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It is snowing out as I write this on 13 March, rather large flakes, and many 
of them, coming down and accumulating. It is a veritable winter wonderland 
but really not that welcome at this time of the year. The birds are active at the 
feeders as they often are when it snows. Almost like they are stocking up in case 
the snowfall is heavy and makes food harder to find later. Makes perfect sense.

Spring is coming in its two-steps-forward-and-one-step-backwards kind of way. 
Patience is certainly needed as we anticipate the first Spring wildflowers. I know 
a patch of Winter Aconite I check every year to see its progress. Two days ago I 
saw one leaf of the 40-50 plants there starting to unfurl. I’m amazed at its ability 
to grow in such cold conditions. The native Skunk Cabbage is another early 
flowerer. It is pollinated by insects attracted to its fetid odour and one wonders 
what insects could be active now. 

There are lots of varied articles within. The bird count articles reveal how 
active our Club is. Another article details a new species for the Hamilton area: 
Glaucous-winged Gull. There are also two new Citizen Science projects that 
you can get involved with. The Bat Monitoring Project sounds interesting and 
easy. The HNC initiative to perform BioBlitzes at five HNC sanctuaries this 
Spring and Summer sounds ambitious but certainly we can do this with all the 
naturalist expertise in our Club. The BioBlitz is detailed on the back page.

Frank Morley has written an account of the HNC tent camping at Point Pelee 
over many years, now discontinued by the park. It is the end of an era. Much 
as we might wish it, nothing ever stays the same. What doesn’t change? Not 
many examples. I would like to thank Frank for his dedication to organizing 
the camping at Point Pelee for such a long time. Volunteering is what our Club 
is all about.

I had space so I included a reprint on page 175 under the “And Now for Some 
Good News” banner. And it is good news. This was reprinted courtesy of Great 
Lakes Now an initiative of PBS - Detroit Public TV*. Of course most of us are 
aware of the recovery of the Kirtland’s Warbler but it is always good to have a 
“refresher” on what can be done to reverse course. And we do need some good 
news right now as there is so little of it currently in the natural world and the 
political one.

Keep the faith!!

From the Editor

Bill Lamond
Editor

Male Red-breasted Merganser 
at LaSalle Park on 10 March 2022 
- photo Ian Smith. An appropriate 

image for this issue with this species 
featuring prominently on the Peach 
Tree CBC, the “Duck Count” and 
the January WELO IBA Count, all 

detailed inside.

* With a monthly magazine-style television program and daily 
online reports at GreatLakesNow.org, the Great Lakes Now 
initiative offers in-depth coverage of news, issues, events and 
developments affecting the lakes and the communities that 
depend on them, while capturing the character and culture of 
the region. https://www.greatlakesnow.org
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Next HNC Monthly Meeting

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
News and Updates

Due to the on-going pandemic, the HNC is not having its 
normal Monthly Meetings. Instead the “virtual” meetings 
will continue. There is a chance that the May meeting will 
be in-person at the Royal Botanical Gardens. Stay tuned.

11 April, 2022, 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: Lesley Sampson, Coyote Watch Canada 
Topic: The Eastern Coyote – A Synurbic Influencer

The Eastern Coyote is one of many fascinating mammals 
established in southern Ontario. Gaining valuable 
insights about their behaviour, ecology, and family life 
challenges human misconceptions and beliefs about 
this vital keystone species. How to apply humane, safe, 
and effective best practices to minimize human-coyote 
interactions will also be explored.

Lesley Sampson has been working on behalf of canids for 
over two decades and is the co-founding executive director 
of Coyote Watch Canada. She holds a BPhEd (Honours) 
from Brock University (1998) and a post-baccalaureate 
diploma in Education from D’Youville College (2000). 
Her research and practice centre on canid behaviour and 
nonlethal coexistence methodologies. She is consulted 
across North America and abroad, facilitating human-
wildlife conflict resolution and outreach. Her extensive 
fieldwork experience has included collaborations with 
both scientific and government agencies, working with 
the Ontario Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, 
Natural Resources and Forestry, local governments, 
community scientists, and researchers from Queen’s, 
Manitoba, Toronto, and Guelph Universities.

Next BSG Webinar Meeting
25 April at 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: Jessica Brousseau and Elisabeth Shapiro.
Topic: Toronto Feminist Bird Club 
The Feminist Bird Club was founded in 2016 by Molly Adams 
of New York. Since then the club 
has expanded to over 20 chapters 
across the globe. Members of 
the Toronto Chapter will be 
discussing the history of the 
Feminist Bird Club, its events, 
and the outreach the Toronto 
chapter has been doing. They will 
also discuss their future goals in

 

growing the club and how you can participate. 

Short Hills Work Party – Sunday, 1 May, 2022
Come enjoy the old growth forest and Spring wildflowers 
of our Short Hills Nature Sanctuary. Meet at Battlefield 
Square Plaza (Value Village) on Hwy 8 (Queenston Road) 
in Stoney Creek at 9:00 a.m. to carpool. Or meet at the 
Sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. This is our annual spring clean-up 
and work party. Bring a lunch. Moderate to heavy activity. 
Garlic Mustard pulling, garbage and trail cleanup.
There is no rain date for this work party. If the weather is 
damp, we will be there, if it rains steadily, and is wet and 
cold, we will not! Contact Warren Beacham at 905-627-
3343 for more details.

 

Letters to the editor are always welcomed and will be 
duly published. If you have something to say, positive or 
negative, send it in. We want your feedback on the journal 
or any other aspect of the HNC and its activities.
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On the Cover: Glaucous-winged Gull 
(Larus glaucescens)

Family: Laridae 

Identification: A rather difficult gull to identify, especially 
when out of range due to the fact that hybridizes with 
other species. In addition,  the immature plumages are 
quite variable. Identification is best made by photos and 
studying field guides!

Range: The breeding range of this species is restricted to 
the coastal regions of the North Pacific from northern 
Oregon all the way around the Pacific to Japan. It is rare 
away from the coast even in British Columbia and strays 
to eastern North America are exceedingly rare.

The Photo: Obviously not the same photo that is on the 
cover but the same bird, this photo by James Lees on 10 
January 2022. Read about this first record for Hamilton, 
found by Alvan Buckley,  on page 176.

Species of the Month: Eastern Skunk Cabbage 
(Symplocarpus foetidus) 
Family: Araceae 

Identification: One of our earliest flowering plants, often 
when still surrounded by ice and snow. Dean Gugler has 
average flowering dates for our area of 9 March but his 
earliest date was 5 February in 2016. It is always easy to 
identify. The unique looking flowers are unmistakable. 
Often at this time, the first leaves are starting to unfurl. 
When the leaves are fully out they are huge and light green 
in colour. When bruised they emit a distinctive unpleasant 
odour.  

Habitat: Almost always found in swampy ground or 
seepages, often in dense stands that are difficult to walk 
through. 

Range: It occurs from Nova Scotia westwards to extreme 
south-eastern Manitoba and south to Tennessee and North 
Carolina.

The Photo: This photo was taken at Shell Park Woods in 
Oakville by Bob Curry on 17 April 2020. 
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7th Peach Tree Christmas Bird Count Report, January 
2nd, 2022 (2021 CBC Season) 
by CHRIS MOTHERWELL

TO START, I WANT TO THANK the 32 counters who 
ventured out on a cold and blustery day where temperatures 
ranged between -3oC and -9oC, depending on location, and 
winds were strong in some areas, making it feel colder. With 
the scattered snow flurries, visibility was limited, and the 
lake was choppy making it difficult to count ducks. There 
were a few incidental sightings of species.

This year, a Christmas Bird Count Committee was formed 
to help ease the coordination of areas for the compilers. As 
with any new group, kinks need to be ironed out. Committee 
members are: Jessica Banas, Cody Bassindale, Christa 
Jackson, Rowan Keunen, Rob Porter, Liam Thorne, and 
myself. Thanks for all of your help.  

The Count is bounded by the Lake to the north, Caistorville 
area to the south, just east of Industrial Park Rd to the 
east and roughly following Fletcher Rd to the west. There 
is also a large arc in the northwest ‘corner’ where the circle 
intersects with the Hamilton CBC. It includes West End of 
Lake Ontario (WELO) Important Bird & Biodiversity Areas 
(IBA) and three Conservation Areas. 

The total number of individual birds was 17,734, which is 
the lowest total count yet. The total species was 75 (with  five 
additional Count Week (CW) species) and thus tied for the 
highest species (Count Day & CW) with last year’s totals of 
77 + three CW. The CW species included Fish Crow which 
was the first occurrence of Fish Crow on the Count, though 
I have not included it in the new species total, as it was not 
found on Count Day.  

