
THE WOOD DUCK    85

January 2022

Alan Wormington Fall Bird 
Count 2021 Results

Urquhart Butterfly Garden: A 
Summary of 2021

Hazel Broker is a Centenarian Don McLean Receives Honorary 
Degree from McMaster



86    JANUARY  2022

CONTENTS

91  Don McLean Receives Honorary Degree

JANUARY 2022 •  Volume 75 No. 5

88  HNC News and Updates

89  On the Cover

89  Species of the Month

98  Density, Not Sprawl is the Future of 
Cities

97  2021 Sanctuary Land Trust Program 
Highlights

90  It is Time to Nominate Our City Birds  

102  HSA Nature Notes

99  Some Highlights at the Urquhart 
Butterfly Garden in 2021

101 100th Birthday Celebration for Hazel 
Broker

92  Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count 2021

Spicebush Swallowtail 
at Urquhart Butterfly 

Garden - 21 August 2021 
- photo Michelle Sharp.

106  The Throwback

104  Water Tomorrow?



THE WOOD DUCK    87

JANUARY 2022  Volume 75  No. 5

Editor
Bill Lamond

Art Direction and Design
Andrea MacLeod

Editorial Inquiries
bill-lamond@hotmail.com

President
Bill Lamond

Vice President
Rachel Jones

Past President
Chris Motherwell

Secretary
Joyce Litster

Treasurer
Kevin Empey

Bird Study Group
Jackson Hudecki

Conservation and Education
Vacant

Field Events
Peter Langballe

Director-at-Large 1
Charles Briggs

Director-at-Large 2
Rob Porter

Membership
Claire Bennett

Programs
Lou Mitton

Publicity
Vacant

Sanctuary and Land Trust
Brian Wylie

Volunteer
Mike MacLeod

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club Board of Directors

Correspondence and Canadian undeliverable 
copies: Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, P.O. Box 89052, 
Hamilton, ON, L8S 4R5

Publications Mail Contract No. 40048074

CN ISSN 0049-7886

Happy New Year everyone! I sincerely hope that this year is better than last 
year. The last two years have been so awful, especially 2021. I wish I could 
say better times ahead. We can hope.

There are several interesting articles inside. I hope you enjoy reading them. 
It is interesting to contemplate that both Hamilton and Burlington are going 
to have official birds. This is all part of the Bird Friendly Cities initiative that 
you can read about on page 90. Voting on the shortlist for each City begins 
in mid-January.

HNC member Don McLean very deservedly received an Honorary 
degree from McMaster last November (page 91). Make sure you listen 
to his acceptance speech with the link at the bottom of the article. The 
results of the Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count are given on page 92. It 
was an interesting Count with record-high participation. On page 97 Jen 
Baker gives a complete summary of the Land Trust program in 2021. Our 
Club does such good work. On the back page Jen put it succinctly in an 
attractive poster. Way to go Jen! In other good news, I have reprinted a lead 
editorial from the Globe and Mail from 1 December (page 98) praising the 
Hamilton City Council on its rebuff of sprawl development. Your Club was 
very involved in the push-back on the original proposal to add 13 square 
kilometres of “irreplaceable farmland” into the urban boundary.

On page 99 Joanna Chapman has submitted an excellent summary of last 
year’s happenings at the Urquhart Butterfly Garden with some “colourful” 
language employed to describe the resident American Mink at the Gardens. 
Hazel Broker’s  100th “Birthday Party” is well-documented by Gerten Basom 
on page 101. Gerten also highlights the many contributions this cherished 
Club elder as made to our organization. Rounding out this issue is an update 
of the Grimsby Wetlands work by Bruce Mackenzie. This important area is 
certainly a wetland in flux. 

Please keep sending in your articles and photographs!

From the Editor

Bill Lamond
Editor

99  Some Highlights at the Urquhart 
Butterfly Garden in 2021
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Next HNC Monthly Meeting

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
News and Updates

Due to the on-going pandemic, the HNC is not having 
its normal Monthly Meetings. Instead the “virtual” 
meetings will continue. We were hoping to start in-
person meetings in January, but things started to go south 
with Covid so we will have to wait a bit. A link to join 
the January webinar will be provided in the President’s 
Message in January and on the HNC website:

10 January at 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: Mhairi McFarlane
Topic: Pollinators...more information will be provided 
soon about the talk.

Mhairi McFarlane is from the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada. 

Next BSG Webinar Meeting
17 January at 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: Jane Spero from Wildlife Preservation 
Canada

Topic: Bringing hope back to the alvars: the latest on 
the recovery story of the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike.

The Eastern Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus 
migrans) is a unique predatory songbird whose population 
is in danger of disappearing from its breeding grounds in 
eastern Canada. Wildlife Preservation Canada has managed 
the songbird’s recovery in eastern Canada on behalf of 
the federal government for nearly two decades now. Join 
Jane Spero (Conservation Breeding Coordinator for the 
Loggerhead Shrike Recovery Program) for the latest updates 
on the program, including wild population numbers from 
this year, latest research and new knowledge on L. l. migrans, 
and the inside scoop on a shrike sighting in Niagara region 
earlier this fall that sent birders flocking!

The Lake Ontario Mid-
Winter Waterfowl Count 

(Duck Count)
9th January, 2022

Unlike the West-end Lake Ontario (WELO) count, 
this count only tallies waterfowl and other waterbirds 

(loons, grebes, etc). The scope is Lake Ontario, Hamilton 
Harbour and Cootes Paradise.

Contact Chris Motherwell at cmtrain@cmotherwell.com

Letters to the editor are always welcomed and will be 
duly published. If you have something to say, positive or 
negative, send it in. We want your feedback on the journal 
or any other aspect of the HNC and its activities.
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 On the Cover: Rufous Hummingbird
 (Selasphorus rufus)

Family: Trochilidae
Identification: Adult males are readily identifiable with 
their extensive rusty-orange plumage. However, females 
and immatures are very similar to their counterparts with 
other Selasphorus species. This individual, in Oakville, was 
identified as an adult female. From Glenn Coady: The fact 
the bird is emerald green from the bill, over the crown, down 
the back and to the uppertail coverts with no hint of rufous 
anywhere nails it down as a female. Tail pattern and throat 
pattern determine it is an adult. And the emarginations 
on the edge of the tip of the R2s nail it down as Rufous 
Hummingbird. 

Habitat: Primary breeding habitats are open areas, 
mountainsides and forest edges.

Range: North-western North America west of the Rockies, 
but strays almost annually to Ontario.

The Photo: Mourad Jabra took this photo (as well as the 
cover photo) on 20 November 2021 at an Oakville residence. 

Species of the Month: Chicken-of-the-Woods
(Laetiporus sulphureus) 
Family: Polyporaceae (Shelf Fungi)

Identification: Chicken-of-the-Woods is a large bracket 
fungus that has soft stalkless brackets in overlapping tiers. 
The margin is thick and usually wavy or lobed. It is yellow to 
orange but typically it is orange with a cream-yellow edge. 
Old fruitbodies fade to tan or whitish. Young specimens 
are quite edible and sought after, tasting similar to chicken 
although some liken the taste to crab or lobster.

Habitat: It is generally found in rich woods growing on 
dead or mature hardwoods and has been reported from a 
very wide variety of host trees. Occasionally it grows on 
conifers.

Range: Chicken-of-the-Woods is widely distributed across 
Europe and North America, although in NA its range may be 
restricted to areas east of the Rockies. 

The Photo: This fungus was growing on an enormous fallen 
tree trunk on the Grand River slope in Brantford. It was 
photographed  on 24 September 2021 by Bill Lamond.
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It is Time to Nominate Our City Birds
by your Bird Friendly Hamilton Burlington Team
THE BIRD FRIENDLY HAMILTON BURLINGTON 
(BFHB) team was founded a little over a year ago. Bird 
Friendly City is a certification program developed by Nature 
Canada. The goal of the program is to certify cities all over 
Canada as bird friendly. There are three levels of certification, 
Entry, Intermediate and High. Last May, on World Migratory 
Bird Day, four Canadian cities were awarded certification, 
Toronto and London with High, Vancouver with Intermediate 
and Calgary with Entry. BFBH hopes to gain certification for 
both Hamilton and Burlington (the applications are separate) 
by World Migratory Bird Day of 2022.

Certification will be something for our two cities to take 
pride in but it’s far from a merely symbolic designation. First 
of all, the application process is rigorous and we’ve been 
working very hard on it. Once achieved, the certification 
is monitored annually and may be downgraded or even 
removed if continued efforts aren’t made to improve bird 
friendly conditions in each municipality.

