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Hello! By the time you are reading this it will be December. Hopefully not 
too late in the month! We have had some self-inflicted problems getting 
the Wood Duck produced and ready to mail. I strive to have this journal in 
member’s hands by the beginning of each month. I will work on that.

As I write this on 17 November I look out my windows here in Brantford 
and see many trees still in leaf. Seems outlandish for this date and a sure sign 
of our heating planet. It is depressing to talk and think about this so on to 
other matters.

This issue is back to the standard 24 pages. The last two issues were lacking 
in submitted material and I thank members who have submitted articles 
for this issue. Of course it does not help matters when the Editor forgets to 
publish submitted articles. Such is the case for the inclusion (finally!) of the 
2020 Hamilton Christmas Bird Count results. With the two editor system 
in place for last volume I think there was miscommunication between the 
editors. Mea culpa! As you will see in the Count write-up there was a record 
total of species in 2020 at 107. Very appropriate that we set this record on the 
100th anniversary of this Count. An after Count celebration was planned by 
compiler Rob Porter for this significant anniversary but Covid quashed that. 
So we celebrated instead with this record total.

At the last HNC Board meeting we discussed the possibility of resuming 
in-person Cub meetings beginning in January. We are allowed to do this 
and we can do it safely. Subsequent to this meeting case counts of Covid in 
Ontario started to rise and are still rising as of this writing. Covid is a small 
risk for those vaccinated and our meetings would be for the vaccinated only. 
Nonetheless we will have to see where Covid takes us with these plans. 

Please keep sending in your articles and photographs!

From the Editor

Bill Lamond
Editor

75  Birding Our Local Oases
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Next HNC Monthly Meeting

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
News and Updates

Due to the on-going pandemic, the HNC is not having its 
normal Monthly Meetings. Instead the “virtual” meetings 
will continue. We are hoping to start in-person meetings 
in Janauary, covid willing! A link to join the December 
webinar will be provided in the President’s Message in 
December and on the HNC website:

6 December at 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: Kaleigh Norquay
Topic: Become a Backyard “Batter”: How to Spot and 
Support Ontario’s Bats.

Kaleigh Norquay of the Willis bat lab at the University 
of Winnipeg will familiarize attendees with the bats of 
Ontario and the threats they face, such as White-nose 
Syndrome. You will learn about the Willis bat lab’s 
research that increases knowledge used to protect bats 
and how you can support your local bat population. 

Next BSG Webinar Meeting
13 December at 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: Jenn Baici

Topic: Wild Turkeys: A Year in the Life.

Wild Turkeys are a common sight in many Ontario 
landscapes. However, this was not always the case. Turkeys 
were hunted to extinction in Ontario in the early 1900s 
and were only reintroduced to the province in the 1980s 
when wildlife managers traded moose, otter and grouse for 
turkeys from several US states. Since their reintroduction, 
Ontario’s Wild Turkey population has grown rapidly. 

Unlike migratory bird species, turkeys stay in Ontario 
year-round with their behaviour and sociality changing 
with the seasons. Jenn Baici, a PhD candidate at Trent 
University, will be discussing the history of Wild Turkeys 

in Ontario, how turkey behaviour changes throughout the 
year, and what this means for her research. She welcomes 
any and all turkey questions. You can visit www.jennbaici.
weebly.com to learn more about research projects she has 
been involved with.

The Hamilton Christmas 
Bird Count (CBC)

The Hamilton CBC always takes place on Boxing Day, 
this year Sunday 26th December. If you would like to 
participate in this great annual tradition contact Rob 

Porter at rob@inpictures.ca

The Peach Tree Christmas 
Bird Count (CBC)

The Peach Tree CBC takes place on 2 January 2022. 
This relatively new Count is looking for volunteers. 
Please contact Count compiler Chris Motherwell at        

cmtrain@cmotherwell.com.

Letters to the editor are always welcomed and will be 
duly published. If you have something to say, positive or 
negative, send it in. We want your feedback on the journal 
or any other aspect of the HNC and its activities.
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 On the Cover: Merlin
 (Falco columbarius)

Family: Falconidae
Identification: This small speedy falcon has a habit of sitting 
on the the highest dead snag in a tree, or a cell-phone tower 
or an old style TV antenna. It rarely perches on wires as 
American Kestrels commonly do. It appears quite dark from 
afar with a minimal eye-line and a reduced malar streak 
compared to other falcons.

Habitat: In the East, this species was formerly restricted to 
the forested areas of the Canadian Shield but it has expanded 
its range southwards and has adapted to urban areas where 
its food (birds) is plentiful. Nonetheless it prefers to nest in 
the more heavily treed areas of cities.

Range: It now breeds across Ontario but is still absent from 
the extreme south-western counties - but likely not for long.

The Photo: Phil Mozel took this photo of a Merlin that has 
caught a dragonfly at Oakville on 30 September 2021. 

Species of the Month: Utah Crab Spider
(Bassaniana utahensis) 
Family: Thomisidae 

Identification: Crab Spiders are aptly named as they do 
look like miniature crabs. Most naturalists are familar with 
the Goldenrod Crab Spider, the cream-coloured spider with 
the pink sides that ambushes bees and butterflies on many 
different flower species. The Utah Crab Spider is much more 
cryptic in appearance.

Habitat: Little is known about this species. This individual 
was photographed on a BBQ cover!

Range: According to iNaturalist this species occurs across 
the northern US and adjacent Canada including Ontario. 
However, none of the Ontario records in iNat have been 
confirmed.

The Photo: This individual was photographed in a 
Burlington backyard in June 2021 by Jane Don.
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HSA Nature Note - Giant Leopard 
Moth Caterpillar (and adult!)
In our backyard last week and then I saw another on our walk the 
other day. Would love to see the moth! It’s beautiful!
Ellen Horak (15 October 2021)

The adult of this caterpillar is indeed striking but it is rarely seen. I 
have seen only three adults over 30 years of looking at moths, twice 
at Point Pelee and once in Norfolk County. As in the Isabella Tiger 
Moth, you see far more larvae (Woolly Bear), than you ever see 
adults. I see a few larvae each year of the Giant Leopard Moth 
in Brant County but have yet to see an adult. Of course you are 
only going to see an adult by attracting them to lights either 
purposefully with moth lights or incidentally to your porch light.
Bill Lamond (17 October 2021)

Taken (opposite) June the 5th 2021.  At our house (Ancaster).
Ian Smith (18 October 2021)

Giant Leopard Moth caterpillar at Glen Morris 
- 15 October 2021 - photo Jerry Horak.

Giant Leopard Moth at Ancaster - 5 June 2021 - 
photo Ian Smith.

HSA Nature Note - Leucistic 
White-throated Sparrow
Eric Lamond and I saw this leucistic White-throated Sparrow at the 
CNR Rail Trail in Brantford on 22 October. Eric took the photo. It 
was hanging out in a good-sized flock of White-throated Sparrows, 
hence the ID we have advanced. Eric, and others, are convinced 
there are yellow lores on this bird. I have to admit that it kind of 
looks that way. If that is the case then I think that would indicate 
that this is an adult. That would be unusual as that would indicate 
that this bird is over a year old and has managed to survive and not 
be eaten despite how conspicuous it is - and it was conspicuous. It 
is possible that a first-winter white-striped morph may show this 
much yellow in the supraloral area. I’m not sure.
Biill Lamond (25 October 2021)
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Birding is a Purpose with ABA President Jeffrey Gordon
by MICHAEL ROWLANDS
THE FIRST MEETING of the Bird Study Group’s 35th 
season took place virtually via Zoom on Monday, September 
20. BSG Director Jackson Hudecki opened with a short 
update on the Global Bird Collision Mapping Project and an 
appeal for anyone observing Chimney Swifts to contact him 
directly at birdstudygroup@hamiltonnature.org. As always, 
he encouraged viewers to consider volunteering to become 
more active in the BSG, to join the Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club (if not already members), and even to think about 
applying for a few open positions on the HNC board!

