlights. We’ll be walking for about 2 hours. Wear long pants and be prepared 
for ticks and insects. May be some mud on the trail. Contact Bron brontreg@cogeco.ca for more information and to register. If 
you would like to come but don’t have a car, please contact brontreg@cogeco.ca
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26 May (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South Shore, 
meet at the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. In inclement weather, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

29 May (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Hike along Lafarge Trail. This section of the trail passes over a drumlin and 
through part of the Beverly Swamp where many of the plants and breeding birds are more typical of northern Ontario. The trail is 
steep and usually dry, but bring bug repellent. Leader: Paul Smith, contact at am.pd.smith@sympatico.ca or 905-659-1482. Meet 
at the north end of Middletown Road north of Regional Road #97 (previously Hwy. 97), west of Hwy 6 north.

31 May – 2 June 2019 Ontario Nature Conference. Mohawk College, 135 Fennell Ave W, Hamilton. HNC is hosting this years 
Ontario Nature Conference with wine & cheese social on Friday, workshops on Saturday with a evening dinner AGM and speaker.  
Field trips are planned for all day Sunday. Details to follow on Ontario Nature website ontarionature.org.

D AT E S  T O  R E M E M B E R  -  J u n e  2 0 1 9

2 June (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, meet 
at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

3 June (Mondays)  HNC - Larks Birding. Monday morning ladies birding group meets at various locations around the Hamilton 
area. Locations vary from week to week depending on sightings. New birders are welcome. Please bring your binoculars and 
appropriate walking shoes. Contact Elaine Serena for locations and meet-up points. serene238@gmail.com.

4 June (Tuesday) 7:00 p.m. – 9;00 p.m. HNC - Managing invasive plants in your yard. First Unitarian Church, 170 Dundurn St S, 
Hamilton. Join HNC and Royal Botanical Gardens experts to learn how to identify invasive species in your yard and how to manage 
them, including native species that can replace the invasive species. Please RSVP with Jen Baker at land@hamiltonnature.org or 
905-524-3339.

 8 June (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. A Trail Called Home: Tree walk series. Bruce Park, 145 Brucedale Ave E, Hamilton. 
This series is by Paul O’Hara. Paul is a local field botanist, landscape designer and native plant gardening expert. Paul is promoting 
his new book, A Trail Called Home: Tree Stories From The Golden Horseshoe, published by Dundurn Press (https://www.dundurn.
com/books/Trail-Called-Home). The book will be available in book stores on May 4, 2019. Paul will have copies for sale at each 
of the hikes.  Each hike will last about 1.5 to 2 hours. We’ll meet at the Bruce Park playground area and explore the original trees 
in the park and surrounding neighbourhood. Easy terrain. Free All Welcome but registration required brontreg@cogeco.ca.

8 June (Saturday) 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Gardening for Nature. Victoria Park Club House, 516 King St W, Hamilton. Want to 
learn about gardening for wildlife and help to build Hamilton’s Pollinator Corridor by creating pollinator habitat in your yard? 
Gardeners from RBG and local ecologist Paul O’Hara will share tips, including native plants for sunny and shady yards. We will 
also tour HNC’s established pollinator habitat at Victoria Park and neighbouring yards that are part of the Pollinator Corridor. 
Please contact Jen Baker at land@hamiltonnature.org or 905-524-3339 if you plan on attending.

9 June (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG -  Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, meet 
at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

12 June (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. HNC - Bluebirding with Dan Welsh - details to follow.

15 June (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. HNC - Escarpment Forest Biodiversity Walk. Join Peter Thoem on a little known Twiss 
Road trail in North Halton. Free walk with Hamilton Naturalists’ Club.  Learn about the trees and understory of a typical Niagara 
escarpment ecology. From ferns, to flowers, birds to salamanders Peter will talk about the complex network that supports 
biodiversity in this part of the Carolinian region. Wear good footwear and be prepared for mosquitoes and ticks. Bring your 
binoculars if you have them.  Meeting place given upon registration at brontreg@cogeco.ca.   Limited to 20. For more information 
please contact Peter at peterthoem@gmail.com.

16 June (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes North Shore, meet at the Nature 
Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. In inclement weather, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

23 June (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South Shore, 
meet at the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. In inclement weather, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

30 June (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG -  Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Rock Chapel; meet 
at the Rock Chapel trailhead parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

3 July (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. BARC Smokey Hollow Walk. Bay Area Restoration Council will lead a walk along 
Grindstone Creek. Will talk about importance of keeping our waters clean and protected as creeks run into Hamilton Harbour. 
Will finish with a short walk along Waterdown Road. Meet at Smokey Hollow Road, Burlington. As always in summer be 
prepared for mosquitoes and ticks. Details to be announced. Free. All Welcome. Contact Christine cbowen@hamiltonharbour.ca 
for information.
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R E F L E C T I O N S  F R O M  T H E  P A S T

Wood Duck Articles From the Late-1940s
About a Barred Owl - Hamilton Nature Club Bulletin (Wood 
Duck) Vol: 1, No 1,  page 2 (1 February 1948) - Eric Bastin
Those members of  our club who took part in this year’s Round-
the-Bay-on-New-Years’-Day hike, were thrilled by an unusual 
opportunity of studying a Barred Owl, will probably have enjoyed 
reading the above paragraph [not reproduced here]. Doubtless 
they would agree that its author was a keen observer, with a gift 
for graphic description. It was written, in fact, in the year 1854, by 
Henry David Thoreau, famous American naturalist, author and 
philosopher, in his magnus opus, Walden.

Future Events - Hamilton Nature Club Bulletin (Wood Duck) 
Vol: 1, No. 2,  page 5 (1 March 1948)
Members of the Junior Nature club will hold their regular monthly 
meeting at the Dept. of Agriculture Hall, 16 Market St, on Friday, 
March 5th, at 7:30 p.m. The program convenor is planning an 
informative meeting.

Third Annual Dinner Meeting will be held on Monday, March 
8, 1948, at the Fischer Hotel, 51 York Street, Hamilton - dinner 
at 6:30 p.m. After the chicken dinner, a full-length coloured 
movie produced by Ducks Unlimited will be presented. Please 
communicate immediately with the Secretary: Miss Edith 
Austen, 7 Homewood Ave, Hamilton, phone 7-5341. Money for 
tickets may be sent to the secretary and tickets will be mailed to 
you. However, it is urgently requested that you at least inform the 
secretary whether or not you will attend.