There were five new birds for 
the Count this year: Trumpeter 
Swan, Ruddy Duck, Red-
throated Loon, Boreal Owl and 
Rusty Blackbird. It’s been a long 
time since a Boreal has been seen 
in our area, especially on a CBC. 
The others are interesting in that 
they are common occurrences on 
other counts in our area (other 
than Rusty Blackbird). This gives 
us a count species total of 112. 

For seven species, this was only their second time on 
the Count: Glaucous Gull, Snowy Owl, Long-eared Owl, 
Northern Saw-whet Owl, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Chipping 
Sparrow and Common Redpoll.  

Count highs included Northern Harrier (21), Northern Saw-whet 
Owl (2) and Common 
Raven (17), which is 
the lowest number of 
count-high species. 
Other years ranged 
between nine and 27. 

Based on the total 
number of birds 
found, there were 
a higher number 
of low counts with 
20: Canada Goose, 
American Black Duck, 
Greater Scaup, Surf 
Scoter, Black Scoter, 
Long-tailed Duck, 
Common Goldeneye, 
Common Merganser, 
Wild Turkey, Turkey 
Vulture, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Rock Pigeon, 

Snowy Owl, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Merlin, Blue Jay, Carolina 
Wren, Northern Mockingbird, Chipping Sparrow, Common 
Redpoll and House Sparrow.  

For the Count-record highs and lows, the five new species 

Count Compiler Chris 
Motherwell.

Boreal Owl at Fifty Point C.A. - 2 January 2022 - photo George 
Prieksaitis.

Long-eared Owl at Fifty Point C.A. - 2 
January 2022 - photo Rowan Keunen.
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are not included. 

Species that have been on at least two previous counts and 
were not found on this count were (17): Cackling Goose, 
Tundra Swan, Gadwall, Canvasback, Lesser Scaup, King 
Eider, Common Loon, Horned Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, 
Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, American 
Coot, Eastern Screech-Owl, Pileated Woodpecker, Field 
Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow and Common Grackle.  

Following up on woodpecker numbers, here is their overall 
tally: *

Unfortunately, no Pileateds were found this year. Hopefully, 
next year they will show themselves again, as they are always 
so impressive to see. As can be seen, Red-bellied, Downy, and 
Hairy all had count lows. Reasons why is always speculation 
- weather, temperature, number of counters, etc. 

In comparison to the Hamilton CBC, the trends are 
consistent, with the numbers on the Hamilton CBC being 
higher than the Peach Tree’s. Some of the reasons for this 
may include different suitable habitat, weather, and most 
likely, the number of counters - 103 for Hamilton and 28 for 
Peach Tree. 

American Tree Sparrow and Dark-eyed Junco continue their 
trend between the two counts:

The Hamilton CBC counts more Dark-eyed Juncos, though, 
other than in 2016 & 2020, less American Tree Sparrows. 
In this case, the number of counters doesn’t seem to be a 
deciding factor, so possibly habitat, though 2020 and 2016 
put a wrinkle in that theory. It is also curious to see that Dark-
eyed Junco for the Peach Tree count were the third highest 
for the count, while for Hamilton, they were the third lowest.

The table above shows the number of species 
seen on Counts over the seven years. For 
example 43 species have been seen on all seven 
Counts and 22 species have been seen on one 
Count only. 

Totals: Canada Goose 2,251; Trumpeter 
Swan 2; American Black Duck 3; Mallard 196; 
Redhead 4; Greater Scaup 15; Surf Scoter 78; 
White-winged Scoter 1,426; Black Scoter 4; 

Long-tailed Duck 5,400; Bufflehead 11; Common Goldeneye 
507; Hooded Merganser 7; Common Merganser 13; Red-
breasted Merganser 391; Ruddy Duck 9; Wild Turkey 24; 
Rock Pigeon 120; Mourning Dove 1,096; Ring-billed Gull 
223; Herring Gull 97; Great Black-backed Gull 6; Red-
throated Loon 1; Turkey Vulture 1; Northern Harrier 21; 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1; Cooper’s Hawk 7; Bald Eagle 3; Red-
tailed Hawk 65; Rough-legged Hawk 3; Snowy Owl 1; Long-
eared Owl 1; Short-eared Owl 1; Boreal Owl 1; Northern 
Saw-whet Owl 2; Red-bellied Woodpecker 26; Yellow-belled 
Sapsucker 1; Downy Woodpecker 49; Hairy Woodpecker 9; 

Northern Flicker 7; American Kestrel 11; Merlin 
1; Peregrine Falcon 1; Northern Shrike 1; Blue 
Jay 170; American Crow 57; Common Raven 
17; Horned Lark 29; Black-capped Chickadee 
163; Tufted Titmouse 1; Red-breasted Nuthatch 
11; White-breasted Nuthatch 17; Brown Creeper 
1; Carolina Wren 1; Golden-crowned Kinglet 
1; Eastern Bluebird 13; American Robin 75; 
Northern Mockingbird 7; European Starling 
2,696; Cedar Waxwing 12; House Sparrow 
738; House Finch 166; Common Redpoll 19; 
American Goldfinch 256; Snow Bunting 130; 
American Tree Sparrow 344; Chipping Sparrow 
2; Dark-eyed Junco 512; White-crowned Sparrow 
16; White-throated Sparrow 6; Song Sparrow 
10; Red-winged Blackbird 6; Rusty Blackbird 1; 
Brown-headed Cowbird 14; Northern Cardinal 
145.

Count Week Species: Northern Pintail; 
Glaucous Gull, Great Horned Owl; Fish Crow, 
Pine Siskin.
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Counters: Stephan Baker, Cody Bassindale, Rob Buchanan, 
Cindy Cartwright, Keith Dieroff, Rob Dobos, Philip Downey, 
Deena Errampalli, Jean Hampson, Bob Highcock, David 
Hoekman, Christa Jackson, Andres Jimenez, Andrew 
Keaveney, Alannah Lymburne, Stuart Mackenzie, Kelly-Sue 
O’Connor, Rob Porter, George Prieksaitis, Caleb Scholtens, 
Peter Scholtens, Nancy Smith, Peter Sproule, Katherine 
Stoltz, Liam Thorne, Devam Trivedi, Mike Waldhuber, 
Robert Waldhuber, Ross Wood and Gary, Isaiah, and Nathan 
Yankech. 

Incidental counters: Cheryl Edgecombe (Fish Crow, Dec 31). 

 * Averages were calculated for species that had been on three or more 
counts (to make the results viable). Of these, nine species were above 
average, 50 were below and six were even.

For those of you who participated this year, you will be 
contacted in December 2022, and for anyone else who would 
like to join in the fun, please contact me. For the next Count, 
we will hope for good weather and pray the pandemic will be 
a bad memory. 

Letter to the Editor

Mike Rowland’s account of Janet Spero’s Loggerhead Shrike presentation to the BSG has put me in mind of my experiences with 
the species. From 1977 to 1997, I spent several weeks each winter studying the behavioural ecology of a nocturnal desert rodent, 
Merriam’s Kangaroo Rat, at the University of California’s Boyd Deep Canyon Desert Research Station near Palm Springs. In 
1980, we began implanting small radio transmitters in the animals to follow their movements and it wasn’t long before a radio 
signal was received from a coyote, and in later years, from rattlesnakes and coachwhip snakes, too. Cadavers that we found, 
still emitting signals, in mistletoes at the tops of Palo Verde trees, turned out to have been cached there for later consumption 
by Great Horned Owls. But there were two other avian predators that were more surprising, since both were diurnal hunters: 
Roadrunners and Loggerhead Shrikes. The latter’s kills weren’t hard to identify: they’d be found impaled on the thorns of a 
Golden Cholla Cactus.

Why were nocturnal rodents being killed by day-active birds? It always happened at the full moon, and our radio-tracking data 
provided the explanation. On nights with a moonless stretch of even two or three hours, the Kangaroo Rats emerged from their 
burrows to forage for seeds only in darkness, but at the full moon, there was no safe period and they foraged at dawn and dusk. 
The Kangaroo Rats, some of whom we had tracked over multiple winters, were individuals to me, and each predation death was 
a little tragedy (albeit a valuable data point!). I confess that I wasn’t fond of Loggerhead Shrikes, whom I saw almost every day in 
the California desert, perching conspicuously, like Phainopeplas, atop Creosote Bushes. 

On an early fall day in about 1982, while walking the trail between Cootes Drive and Spencer Creek from Dundas to McMaster, 
I spotted my first in Canada. I studied it carefully to be sure it wasn’t a Northern Shrike, and having only recently discovered 
that the species preyed on “my” animals, I may have snarled “that’s a damned Loggerhead Shrike!” Little did I know that I would 
never see another in Dundas, nor anywhere else in Ontario other than on the Carden Alvar. I sure miss Hamilton birding! 

