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Hello!

First I hope you receive this by the first of May and can then plan to attend the 
Short Hills Sanctuary work party on 1 May (see following page). It is always a 
great day for the Club when we get a new person to help-out at our sanctuaries. 
As our properties are growing in number, it takes more work to manage them 
effectively. This is where you come in. It is very rewarding work and not in the 
least difficult. I’m sure many of the current Sanctuary Committee members just 
showed up on a whim on their first outing and then became fulfilled devotees. 
If you cannot attend this outing there will be more to come. Get involved! It is 
your Club and your sanctuaries!

So it is finally May and we are soon to experience a profusion of Spring 
wildflowers and many neotropical avian migrants in our natural areas, parks 
and backyards. This is the moment that many people so look forward to. It is all 
so ephemeral. Take it in! Put off those chores to another day and get out there.   
Make a plan to visit one of our sanctuaries that you have never visited. They are 
all “open for business” to coin a phrase I heard from someone.

This issue has many varied articles that I am sure you will enjoy reading. I urge 
all of you to get involved with the Club’s BioBlitz plans this Spring and Summer. 
We need your help to make this a success. Details are on the back page. 

I am hoping this is my last issue as Editor of the Wood Duck. I have been the 
Editor now for seven volumes which is a long time. I do enjoy putting the Wood  
Duck together and showcasing all of the excellent “things’ that our Club does. I 
have the time and it is rewarding. But having said that, I think the Club would 
benefit from a new Editor. I think renewal is necessary. I will certainly continue  
to be the Editor until someone steps up to take over. I do plan on putting together 
another ‘on-line only’ Wood Duck “In the Summer” in July so please send any 
articles and photos that you have for that issue.

I hope all of you have a great summer of exploration in the natural world wherever 
you go. It is a balm for the soul in these troubling times. I highly recommend this 
therapy as are an increasing number of psychologists and psychiatrists. It works, 
and it has minimal side effects and is essentially free.

From the Editor

Bill Lamond
Editor
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Next HNC Monthly Meeting

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
News and Updates

The HNC is planning to have the May General Meeting 
in-person on 9 May at the RBG headquarters building on 
Plains Rd, Burlington. This is tentative as of press time, as 
if Covid numbers explode in the interim, we will cancel 
the meeting. If it goes ahead in person, masks would still 
have to be worn on the premises based on RBG policy. 
The HNC executive agrees with this policy as well. Stay 
tuned.

9 May, 2022, 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: Lesia Mokrycke 
Topic: Hamilton’s Oldest Trees

Lesia’s project is to list the old growth trees in Hamilton 
and is funded by the Canada Council for the Arts. The 
tree list is just the ignition point for a project that blends 
science, social connections and art. 

Lesia Mokrycke is a landscape architect and environmental 
artist from Hamilton. Three days a week she works for 
OMC Landscape Architecture. The other two days a 
week she walks the streets of Hamilton documenting the 
oldest trees in the city. They have to be at least 150 years 
old to make the list. She studies front-yard trees, and is 
invited into backyards for viewing, often spontaneously. 
Many people take her to their favourite big trees in the 
neighbourhood. That’s how she met the big Bur Oak on 
Mountview Avenue.

.

Next BSG Webinar Meeting
16 May at 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: TBA
Topic: TBA 

Short Hills Work Party – Sunday, 1 May, 2022
Come enjoy the old growth forest and Spring wildflowers 
of our Short Hills Nature Sanctuary. Meet at Battlefield 
Square Plaza (Value Village) on Hwy 8 (Queenston Road) 
in Stoney Creek at 9:00 a.m. to carpool. Or meet at the 
Sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. This is our annual spring clean-up 
and work party. Bring a lunch. Moderate to heavy activity 
which includes Garlic Mustard pulling, garbage and trail 
cleanup.
There is no rain date for this work party. If the weather is 
damp, we will be there. If it rains steadily, and is wet and 
cold, we will not! Contact Warren Beacham at 905-627-
3343 for more details.

 

The Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hamilton Area now 
on website

Thanks to the generosity of Patrick Moldowan who scanned 
the entire publication, The Reptiles and Amphibians of the 
Hamilton Area is now available as a pdf for viewing on our 
website, hamiltonnature.org.
Many thanks Patrick!

Letters to the editor are always welcomed and will be 
duly published. If you have something to say, positive or 
negative, send it in. We want your feedback on the journal 
or any other aspect of the HNC and its activities.
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On the Cover: Willet 
(Tringa semipalmata)

Family: Scolopacidae 

Identification: A large, rather drab shorebird until it 
spreads it wings and exhibits its ‘flashy’ side. It has a long, 
sturdy, straight bill, and is unlikely to be confused with 
any other species, at least at close range. The call, when 
given, is diagnostic as well.

Range: The species has two distinct populations 
(subspecies) that may in fact be distinct species. There is 
a coastal eastern North American population/subspecies 
and a prairie/Great Plains population/subspecies. In 
Hamilton we only have records of the prairie subspecies.

The Photo: This bird was found at Burlington Beach on 2 
April, the earliest record ever for Ontario. The cover photo 
was by Phil Mozel on 6 April and the photo opposite was 
by Ezra Campanelli on 5 April.

Species of the Month: Eastern Newt 
(Notophthalmus viridescens) 
Family: Salamandridae 

Identification: One of the few salamander species in 
our area, this species is the most aquatic, save for the 
completely aquatic Mudpuppy. The adults are easily 
recognized by their broad tails, olive-green colour and 
red-filled black rings on their backs. The immature 
land-dwelling form, known as the Red Eft, is bright  
red-orange in colour and is also unmistakable.  