Audubon Screen Tour - Saturday, March 6, 1948. At this last 
lecture for this season, tickets will be on sale to the general public 
for the 1948-9 lectures, at $1.50 for the series. Members of the 
Hamilton Nature Club will have a ticket reserved for them and 
these may be secured at the Nature Club’s Dinner Meeting on 
March 8th, at $1.50.

Field Trips For Junior Members - Hamilton Nature Club Bulletin 
(Wood Duck) Vol: 1, No. 3, page 1 (1 April 1948) - Jim Dowall.
Saturday, April 17th: A hike around the north shore of the Bay is 
planned. Meet at the High Level bridge at 10:00 a.m., and be sure 
to bring a hearty lunch. This will be an excellent opportunity to 
watch ducks and grebes.
Sunday, April 25th: A trip over the mountain in search of the 
Western Meadowlark, Upland Plover and Migrant Shrike. Meet 
at Ottawa and Main Streets at 10:00 a.m. and bring a lunch. 

Field Trips - Hamilton Nature Club Bulletin (Wood Duck) Vol: 1, 
No. 3, page 4 (1 April 1948).
During the month of May early morning hikes will be held on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7 to 8:30 a.m. Tuesday hikes meet at 
Kent and Amelia Sts. George North, leader. Thursday hikes meet 
at Ottawa and Lawrence Road. George Holland and Donald 
Harvey leaders.

May 15th. Annual bus trip to Long Point, cost $2.50. Meet at 
terminal at 8 o’clock. Tickets for this will be on sale at the April 
meeting. Mr. Neil Bourne, the convener, would appreciate you 
purchasing a ticket well in advance or confirming your reservation 
now. Space is limited to 41. Bring two meals and rainy weather 
gear. 
May 24th. Spring Migratory Bird census. Members will take their 
own choice of territory and report findings to Miss Edith Austin. 
We hope to see 150 species of birds.
July 10th. hike to Jack Martin’s to see wild orchids. Bring lunch 
and meet at #2 Highway and Jerseyville Rd at 2 p.m.

Feature Events - Wood Duck Vol: 2, No. 2, page 3 (1948)
Monday November 1st. The regular monthly meeting of the 
Hamilton Nature Club will be held in the CKOC Studio at John 
and King William Streets. Dr. J. Murray Speirs, a member of our 
club and a noted ornithologist and naturalist will address the club. 
“Wild Life on an Indian Reserve” is the title of his talk and will 
deal with his summers work at Beckwith Island in the Georgian 
Bay. Dr. Speirs will use coloured slides made from photographs 
to illustrate his lecture.
Saturday November 11th. Hike in the Westdale Ravine. Meet at 
Marion St. entrance at 10:00 a.m. Bring a lunch. Leader...Miss 
Laurel Williams...telephone 2-6082.

A Message from the President - Wood Duck Vol: 2, No. 5, page 
5 (February 1949) - Eric Bastin
The Board of Directors of the Hamilton Nature Club, acting 
in your behalf, has honoured me by asking me to accede to its 
presidency for the coming years. I have accepted, and am proud 
to take over the reins from my predecessor, Jack Martin, under 
whose leadership our Club made such notable gains.
Our Club is in a healthy condition, and is active in constructive, 
educational work on the community level. In about two years 
it has more than doubled its membership, and has achieved a 
measure of financial security that would be the envy of many 
contemporaries. It will be my object, in the months that lie ahead, 
to build upon those foundations, that the organization may 
reach more and more citizens with the timely, vital message of 
conservation. Will you help me to the best of your ability?

The Wood Duck - Wood Duck Vol: 3, No. 2, page 5 (Oct 1949)
The Wood Duck is published monthly from September to May 
by the Hamilton Nature Club. The purpose is to aid in the study, 
appreciation and conservation of our native, wild and beautiful 
heritage, where members share their nature experiences with 
one  another. Members are asked to have their contributions in 
the hands of the editors by the 15th of the month, to appear in 
the following issue. Editor - R.O. Elstone - 249 Charlton Ave. W., 
Hamilton. Assistant Editor - Miss D. Hassell - Ancaster. Mailing 
List - Miss B. Reicheld - 156 Homewood Ave., Hamilton.
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Slaty-backed Gull – New to the Hamilton Study Area
by Rich Poort

It was 11 December, 2018 and I was headed to Brantford for 
a lunch with a former co-worker. We had arranged the lunch 

at the Sherwood Restaurant, which happened to be just up the 
road from Mohawk Lake. I left the office and arrived in the area 
about 15-20 minutes earlier than our arranged meeting time so 
I decided to check out the lake. Bill Lamond had mentioned the 
lake on HamiltonBirds just a few days earlier, stating that Mike 
Hallett had been seeing a lot of gull activity, including several 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls. He also mentioned that this may be 
a good spot to find the Hamilton Study Area’s first Slaty-backed 
Gull. I was interested in locating some Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
and wanted to see what else may be around. I arrived at the lake 
around 11:45 and bumped into Mike Hallett. We talked for a bit 
as we scanned the gulls and were not able to locate any Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls. We did see a few Iceland and Glaucous Gulls 
mixed in with the hundreds of Herring Gulls and one hybrid. I 
only had a few minutes so I soon left and went for lunch. 

After finishing lunch I wanted to do a quick check of the lake 
again before leaving as there were many gulls to go through and I 
wanted to see what else I could find. Upon arriving I immediately 
saw a dark mantled gull with a streaked head. It was sitting on 
the ice, so I couldn’t get a good look at it right away, but I knew it 
wasn’t a Lesser Black-backed Gull as it had a darker mantle and 
looked bulkier. It then stood up and I could see the bright pink 
legs which got me thinking that this looks like a Slaty-backed 
Gull. I studied the features a bit more and noticed the large white 
tertial crescent and the pot-bellied look as well as the pale eye with 
smudging around it. It was all matching up with Slaty-backed. I 
then took a few scoped photos and fired them off to a number of 
local birders/experts to get their opinion on the bird. I wanted to 
be sure before I put the word out on this bird. Before I got any 
replies, the birds were flushed by a Turkey Vulture flying towards 
the dump and the Slaty-backed appeared to fly off. As I was out of 
time, I decided to leave instead of waiting for the gulls to return.