Martin Daly
Christchurch, New Zealand - (for astounding video of Kangaroo Rats evading rattlesnakes, see https://www.ninjarat.org/videos).

Bird Statistics
Counter Statistics
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Bird Study Group Meeting Summary – 13 December 2021

Wild Turkeys: A Year in the Life with Jenn Baici
by MICHAEL ROWLANDS

FORCED BY THE ONGOING Covid-19 pandemic and 
its new rapid-spreading omicron variant to continue its 
meetings virtually, the Bird Study Group held its December 
meeting via another Zoom webinar. BSG Director Jackson 
Hudecki said we would continue meeting this way into 2022 
or until it’s safe to meet in person again.

Winter listing has started – keep track of birds you see from 
the beginning of December to the end of February. There 
were lots of interesting bird sightings to report: Western 
Meadowlark, King Eiders, Snowy Owls, Snow Geese, 
Townsend’s Solitaire, White-winged Crossbill, Harris’s 
Sparrow, and Northern Shrike. Bird Friendly Hamilton 
Burlington was also conducting a poll on its website (until 
January 14, 2022) asking for a bird to be selected as each 
city’s “City Bird”, so we hope that many of you sent in your 
suggestions. After giving us a preview of the topics for some 
of our future meetings, Jackson introduced our guest speaker, 
Jennifer Baici.

Jenn is a Ph.D. candidate in the Environmental and Life 
Sciences program at Trent University and has been studying 
Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) social structure and 
behaviour in Peterborough County since 2017. Currently 
she is teaching university courses on plant ecology and 
physiology while she finalizes her thesis. Previously, in the 
Master of Forest Conservation program at the University of 
Toronto, she studied biocontrol of invasive Dog-strangling 
Vine in York region using an introduced moth species. Prior 
to that, she received her Honours B.Sc. degree in Forest 
Conservation Science and Conservation Biology at U. of T., 
completing her thesis on mammal abundance and diversity 
within an active Guyanese logging concession. The title of 
her presentation to us was “Wild Turkeys: A Year in the Life”.

She first explained that by 1909 the Wild Turkey had been 
extirpated in Ontario due to overhunting and loss of habitat. 
Not until 1984 were efforts made to reintroduce the species 
by trading moose, otters, and grouse with several US states 
to obtain enough turkeys to start a new population here. 
By 1986, 4,400 individuals had been introduced and, at the 
last official count in 2007, about 70,000 individuals are now 
present. In 2018 a new effort was made to determine the size 
and extent of the Ontario population via a community science 
campaign in which citizen scientists were asked to report 
their sightings of Wild Turkeys via eBird and iNaturalist 
reports. The most northern flocks were in the Sault Ste. Marie 
area (where they had been reintroduced in the 1980s and still 
persisted) and the most southern were at Point Pelee. Jenn 

said she is working on a new population estimate and also a 
colour-coded map showing the degree of habitat suitability 
(for Wild Turkeys) throughout the province.

She began her description of a year in the life of a Wild 
Turkey with winter because that’s when the researchers trap 
the turkeys they wish to study. Following tracks in the snow, 
they locate where flocks normally feed on natural food and 
tramp down the snow to make trails leading to a cache of 
corn they place on some open ground as bait. When the flock 
is within a fairly tight area, concentrating on eating the corn 
with their heads down, a rocket net is remotely shot over the 
feeding area trapping all the birds! Volunteers quickly arrive 
to carefully release the birds and transfer each one into its 
own perfectly sized cardboard box (supplied by the National 
Wild Turkey Federation in the USA). As each one is removed 
from its box, a black sock is put over its head, calming it 
down while the researchers measure its tarsus, wing and 
head lengths, and on males its beard length. A blood sample 
is taken for genetic information and identity bands are added 
to the legs – one aluminum band on one leg and a coloured 
plastic one on the other – although they’re hard to see in 
snow or tall grass. GPS transmitters are also strapped on the 
backs of the turkeys using bungee harnesses. Afterwards all 
the turkeys are released simultaneously to minimize stress. 
The transmitters send out a signal every four hours, allowing 
individuals to be tracked for up to one year. Static maps can 
then be generated from the signals to determine the home 
range area of a flock. Jenn also showed us animated maps 
tracing the movements of individual males and females 
throughout the winter.

In spring the GPS trackers show that the males and females 
disperse from their winter flocks, crossing roads and 

Jenn Baici and Wild Turkey.
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spreading out more easily with the loss of the deep snow 
cover. Males start displaying and seeking females as mates. 
Females typically lay 9-13 eggs and create nests in diverse 
habitats from tall, dry grasses to young cedar forests to hide 
the eggs from predators, like foxes or raccoons. Finding the 
nests visually can be difficult, and Jenn sometimes has to rely 
on GPS coordinates sent from the trackers to pinpoint where 
they are. She then monitors each nest regularly and estimates 
when the eggs are likely to hatch.

By summer, the young poults have hatched and moved away 
from the nest within one or two days. This is when Jenn will 
collect fragments from individual eggs in the nest for genetic 
testing. It is known that Wild Turkeys are non-monogamous: 
males and females will both mate with multiple partners. In 
addition, there is conspecific brood parasitism, which means 
that some hens will lay their eggs in another hen’s nest. These 
two facts mean that a nest could contain poults from more 
than one father and/or mother, something that has been 
observed in Wild Turkeys in California. Jenn hoped to get 
DNA results before Christmas to see if this is also happening 
in her Peterborough flocks. While the poults are young, the 
hens carefully protect them in the tall grass as they roam 
around and eat mostly insects. The males do not spend any 
time as watchful parents in the summer and typically just 
associate with other males in small groups.

In the autumn, the turkeys are considered “forest generalists” 
and will roam around their territories eating natural food 
sources (insects, berries, wild grapes, acorns, beech seeds, 
etc.). As well, they will eat waste corn and soybeans from 
nearby agricultural fields. While some farmers have felt the 
turkeys are pests in their crops, this does not appear to be 
the case; in fact, turkeys eat many smaller pests in the fields 
and the excrement falling from their roost trees actually helps 
introduce nutrients back into the soil. Wild Turkeys are an 

intricate part of the ecosystem and may slowly be resuming 
the niche they once held before becoming extirpated. As 
adults or as poults, they may themselves be prey to other 
species, such as foxes, coyotes, raccoons, cougars, or larger 
birds of prey, such as Great Horned Owls, Red-tailed Hawks 
or Northern Goshawks. Especially in the spring, when the 
hens are nesting, Jenn says their predators see them as “food 
sitting on food”! As autumn progresses, the turkeys start 
flocking together again to spend the winter in groups and the 
cycle repeats.

A lively question and answer session followed the formal 
part of Jenn’s presentation. She explained that toms usually 
weighed 10-15 kg, jakes (juvenile males) 7-11 kg, adult hens 
4-6 kg, and jennies (young females) lighter still. Males may live 
for 7-8 years and females 4-5 years (they are more vulnerable 
to predation). Although they are heavy birds, they can fly 300-
400 metres if needed, and they can certainly fly into the trees 
they roost in overnight. During the spring courtship, groups 
of sibling brothers help display to prospective hens but all the 
brothers do not mate with them! They are simply helping the 
dominant tom to pass on their common genetic material.

Throughout her talk, Jenn had been building a list of reasons 
why Wild Turkeys should be studied. Firstly, researchers can 
learn new things about a species that has been reintroduced. 
Secondly, since they are a harvested game species, it’s 
important to monitor their population to ensure they are 
not depleted again. Finally, since they are a common, native, 
Ontario species, it’s important to observe and understand 
their interconnections with other animals and plants in our 
environment. You can follow Jenn’s ongoing studies on Wild 
Turkeys (and other topics) on her website at https://jennbaici.
weebly.com.

When asked what’s next in Jenn’s research after she receives 
her Ph.D., she said she would like to continue studying “round 
little ground birds,” Galliformes such as grouse or ptarmigans. 
Jackson thanked Jenn for her “awesome research and great 
presentation” and signed off by wishing everyone a safe and 
happy holiday season.

Wild Turkey - photo Jenn Baici.
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The Shadowed Moon
by PHIL MOZEL

AN ECLIPSE, EITHER OF THE SUN OR MOON, is one 
of the most dramatic phenomena of nature.

Three were visible in our area last year, one of the Sun and 
two of the Moon. There are two more of the Moon, i.e. lunar 
eclipses, this year.