Our guest speaker was Jeffrey Gordon, who has been 
President of the American Birding Association since 2010. 
Jeff is a well-known writer, photographer, tour leader, and 
naturalist. He is a frequent speaker and field trip leader at 
various birding and nature festivals.

The American Birding Association represents not just the 
American recreational birding community (now including 
Hawaiians) but also Canadian and Mexican birders! To 
paraphrase its website, the ABA supports birders through 
publications, conferences, podcasts, workshops, tours, 
partnerships, and networks. Its education programs 
promote birding skills, ornithological knowledge, and the 
development of a conservation ethic. The ABA encourages 
birders to apply their skills to help conserve birds and 
their habitats, and represents the interests of birders in 
planning and legislative arenas. All birders are welcomed 
as members! Visit www.aba.org for more information.

Jeff first explained that birding has looked different during 
the COVID-19 pandemic because many people have 
chosen access to green spaces and observation of wildlife, 
in particular birding, as a lifeline during this time of 
decreased group events. Birding is a purpose in that it is 
good for you, the community, and the planet! He showed 
us a short pre-pandemic video of Dana Leclerc, a bird-
bander at Long Point in Ontario, becoming very excited 
at her first-ever sighting of a Kirtland’s Warbler during a 
group hike. During the pandemic, he said that birding has 
had this same power to let people explore the outdoors 
more thoughtfully – alone or safely with just a few others – 
and experience the elation of discovering more about birds.

The ABA began as a small organization in December 1968 
with a 6-page publication called Birding. It grew to several 
thousand members through the 1970s, printing its first 
black-and-white cover photo (of Roger Tory Peterson and 
Kenn Kaufmann) in the summer of 1973. Now a colour 

publication, Birding 
is available to ABA 
members as part of their 
membership. The focus 
of ABA has always been 
on people, Jeff asserted: 
feeling part of the birding 
community and finding 
joy in sightings and 
sharing them. He gave 
some personal examples of 
how he became interested 
in birds after a childhood 
trip to Florida’s Everglades 
and seeing ibises close-
up. Later he was excited 
to share his scoping of a rare Yellow-headed Blackbird on 
an outing with the Delaware Ornithology Society. Birding 
has a low impact on the environment and is physically and 
psychologically satisfying because it can provide an inner 
connection with the rhythms and processes of nature.

Jeff said the ABA is a “loud and proud advocate for 
birding” and engages in a variety of activities and projects 
to encourage ethical birding. Their Code of Birding Ethics 
(available on the website) is widely accepted – for example, 
he showed us pictures of it posted on the restroom walls 
in Estero Llano Grande State Park in southwestern Texas. 
The ABA encourages the purchase of duck stamps and 
bird-friendly coffee and takes positions on issues that affect 
birdlife, such as feral cats and the construction of a wall in 
the Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge in the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley.

Birding is changing, he observed, from the days when 
birders often went on dawn-to-dusk treks to a more 
relaxed – but not frivolous – part-time recreation, in 
which modern technology is often embraced to help with 
location and identification of particular species. Jeff noted 
that young birders are often quite adept at noticing the 
finer points of difference between species because of their 
experience with complex video games. Even the type of 
clothing birders wear has expanded, from khaki to virtually 
anything comfortable.

Birding clubs are finding ways to make themselves more 
inviting to newcomers – with spacious meeting rooms, 
lots of parking, greeters, and helpers. Even challenging 
old assumptions such as meeting times for outdoor events 

Bird Study Group Meeting Summary – 20 September 2021

American Birding Association 
President Jeffrey Gordon.
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can make a difference: a Boulder, Colorado event called 
Gullapalooza moved its start time from early morning to 
noon and saw its attendance soar from 30 to 300 participants! 
Birding outings are also becoming more family oriented.

Publications about birds are now featuring more pictures of 
people birding than just birds, which is attracting a greater 
audience. The more birders, the better, Jeff stated, because 
birders support conservation and communities. He finished 
his formal comments by saying the biggest threats to birds 
is not climate change or habitat loss but being ignored by 
us! We have an important role to play in ensuring birds will 
survive for our children and grandchildren to enjoy.

A discussion then ensued in which Paul Riss (an ABA board 
member, also known as “Hamilton’s tattooed, east end punk 
birdman”) and Colleen Reilly (organizer of HNC’s Pipits 
birding group) joined Jackson and Jeff for some questions 
and further comments. Colleen asked how birding groups 
could align with the ABA’s mission and objectives and Jeff 
simply encouraged all groups to share their group’s activities 
with the ABA so they could communicate them widely (they 
even pay for some articles, he added).

Another conversation thread concerned some social media 
birding groups that often disparage beginning birders. Jeff 
claimed that the more successful ones genuinely help novices. 
Rather than knock someone else’s birding practices, just 
promote yours. There will also be different financial barriers 
to birding travel and equipment faced by some members in 
any group, but it’s healthy to be aware of these, he said. Elite 
participants can certainly inspire others.

It was also discussed that you should get advance permission 
to take pictures of birders when you are out with a group. 
While clubs everywhere want to encourage diversity in their 
memberships, you also want to avoid “brown washing” in 
photos. If staging photos, do so only with willing participants! 
Jeff stated the important thing is to make outdoor spaces safe 
for everyone and to highlight areas where birders can have a 
positive influence.

Paul mentioned that he enjoys the fact that Canadians and 
Americans within the ABA have many shared interests 
and Jeff noted that the ABA recently made its membership 
dues the same for Canada, Mexico, and the USA. Jeff ’s final 
comment was that clubs should work to resolve issues between 
any splinter groups that form within their memberships and 
focus on the welfare of the birds.

Jackson then wrapped up the meeting and thanked all the 
speakers. I suspect that most viewers of the webinar were 
extremely pleased with the enthusiasm that Jeff exuded 
during his inspiring talk and some, like me, may have gone 
and joined the ABA as a result!

Short Hills Work Party, Saturday 
November 6th, 2021

John Fischer, Warren Beacham and James 
Byrne cleared the trails at Short Hills on the 
6th of November work party. This is the first 
time since 2019 that a serious trail work-party 
has been done. The Marion Shivas Trail had 
a number of smaller trees down. The Linking 
Trail required the most work, with old beech 
on the hill going down the north side of the 
trail and a number of trees down along the 
creek. A serious effort was needed to clear the 
trail on the hill up to the Hurlburt Loop. This 
was very overgrown and required many small 
trees to be trimmed or removed from the trail. 
The Hurlburt Loop itself was overgrown but 
in reasonably good shape. Trails were flagged 
where needed as some of the trail markers are 
fading.

The trails at Short Hills are now are cleared 
and easily accessible. Colours were amazing 
for the first week of November.

There is a proposal for a trail reroute for a 
small section of the Linking Trail that will be 
discussed at the November 16 meeting.
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Kay MacCulloch is a Centenarian
by DEENA ERRAMPALLI
LIFE IS WORTH CELEBRATING, especially 100 years of 
history! 

Our fellow birder Catherine (Kay) MacCulloch turned 100 
years old on September 3, 2021. How can one let such an 
important milestone pass by without celebrating it? Three of 
the Larks, Beth Jefferson, Elaine Serena and Louise organized 
a birthday party to celebrate Kay’s special milestone and 
invited other Larks. 