Habitat: Found in permanent water bodies whether 
swamps, marshes or ponds. The immature Red Efts 
can be found under logs on the forest floor and can 
occasionally be seen afoot by day in wet weather. 

Range: The Eastern Newt is the subspecies of the Red-
spotted Newt that occurs in southern Ontario. The 
species as a whole occurs from Rainy River in the NW 
to the Gaspe and S to the Gulf Coast.

The Photo: This photo of an adult Eastern Newt on a 
frozen pond in the Dundas Valley, was taken by Sarah 
Lamond on 19 March 2022.
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Gray Catbird 
at Joe 

Sam’s Park, 
Waterdown - 3 

August 2021 
- photo Tom 

Thomas.

Purple Finch 
at Courtcliffe 

Park - 19 
October 2021 
- photo Tom 

Thomas.
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1st Flamborough Christmas Bird Count (2021)
by ROB PORTER

THE INAUGURAL Flamborough Christmas Bird 
Count (CBC) was held on 30 December 2021. This Count 
encompasses an area bounded on the west by Valens C. 
A. in the south by the community of Millgrove, in the 
north by the community of Haltonville, and in the east by 
Mount Nemo C.A. The Count circle contains numerous 
conservation areas and other protected lands and is mostly 
rural.

This year is also the first CBC season in which eBird has had 
the “Trip Reports” feature which this report will use. You 
can review all the data of this count, including photos and 
audio recordings online at the following link: https://ebird.
org/tripreport/26539.

The day had a brief bit of sunlight in the morning but was 
mostly overcast, with a high of 2°C and very light winds 
starting from the west in the morning and shifting to the east 
by the evening. No precipitation was reported on the day.

Forty-five birders spent a collective 122.1 hours covering 
a distance of 653 kilometres by car and foot, seeking out 
all bird species they could find and count. With this being 
the first year, every counter was “new” to their zone in the 
context of a CBC, making each of the 63 species observed 
a count “first”.

This of course means this report contains no comparisons 
to any previous years, but will instead comment on what 
we’ve learned about our new circle.

Starting with rarities, a female-type Common Yellowthroat 
found at Valens C.A. was our first and only warbler so far 
in this Count.

A lone Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was observed in the Cedar 

Springs zone. Four Hermit Thrushes 
were found, three of which were 
also at Valens C.A. and the other 
at Yarekmo-Ridley Park along the 
Bruce Trail.

The following accounts detail 
species that had higher counts than 
one might predict by looking at 
other local counts. The selection is 
admittedly subjective, since there’s no 
previous statistics specific to the area 
to rely upon except eBird.

The most surprising species with notably high numbers 
is the staggering 53 Common Ravens reported. Nearly 
every zone had ravens, including an early morning flock 
on the west side of the circle with 18 individuals counted, 
heading in a direction out of the circle at the time. With 
so many reports on a species that can cover large distances 
it’s impossible to know if there is overlap, but it is equally 
conceivable even more were present that were not noticed.

While most know the Common Raven has become a 
frequent find on any birding checklist in Flamborough in 
recent years, this Count has finally quantified how bountiful 
they truly are in the area.

The Eastern Bluebird has a very solid foothold as a wintering 
species in the area with 76 individuals counted. This species 
was found in roughly half the zones, with the highest count 
in the Beverly Swamp with 21 found. Time will tell if this is 
due to a slowed migration southward or something we will 
expect to see every winter.

Additionally, eight more species were found within the 
“Count Week” period between December 27 and January 2 
that were not observed on Count Day.

Of those Count Week species, the following are notable 
for having been missed during Count Day: Snow Bunting, 
Horned Lark, and Great Blue Heron.

Thanks to all of the participants for putting in such a strong 
effort in this first count!

And, a special thanks to the new Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
Bird Surveys Committee for assisting in the administration 
of this count - Jessica Banas, Cody Bassindale, Christa 
Jackson, Rowan Keunen, Chris Motherwell, Rob Porter, 
and Liam Thorne.

Pine Siskin at Valens C.A. - 28 December 2021 - photo Liam 
Thorne.

Rob Porter - 
Flamborough 

Christmas 
Bird Count 

Coordinator.
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Results:
Species
Count Day: 63
Count Week: 8
Total Countable: 71

Effort
Counters: 45
Count Week Contributors: 4 (additional)
Walked Distance: 138.6 km
Walked Time: 77.15 hours
Driven Distance: 505.6 km
Driven Time: 38.7h
Owling Distance: 8.8km (walked)
Owling Time: 5.3 hours
Feeder Time: 1 hour

Count Day Totals:
Canada Goose 2,160;  Mute Swan 1;  Trumpeter Swan 29; 
Mallard 132;  American Black Duck 5;  Ring-necked Duck 1;  
Bufflehead 2;  Hooded Merganser 18;  Common Merganser 92;  
Wild Turkey 29;  Ruffed Grouse 3;  Rock Pigeon 304; Mourning 
Dove 595;  Ring-billed Gull 54;  Herring Gull 11; Northern 
Harrier 1;  Sharp-shinned Hawk 2;  Cooper’s Hawk 8;  Bald 
Eagle 3;  Red-shouldered Hawk 1;  Red-tailed Hawk 44;  Rough-
legged Hawk 1;  Eastern Screech Owl 10;  Great Horned Owl 
3;  Belted Kingfisher 2;  Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1;  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker 79;  Downy Woodpecker 121; Hairy Woodpecker 
65; Pileated Woodpecker 23; Northern Flicker 9; Northern 
Shrike 9;  Blue Jay 363;  American Crow 704;  Common Raven 53;  
Black-capped Chickadee 895; Golden-crowned Kinglet 31; Red-
breasted Nuthatch 57; White-breasted Nuthatch 115;  Brown 
Creeper 13;  Winter Wren 9;  Carolina Wren 7;  European Starling 
1,530;  Eastern Bluebird 76;  Hermit Thrush 4;  American Robin 

261;  Cedar Waxwing 26;  House Sparrow 96;  House 
Finch 21;  Purple Finch 74;  Common Redpoll 22;  Pine 
Siskin 259;  American Goldfinch 789;  American Tree 
Sparrow 225;  Dark-eyed Junco 533;  White-crowned 
Sparrow 1;  White-throated Sparrow 27;  Song Sparrow 
6;  Swamp Sparrow 11;  Red-winged Blackbird 2;  Brown-
headed Cowbird 8;  Common Yellowthroat 1;  Northern 
Cardinal 172.