Isn’t it true that Hamilton and Burlington already have 
effective and active environmental organizations in place? 
Why is a Bird Friendly team needed?

Think of a jigsaw puzzle. A puzzle is, of course, comprised of 
many individual pieces and all are required to complete the 
picture. But puzzles don’t complete themselves! Someone has 
to take all of the pieces and put them together in the correct 
order. BFHB is that someone. That’s our key role. We are the 
only local group dedicated solely to bird advocacy and with 
the primary goal of achieving and maintaining certification.

There are a lot of puzzle pieces in our region and they’re 
all significant. The new Biodiversity Action Plan, Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club, Environment Hamilton, Hamilton 
Conservation Authority, Burlingtongreen and Conservation 
Halton are all supporters of our team and they are all huge 
pieces. They can be broken down into several other pieces 
such as the Hamilton Pollinator Project and Trees Please, both 
of which benefit birds greatly. Many pieces are specifically 
geared to bird health like the Bird Study Group, the Breeding 
Bird Atlas and the fall and Christmas bird counts. Local 
Important Birding Areas (IBAs) include the West End of 
Lake Ontario (WELO) and the Hamilton Harbour Waterbird 
Colonies. Dundas Valley and Dundas Marsh is also listed 
as an IBA and, fortunately, much of it is stewarded by the 
Royal Botanical Gardens and the Cootes to Escarpment 
Ecopark System (two more puzzle pieces) as well as our 
aforementioned conservation authorities.

Our municipalities will play a major role in the certification 

puzzle. Our team has 
actively engaged city staff 
and our representatives 
in regards to controlling 
roaming cats and light 
pollution and preventing 
bird/window collisions. We 
have attempted to convince 
the planning departments 
to implement bird friendly 
measures in all new construction, an uphill battle. We’ve 
delegated to several committees and opposed urban boundary 
expansion on the grounds of irretrievable habitat loss. Every 
single bird friendly by-law and program is another piece of 
the puzzle. They’re all important.

It may seem like we have a lot of pieces to sift through but 
there’s one more and it’s essential to certification. Neither 
Hamilton nor Burlington has an official City Bird. BFHB 
is going to change that, with your help, and the process is 
already underway. Our team has organized separate City 
Bird polls for Hamilton and Burlington. In December of 
2021, we developed a social and traditional media campaign 
and asked the public to nominate their choices for City Bird. 
BFHB team members added their choices, as well. A shortlist 
of nominees was created and each is accompanied by a brief 
story describing its’ suitability as a City Bird.

The nominees have now been selected. The polling will 
open in mid-January. Our team has put a lot of effort into 
the project and ask that you give thoughtful consideration 
to a favourite bird with a special connection to your city. 
The forms will be made easily available on our social media 
platform and will be shared by our supporters and partners. 
When the polls close, and the public has chosen City Birds 
for Hamilton and Burlington, BFHB will take the selections 
to the two City Councils and request their endorsement.

A City Bird will draw attention and awareness to bird 
friendly programs and symbolize our municipal devotion 
to the promotion of bird health and biodiversity. Review the 
nominees, give it some thought, and vote. The more votes, 
the greater likelihood of a positive reception by the two City 
Councils. Hamilton and Burlington are home to numerous 
birders and bird lovers. We need your help to complete the 
Bird Friendly City puzzle!

Facebook: Bird Friendly Hamilton Burlington
Twitter: @BFCHamBurl
https://birdfriendlyhamiltonburlington.wordpress.com/
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Don McLean Receives Honorary Degree
McMaster University Daily News - NOVEMBER 25, 2021
LIFELONG ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVIST, educator 
and community leader [and HNC member!] Don McLean 
receives an honorary degree at today’s convocation 
ceremonies, in recognition of his decades of tireless advocacy 
and his ongoing and robust legacy of community building.

McLean, who is well known in and around Hamilton for 
his activism and leadership on civic initiatives, was the 
chair of Friends of Red Hill Valley, the grassroots citizens’ 
organization that worked tirelessly to protect the only 
remaining green corridor between the Niagara Escarpment 
and Lake Ontario in East Hamilton.

Even after the Red Hill Valley Parkway was eventually built, 
the community legacy of the Friends of Red Hill Valley 
remained significant through energized local environmental 
and activist groups and through the annual environmental 
seminar series called the Spirit of Red Hill Valley, which 
McLean created and guided.

In 2001, McLean co-founded non-profit organization 
Environment Hamilton, and served on its board of directors 
for nearly a decade, working to combat pollution and resolve 
transit issues even before climate change was recognized as 
an imminent global catastrophe. The organization remains 
one of the Hamilton community’s strongest voices on a wide 
range of environmental issues.

A long-standing champion of transparent and accountable 
governance, McLean is known for unflinchingly speaking 
truth to powerful institutions, including municipal 
governments and McMaster University.

In 2004, he founded and coordinated Citizens at City Hall 
(CATCH), to improve transparency and hold Hamilton City 
Council accountable for its decisions and to empower other 
citizens to speak up. He wrote more than 1,600 articles for 
CATCH, enhancing accountability and public awareness 
in the process. He is known for inspiring admiration and 
respect even among his opponents on civic issues.

He also started writing a weekly column in VIEW Magazine, 
ultimately producing about 500 articles. His voice is also 
familiar to listeners of CFMU 93.5 for his longstanding 
presence on Transit Talk.

In 2013, years after getting rid of his car, McLean bicycled 
600 kilometres and raised $9,500 for Environment Hamilton.
He and his partner, Betty Blashill, gave up the use of their 
car in the early 2000s, says biology Professor James Quinn, 
in accordance with a plan to “live simply so that others may 

simply live,” as Gandhi 
said.

“He is a great role 
model and an incredibly 
articulate representative 
of local activist 
organizations,” Quinn 
says.

McLean also served as director and vice-president of the 
Bay Area Restoration Council, coordinator of the Hamilton 
350 Committee for Real Action on Climate Change, and 
director of the Conserver Society of Hamilton and District, 
and served for five years as director of the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club and editor of its Wood Duck newsletter.

McLean took 18 undergraduate credits at McMaster in the 
1980s, before going on to earn his master’s in environmental 
science at the University of Waterloo.

He has taught environmental assessment for Athabasca 
University and environmental and resource studies for the 
University of Waterloo.

He managed the Red Hill Valley Biological Inventory Project 
for the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, taught environmental 
studies for the Six Nations Native University Access Program, 
served as executive director of the Friends of the Don East 
in Toronto, and held managerial roles for Citizens for a 
Sustainable Community and for Environment Hamilton.

McLean was recognized with the Award of Merit at the 1992 
Hamilton Environmentalist of the Year event and, five years 
later, with the Dr. Victor Cecilioni Environmentalist of the 
Year Award.

A recipient of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal in 
2012, he has also received the Independent Media Lifetime 
Achievement Award and was inducted into the Hamilton 
Gallery of Distinction in 2019.

Editor’s Note: There is a recipient speech by Don on the McMaster 
website that I suggest all of you watch. It is very enlightening. You 
will not be bored! Here is the link which you should be able to cut 
and paste from the Wood Duck pdf on the Club website (if you are 
reading the paper copy).

https://registrar.mcmaster.ca/convocation-2021/business-
humanities-socsci-artssci/#tab-20

Don McLean. 
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Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count 2021
by BILL Lamond
THE 49th ALAN WORMINGTON Fall Bird Count was 
conducted 7 November 2021. This Hamilton count falls on 
the first Sunday of November and so this year was as late 
as possible. It was good to see that participation rebounded 
from last years reduced due to Covid. In fact we had record 
numbers of birders this year with 186 participating, a 
substantial increase over the 169 in 2019. There are just 
more and more birders out there keen to help out.

The species total was 131. This is, in fact, right in line with 
the 48-year count average of 131.5 species. However, it is 
well below the last-10-year average of 137.6 species. We saw 
more species in the last several years because participation 
increased but this year the 186 counters saw only the long 
term average.

The weather on the Count was fine by human standards; 
very pleasant indeed to be outside with unseasonably warm 
temperatures and bright blue skies. But for some reason 
it is the type of weather when you just don’t see as many 
birds. I’m not sure why that is. A couple of participants 
mentioned it was a “bluebird day.” Bill Crins wrote: “I did 
not see the other participants today. They probably covered 
other areas, given the southwest winds and bluebird day!” 
and Lou Marsh said: “…from about 11:30 a.m. to about 
2:30 p.m., we counted only about 9 individuals! Since 
we were seeing and counting so little, we drove home. A 
typical “Bluebird Day”. I was vaguely familiar with this 
expression and knew it had a negative connotation for 
birding but I was uncertain. I asked Lou what it meant: “I 
heard the expression first when I started birding almost 60 
years ago with Jim Baillie, Vlad Trojek, et al. It was used to 
describe a warm, sunny day when the birding is poor or 
spotty. It seems some of us still use it”.  I looked up the term. 
On-line dictionaries describe a Bluebird Day as a pleasant, 
cloudless day, presumably with gentle winds. Not a birding 
term but co-opted by birders to describe the type of non-
birdy, lovely weather we experienced on the fall count. I’ve 
included several sample participant comments on the day 
and the birds to reinforce this “bluebird day” term:

“Was a very slow day for birds.”