A few people got back to me quickly agreeing with my ID 

and word went out on 
HamiltonBirds. Among 
those who I had messaged 
was James Lees, who 
agreed with my ID and, as 
it happens, was planning 
a trip to the dump that 
afternoon before he got my 
message…

by James Lees
…I happened to be working the early shift and was just about 
to leave work when Richard Poort texted me a photo and asked 
for my comments. I opened the image and instantly knew it was 
a Slaty-backed Gull. I replied, and asked him where the bird 
was seen. To my amazement he said he was watching it now in 

Brantford. I go birding there quite often as it is close to my home 
and as luck would have it, I had planned to go there that very 
afternoon. So, I jumped into the car and drove a little faster than 
normal and headed for Mohawk Lake. I arrived about 2:30 p.m. 
to see several hundred gulls sitting on the ice. I began to scan 
through them with my scope and was very fortunate to find the 
bird in question. After only a couple of minutes it flew towards 
the dump and I was able to grab a few flight shots. I then drove 
over and into the dump and was able to relocate it straight away, 
while it was feeding amongst hundreds of Herring Gulls. Having 
only seen Rich’s small photo on my cell phone, I was not able 
to see much detail. I was unaware that the Slaty-backed Gull I 
was watching was not the bird that Richard had seen! Rich’s bird 
seemed to be a 4th winter type plumage with a dark mark on 
a pinkish bill and limited head streaking. My bird had strong 
head streaking and a bright red spot on the yellow bill. It had the 
classic slaty-gray back and very thick white edges to the tertials 
and secondaries, contrasting with the rich bubble-gum pink legs. 

Slaty-backed Gull finders (and authors) 
Rich Poort (L) and James Lees (R) at 
Bird Study Group meeting 18 March 

2019 - photo Mike Rowlands.

Slaty-backed Gull (Rich’s bird) at Brantford Dump - 13 December 2018 - 
photo Rick Lauzon.

Slaty-backed Gull (James’s bird) at Brantford dump - 12 December 2018 - 
photo Jon Pleizier.
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It was much chunkier than a Lesser Black-backed Gull and was 
quite aggressive to the Herring Gulls feeding close to it. I took 
some video and more photographs but by now it was snowing 
and beginning to get dark.

That evening it was brought to my attention that our combined 
images showed two different birds. Surely not I thought to myself, 
one Slaty is rare enough but two would be just madness.

The next morning I went back to the Brantford dump and was 
joined by about twenty other birders. It took about 90 minutes, 

and many people had given up and left, but eventually one bird 
showed up, then in a few minutes the other. Both birds were seen 
together at one point feeding in the garbage. Everyone was able 
to get great views of these Asian gulls over the next week. I have 
been told this is the only second multiple occurrence of Slaty-
backed Gulls outside their normal range. In 2008, two birds were 
seen at the dump in St John’s.

A big thank you to Richard Poort for getting me involved in what 
is one of my best birds so far in Canada.

Monitoring Lichen for Air Quality
by Carolyn Zanchetta

On a chilly autumn day, three citizen scientists are huddled 
around a Norway Maple in Beasley Park, peering through 

magnifying glasses at the splashes of yellow and grey coating 
the bark. One holds a grid with four stacked squares against 
the north side of the tree, another jots down numbers on 
a clipboard, while the third takes a GPS point to mark the 
location. Surprisingly, no passersby inquire as to what we are 
doing, inspecting and debating. We are surveying ten trees 
in this park and in five other parks for lichen. As it is highly 
sensitive to air pollution, lichen is an indicator of air quality, 
which we can track and observe over time. 

Two common urban species of lichen, Physcia millegrana 
and Candelaria concolor, were assessed on maple and ash 
trees in the six lower city neighbourhoods studied during 
the Trees Please project (also see article on page 215). Lichen 
presence for each species was ranked from 0-3 in each of the 
four quadrants on all four cardinal directions of the tree trunk. 
The average ranking for each species per neighbourhood was 
calculated and mapped. A site score greater than 2 indicates 
fairly good air quality, whereas 1-2 is satisfactory, and less 
than 1 is considered poor. While the results varied for each 
species, lichen was generally more present in the western 
neighbourhoods, and almost absent from the Beach Strip.

We hosted two Intro to Lichen workshops and six hands-
on monitoring sessions, with the aim to empower the 
community to use this knowledge across the city. We also 
visited several schools to deliver lichen and air quality 
educational programing and conduct schoolyard inventories. 

About 300 students became citizen 
scientists in their schoolyards and 
learned about the real effects of 
air quality on living organisms, 
developing a better understanding 
of the importance of lichen as a 
bioindicator and the ability of trees 
to improve air quality and enhance 
the urban forest in Hamilton. 

In a few years, we can repeat this 
study to assess the growth or 
decline of lichen on the assessed 
trees. To improve air quality before 
the next inventory session, let’s walk or bike for more of our 
shorter trips in the city and plant more native trees throughout 
Hamilton. The biggest way to make a difference is to plant a 
tree in your own yard.

Our summary report for Lichen in the City is now available 
online at hamiltonnature.org/lichen-report-2018/. Thank you 
to all the volunteers and workshop participants who helped 
monitor air quality in Hamilton! This project was generously 
supported by the Royal Bank of Canada.

Location and abundance of Candelaria concolor in six 
parks in Hamilton - from Trees Please program.

Volunteers surveying a 
tree in Gage Park - photo 

Carolyn Zanchetta.

Location and abundance of Physcia millegrana in six parks in 
Hamilton - from Trees Please program.
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The 98th Hamilton Christmas Bird Count
by Rob Porter

The 98th Hamilton Christmas Bird Count (CBC) was held on 
Wednesday, December 26, 2018. The Hamilton CBC count 

circle is centred at Dundurn Castle and is bounded in the west by 
Christie Lake, in the east by Lake Ontario, in the north by Lake 
Medad, and in the south by the Hamilton International Airport. 
It includes two Important Bird & Biodiversity Areas (IBAs): West 
End of Lake Ontario (WELO) IBA and Dundas Valley & Dundas 
Marsh IBA.

The weather on count day was quite novel for the Hamilton 
CBC, in that the weather was decent for once! With partly sunny 
weather and a high of 2°C, and light winds from the WSW, 
counters had no complaints about the weather.

Eighty-nine counters broke into forty-seven parties, spending 
just under 318 hours-effort (a historic high) exploring sixty 
zones to net 96 observed species on count day, plus another six 
during the Count Week. 