Count Week Birds:
Cackling Goose, American Wigeon, Greater Scaup, 
Common Goldeneye, Great Blue Heron, Merlin, Horned 
Lark and Snow Bunting, all at Valens C.A.

Participants:
Dave Archbell, Jessica Banas, S Batchelor, Ross Beatson, 
Jerry Bloom, Marcus Buck, Mike Cadman, Simon Carter, 
Cindy Cartwright, Jerry Chapple, Nina Chapple, Kevin 
Empey, Karla Everard, Julia Hitchcock, Meryl Hodnett, 
Carey Hope, Christa Jackson, Aaron Keating, Rowan 
Keunen, Nate Klassen, William Konze, William Lamond, 
Mike Lepage, Dan MacNeal, Desmond MacNeal, 
Catherine Manschot, Lou Marsh, Lesley McDonell, 
Sheldon McGregor, Matthew Mills, Paul Mitro, David 
Moffatt, Frank Morley, Chris Motherwell, Dilia Narduzzi, 
Kelly-Sue O’Connor, Rob Porter, Luke Raso, Sarah Richer, 
Christine Roarke, Peter Scholtens, Caleb Scholtens, Peter 
Sproule, Bob Stamp, Terry Tait, Liam Thorne, Serian 
Tourangeau, Patricia Bishop Turner, Alan Watson.

Hermit Thrush at Valens C.A. - 8 January 2022. One of three there all 
winter - photo Rob Palin.

Red-breasted Nuthatch at Beverly Swamp - 30 December 2021 - 
photo Marcus Buck.
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FROM MY NOTEBOOK

And Then There Were …… Lots
by BOB CURRY

SOME BIRD SPECIES are so common today that we may 
forget they were once great rarities in Hamilton. I’ve been 
mining my notes for a few such species. Three of the most 
interesting are Double-crested Cormorant, Sandhill Crane 
and House Finch.

A few Double-crested Cormorants have been seen in 
Hamilton since records have been kept. George North saw 
small numbers in spring and fall passage from 1929 on. On 
April 28, 1957 I was a 16-year-old thrilled to be out for a day’s 
birding with two Hamilton greats, Robert (Bert) MacLaren 
and George North. I vividly remember leaning George’s brass 
telescope against a tree at Lake Avenue. In the circle image 
was a raft of 17 cormorants resting on the waves, a pause on 
their flight to the Prairies or NW Ontario. Near them was my 
lifer Red-throated Loon. One can imagine a young person 
today not seeing her first Red-throated Loon until well into 
her third full year of birding. But Double-crested Cormorant!

If you search the Noteworthy Bird 
Records you will find one Sandhill 
Crane in 1962 at Lorne Park and 
another in 1967 at Vineland. 
Beginning in 1975 small numbers 
were seen annually until today 
birders excitedly report flocks of 
crowing cranes in spring and fall 
migration. Cranes even nest within the HSA. In 1973 George 
Bryant and I had been birding for 20 years; we were keenly 
interested in seeing new Ontario birds. Learning of one crane 
among the geese and swans at Mitchell’s Bay on Lake St. Clair 
we drove three hours. After a bit of searching – we were alone, 
a far cry from a rare bird twitch in 2022 – we were delighted 
to see such a rare bird.

Most mornings these days I can listen to the delightful 
carolling of House Finches as I dare say can most readers of 
this account. Living among us it is a wonderful addition to 
our avifauna. House Finches spread from released birds in the 
early 1940s on Long Island, New York. The first birds reached 
Ontario in 1972. 

My records indicate that we drove to Rose Hill just west of 
Fort Erie to Harold and Rachel Axtell’s garden. They had an 
elaborate feeder set-up and had attracted a single House Finch 
a few days previous. It was one of those birds that we knew 
would eventually become more common but we wanted to 
see it. 

Other formerly rare species have become much more 
common today but these three have increased dramatically 
over my lifetime.

Nesting Double-crested Cormorants at Tollgate Pond, Hamilton - 8 
April 2018 - photo Bob Curry.

Bob Curry at Detour 
Lake Rd bog, Cochrane 
District, 11 July 2018.

Sandhill Crane on nest at West Dumfries Rd, Brant - 11 April 
2020 - photo Bob Curry.

House Finch at Lampman Park, Burlington, 5 March 2021 - 
photo Bob Curry.
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Stormwater Ponds Project and iNaturalist in the HSA
by CHRIS MOTHERWELL

AS YOU MAY KNOW, iNaturalist, is a database for 
submitting your species observations and having them 
authenticated. iNaturalist also allows Projects to be set up 
as subsets of existing observations that focus on an area, a 
species or a group of species.

For the Hamilton Study Area (HSA), there are several existing 
Projects that automatically add your observations. Examples 
are Biodiversity of the Hamilton Study Area, Reptiles and 
Amphibians of the Hamilton Study Area, Mussels of the 
Hamilton Study Area (HSA), Crayfishes of the Hamilton 
Study Area (HSA), Introduced Species in HSA and Hamilton 
Bioacoustics Research Project.