“Despite our efforts, we had quite a low 
turnout for birds as you’ll see below.”

“Such a lovely day that birds were not easily 
seen.”

“The birds were a little shy; we missed species 
we would have expected to see (or hear).”

“Despite a beautiful day of weather the birds 
just were not cooperating.”

“A dismal count out this way with warm 
weather, viewing conditions on the lake were 
terrible with the bright sunshine plus I’m 
slowing down, not too much “ bushwacking” 
like I used to do.”

“Day was very beautiful but very quiet bird-
wise – vocalizations minimal”

“A lovely day to be out! Nothing special but 
here is our list”

“Passerines were tough to come by for me, 
almost too “nice” out and nothing was 
concentrated in expected areas”

“Below is my bird list for today. While the 
weather was very nice, I think it may have 
caused a lot of birds to stay out of sight. 
Maybe, they moved to another area for some 
others to tally. My species tally was 23 which 
is not terrible but the actual numbers seemed 
very low and a number of places that I usually 
visit and get birds were totally quiet”.

“It felt decidedly unbirdy, but we did end up 
seeing quite a variety of birds after all.”

“Here are our results for the count.  It was a 
very lackluster count, weather was too nice.”

“Beautiful day, if a touch windy. Scads of 
people on the trails. Disappointing results - 
lowest number of chickadees I can remember.”

“Big Blue Skies, but pretty empty. A brisk 

Alan Wormington at Point Pelee 2016.
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western breeze, and I had to work for a lot of 
birds.”

“that is the fewest number of dickie birds ever 
on this count.”

You get the picture from all of these comments. Obviously 
blue skies lacking any clouds make it difficult to spot any 
birds that are flying overhead. And those that might be 
flying overhead as migrants (ie. hawks) would be unlikely to 
migrate with the SW winds. The SW winds would also make 
Van Wagners Beach poor for the “pelagics” that the beach is 
famous for and indeed little was seen there on Count day. But 
with so many parties on the Count some observers had the 
opposite opinion from those above though I would say 80% 
of comments were of that negative ilk. 

There was one new species (sort-of) for the Count. This was 
a Rufous Hummingbird coming to a feeder in Oakville. I say 
“sort-of ” as there was a Selasphorus species hummingbird 
on the 1990 Count visiting the feeder of Patricia Gilbert in 
Grimsby. This immature male was almost certainly a Rufous 
but Allen’s Hummingbird could not be ruled out. There 
are at least 36 accepted records of Rufous Hummingbird 
for Ontario and none for Allen’s Hummingbird so you can 
assess the status on the Grimsby bird yourselves. So whether 
the Oakville Rufous Hummingbird was the first or second 
record for the Count it matters not as it is a fantastic record. 
Initially the location of the bird was not disclosed to prevent 
a horde of birders descending on this sleepy Oakville street. 
However, thanks to the efforts of Glenn Coady and the 
graciousness of homeowners Karalee and Ebrahim Patel, 
the birding community was allowed to visit the house and 
view this hummingbird for a one-week period commencing 
20 November. I’m sure some readers saw this bird. And yes, 
experts identified it as an adult female Rufous Hummingbird 
due to the fine photos obtained by Glenn.

For other rarities on the Count it drops off substantially after 
the hummingbird. A second Count record of Grasshopper 

Sparrow was recorded at the Powerline Rd Stormwater Pond 
at the edge of the circle in Brant County. This is a very late 
record for the species. The first Count record was observed 
by Alan Wormington on the 2nd Fall Count in 1975 at the 
Sheridan Nursery on Southdown Rd in Peel. Also of note 
was the 4th Count record of Cattle Egret at a lovely-for-birds 
pond on West Dumfries Rd, Brant. Technically this pond is 
out of the Hamilton Study Area (HSA) by 500m. Nonetheless, 
a small area outside the HSA (including this area) has been 
covered by the Kitchener-Waterloo Field Naturalists on the 
Fall Count for about 40 years and birds from this area have 
always been included in the tally. Additionally this pond is 
within the Paris Plains birding hotspot on eBird, most of 
which is in the HSA so I have opted to treat this whole hotspot 
as within the HSA. I included the Yellow-headed Blackbird at 
this pond in April 2020 in the HSA Noteworthy Bird Records 
for this reason. And it is in that same vein that I include all 
of the Guelph Arboretum in the HSA even though the north 
half is out – a little blip on the circle. Purists in the future can 
look at these “records” and omit them, and that is fine, but I 
have decided to include them presently. 

Other rarities seen on the Count include the 6th Count 
record of Black-throated Green Warbler, 7th Count record of 
Glaucous Gull and 9th Count record of Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. 
It is a bit surprising to me that Black-throated Green Warbler 
is recorded so infrequently on the Count. It is often seen 
until mid-October during migration but subsequent to that it 
really exits the province, shown by these fall count results and 
also, there are so few winter records of this species in Ontario. 
Inveterate Ontario winter-lister Bob Curry has only seen this 
species once in the winter, in 2009 at Burlington Heights.

Other good birds seen on the Count include Blue-winged Teal, 
Northern Goshawk (is this species declining?), Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker, Marsh Wren and Palm Warbler (3). I include 
Blue-winged Teal here even though it has been recorded 
on 32 Counts, as this teal is so much reduced in abundance 
compared to 30 years ago; it is now a very good November 

Rufous Hummingbird, adult female 22 Nov 2021 , at  
Sedgewick Park  - photo Bob Curry.

Blue-winged Teal at Windermere Basin - 7 November 2021 - 
photo Bob Curry.
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record. There were three species with very good bounce-back 
numbers from 2021; Killdeer, American Kestrel and Northern 
Mockingbird. These three species have been declining on fall 
counts and the former two are definitely declining in eastern 
Canada. Good to see that Killdeer went from a low of five 
last year to 151 this year, American Kestrel increased from 
10 in 2021 to 22 this year, and mockingbird went from an 
almost all-time low of five last year to 29 in 2021. Despite 
this optimistic tone, as we know, one year is not a trend. But 
at least it is better than another year of declines. Two species 
that have been declining for years in the Hamilton area are 
still being recorded on fall counts: three Ruffed Grouse and 
two Eastern Meadowlarks. One can hope that these species 
have bottomed-out but Eastern Meadowlark is still losing 
breeding habitat year after year in Ontario so its numbers 
will continue to decline. Species at Risk in Ontario have 
essentially no protection from development pressures, a fact 
recently highlighted in newspapers.

Regularly occurring species in record numbers this year 
were predictable and include Ruddy Duck, Lesser Black-
backed Gull, Bald Eagle, Common Raven, Tufted Titmouse, 
Carolina Wren and Gray Catbird. Not sure if Ruddy Duck 
and Gray Catbird are actually increasing but they might be. 
But certainly the other five species are increasing locally. 
It will be interesting to see how common Bald Eagles and 
Common Ravens will become. Double-counting of these two 
highly conspicuous and wide-ranging birds surely occurs but 
it is almost impossible to discern from looking at the results 
so I have not altered any totals as it would just be a guess on 
my part. Tufted Titmouse is worth watching. It has become 
common enough along the Grand River, north to Brantford 
but in areas such as Cootes Paradise and the north shore 
of the Harbour it has just been holding its own for years. 
What is holding it back from expanding? There seems to 
be enough suitable habitat. However, many other variables 
make it a discussion beyond what is possible here, but it is 

worth pondering. Other species recorded in high number 
are Pied-billed Grebe (2nd highest total), Herring Gull (3rd 
highest count) and Eastern Bluebird (3rd highest total).

There were six “Significant Species” observed on this year’s 
Count. “Significant Species” (SS) are those species that 
have been observed on 20% of counts or fewer (Rufous 
Hummingbird, Glaucous Gull, Cattle Egret, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, Grasshopper Sparrow, Black-throated Green 
Warbler). Thus, for a count in its 48th year, those species seen 
in nine years or fewer are so designated as “SS”. The number 
of “SS” is a good measure of how ‘good’ the Count is. With 
six “SS” in 2021 it appears that this was a mediocre count as 
we average 6.1 significant species/Count. 

