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I hope all of you are doing fine. Spring is on the way, and by the time you are 
reading this some Tundras Swans – hopefully many – will have been reported. 
Perhaps you have seen some? Or heard their wonderful calls. Also, the rush 
of Common Grackles, Red-winged Blackbirds and Killdeers will be apparent 
soon, if not already.

Lots of varied articles within this issue. I hope you like the cover photo. Not a 
typical cover photo of a nature activity but more of a social activity. Nonetheless, 
I’m sure many of you consider this “nature”, to be skating outdoors at a 
wonderful place like Cootes Paradise. Speaking of Cootes Paradise, as Editor, 
I will occasionally refer to Cootes as the Dundas Marsh. The Dundas Marsh 
at one time was the name more commonly used by naturalists. In fact, it was 
often referred to as just “the marsh”. So although Cootes Paradise is a wonderful 
name and it is the official name, I will often use Dundas Marsh just to keep this 
historical name alive.

Other articles inside include an account detailing the first Boreal Owl in the 
Hamilton area in many years. A neat bird for many New Years’ Day lists. 
Other bird items include an update of the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike recovery 
program in Ontario. This captive breeding program has had mixed results but 
has likely prevented the extirpation of this species in Ontario. There is a note 
about an itinerant White-crowned Sparrow at an urban feeder and a report 
detailing the death of Lily, the female Peregrine Falcon that has nested at the 
Sheraton Hotel downtown since 2015. However, all is well as another female 
has taken her place, a normal changing of the guard. The results of the 101st 
Hamilton CBC are also published within. Not many rarities on the Count in 
2021 but nonetheless a lot of species, and many participants. 

A couple of interesting mammal articles including a “skunk-looking” squirrel 
lineage in NE Flamborough and another article highlighting how urban Coyotes 
have become.

Lastly, an In Memoriam for Norma Moores who passed away on 16 January this 
year. My condolences go out to husband Marcus Buck and daughter Shannon.

From the Editor

Bill Lamond
Editor

145  Youth Summit Thank You Letters
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Next HNC Monthly Meeting

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
News and Updates

Due to the on-going pandemic, the HNC is not having its 
normal Monthly Meetings. Instead the “virtual” meetings 
will continue. We are hoping to start in-person meetings 
as soon as we can but it is looking unlikely for a couple 
more months...at least. A link to join the March webinar 
will be provided in the President’s Message in March and 
on the HNC website:

14 March at 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: Adam Shoalts
Topic: Exploring Canada’s Wild.

Adam Shoalts is a full-time explorer best known for his 
long solo journeys in Canada’s wilderness, including 
completing a nearly 4,000 km journey alone across 
Canada’s Arctic. His expeditions have ranged all over 
Canada and beyond, and he regularly goes months off the 
grid without seeing other humans.

Adam Shoalts is the Westaway Explorer-in-Residence 
of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society, a National 
Champion of the Trans-Canada Trail, and the author of 
four national bestselling books, including Beyond the 
Trees, A History of Canada in 10 Maps, and his brand 
new The Whisper on the Night Wind, which CBC named 
“one of the most anticipated books of the year.” Shoalts 
has a Ph.D. in history from McMaster University. He will 
share photos and stories from his expeditions. http://
www.adamshoalts.

Next BSG Webinar Meeting
21 March at 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: Barry Coombs: Team Member from Bird 
Friendly Hamilton Burlington 

Topic: A Certification Story - Designating Hamilton 
and Burlington as Bird Friendly Cities.

The Bird Friendly Hamilton 
Burlington team was founded in 
December of 2020. It’s primary 
goal is to have Hamilton and 
Burlington certified as Bird 
Friendly Cities by Nature 
Canada but the work won’t stop 
with certification. Learn about 
the status of certification and the 
many ongoing and future projects of this group dedicated to 
bird advocacy. 

Letters to the editor are always welcomed and will be 
duly published. If you have something to say, positive or 
negative, send it in. We want your feedback on the journal 
or any other aspect of the HNC and its activities.
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On the Cover: Skating in (and on) Paradise 

Hamiltonians delight in skating on a frozen Cootes 
Paradise (Dundas Marsh) on 8 January 2022. The 
old-time winter temperatures in January made thick 
ice and allowed the Royal Botanical Gardens to 
permit this magical activity (read article on page 
139). By the time you read this (early March) it will be 
too late for skating as the ice will thinning and ducks 
may once again “take-back” paradise - photo Glenn 
Barrett.

Species of the Month: Fringed Polygala or 
Gaywings (Polygala Paucifolia) 

Family: Polygalaceae 

Identification: Certainly out-of-season for March but 
something bright and cheery needed at this time of the year. 
This very attractive unmistakable plant is usually less than 
10 cm tall and often grows in dense patches, accentuating its 
beauty. 

Habitat: Generally found in rich moist woods of mixed and 
coniferous forest types except the wettest and the driest, 
most often with fir, cedar, birch, aspen, hemlock, and pines.

Range: This species is found throughout southern Ontario 
occurring as far north as Timmins, Wabakimi P.P. and 
Dryden. It occurs in the southern edge of the boreal 
forest westwards to Fort McMurray. In the US it occurs 
predominantly in the Appalachian Mtns, south to Atlanta.

The Photo: This photo was taken at the Lafarge Trail at 10th 
Concession on 25 May 2021 by Ian Smith. 
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Boreal Owl at Fifty Point
by BARRY COOMBS

ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2021 my wife, 
Aleda, and I decided to look for some birds that I had yet to 
observe for the 2021 calendar year. We first drove to Niagara 
on the Lake to see the young male King Eider. While there, 
I met a Stratford-area birder name Darren Dewitt. He was 
doing a full day of birding, as well. I mentioned to Darren 
that I would be checking Fifty Point C. A. that afternoon for 
Northern Saw-whet Owls. He told me that he’d been there in 
the morning and had found and photographed one. He gave 
me a quick look, arms outstretched for social-distancing, at 
the screen of his camera. I just glanced at the photo and saw 
a small owl in the shade of a conifer tree. I assumed that it 
was a saw-whet. He described the general area in which he 
had photographed it.

That afternoon (my checklist started at 3:35 p.m.), Aleda and 
I went to Fifty Point and I combed the general area bordered 
by the lake, Kelson Avenue, the former ball hockey rink and 
the washroom pavilion. Birders will note that this is the 
Niagara side of Fifty Point C.A. It took about twenty minutes 
for me to find a small owl in a spruce tree. I studied it with 
my binoculars from a respectful distance and reality sunk in. 
I was looking at a Boreal Owl! I quickly took a few photos, 
returned to the car, and we headed home.

Once home, I submitted an eBird checklist, added a photo, 
and hid it right away. It’s my personal policy to hide checklists 
of owls until a later date. I then did a quick bit of research, 
which included a look at historical records in Bob Curry’s 
Birds of Hamilton. I next contacted Rich Poort. I wanted to 
discuss the sensitivity of the sighting with an eBird reviewer 
and I like and respect Rich. He fully understood my concern 
for the welfare of the bird. I’ve witnessed harassment of owls 
at Fifty Point C.A.  before and since this Boreal Owl sighting. 

It was already dark and too late 
that day for anyone else to look for 
the owl. We both acknowledged 
that the bird would very likely 
be found again over the next few 
days but decided not to broadcast 
it for the moment and to discuss 
it further the next morning.

Meanwhile, I was trying to 
contact Darren Dewitt. I wanted 
to see his photo again. Had it been 
the Boreal Owl or a Saw-whet? I 
finally reached Darren through Discord in the early evening. 
He had finished his own great day of birding, returned home 
for dinner and put his young kids to bed before processing his 
photos and submitting his eBird checklist. He told me that he 
had added photos to his checklist but had misidentified the 
bird as a Northern Saw-whet Owl. Darren had never seen 
a Saw-whet so wasn’t familiar with the plumage differences 
between that and a Boreal Owl. Almost immediately after 
he posted his checklist, he started getting phone calls from 
birders telling him that it was a Boreal Owl and asking for 
the location. He then corrected the identification and hid 
his checklist but the word was definitely out. Some birders 
had made a screenshot of the checklist and were already 
circulating it.