This Count saw efforts from two forms of transport not seen 
in the Count in recent memory: by bike, and by canoe. Much 
of the Hamilton downtown core on Count Day was covered by 
bicycle, while an even warmer day during the Count Week netted 
a Count Week species in Cootes Paradise by canoe.

The sum of all birds counted on the Count day was 45,306 
individuals. This is 7,896 below the 10-year average, 18,331 below 
the 25-year average, and 19,392 below the 50-year average. While 
overall population numbers are below average, this was a record-
setting year in a surprising number of ways. As a consequence 
of all the new records included within, this may very well be a 
Count report of record-setting length.

An exceptional thirteen historical high count records were either 
set or tied, with two new species for the Count. This translates to 
roughly one in every eight species with an historic record high, 
incredible in a nearly century-long count! First off, 20 Pileated 
Woodpeckers were recorded, breaking the 2004 record of 14. 
Five of them were noted in one zone, and the rest as singles and 
pairs spread across forested areas. It is very good news to see this 
species on the incline, as individuals of this species require large 
amounts of mature forest.

Belted Kingfisher totals tied the 1971 record of 13, no doubt the 
result of the lack of ice in the waterways on Boxing Day. A total 
of 58 Eastern Bluebirds were observed, breaking the 2011 record 
of 52 and similarly a record 25 Cooper’s Hawks beat the 2010 
record of 23.

Cackling Goose has seen a new high of eight, although it has only 
been considered a separate species from Canada Goose for just 
over a decade so it does not have as long of a history to compare 
as other species do.

The three Turkey Vultures flying over the Dundas & west 
Hamilton areas was a new record. For the second year in a 
row we have set a record of Bald Eagles observed, with a total 

of 14 counted. Double-crested Cormorant 
numbers were 140, beating the 2015 record 
of 110.

Once again, Carolina Wren has set a record 
with 111 individuals tallied. This species 
showed up in big numbers in many zones, 
as well as being present at many feeders and 
new zones this year. Two Gray Catbirds were found, one which 
had been known to be in Mt Albion Conservation Area for 
some time, as well as another in Stoney Creek, and two Orange-
crowned Warblers were found in separate locations, setting a 
record count for this rare winter warbler.

The final two record highs are single individuals, both new species 
to our count: Fish Crow, and Eurasian Collared-Dove. Both of 
these species are expanding their range into southern Ontario 
and are not happenstance vagrants like most new species added 
to the list usually are.

In addition to these historical records set, two 25-year records 
and five 10-year record highs were set.

Great Blue Heron was counted at 21, and House Sparrow was 
counted at 3,030 -- both being 25-year highs.

Ten-year records broken include: Snowy Owl (3), Bufflehead 
(529), Rock Pigeon (3,951), White-breasted Nuthatch (280), 
Hairy Woodpecker (97).

Some record lows of note were set as well. Much like many other 
Ontario Christmas Bird Counts this year, there was a dearth 
American Tree Sparrows; we have set a historic low of 106.

Other lows of note: Trumpeter Swan (52, 10y low), American 
Kestrel (4, 50y low), Northern Flicker (2, 10y low), European 
Starling (2,212, 50y low), Dark-eyed Junco (602, 10y low). It 
should also be noted that native passerines (perching birds) in 
general saw a 10-year record low, with only 6,170 counted.

In addition to the above records, a couple milestones of note were 

Rob Porter

Eurasian Collared-Doves at 528 Ferguson St. N, Hamilton, 19 December 
2018 - photo Sarah Lamond.
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met: this year saw us count our 1 millionth waterfowl since the 
standard circle was introduced, with our waterfowl count sitting 
now at 1,016,692. Additionally, our overall count has breached 
3.5 million birds, now at 3,544,907.

Other highlights include a lone Common Yellowthroat in Cootes 
Paradise and the first Eastern Meadowlark on the Count since 
1995 at Heritage Green Park in Stoney Creek. Also, Northern 
Goshawk has appeared for the third year in a row, this time as a 
Count Week species.

Thank-you to all of our counters and local birders who contributed 
Count-week birds. This year saw many new names added to the 
list of counters.

The raw data:
* =  Highest total in count history (last 98 years)
** = New species for count
*25y = Highest total in last 25 years
*10y = Highest total in last 10 years
CW = Count Week species

Participants: 89
Hours-effort: *317.95
Species: 96, plus one hybrid and six Count Week Species.

Cackling Goose 8*; Canada Goose 6,972; Mute Swan 53; 
Trumpeter Swan 52; Tundra Swan 2; Northern Shoveler 178; 
Gadwall 60; Mallard 4,976; American Black Duck 183; Mallard 
x American Black Duck (hybrid) 1; Northern Pintail 4; Green-
winged Teal 2; Canvasback 150; Redhead 46; Ring-necked 
Duck 111; Greater Scaup 553; Lesser Scaup 524; Surf Scoter 
67; White-winged Scoter 801; Black Scoter 2; Long-tailed 
Duck 6,327; Bufflehead 529*10y; Common Goldeneye 1,602; 
Hooded Merganser 178; Common Merganser 883; Red-breasted 
Merganser 311; Ruddy Duck 75; Wild Turkey 50; Pied-billed 
Grebe 2; Red-necked Grebe 2; Rock Pigeon 3,951*10y; Eurasian 
Collared-Dove 1**; Mourning Dove 705; American Coot 52; 
Ring-billed Gull 1,081; Herring Gull 3,363; Iceland Gull 2; Lesser 
Black-backed Gull 1; Glaucous Gull 5; Great Black-backed Gull 
156; gull sp. 229; Common Loon 2; Double-crested Cormorant 
140*; Great Blue Heron 21*25y; Black-crowned Night-Heron 4; 
Turkey Vulture 3*; Northern Harrier 1; Sharp-shinned Hawk 10; 
Cooper’s Hawk 25*; Northern Goshawk CW; accipiter sp. 1; Bald 
Eagle 14*; Red-tailed Hawk 95; Eastern Screech-Owl 5; Great 
Horned Owl 2; Snowy Owl 3*10y; Long-eared Owl CW; Saw-
whet Owl CW; Belted Kingfisher 13*; Red-bellied Woodpecker 
91; Downy Woodpecker 230; Hairy Woodpecker 97*10y; Pileated 
Woodpecker 20*; Northern Flicker 2; American Kestrel 4; Merlin 
5; Peregrine Falcon 5; Northern Shrike 2; Blue Jay 294; American 
Crow 450; Fish Crow 1**; Common Raven 2; Black-capped 
Chickadee 1,185; Tufted Titmouse 4; Red-breasted Nuthatch 
66; White-breasted Nuthatch 280*10y; Brown Creeper 35; Winter 
Wren 21; Carolina Wren 111*; Golden-crowned Kinglet 41; 
Eastern Bluebird 58*; Hermit Thrush 2; American Robin 187; 
Gray Catbird 2*; Northern Mockingbird 20; European Starling 
2,212; Cedar Waxwing 134; House Sparrow 3,030*25y; House 
Finch 288; Purple Finch CW; Common Redpoll 44; Pine Siskin 
108; American Goldfinch 471; Chipping Sparrow 1; American 