The “lowlights” on this Count were few. Because of all the 
rain which increased pond, lake and river levels, there 
was little shorebird habitat. Not surprising that only five 
shorebird species were reported, and of these, only Killdeer 
had significant numbers. Of course Killdeers are happy with 
a ploughed field but most shorebirds need mud. There were 
lots of flooded farm fields but these were largely devoid of 
birds. We missed Dunlin for only the second time in 48 years 
although there was one lone Dunlin that made the Count-
Period list. Generally we see about 8-9 species of shorebirds 
although more species were seen in the 70s and 80s, back 
when the Dundas Marsh (Cootes Paradise) was a real going-
concern for shorebirds. I can’t say there was too much else 
that was missing on the Count. Owls were not very diverse 
with only three species reported but that is highly variable 
as is finch diversity with five species tallied, about average. 
We saw a modest diversity of vireos and warblers on Count 
Day (four species) which was a bit surprising considering 
the mild fall with minimal frosts. Even as I write this (25 
November) we have not had really cold weather. We usually 
see 4.6 warblers and/or vireos so the 2021 Count was typical 
in that regard but I was expecting more. Alan Wormington 
once told me that you tend to get a lot of warbler/vireo 
diversity when the number of Ruby-crowned Kinglets is high. 
This year the number of Ruby-crowned Kinglets was quite 
low with only 12 reported, well below the average of 40 so 
there was a consistency here. But it still does not answer the 
question of why there were so few lingering warblers/vireos 
(or Ruby-crowned Kinglets) despite the lack of cold weather. 
So much we don’t know about birds and their migration.

Swallows are worth mentioning…or more specifically the 
lack of swallows. Up until 2008, Tree Swallow was recorded 
on 11 Counts or about one in three and Northern Rough-
winged Swallow was seen on eight Counts or about one 
in four. Neither of these species have been recorded since 
2008…13 consecutive Counts. In the past, Tree Swallows 
could be common on the fall count; 320 in 1980, 65 in 2002 
and 120 in 2006. Almost all of these records were from the 

Black-throated Green Warbler at Sedgewick Forest Park - 7 
November 2021 - photo Luc Fazio.



THE WOOD DUCK    95

Grand River in Haldimand. Rough-wings were never this 
common but in 1976, 13 were recorded. So why the drought for 
these two species? Swallow populations have declined, as have 
the majority of aerial feeders, probably the result of declining 
insect populations which may affect fledging success rate. These 
declining numbers could be the reason for the disappearance 
on fall counts but it may also be due to decreases in available 
insect food in the late fall. There is also a possibility that it could 
be due just to chance. Again, so much we don’t know.

There were six Count-Period species (species seen day before 
and/or day after Count but not on Count Day) in 2021. These 
were Northern Gannet, Barred Owl, Dunlin, Blue-headed 
Vireo, Common Redpoll and Orange-crowned Warbler. A 
high number for this category of the Count with some “good” 
species in there.

Once again, I am indebted to all the dedicated fall count 
birders who got their results to me promptly and provided 
comments and weather data for their area. Thanks everyone.

Lastly, Wellington County birders (Mike Cadman and Rohan 
van Twest) who have participated on the Count for many 
years dedicate their 2021 Alan Wormington Fall Count to the 
memory of long-time fall count participant Bryan Wyatt who 
sadly passed away on 4 November 2021 from cancer. He first 
participated on the fall count in 1985 and participated on 18 
Counts over the following years. From his obituary: Bryan 
was a memorable teacher who taught for close to 30 years 
at John F Ross Collegiate Vocational Institute in Guelph. He 
never missed an opportunity to share his love and knowledge 
of nature. Many will remember him as a very enthusiastic 
co-owner of Wild Birds Unlimited, where he spent many 
weekends sharing his expertise of birds. Bryan was a loyal 
member of Nature Guelph for its entire 55-year history. He 
is greatly missed by the Guelph birding community and his 
family and friends. From me, my condolences go out to his 
birding comrades Mike Cadman and Rohan van Twest.

2021 Results

Area Covered: Selected areas within a 40.2 km (25 mile) 
radius of Dundurn Castle, Hamilton, Ontario (Hamilton 
Study Area-HSA) including: the Lake Ontario shoreline 
from Port Credit to Beamsville; the Conservation Areas of 
Beamer, Berry, Binbrook, Burns, Confederation, Fifty Point, 
Iroquois Heights, Mountsberg, Dumfries, Valens, Dundas 
Valley, and Spencer Gorge; Grass, Islay, Puslinch and Mohawk 
Lakes; Bronte Creek Provincial Park; Scotch Block Reservoir; 
Cootes Paradise; Woodland and Hamilton Cemeteries; 
King’s Forest; Esquesing, Crawford, Rockton, Patterson, 
Hyde and Frank Tracts; Bronte, Rattray, Middletown, and 
Van Wagners Marshes; Grimsby Wetlands; Courtcliffe Park; 
Rock Chapel; Kerncliff Park, City View Park, Lowville Park; 
Ruthven Park, Waterworks Park; Shell Park; Green Lane 
Wetland; Brantford Landfill; Six Nations Indian Reserve; 
Beverly Swamp; Hamilton Harbour; Windermere Basin; 
Hespeler Mill, Milton Town & Tollgate Ponds; Smithville and 
Cainsville Sewage Ponds; Borers, Ancaster, Stoney, Bronte, 
and Oakville Creek ravines; Powerline Rd SWP in Paris, 
Great Lakes/Rebecca SWP, Red Hill, Dundas, and Hendrie 
Valleys; and the Grand River from Cayuga to Cambridge.

Sunday, November 7, 2021:  6:15 a.m. (owling) to 5:15 p.m. 
Weather at Hamilton Airport: Temperature 3.1oC at 7:00 a.m., 
increasing to a high of 15.8oC at 2 p.m. Birders in Brantford 
and Grimsby noted temperatures of 17oC mid-afternoon. 
Winds from the SW at 7:00 a.m. at 8km/hr increasing to 
26km/hr at 1:00 p.m. Clear skies, essentially no clouds. No 
ice anywhere.
Observers: 186 in 73 parties. Total Party-hours: 416.7.

Species: Underlined totals are record-high numbers unless 
denoted as low. Numbers in brackets following underlined 
totals give the previous high count followed by the year(s). 
Capitalized species require documentation for the Ontario 
Bird Records Committee. Underlined species require 
documentation for the Hamilton Bird Records Committee 
either as date or geographic rarities based on the updated 
Date Guide to the Birds of the Hamilton Study Area (2019). 
Italicized/bolded species are “significant species” – species 
seen on 20% of counts or fewer.

Cackling Goose 26; Canada Goose 8,994; Mute Swan 
82; Trumpeter Swan 86; Tundra Swan 9; Wood Duck 40; 
Blue-winged Teal 1; Northern Shoveler 251; Gadwall 152; 
American Wigeon 423; Mallard 3,173; American Black 
Duck 169; Northern Pintail 12; Green-winged Teal 245; 
Canvasback 29; Redhead 232; Ring-necked Duck 251; 
Greater Scaup 522; Lesser Scaup 234; Surf Scoter 365; White-
winged Scoter 1,065; Black Scoter 40; Long-tailed Duck 
17,280; Bufflehead 469; Common Goldeneye 529; Hooded 
Merganser 254; Common Merganser 397; Red-breasted 