Apparently, the Boreal Owl was seen and photographed by 
a park visitor on the following Friday but I don’t know the 
details. The next recorded sighting was on Saturday morning, 
New Years’ Day. I was birding for the day with Andrew Don, 
Mourad Jabra, Mike Norton and Rob Palin and we started at 
the Fifty Point C.A. campground. After about thirty minutes, 

Boreal Owl at Fifty Point C.A. - 29 December 2021 - photo Barry 
Coombs.

Barry Coombs.

Boreal Owl at Fifty Point C.A. - 1 January 2022 - photo Barry 
Coombs.
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Mourad noticed a tiny owl in a spruce tree and initially 
thought that it was a Saw-whet. Its’ head was tucked in and 
turned away. We all looked closer and quickly realized that 
it was the Boreal! At that point, more and more birders and 
bird photographers were arriving at the campground and it 
was inevitable that someone else would spot the owl and that 
the word would spread. Still, I submitted an eBird checklist, 
shared it with my companions, and hid it. I later learned that 
I don’t know the proper process of hiding a checklist. There 
are nuances that are not described on the eBird site but were 
patiently explained to me by two eBird reviewers later that 
day. Oddly, one of the five hidden, shared checklists was 
made public shortly after I submitted, but as I mentioned, it 
was only a matter of time until the bird was spotted by others. 
The owl was at eye level and quite visible from the right angle.

The Boreal Owl was found at the campground again on 

Sunday, January 2 (on the Peach Tree CBC) at a different 
roost. At the time of writing this article, it continues to be 
observed and reported, although infrequently. Our rare 
Hamilton Study Area (HSA) visitor may be long gone by the 
time you read this account but, if you look for it and find it, 
please follow ethical birding guidelines.

The authoritative Birds of Hamilton (Curry 2006) lists a 
history of fourteen records (sixteen birds) of Boreal Owl in 
the HSA. The most recent sighting was in 1997. I contacted 
Bob Curry and asked if there had been any further records 
since publication of his book in 2006. There had not been, 
making the Fifty Point C.A. (Niagara side) Boreal Owl the 
fifteenth HSA record and the first in 24 years.

Barry’s birding blog: https://experiencedintermediatebirder.
wordpress.com/

Skating In Paradise 
by GLENN BARRETT

ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS during the past two years of COVID19 lowlights has been the 
opportunity to skate on (and in!) Paradise. Cold temperatures this winter and last have frozen 
this place that so many of us enjoy hiking around and paddling through - Cootes Paradise. 
Restrictions on kids’ sports activities and working from home have allowed more time for 
family skates at this great location.

Skating on Cootes Paradise is liberating as you 
skate through areas normally the domain of 
waterfowl and other waterbirds, fish and turtles, 
and a myriad of aquatic plants and invertebrates. 
On a recent skate a Bald Eagle flew overhead 
perhaps marveling at all the people that were 
utilizing the marsh on such a cold day.

It is of course thanks to the lobbying efforts of the 
Hamilton Bird Protection Society, the predecessor 
of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, that Cootes 
Paradise was set aside as a “game sanctuary” in 
1927. Now maintained by the Royal Botanical 
Gardens, it is a treasure that all of us should 
continue to enjoy with all the naturalist and 
recreational activities that it offers, while doing 
what we can to make sure that Paradise continues 
to be protected and is allowed to flourish.

Glenn Barrett.

Cootes Paradise skaters on a late afternoon January day - photo Glenn Barrett.
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In Memoriam: Norma Moores
by MARCUS BUCK

MY WIFE, NORMA MOORES, was diagnosed with 
Stage 4 cancer in September 2016. Despite some difficult 
times, she kept a positive attitude and lived life to the fullest, 
and we were so fortunate to spend another five wonderful 
years with her. She passed away at home with family on 
January 16th. 

Norma began birding with me in the late 1980s, and based 
out of Hamilton, we made numerous trips to Point Pelee 
and Long Point and elsewhere. In May 2020, we started 
using eBird and re-discovered birding in the Hamilton area. 
Although not well known to local birders, a few of you will 
certainly know her.  She loved nature, and birding became 
a shared activity that our family enjoyed together. She 
continued birding almost to the end, adding 119 species to 
her life list in the last two years. 

I wanted to share Norma’s 
obituary with those that 
knew her.  Norma was a 
remarkable woman, and 
as an engineer, she had a 
huge impact as a leader in 
active transportation and 
was highly respected in 
the industry.  In her last 
five years, she made many new friends through dragon 
boating and introduced a lot of people to cycling.  Norma’s 
obituary can be found at either of the following websites:

Norma Moores - 25 August 
2018.

Obituary

If you are reading this, I am no longer here. I have died of 
metastatic lobular breast cancer. It was not a battle, for 
I would have won a battle. It was just a tricky disease with 
imperfect treatments.

I was born in Middleton, Nova Scotia, and raised by my father, 
Albert (1914-1986), and mother, Birdie (Redden) in Kingston, 
Nova Scotia. The youngest of four siblings, you would think I 
would be the one babied. Instead, I developed independence 
to a fault. My older sister, Anne, was my playmate. My two 
older brothers, Gregory and Stephen (1954-2013) teased me. 
Steve, in particular, having endured his little sister being born 
on his 8th birthday, made sure I got lots of ribbing, but also a 
special connection as his ‘twin’.

I went to Kingston Elementary School and West Kings 
District High School. Growing up with family and friends 
in the Annapolis Valley gave me solid roots from which I 
grew. I chose to attend Queen’s University and enrolled in 
physics. On the advice of my physics professor, I transferred 
to Applied Science, because it was ‘easier’, and obtained my 
Civil Engineering degree in 1985.

I met my life partner, Marcus Buck, in Ottawa on July 1, 
1986. We saw fireworks. Marcus will forever be my partner 
in adventures, appreciating nature, and loving our family. I 
could rely on him to think things through thoroughly, fire off 
witty comebacks, and provide emotional support to me as I 
navigated my career. He is a great person to co-parent with. 
We made Hamilton, Ontario our home.

I never knew how big my heart was until I had kids. My son, 
Kelly, and daughter, Shannon, are not only two people I love 
deeply, but I also LIKE them for the individuals they are. I 
like our shared experiences in nature, at meals, over board 
games, and conversations. I will miss your warm hugs and 
bright personalities.

I worked pretty hard as a consulting engineer for 30 
years. As a woman engineer, it was tricky and sometimes 
downright discouraging. Over time I gained expertise in 
making communities more bicycle and pedestrian friendly 
and accessible. I ended my career working at IBI Group, 
which gave me great satisfaction with interesting projects, 
clients, communities and team members. I am proud of 
having received the Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Professionals (APBP) Lifetime Achievement Award in 2017.

My only regrets are the amount of garbage I generated and 
the fossil fuels I consumed. May the next generation be able 
to find system-wide shifts to take better care of ourselves and 
our planet.

I loved being outdoors and sharing that experience with family 
and friends. I especially loved cycling - to work, around the 
neighbourhood, for an afternoon, or on week-long holidays, 
in good weather and in the winter. I encouraged lots of people 
to try cycling and experience its joy and freedom. When I 
was younger, I played in whitewater in kayaks and canoes, 
tried rock climbing, followed Marcus into many caves, cross-
country skied and backpacked. Adventures eventually calmed 
down a little and I came to appreciate canoeing on quiet 

 (continued on page 144)
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Skunky the Survivor (?) Squirrel
by JERRY BLOOM

FIELD BIOLOGISTS use bands, tags, radio collars, 
implanted microchips and other such devices to study the 
lives of individually identified wild creatures over their life 
spans but it is not often that a casual observer can do so. An 
opportunity seemed to come my way in the winter of 2015-16 
when an unusual Eastern Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) 
made its first appearance at the backyard bird feeder on my 
rural property two kilometres southeast of Mountsberg Lake.