To access any Project, 
login to iNaturalist, point 
to Community in the top 
menu bar and click on 
Projects. Here, you can 
search for a Project - the 
above were found by 
entering Hamilton Study 
Area. You will see totals 
for Observations, Species, 
Identifiers and Observers, 
along with photos and/or 
audio for each observation 
for each Project.

The Stormwater Pond 
Project 2021

In early 2021, the HNC 
Board was contacted by Phil Mozel with an idea to keep 
track of the birds and other creatures around the Pinery 
Stormwater Pond in Oakville. He was adding his sightings to 
eBird though not iNaturalist.

In April 2021, the dredging for the Delsey Wetlands SWP in 
Dundas alerted people to the risk to creatures like turtles and 
other species of being dug up from the bottom of the pond.

As a response to these events, I have set up several Projects in 
iNaturalist for Stormwater Ponds (SWP) locations I knew of. 
I also researched SWPs and contacted the City of Hamilton 
to learn more about their approach to Stormwater Pond 
management. In Hamilton area alone, there are 130 SWP 
sites, and more in other cities that are in the Hamilton Study 
Area. Since SWPs are man-made, they are not considered 
natural areas by the City and are under their Sewage Works 
Department (the natural world does not pay any attention 

to these rules and all kinds of species 
colonize these areas and make 
them their home). As such, the 
City is not required to conduct an 
Environmental Assessment when 
maintenance is required.

However, the City’s process when 
dredging is needed, (which is in the 
range of every 10 - 20 years, based 
on samples collected and compared 
to the original design stats), is to 
hire a dredging contractor, and they in turn contract an 
Environmental Assessment firm and/or a biologist to assess 
the number of Species at Risk (SAR), and other known species 
that can be relocated before the dredging begins.

For the purpose of determining Species at Risk (SAR) and 
other species in and around a particular pond, iNaturalist 
Projects allow for quick retrieval of anything found. To 
facilitate this retrieval, I have added HSA in their title, 
allowing access to all projects created so far.

The City does not have names for most of the ponds on their 
SWP list. Although many ponds are known by specific names, 
for clarity I have labelled some sites by street intersections, 
along with their city if they are not in the Hamilton area.  For 
example, Oak Park/Hardy, Brantford (HSA) is a new project 
name (names can be changed when the proper one becomes 
known).

Since setting up the first Project in May 2021, 17 more have 
been created to date. Included in the data are more than 800 
observations, 336 identified species, four SARs on seven sites, 
and 30 people contributing observations.

The difference 

Chris Motherwell.

Stormwater Ponds 
are designed to 

collect urban run-
off, especially after 

rainstorms. This run-off 
settles to the bottom of 
the pond, which means 
that water leaving the 
pond is cleaner than 
when it went in. The 
downside is periodic 

dredging to remove this 
toxic sediment, which 
disrupts the species 

living there.

One of the Rona SWP - Dundas St, E of Hwy 6.

 continued on page 203
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Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas-3 Region 15 (Hamilton) 
2021 Summary
by ROB DOBOS

THE THIRD ONTARIO BREEDING BIRD ATLAS 
(Atlas-3) is a five-year project (2021-2025) to map the 
distribution and relative abundance of all of Ontario’s breeding 
birds and to understand changes in those populations since 
the previous atlas projects (2001-2005 and 1981-1985).  It is an 
enormous project delivered by a partnership of government 
agencies and non-profit groups and conducted largely by 
volunteer birders across the province.

The province is divided into 47 regions, each with a regional 
coordinator to help organize and support the participation 
of local birders and to ensure complete coverage of squares 
in those regions is achieved. I am the regional coordinator 
for the Hamilton Region (Region 15). This region includes 
31 10-km2 squares covering most of the City of Hamilton, 
the southwest corner of the City of Burlington, the western-
most portion of Niagara Region, most of Haldimand County, 
and the eastern-most portion of Brant County. If possible, 
primary atlassers are assigned to each of these squares who 
agree to ensure adequate coverage, with goals of at least 20 
hours in the field during the peak breeding season (24 May 
-10 July in the south) and the conduct of 25 point counts 
and other special targeted surveys.  In addition, anyone can 
submit data to the Atlas from anywhere in the province, and 
all of Ontario’s birders are encouraged to do so.

The first year of the Atlas-3 field data collection in 2021 was 
modestly successful given the situation we all faced with the 
Covid-19 pandemic and its restrictions. Ahead of the year, I 
was able to identify primary atlassers for 30 of the 31 squares 
in Region 15. A number of these volunteers were able to 
spend considerable time atlassing in their assigned squares. 
However, not all of them were able to do so and for some no 
data were submitted last year.  There were also a number of very 
keen birders not assigned as primary atlassers who submitted 
large amounts of data from their birding outings from their 
favourite sites, as well as many birders who submitted casual 
data from any squares they were in, resulting in excellent 
coverage in a number of squares, mostly close to the urban 
areas near Lake Ontario, but at least some data from all of the 
31 squares.