Tree Sparrow 106; Dark-eyed Junco 609; White-crowned Sparrow 
2; White-throated Sparrow 66; Song Sparrow 22; Swamp Sparrow 
5; Eastern Meadowlark CW; blackbird sp. 1; Orange-crowned 
Warbler 2*; Common Yellowthroat 1; Yellow-rumped Warbler 
CW; Northern Cardinal 384.
Total:  45,306 individual birds.

A selection of historic data (since current circle began 1955):
Total birds counted: 3,544,907
Waterfowl: 1,016,692
Game fowl: 4,739
Raptor: 11,278
Waterbird: 252,149
Shorebird: 58
Passerine: 2,259,991

Native species: 1,621,189
Introduced species: 1,923,718

Count Day species: 191*
Count Week species: 7
All species: 191 + 7 = 198

* Note: net + 1 since last year, from two gained during this count 
and one lost due to Thayer’s Gull demotion from species status to 
subspecies of Iceland Gull.

Special notes:
The Hamilton Christmas Bird Count was founded in 1921 by the 
then-named Hamilton Bird Protection Society, now known as 
the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. Of course we are celebrating the 
centennial year for the Club this year.
Learn more about our counts at http://hamiltonnature.org/
birding/counts/
Participants: Jody Bootsma, Mike Boyd, Alex Breitkopf, John 
Brett, Wayne Bullock, Ron Campeau, Susan Carson, Simon 
Carter, Michael Clark, Bill Crins, Bob Curry, Jeni Darling, Sandy 
Darling, Michael DeLorey, Robert Dinniwell, Edward Dinniwell, 
Michelle Diplock, Kyle Diplock, Rob Dobos, Deniz Ergun, 
Lyn Folkes, Rick Folkes, Linda Fortier, Christian Friis, Denys 
Gardiner, Sharon Gardiner, Aidan Goldie, Mark Goldie, Monica 
Grantham, Meryl Hodnett, Jackson Hudecki & family, Kyna 
Intini, Simon Jeeves, Beth Jefferson, Mark Jennings, Jackson 
Kusack, Bill Lamond, Sarah Lamond, James Lees & son, Deborah 
Lindeman, Joyce Litster, Stu Mackenzie, Len Manning, Lou 
Marsh, David McInnis, Gord McNulty, Jason Miller, Matt Mills, 
Paul Mitro, Dave Moffatt, Frank Morley, Dilia Narduzzi, George 
Naylor, William Olenek, Mallory Peirce, Eric Philp, Jon Pleizier, 
Richard Poort, Rob Porter, Dennis Price, Bill Read, Joanne 
Redwood, David Restivo, Christine Roarke, Caleb Scholtens, 
Peter Scholtens, Darren Smillie, William Smith, Katherine Smith, 
Bob Stamp, Mike Street, Peter Thoem, Bronwen Tregunno, Rae 
Turner, Tristan Uchida, Phil Waggett, Nicole Wajmer, Mike 
Waldhuber, Rob Waldhuber, Doug Ward, Nicholas Wasilik, 
Sharleen Weatherley, Glenn Welbourn, Joan Wallace, Ross 
Wood, Brian Wylie.
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2018 AWARD OF MERIT
presented to

On behalf of the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority please accept this award to recognize your initiatives to 
improve and restore our local environment for the benefit of all watershed for the benefit of all residents

David Barrick
Interim CAO / Secretary-Treasurer

GM St. Catharines Propulsion Plant

2018 AWARD OF MERIT
presented to

On behalf of the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority please accept this award to recognize your initiatives 
to improve and restore our local environment for the benefit of all watershed residents

David Barrick
Interim CAO / Secretary-Treasurer

Hamilton Naturalists' Club

HNC Wins Group Award of Merit from Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority
NPCA Press Release

On February 28, 2019, at its 28th Annual Conservation 
Awards Club Castropignano in Welland, the Niagara 

Peninsula Conservation Authority (NPCA) recognized and 
honoured its dedicated volunteers from 2018. 

The event featured four unique stories, told by various existing 
NPCA volunteers whose effort and dedication is incredibly 
important to the NPCA’s ability to complete its work.

“Listening to such inspiring stories reminds us that every 
individual, every group, and every organization can truly make a 
difference,” said Renee Bisson, NPCA’s Community Engagement 
Manager. “We are very proud to have seen an increase in our 
number of volunteers, as residents across the Niagara Peninsula 

watershed felt empowered to make a difference together. We 
look forward to what 2019 will bring.” 

In addition to the awards, the evening featured another 
prestigious acknowledgement—the Award of Merit. This award 
is bestowed on an individual, group, or business, that has 
contributed voluntarily to enhancing the health of the watershed 
and restoring the local environment for the benefit of all residents. 
This years Group award was to the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club.

Bruce and Laurie Mackenzie attended the awards night with Deb 
and Steve Wood. Bruce and Laurie accepted the award on behalf 
of the Club.

In the presentation the HNC received the award for its work with 
its sanctuaries, Pollinator Project, Trees Please and the Grimsby 
Wetlands. The HNC received with the award $200.00 towards 
the Grimsby Wetlands Project.

Award of merit photo - lighter.jpg

Laurie and Bruce Mackenzie accepting Group 
Award of Merit for HNC from Kerry Royer 

(right), Coordinator, Community Outreach and 
Volunteers - photo NPCA.