The first takes place on the night of May 15/16. This eclipse 
is of the total variety in that the Moon, as it orbits our planet, 
will immerse itself completely in the dark, central region, of 
Earth’s shadow. The specifics are:

• partial eclipse begins May 15, 10:27:31 p.m. EDT
• total eclipse begins May 15, 11:28:40 p.m.
• total eclipse ends May 16, 12:54:11 a.m.
• partial eclipse ends May 16, 1:55:27 a.m.

Moonrise occurs at 8:21 so the Moon will be well clear of the 
eastern horizon when the eclipse begins.

The most dramatic part of a lunar eclipse occurs during total-
ity when the Moon may take on colours from grey to orange 
to red or may even seem to disappear! The colours result from 
sunlight being scattered by the Earth’s atmosphere, falling on 
the Moon and then being reflected back to us. Red is scattered 
less than other colours. The quality of our atmosphere deter-
mines the specific appearance of any eclipse: is the Sun’s light 
passing through clear air or has a volcano perhaps erupted 
recently, filling the atmosphere with smoke and ash? In ad-
dition, the May Moon will pass through the southern part of 
Earth’s shadow; in November, the northern. This will have a 
bearing on what parts of the Moon appear darker or lighter 
than others.

Speaking of November, the second lunar eclipse of the year 
takes place on the 8th of that month and is also total. Key times 

(all November 8) are:

• partial eclipse begins 
4:08:49 a.m. EST

• total eclipse begins 
5:16:12 a.m.

• total eclipse ends 
6:41:52 a.m.

• partial eclipse ends 7:49:24 a.m.
• sunrise 7:03 a.m.

As the above times suggest, eclipse watchers will have to stir 
from their beds quite early!  The Moon will be very low in the 
west and will actually set at 7:11 a.m., shortly after the total 
phase ends. One will need to ensure a clear view to the west 
without, say, a neighbour’s tree obstructing the sight lines. 
This will, however, provide a good opportunity to photograph 
two worlds at once: the Moon with Earth in the foreground. 
(A similar opportunity was afforded us during last June’s solar 
eclipse when the already partially obscured Sun rose in the 
east).

Speaking of photography, it’s worth taking your best shot with 
whatever camera you may have. The most worthwhile results 
will be obtained, however, with a camera whose exposure set-
tings can be changed. A tripod will also be necessary for the 
darker phases of the eclipse. If you have a filter on your lens 
(e.g. a daylight filter) remove it; it will only cut down on the 
amount of light entering the camera. Be prepared to adjust 
the exposure depending on the phase of the eclipse: the full, 
uneclipsed Moon is, of course, quite bright but during totality 
the Moon may require longer exposures and/or a higher ISO.

Unlike eclipses of the Sun which can be dangerous to observe 
if one is not careful, lunar eclipses are perfectly safe. So, sim-
ply put, scout out an observing location in advance, practice 
with your camera beforehand and shoot a lot! Or just lie back 
and enjoy a wonderful natural spectacle.

Space does not permit a detailed look at eclipse photography 
but there are many on-line sites one may check. Two that go 
into quite some detail about eclipses and how to photograph 
them are:

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/explora/photography/tips-
and-solutions/22-tips-forphotographing-a-lunar-eclipse
https://expertphotography.com/lunar-eclipse-photography

Phil Mozel.

Eclipse of the Moon - 8 October 2014 - photo Phil Mozel.
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Tent Camping at Point Pelee N.P. Discontinued
by FRANK MORLEY

TENT CAMPING  at Point Pelee National Park is no longer 
an option for HNC birders.

The Park has ceased using the White Pine Picnic Area as its 
venue for group tent camping in May and September.  Every 
year we had a reservation for four nights and five days. We 
usually had 20 campers. There were no “sites” and tents 
were pitched close together in a grassy area. Rain could 
be a problem if you unknowingly set up where a puddle 
appears.  Night noises could be snoring or a raccoon fight 
just a few feet away.  I was lucky, I slept through everything. 
A covered pavilion offered us shelter with electricity, tables, 
and a wood-stove that added ambiance to our social time. 
Being inside the Park was a big bonus. You weren’t subjected 
to being shuttled when certain lots were full of cars. You 
could walk in any direction from the camp, all to good birdy 
“spots”.  We had the most cost efficient paid accommodations 
at the  Pelee area.  Our campers were like all visitors to the 
“Sun Parlour” and ventured far afield in Essex County, to 
Hillman Marsh, St. Clair, Wheatley, Rondeau P.P., and those 
mosquito infested sewage lagoons, that always added species 
to their “list”.

HNC members that were not campers regularly visited our 
camp, to see us and use some of my “necessities”, micro-
wave, kettle and toaster, as well as the charging stations.  They 
appreciated our ability to serve spirits on site.  If it was rainy, 
the wood-stove would be cranked up, if it was not, sitting out 
in a lawn chair was a welcome relief. With so much habitat 
at hand we could still have our eyes stalking whatever was 
moving, at hand or high in the sky.  Mississippi Kite was 
yelled out many a time.

Moths and butterflies and dragonflies were also noted.  Some 
of the flora was unique to Pelee. 

Talking to some senior members, they said organized camping 
trips were a regular HNC activity, with various destinations 
in the Province. Our group has a few members that camped 
at Pelee since the 1960s. The facilities at Pelee  evolved over 
time, originally having three sites, Black Walnut with 40, and 
Little Raccoon North with 20 and Little Raccoon South with 
20.  Then, when DDT was discovered in the original Camp 
Henry, the whole Park was reconfigured, roads and buildings 
moved,  and the new Camp Henry reduced the camping area 
by half to 40.

Now oTENTiks, sleeping quarters, are available for rental, 
12 months of the year. These units can be family oriented 
and with a common kitchen building, are a good way to 

experience living “in nature” without having the usual 
camping gear.

Our most recent campers were polled and most decided they 
would not make the switch to oTENTiks as each unit has six 
beds, four on the floor and two up high, and sleeping in a 
common room with others was not their choice.

But we have 2 oTENTiks this year, 5-8 May at #18 and #19 
with a BBQ on a deck, and the HNC people are welcome to 
visit, outside, as usual.  Hopefully you’ll be offered a chair 
and some drinks. We guarantee Whip-poor-will, some owls 
and the Woodcocks are just up the path.  Parking is on the 
West Beach.

A few camping stories appear in the HNC book, A Centennial 
Celebration in Stories and Pictures, produced by Jean 
Stollard.  Look them up!

Frank Morley at Point Pelee, circa 2005 - photo Glenda Slessor.
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Book Review: An Earthling’s Guide to Outer Space: 
Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Black 
Holes, Dwarf Planets, Aliens, and More - Bob McDonald

by LOUISE UNITT  

IF YOU’VE EVER WONDERED why black holes are 
black, why planets are round, or what Saturn’s rings are 
made of, Bob McDonald is more than willing to enlighten 
you. As the genial host of Quirks and Quarks, CBC Radio’s 
long-running science news show, McDonald has earned a 
reputation as an effective popularizer of complex ideas. 

Although An Earthling’s Guide to Outer Space is 
primarily targeted at readers between the ages of eight and 
fourteen, McDonald’s conversational tone and imaginative 
presentation should appeal to readers of all ages.

That said, young readers in particular will appreciate the 
layout. In a format reminiscent of the For Dummies series, 
pages are enlivened by sidebars, text boxes and a generous 
sprinkling of illustrations. The pace is brisk, the longest 
chapter running a mere eleven pages. Youngsters will relish 
the inclusion of fun trivia, like the fact that nebulae (space 
clouds) “would probably smell like a combination of vehicle 
exhaust, smoke, and burned hamburger.” 

McDonald encourages a hands-on approach. Every chapter 
concludes with an experiment for budding young scientists 
to try at home, using materials that are likely to be on hand. 
A bowl, a spoon, black pepper and a small sponge ball will 
equip you to build a scale model of Saturn, rings included. 
Binoculars and a sheet of paper are all you need to rig up a 
solar telescope. And if you can lay your hands on scissors, 
tape, water and two plastic bottles, you can even fashion 
your very own black hole!

The author makes short work of telling us why the Sun, a 
“big bomb that never stops exploding,” doesn’t blow itself 
up. (Hint: It has to do with competing forces that balance 
each other out.) Explanations are concise, but never at the 
expense of clarity. In a single paragraph, McDonald explains 
how stars come to be, before summarizing planetary 
formation with equal dispatch. 

Saturn has such a low density that “if you had a bathtub 
big enough,” it would float. McDonald can’t resist adding 
that “it would, of course, leave a ring.” While our planet is 
no match for Saturn where rings are concerned, it’s worth 
noting that Earth did once have a ring of its own. Billions 
of years ago, a Mars-sized object collided with the Earth, 

shearing off a huge chunk 
and merging with it to form 
a band that encircled the 
globe. That ring of dirt and 
debris eventually “clumped” 
into something that is with us 
still—our Moon. 