The Larks are a group of women birders who meet mostly on 
Monday mornings and enjoy bird watching around Hamilton/
Burlington. Some are interested in the wildflowers and other 
creatures too. 

Beth Jefferson hosted an outdoor party for the Larks under a 
gazebo at her condominium on the shores of Lake Ontario in 
Burlington, Ontario. 

It was a perfect sunny day at 23°C. Under the cerulean blue 
skies, the lake was so calm it resembled a mill pond. Many 
Ring-billed Gulls were flying over the lake while a few Double-
crested Cormorants were paddling the waters near the shore. 
Silver flashes - few fish jump out of the water to catch insects. 
A sailboat passed by.

We were awestruck when Kay, the guest of honour, walked up 
to the gazebo without any assistance of a cane or a walker. I 
know others who are much younger than Kay have mobility 
issues. It is hard to believe that Kay is 100 years old and still 
active and sharp. Her son Greg flew from Calgary, Alberta, to 
celebrate Kay’s very special milestone birthday and joined our 
party as well.

I thought it would be nice for the Guest of Honour to have a 
special sash and brought along one. When Kay arrived at the 
gazebo, I asked her if she would like to wear a birthday sash. 
She smiled and said, ‘yes’. I quickly adorned her with a sash, 
with It’s my 100th birthday written on it. It even matched with 
her blue shirt. Perfect.

August 31, 2021, the day of Kay’s birthday party with the 
Larks, was very busy for me. On that sunny and cool morning 
I had a previously scheduled 61st birthday and 37th wedding 
anniversary party of my new found cousin, Rodhe, on zoom. 
Rodhe and her family live in India. I live in Grimsby, Ontario, 
Canada. In December 2020, I discovered that Paul, Rodhe’s 
son, and I had DNA match at the 4th cousin level through 
“23andMe”. We communicated and discovered many new 
maternal cousins I did not know that existed. Although I have 
been in North America for almost 37 years, both my parents 
were from India. I met cousin Rodhe’s family on zoom and for 

the past 8 months we have been meeting monthly on zoom. 
India is 9.5 hours ahead of us and so, to accommodate different 
time zones, we (10 of us from 3 countries- India, Canada and 
USA) met from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 EST. Rodhe blew out the 
candles and cut a birthday cake in India. A virtual celebration!

Soon after the virtual 61st birthday and 37th wedding 
anniversary celebrations, I told them I am going to a 100th 
birthday party of birder friend, Kay and I will get a chance to 
eat a piece of cake for real! My cousins wanted to hear about 
the 100th birthday party and I promised that I would tell them 
about the party and share a few pictures soon. 

I got ready and drove 43 km from my home in Grimsby to 
Burlington. While driving on the Queen Elizabeth Way 
(QEW), I thought about the communication technologies 
used 100 years ago, when Kay was born. In the 1920s the 
telephone and the telegrams were common communication 
tools and 100 years later emails, social media, mobile phones 
and zoom meetings.

The traffic moved at a good pace on the QEW and I made it 
by 10:15 a.m., just 15 minutes before the party began. It was 
good timing for the official photographer to arrive (earlier 
Beth asked me if I would like to be the official photographer 
and I gladly agreed). 

It was a small party because we are still in COVID-19 
pandemic. Seventeen of us, fully vaccinated, were at the party. 
For many of us, this is the first get together with friends after 

Kay MacCulloch at 100 - photo Deena Errampalli.
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a year and half of staying apart.

For many people alive today, the COVID-19 pandemic is the 
most difficult and challenging time they’ve ever experienced. 
But for Kay MacCulloch, it’s another chapter in a life that 
began during the Great Depression, and now her life spans a 
full century. 

Kay’s son Greg (now in his 70s) tells me a story. “It was 38 
years ago. I took my mom on hike at Banff in the Canadian 
Rocky Mountains. Some of the relatives and friends almost 
scolded me and asked, how can you taken an ancient woman 
(at 62) on a hike in the mountains? After 38 years she is still 
walking and goes on birding hikes. Even at 100!” We smile.

Beth ordered a beautiful birthday cake. A two-layered 
white cake with lemon filling and a Wood Duck (Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club logo) picture on the icing, was appropriate 
for a birder! The blue icing trim and yellow and white roses 
matched Kay’s blouse and her scarf. I love such happy 
coincidences. There was a good spread of food on the table. 
Mixed fruit salad, cheese and crackers, watermelon, lemonade 
and punch. Late summer flowers, Black-eyed Susans and 
Hydrangea flowers in the vase matched the colours on the 
table cloth. We could hear the Black-capped Chickadees 
singing in the spruce trees behind the gazebo. All enjoyed the 
food and cake. Delicious was the word!

The guests had a chance to visit with Kay and also with each 
other. They are friends with many years of shared experiences. 
I am one of the youngest of the attendees and joined the Larks 
just over a year ago and so, I was busy catching up and even 
meeting a couple of the Larks for the first time.

This milestone party made me reminisce. I thought of a special 
person in my life, my ammamma (means mother’s mother in 
my native language Telugu in the state of Andhra Pradesh, 
India). My ammamma / grandmother, Deena Siddela, lived 
to 89 years in India. In 1986, 89 years was considered to be a 
long life when the life expectancy was 56 years in India and 76 
years in Canada. She was a beauty even in her old age. There 
was a special bond between us, as I was named after her. She 
was a retired elementary school teacher. In her early 80’s, she 
told me that she was tired of mourning for the friends and 
family that died. Her husband (my grandfather) died in 1963, 
at the age of 70 years old and her oldest son died in 1966, at 
the age of 51 years. She said she was happy to see all her 30 
grandchildren, and a few great grandchildren. We all loved 
her dearly. She lived with my parents for the last 20 years of 
her life and so, my siblings and I were very attached to her. I 
have so many fond memories of my grandma.

Hopefully we can have a chat with Kay about her impressions 
of the past 80 years during one of our birding outings in the 
future.

Kay quietly told me, “I do not like too much fuss made about 

me. I am always at the back of the room”. 

When Beth asked me to have a party for my 100th, I thought 
about it and said, yes”. I replied, Kay, “I am so glad that you 
agreed! This is a rare opportunity for us to celebrate a 100th 
birthday party.” After taking the group photo, Beth made a 
presentation to Kay. The Larks gave Kay a gift of $100 --- one 
dollar for each of Kay’s wonderful 100 years and she was to use 
this, donating it to one or more nature charities of her choice.

The birthday party continued with talk about grandchildren, 
the birth of great grandchildren, the death of a cousin, the 
death of a spouse, joys and sorrows of being alive, health 
concerns and treatments, seeing family and friends in person 
after a year and so on…

A thank you message from Kay:
Kay’s son Greg wrote a note after the birthday party with 
the Larks. Kay has travelled extensively throughout Canada 
visiting all three Territories and 10 Provinces and has indeed 
lived in four of our provinces. In that experience she has 
come to know of many places and organizations that could 
benefit with additional support. After careful consideration, 
she decided that in the spirit of thinking globally and acting 
locally to divide the gift to support two organizations that 
have had special meaning to her over the years. Kay 
decided to provide $50 to the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
Conservation/Education Endowment Fund; and to provide 
the remaining $50 to the Bruce Trail Conservancy. Both of 
these organizations have done significant work in preserving 
habitat and reaching out to the rapidly expanding population 
of this community to introduce people to the outdoors and to 
the challenges of conserving this important habitat.