Eastern Gray Squirrels occur in three colour phases, gray and 
two versions of black (Mcrobie et. al. 2009), but this squirrel 
did not fit into any of them. The immediate first impression 
was that of a squirrel dressed up as a skunk! It was black 
with a swatch of white fur on its back, shoulders, and head, 
along with a white marking on each thigh. I immediately and 
unimaginatively named it Skunky.

Skunky was a frequent visitor that winter. He/she* was one 
of several Eastern Gray Squirrels that quarrelled with each 
other and with a few American Red Squirrels over the bird 
feeders. The yard, heavily treed with a majority of conifers, and 
is better Red than Gray Squirrel habitat. Consequently, with 
continuous nudges from the quarrelsome Reds, most of the 
Grays, Skunky included, abandoned ship when I replaced the 
sunflower seeds with hummingbird nectar, as I do each spring.

I was a bit surprised when the “skunk squirrel’ returned during 
the next winter (2016-17) and even more so, again in the 
winter of 2017-18. Skunky’s longevity went from surprising to 
remarkable with her/his return for the fourth season, 2018-19, 
and I reported it for the first time to the HSA-Nature-Notes 
email group. By then Skunky must have been at least four 
years old, and this seemed to me to be a fairly long life for a 
small wild rodent living in a place where Eastern Coyotes, Red 
Foxes, and Red-tailed Hawks, to say nothing of road traffic, are 
common. Sightings continued into the winter of 2019-2020, 
Skunky’s fifth consecutive winter at the bird feeder.

The winter of 2020-2021 was notable for the complete lack of 
any sign of our “skunk squirrel” and I sadly announced her/his 
presumed demise to HSA-Nature-Notes in the spring of 2021. 
So imagine my delight when this winter, on December 15, 
2021, Skunky reappeared after an absence of nearly 20 months! 
I excitedly announced this resurrection to hsa-nature-notes 
and Bill Lamond kindly suggested that the story of an unusual 
seven year old squirrel might be of interest to readers of the 
Wood Duck. I agreed. 

What could go wrong with such a heart-warming story of 

survival against the odds and 
faithful return?

The major, obvious problem is 
whether Skunky is a single animal, 
by this time more than seven 
years old, or one of a succession of 
related squirrels? 

How to decide? Comparing the 
markings at each appearance is 
the obvious strategy. After all, 
the distinctive markings were what made this squirrel seem 
special. To answer this question I went back through every 
photographic file and folder stored in all our computers and 
cameras to find all the pictures ever taken of Skunky. Here are 
the best of those pictures. I’m going to let you decide how you 
would answer the question.

When I began my search in my obsolete old desktop computer, 
to my astonishment I found a photo of a “skunk squirrel” at 
my bird feeder dated 2007, a full seven years before this whole 
saga began! I have no memory whatsoever of seeing this 
squirrel and taking its photograph. Being over 70 is tough! 
This squirrel was certainly “skunky” in appearance, but if this 
were the current Skunky, it would now have to be 15 years old! 
Eastern Gray Squirrels have been reported to have a lifespan of 

up to 24 years in captivity (Wiegl 2005), and the record in the 
wild is said to be 12 years (Barkalow and Soots 1975). Is  this 
Skunky or his/her* great, great, great…grandparent? You’ll 
have to examine this and all the subsequent photos before you 
can make any decision. 

Is this Skunky or Skunky’s ancestor? Don’t decide yet! 11 March 11, 
2007 - photo Jerry Bloom.

Jerry Bloom.
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Unfortunately, I found no photographs of Skunky during her/
his visits of the first two winters (2015-16 and 2016-17). You’ll 
just have to take my word for it that she/he was around.

I got my first crummy photos of Skunky with an old digital 
pocket camera in winter 2017-18 [16 Feb 2018], and I managed 
a distant photograph of the squirrel in 2018-19 [5 Dec 2018].

The winter of 2019-20 marked Skunky’s fifth arrival and 
corresponded with the acquisition of a modern DSLR camera. 
Finally, decent close up photographs!

After being absent for 
the entire winter of 2020-
21, Skunky reappeared 
this winter in December, 
2021 and visited again in 
January 2022.

Before you decide on 
the basis of appearance 
whether Skunky is one 
squirrel, or a succession of 
related squirrels there are 
a couple of questions that 
you might consider.

First of all, could this be 
genetic lineage, or could a 

Skunky’s first portraits, 16 February 2018 (aged 3?) [above] and 
5 December 2018 (aged 4?) [below]. Are they the same squirrel? - 

photos Jerry Bloom.

19 April 2020 - Skunky from his right side 19 April 2020. Is this the 
same Skunky as last year? - photo Jerry Bloom.

Skunky from his left side - 19 April 2020. Is this the same Skunky as 
last year? - photo Jerry Bloom.

Skunky this winter. 15 December 
2021 - photo Jerry Bloom.

Skunky this winter - 16 January 2022 - photo Jerry Bloom.
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succession of Skunkys be the result of coincident random 
occurrences of the same mutation? I couldn’t find any data, 
and I doubt there is any specifically around the inheritance 
of a piebald** (black and white) coat in Eastern Gray 
Squirrels. However, among domestic animals there is plenty 
of precedence for heritable piebald markings. Try Googling 
‘English Spot Rabbits’ or ‘fancy mice’. Also, consider the 
following evidence. On Skunky’s return in 2020-21 he/she 
appeared alongside another squirrel, which we inevitably 
named Son of Skunk! Here is that squirrel’s portrait. 

Another question you could consider would be whether it 
might be possible that the pattern of white fur could change 
from year to year, or from season to season. 

There is plenty of precedence for white fur increasing with age. 
Just look at my beard! Also, think of a dog’s muzzle as it ages, 
or of dapple grey horses which turn into white horses as they 
get older. However there is a lot of counter evidence in other 
species. That a leopard does not change its spots is a proven 
fact of big cat biology (eg. Kittle et.al. 2017), but is that true 
of an atypical Eastern Gray Squirrel? In an admittedly brief 
search, I could find no published evidence about changing 
coat colour with aging in squirrels, whether wild type or 
mutant.

How about seasonal changes? Both Eastern Gray and 
American Red Squirrels undergo a spring and fall moult 
each year. During these moults the colour of the fur of the 
Red Squirrel and the gray phase Gray Squirrel changes, albeit 
subtly in the Gray Squirrel (https://www.esf.edu/aec/adks/
mammals/gray_squirrel.htm.) I was again not able to find 
any information on seasonal colour change in black phase or 
aberrant squirrels. 

Now you know what I know about Skunky, the odd Eastern 
Gray Squirrel. There is a lot more I’d like to know. I wonder 
where he/she/they go when not making visits to our bird 
feeder. I wonder whether the prolonged survival of Skunky/
the Skunky lineage could be related to the admittedly vague 

resemblance to the almost predator proof skunk. I wonder 
what the genetics of this particular colour pattern is, especially 
since the origin of the reverse pattern, a white belly on a black 
animal, has been solved (The Guardian, 2016). 

Most of all, I’d like to know whether Skunky is a squirrel or a 
family of squirrels. I personally haven’t made a firm decision 
yet and will continue to try to gather evidence.

What do you think?

Footnotes
*I have no idea whether Skunky is male or female. I have no 
luck sexing an active Eastern Gray Squirrel in its fluffy winter 
pelage unless it is hanging by its hind feet from a branch or bird 
feeder with its belly exposed to view. In all the years, Skunky 
never offered me a full frontal view. And “It” just doesn’t seem 
right to refer to a critter that I’ve known for several years.

***Piebald is the source word  for magpie, Pied Kingfisher and 
Bald Eagle.
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A One-Day-Wonder
by BILL LAMOND

ON 22 JANUARY of this year, I was out birding with my 
daughter Sarah in south Brant, mostly car birding, looking 
for Snow Buntings and the like. We were not seeing much 
and got tired of this and went home. Once home, at around 
3:15 p.m., I looked at the birds at the feeders in the yard and 
was surprised to see an adult White-crowned Sparrow. I 
had not seen one in the yard since May 2021. One cannot 
know these things but it seemed content, as it often perched 
in the discarded Christmas tree and it scrambled over the 
deck and under the patio table where I spread mixed seed. It 
didn’t seem timid at all – like it had been here all winter. We 
observed it right up until it got dusky and the birds went to 
roost. The next two days were snowy, especially the 24th and 
there was much bird activity at the feeders. I kept a watch for 
the White-crowned but did not see it. In fact it was not seen 
again as I write this note on 10 February. 