Bryan Wyatt.
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Merganser 971; Ruddy Duck 962 (857-2013); Ruffed Grouse 
3; Wild Turkey 103; Pied-billed Grebe 43; Horned Grebe 16; 
Red-necked Grebe 3; Rock Pigeon 1,720; Mourning Dove 
1,378; RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD 1 (first Count record); 
American Coot 139; Sandhill Crane 110; Killdeer 151; 
Wilson’s Snipe 2; American Woodcock 1; Lesser Yellowlegs 
1; Greater Yellowlegs 12; Bonaparte’s Gull 12; Ring-billed 
Gull 4,325; Herring Gull 4,061; Lesser Black-backed Gull 
7 (6-2016); Glaucous Gull 1; Great Black-backed Gull 12; 
Red-throated Loon 8; Common Loon 16; Double-crested 
Cormorant 366; Great Blue Heron 74; Cattle Egret 1; Black-
crowned Night-Heron 4; Turkey Vulture 110; Golden Eagle 2; 
Northern Harrier 2; Sharp-shinned Hawk 15; Cooper’s Hawk 
23; Northern Goshawk 1; Bald Eagle 42 (42-2019); Red-
tailed Hawk 258; Rough-legged Hawk 2; Eastern Screech-
Owl 11; Great Horned Owl 10; Long-eared Owl 2; Belted 
Kingfisher 21; Red-bellied Woodpecker 198; Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker 1; Downy Woodpecker 246; Hairy Woodpecker 
69; Northern Flicker 48; Pileated Woodpecker 12; American 
Kestrel 22; Merlin 9; Peregrine Falcon 4; Eastern Phoebe 4; 
Northern Shrike 1; Blue Jay 1,183; American Crow 1,590; 
Common Raven 48 (37-2020); Horned Lark 27; Black-
capped Chickadee 1,233; Tufted Titmouse 19 (17-2012); Red-
breasted Nuthatch 91; White-breasted Nuthatch 207; Brown 
Creeper 43; Winter Wren 32; Marsh Wren 1; Carolina Wren 
127 (118-2017); Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 1; Golden-crowned 
Kinglet 214; Ruby-crowned Kinglet 12; Eastern Bluebird 264; 
Hermit Thrush 20; American Robin 3,626; Gray Catbird 7 
(4-1979, 2002, 2005, 2013 and 2016); Northern Mockingbird 
29; European Starling 18,074; Cedar Waxwing 699; House 
Sparrow 1,331; American Pipit 113; House Finch 275; Purple 
Finch 46; Pine Siskin 11; American Goldfinch 1,170; Evening 
Grosbeak 1; Snow Bunting 17; Eastern Towhee 2; American 
Tree Sparrow 295; Chipping Sparrow 7; Field Sparrow 3; 
Grasshopper Sparrow 1; Fox Sparrow 84; Song Sparrow 
152; Swamp Sparrow 36; White-throated Sparrow 522; 
White-crowned Sparrow 42; Dark-eyed Junco 1,437; Eastern 
Meadowlark 2; Red-winged Blackbird 3,048; Rusty Blackbird 
255; Common Grackle 103; Brown-headed Cowbird 177; 
Common Yellowthroat 1; Palm Warbler 3; Yellow-rumped 
Warbler 42; Black-throated Green Warbler 1; Northern 
Cardinal 572. 

Totals: 131 species; 89,033 individuals.

Count-Period Birds: Seen day before or day after the Count 
but not on Count day: Dunlin, Barred Owl, Blue-headed 
Vireo, Common Redpoll and Orange-crowned Warbler.

Observers: Alfred Adamo, David Archbell, Sarah Auld, 
Jessica Banas, Glenn Barnett, Gerten Basom, Terry Basom, 
Cody Bassindale, Mary Ann Bastien, Connor Bennett, 
Doug Berry, Simon Boudreault, Jim Bowman, Lisa Boyd, 
Elspeth Bradley, Sonya Brons, Duane Brown, Rob Buchanan, 

Alvan Buckley, Wayne Bullock, Kirsten Burling, Jim Burrell, 
Ken Burrell, Mike Burrell, Mike Cadman, Ron Campeau, 
Natasha Carr, Simon Carter, Jerry Chapple, Nina Chapple, 
George Coker, Curtis Combdon, Mark Cranford, Rob 
Crawford, Kathryn Crevier, Bill Crins, Carol Croke, Robert 
Curry, Hayden Dance, Janet Dance, Ken Dance, Matthew 
Dance, Jeni Darling, Sandy Darling, Donna DeBruin, Marco 
DeBruin, Mike DeLorey, Keith Dieroff, Rob Dobos, Andrew 
Don, Dave Don, Gillian Donovan, Linda Dutka, Cheryl 
Edgecombe, Gavin Edmondstone, Kathy Ellis, Kevin Empey, 
Deena Errampalli, Luc Fazio, Marion Fletcher, Randy 
Fowler, Debbie Garbe, Denys Gardiner, Sharon Gardiner, 
Fraser Gibson, Jessica Glegg, Mara Goodyear, Alex Gray, 
Diane Green, Bev Hadler, Joanne Hamilton, Lyn Hanna-
Folkes, John Hannah, Bill Harris, Meryl Hodnett, Shannon 
Holditch, Nathan Hood, Ellen Horak, Jerry Horak, Heather 
Hosten, Larry Hubble, Jackson Hudecki, Beth Jefferson, Mark 
Jennings, Andres Jiminez, Barry Jones, Rowan Keunen, Erick 
van der Kieboom, Brittany Killingbeck, William Konze, Ryan 
Kraftcheck, Bill Lamond (compiler), Sarah Lamond, James 
Lees, Mike Lepage, Joyce Lechasseur, Ina Legzdins, Markus 
Legzdins, Debbie Lindeman, Joyce Litster, Mike MacLeod, 
Kathleen MacNamara, Dan MacNeal, Andrew Mactavish, 
Leslie Mallow-Weir, Catherine Manschot, Lou Marsh, 
Vicky Mason-Espin, Sheldon McGregor, Mara McHaffie, 
Nancy McHardy, Bill McIlveen, Barb KcKean, Don McLean, 
Anthony Meaney, Janet Medelko, Marvin Medelko, Joel 
Mercer, Julie Mercer, Jason Miller, Matt Mills, Brian Mishell, 
Dolores Mishell, Barb Mockford, Glenn Mockford, David 
Moffatt, Norma Moores, Angelique Mori, Andy Morgan, 
Frank Morley, Chris Motherwell, George Naylor, Owen 
Novoselac, Lisa Pachereva, Peter Pautler, Rose Petersen, 
Brian Pomfret, Marlene Pomfret, Mary Pomfret, Winston 
Poon, Richard Poort, Rob Porter, Dennis Price, George 
Prieksaitis, Jim Quinn, Peter Rasberry, Luke Raso, Bill Read, 
Colleen Reilly, Sarah Richer, Paul Riss, Wilma Robertson, 
Elaine Serena, Josh Shea, Brian Sheppard, Donna Sheppard, 
Aditya Siddhanti, Parmi Siddhanti, George Sims, Joan 
Sims, Amardeep Singh, Bill Smith, Ian Smith, Nancy Smith, 
Paul Smith, Janet Snaith, Bob Stamp, Mary Ellen Starodub, 
Sarah Stover, Anna Street, Chris Street, Neil Taylor, Tys 
Theysmeyer, Tom Thomas, Liam Thorne, Marina van Twest, 
Rohan van Twest, Lynda Valentine, Ron Valentine, Mary 
Voisin, Mike Waldhuber, Rob Waldhuber, Joan Wallace, 
Jim Watt, Alessandra Wilcox, David Wood, Brian Wylie, 
Anthony Zammit, (Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, Nature 
Guelph, Waterloo Region Nature, South Peel Naturalists’ 
Club).
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2021 Sanctuary Land Trust Program Highlights
by JEN BAKER
2021 was another busy year for HNC’s Land Trust Program. The Sanctuary Land 
Trust Program acquires and stewards the nature sanctuaries, brings nature back to the 
city, and uses these activities to offer nature education opportunities. 

Nature Sanctuary Highlights 
•	 HNC acquired its 10th nature sanctuary thanks to a generous donation of land 

from HNC member David Brewer. 

•	 The innovative EcoGoats to the Rescue project began at the Sheelah Dunn Dooley Nature Sanctuary to manage invasive 
plants. Through the project thousands of invasive buckthorn shrubs were managed by 3 goats and 150 volunteers. 35 vol-
unteers then helped to plant 170 native trees and shrubs capping a very successful first year of this multi-year project.

•	 10 volunteers helped to plant 100 trees at the Cartwright Nature Sanctuary to diversify the black walnut meadow.

•	 Regular activities continue such as managing invasive plants at Spooky, Short Hills and Amaolo Nature Sanctuaries, and 
managing hazard trees and maintaining trails at Spooky, Short Hills and Cartwright Nature Sanctuaries. 

Bringing nature back to the city Highlights
•	 Maintain and expand 7 large pollinator habitats with the largest being at the McQuesten Urban Farm

•	 Develop initial draft of the Biodiversity Action Plan following Council endorsement in April 2021. This has included 
hiring a Biodiversity Action Plan Coordinator who is guiding the Biodiversity Working Group through the plan develop-
ment. HNC is Chair of the Biodiversity Working Group. Public consultation will begin in March 2022.

•	 Give away 1,350 native trees and shrubs through the Trees Please program 

•	 Manage buckthorn at the urban woodland at Captain Cornelius Park. Plant 70 trees and shrubs and 80 wildflowers. The 
wildflowers were transplanted from HNC’s pollinator habitats. 

•	 Engage a dedicated team of 10 volunteers to help maintain York Blvd Parkette, Victoria Park, Hess Street School and City 
Hall pollinator habitats. 

Sneak preview into 2022 – STAY TUNED FOR MORE DETAILS
•	 Year 2 of the EcoGoats to the Rescue project

•	 Initiate inventories of the nature sanctuaries using iNaturalist.