Kay would like to express her thanks to these two organizations 
for the great work they have done and to thank the Larks for 
the contribution.

Group photo. 1st row - L-R: Elaine Serena, Beth Jefferson, Kay, Deena 
Errampalli; 2nd row - Shena Chisholm, Emily Prue, Joan Shewchun, 
Marg Troy, Judy Eberspaecher; 3rd row - Bev Douglas, Joyce Litster; 
4th row - Diane Green, Joan Wallace; back row - Elaine Unitt, Vicky 

Espin-Mason.
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Trumpeter Swans: An Amazing Story of Conservation 
Success with Liz Benneian
by MICHAEL ROWLANDS
AS USUAL, BIRD STUDY GROUP director Jackson 
Hudecki began the monthly Zoom webinar with an 
acknowledgment of the Indigenous peoples who inhabited 
this area long before settlers arrived and made some general 
announcements about recent bird sightings (Groove-billed 
Ani near Stratford, two Yellow-throated Warblers locally, 
Nelson’s Sparrow, Northern Goshawk, Mississippi Kite, 
Dickcissel, Pomarine Jaeger) and upcoming HNC events.

Our featured talk for the evening was the story of the 
conservation success of the Trumpeter Swan in Ontario. 
The world’s largest swan went from being extirpated from 
Ontario to a population numbering over 2,000 today. To tell 
us about this was our guest speaker, Liz Benneian. She is a 
former journalist and newspaper editor who has been leading 
environmental advocacy and educational organizations 
since 2004. Currently she is the Executive Director and 
Manager of Environmental Education at Ontariogreen 
Conservation Association (http://www.ontariogreen.ca/), 
a charity dedicated to providing environmental education 
in classrooms and communities. For the past eight years, 
Liz has also been the spokesperson for the Trumpeter Swan 
Coalition (http://www.trumpeterswancoalition.com/), a 
group dedicated to protecting the over-wintering habitat 
of one-fifth of Ontario’s population of Trumpeter Swans at 
LaSalle Park in Burlington. In recognition of her dedication 
to preserving and enhancing the environment, she has 
received many local, provincial, and national awards.

Liz began by describing typical characteristics of Trumpeter 
Swans, which are native only to North America and our 
largest swan, with wingspans of 2.4 metres. Their name 
comes from their loud, trumpet-like voice when they honk. 
They are distinguished from Tundra and Mute Swans by 
their all-black legs, feet, and beaks. The beak is smoothly 
sloping and the bill base forms a V shape, rather than a U 
shape, on the forehead. There is a red border on the lower 
mandible and no yellow marking on the lore, as in Tundra 
Swans. Adults are all white, although their necks may get 
stained by minerals when they tip in shallow water to feed 
on underwater plants. Juveniles stay grayish during their 
first year.

Historically, Trumpeters were hunted for their meat and 
feathers, but even the leather from their feet was used to make 
small change purses! In Ontario they were hunted out of 

existence, the last one being 
shot at Long Point in 1886. 
Across North America, the 
Trumpeters were nearly 
wiped out, prompting the 
US government to ban 
hunting, protect habitat 
and begin a conservation 
program for them in the 
1930s. Slowly the western 
population began to build 
itself again.

In Ontario nothing happened until 1982 when Harry 
Lumsden, a wildlife biologist working for the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources, started a restoration project in 
traditional Trumpeter Swan nesting territories near Midland’s 
Wye Marsh. He started with eggs from remnant populations 
of trumpeters found in Alaska and recruited local landowners 
to care for the cygnets and eventually release them to the wild. 
For his dedication, Harry was awarded the Order of Canada 
in 2003 and the Lieutenant Governor’s Ontario Heritage 
Award for Lifetime Achievement in 2012. The latest counts 
of Ontario Trumpeters include about 2000 raised from Harry 
Lumsden’s original flock and about 1000 American birds that 
nest in northwestern Ontario. Forty years of hard work by all 
the volunteers has certainly paid off.

On their farm in northern Ontario, Bev and Ray Kingdon 
were early volunteers in raising cygnets for release to the wild 
from captive pairs provided by Harry. After they moved to 
Burlington a few years later, they established and maintained 
for a decade a banding program for the Trumpeters that 
migrated to Lake Ontario sites and educated the public about 
Trumpeter Swans (Bev spoke to the BSG back in September 
2007). Their work is now being continued by the Trumpeter 
Swan Restoration Group (TSRG).

Early birds raised in northern parts of Ontario hung around 
during the winter, not knowing how to migrate south. Even 
attempts to lead some swans southward with an ultralight 
aircraft were unsuccessful! In 1993, during a particularly 
nasty winter, a Trumpeter Swan known as Pig Pen (she was a 
sloppy eater) did venture as far south as Burlington with her 
mate and their cygnets. A call went to Harry Lumsden that a 
tagged swan had been seen in the lake and its tag identified 

Bird Study Group Meeting Summary – 25 October  2021

Liz Benneian - photo from 
Niagara at Large.



72    DECEMBER  2021

it as a well-known swan named Pig Pen. Harry contacted 
Bev Kingdon in Burlington and said this swan would come 
to her if she called it by name! Bev went to the shore and, 
sure enough, this worked! Bev and other volunteers thus 
started the practice of feeding the swans cracked corn 
through the cold winters. For many years thereafter, Pig 
Pen continued to bring other Trumpeters and her own new 
cygnets to Burlington, and LaSalle Park is now an established 
wintering place. Trumpeters also started migrating in groups 
to other southern Ontario places like Oakville Harbour and 
Scarborough’s Bluffer’s Park. Some of the younger Ontario 
Trumpeters have also been known to winter on the US 
eastern seaboard or in Quebec.

Ideal winter habitats, such as LaSalle Park, are places that 
provide shelter from cold winter winds, beach habitat for 
resting, and good aquatic vegetation in shallow open water 
(swans tip and do not dive for their food). Trumpeters, which 
Liz called “the Boeing 747s” of swans, require 100 metres of 
open water as a runway for takeoffs and landings. Trumpeters 
also like to bathe themselves and preen their feathers a lot, to 
keep them in top condition.

Trumpeter Swans begin pair bonding once they reach an 
age of 3-4 years and mate for life, unless one of the mates 
disappears or dies (in which case they usually form a new 
pair bond). The parents are very protective of their young 
and typically have four to six cygnets. (In 2011 one pair 
had 10 young!) Nesting takes place from the end of March 
to the end of November. While the population is now self-
sustaining, some Trumpeters perish annually from the 
ingestion of poisonous lead shot and fishing sinkers while 
feeding on aquatic plants. Some also mistakenly eat plastic 
flowers and plastic-wrapped food floated in the water 
during religious ceremonies. Entanglement in fishing lines, 
illegal hunting, harassment by dogs and personal watercraft, 
collisions (mostly by cygnets) with unmarked powerlines, 
diseases, and natural predation are other causes of death.

Interestingly, when the adult Trumpeters fly north again in 
the spring, their cygnets fly with them but do not stay in the 
same location as their parents. They stay nearby so that the 
original nesting sites will provide enough food for the new 
season’s offspring. In the fall, when it’s time to migrate, one 
of the adult Trumpeters will fly into the sky and issue loud 
“gathering calls” heard by all the previous year’s cygnets in the 
area, to join the new families in group migrations to the south.