I’m fascinated by bird migration and I think my most 
enjoyable birding is watching birds in migration; Canada 
Geese heading north on an early spring morning, a good 
hawk flight over Beamer C.A. or even my back yard, 
passerines moving westwards over Woodland Cemetery, 
and especially watching a reverse migration at the Tip 
of Point Pelee. However, I am also intrigued by the small 
movements of birds such as this White-crowned Sparrow  
in my backyard. Where did it come from and where did it 
go? These of course are unknowable answers. But it can be 
fun to speculate. One possibility is that this bird is spending 

the winter at a feeder nearby and it got associated with a 
flock of juncos that then moved to my yard. Presumably the 
bird then went back to its usual nightly roost and then went 
back to its usual feeding station the next morning. It is also 
possible that this bird had left its usual wintering area for 
whatever reason and was on the move looking for a suitable 
place which my yard was not. White-crowned Sparrows can 
winter within urban areas but this is not usual. One only 
need look at eBird maps of winter White-crowned Sparrow 
distribution to see that pins are infrequent in suburbia. 

An almost exactly similar situation happened on the last 
day of 2005. There had been a change in the weather as I 
remember and the weather was mild such that there was 
water on the patio. I looked out into the backyard to see a 
Chipping Sparrow feeding on the patio. Of course a Chipping 
Sparrow is a rare bird in the winter, (or was until lately) so 
this was more exciting than a White-crowned Sparrow. I 
looked in vain the next day trying to get it onto my January  
1st  list but no luck. I never saw it again.

Perhaps the White-crowned Sparrow will show again in the 
yard. If it is wintering at a nearby feeder that makes it very 
possible, especially as this species does not migrate until the 
latter part of April. There is always the chance too that it no 
longer exists. Cooper’s Hawks visit this yard daily, usually 
looking for Mourning Doves but a slow-to-react White-
crowned Sparrow would be a fine substitute.

lakes, hiking nearby trails, and bird watching. I found joy 
being on the water with two Hamilton dragon boat teams: 
Lively Dragon and Knot A Breast. I even won a Canadian 
National Dragon Boat gold medal. I loved losing myself in 
watercolour painting, something I did as a teenager, before 
kids and then as cancer slowed my pace in the last few years. 
You would think that life is all about the big adventures; 
it is the everyday things that I loved too - a piece of dark 
chocolate, cats on my lap, reading a good book, watching 
a good Korean drama, observing the birds on our feeders, 
listening to my kids laugh, making and sharing a meal, 
smiling at Marcus’s wittiness, thinking of friends like you.

So, if you are reading this, know that I had a full life that I 
loved living. Don’t send flowers. You could make a donation 

to New Hope Community Bikes’ Indigenous Bike Program 
(my favourite local charity with far-reaching impact), Nature 
Conservancy of Canada (because we need more nature and 
wild places), or ReThink Cancer’s MBC Fund (to further our 
understanding of metastatic breast cancer). A celebration of 
my life will be held at a later date.

I am not sure if I will be truly gone forever. Maybe if you are 
open to it, you will feel my energy around you. Find a place 
in nature to shed a tear or break out in a smile for me; these 
are the gifts of the love and friendship we shared.

Condolences, memories and photos may be left at www.
circleoflifecbc.com

 (continued from page 140)
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Thank you for sponsoring my learning experience at the 
Youth Summit for Mother Earth! I’m Haidi, from Burlington/
Oakville, and I’m in my second year at the University of 
Guelph studying ecology. I am passionate about developing a 
connection with mother earth and working with other people 
who are also passionate about the planet.

This was my fourth Youth Summit, my second one since the 
summit went virtual and pivoted to centre cross-cultural 
learning. After last years summit, I was really looking forward 
to learning more from Indigenous cultures – because if my 
goal is to work towards sustainability, Indigenous peoples are 
the only ones who have known how to truly live sustainably on 
this land. As well, the fight for sustainability needs to include 
the fight for equity and justice, so I really want to support the 
empowerment of Indigenous peoples.

During the summit I heard from Indigenous elders and 
workshop leaders who informed me of how to be a better 
ally. They shared wisdom that I am carrying with me moving 
forward to be part of the generation who will, in the words 
of Elder Dan Longboat, decide whether life will continue. For 
example, because of the How to be a Good Ally workshop, 
I now understand that landback means giving Indigenous 
peoples an equal seat in managing the land, which can be 
achieved through settlers in my generation learning to respect 

Indigenous rights in order to become conscious leaders who 
will make this change happen – and I am excited to be part of 
these changing times.

As a result of going to the summit, I signed up for the We 
Walk the Path Together program offered by Plenty Canada, 
one of the summit partners. I was so excited and overwhelmed 
with gratitude when I found out they were planning to give us 
Sweetgrass and teach us to braid it in the next workshop that 
I cried. The summit made me realize that the most important 
thing I could do as an environmental activist, next to taking 
care of myself, being good to others and loving nature, was 
to learn from Indigenous peoples, and the desire to do so has 
already lead to such rewarding opportunities such as We Walk 
the Path Together. 

Finally, I love the contents of my goodie bag. I can’t wait to 
plant the seeds in the pollinator garden I’m planting with my 
dad, and bead my orange shirt pin. Plus one of the stickers I 
received looks epic on my bass guitar.

Thanks you once again for my sponsorship. 

Sincerely, Haidi Wu

I’m Laura Legzdins from Oakville. I’m an avid naturalist, 
developing scientist, and enthusiast about learning, community 
well-being, music and the outdoors. I love working with other 
amazing people as part of the Youth Summit for Mother Earth.
The Summit seemed like an opportunity I couldn’t miss – it 
involved connecting like-minded youth, discussing different 
perspectives, and heavily emphasizing Indigenous voices, so I 
was very interested in trying to attend. Now that I’ve had the 
opportunity, it was all this and so much more. I can confidently 
say that it surpassed my expectations massively because of the 
size, execution, and power of the event. I have several pages 
of notes with takeaways on topics like environmental policy, 
humility, leading sustainable change and Indigenous ally-ship. 
I also didn’t expect to receive physical materials – guides, a 
beading kit, seeds – which only enriched the already great 
experience.

One of my favourite parts was the ability to complete tasks 
– challenges – to accumulate points. These were things like 

sending a letter to a representative, making something out 
of found items, going on a Bioblitz or having a community 
clean-up. I found that making time to do these things added 
excitement to may day and served as break or time to reconnect 
to nature, which had been hard to do while acclimating to the 
fast-paced university environment I recently entered.

The Summit was an amazing experience which left me equipped 
with more knowledge and tools to better serve in the field of 
environmental science and conservation. I really appreciate 
the opportunity you provided to me. Supportive organizations 
are the backbone of positive change! The Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club never fails to provide unconditional support to young 
people looking to do big things for the environment they love. 
Thank you!

Sincerely, Laura

The following thank you letters are from the two students that the HNC sponsored for the 2021 Youth Summit 
for Mother Earth (virtual) that was organized by Ontario Nature. The two students were Haidi Wu and Laura 

Legzdins, and their letters are below.
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R.I.P.  LILY — 2010-2022
by MARY ANNE MCDOUGALL
LILY, A PEREGRINE FALCON, was hatched and banded 
in 2010 at the Grand Haven Board of Light and Power Plant, 
Michigan. She was first identified in Hamilton at the Sheraton 
nest ledge on 13 March 2015.

The previous month, February 2015, had seen a new male 
replace Surge, the resident male who had been in Hamilton 
since 2006. Surge, hatched and banded at Etobicoke in 2002, 
fledged 28 chicks with Madame X, the resident female since 
2001. It appeared that Surge had lost a territorial battle to the 
newcomer. He died from his injuries on March 5, 2015. Ossie, 
hatched in 2012 in Etobicoke, established himself at the nest 
site and seemed to be accepted by Madame X. However the 
drama was not over yet!