•	 Even more invasive species management! Followed by more planting!

•	 Biodiversity Action Plan completed and implementation underway.

This work would not be successful without dedicated, hard-working volunteers who help to manage invasive plants, maintain 
urban naturalization sites, plant and transplant native plants, update pollinator mapping, lead nature education outings, raise 
funds, etc. If you would like to join our volunteer team, please contact Jen at land@hamiltonnature.org or 905-524-3339.
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Density, Not Sprawl, is the Future of Cities
Globe & Mail Editorial – 1 December 2021
CITIES IN ONTARIO are deciding what the next three 
decades of population growth will look like. Ottawa chose 
sprawl. York Region, north of Toronto, chose sprawl. Last 
week, Hamilton chose something different.

Hamilton was embroiled in a months-long debate on how to 
handle growth that could shoot its population to 820,000 in 
2051 from about 580,000 today. The question turned on how 
much new land – much of it currently irreplaceable farmland – 
should be paved over for suburban housing, versus how much 
new housing should involve adding density to already built-up 
areas of the city.

The provincial government has dictated the guidelines of 
these civic plans and the new road maps are due next July, a 
month after Ontario’s general election. Ottawa City Council in 
February decided that 60 per cent of growth should be added 
density while the rest would be more sprawl. Last month, York 
Region backed a plan for sprawl to accommodate half of new 
housing – swallowing up almost all of the region’s remaining 
land.

In Hamilton, city staff recommended something similar, 
with 60 per cent of new housing to be built in existing areas 
– the same as Ottawa – and the rest of the new construction 
to happen on 13 square kilometres of farmland. City council, 
however, voted 13-3 against that. Instead, they want 81 per 
cent of the city’s growth to happen within established areas.

These debates touch on housing costs – prices have surged 40 
per cent in the Hamilton region since the start of the pandemic 
– and what sort of housing gets built where. Hamilton’s council 
took a stand against an approach that forever sprawls, city into 
suburbs into exurbs, miles upon miles of detached homes, all 
connected by expensive highways.

Such civic design does not come cheap. A recent report from 
Ottawa showed that it costs $465 per capita each year, over and 
above taxes and other fees, to pay for new subdivisions – think 
sewers and roads. Meanwhile, infill housing – think missing 
middle, like small apartment buildings – fully covers its 
infrastructure costs and adds $606 per capita to city finances. 
A similar tally of data from Halifax revealed that a suburban 
household costs the city $3,462 per year, while an urban 
household comes in at less than half that, $1,416.

Then think highways. Doug Ford’s Progressive Conservatives 
are pushing the construction of Highway 413, a sprawl 
accelerator. There’s no official price tag yet but it’s guaranteed 
to involve many billions of dollars. It won’t be a toll road; 
taxpayers will subsidize drivers.

The Ford government has suggested it could overturn 
Hamilton’s decision. It says housing affordability can be eased 
by effectively encouraging sprawl – but when it talks about 
costs, it doesn’t include the whole bill. Sprawl may benefit 
some home buyers but it is subsidized and expensive – fiscal 
conservatives should recognize that. Density pays off across 
the board, from sewers to transit.

If other cities follow Hamilton’s lead, they will quickly see how 
much growth can comfortably fit in by building up existing 
areas rather than always building out.

Calgary in 2018 decided to add 14 new subdivisions. That 
decision drove a citywide increase of more than 2 per cent in 
property taxes and fees. Last year, city council changed course 
and rejected 11 new subdivisions.

In the City of Toronto, which like all cities reserves most of 
its land for low-density, single-family homes, the population 
of many neighbourhoods has actually fallen over the past two 
decades, by a combined 220,000 people, even as the rest of the 
city – notably around downtown – was gaining population. 
Toronto is now looking at allowing an increase in density 
in these declining areas, to make more “efficient use of land, 
infrastructure and existing services.” Why, for instance, build 
a new school when new housing can be built near existing 
schools?

Toronto can handle a lot more growth within its borders, but 
the provincial government instead has put forward a three-
decade forecast that sees the city’s suburbs continuing to grow 
much faster. That framework is leading York Region to plan 
for continued expansion of its urban footprint. It’s an ideology 
of sprawl, which since the Second World War has been the 
Canadian model. In Metro Vancouver, the suburbs have long 
absorbed far more growth than the core, and that’s predicted to 
continue – because the plan is for it to continue.

This is bad planning. Hamilton is a reminder there’s another 
way.
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Some Highlights at the Urquhart Butterfly Garden 
2021...and a Couple of Lows
by JOANNA CHAPMAN
I WILL GET THE NEGATIVE things out of the way 
first!  For one thing we have had strange thefts of not only 
flowers, but recently a lot of seed heads have also been cut 
off.  We leave seeds and berries for the birds, and to provide 
visual interest through the winter. 

In addition, stems of 
many Common Sage 
plants (Salvia officinalis) 
were cut or broken, as a 
result  there will be very 
few of the lovely blue 
flowers that we rely on to 
provide nectar for native 
bees in the early spring.  
We suppose that someone 
thought the plant was 
the same as White Sage 
(Salvia apiana), which 
is used in various esoteric practices.  After repeated theft 
we finally installed three signs explaining the difference – 
white sage is an evergreen shrub which only grows in the 
desert conditions, mainly in California and Mexico. It does 
not grow in Ontario, and certainly not at the UBG.    

Now that November is 
here, there is yet more 
theft of  berries and in 
addition the branches 
of Red Osier Dogwood 
are being ‘pruned’. 
We assume this is for 
Christmas decorations. 
Disappointing to say 
the least. Matt Mills 
politely calls such actions 
“persistent low level 
vandalism”  Whatever 
one calls it, the lack of 

respect for the garden is very annoying.

The second problem we have experienced this year is a 
cruel killer on the loose in the Garden. A wily mink. First 
it killed a young rabbit in full view of a visitor.  The scream 
of a rabbit being killed is not one to forget, so that visitor 
did not have a good experience.

Our Eastern Chipmunks 
began to disappear at an 
alarming rate, ditto for 
the shrews and voles. 
Sometimes creatures were 
just left dead on the paths 
with the mink’s subtle 
wounds in the neck in the 
victim. 

One morning I arrived at the Garden to find a pile of 
feathers close to the mink’s most recent den.  It had killed 
one of our beautiful mockingbirds. The bird must have 
been roosting low in a nearby shrub.  There is a nice photo 
by Mark Williams taken a few days before the “murder”. 
The mate, likely a female, stayed around for about five days 
and now has disappeared.  We hope she has gone to a safe, 
mink-free location and will find a new mate.

On to happier things.  For six months of the year a part-
time Gardener/Interpreter is hired under a grant from the 
Dougher Fund of the Hamilton Community Foundation.  
This year it was Matt Mills who held the position, and also 
managed the website. 

In addition, we had three new volunteers during the year, 
and Matt said he really enjoyed working with them. They 
did excellent work. It was Paul Mitro, a fellow naturalist 
and volunteer, who spotted  a Compton Tortoiseshell in a 
crabapple tree among the fruit on  September 7.  Although 
the butterfly refused to be cooperative by staying high in 
the tree,  Paul did manage to take a good identification 
shot. It was our only recorded sighting of this species in 
the whole year.

Tawny Emperor - 19 July 2021 - 
photo Michelle Sharp.

Jumping Spider at UBG - 13 
September 2021 - photo Mark 

Williams.

Joanna Chapman, 
Coordinator/Manager of the 

Urquhart Butterfly Garden 
(and Club member).

Northern Mockingbird at UBG - 16 November 2021 - photo 
Mark Williams.
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Matt is an avid birder and identified several interesting 
species while working at the UBG, these included a pair of 
Common Ravens, several Bald Eagles, a Warbling Vireo, and 
a variety of warblers.  

The Photo Contest 
attracted many excellent 
competitors.  It is fun 
to see so many engaged 
visitors in the garden 
learning more about 
nature. Matt Mills did a 
great job of organizing 
the photos and keeping in 
touch with entrants. The 
four first prize winners in 
the four Adult categories 
are shown below.  

Insects, Spiders & Bugs Category - Michelle Sharp

We are now holding, jointly with the Hamilton Conservation 
Authority, a new Winter Photo Contest.  Photos may be 
taken from either the paths of the Urquhart Butterfly Garden 
or the adjacent Canal Park.  The contest began on December 
1, 2021 and ends on February 28, 2022.  Full details are on 
the  UBG website.

Birds & Other Wildlife Category - Carolyn Jez

Plants & Flowers Category - Valerie Nazemi

Butterflies & Moths Category - Dylan Murphy

Compton Tortoiseshell at UBG 7 
Sept 2021 - photo Paul Mitro.