Dipping into the realm of 
fringe science, McDonald 
takes on questionable 
phenomena such as the 
existence of alien spaceships (“probable, not provable”), 
alien abduction (some reports may be attributable to sleep 
paralysis), and crop circles (mostly created by low-flying 
helicopters).

The author sets about correcting common misperceptions. 
A ‘black hole’, despite its name, is a solid object and “the 
hardest, smoothest ball imaginable.” He challenges our 
notion of the universe as “filling up a large, empty space.” 
In reality, space is itself increasing in size, admittedly a 
difficult concept to grasp.

Our limited senses give a distorted view of our place 
within the solar system. In circling the Sun, the world and 
its passengers are hurtling along at 100,000 km an hour—
faster than most rockets. At a cruising speed of 30,000 
km an hour, even satellites travel ten times faster than a 
speeding bullet! 

Also barreling around our sphere at a breakneck pace 
are the decommissioned satellites, rocket boosters and 
assorted debris that we sent into orbit. All this “space junk” 
is spawning a cosmic landfill. Although small satellites 
burn up on re-entry into our atmosphere, fragments of 
large objects do survive. Several “dead” space stations have 
already tumbled to the ground. (Russia destroyed one of 
its old intelligence satellites last November, generating 
hundreds of thousands of pieces of debris.) 

How Do You Walk in Space?, my favourite chapter, addresses 
practical problems encountered by astronauts. Feet being 
of little use in zero gravity, they propel themselves on a 
space walk by means of their fingertips. A space suit has to 
cope with simultaneous temperature extremes — 120oC on 

Louise Unitt.
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the sun-facing side and -150oC on the dark side. The author 
lists the measures taken to ensure that astronauts do not 
“freeze and fry at the same time.” 

McDonald outlines the training that 
astronauts undergo. How you would 
go about loosening a bolt on Earth 
wouldn’t work in space; hence trainees 
must practise manipulating tools in zero 
gravity. Another skill to be mastered is 
walking underwater in order to simulate 
weightlessness. 

Astronauts are subject to numerous 
physical changes, including an increase in 
height, puffy face and chest, so-called “bird 
legs” and deteriorating (or improved!) 
vision. In laying out the rewards and 
challenges that the profession entails, 
the author provides a realistic primer 
for youngsters who may be dreaming of 
pursuing such a career. 

A playful, accessible style ensures that readers won’t feel 
intimidated. And McDonald isn’t shy about aiming the odd 
barb at scientists, who “aren’t very good at naming things.” 
According to current scientific thinking, far from being 

empty, space is filled with a “mystery material” known as 
“dark matter,” which the author interprets as code for “We 
don’t know, but we’re working on it.” 

Beneath McDonald’s breezy, irreverent 
perspective lie feelings of deep awe 
towards the universe, and a sense of 
wonder that’s infectious. Readers are 
invited to recognize our kinship with the 
unimaginably distant. Having informed 
us that the heavy elements were forged 
in stellar eruptions. McDonald singles 
out a gold ring: “You’re looking at 
an element that was made not by the 
Earth but inside a dying star during a 
supernova explosion billions of years 
ago.” In contemplating our origin as 
“stardust,” he muses on a future when 
“the Earth and everything on it will be 
vaporized and cast out into space,” where 
our atoms might “reform into beautiful 
nebulae.” 

An Earthling’s Guide to Outer Space: Everything You Ever 
Wanted to Know About Black Holes, Dwarf Planets, Aliens, 
and More --- Bob McDonald.
Simon & Schuster Canada, Toronto, ON. 225 pages

Barred Owl at McKendrick Tract, Brant - 12 March 2022 - photo Andy Nguyen.
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Mid-Winter Waterfowl Inventory (aka: Duck Count) 2022 
Report Count Date: January 9th, 37th year
by CHRIS MOTHERWELL - Count Compiler

AS ALWAYS I WANT TO THANK the 26 counters who 
experienced above zero temperatures, modest winds and little 
or no precipitation, a much better day than other Count days 
this season.

Count background: The Count started in 1946 in the Toronto 
area and has expanded since then. Hamilton has records from 
the 1960s and consistent records from 1986. 

The range of the Count now is from Kingston to Niagara. 
For this report, I will use the term Survey to refer to Glenn 
Coady’s (the Lake Ontario compiler) results for the whole 
lake. Our part is from the west side of Bronte Creek, Oakville 
to Fifty Road, Grimsby. George Naylor compiled our section 
for 26 years. 

We produced a species count of 30, above the average of 
29, though below the Count-high of 34 in 2004. The total 
number of birds was well below average at 25,596 (average 
45,534) giving this year a ranking of 25. There were eleven 
Bald Eagles found, tied for second highest, behind 2014’s 18 
birds.

Count highs this year were Northern Shoveler (154), Hooded 
Merganser (143), Red-breasted Merganser (1,021) and 
Double-crested Cormorant (118). Hooded Merganser and 
Double-crested Cormorant both had big increases this year 
from their previous highs, 44 and 61 respectively, while 
Northern Shoveler and Red-breasted Merganser had modest 
increases of four and three respectively. The numbers in 
brackets are this years highs. 

This is only the fourth year that there have been more than 
three high counts for the year. For the Survey, along with 
Hooded and Red-breasted Mergansers, the following species 
were also Survey highs from our area: Pied-billed Grebe, 
Trumpeter Swan, Green-winged Teal, Mallard, Canvasback, 
Ring-necked Duck, Surf Scoter, White-winged Scoter, 
Common Goldeneye, Common Merganser, Ruddy Duck and 

American Coot. 

Our contributions were the second highest individual count 
and highest species count. Lesser Scaup (20), Harlequin Duck 
(1) and Red-throated Loon (1) were the Count-lows. Lesser 
Scaup has been on the Count every year and this year ties its 
Count-low. Harlequin Duck and Red-throated Loon have 
been on the count eight and seven times respectively, with one 
bird being the usual number found.

Fourteen species were not found this year, based on being on 
at least two other Counts. Snow Goose (10), Greater White-
fronted Goose (2), Brant (2), Tundra Swan (27), Whooper 
Swan (3), Blue-winged Teal (2), Wood Duck (19), Tufted Duck 
(3), King Eider (14), Black Scoter (15), Barrow’s Goldeneye 

(2), Horned Grebe (15), Red-necked Grebe (13) and Common 
Loon (20) [Brackets indicate number of counts observed on].

Snow Goose (2010), Tundra Swan (2017) and Wood Duck 
(2018) have not been seen since the year in brackets. Of these 
birds, only the King Eider was not found on the Survey.

Other than Red-breasted Merganser, the rest have had some 
decline in numbers. Long-tailed Ducks have declined (see 
table above) since their heydays (although note numbers in 
the 20,000s in recent winter days on other counts). 

Hamilton Area Count Totals: Cackling Goose 2; Canada 
Goose 2,398; Mute Swan 54; Trumpeter Swan 126; Northern 
Shoveler 154; Gadwall 116; American Wigeon 2; Mallard 
4,329; American Black Duck 100; Northern Pintail 4; Green-
winged Teal 7; Canvasback 172; Redhead 90; Ring-necked 
Duck 55; Greater Scaup 3,159; Lesser Scaup 20; Harlequin 
Duck 1; Surf Scoter 117; White-winged Scoter 1,947;  Long-
tailed Duck 5,207; Bufflehead 268; Common Goldeneye 
2,688; Hooded Merganser 143; Common Merganser 2,406; 

Of the most common and highest numbers species, the chart above shows their trends - red bars are highest counts.
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Red-breasted Merganser 1,021; Ruddy Duck 12; Pied-billed 
Grebe 2; American Coot 77; Red-throated Loon 1; Double-
crested Cormorant 118; Bald Eagle 11.

Counters: Dave Archbell, Jessica Banas, Simon Carter, Mike 
DeLorey, Bev Douglas, Kevin Empey, Brett Fried, Debbie 
Garbe, Diane Green, Erika Hentsch, Beth Jefferson, Bill 

Lamond, Joyce Litster, Catherine Manschot, Nancy McHardy, 
Chris Motherwell, Mary Beth Neibert, Joanne Redwood, 
Colleen Reilly, Dorlisa Robinson, Dianne Seed, Mike Seed, 
Mary Ellen Starodub, Liam Thorne, Rob Waldhauber and 
Joan Wallace.

Until next year, explore, enjoy and discover!