Madame X, hatched and banded in Pennsylvania in 1999, 
fledged a total of 43 chicks after arriving in Hamilton in 
2001. The only year she did not produce any chicks at all was 
2014, after all her eggs failed to hatch. It may be that Madame 
X, nearing 15 years of age, was beyond her breeding years. 
Falcons generally live 14-16 years. In the spring of 2015, she 
disappeared after suffering a foot injury, likely after she lost a 
territorial battle with Lily.

With two younger Peregrine Falcons now at the nest there was 
great hope 2015 would see a successful nesting season. Ossie 
and Lily did not disappoint – producing two female chicks 
that fledged successfully. The following year only one egg 
hatched and a female chick was again fledged successfully. In 
2017, perhaps due to cold weather, no chicks hatched. Lily’s 
and Ossie’s most successful nesting season came in 2018, with 
four male chicks hatching. Sadly, one of the chicks, Gage, was 
struck and killed by a car during one of his first flights. The 
other three fledged successfully. In 2019 although eggs were 
laid, no chicks hatched.

2020 turned out to be a remarkable year as Covid spread 
around the world. It was Lily’s and Ossie’s last year to 
produce chicks. Two hatched, a male named Griffin and a 
female named Whitehern. Griffin caused our volunteers 
some very tense moments after coming to ground following 
a collision with a building. He was rescued and taken to the 
Owl Foundation. Although disoriented, he did not appear 
seriously injured. After a few weeks he was returned to the 
roof of the Sheraton Hotel and was soon seen in flight with 
Whitehern. Oddly, he disappeared soon afterwards and we 
feared that he got into more trouble, but eventually there 
was a sighting of Griffin hopping along a cliff top near Lake 
Ontario. Another successful fledging.

Lily and Ossie did have a clutch of eggs in the spring of 2021. 
While she sat on her eggs another drama was unfolding in 
the skies above downtown Hamilton. A new male, eventually 
identified as Judson, had arrived on the scene. (Interestingly 
it turns out he is the son of Felker, a 2012 Hamilton fledge, 
and grandson of Madame X and Surge.) We assume he won a 
battle with Ossie to displace the latter. Losing her mate when 
her eggs were days from hatching caused some confusion for 
Lily. Although she seemed to accept this new male’s presence, 
she abandoned her eggs. Falcon pairs create a bond and 
the female has to be sure her mate will be there to provide 
food for her and her chicks. Over the following months this 
bond seemed to develop. Both Lily and Judson remained in 
downtown Hamilton throughout the rest of 2021 and into 
2022, often seen perching together near the nest.

Lily was now 12 years old. Unfortunately on Saturday, 22 
January 2022 Lily was found on the ground near Bay St N 
and York Blvd. She was rescued by Hamilton Animal Services 
and brought to Open Sky Raptor Foundation.

Originally it was thought that her injuries were not too 
serious. However, it was determined that in addition to 
suffering from hypothermia, a stiff wing and an eye injury, 
Lily was also emaciated, weighing 100 grams less than an 
adult female should. She was moved to the Owl Foundation 
the next day; sadly, she died shortly afterwards. Lily has 
been sent to Guelph where a necropsy will be performed to 
hopefully shed more light on the cause of her demise.

Peregrine Falcons return to the same nest site year after year. 
This is called nest fidelity. Although the adult birds have 

Peregrine pair at Hamilton Yacht Club - 17 December 2021 - photo 
Marcus Buck. Quite likely the downtown Hamilton pair, including Lily, 

probably her on the left, the larger bird..
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changed over the years, the nest site at the Sheraton has 
been used since 1995! Peregrines generally mate for life, 
but when one of the pair dies, the remaining one will rather 
quickly accept a new mate. A new female appeared on 23 
January 2022 and Judson seems to be already bonding with 
her. We assume this bird is most likely the cause of Lily’s 
injuries following a territorial battle.

Falconwatch TV camera images have helped identify 
the newest female as McKeever, a bird hatched at the 
Ambassador Bridge in Windsor in 2019. She is very special 
to Falcon Watchers as she was named in honour of Kay 
McKeever (1924-2019), founder of the Owl Foundation in 
the 1970s. The Owl Foundation has been there to help our 
Peregrines whenever needed. The knowledge and expertise 
that they provide is remarkable. They receive no government 
funding, relying strictly on donations.
Peregrine Falcons have made a great comeback after 
disappearing in Ontario during the mid 1960s due to 
the use of pesticides containing DDT. Captive breeding 
programs run from 1986 to 2006 aided greatly in restoring 
wild peregrine populations. Peregrines have since adapted 
to city life, where tall buildings replicate the cliffs they like 
in the wild, and pigeons and other birds provide plenty of 
food. We now have a young pair, at perfect ages for breeding. 
As sad as it is to lose a bird like Lily, we also understand that 
survival of the fittest ensures the strongest offspring. We 
look forward to a healthy brood this year.

Falconwatch History

In 1995, when Peregrine Falcons first appeared at the 
Sheraton Hamilton, the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club (HNC) 
was asked by the Ministry of Natural Resources and the 
Canadian Wildlife Service to help monitor the chick that 
had hatched naturally and the two foster chicks that were 
placed in the nest. Over the next few years, as the falcons 
returned, the Hamilton Community Peregrine Project 
(HCPP) developed as an informal partnership of the HNC, 
the Sheraton Hamilton Hotel, the Hamilton Wentworth 
District School Board (HWDSB)and Falconwatch itself. The 
HNC has been the mainstay of Falconwatch, sponsoring 
Coordinators’ salaries and television camera purchases, 
until self generated donations took the financial pressure 
off the HNC. In 2018 the David Braley Health Sciences 
Centre of McMaster University replaced the HWDSB. The 
arrangement continues to this day.

Volunteers Needed

Falcon chicks have a high mortality rate, with 70% not 
surviving their first year. Breeding in cities brings the added 
danger of crashing into buildings and coming down onto 

busy streets below. This is why Falcon Watchers volunteer to 
watch over the chicks when they are preparing for their first 
flights when they are about 40 days of age.

Volunteering is very rewarding and no experience is 
required. The chicks generally hatch in early May and by 
mid-June are ready to take their first flight. We monitor 
them for two to three weeks, until it is determined that 
they are strong flyers. Coordinators are hired to oversee the 
volunteers, and experienced volunteers are trained in rescue 
operations. Two-hour shifts are organized from 5 a.m. to 9 
p.m. during this time. If you are interested in volunteering 
or wish more information, please visit our website at falcons.
hamiltonnature.org or contact falcons@charlesgregory.ca

Lily by Mary Anne McDougall.
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Urban Coyotes
by BOB CURRY

WE LIVE ON THE 6TH FLOOR of a condo high-rise in 
east Burlington. You might say it’s our contribution to urban 
intensification. Our windows and balcony afford a view across 
three contiguous school yards all mostly grass-covered. Below 
us the wooded Appleby Creek provides riparian habitat.

Not infrequently we hear Coyotes singing usually at dusk but 
sometimes in the night. We seldom see them. However, about 
January 10 and in the middle of the day we saw two, a pair 
we presumed as the male was somewhat larger. They ambled 
across the Bateman High School football field and into the 
suburbs that lie to the east. Schools were not in – the Covid 
of course – and there were no exercise walkers on the track or 
dog walkers else the Coyotes would be gone.

Move forward to 20 January. At 17:10 just as the light was 
fading we noticed a Coyote standing in the snow about 
60 metres distant. Closer examination revealed that it was 
tearing apart and eating an Eastern Cottontail. We presume 
it killed the animal right there since we had not seen a carcass 
beforehand. It took about 20 minutes to consume its prey, 
about five minutes of the 20 crunching the head over and 
over until it was able to swallow the morsel. When all was 
finished – there were but a few scraps of fur left – the Coyote 
squatted and urinated on the remains. Thus, it was a female. 
We presume this was a mark of possession, notwithstanding 
that there was essentially nothing left to eat. It then walked 
over to the fence that separates the property lawn from the 
creek. Just as I was wondering whether it had found or created 
a passage under the fence it nimbly leapt to the top of the two-
metre frost fence, with all four feet close together. It remained 
there for a second or so before dropping to the other side.