Some of the species’ highlights from the first year include 
a few new species with breeding evidence for Region 15 
compared to the first two atlasses. Barred Owl was found with 
probable breeding evidence in one square and will hopefully 
be confirmed in subsequent years (I won’t mention locations 
for this and other sensitive species mentioned here for 

obvious reasons). Both Merlin 
and Common Raven were not 
recorded in previous atlasses in 
the region, but have expanded 
their respective ranges 
southward in the province 
in recent years, and so not 
surprisingly, were found in five 
and 10 squares, respectively.  
Another corvid, Fish Crow, has 
expanded its range into parts 
of southern Ontario in recent years, including the Golden 
Horseshoe area.  It was found with breeding evidence in three 
squares in the region at sites along Lake Ontario, including 
confirmed breeding in one. In terms of ‘Species at Risk’, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, which has declined dramatically 
locally in recent years, was found in four squares, which is 
encouraging.  Cerulean Warblers were recorded in two squares 
where they formerly occurred, and Louisiana Waterthrush 
was found in one square with up to five singing males found 
at traditional sites, so it was a good year for the latter species.  
A couple shorebird highlights included Wilson’s Phalaropes 
in two squares showing confirmed and probable breeding 
behaviours, as well as a female American Avocet present at 
a site with suitable habitat for a week. You may know that 
Region 15 hosted a breeding pair of Black-necked Stilts at a 
site during the last atlas under similar conditions, so breeding 
by avocets is certainly possible as well. Finally, the winter of 
2020-21 was a banner year for winter finches in southern 
Ontario. Both crossbill species were present in numbers in 
various locations with good cone crops in conifer stands, and 
birders were alerted to look out for breeding behaviours. We 
did have a sighting of a pair of White-winged Crossbills doing 
courtship feeding early in the year, which constitutes probable 
breeding. Also, Red Crossbills were recorded in suitable 
habitat into the summer months in one square so possible 
breeding. Additionally, Pine Siskins were also present into the 
summer months in one square exhibiting courtship displays, 
so probable breeding.

A total of 81 participants submitted 1,272 checklists to the 
Nature Counts Atlas database for Region 15, including 9,299 
records with breeding evidence for 144 bird species. This 
provided 932.6 hours of effort across the region, 525.9 hours 
of which were during the peak breeding season (note that for 
casual records submitted, no hours were typically recorded).  
The atlas target of at least 20 hours of effort during the peak 

Regional Coordinator for OBBA 
Region 15, Rob Dobos.
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season in each square in the south of the province was reached 
in seven of the 31 squares in Region 15.

Following are some stats for the squares with highest numbers 
for species, records and effort:
Number of species
17TNH88 -Ancaster  109
17TPH18 -Grimsby  98
17TNH89 -Dundas  96
17TNH99 -Hamilton Harbour 96
17TNH78 -Copetown  86
17TNH87 -Mount Hope  82

Number of records
17TNH87 -Mount Hope  1,535
17TPH18 -Grimsby  1,173
17TNH88 -Ancaster  1,169
17TPH07 -Woodburn  912
17TNH99 -Hamilton Harbour 691
17TNH78 -Copetown  619

Number of hours effort  (total) (peak season)
17TNH88 -Ancaster  156.3         55.3
17TNH87 -Mount Hope  130.6         116.6
17TNH99 -Hamilton Harbour 110.7         58.6
17TPH18 -Grimsby  103.3         54.9
17TNH89 -Dundas  87.4         63.5
17TPH16 -West Lincoln  38.6         24.2
17TNH78 -Copetown  35.0         33.9

Following are some stats for the participants who submitted 
the highest number of records, checklists, hours of effort, and 
number of species:

Number of records
Jason Miller  1,167
Deena Errampalli 841
Sheldon McGregor 813
Lyn Folkes  800
Faye Socholotiuk 760
Rob Dobos  485

Number of checklists
Jason Miller  138
Bev Hadler  109
Lyn Folkes  89
Deena Errampalli 72
Rob Dobos  66
Liam Thorne  66

Number of species
Rob Dobos  113
Sheldon McGregor 93
Ken Burrell  83

Jason Miller  81
Lyn Folkes  80
Simon Carter  75

Number of hours effort (total)      (peak season)
Liam Thorne  132.4   24.0
Lyn Folkes  85.9   65.7
Peter Thoem  66.4   44.9
Deena Errampalli 57.4   30.5
Jason Miller  50.1   13.5
Faye Socholotiuk 46.7   46.7
Sheldon McGregor 43.5   43.5
Dave Moffatt  33.2   29.3

Another goal of the Atlas3 is to complete at least 25 point counts 
in each square in the south (20 on-road and 5 off-road).  Of the 
31 squares in Region 15, some point counts were completed in 
15 of the squares, mostly by primary atlassers.  Following is a 
summary of the squares with the most point counts completed 
to date, also identifying the surveyor:

17TNH96 -York   27 Rick Ludkin
17TNH85 -Nelles Corners 21 Rob Porter
17TNH88 -Ancaster  21 Rob Dobos
17TPH07 -Woodburn  17 Jason Miller
17TNH95 -Cayuga  16 Rick Ludkin
17TNH99 -Hamilton Harbour 16 Peter Thoem
17TPH18 -Grimsby  16 Rob Waldhuber
17TPH15 -Dunnville  14 Sarah Richer

Also noteworthy is that Deena Errampalli completed six 
additional point counts in the Grimsby square using the mobile 
Zoom recording unit method. The data from these recordings 
will be analyzed over the following months. A couple other 
atlassers had expressed interest in using the Zoom units to 
complete point counts this year. This is a useful approach 
for those who may be less experienced with identifying bird 
vocalizations by ear (or for those with impaired hearing!).
A few special surveys were launched by the Atlas team in 
the first year, including standardized Eastern Screech-Owl, 
nightjar, marsh bird and Long-eared Owl surveys.  So far, there 
has been only a single survey of these completed in the first year, 
a nightjar survey done by Lyn Folkes in the Mount Hope square 
(she did find Common Nighthawks at one of her sites!). There 
will be a focus on completing more of these special surveys in 
this and subsequent years.