Overwintering takes place from mid-November to mid-
February. This is the time to search for a mate, for males 
test one another with chasing, feather pulling, and “victory 
dances.” Generally, the Ontario swans do not get stressed by 
humans, so it’s possible to get quite close to them for research 
purposes. Most of the time Trumpeter Swans also get along 
well with other swans, like Mute Swans and Tundra Swans 
when they do happen to be in the same area. At LaSalle Park, 
the volunteers in the TSRG, which includes students from 
the University of Guelph, carefully capture the new swans 
in the group, assign them names, fasten leg bands (males 
on the right leg; females on the left) and attach wing tags 
with unique alphanumeric identifiers that can be seen from 
a distance. They also take various body measurements and 
generate genealogical records.

The feeding of bread, crackers, cheesies and other human 
snack foods to Trumpeters and other waterfowl can cause 
a condition known as “angel wing.” When young birds 
whose wing bones are still developing get too much of 
these unsuitable foods, the last joint in one or both wings 
twists outward, making the wing(s) protrude unnaturally. 
This restricts the birds’ ability to fly and may lead to their 
predation. If caught early, this condition can be reversed in 
captivity with a more appropriate diet. TSRG volunteers are 
licensed to feed raw cracked corn to the swans as a more 
suitable food when they are corralling them for tagging and 
study; the public should not feed them at all.

Protection of the swans’ summer and winter habitats is 
vitally important as many marshes and beaches have been 
lost to development. At LaSalle Park in 2013, a proposed 
expansion of the summer-only marina with a permanent rock 
breakwater and hundreds of permanent boat slips presented 
numerous potential threats to the 150-200 Trumpeters who 
winter there annually. The breakwater would prevent wave 
action from maintaining open water allowing the swans 
to feed just off the beach, space for the swans would be 
reduced, their flight paths would be restricted, the aquatic 
vegetation they feed on would be damaged and the water 
quality deteriorated. Fortunately, Bev Kingdon enlisted Liz 
Benneian at this point for her experience in dealing with 
environmental issues at a political level. As a result, the 
Trumpeter Swan Coalition was formed and it rallied for 
eight years to oppose the marina expansion. They requested 
a higher-level environmental assessment of the project, held 

Trumpeter Swan adult head-study at LaSalle Park - 21 
February 2021 - photo Markus Legzdins.
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public information events, went door-to-door, published 
brochures, set up a website (trumpeterswancoalition.com), 
and Liz made many appeals to Burlington’s city council to 
make them realize the damage the project would do to the 
Trumpeters’ winter habitat.

While the City of Burlington eventually funded a smaller 
floating breakwater that may allow the summertime 
berths to remain in the water year-round, there were no 
public funds or infrastructure grants available to cover the 
estimated $14 million cost of the expansion. In the end, 
it was too expensive for the yacht club to proceed on its 
own with the project. Also, advocates for the Trumpeters 
convinced the City to agree to provide funding to feed 
the swans if the TSRG determines that the harbour has 
been frozen for a long enough period that it jeopardizes 
the swans’ natural food supply. They also have urged the 
City to provide signage explaining the Trumpeter Swan 
recovery story and to advise the public not to feed the 
swans (or other waterfowl) bread or other unhealthy foods 
to prevent “angel wing.”

Liz then regaled us with a number of stories about 
individual swans. Pig Pen featured in one drama because 
one winter her mate did not return with her to Burlington. 
She and her cygnets overwintered successfully and 
returned north the next spring. There she took a new 
mate and the cycle repeated – she raised a new brood of 
cygnets and the family again migrated to Burlington for 
the next winter. On their return north the following spring 
though, Pig Pen’s first mate was waiting on the old nest site, 
obviously fully recovered from whatever had ailed him the 
season before – perhaps illness, mild lead poisoning, or an 
injury. A wild fight broke out and mate #1 drove off mate 
#2, and then resumed his husbandly duties with Pig Pen, 
raising a new brood of cygnets that summer! Sadly, mate 
#1 and one of the cygnets were killed in a collision with 
a power line about a year later. Pig Pen eventually chose 
mate #3 and continued raising new broods of cygnets in 

the Wye Marsh area until she was 11 years old. Tragically, 
she was deliberately struck by a motorboat in Georgian 
Bay but rescued with a badly broken wing. Unfortunately, 
she eventually died from her injuries and subsequent 
infections, despite surgery, antibiotics and other efforts 
to save her at the University of Guelph. There is now a 
memorial to Pig Pen at the Wye Marsh; her living legacy is 
that one of every 80 swans in the Ontario flock today is one 
of her direct descendants.

Another Trumpeter named Cinder had several inches 
of her neck feathers and skin stripped nearly to the 
bone after a possible predator’s attack or collision with a 
power line. Her injury was wrapped in a compress soaked 
with honey (for its antibacterial properties), antibiotics 
were administered and, after several weeks of rest and 
rehabilitation, she made a full recovery.

Magnetawan Ben was a rough and rowdy male who chased 
canoes and boats on the Magnetawan River and actually 
broke someone’s arm. He was captured from a boat by a 
member of the TSRG and sent to the Wye Marsh where he 
served a “time out” in a pen alone. Released in the winter, he 
met a mate and became more sociable with everybody. Liz 
called it a “bad boy meets nice girl and settles down” story!

After a few more anecdotes, Liz explained for those 
interested in following the lives of the current flock of 
Trumpeter Swans, that there is a Facebook group you can 
join (Ontario Trumpeter Swans) that receives updates 
and photos from people following specific individuals 
or families. You can use the search bar to find all entries 
for a particular swan by entering its wing tag number. If 
you wish to report any sightings of Trumpeter Swans as 
a citizen scientist, search for “Ontario Trumpeter Swans 
Sighting Report” and answer the questions it asks. The 
information is used strictly for research in understanding 
where and when the Trumpeters are at different times of 
the year and helps with efforts to sustain and grow the 
population of this iconic bird.

Liz commented that she has met some very caring, kind and 
interesting people as part of the Trumpeter Swan recovery 
effort and encouraged all of us to spread the story of this 
conservation success story. It began with Harry Lumsden’s 
vision of saving an extirpated population and has resulted in 
a healthy, self-sustaining population 40 years later. This gives 
people the hope that each of us can do our part in keeping 
these birds and their habitats healthy for years to come.

Jackson thanked Liz for her informative and entertaining 
presentation and for staying on-line to answer all the 
questions that viewers had asked. Now it’s our turn to 
educate others we encounter when we’re out birding on the 
trails and shorelines – it’s an inspirational story!

Trumpeter Swans at LaSalle Park - 1 February 2021 - photo 
Olivia Wilson.



74    DECEMBER  2021

Overwhelming Opposition to Offsetting
by DON MCLEAN
RELOCATING WETLANDS AND FORESTS to 
accommodate land development has been overwhelmingly 
rejected by hundreds of residents who responded to a draft 
offsetting policy proposed by the Hamilton Conservation 
Authority board. It’s a sharp rebuke to HCA chair Lloyd 
Ferguson and the majority of his board that pushed for such a 
policy last year in response to developer proposals to relocate 
a wetland in the headwaters of Ancaster Creek.

Gord McNulty submitted comments on behalf of the 
HNC opposing a general offsetting policy [printed in the 
September Wood Duck] “because of the potential risks and 
uncertainties for the conservation of natural areas”. He 
argued that “by ruling out an offsetting policy, the HCA 
would demonstrate strong leadership in protecting what 
remains of our diminishing wetlands in southern Ontario.”

The policy approved by the HCA board on November 4 
recommends that offsetting “be limited to address issues 
associated with Ministerial Zoning Orders (MZO)” and 
other provincial or municipal decisions. In those situations 
the staff say where there is a requirement for “the removal or 
partial removal of a designated or regulated natural heritage 
feature, offsetting/compensation can be utilized to provide 
for ‘net gain’ or at a minimum, ‘no net loss’.”