She then did a small amount 
of digging and shaped a bed 
by swirling in the snow, curled 
her tail around and went to 
sleep. It was then that Glenda 
noticed two others about 15 
metres away, separate from 
one another, and similarly 
curled up. We think they are 
a pair with one fully-grown 
offspring.

The next morning dawned 
bright and cold; the three 
Coyotes remained in place. 
A couple of nights before in a windstorm, a huge old Crack 
Willow true to its name split apart at the base and deposited 
at least two of its four trunk-like branches onto the running 
track. So, this morning saw a bulldozer clearing the snow then 
a crew noisily chipping the willow branches.

Despite this extraordinary commotion of ripping, shredding 
and workers our Coyotes remain hidden we presume to all but 
our inquisitive eyes. At 11:00 a.m. they are curled up but with 
heads raised basking in the cold sunlight.

They are urban-adapted indeed and we love that they have 
learned to co-exist with us.

Coyote at Pinedale Ave, Burlington - 20 January 2022 - photo Bob 
Curry.

Bob Curry - photo Glenda 
Slessor.

Coyote at Pinedale Ave, Burlington - 20 January 2022 - photo  Bob 
Curry.



THE WOOD DUCK    149

New to HNC – A Treasurer’s Finance Committee
by JIM STOLLARD (Former Treasurer)
FOR SOME YEARS, the workload for the HNC Treasurer has 
been building. Becoming more active as a land trust, changing 
the Land Trust Manager position to that of an employee, 
opening an investment brokerage account, and an increasing 
variety of payment and donation options (CanadaHelps, 
e-transfers and the new Membee membership management 
system), have all contributed to workload build-up. Once 
the Club took on employees, the Treasurer encountered 
the challenging world of doing payroll, calculating payroll 
deductions, remitting employee deductions to the Canada 
Revenue Agency, issuing T4 Slips and keeping current on 
government regulations for employers.

In my last year as Treasurer, I knew it was time to find help 
for succeeding Club members who would take on this Board 
position and I conceived of a three person committee headed 
by the Treasurer which would share the work and allow a 
succeeding Treasurer to have a good work/life balance. The 
make-up and roles on the Finance Committee are outlined in 
the following plan.

Plan for the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
‘Treasurer Finance Committee’ 
Treasurer Roles

•	 Chairs Finance Committee and assists/communicates 
with committee members as needed.

•	 Pays all expenses by cheque or pre-authorized bank 
withdrawal (2 signatures required from 2 signing 
officers). 

•	 Deposits cash & cheques to Club Chequing Account 
as necessary.

•	 Transfers funds between HNC Tangerine Bank 
Accounts, TD Waterhouse Investment Account and 
TD Canada Trust Chequing Account as necessary.

•	 Manages the HNC Manual Tax Receipt Records and 
issues Manual Charitable Tax Receipts as necessary. 
(The Membership Director issues most tax receipts 
using the Membee system.)

•	 Supervises the Annual Audit including all necessary 
communications with the audit firm, providing 
all financial documents requested, answering all 
questions from the auditors, presenting the Audited 
Financial Statements for Board approval and working 
with the audit firm to complete the Annual Charity 
Information Return for the Canada Revenue Agency 
and Annual Change of Directors Form for the 
Government of Ontario.

•	 Presents the Board approved Audited Financial 
Statements to the Club membership in the form 
of a Treasurer’s Report at the HNC Annual General 
Meeting.

•	 Prepares annual HNC Budget for Board approval.

Payroll Service Coordinator Roles
•	 Receives Employee Timesheets. 

•	 Using the Ceridian Payroll Service website, enters 
employee hours worked and ensures employees are 
properly paid. (Employees are paid by automated 
bank deposit to their accounts.)

•	 Using Ceridian payroll reports, enters employee pay 
amounts into HNC Payroll Records. 

•	 Communicates needed reports and information to 
Treasurer & Bookkeeper as needed.

•	 Issues T4 Statement of Income Slips to all employees.

HNC Bookkeeper Roles
•	 Receives transaction records for all expenses, bank 

transfers and bank deposits from Treasurer and all 
Payroll Expense Allocation Forms from the Payroll 
Service Coordinator and enters the transactions into 
the HNC Books (Currently maintained in Quickbooks).

•	 Communicates needed reports and information to 
Treasurer and Payroll Service Coordinator.

HNC Brokerage Account Coordinator
•	 Manages HNC TD Waterhouse Discount Brokerage 

Account, including accepting donations of 
securities, selling donated securities, purchasing or 
renewing guaranteed investment certificates (GICs), 
transferring cash from the Brokerage Account as 
necessary.

•	 Provides information to the Treasurer and Bookkeeper 
as well as maintaining records for audit.

Treasurer Finance Committee Volunteers
Fortunately, I was able to recruit excellent volunteers to fill the 
positions on the Finance Committee. 

Our Volunteer Director, Michael MacLeod, advertised for a 
Payroll Service Coordinator and Mildeda (Milly) Briscoe, a 
person with extensive payroll experience, volunteered to take 
on the role. Milly has joined the Club, been working as the 
Coordinator since mid-March 2021 and has done splendid 
work. Warren Beacham is a Club member well-known to 
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most of you and a former Sanctuary Director. He works in 
accounting and is Treasurer of the Conservers Society of 
Hamilton & District. Warren readily agreed to volunteer as 
the HNC Brokerage Coordinator. I have taken the roll of HNC 
Bookkeeper.

How does this affect you as an HNC Club member? You just 
need to know that our Treasurer, Kevin Empey is the person 

to contact if you have questions about Club finances, making a 
cash donation or leaving a bequest in a will. Warren Beacham 
is the person to contact if you wish to donate securities to the 
Club, such as common shares of a corporation or mutual fund 
shares.

The Recovery Story of the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike
by MICHAEL ROWLANDS

IF WE HAD BEEN MEETING IN PERSON in a 
comfortable auditorium, the January 17th evening meeting 
of the BSG would have been cancelled because of the 
40-centimetre snowfall that befell the Hamilton Burlington 
area that day. Speakers and audience alike would have had great 
difficulty reaching the venue if it had even been open. Thanks 
to our connected electronic devices, we safely held the meeting 
virtually with our emcee Jackson Hudecki in Hamilton and 
our guest speaker in “faraway” Orono, Ontario!

Jackson opened the meeting as usual with recent local bird 
sightings, which featured a Glaucous-winged Gull (found by 
Alvan Buckley), Harlequin Duck, King Eider, Snow Goose, 
Ross’s Goose, Boreal Owl, White-winged Crossbill, Mountain 
Bluebird, Harris’s Sparrow, Northern Shrike and Rough-
legged Hawk. He also presented some preliminary results of 
the Hamilton, Flamborough, and Peach Tree Christmas Bird 
Counts, and made some other topical announcements.

Our guest speaker was Jane Spero (Hudecki). She obtained an 
Honours Bachelor of Science in Zoology and a Master’s degree 
in Animal Biosciences from the University of Guelph and is 
the Shrike Conservation Breeding Coordinator at Wildlife 
Preservation Canada. The formal title of her presentation was 
“Bringing Hope Back to the Alvars – The Recovery Story of the 
Eastern Loggerhead Shrike.” Jane had last spoken to the BSG 
in September 2019 about songbird conservation and her early 
experience in the shrike recovery program.

Wildlife Preservation Canada, WPC for short, was founded in 
1985 by famed British naturalist and author Gerald Durrell, 
who was concerned about species at risk and wanted to do 
more than just help restore or improve their habitat: he wanted 
to institute recovery programs that involved captive breeding 
and release to reintroduce declining species. WPC has taken 
the lead role from Environment Canada since 2003 in the 
Eastern Loggerhead Shrike Recovery Program.