Eastern Bluebird and nestlings 2020 - watercolour by 
Deena Errampalli.
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WELO (West End of Lake Ontario) IBA Survey Report 
for January 15, 2022
by CHRIS MOTHERWELL, Coordinator

THANKS TO THOSE 28 COUNTERS who ventured out, 
however short a time, to count birds. The conditions east of 
Green Road in Stoney Creek were not meant for bird counts 
- high winds up to 28km/hr, freezing temperatures, around 
180C, with wind chill in the mid 20s and blowing horizontal 
snow. Big waves close to shore were the only things visible 
on the lake. Other parts of the lake, west of Green Road and 
around to Bronte, either had clear skies or fog close to shore, 
making it difficult to see the lake, let alone the ducks. The 
cold, winds and no visibility were what either kept people at 
home or stopped counting early. 

The following report is based on January 2016 - 2022 data in 
eBird. 

The total number of species was 44, tied for 2nd lowest, while 
the number of individuals was 17,137, which was the lowest 
for January. For some unknown reason, Long-tailed Ducks in 
January have been scarce for the last three years compared to 
the numbers for other months around it (see tables below). 
This was the lowest number of Long-tailed Ducks found in 
January and the second lowest for the Count (Oct 2016 had 
166). 

The table below shows the relative numbers for duck species 
that usually contribute to high count numbers (2021 was 
cancelled due to Covid).

As can be seen, January ‘common’ duck numbers are not that 
high.

The following table shows species with more than 1,000 birds 
on a Count and their overall percentage (blanks mean less the 
1,000 for the month).

Long-tailed Duck percentage comparison:

As can be seen, Canada Geese occasionally contribute high 
numbers (more so in Jan and Feb), and this is one of those 
months with 6,657 birds, more than a third of the overall 
count number and the third highest number for this species. 
This distinction is usually reserved for Long-tailed Ducks - in 
other months. 

There were no new species for the count, though, somewhat 
surprisingly, three new month species for January with 
Canvasback, Bonaparte’s Gull and Common Raven. These 
three species have been on the count 10, 9 and 8 times before, 

respectively. 

Count highs for the month were (again, 
surprisingly): Cackling Goose (2), Ring-necked 
Duck (12), Ring-billed Gull (1,212), Great 
Black-backed Gull (62), Hairy Woodpecker (3) 
and Carolina Wren (2). For the Ring-necked 
Duck, this is only its sixth count and its second 
highest numbers. The Great Black-backed gull is 
also a count high. 

Lows for the month of January were Trumpeter 
Swan, White-winged Scoter, Long-tailed Duck, 
Bufflehead and Red-breasted Merganser. 

Although Bonaparte’s Gull was not included in the month 
lows as it was the first time for January, it is a count low for 
this species. 

For misses for the month – I only include birds that have 
been on two or more counts in a month – there were seven: 
Glaucous Gull, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, 
Northern Mockingbird, House Finch, American Tree Sparrow 
and Song Sparrow. Other than Glaucous Gull (4) and Brown 
Creeper (7), the rest have been seen on other Counts between 
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13 and 24 times.

The following 14 birds have only been found once in January: 
American Wigeon, Canvasback, Ring-necked Duck, Wild 
Turkey, American Coot, Bonaparte’s Gull, Iceland Gull, 
Red-throated Loon, Merlin, Common Raven, Winter Wren, 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, Snow Bunting and Pine Warbler, 
though have been seen in other months.

Thirty-one species have been on found in all five Januarys 
(2021 was cancelled). 
 
Species Totals: Cackling Goose 2; Canada Goose 6,657; 
Mute Swan 56; Trumpeter Swan 5; Gadwall 18; Mallard 556; 
American Black Duck 21; Canvasback 1; Redhead 61; Ring-
necked Duck 12; Greater Scaup 2,245; King Eider 1; White-
winged Scoter 58; Long-tailed Duck 3,057; Bufflehead 177; 
Common Goldeneye 1,439; Hooded Merganser 4; Common 
Merganser 384; Red-breasted Merganser 137; Mourning Dove 
10; Bonaparte’s Gull 7; Ring-billed Gull 1,212; Herring Gull 
144; Great Black-backed Gull 62; Double-crested Cormorant 

2; Bald Eagle 1; Red-tailed Hawk 1; Peregrine Falcon 2; 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1; Downy Woodpecker 7; Hairy 
Woodpecker 3; Blue Jay 7; American Crow 6; Common Raven 
1; Black-capped Chickadee 14; White-breasted Nuthatch 
3; Carolina Wren 2; American Robin 17; European Starling 
339; House Sparrow 162; American Goldfinch 18; Dark-eyed 
Junco 14; White-throated Sparrow 2; Northern Cardinal 14. 

Counters: Sandra Biggar, Simon Carter, Pauline Catling, Bev 
Douglas, Kevin Empey, Luc Fazio, Gwyneth Govers, Diane 
Green, Jean Hampson, Will Van Hemessen, Bob Highcock, 
Beth Jefferson, Margaret Kelch, Marvin Medelko, Jason 
Miller, Kai Millyard, David Moffatt, Chris Motherwell, Mary 
Beth Neibert, Rob Palin, Colleen Reilly, Dianne Seed, Mike 
Seed, Nancy Smith, Roy Sorgenfrei, Mary Ellen Starodub, 
Joan Wallace, Tony Zammit.

Stay safe and happy birding. 
(Covid precautions were in place during Count) 

Toronto Zoo’s Bat Monitoring Project
by LOU MITTON

Do you want to learn what species of bats are utilizing your property? Do you want to contribute to science 
to learn more about their population size and distribution? If so, you may be interested in participating in the 
Toronto Zoo’s Bat Monitoring Project.

• Volunteers would sign up for a 4-5 night period during the summer
• They would be loaned acoustic monitoring equipment with a SD card to set up on their own property – 

training provided
• They would leave the equipment in place for the study
• On day 5 they would take the equipment down, remove the SD card and send it in a prepaid envelope to 

the Toronto Zoo, and pass the equipment to the next volunteer
• Preliminary reports are sent out to volunteers showing what species of bats were found on their property
• The project will run from May to September

If you are interested in the project email me at programs@hamiltonnature.org. I will provide more details 
about the project and how to sign up for this worthwhile project. 
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Great Lakes Moment: Kirtland’s Warblers are Thriving
by JOHN HARTIG
ONCE LIVING ON THE BRINK of extinction, the Kirtland’s 
Warbler is now thriving thanks to collaborative conservation 
efforts. This warbler is one of the rarest songbirds in North 
America. This handsome yellow-and-grey bird is named for Dr. 
Jared Kirtland, on whose farm near Cleveland, Ohio, the first 
specimen was collected in 1851. Biologists finally discovered 
the first nest for the species in northern lower Michigan in 1903.  

Ornithologists refer to the Kirtland’s Warbler as a true habitat 
specialist – meaning it has very specific requirements for 
breeding. They build their nests on the ground only in young 
Jack Pine forests in northern and central Michigan, with small 
numbers in Minnesota, Wisconsin and Ontario.

Like many other snowbirds who migrate from the colder 
northern parts of North America to warmer southern locales, 
the Kirtland’s Warbler migrates some 3,400 miles to the 
Bahamas and the Turks and Caicos Islands to overwinter. 
They then return to more northern latitudes in the summer to 
reproduce.  

Always considered a rare bird with a limited range, the 
Kirtland’s Warbler began to decline significantly in the 1960s. 
The birds are found by ornithologists listening for singing 
males advertising and defending nesting territories. Each male 
is then presumed to have a mate, so the number of males also 
indicates the number of nesting pairs.  

Census numbers dropped from 502 singing males in 1961 to 
only 167 in 1974. This meager population was considered to 
be in crisis by state and federal resource managers. Through 
the remaining portion of the 1970s and the 1980s, the annual 
counts hovered around 200 males. Since 1990, the numbers 
have gradually increased. The 2021 population numbers have 
now been tallied and the Kirtland’s Warbler population is 
estimated at 2,245 pairs, which is more than double the 1,000-
pair recovery goal for the species. It should be noted that the 
recovery goal has been exceeded over each of the past 20 years. 
In celebration of this conservation success story, the state of 
Michigan is featuring a Kirtland’s Warbler license plate in 2022.  

State and federal resource management agencies and 
conservation groups are helping the Kirtland’s Warbler by 
providing more habitat through controlled burns that create the 
stands of young Jack Pines needed by the warbler, clear-cutting 
certain areas and manually or mechanically planting Jack Pine 
seedlings to regenerate necessary habitat. They also control the 
numbers of parasitic Brown-headed Cowbirds in the nesting 
areas. Cowbirds are nest parasites that lay their eggs in the 
nests of  Kirtland’s Warblers and other bird species. The larger 
cowbird chicks out-compete warbler chicks for food, which 
causes them to die, while the warbler parents unknowingly 
raise the cowbird chicks. 