The gathering at Club Castropignano in Welland on 28 February 2019 in honour of volunteers and also the bestowing of a Group Award of Merit to the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club - photo NPCA.
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Bandhavgarh 
was established as a national park in 1968, is comprised of 1,161 
square kilometres of mixed lowlands and highlands and is located 
southeast of the previous two parks in the Central Indian Highlands. 
We were shown dramatic shots of Oriental White-eye, Indian 
Robin, Alexandrine Parakeet, Blossom-headed Parakeet, Malabar 
Pied Hornbill, Indian Grey Hornbill, Black-hooded Oriole, Black-
naped Monarch, Crested Serpent Eagle, Common Stonechat, 
Red Avadavat, Ashy Prinia, Yellow-footed Green Pigeon, White-
eared Bulbul, Large-billed Crow, Long-billed Vulture, and White-
rumped Vulture.

A sad story Peter related 
is that the populations of 
several species of Indian 
vultures declined more than 
97% beginning in the 1990s. 
Vultures have traditionally 
been responsible for cleaning 
up India’s sacred cows after 
their bodies have been 
placed in depositories to 
be scavenged, so this was 
a serious problem. It was determined that carcasses of cattle 
recently treated with a drug called diclofenac (used widely to ease 
pain and reduce inflammation in cows) were fatal to vultures, 
especially the White-rumped Vulture. A replacement drug that is 
not toxic to vultures was introduced in 2006 but these vital birds 
are a long way from recovering from their near extermination.

The final park we 
were shown, Khana, 
also in the Central 
Indian Highlands, was 
established in 1955 and 
has an area of 1,060 
square kilometres. Its 
lush, moderate climate 
produces a mixture of 
lowland forests and 
meadows surrounded 
by highland forests. An 
interesting bird found 
here is the Crested 
Treeswift, whose chicks 

resemble grey tree twigs as a perfect form of camouflage! 
Twelve species of shrikes are found here as well as colourful 
species like the Red-rumped Swallow, Golden-fronted Leafbird, 
and Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher. Larger birds include the Hoopoe 
and the Red Junglefowl, progenitor of the common chicken, one 
of the most populous domestic animals on the planet! (Peter’s 
quick survey of the meeting attendees indicated that a majority 
of us had eaten either chicken meat or eggs that day.) Exotic in 
appearance are the Paradise Flycatcher and Greater Racket-tailed 
Drongo. Other passerines were Common Iora, Blue-bearded 
Bee-eater, and Brown-headed Barbet.

In keeping with the title of his talk, Peter had also shown us 

many pictures of tigers and other mammals in each of the areas 
he described. Today you can take guided excursions in all these 
areas, even on the back of an elephant, to view not only birds from 
tiny swifts to huge peacocks but also Bengal Tigers, Gaurs (like 
bisons), Indian Leopards, Jungle Cats, Barasingha (like deer), and 
Dholes (like foxes).

Thanks in part to sparse use of agricultural insecticides Peter 
showed us that India is a country rich in bird life. Observant 
birders will note many similarities to species found in other parts 
of the world, he noted, thanks to common evolutionary forces. 
His many colourful slides and insightful anecdotes let us know it 
is indeed a complex, mystical land. Its bounties await the curious 
naturalist who is willing to deal with the hot climate, ever-present 
smell of smoke, sometimes primitive hygienic facilities, and the 
press of people everywhere. As Peter said in a note he sent me a 
few days after his presentation, “I have left India, but India will 
never leave me.” 

After thanking our speaker, Bruce Mackenzie wrapped up the 
evening with a few final announcements and read us a comment 
that had been left in the sightings log at the Grimsby Wetlands. 
It seems that a distressed young man had come there after a 
family confrontation and found that just being in this “place of 
peace, nature, and positivity” helped restore his calmness. We 
are blessed in this area to have such ready access to natural areas 
that are so important to our physical and mental well-being. With 
spring arriving, we should all make a point of getting outdoors 
more often – for the health of it!

Speaker Peter Middleton.

Peter Middleton’s presentation: India - 
Temples, Tigers and Peacocks.

Thank You
My name is Ooma W. and I am writing to thank you for 
sponsoring me for the Ontario Nature Youth Summit. I am 
seventeen years old, and I live in Burlington. I love animals 
and nature, and attending this event was an extremely fun and 
educational experience! It was so cool to meet so many like-
minded people at the event, and learn so much more about the 
environment. I participated in many interesting workshops, 
events, and met a lot of new people. 
The five workshops I attended I attended were about 
salamanders, survival skills, medicinal plants, birds, and 
the Aboriginal Clan system. My favorite workshop was the 
medicinal plant workshop, where we made the cream from the 
plants we picked during the session. I also really enjoyed a bird 
workshop where I learned some interesting information about 
falcons and owls. The non-workshop events, such as the egg 
balancing “egguinox”, the campfire, and the team events were 
also highlights of the summit for me. I was on team yellow 
for the team events which included capture the flag and other 
competitive games. 

The whole weekend was essentially a great experience. 
Following the summit, I am planning to join the Ontario 
Nature Youth Council. I am eager to get involved with the 
environment. Thanks again for the sponsorship. Attending the 
summit was such a fun experience and allowed me to learn a 
lot more about the Council and how to get involved.

 continued from page 196)
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Environmental Changes in Ontario
by Bill Lamond

William McIlveen was the speaker for the March Monthly 
Meeting on 11 March. He received his B.Sc. (Agr.) and 

M.Sc. from the University of Guelph and received a Ph.D. 
in Plant Pathology from the Pennsylvania State University. 
He was the Senior Terrestrial Toxicologist with the Ontario 
Ministry of the Environment for over 25 years and then 
worked as an environmental consultant where he conducted 
biological inventories (flora and fauna) throughout Ontario. 
He is a fine naturalist and he contributes records annually to 
the Hamilton Butterfly Summary and has covered an area for 
the Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count for several years. He has 
authored or co-authored over 400 articles or reports relating to 
environmental matters ranging from naturalist club newsletters 
to government reports to refereed journals. In 2017, his activities 
were recognized by Ontario Nature and he was given the W.W.H. 
Gunn Conservation Award.