The Loggerhead Shrike is a slate 
gray, Robin-sized songbird with 
a black mask. It eats mostly 
invertebrates but also catches 
mice, voles, amphibians and 
small reptiles. Like other 
raptors, it regurgitates pellets 
of indigestible bones and other 
body parts. With a notch on its 
short, hooked bill, it is able to 
break the spinal cords of prey up to 1-1/2 times its own weight! 
Because it impales its quarry on thorns or barbed wire, it has 
gained the nickname of “butcher bird.” Unlike the extremely 
similar Northern Shrike, the Loggerhead has a plain white 
rather than barred chest and more of a bobble head. It has an 
all-black beak while the Northern’s beak is lighter at the base. 
Northern Shrikes are seen here when they migrate south of 
their boreal forest territories in winter whereas the Loggerhead 
Shrikes are present in spring and summer in Ontario and 
migrate further south in the winter.

Loggerhead Shrikes are found throughout North America 
but mostly in the United States and central Canada. There 
is an isolated small breeding population in eastern Ontario 
and Quebec: it’s a unique subspecies classified as critically 
endangered and known as the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike. This 
is the subject of WPC’s recovery efforts.

In the 1930s, there were 11 known subspecies of Loggerhead 
Shrike; the Ontario birds were part of an eastern group known 
as Lanius ludovicianus migrans. When Jane first spoke to us 
a few years ago, they had been known as Lanius ludovicianus 
alvarensis because they were fond of alvar regions (areas of 
short grasses growing in shallow soil with scattered perches 
critical for these visual predators to spot their prey). The 
most recent genetic research has shown the Ontario Eastern 
Loggerhead Shrikes to be in a unique “genetic cluster” within 

Jane Spero.

Bird Study Group Meeting - 17 January 2022
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the original subspecies L.l. migrans.

Previously there were six areas in Ontario where the Eastern 
Loggerhead Shrike was known to breed: Pembroke-Renfrew, 
Smiths Falls, Manitoulin, Grey-Bruce, Carden, and Napanee. 
Now, only the Carden and Napanee Alvars have sizable 
populations. The habitat there is short grassland atop a 
limestone base, mostly used for grazing livestock, not crop 
production, but it is slowly disappearing. In addition, other 
threats include increasingly erratic and extreme climate events 
brought on by global warming, predation by larger animals 
such as raccoons, roadside collisions, and significant losses in 
their southern overwintering grounds. Because of these broad 
sources of concern, WPC staff have taken a four-pronged 
approach to recovery.

First, they monitor the wild population of Eastern Loggerhead 
Shrikes closely to determine their territories. In addition to 
a regular numbered metal ring, banded wild birds are given 
unique combinations of coloured plastic leg-bands so they 
can be distinguished from shrikes raised in captivity.

Second, they help steward and restore the existing shrike 
habitat by partnering with landowners to ensure livestock 
grazing continues to keep the grass short. They help repair 
fences; install gates, feeding and water troughs; thin overgrown 
clusters of shrubs; and perform other tasks as needed.

Third, they collaborate with researchers and banders in the 
United States, where the Ontario shrikes migrate in winter, to 
ensure they monitor all phases of their life-cycle.

Fourth, a most important piece of the strategy, they conduct 
a conservation breeding and release program. Here partner 
facilities, such as the African Lion Safari and the Toronto Zoo, 
raise captive shrike chicks until they are independent enough 
to catch their own food. The chicks are then transferred to 
field enclosures in Carden and Napanee and then “soft-
released” into the wild: for the first week or so, they are given 
supplemental food to ensure they have the best chance of 
survival on their own.

Since 2001, 1400 releases have taken place. Typically, about 
20% of these captive-bred birds will annually return to Ontario, 
which is the same return rate for wild-bred shrikes. They now 
represent 20-30% of the total Eastern Loggerhead Shrike 
population and produce one third to one half of new chicks 
in the wild. The captive birds are banded and some are given 
MOTUS tags so their migration routes can be determined. 
Tracked birds have flown either southwesterly through the 
Windsor area or directly from Carden and Napanee across 
Lake Ontario and southward into the USA.

An exciting sighting was made this past September in St. 
Catharines. A banded, radio-tagged Eastern Loggerhead 
Shrike was spotted on the east pier at Port Weller hunting 
grasshoppers and dragonflies and was the first sighting in the 

Niagara region since the 1960s! Deciphering the tags revealed 
it was one of 12 radio-tagged shrikes released from Carden 
on August 18, so it had probably flown directly through the 
perilous Greater Toronto Area to get there.

Jane then shared some statistics with us for the last three years 
in Napanee, Carden and Smiths Falls. In 2019, there were a 
total of 17 captive-bred pairs; in 2020, 16 pairs; and in 2021, 23 
pairs. Some pairs each year also had double broods. In 2021, 
14 pairs had 52 young in Napanee, and 9 pairs had 26 young 
in Carden. While small, these numbers of young birds are 
increasing and sufficient to stabilize the annual population, 
so the captive-breeding and release program is definitely 
working.

In terms of recent developments, Jane explained that their group 
had written a paper on sexing Eastern Loggerhead Shrikes 
[Visually sexing Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) 
using plumage coloration and pattern, G Morgan, AA Chabot 
- JoVE (Journal of Visualized Experiments), 2020 - jove.com]. 
This is important because, without expensive DNA testing or 
the appearance of a brood patch on a female, it can be difficult 
to tell the sexes apart. The technique involves examining the 
shaft of the sixth primary wing feather. If the brown shaft 
extends all the way through the white band on the primary 
feather, this indicates it’s a female; if it goes only part way, it’s 
a male.

In concluding her formal presentation, Jane explained that this 
year the WPC is engaged in conservation planning workshops 
with its many stakeholders to get a better understanding of 
all the current threats to the growth of the shrike population. 
This will identify high-priority breeding sites for protection 
and help fine-tune its captive-breeding and release program. 

For the next 20 minutes or so, Jane answered the many questions 
that audience members had submitted to the on-line question 
queue. One interesting revelation was that the Raptor Centre 
at the Mountsberg Conservation Area (whose delegates have 
previously spoken to the BSG about the Loggerhead Shrike 
Program) had stopped being a partner breeding site about 
two years ago. When asked where one would most likely be 
able to see an Eastern Loggerhead Shrike, Jane suggested 

Loggerhead Shrike at Port Weller - 3 September 2021 - photo Rhesa Sy.
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Carden Alvar Provincial Park, about 30 minutes from Orillia 
within the City of Kawartha Lakes (Carden is a township, 
not a town). In response to a final question from Jackson, 
Jane stated that the favourite part of her job is the day each 
season when the new brood of Eastern Loggerhead Shrikes 
are released from their pens and find their freedom.

It had been a very entertaining and interesting talk from an 
enthusiastic and energetic speaker, and it attracted over 80 
people who connected by Zoom – one of the largest audiences 
we have had in the current pandemic era of virtual meetings: 
thank-you, Jane!

The 101st (2021) Hamilton Christmas Bird Count Results
by ROB PORTER - Compiler

THE 101st HAMILTON Christmas Bird Count (CBC) was 
held on December 26, 2021.This year is the first CBC season 
in which eBird has had the “Trip Reports” feature in which 
this report will make use of. You can review all the data of this 
count, including photos and audio recordings online at the 
following link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/24771.

The count circle centres upon Dundurn Castle; it is bounded 
in the west by Christie Lake, in the east by Lake Ontario, 
in the north by Lake Medad, and in the south by Hamilton 
International Airport. It includes two Important Bird & 
Biodiversity Areas (IBAs): West End of Lake Ontario (WELO) 
IBA, and Dundas Valley & Dundas Marsh IBA.

The weather on count day was hovering around the freezing 
mark, with a mix of sun and cloud. A light west wind was 
present most of the day, with no precipitation reported.

One hundred and three counters participated, many new 
to this Count. A total of 184.55 hours of effort was put in, 
resulting in 97 species observed, with no additional species 
observed during the Count Week. This is the lowest number 
of species seen since the year 2000 count. A total of 36,357 
individual birds were counted on the Count day. This is the 
lowest number since 1977, but only six less than the 2017 
count, so not terribly out of character for the last few years 
of the count.