The staff recommendation was approved unanimously, but 
Hamilton councillor Tom Jackson said he was “reluctantly 
supporting” it and HCA chair Lloyd Ferguson made a 
lengthy speech against the policy. Ferguson argued that the 
policy will block jobs and new tax revenues because wetlands 
“make a lot of that land undevelopable”, but he voted for it 
because it was obvious it was going to be approved.

Controversial Ford government legislation last year forced 
Conservation Authorities to provide permits for MZO 
projects even where significant environmental areas are 
harmed. MZOs eliminate all other normal processes 
including public consultation, municipal planning practices 
and environmental protection laws and regulations.

A year ago, a majority of the local HCA board directed their 
staff to come up with a local offsetting policy in response to a 
developer plan to relocate an Ancaster wetland. A draft went 
out in June for public input and three hundred residents 
responded virtually unanimously in opposition to offsetting.

Without waiting for that consultation, the developers pushed 
ahead without an HCA policy, but saw their plans rejected 
in early June in a secret vote by the HCA board. That came 
after two webinars by the Hamilton 350 Committee, eight 

delegations to the board 
and over 200 letters 
urging protection of the 
Garner Road wetland.

Both the level of public 
outcry and the HCA 
board rejection of a 
development permit were 
unprecedented. Now 
the public response to a 
Conservation Authority policy consultation is also unheard 
of and mirrors the currently high levels of public engagement 
in Hamilton’s growth plan.

Environment Hamilton made a joint submission with 
Ontario Nature, Environmental Defence and the Wilderness 
Society opposing the policy. They noted the need for 
Indigenous consultation and respect for Indigenous rights 
in the policy. They called offsetting a “highly risky business” 
and contended “there is little evidence that even ‘no net loss’ 
is achieved in most instances, much less ‘net gain’.”

Hamilton’s local developers’ association – the West End 
Home Builders Association – appears to have been the 
only group in favour. “[A] proactive Offsetting Policy will 
allow for improved development of sustainable complete 
communities that promote conservation, while allowing 
for practical, replicable, and implementable environmental 
outcomes,” argued the WEHBA, who also warned that 
“the reality within the HCA watershed and beyond is that 
competing land uses in Southern Ontario will be one of the 
most challenging issues to address in the future.”

The Hamilton staff submission said the offsetting proposal 
could “hinder or conflict with” the city’s climate, urban 
forestry and biodiversity strategies. They noted that official 
plans don’t allow for offsetting and that “compensation 
conflicts with current city policies”. They also suggested 
the draft policy was “vague and does not provide adequate 
direction”.
Adapted and updated from a Citizens at City Hall article available at 
www.hamiltoncatch.org

Don McLean.



THE WOOD DUCK    75

Birding Our Local Oases 
by PHIL MOZEL
THERE’S ONE NEAR MY HOUSE. Several in fact. 
There’s probably one near you too: an oasis. Officially 
known as stormwater management ponds they are oases 
nonetheless. I never paid much attention to them until I 
found myself strolling around a neighbourhood pond for 
some forgotten reason in March of 2018. There were birds 
there and, returning several times, noted more birds than 
one might have expected. This looked promising so careful 
counts were started and uploaded to eBird. Numbers 
climbed. Besides “the usual suspects”, noteworthy sightings 
at “my” pond include Indigo Bunting, Scarlet Tanager, 
Eastern Towhee, three swallow species, four vireo species, 
and twenty species of warbler, the most recent being a 
Prairie Warbler. 

But it’s not just birds. There are frogs, beavers, muskrat, 
turtles, fish and who knows what else. Insect and plant 
life too. Something for everyone. And this is where other 
interested individuals may come in. First, these ponds are 
simply wonderful, often overlooked, places to spend some 
time with nature. But they could also be inventoried for their 
variety of life to provide a clearer picture of the diversity 
that’s out there. This might certainly be done during regular 
bird counts but counting is valuable at any time. 

Now, while these ponds do provide habitat for living things, 
their primary function remains water control. Regional 
authorities, therefore, maintain the ponds in various 
ways, such as dredging, in order to keep the water flowing 
properly. The effect this may have on life at the pond is 
supposed to be taken into consideration (e.g. relocation of 
turtles) but whether this is always the case, who’s to say? 
Unless we know in advance what is living in and around a 

pond, steps cannot be taken to ensure, within the mandate 
of the ponds’ purpose, the safety of that life. I am told by 
local authorities that eBird, for example, is checked before 
restoration of a pond begins. 

This past summer my pond was drained and dredged. No 
water so no ducks. No fish so no herons, terns or kingfishers. 
No turtles either. Bird numbers dropped. Weeks later the 
construction slowed, the heavy machinery removed and the 
pond re-filled. 

Mallards were the first to return. Who knows how the 
repopulation will progress thereafter? I will keep checking 
with a special interest in next year’s spring migration and 
how it compares to previous influxes of migrants. I’ve 
started counting at a second nearby pond too and the tally 
of bird species there currently exceeds sixty. 

A little exploring by more 
people would seem to be in 
order for both personal and 
scientific reasons. After all, 
it’s easy and there is likely 
a stormwater management 
pond, er, oasis, near most of 
us. 

And, oh yes, the count of bird 
species at “my” pond? It has 
now topped one hundred. 
Amazing!

Prairie Warbler at stormwater pond, Oakville - 7 May 2021 - 
photo Phil Mozel.

Yellow-rumped Warbler at Oakville stormwater pond - 
1 May 2021 - photo Phil Mozel.

Belted Kingfisher at 
Oakville stormwater pond 
- 21 August 2019 - photo 

Phil Mozel.
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Common Redpolls at Grimsby 

     water colour painting by Deena Errampalli - 31 Dec 2020.

David Brewer at the Crieff Woods Nature Sanctuary - 29 September 2021 - photo Jen Baker. David generously 
donated this land to the HNC earlier this year, our newest sanctuary, the Crieff Woods. See article in Wood Duck 

Vol. 72, No. 2 (October) for details.
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In Memoriam: Doris Irene Southwell
Doris Southwell passed away at Joseph Brant Hospital, Burlington on Friday, 1 
October 2021, at the age of 82. Loving mother of Michael (Kimberly) Babiski and 
Kathryn Babiski (John). Predeceased by daughter Laura Varkevisser. Grandmother 
of Alexander and Nicole Varkevisser, Maisie and Ethan Babiski. Fondly remembered 
by her sister-in-law Pat (John) Sally, extended family, and friends. For those who 
wish, donations made in memory of her to The Owl Foundation, 4117 21st Street, 
R.R.1, Vineland Station,  L0R 2E0 or the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, 50 Macdonald 
Avenue, Hamilton Ontario L8P 4N7 to be used for the Land Trust Program would 
be sincerely appreciated by the family.

Doris was an active member of the HNC being the Volunteer Director from 2013 
to 2014 and for a time a member of the Sanctuary Committe. She also volunteered 
for many years at the Royal Botanical Gardens.

From Elaine Serena: Doris was a keen member of the MMI ( Medical Missionaries International) where she would go 
as a volunteer with groups of doctors and nurses and other volunteers to assist with their eye surgery projects in many 
third world countries. More recently I went with her to the headquarters in Stoney Creek where donated eyeglasses 
from optometrists’ offices were sorted and cleaned before being included with other medical supplies to go along with 
these teams. I was delighted to be part of this,if only briefly.