With the loosening of Covid restrictions this spring, it is hoped 
that 2022 will be a more normal year and that volunteers will 
be able to get out in the field in a big way.  Priorities for atlassers 
will be to achieve adequate coverage goals in as many squares 
as possible, elevate breeding evidence for species to confirmed, 
and completion of point counts and the special surveys.

While many local birders have registered for the atlas and 
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contributed data, many more active birders have not yet 
done so. There are lots of ways for anyone to participate 
in the project regardless of your skill level, and I would 
encourage everyone to do so.  In particular, since fewer 
birders live in the central and northern areas of the province, 
volunteers are especially needed to help with coverage in 
those areas.  Many southern birders have cottages farther 
north or may be interested in vacation trips in those areas, 

so are encouraged to submit data while visiting those areas. 
The Atlas organizers are also planning special events in 
the north, such as “square bashes” in provincial parks and 
wilderness canoe/camping trips to cover these areas. For 
more information on these events or any aspect of the atlas 
project visit the Atlas-3 website at: www.birdsontario.org. If 
interested in participating in Region 15, do not hesitate to 
contact me at hamilton@birdsontario.org.

When Watershed Stewards Retire
by CAROLYN ZANCHETTA

THE TAP LINES ARE SET in the sugar bush. It’s a clear 
blue day in late winter and you can almost feel the sap 
running through the trees with the promise of spring. The 
creek is high with melted snow as it meanders through the 
forest, while birds flit through the hemlock grove.

Inside, Watershed Stewardship Award recipients Alba 
DiCenso and Brian Hutchison are preparing to move. After 
16 years of dedicating their time and resources to restoring 
and caring for this property, it’s time to downsize. They hope 
the next owner will fall in love with the sanctuary they have 
fostered and continue stewarding the land for nature while 
making it their own.

The custom-built house at 422 Mountsberg Road is 
surrounded by 16 acres of nature in Flamborough, feeling 
far away from urban life while still being near Highway 6 and 
the 401. The lush forest today bears reminders that much 
of this area would have been logged or farmed in the near 
past. This parcel is part of the provincially significant Lower 
Mountsberg Creek Swamp complex and provides important 

habitat and connections for 
wildlife.

When they bought the property 
in 2005, Alba and Brian wanted 
to find refuge in nature. After 
impressive careers and the busy 
day-to-day life at McMaster 
University, they knew they 
wanted to approach retirement 
with an appreciation for the 
slower things.

With backgrounds in health sciences, both were able to 
recognize the benefits of spending time in fresh air. “I’ve 
always loved to be immersed in nature” says Brian “so 
looking after a place like this fits with that. I felt a sense of 
responsibility and a great challenge to make it as hospitable 
for natural fauna and flora.”

They have maintained pathways and built footbridges 
winding throughout the property: hiking up through the 
sugar bush to 

Carolyn Zanchetta.
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Alba DiCenso and Brian Hutchison on their property - photo 
Carolyn Zanchetta.

Hooded Merganser female using one of the many bird boxes on the 
property - photo Alba Dicenso.
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“Caught in the SNOWstorm” with Scott Weidensaul
by MICHAEL ROWLANDS

DELAYED BY VALENTINE’S DAY and Family Day, 
which both occurred on Mondays, our February Zoom 
webinar didn’t happen until the last day of the month. 
BSG Director Jackson Hudecki opened the meeting with 
some comments relevant to Black History Month and 
mentioned some of the initiatives to make the birding 
world more inclusive such as Kaleidoscope Canada 
(https://www.kaleidoscopenature.ca/) and the sobering 
article about doing breeding bird surveys as a Black man 
by Drew Lanham at https://lithub.com/birding-while-
black/.

The end of February marked the last day of winter listing 
and the eve of the start-up of the Niagara Peninsula 
Hawkwatch, which has not been fully operational 
since the COVID-19 lockdowns began nearly two 
years ago. There were lots of interesting birds reported 
in the Hamilton Study Area including: a Tufted Duck 
x Lesser Scaup hybrid, a Fish Crow that sounded like 
an American Crow, Pine Grosbeak, Boreal Owl, Red-
shouldered Hawk, Tufted Titmouse, Common Redpoll, 
and a continuing Harris’s Sparrow.

Peter Thoem, whose idea it was to invite our guest 
speaker, said there were three reasons for doing so: 
Snowy Owls [SNOW is their four-letter bird banding 
code] are magnificent creatures, Project SNOWstorm is 
a great story, and Scott Weidensaul is a great storyteller!
Scott is the author of more than two dozen books on 
natural history, including the Pulitzer Prize finalist 
“Living on the Wind” and his latest, the New York Times 
bestseller “A World on the Wing.” He is a contributing 
editor for Audubon, a columnist for Bird Watcher’s 
Digest, and a writer for a variety of other publications, 
including Living Bird. He is a Fellow of the American 
Ornithological Society and an active field researcher, 
studying Northern Saw-whet Owl migration for more 
than two decades, winter hummingbirds, and bird 
migration in Alaska. His presentation for us concerned 
his latest endeavour: monitoring the winter movements 
of Snowy Owls through Project SNOWstorm, which he 
co-founded.

The winter of 2013-14 saw the largest invasion of Snowy 
Owls into southern Ontario and the eastern United States 

in perhaps a century. Scott 
clarified that it was a myth that 
the owls were driven south that 
winter by a lack of food in their 
Arctic breeding grounds. In 
fact, it was just the opposite! 
In the summer of 2013, the 
lemming population in the far 
north had reached a 50-year 
high. There was so much food 
available that there were 5-9 chicks raised in every nest, 
so record numbers of juveniles flew south for the winter.