Thanks to sound science and effective collaboration among 
state and federal governments and conservation groups, the 
Kirtland’s Warbler has flown off the endangered species list. 
Continued conservation efforts are underway through the 
Kirtland’s Warbler Conservation Team and the Kirtland’s 
Warbler Breeding Range Conservation Plan.  

“The power of partnership continues to yield excellent results 
for the Kirtland’s Warbler after coming off the endangered 
species list,” said U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Regional 
Director Charlie Wooley.  

The Kirkland’s Warbler is truly a beloved songbird in Michigan. 
People come from all over the world to hear and see this 
once federally endangered bird species and to celebrate this 
conservation success story.  

Dr. Jim Bull of Detroit Audubon has had a life-long fascination 
with Kirtland’s Warblers. Bull’s family made a yearly pilgrimage 
to Jack Pine forests in northern Michigan to hear and see 
the Kirtland’s Warblers. His father helped organize the first 
census of this species in 1951, nearly two years before his son 
was born. Early in Bull’s career, he did research on parasitism of 
warbler nests by Brown-headed Cowbirds as a biology major 
at Adrian College. Later he worked as a biologist for the U.S. 
Forest Service leading Kirtland’s Warbler tours. Today, he is 
the longest serving volunteer on the Kirtland’s Warbler census 
and serves on the board of the Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance – 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to raising awareness about 
and promoting conservation of this amazing species.  

“After almost 50 years of hard work, the Kirtland’s 
Warbler has recovered to the point of being taken off the 
endangered species list,” Bull noted. “I call it a comeback bird 
for a comeback state. Like a Phoenix it rises from the ashes of 
fire, or did, and now rises from clearcutting that mimics fire, 
and its song and its presence makes the sandy Jack Pine plains 
reverberate with song and beauty. This conservation triumph is 
a tribute to human ingenuity and caring. How lucky we are in 
this state to have this beautiful Michigan original.”

And  Now  For  Some  Good  News

Kirtland’s Warbler male on breeding grounds - photo courtesy 
Great Lakes Moments.
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Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens): Another 
New Gull for the HSA
by ALVAN BUCKLEY

ON THE 6TH OF JANUARY, 2022, I made an after-work 
visit to Bayfront Park in hopes of observing gulls. It was an 
excellent day to visit as I was fortunate to find and document 
an immature (2nd winter) Glaucous-winged Gull. If accepted 
by the Ontario Bird Records Committee (OBRC), this will be 
the first confirmed record of Glaucous-winged Gull for the 
Hamilton Study Area. Almost certainly the same individual 
was originally found on the 27th of November 2021 by Justin 
Peter, Lyndsey Friesen and Peter Mills in Barrie, and was last 
seen there on the 12th of December 2021. The Barrie sighting 
was only the second record for the province - presumably 
the Hamilton record will be considered the same record for 
Ontario. The first record of this species for Ontario was an 
adult from the previous autumn/winter season: the 18th of 
December 2020 in the Sault Ste. Marie area. 

It should be noted that there was a gull observed on the 3rd 
of July 2009 at Waterdown Garden Supplies in Flamborough 
that was thought to be a Glaucous-winged Gull by the 
original observer. I do not have access to the details or photos 
of this sighting; however, it was not accepted by the OBRC.

I had been seeing a large flock of gulls on Hamilton Harbour 
over the prior two evenings but had always arrived too late 
after work to scan through them. Fortunately I was free by 
16:30 on the 6th of January and so went straight for the outer 
point of Bayfront Park in hopes of finding the gull flock with 
some daylight. To my surprise they were very close to the 
point at the southwest corner of the park. At first there were 
about 200 gulls, a quick scan with the bins revealed a 2nd 
cycle Glaucous Gull, an adult Lesser Black-backed Gull and 

two Iceland Gulls - a nice mix 
to get things started. I set up 
my scope and began scanning 
the growing flock. Within 20 
birds on my first scan the gull 
of interest showed up in my 
view. I instantly recognized 
it as the Barrie Glaucous-
winged Gull. I had not gone 
to Barrie to view this gull, 
but I reviewed the hundreds 
of photos on eBird and other various media, and I 
followed the discussion on its identity by several experts. 
This is what made it instantly recognizable to me. In fact, 
I had been secretly hoping to find this gull as I knew it had 
gone missing from Barrie, only 125km to the North. A birder 
can dream - rarely does it turn out like this! 

Glaucous-winged Gulls are an abundant species along the 
Pacific coast of North America with their range extending 
across the outer Alaska islands, across the Kamchatka 
peninsula and into Japan. They are notorious for hybridizing 
with Western Gulls, creating a “swarm” of hybrids that is 
affectionately referred to as “Olympic Gull”. These hybrids 
are so common that they outnumber the “pure” gulls in 
much of the core of their range! Thus, although this bird may 
“look good” for a Glaucous-winged Gull, it would probably 
be impossible to confirm this without genetic evidence - and 
even then there is surely some degree of unknown variation. 
In any case, this individual phenotypically looks like a typical 
(pure) Glaucous-winged Gull so will probably be accepted 
as such even if eventual genetic evidence suggests hybridity 
with Western Gull - otherwise there will be a lot of upset 
birders, myself included!

My immediate recognition of the bird hinged on the very 
short primaries and dusky and disordered look to the mantle, 
scapular and covert feathers. Being a gull addict, I achieve 
great satisfaction and joy simply scanning through vast flocks 
of gulls looking for something odd. Having scanned through 
literally millions of Herring Gulls (7+ years of birding at 
Quidi Vidi lake in St. John’s helps) the pattern on the back 
of the Glaucous-winged Gull immediately stood out. Being 
familiar with the photos from Barrie certainly helped with the 
immediate recognition. The primaries did not extend beyond 
the tail giving a very stunted look to the wings. It flapped its 
wings a few times (while preening) allowing good views of 
the light brown area to the tips of the primaries with paler 

Alvan Buckley at St Anthony, 
Newfoundland and Labrador. 

February 2017 - selfie.

Glaucous-winged Gull (with Herring Gull behind) at 
Scarfe Ave, Brantford - 14 January 2022 - photo Sarah 

Lamond. Note the short primaries and lack of pattern in 
the body feathers. The object in the bird’s beak is a small 
stick. Gulls often pick up objects in the water and more 

or less play with them when loafing.
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inner portions of each individual primary. The coverts were a 
very disorganized mix of browns and grays making them very 
difficult to describe. There were some more typical grey tones 
to the mantle and scapular area but still some brown mixed 
in. Unlike many other immature large gulls, there was no way 
to describe the pattern of the individual scapular feathers due 
to the lack of any clear pattern. The bill appeared to be mostly 
black but seemed to have faint tones of pink towards the 
base. The head overall was pretty bulky in comparison to the 
nearby Herring Gulls. The head size with the stubby primaries 
gave a very front-heavy look. Lighting became poor quickly 
as darkness settled during my observation so the details I 
described were limited by this factor. This gull was aged as a 
second winter (3rd calendar year).

I did manage some distant, digiscoped, photos of the gull 
during my observation and sent out an alert to the birding 
community via the Discord App. Jon Pleizier was fortunate to 
make it out in time before the gull moved further away and it 

became too dark to follow. The following day, Sarah Lamond 
- knowing that most of the Hamilton Harbour gulls travel 
daily back and forth to the Brantford landfill to feed - was out 
looking specifically for this gull in Brantford. At around 11:40 
a.m., she found it loafing with other gulls on the Grand River at 
Scarfe Avenue. It was seen frequently at this location over the 
next several days by at least 63 observers. It was last observed 
here, and in the Hamilton area, on the 14th of January. It is 
worth noting that on the 6th of January at Mohawk Lake in 
Brantford, Tim Lucas had a brief look at a gull that he thought 
may have been a second-winter Glaucous-winged Gull. This 
indeed was likely the same bird! 

Amazingly, the same bird was relocated 500 kilometers to the 
southeast on February 12th at Green Lane Park, PA and later 
at Nockamixon State Park, PA from 20-26 February, 50 km N 
of Philadelphia.

https://ebird.org/checklist/S100249078

Trip to Niagara Area Brings Bird-spotting Total to 301
A kind invitation by Chauncey Wood and Bob 
Curry, both of Hamilton, to join the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club’s field trip to the Niagara Gorge 
last Sunday (18 November 1973) resulted in 
“going over the top” in my quest for 300 Ontario 
birds this year.