Green Planthopper - 8 August 2021 - photo Michelle 
Sharp.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird photo Carolyn Jez.

Yellow Foxtail grass Setaria pumila - photo Valerie Nazemi.

Hummingbird Clearwings (Hemaris thysbe) - photo Dylan 
Murphy.

continued on 
page 103
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100th Birthday Celebration for Hazel Broker
by GERTEN BASOM

HONORARY LIFE MEMBER Hazel Broker celebrated 
her 100th birthday on November 29th, 2021. The day before, 
a gathering of approximately 16 HNC members came out in 
Hamilton’s first real winter weather to wish Hazel a Happy 
Birthday and sing to her on her outdoor patio. As snow 
swirled around everyone, Hazel sat bundled as we chatted 
from a distance exchanging good wishes and latest news. For 
many, it had been some time since seeing other members in 
real time. Hazel received cards and gifts and thanks to Jen 
Baker, rounds of delicious cupcakes were shared by all. To 
honour the occasion, Margaret Troy called out a passing 
Cooper’s Hawk flying swiftly over Hazel’s neighbourhood.

Hazel has been a member of the HNC since 1950, when 
she first experienced the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club on an 
outing to Long Point to see Whistling Swans (Tundra Swans 
now). When then President Bob Elstone wrote letters to all 
Hamilton teachers and librarians letting them know about 
the Club and inviting them to join, Hazel took up the offer. 
Hazel began her teaching career in the 1940s at Cedar Springs 
School in north Burlington and accepted a position with the 
Hamilton Board of Education in 1943.

During the 1960s Hazel collated the Wood Duck with the 
help of her parents and in the 1970s she became a member of 
the Board of Directors acting as Field Events Director from 
1970–74. This followed by taking on the position of Editor 
of the Wood Duck from 1974–77. When she retired in 1977, 
Hazel resigned from the Board and travelled for five months 
to Australia and New Zealand. On returning in 1978 she was 
asked to come back to the Club in the role of Vice President. 
She served as President of the HNC from 1980-82, describing 
it as a great privilege.

Hazel has been an active Club member in a wide variety 
of other roles. Hazel has held many other positions within 

the Club and has served on almost every committee. She was 
on the Wood Duck Mailing Committee for close to 50 years. 
On the Sanctuary Committee Hazel helped to clear trails and 
conducted plant inventories, and she hosted many Sanctuary 
Committee meetings at her 
home where she continued 
to live until 2019 when she 
moved to the retirement 
home.

In 1985 Hazel was 
made an Honorary Life 
Member, something only 
a handful of other Club 
members have had the 
honour of receiving. 

Until very recently Hazel 
was always active on the 
out-of-doors Club events, attending many field trips and 

taking part every year on 
the fall bird count and the 
Christmas Bird Counts. A 
lifetime of loving the great 
outdoors has kept Hazel 
ship-shape as witnessed 
on her 100th birthday.

We wish her all things 
good and many years to 
come!

Hazel Broker is 100 - photo Gerten Basom.

Hazel and well-wishers - photo Gerten Basom.

The cupcakes that Jen Baker 
brought for the celebration - 

photo Gerten Basom.

Some of the well-wishers at Hazel’s 
100th Birthday celebration - photo 

Gerten Basom.
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HSA Nature Note - A Great 
Egret Rescue
My wife and I noticed a great Egret yesterday (30 September) 
at Confederation Park stuck to something on the shoreline. We 
decided to see if we could help.
 
The bird stayed calm, as to say please help. He had stepped on 
the biggest clam [freshwater mussel] I have ever seen. I pried 
the clam open and set the egret free with a broken toe. Sorry 
for the long story. 

Just wanted to add to the rescue news.

Derek and Beth Garvey - photo Derek Garvey.

HSA Nature Note - Unlucky 
Flying Squirrels
In 34 years of living in this house near Mountsberg I had 
never seen evidence of Flying Squirrels on this property 
until today, when I found two tails and four legs and feet 
under my bird feeder. 

I guess an owl got very lucky last night! 

Jerry Bloom - photo Jerry Bloom.
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I asked two of our frequent visitors what were their best 
moments this year:   

1)  Michelle Sharp does the design and artwork for the UBG; 
the panels on the kiosk, all our signage and posters and  
brochures, everything is Michelle’s work.  She is also an avid 
photographer and visits the UBG almost every day. 

Her favourite moments 
in 2021 were managing to 
photograph both a Tawny 
Emperor and a Spicebush 
Swallowtail  (page 86). She 
loves watching the chipmunks 
climbing high to reach seeds 
and berries. Michelle is very 
good at spotting caterpillars, 
and this year her favourite 
was a Snowberry Clearwing 
caterpillar munching on its 
favourite plant.  She liked the 
hummingbirds a lot as well, 
they put on quite a show, and 
were especially attracted to 

the Salvia Black and Blue.

Many people miss one of 
the major bird attractors 
at the UBG. Surprisingly 
it is Poison Ivy berries.  
The berries contain fat 
and other nutrients which 
the birds of many species, 
including the Yellow-
rumped Warbler, require 
for their long migration 

flights.  Michelle never fails to photograph birds gobbling up 

the berries, and also took a nice photo of a Red-eyed Vireo 
who has just had a meal. 

2) Mark Williams is a photographer with extraordinary 
patience. His photo of a Milbert’s Tortoiseshell on Oregano is 
included here.  When asked about favourite things in 2021 the 
following  was Mark’s response:  

“the highlight of this 
year at the UBG was 
discovering the “wee 
world” through macro 
photography. For years 
I have been capturing 
the beauty of the 
Garden and its diversity 
using a zoom lens for 
birds, butterflies and 
blooms.  However, 
in early spring I 
accidentally dropped 

my big lens and sent it away for repairs.  Due to Covid it was 
held in limbo waiting for parts.  I decided to purchase a macro 
lens.  It opened a whole new world, the UBG is multi-layered, 
and below the flower canopy is vibrant and alive. Here are a 
two  favourites from down under”.

For me it feels good to have another year at the UBG under 
my belt! It was a year with no major hitches. Our grower for 
annuals is Branching Path, with overwintering assistance from 
Scotscraig Organic Farm; all the plants did well. This year it 
seemed like a particularly good mix of colours and plant types. 
The tall zinnias were very successful and kept on flowering 
until the first heavy frost.   

Our Summer Educational Programme was popular, with 6 
rain-free Saturdays. Numbers for sessions were good, and in 
some cases it became necessary due to split the groups into two 
and extend the time allotted for the session, in order to ensure 
that everyone could participate.

My favourite thing was to see how the Garden changes from 
day to day; providing new insects, new people and new 
challenges.  Now if I had only located the elusive Spicebush 
Swallowtail caterpillar...maybe next year!

Eastern Chipmunk in Nannyberry 
at UBG - 24 September 2021 - 

photo Michelle Sharp.

Snowberry Clearwing caterpillar 
at UBG - 12 August 2021 - photo 

Michelle Sharp.

Yellow-rumped Warbler 
at UBG eating Poisin Ivy 
berries - 30 August 2021 
- photo Michelle Sharp.

Red-eyed Vireo at UBG - 14 
September 2021 - photo Michelle 

Sharp.

Milbert’s Tortoiseshell at UBG - 25 
July 2021 - photo Mark Williams.

Ambush Bug at UBG - 18 
September 2021 - photo Mark 

Williams.

Asian Lady Beetle at UBG 
-8 November 2021 - photo 

Mark Williams.
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Water Tomorrow?
by BRUCE MACKENZIE

WORKING WITH THE GRIMSBY WETLANDS has 
always provided surprises. This is somewhat to be expected 
considering that this piece of landscape is going through a 
dramatic naturalization process. The eight hectare (20 acre) 
site was greatly disturbed in the 1960s with the construction of 
the former sewage lagoon infrastructure and from 2001 until 
2005 with the decommissioning of the lagoons. Since 2006 
the land has been allowed to heal. To keep HNC members 
up to date, the progression of landscape and lifeforms at the 
Grimsby Wetlands have been described through notes in the 
Wood Duck. The stories continue. 

A note of thanks again to our donors and visitors who tell the 
broader community about our work and successes. We always 
wish to thank Niagara Region for granting permission to the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club to carry out wildlife enhancement 
projects and place interpretive signage on the property and to 
the Town of Grimsby for maintaining the Town’s Waterfront 
Trail leading into the property.

Some plants like the towering White Pines have been on the 
property for well over a century but most are new since 2006 
and new arrivals are still showing up. Some like goldenrods, 
asters and prairie grasses have been most welcome. Others 
like Phragmites, Buckthorn and Wild Parsnip not so much. 
As time goes along all species will strive to make the most of 
what they can out of the opportunities available to them.  