She often came out with the Larks and we were all very fond of this very smart and delightful lady and much enjoyed 
our days out together, birding in many different places, or socializing at one of our homes. I remember so many 
delightful days out with Doris, when she would drive and I would be the navigator, especially going to Ruthven early 
in the morning for the bird banding with Rick Ludkin and Nancy Furber, taking a picnic, then dropping into an Indian 
grocery store cum deli in Stoney Creek on the way home. They had a counter there with a daily special on various 
curry dishes for take out, so we would go home with treats to enjoy for dinner and amazing aromas drifting from those 
packages en route. I have missed those special days out with her, a lovely memory to treasure.

Announcement
Our sanctuaries are now OPEN! Initially with covid 

we closed the sanctuaries to any visitors. This decision 
was reversed last May but unfortunately this was not 

communicated to members. We are finally getting the 
word out. We apologize for the miscommunication. 
However, keep in mind that the Amaolo Sanctuary 

and the new Crieff Woods Sanctuary can be visited by 
appointment only.
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The 100th Hamilton Christmas Bird Count (CBC) 
by ROB PORTER
THE 100TH HAMILTON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT  
(CBC) was held on Saturday, December 26, 2020. The Count 
circle (15 mile 7.5 mile radius) centres upon Dundurn Castle; 
it is bounded in the west by Christie Lake, in the east by Lake 
Ontario, in the north by Lake Medad, and in the south by 
Hamilton International Airport. It includes two Important 
Bird & Biodiversity Areas (IBAs): West End of Lake Ontario 
(WELO) IBA, and Dundas Valley & Dundas Marsh IBA.

The weather on count day was mostly overcast with some 
light snow. The thermometer was ranging between -7°C and 
-4°C, and there were WSW winds between 25 and 35 km/h.

A record-setting one hundred and eleven participants either 
set out to count in the field or watch birdfeeders, with many 
out alone and the rest working in much smaller parties than 
is normal in typical counts. With an ongoing pandemic no 
group meetups were arranged and counters were much more 
widely distributed. As a consequence far more urban zones 
were covered than usual.  A total of 282 hours effort was put 
in by the participants, with a resulting 107 species observed, 
plus another two on the Count Week, giving a result of 109 
species countable. The Count Day of species is a new record, 
beating the previous 2011 record of 104.

A total of 37,329 individual birds were counted on the count 
day. This is 8,628 below the 10-year average and 23,937 
below the 25-year average. It is only 161 more than last 
year, a notably poor year for total birds counted. The lower 
count numbers can be partly explained by the lack of cover 
ice over the waterways. In years where ice is prevalent there 
tends to be much higher concentrations of waterfowl in our 
count circle. Two other “low” records set this year were the 
American Kestrel with only one lone individual observed, 
and the Golden-crowned Kinglet with only four counted.

The first significant 
year for winter finches 
in a long time helped 
contribute to the record 
number of species 
counted on count day, 
albeit in small numbers. 
Surprisingly, I cannot 
find any other year like 
this one where both 
Pine Grosbeak and 
both crossbill species 
appeared in a single 
count, even with count 
week taken into account. 
This year we added one new species and a new hybrid to the 
list. A pair of Ross’s Geese were present in Bayfront park, 
these were birds known to be residing there since December. 
Additionally, a Ring-necked Duck x Redhead hybrid was 
observed in Hamilton Harbour.

Six species records were set or matched, four of which were 
species that required compiler adjustments based on field 
notes of counters due to these species soaring over multiple 
zones throughout the day. Hooded Merganser was a surprise 
new record, with 288 counted, 96 over the previous record 
only four years ago. Pacific Loon was a matched record, with 
a lone individual counted. Turkey Vulture set a new record 
with an adjusted tally of 11. While 22 were reported, half of 
those could be eliminated using the clear field notes given 
by counters. This is a tough species to reduce as a compiler 
as individuals do not generally have distinguishing features; 
with the wintering population of Turkey Vultures increasing 
quickly and its tendency to wander in plain sight over the 
heads of multiple counters in a day, this species may become 
difficult to count accurately.

Bald Eagle also set a record, with an adjusted final count of 16. 
Even with good field notes this one was another difficult species 
to adjust, from an original tally of 24 observations. Peregrine 
Falcon tied the 2005 record of six counted, after an adjustment 
down from nine observations. Finally, the Common Raven 
has been breaking records year after year, this year doubling 
the record with 12 counted. This species’ count was reduced 
down from a staggering 26 counted in the field. A single flock 
of seven observed by two parties is the source of more ravens 
than have ever been seen in any Hamilton Christmas Bird 
Count. Along with vultures, these will be difficult to accurately 
count if populations continue to grow.

Rob Porter - current Compiler of 
Hamilton Christmas Bird Count.

Ross’s Geese at Bayfront Park - 26 December 2020 - 
photo Rachel DeBruin.
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There is one other notable record set: this year a total 
of 93 eBird checklists were submitted by counters. This 
unfortunately coincided with the year that eBird decided 
to remove tools useful for compilers, making the first year 
where management of data via eBird was actually more 
difficult than by spreadsheet, and led to significant delays 
in compiling the data. Hopefully these tools return soon to 
make IBA Surveys and CBCs manageable via eBird again. 
Thank you to Kent Fiala for his online eBird checklist 
compiler application which made this process at least 
somewhat manageable.

in 2020 we were unable to do much special for the 100th 
count. We were hoping to have some type of appropriate 
celebration to mark this milestone but that was not possible.

For any who may have interest in helping in future counts, 

please contact me. With the growth of the count it is time 
for this event to be managed with a committee. I plan to 
continue being compiler for the foreseeable future but 
the intake of counter forms and assignment of zones and 
promotion of the count are jobs that are better done with a 
team of more than one.

Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s 
momentous count. Even if many of you felt the numbers of 
species or birds overall felt low in your specific patch, with 
the efforts of everyone combined we have shown there are 
still plenty of positive records to be set in the next hundred 
counts.

*** = New highest record in Count 
history (100 counts)
** = Highest count in last 25 years
(none in this category in 2020)
* = Highest count in last 10 years
  CW = Count Week species

Participants  - 111***
Hours Effort - 281.65

Species Count 107 ***
Spuhs & Slashes 8
Hybrids 3
Count Week Species 2
Total Species Countable 107

Numbers in parenthesis are 
unadjusted counts submitted, reduced 
by the compiler based on reasonable 
assumption of double-counting of one 
or more individual birds.

Ross’s Goose 2 ***
Canada Goose 6776
Mute Swan 56
Trumpeter Swan 83
Tundra Swan 11
Northern Shoveler 115
Gadwall 141 *
American Wigeon 2
Mallard 2808
American Black Duck 148

Mallard x American Black Duck 4
Northern Pintail 1

Green-winged Teal 1
Canvasback 200
Redhead 78
Canvasback x Redhead 1 ***
Ring-necked Duck x Redhead 1***
Ring-necked Duck 46
Greater Scaup 56
Lesser Scaup 30
Surf Scoter 13
White-winged Scoter 611
Black Scoter 9
King Eider 1
Long-tailed Duck 7523
Bufflehead 423
Common Goldeneye 1131
Hooded Merganser 288 ***
Common Merganser 486
Red-breasted Merganser 90

Ruddy Duck 84
duck sp. 8
Wild Turkey 112
Pied-billed Grebe 1
Horned Grebe 4
Red-necked Grebe 1
Rock Pigeon 1526
Mourning Dove 692
American Coot 70
Ring-billed Gull 739
Herring Gull 849
Iceland Gull 4
Lesser Black-backed Gull 2

Glaucous Gull 4
Great Black-backed Gull 89
gull sp. 125
Red-throated Loon 1
Pacific Loon 1 ***
Common Loon 1
Double-crested Cormorant 59
Great Blue Heron 3

2020 Results

Northern Pintail at LaSalle Park - 
26 December 2020 - photo Joanne 

Redwood.