The field trip, headed by Curry, began at 8 
a.m. in Hamilton, and by way of Hamilton Bay 
proceeded to Queenston – the first viewing 
point for gulls and waterfowl. On the way some 
excellent sightings were recorded, such as a ‘tame’ White-
rumped Sandpiper at Hamilton, Pectoral Sandpipers and 
Greater Yellowlegs at a pond near St Catharines, and a pair of 
Mockingbirds on the road to Queenston.

An interesting sidelight of the “mockers’ is that it is estimated 
that at least 40 – 50 pairs of these southern birds are now resident 
in the southern part of the Niagara Peninsula. The abundance of 
Multiflora Rose hedges is credited with part of this result as the 
mockingbirds feed and live in these bushes. 

The Iceland Gull reported at the Sir Adam Beck station was not 
seen, so we moved to the “Falls” and walked down the “Maid 
of the Mist” road as close to the falls as possible. After a lot of 
looking and a lot of wet mist that fell on us, our binoculars and 
our telescopes, Bob Curry spotted a Thayer’s Gull through the 
haze. After much looking, those of us left, located the gull, my 
299th spotting.

It is extremely hard to identify, and without Bob I would have 
been unable to do so. This gull, which nests on our Arctic 
islands was for years regarded as a subspecies, because of its 

close resemblance to a Herring Gull. However, it has 
a slightly darker mantle, its eye is dark rather than 
a light yellow, the outer upper primaries with black 
markings are much less black – with more white – 
and the under primaries are light rather than dark, 
as they are above (Some of the dark appears to show 
through). The gull passed us many times at eye level 
at about 100 feet. It also appears a little smaller than 
the Herring Gulls with which it was flying.

Above the falls we heard that the Iceland Gull was 
seen at the Beck station. Arriving back there, we quickly picked 
out the first year bird which is slightly smaller than a Herring 
Gull and has a brownish head and tail, but the outspread longer 
wings look almost pinky-beige from above; and the bird on the 
water showed the folded long wings protruding beyond the tail. 
The bill is dark (see Godfrey’s Birds of Canada). The Iceland 
Gull in Canada breeds on southern Baffin Island and extreme 
northwestern Quebec. This was number 300, in the rain, above 
the Niagara River, a goal which many times seemed unattainable.

We the drove to Rockhouse Point, near Dunnville where I saw 
number 301 – two Purple Sandpipers – on the flat rock shelves of 
the point. The winter plumage of these cold-weather sandpipers 
reflects a purple sheen in sunlight. This undoubtedly resulted in 
their present name in the days when they were only seen in their 
“winter coat” and today they are seen rarely in summer plumage 
as they nest mostly on Baffin Island and in northern Hudson 
Bay. So all three sightings were of birds from our far north.
Reprinted from the London Free Press – 22 November 1973.
See “The Throwback” on following page for context.
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The Throwback | November 1973

Celebrating Tom Hayman’s 300th bird for the year. L to R - Sarah Wood, Chauncey Wood, Bob Curry, Tom Hayman and George Bryant - 
unknown photographer. See story below and article on page 177.

Almost Fifty Years Ago
by Bob Curry
WHEN: November 18, 1973
WHERE:  Adam Beck Overlook, Niagara River
THE OCCASION: Tom Hayman sees his 1973 Ontario species #300. To see 300  in a year was much more 
of a challenge than today. In that year my good friend Tom Hayman of London set that number as his target. I 
enjoyed helping him achieve the goal.  In the attached article from the 22 November 1973 edition of The London 
Free Press (see page 177) Tom, in his weekly column, World Outdoors, deftly outlines the day he got #300.
I led a Hamilton Naturalists’ Club outing to Niagara. Chauncey Wood was President of the HNC and 
Sarah Wood ran the Conservation Committee. It looked as though Tom might attain his goal so old 
friend and long-time HNC member George Bryant came over from Toronto to share in the fun.
And fun it was even in the pouring rain as the photo of us at the Adam Beck overlook depicts. Tom in 
his inimitable style popped open a bottle of Brut to celebrate reaching the top.  Killjoys will point out 
that Thayer’s Gull is no longer considered a separate species. That’s fine as Purple Sandpiper is a 
wonderful number 300.
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2022 Birds on the Niagara (BON) Festival
by DEENA ERRAMPALLI

BIRDS ON THE NIAGARA is an international (Canada and 
the USA) winter celebration of the birds that call the Niagara 
River Corridor home. The fourth annual Birds on the Niagara 
event took place from Thursday February 10 to Sunday 
February 13, with a combination of virtual talks on zoom and 
in-person workshops which celebrated the wide variety of 
winter birds that call the Niagara River corridor home.

The Niagara River corridor was the first globally significant 
Important Bird Areas (IBA) to be jointly identified by 
cooperating organizations in Canada and the United States.

Many northern birds, including ducks and geese, gulls and 
terns, and other visitors from the North, find food and shelter 
here, in the open waters connecting Lake Erie and Lake Ontario.

I attended the Birds on the Niagara (BON) Festival’s in-
person Photography Workshop with Larry Mathewson from 
Niagara Falls Camera Club on Friday, February 11th, 2022, 
from 9:30 – 11:00 am. The workshop covered basic camera 
settings as it pertains to birding and capturing images of them 
in various scenarios as the group walked through the small 
Dufferin Islands pathways in Niagara Falls. Both beginners 
and advanced bird photographers joined the workshop. The 
group met at the Dufferin Islands area. It was a cold day with 
temperatures of -10oC. We walked through pathways covered 
with several inches of snow. The participants learned a lot 
about the bird photography, shutter speed, ISO, and aperture 
(F setting) in manual mode, first at a 1.5 hour zoom workshop 

the day before, and at a follow-up 
two hour in-person workshop on 
Friday.

The next day, Saturday, I attended 
two, in-person workshops, 
Nelson’s Park at Niagara-on-the-
Lake from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.; and 
the Upper Niagara Falls from 1:00 
to 2:30 p.m. with guides, Marcie 
Jacklin and Lynne Freeman, both 
very active birders. These hikes 
took place in the Niagara Region of Ontario. There were 15 
participants, forming a caravan on the Niagara Parkway along 
the Niagara River. We stopped at a few locations and watched 
many ducks, waterfowl, and some passerines.

During the weekend, we saw a total of 39 species of passerine, 
and waterfowl including Tundra Swans, Buffleheads, Redheads, 
American Wigeon, a raft of 2,200 Canvasbacks, and eight 
species of gulls, including 1,000 Bonaparte’s Gulls, 100 Herring 
Gulls, 600 Ring-billed Gulls and Great Black-backed Gulls (the 
largest gull) along the corridor. A couple of highlights were the 
Little Gull (smallest of all gulls), Iceland Gull and Glaucous 
Gull - three Lifers for me, and it was incredible to watch a 
nesting Bald Eagle high up on a tree.

Deena Errampalli.

Canvasbacks on the Niagara River at Fort Erie - 22 February 2022 - photo Deena Errampalli.



HNC’S NATURE SANCTUARIES NEED YOUR HELP!
Over the last 60 years HNC has permanently protected over 500 acres of natural lands in 10 nature 

sanctuaries. The nature sanctuaries provide a range of habitats, countless common and numerous rare 
species. 

We know a lot about the nature sanctuaries but also have a lot of gaps in knowledge. For example, we 
know about the Eastern Flowering Dogwood and American Columbo at the Sheelah Dunn Dooley Nature 
Sanctuary, but we don’t yet know about the breeding birds. At the Spooky Hollow and Short Hills Nature 

Sanctuaries general inventories were done in the early 1980s and need to be updated. 

You can help by recording what you see when you visit the nature sanctuaries using iNaturalist. This is a 
perfect reason to visit the nature sanctuaries.  

The Bioblitzes can be done individually or as a group. If you would like to go individually, please contact Jen 
Baker for maps and directions to the nature sanctuaries.

The group Bioblitzes (dates listed below) will help citizen scientists who may be unfamiliar with the nature 
sanctuaries, and/or with recording their sightings with iNaturalist. We anticipate a number of people new to 
learning about nature also being interested in the group events. iNaturalist is a good tool to allow everyone 

to participate as citizen scientists. We are seeking people to help guide the nature outings, please 
contact Jen Baker if interested.

For those unfamiliar with iNaturalist, a virtual webinar will be held on Tuesday, April 5, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
please register with Jen Baker at land@hamiltonnature.org. 

Group Bioblitzes 
Anita Dutka-Buchin Saturday, May 7 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Sheelah Dunn Dooley Wednesday, May 25 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Spooky Saturday, May 28 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Cartwright Wednesday, June 8 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Short Hills Saturday, June 18 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sheelah Dunn Dooley Monday, June 13 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, P.O. Box 89052, Hamilton, ON, L8S 4R5 • Publications Mail Contract No. 40048074