He was with us this night to discuss how the biota has changed in 
Ontario over time. Bill first talked in grand terms with how the 
ice age affected Ontario. Of course, the ice sheet wiped out almost 
everything, not surprisingly as the ice sheet was over a kilometre 
thick. Species such as Sugar Maple found refuge in the latitudes 
of Alabama, and Eastern Hemlock found refuge in the Carolinas. 
Eventually both of these species, and thousands of others moved 
back north into Ontario but it took thousands of years. Once the 
ice sheets retreated, the first habitat to re-establish was a tundra-
type habitat, then to spruce forest, then to a pine dominated 
forest, and then to a maple hardwood forest we have today. Of 
course, the animals moved accordingly. And what animals! Most 
of us know of the gigantic mammals that lived in North America 
several thousand years ago, such as Woolly Mammoth, Mastodon, 
Dire Wolf, Sabre-toothed Tiger, Camels, Lions, giant bears, and 
giant beaver. All of these animals died out, possibly “assisted” by 
aboriginals, new on the scene, that may have altered the balance.
Bill then skipped ahead thousands of years to our European 
ancestors who changed things dramatically by clearing the forests 
of much of southern Ontario, one of most altered environments 
on earth. 

Our speaker than changed gears and talked about disease. Most of 
us consider malaria a tropical disease but in the early 1800s it was 
common in some parts of southern Ontario. A good proportion 
of the population contracted malaria. In fact it was a major 
hindrance in the building of the Rideau Canal as many workers 
died from this scourge. But where in Ontario is malaria now? 
Nowhere. Why did it disappear from Ontario? It had nothing to 
do with any civic health efforts. It just disappeared. Obviously a 
good thing that it is gone whatever the reason.

Another scourge was Spanish Flu in 1919. World-wide it killed 
between 20-100 million people. We got off lightly in Canada as 
only 50,000 people died of this flu but it was still extreme as it 

killed so many young people 
unlike typical influenza. Other 
viral and bacterial diseases have 
largely been tamed by vaccines. 
For example, polio was wiped 
out in 1994. Most of use don’t 
think of human diseases as part 
of the biota but they are as much a part of the biota as diseases 
that affect animals and plants.

Bill then talked largely about changes in Ontario due to native 
species changing, either becoming more common or less common 
or even extirpated or extinct (Passenger Pigeon anyone?). The 
other main topic was introduced species, especially invasive 
species. I enjoyed Bill’s style of changing gears frequently which 
kept things fresh and interesting. It kept our attention despite 
most of us knowing all too well about the bad news stories about 
declining species and new invasive species.

One good-news story is the spectacular Giant Swallowtail. For 
many years it was restricted to the extreme southwest of southern 
Ontario despite its larval foodplant, Prickly-Ash, extending 
all the way to Ottawa. For whatever reason, possibly climate 
change, the species fairly rapidly expanded its range, through the 
Hamilton area in the late 1980s, to now being found in Ottawa 
and even Montreal. Contrasting this was the sobering news of 
the extirpation of three species butterfly species in Ontario that 
feed on Wild Lupine; Frosted Elfin, Karner Blue and Persius 
Duskywing.

Bill then took us on a journey of many stories that were familiar 
to many of us; stories of species loss and invading species that 
have become established and threaten many environments; the 
blights and diseases that have affected our native tree species are 
frightening while the invading species such as Phragmites and 
Zebra Mussels make us wonder where it will all end.

But of course, there are good-news stories. Wild Turkey and 
Trumpeter Swan have been re-introduced with great results 
and many species have increased in number such as Bald Eagle, 
Osprey, Merlin, Sandhill Crane and Eastern Bluebird.

Nonetheless, despite these few good-news stories it gives you 
grief to think what has been lost in this province. I sometimes 
think what a wonderful place Ontario would have been to explore 
before Europeans arrived to change it forever. As naturalists who 
care about this earth, we have to remain hopeful and do the best 
we can to protect and restore what is left. In this 100th anniversary 
of the HNC, I think we can be proud that our Club has kept true 
to its mandate of “protecting Nature”. 

William McIlveen - April 2016.
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WELO (West End of Lake Ontario) Survey Report - 9 February 2019
by Chris Motherwell, Co-ordinator

As always, a strong thank you goes out to the 15 stalwarts who 
out and about on February 9th. Although the temperatures 

were manageable, winds were high, making the lake choppy. It 
was also extremely icy and slippery in certain areas which made 
mobility tricky. 

Although the total number of birds was the lowest of the three 
years, it had the highest number of species with 51 (compared to 
41 in 2018 and 50 in 2017) and the record highs for 28 species - 
see list.  The following are species had the lowest numbers of the 
three years: Mute Swan, Mallard, Greater Scaup, White-winged 
Scoter, Long-tailed Duck, Common Goldeneye, Ring-billed Gull, 
Great Black-backed Gull, American Crow, American Robin, 
European Starling and House Sparrow.  

 The highlight of the count and first appearance was a Ross’ 
Goose found in the Forty Mile Creek area by Don Snyder - photo 
in eBird. Well done Don!  Three other birds were also new to 
the February count - Wild Turkey, Merlin, and Belted Kingfisher. 
A King Eider made its second appearance for February in the 
Bronte Harbour area (the last time was 2017). 

 Noteworthy were Canada Goose numbers, up by over 4,000 
from both 2017 & 18. Long-tailed Ducks are continuing the trend 
of not being as numerous as they were at the end of 2018 and also 
lower numbers than from previous years. Herring Gull had an 
increase of over 500 birds from other years. 

Counters: Luc Fazio, Marvin Medelko, Mark Field, Bruce 
Campbell, Kai Millyard, Beth Jefferson, Mary Ellen Starodub, 
Joan Kotanen, Christina Kovacs, Sarah Labrie, Tony Zammit, 
Chris Motherwell, Don Snyder, Dave Rooke and Judy Robins.

Cackling Goose 4;  Canada Goose 7,879;  Ross’s Goose 1;  Mute 
Swan 88;  Trumpeter Swan 5;  Gadwall 6;  Mallard 708;  American 
Black duck 28;  Redhead 95;  Greater Scaup 2,107;  Lesser Scaup 71;  
King Eider 1;  Harlequin Duck 2;  Surf Scoter 12;  White-winged 
Scoter 1,187;  Long-tailed Duck 5,282;  Bufflehead 437;  Common 
Goldeneye 1,724;  Hooded Merganser 1;  Common Merganser 
1,120;  Red-breasted Merganser 1,065;  Ruddy Duck 5;  Wild 
Turkey 1;  Rock Pigeon 79;  Mourning Dove 17;  Ring-billed Gull 
438;  Herring Gull 1,096;  Iceland Gull 3;  Great Black-backed Gull 
18;  Red-throated Loon 2;  Common Loon 2;  Bald Eagle 6;  Red-
tailed Hawk 6;  Snowy Owl 1;  Belted Kingfisher 1;  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker 2; Downy Woodpecker 14;  Hairy Woodpecker 1;  
Merlin 1;  Peregrine Falcon 2;  Blue Jay 4;  American Crow 14;  
Black-capped Chickadee 18;  Red-breasted Nuthatch 2;  White-
breasted Nuthatch 10;  American Robin 2;  European Starling 
43; House Sparrow 68;  Dark-eyed Junco 3;  Song Sparrow 1;  
Northern Cardinal 8;  American Goldfinch 16. 