The “low” count of species (if 97 
can be called that, most CBCs in 
Canada count themselves lucky 
to get half that!) can be attributed 
to a few normally reliable species 
not being present within Count 
Week: Red-necked Grebe, Lesser 
Black-backed Gull, Black-crowned 
Night-Heron, Rough-legged Hawk, 
Snow Bunting, Gray Catbird, and 
Chipping Sparrow.

One other “low” count that appears notable is 9,637: the total 
number of individual birds counted that were of an introduced 
species. (This does not include re-introduced species such as 
Wild Turkey and Canada Goose.) This number has not been a 
4-digit number since 1977, and even that year was an oddity. 
It has been since the 1960s that we have last seen this number 
this low. It could be argued the “low” in total individual birds 
is actually reflecting a decline in non-native species. 

An exceptionally high number of records were broken in 
species counts, however. A whopping 16 species have exceeded 
totals seen since the Count’s inception in 1921. 

Starting with ducks, four duck species broke records: Northern 
Shoveler (419), Ring-necked Duck (219), Hooded Merganser 

Rob Porter - Hamilton 
Christmas Bird Count 

Coordinator.

The Hamilton CBC Pied-billed Grebe observed at the Desjardins 
Canal on 14 December 2021 - photo Joe Minor.

Northern Shoveler at Windermere Basin - 26 December 2021 
- photo Cody Bassindale.
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(290), and Red-breasted Merganser (1,076).

Four Sandhill Cranes were observed by two separate parties 
(presumed to be the same birds), breaking the previous record 
of two. Red-throated Loon broke previous records set in 2016 
with five counted, three more than previous. The Double-
crested Cormorant’s winter population is quite healthy this 
winter, with 216 counted, 76 over the previous record set in 
2016. The Turkey Vulture continues its upward trend, with 15 
counted, four higher than counted in last year’s record.

Bald Eagles (18) also continue their phenomenal recovery 
seeing two more than previous records, even with some 
presumed overlapped counts adjusted. While not related, 
the Common Raven also shares a similar trajectory with 19 
counted (seven more than the previous record), and both 
may become very difficult to prevent double-counting if 
their populations continue in this trend. A compiler can only 
handle so many variables.

As is the tradition in recent years, Red-bellied Woodpecker 
(127) and Carolina Wren (124) once again break their previous 
records with just a few more than previous years. One surprise 
record this year was the White-throated Sparrow, with 220 
counted, 7 higher than the previous record set in 2005.

Three species tied previous records set: Barred Owl (1), 
Merlin (7), and Peregrine Falcon (6). A few species also hit 10 
and 25-year highs, see the data attached for details on those.

Thanks to all of the participants, especially all of our newest 
counters: without you, coverage in this count would become 
increasingly challenging. And, an additional special thanks to 
the new Hamilton Naturalists’ Club Bird Surveys Committee 
for assisting in the administration of this count. This count 
has a lot of zones, and keeping track of zone assignments and 
all the emails that produces is much easier with help.

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club Bird Surveys Committee
Jessica Banas, Cody Bassindale, Christa Jackson, Rowan 
Keunen, Chris Motherwell, Rob Porter, and Liam Thorne.

Species
Count Day: 97
Count Week: 0
Total Countable: 97

Effort
Counters: 103
Walked Distance: 270.73 km
Walked Time: 146 hours
Driven Distance: 340.6 km
Driven Time: 25.8 hours
Owling Distance: 2.4 km (walked)
Owling Time: 2 hours
Feeder Time: 10.75 hours

Species Counts
*** = New highest record in count history (last 100 years)
** = Highest count in last 25 years
* = Highest count in last 10 years
CW = Count Week species

Cackling Goose 1, Canada Goose 3,558, Mute Swan 40, 
Trumpeter Swan 53, Tundra Swan 3, Northern Shoveler 
419***, Gadwall 178**, American Wigeon 2, Mallard 1,599, 
American Black Duck 162,  Northern Pintail 16*, Green-
winged Teal 26, Canvasback 129, Redhead 72, Ring-necked 
Duck 219***, Greater Scaup 1,448, Lesser Scaup 856, Surf 
Scoter 3, White-winged Scoter 225, Black Scoter 3, Long-
tailed Duck 8,860*, Bufflehead 472, Common Goldeneye 
981, Hooded Merganser 290***, Common Merganser 252, 
Red-breasted Merganser 1,076***, Ruddy Duck 196, Wild 
Turkey 28, Pied-billed Grebe 1, Horned Grebe 5, Rock Pigeon 
1,517, Mourning Dove 649, American Coot 74, Sandhill 
Crane 4***, Ring-billed Gull 1,018, Herring Gull 791, 
Iceland Gull 3, Glaucous Gull 4, Great Black-backed Gull 48, 
Red-throated Loon 5***, Common Loon 5, Double-crested 
Cormorant 216***, Great Blue Heron 11, Turkey Vulture 
15***, Northern Harrier 2, Sharp-shinned Hawk 4, Cooper’s 
Hawk 20, Bald Eagle 18***, Red-shouldered Hawk 1, Red-
tailed Hawk 113, Eastern Screech-Owl 1, Great Horned Owl 
1, Snowy Owl 2, Barred Owl 1***, Belted Kingfisher 4, Red-
bellied Woodpecker 127***, Downy Woodpecker 240, Hairy 
Woodpecker 80, Pileated Woodpecker 16, Northern Flicker 
16*, American Kestrel 1, Merlin 7***, Peregrine Falcon 6***, 
Blue Jay 394, American Crow 495, Common Raven 19***, 
Black-capped Chickadee 952, Tufted Titmouse 4, Golden-
crowned Kinglet 19, Red-breasted Nuthatch 47, White-
breasted Nuthatch 212, Brown Creeper 14, Winter Wren 22, 
Carolina Wren 124***, European Starling 2,852, Northern 
Mockingbird 14, Eastern Bluebird 57, Hermit Thrush 6, 
American Robin 454, Cedar Waxwing 103, House Sparrow 
1,589, House Finch 409, Purple Finch 15*, Common Redpoll 
8, Pine Siskin 1, American Goldfinch 641, American Tree 
Sparrow 192, Fox Sparrow 3, Dark-eyed Junco 760, White-
crowned Sparrow 2, White-throated Sparrow 220***, Song 
Sparrow 49*, Swamp Sparrow 12**, Red-winged Blackbird 
22, Brown-headed Cowbird 1, Common Grackle 1, Northern 
Cardinal 429.
TOTAL - 36,357
This report and all its data is available at the following URL: 
https://ebird.org/tripreport/24771
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The Throwback | June 2009

Diane Green catching insects at a Bruce Peninsula fen on an HNC weekend trip to the Grebe 
Lodge - a 90th HNC Anniversary outing - photo Jean Stollard.
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Call for Volunteers to Monitor Threatened Chorus Frogs This Spring!

Frogs will soon be calling, and we are calling on YOU!

The threatened Western Chorus Frog (WCF) has recently experienced 
population declines. In response, a long-term monitoring program 
has been created by Blazing Star Environmental, Environment and 
Climate Change Canada and Trent University. This program will help 
us understand the changing WCF distribution. Data collected will allow 
the conservation community to detect and respond to WCF range 
declines over time.
Since the WCF range is large and the calling period is short, this 
program will rely on individuals to conduct short call surveys, 
beginning as early as mid-March 2022. For more details about the 
program, please contact info@blazingstar.ca.Western Chorus Frog - photo Scott 

Gillingwater.

A whimsical and well-done photo recreation by Nathan Hood, Matthew Trask and Ezra Campanelli  
during their trip to Ship Sands Island of the well-known photo of three giants of Hamilton birding 

- Mark Jennings, Bob Curry and Alan Wormington on their trip to Ship Sands in August 1977. Ship 
Sand Island is at the mouth of the Moose River at the bottom of James Bay. Forty-three years later but 

the scenery has not changed much. Photo by Nathan Hood.



YOU CAN HELP 
PROTECT THE 
NATURAL WORLD

Donor support is the key to ensuring we can 
continue to build on a century of protecting 
nature for future generations.

Your gift helps nature grow.

Learn more about how donation funds are used 
and how to donate to the HNC at
hamiltonnature.org/support-us/donations
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