It is not just plants that are marching through time here. 
Each year new bird species find this special place. Since 2019, 
we have seen Green Herons, Virginia Rails, Sora, Common 
Gallinule, to name just a few, breed, and in 2021, several pairs 
of  Marsh Wrens set up shop, a welcome new addition. 

Changes over time are not predictable in any ecosystem but in 
new ones like the Grimsby Wetlands the changes will be more 
dramatic as new species always have the potential of moving 
in and setting a new course.  When you add abrupt changes in 
weather you have unpredictable surprises.

The summers of 2020 and 2021 were extremely dry and hot 
in this section of Grimsby. By the fall of 2020 Watcher’s Pond 
was dry. In spring of 2021 we saw some water in the pond but 
by the end of June it was dry again. The lack of precipitation 
and over 30 days with 30oC plus weather last summer insured 
the pond would remain dry for the summer. The mud was 
replaced with a solid cover of young Cattails, Typha major, 
and by the end of August the cattails were over 1.5 m high. 

At the end of last August, a thunderstorm passed through 
with strong wind gusts blowing half of the young cattails flat 
in whimsical patterns. The established cattail colonies around 

Towering White Pines at the Grimsby Wetlands - photo Bill Davis.

Cattail progression at Watcher’s Pond (top photo) - 3 August 
2020 and  (bottom photo) - 18 June 2021 - photos Bruce 

Mackenzie.
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the edge of the pond did not falter but the young growth 
had not developed strong enough stems to hold the plants 
vertical against the winds.

During September and October, the rains came back. The 
ground was so dry it took over 20 cm of rain to just get the 
soil to show water on the surface. Today the water levels are 
near the highs that we saw in the spring of 2019. With normal 
precipitation over the upcoming winter, we should see record 
high water levels in the six water bodies on the property come 
spring. All of the water at the wetlands is rainwater. There is 
no overland drainage flowing into the ponds. The ponds are 
perched above the surrounding landscape. In a way they act 
as huge scientific instruments measuring the combined effect 
of rainfall and evaporation over time. 

The increasing water levels we are seeing now will cause a see 
-saw effect for plants as some plants that were moving in with 
the dry conditions will be forced back and moisture loving 
plants will be given the advantage once again. Seasonal water 
level changes in marshes, we are told, provide for healthy 
marshes.

What is happening with Watcher’s Pond provides us with 
a rare look at Cattail biology. It would be difficult to find 
another wetland where 2.4 hectares* (six acres) of solid 
cattails has sprouted and to be able to watch what happens. 

The story will continue next summer. With the higher water 
will the carpet of young cattails remain a solid carpet or 
become a mosaic of open water and cattails? Such a mixture 
will make birding a little more difficult as there may be 
curtains of cattails across the pond blocking continuous 
views. But waterbirds like “edge” so they should benefit 
tremendously. 

Birding is really what the Grimsby Wetlands are known for. 
Being located on the Lake Ontario shoreline within the West-
End Lake Ontario Important Bird Area and sharing plenty 
of diverse habitats with the other lands in the Fifty Point 
Complex of Lands, this place is never a disappointment to 
birders all year long.

The Barn Swallows nested successfully again in the Barn 
Swallow nesting structure 
and for the first time a pair of 
Barn Swallows nested in the 
observation tower. The adults 
certainly seemed to enjoy 
flying in and out through the 
viewing ports. It took a while 
for the swallows to adopt the 
observation tower as it was 
constructed five years ago. 
After the construction of new 
buildings and structures at 
the Fifty Point Conservation 
Area, it was noted that Barn 
Swallows did not start to use these suitable structures for 
nesting for several years. This may have happened here as 
well. 

In 2021, sadly no Purple Martins returned to nest. Twelve 
young Wood Ducks were seen exiting the Wood Duck nesting 
box in the pond west of the observation tower. This is at least 
the second year for their successful nesting here. Virginia 
Rails were successful again as well. A pair of Common 
Gallinules was with us all summer, but no young were 
observed. In the fall an American Coot took up residence. 
Normally Watcher’s Pond was the place to observe the fall 
migration of shorebirds but this year the Department of 
National Defence (DND) pond was the place for shorebirds 
using its mudflats. 

There is good evidence of Meadow Voles this fall at the 
wetlands. These small mammals, the prime prey of many 
avian and mammalian predators, may allow us to enjoy 
raptor sightings over the winter. 

At the end of October three snakes were seen together on 
the bank of Watchers Pond in the north east corner, two 
Garter Snakes and one DeKay’s Snake, a new species for the 

 continued on page 107

Top photo - New deck with Sarah and Ronald Bayne 
Memorial Bench in place at the Grimsby Wetlands. Bottom 

photo - Plaque detail - photos - Bruce Mackenzie.

Barn Swallow nest at Grimsby 
Wetlands - 7 August 2021 - 

photo Bruce Mackenzie.
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The Throwback | early 1990s

Former HNC President Bruce Duncan giving a hawk 
identification tutorial at Beamer Memorial C.A. (early 1990s).
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wetlands. Both species have been observed in the nearby Fifty 
Point Conservation Area.

This is the second winter for the constructed snake 
hibernaculum at the wetlands. It is located right beside the 
observation tower. Unless we see snakes near the hibernaculum 
in the spring or fall, we won’t know if it is being used by snakes. 
If you have any observations please inform the author. 

Wild Parsnip was sprayed again last spring for the second 
year. This species is a biannual plant growing up to about 25 
cm in the first year and to over a meter in its second year when 
it flowers and then dies. Second-year plants that were missed 
with the spring spraying and showed flowers developing over 
the summer were cut with long handled snippers to prevent 
seed heads from developing**. In 2022 we plan on spraying 
in the spring and in the late fall as well. In the spring many of 
the plants that appear are in the second year of their life and 
will grow flower heads. This is not the easiest plant to find 
in the spring for they can be hidden by other fast growing 
surrounding vegetation. By late fall only the first year plants 
will be found alive. Fall surveys of these first year plants help 
with predicting where plants will be found in the spring for 
treatment.

In the late fall the one year old Wild Parsnip is easy to see. 
They survive the first frosts and are easily seen for most of 
the plants that they were growing with wither away by the 
end of October. A successful spray in the fall may eliminate a 
spring spraying in the following year. Our efforts to date have 
stopped the plant from spreading and we have greatly reduced 

the amount of seed being produced. The plant demonstrates 
seed dormancy which can last up to five years and we hope 
to see the light at the end of the tunnel in a couple of years by 
interrupting or stopping seed production. 

We have been in contact with environmental staff at the 
DND. They are planning on starting a control program for 
Wild Parsnip in 2022 on their lands that border the Grimsby 

Wetlands. We look forward to seeing 
the results of their efforts. They have 
been asked to consider a future control 
program for Phragmites as well on 
their 3.65 hectare pond, the former 
lagoon north of Watchers’ Pond. 

Since our first very successful spraying 
for Phragmites in 2018 the plant has 
started to reappear in some spots. In 
late July of last summer spraying was 
conducted again for Phragmites. The 
spray was successful but one zone on 
the west bank of Watcher’s Pond still 
needs to be taken care of sometime in 
the future. 

The control work for Phragmites 
and Wild Parsnip was conducted by 
Invasive Phragmites Control Centre 
from St. Williams under the direction 
of Dr. Janice Gilbert. The herbicide 
Roundup Weathermax is used. At the 
Grimsby Wetlands Wild Parsnip is 
most common on the top of the banks 

on the south and north shore of Watcher’s Pond. Niagara 
Region has provided the financial assistance for the spraying.

A new project completed recently was a memorial bench for 
HNC members Dr. Ronald Bayne and Sarah Bayne. It is located 
just off the entrance trail with a grand view of the former 
Biggar homesite in the White Pines. It will be accompanied 
by bird feeders and fruit bearing shrubs. The funding for this 
project was provided as part of the bequest from the Bayne 
estate that the Club received.

This winter a number of interactive interpretive projects will 
be built for the wetlands with the assistance of a new grant 
from the Town of Grimsby.  

*A Canadian football field with the end zones is 0.8 hectares in size.
**If you would like more information for safe Wild Parsnip control contact 

the author. 

Editor’s Note: I think Dr. Ronald Bayne would be very pleased to 
see the progression of the Grimsby Wetlands and to see how good 
the Memorial bench looks.

Grimsby Wetlands – Drone photo showing the blown down cattails on Watcher’s Pond - 31 August 
2021 - photo Drone’s Eye Photography.
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