This event got the attention of several US researchers, 
in particular Dave Brinker, a regional ecologist in the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources’ Natural 
Heritage Program; Norman Smith, of Massachusetts 
Audubon, who had begun studying Snowy Owls at 
Logan Airport in Boston in 1981 and was the first one 
to put transmitters on wintering Snowy Owls; and 
Mike Lanzone, founder and CEO of Cellular Tracking 
Technologies and a leading Golden Eagle researcher. 
Dave suggested to Scott, who was writing his Peterson 
Reference Guide to Owls of North America and the 
Caribbean at the time, that the huge Snowy irruption was 
an unprecedented opportunity to learn more about these 
mysterious Arctic hunters. So, they wrote up a research 
proposal to trap and track them that was given almost 
instant approval (20 minutes!) by the U.S. Bird Banding 
Laboratory because they were actually looking for 
someone to do this very thing. Scott and Dave became 
co-founders of Project SNOWstorm, which now has a 
team of about 40 volunteer core members. They have 
been pursuing four major activities.

First, they have trapped and tagged 106 owls to date 
in 17 jurisdictions (including Ontario, Quebec, and 
Nunavut in Canada) to determine their movements in 
winter. The owls are lured into spring-loaded bow nets 
using tethered pigeons or caged lure animals. They 
are then leg-banded, sampled, and measured as in 
standard banding operations and then each is equipped 
with a special solar-powered GPS/GSM transmitter 
(valued at about $1,000) designed by Cellular Tracking 
Technologies. The 40-gram transmitter, no more than 

Bird Study Group Meeting Summary – 28 February 2022

Scott and Tagged Snowy 
Owl - photo from Project 

SNOWstorm website
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3% of the owl’s body weight, is the size of a matchbox 
and is very carefully attached using a tough, non-
abrasive, polyethylene fibre to the centre of gravity 
on the owl’s back so it projects above the owl’s deep 
plumage. The transmitter sends signals every six 
seconds to Global Positioning System satellites that 
collect altitude, latitude, longitude, and flight speed 
data. It also connects to the Global System for Mobiles 
weekly (when available) to send text messages that 

contain all the data.

Second, they have 
collected blood, 
feather, and DNA 
samples from each 
tagged owl for 
isotopic, genetic, and 
toxicology analysis. 
One study found the 
presence of blood 
parasites previously 
unknown in Snowy 
Owls.

Third, a network of 
veterinarians and 

animal pathologists 
has necropsied 350 

dead Snowy Owls to date to determine not only cause 
of death but also overall health status, presence of 
diseases, and contaminant levels. Most are perfectly 
healthy when they arrive in their southern wintering 
grounds, but some are hit by planes or jet blasts 
at airports or by vehicles near roadways, killed 
during big storms, poisoned by rodenticides, or 
burnt by methane flares when roosting on vents 
at landfills. Bioaccumulation of methylmercury 
in some prey species like mergansers, loons, and 
grebes is suspected as causing cognitive impairment 
in Snowy Owls that may cause bad travel decisions 
and deadly collisions. Studies are being done to 
compare contaminant loads of Snowies that winter 
near freshwater with those that stay near saltwater.

Fourth, they have solicited digital photos from the 
public to determine the extent and nature of irruptions 
as the owls move around. They request eBird sightings 
with pictures showing the open wings and tails of the 
owls if possible so they can check the age and sex of 
each subject.

In 2013-14 Project SNOWstorm was launched with 
money from a few private donors and they also 
received more than $36,000 US from crowdfunding 
and matching donations from supportive organizations 
and institutions. Since then, tax-deductible donations 
have come from all over the world and now the annual 
goal is to raise $15-20,000 to cover the project’s 
ongoing expenses. All donations are used to purchase 
transmitters, to pay for lab expenses, or for shipping.

Scott stated more than once during his talk that every 
bird has surprised them and each one is an individual in 
its behaviour. Indeed, each tagged owl has been given 
a name and you can follow specific owls on the Project 
SNOWstorm website. Using maps that track the winter 
movements of a number of different individuals, he 
showed us that some stayed within confined regions 
whereas others flew thousands of miles. To deter 
Snowies from staying near airports, they found that 
catching them and moving them well away and 
providing food for them for 24-48 hours reduced the 
risk they would return, yet some exceptions were noted. 

As the Snowy Owls aged, their behaviours also 
differed. Younger owls were more nomadic; older 
ones became more predictable and returned to the 
same area by the same route each year. Juveniles 
were more likely to make bad travel decisions and to 
perish in storms on land or at sea. The first migrations 
back north were also the most dangerous for the 
inexperienced juveniles.

Some owls they tracked stayed for up to six weeks 
around the open water leads (polynyas) of frozen Lake 
Erie. The GPS signals showed they would drift with 
ice floes for several days, then fly to another location, 
feeding on water birds in the open water. One theory 

Scott Weidensaul - photo by Chris 
DeSorbo.

Tracks of SNOWstorm Owls Going to the Arctic Breeding Grounds
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is that this behaviour is practice for surviving in the far 
north during the breeding season when many SNOWs 
survive on the sea ice.

The transmitters communicate with cell phone towers, 
so it has also been possible to live track the northern 
migration of tagged owls in the spring (at least until cell 
phone towers become infrequent in northern Ontario 
and Quebec). Since each transmitter is able to store 
enormous amounts of data for up to 12 years, when 
a tagged owl is once again within range of towers, 
its accumulated data will be texted back to Project 
SNOWstorm. This has allowed spring migration routes 
to be determined all the way into the high Arctic and for 
movements in all seasons to be monitored.