Horned Grebe at Bayfront Park - 26 
December 2020 - photo Rachel DeBruin.
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Turkey Vulture 11 (22) ***
Northern Harrier 2
Sharp-shinned Hawk 5
Cooper’s Hawk 20
accipiter sp. 1
Bald Eagle 16 (24) ***
Red-tailed Hawk 99
Rough-legged Hawk 5
eagle sp. 1
Eastern Screech-Owl 7
Great Horned Owl 6
Barred Owl 1
Snowy Owl 1

Belted Kingfisher 3
Red-bellied Woodpecker 107
Downy Woodpecker 241
Hairy Woodpecker 82
Downy/Hairy Woodpecker 1
Pileated Woodpecker 7
Northern Flicker 3
woodpecker sp. 2
American Kestrel 1
Merlin 6

Peregrine Falcon 6 (9) ***
Northern Shrike 1

Blue Jay 287
American Crow 778 *
Common Raven 12 (26) ***
Horned Lark 47 *
Black-capped Chickadee 998
Tufted Titmouse 1
Red-breasted Nuthatch 85 *
White-breasted Nuthatch 215
Brown Creeper 18
Winter Wren 15
Carolina Wren 99
Golden-crowned Kinglet 4
Eastern Bluebird 49

Hermit Thrush 4
American Robin 347
Gray Catbird 2
Northern Mockingbird 12
European Starling 2505
Cedar Waxwing 203
Evening Grosbeak 4

Pine Grosbeak 12 *
House Finch 380
Common Redpoll 47
Red Crossbill 1 *
White-winged Crossbill 30 *
Pine Siskin 78
American Goldfinch 701
finch sp. 1
Snow Bunting 236

Chipping Sparrow 1
American Tree Sparrow 434
Dark-eyed Junco 971
White-crowned Sparrow 22 *
White-throated Sparrow 122 *
Song Sparrow 36
Swamp Sparrow 1
Eastern Towhee 1

sparrow sp. 4
Red-winged Blackbird 2
Brown-headed Cowbird CW
Orange-crowned Warbler CW
Yellow-rumped Warbler 1
Northern Cardinal 633 *
House Sparrow 1785

TOTAL BIRDS COUNTED 37,329

Red-bellied Woodpecker at 
LaSalle Park - 26 December 

2020 - photo Joanne 
Redwood.

Black-capped Chickadee at Stoney Creek 
Valley - 26 December 2020 - photo Mike 

Waldhuber.

American Robin at Stoney Creek Valley 
- 26 December 2020 - photo Mike 

Waldhuber.

Northern Cardinal at Stoney Creek 
Valley - 26 December 2020 - photo Mike 

Waldhuber.

House Finch at Stoney Creek Valley 
- 26 December 2020 - photo Mike 

Waldhuber.

House Sparrow at Stoney Creek Valley 
- 26 December 2020 - photo Mike 

Waldhuber.
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A Golden Day
by BILL LAMOND
I WAS DRIVING WITH DAUGHTER SARAH on the 
way to a veternarian in Guelph who was to examine our 
ailing rabbit. Strange we had to drive that far to find a vet that 
would see a rabbit but we had rescued this domestic rabbit 
so we had a responsibility for his well-being so to Guelph 
we went. And the back roads from Brantford to Guelph are 
a nice drive through the countryside. Far preferable than 
driving the busy Hwy 24 and the congestion of Cambridge.

It looked like an OK day for hawk migration and Sarah 
surprisingly still needed Red-shouldered Hawk for her Brant 
County list. I said, “well you have about seven minutes to see 
one before we exit Brant.” Soon after we started Sarah noticed 
a couple of hawks soaring. We pulled over. Good looks but 
Red-tailed Hawks. We drove on, through St George and about 
a minute away from entering Hamilton-Wentworth when 
Sarah noticed a gliding hawk to the south. Again we pulled 
over. It was rather low, heading west and looking like a Red-
tailed Hawk…and then it flapped. This was no buteo with 
that slow ponderous flap. I said an eagle, maybe a Golden 
Eagle. I hurriedly got the scope out and up and found the 
bird but initially thought it was an immature Bald. But I kept 
on it, saw it better and realized it was an immature Golden. 
I passed the scope to Sarah and then she proceeded to get 
some photos. She soon said there are three birds and they 
all look like eagles. Of course when raptors are migrating, 
species will mix as they seek out thermals. I started to look 
over the birds thinking the other two would be Bald Eagles 
but Sarah said they look like they all have small heads. 
Through the scope it was apparent that they were all Golden 
Eagles, two immatures and an adult. We were rather shocked 
to see three together...in Brant! They remained in this spot, 
gaining altitude, for close to 10 minutes, unfortunately not 
in good light, before they peeled off to the southwest over 
St George. Just as we were getting back in the car I noticed 

a buteo soaring over the north side of the road. I had to get 
the scope out of the car again but it was worth it as this bird 
was an immature Red-shouldered Hawk in excellent light; an 
overdue first-for-Brant for Sarah. 

We drove on and in less than one kilometre we were in 
Hamilton-Wentworth and in a further 300m we turned left 
onto Sager Rd heading north. About one kilometre up this 
road Sarah said there were a couple more hawks soaring 
over the field to the east and they look like they could be 
eagles. I was thinking these would be Bald Eagles surely. I 
can’t remember who said what, but these birds were close, 
there were three of them and they were all Golden Eagles, 
again two immatures and an adult. But unlike the previous 
stop, these birds were in excellent light and closer and right 
in the open over a huge agricultural field. We marvelled at 
these birds naked eye, through binoculars, a telescope and a 
camera lens as they gained altitude in front of us for the next 
seven minutes. Wonderful looks, wonderful light; we were 
close to pinching ourselves with this amazing luck. 

Not surprisingly we saw no more eagles on the way to Guelph. 
However, once in Guelph on Gordon Street, Sarah noticed 
some hawks over the road. As luck would have it there was a 
small pull-off right there which we took advantage of. I got 
the scope out and we observed four eagles and two buteos 
over the intersection of Gordon St and Stone Rd – four Bald 
Eagles and two Red-tailed Hawks. A bit later after seeing the 
vet we had some time to kill so we hung out at the confluence 
of the Speed and Eramosa Rivers on Gordon St. We noticed 
more hawks in the air and another eagle. We trained the 
scope on it and I suppose not surprisingly another Golden 
Eagle, this one out of the HSA by about 1.5 km.

A day like this with seven Golden Eagles locally will not be 
repeated for me in this lifetime.

Golden Eagle adult juvenile at Sager Rd, N of Hwy 5 - 5 
November 2021 - photos Sarah Lamond.

Golden Eagles at Sager Rd, N of Hwy 5 - 5 November 
2021 - photo Sarah Lamond.
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The Throwback | mid - late 1950s

Laurel Williams North clearing a path (mid to late 1950s).
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“Marsh” Skippers of 
the Beverly Swamp.
Photos taken Doug Ward 
at Westover Rd, S of 8th 

Concession, Flamborough. 
Clockwise from top left; 

Broad-winged Skipper - 5 
July; Dion Skipper - 6 July; 

Mulberry Wing - 6 July; 
Black Dash upperside - 
10 July and Black Dash 

underside - 10 July. 
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