Mary Ellen Starodub & Joan Kotanen brave cold weather & icy 
walkways to do the IBA Waterbird Count on February 9. Here they 

are at Paletta Park with their scopes - photo Beth Jefferson.

From the Membership Corner:
This is the 100th anniversary of the HNC. We celebrate the vision, determination, and optimism, of the first members, 
who made certain that Cootes Paradise was a nature sanctuary for posterity. I think they would be proud of what we have 
accomplished since then …a plethora of sanctuaries, a compounding of interests, and diversity of activities!

And now, as old as we are, we seem to be in a renaissance of renewal. Look at all the new memberships joined so far in 
2019!  May we find joy in our shared community for another 100 years — Jill Baldwin, Membership Director

New Families: James Byrne, Michelle Den Hollander, Nick Godfrey, Monica Grantham, James Herington, Morag     
Johnston, Laura Malloy, Karen & Glenn Root, Wendy & Randy Sqres.

New Couples: Margo Hearne & Peter Hamel, Michael & Diane Seed.

New Singles & Senior Singles: Celine Lajoie, Daylene Lumis, David Mivasair, Mary Beth Neibert, Evan Sinclair, 
Tristan Uchida, Sharleen Weatherley.

New Students: Catherine Mahoney, Greg Ford, Joseph Mentlik, Adam Perkovic, Patrick Kelly, Kristina 
Jovanovic.
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Looking at Lichens
by Alf Senior 

In spite of the fact that they are often underfoot, I have never 
been much interested in lichens. I have noticed them on my 

picnic table and they do add hue and texture. To find out more, 
I joined Carolyn Zanchetta, HNC Stewardship and Education 
Coordinator, for the 17 March Lichen outing to the Hamilton 
Cemetery. Older burial grounds provide ideal habitat with aged 
stones and mature trees. I joined a group of 30+ mostly novice 
naturalists on a pleasant afternoon walk. 

To prepare for this write-up I did some homework on a Wikipedia 
and remembered many points that 
Carolyn made to guide me here. 

Lichens are not plants. Some do look 
plant-like and some even have moss 
in the common names, but are not 
plants. The reference to “Reindeer 
Moss” is inaccurate. Lichens are far 
more complex, combining fungi 
and algae in a mutually beneficial 
relationship. Fungi provide a 
foundation to anchor the structure 
and gain moisture. Algae provide the 
power of photosynthesis. Though 
lichens grow on tree bark, they do 
not have roots and do not seem to be 
parasitic on plants. They do well on 

stone, bone and a variety of other surfaces. Often, they are the first 
colonizer of a barren surface. Something as complex as this raises 
the question about how they reproduce. There are two methods, 
one vegetative, the other sexual. Given how diverse and abundant 
lichens are, whichever reproduction they use works very well. 

Species vary greatly in form, ranging from flat, to layered, to leafy 
and branching. Colour ranges widely too, often bland grey, others 
are yellow, red, orange or even bright green. Colour provides 
some sun screen and results from produced pigments. These 

pigments are extracted and use in dyes 
and perfume. Growth is slow, but steady, 
enabling investigators to date events even 
thousands of years in the past. Sensitive 
to pollution, lichens can indicate local air 
quality. The more complex lichens suffer early; in a city, only flatter 
types remain. Lack of lichen indicates increased pollution. The 
Trees Please Project monitored two types in six neighbourhoods 
and found that fewer specimens exist around industrial areas of 
Burlington Street. Areas like Bayfront Park and a park on east 

central-mountain showed 
more lichens. Air quality 
monitoring confirmed 
these findings. 

Next time you are 
in a mature cemetery 
searching family history 
or birding, take the time 
to note the lichens.

Carolyn Zanchetta leading 
lichen walk - photo Alf Senior.

 Physcia millegrana on stone at 
Hamilton Cemetery - photo Alf Senior.

Candelaria concolor on stone at Hamilton Cemetery - photo Alf 
Senior.

Monarch Awards
Are you a gardener who uses native 
plants, captures rainwater, cares 
for the soil and follows sustainable 
practices? If you live in the urban 
part of Hamilton you could win a 
Monarch Award!
The Monarch Awards recognize 
gardeners who are making a 
contribution to a biodiverse, 
sustainable environment. Originating 
with a group of gardeners, the idea 
for an “alternative” garden awards 
program has gained momentum in 
the last few years. The organizing 
committee includes staff from 
the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, 
Environment Hamilton, along with 
volunteers from the Royal Botanical 
Gardens, the Crown Point Garden 
Club, as well as individuals. All 
entrants receive a Pollinator Paradise 
“We’re Feeding Pollinators” lawn sign 
and a listing in the Pollinator Garden 
map. For details about registering 
call Jen at 905-549-0990 or land@
hamiltonnature.org or visit http://
monarchawardshamilton.org/.

Alf Senior.
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Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
Celebrating 100 Years

40448074

Return any undeliverable Canadian 

addresses to: 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club

Westdale P.O. Box 89052

Hamilton, ON L8S 4R5

Pre-order and 
Ordering and payment 
for shirts is open now 
at the website (see link 
below) and will be 
available to order until 
14 May 2019. Shirts will 
be available for pick up 
at Mixed Media, 1060 
King St. W. and we will 
also arrange delivery at 
HNC events. 

The unique look of the Wood Duck 
is modernized here as it glides along 
the water moving. The Wood Duck is 
among the most strikingly beautiful 
birds in the world – the male has six 
or seven different colours on its head 
alone, including scarlet eye rings and 
an electric green pompadour of a crest, 
swept foppishly thick at the back.

http://hamiltonnature.org/2019-tshirts