During a busy question period after Scott’s talk, he was 
asked about the size of the global population of Snowy 
Owls. While early “guesstimates” were thought to be 
about 300,000 worldwide (with half that in Canada), 
newer research suggests that those figures contained 
heavy duplication and a realistic value is only about 
30,000! Dr. Rebecca McCabe at McGill University 
is currently doing research to determine the global 
population and whether, as suspected, it is trending 
downwards. It is thought that Snowies are not breeding 
as often as they used to due to environmental factors, 
such as the infrequency of regular Arctic winters 
with the deep, fluffy snow necessary for the lemming 
population to flourish. The intervals between spikes in 
lemming populations are also becoming less regular 
and getting longer.

Scott informed us that Snowy Owls have wingspans 
of 4 to 4-1/2 feet and can live on average 10-12 years. 
They are known to capture birds as large as Great Blue 
Herons and Snow Geese, and are also able to take down 

smaller birds in flight, not just on the ground. They tear 
their prey apart and swallow everything, regurgitating 
inedible parts later as a pellet. Females are larger than 
males and do not start breeding until 3-4 years of age. 
Lacking pair fidelity, they take new mates each year. 
The largest population is in the eastern/central Canadian 
Arctic. Snowy Owls have been known to migrate as far 
south as Jacksonville (Florida) and Bermuda in the east 
and Hawaii in the west. The tracking data also suggests 
that a few Snowies found in Spain and the Netherlands 
probably hitched rides across the North Atlantic on 
cargo ships!

For further information on this ongoing and fascinating 
project, there is a wealth of photos, maps, and written 
content about Snowy Owls on the Project SNOWstorm 
website at https://www.projectsnowstorm.org/. It also 
has a link at which donations can be made.

Thank-you, Scott Weidensaul – your most informative 
and enjoyable presentation drew an audience of 85 
participants, a record high number of questions from 
your captivated viewers on Zoom, and a record long 
(but most entertaining) question period! Scott’s parting 
words were that we should each try to make a friend 
for birds (not just Snowy Owls) this week. Birding 
communities everywhere are now reaching out to the 
public in general to be evangelists for birds because 
birds the world over need all the help they can get!

Snowy Owl at Bronte Harbour - 10 December 2021 - photo Mark 
Jennings.

Snowy Owl at Bronte Harbour - 19 December 2021 - photo Gavin 
Edmondstone. Clearly a different bird than the one on the opposite 

page.
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Who’s on First?
by MARY ANNE McDOUGALL

HAMILTON’S SHERATON HOTEL Peregrine Falcons, 
Judson and McKeever have been hanging out, checking out 
the nest ledge together and bonding since late January of 
this year. Judson (fledged from Buffalo in 2018), arrived 
last year. Judson is the grandson of one of our 2012 fledges, 
Felker. He replaced Ossie as Lily was incubating a clutch 
of eggs, which she abandoned shortly after. Another 
suspected territorial battle in January of this year ended 
with Lily’s demise and the arrival of McKeever (fledged 
from Windsor’s Ambassador Bridge in 2019).

We excitedly watched as the bonding continued with 
our new female and on 23 February Judson was seen 
bringing McKeever a meal as part of their courtship rituals. 
Everything seemed to be going smoothly and then things 
got exciting.

Twice in the last week of February an unbanded female 
was seen visiting the nest ledge. Neither McKeever nor 
Judson was observed trying to chase her away. On 4 March 
an unbanded falcon was once again seen on the ledge. In 
the meantime, Judson appeared to be actively courting 
McKeever, bringing her many meals.

Then, on 10 March and again on 17 March, a banded adult 
male Peregrine appeared at the nest ledge. The Falconwatch 
webcam was able to get a look at his bands and he was 
identified as Nemo, fledged in 2017 from the Don Mills 
Harlequin nest. He could have been a contender, but once 
again, this visitor did not appear to threaten our resident 
falcons.

Just as things seemed to be settling down, another falcon, 
this time an unbanded juvenile was seen landing several 
times at the ledge on 19 March. This time Judson’s reaction 
was not quite so tolerant, and he quickly dispatched the 
youngster. However, the very next day a different unbanded 
juvenile was seen in the nest. Then, on 21 March, a banded 

juvenile was observed 
visiting the nest ledge. 
Unfortunately, the bands 
were not visible enough to 
identify this one.

Remarkably, on 23 March, 
yet again another unbanded 
female was seen at the 
nest creating quite a stir. 
She was seen most of the 
afternoon with Judson and 
not only did he tolerate this 
newcomer but allowed her 
to snatch a meal from him.

Around this time McKeever was MIA, and our fear was 
that she may have been in a territorial battle with this 
formidable newcomer. As she had normally been visiting 
the nest ledge every few hours recently, her absence was 
notable. Falconwatch webmaster, Charles Gregory put out 
a call to be on the lookout downtown for a possibly injured 
McKeever.

Luckily and surprisingly, McKeever showed up apparently 
unscathed later that evening. This rival was not done yet, 
appearing again on 25 March in the nest with Judson. Not 
long after this McKeever once again returned to the ledge 
as the obvious victor, and she was rewarded with a quick 
delivery of a meal. Although no one witnessed a battle 
we believe that McKeever successfully got the intruder to 
move on.

Although many urban dwelling peregrines in Southern 
Ontario remain year-round some falcons do migrate. This 
may explain the unusual number of visits in Hamilton 
this year. Our city is on the migration route of raptors as 
they travel north between lakes Ontario and Erie along the 
Niagara Escarpment. The appearance of many unbanded 

McKeever accepting a meal from Judson. 
This photo clearly shows how much larger 

the female is. 23 February 2022.

Judson “having words” with an unbanded 
juvenile - 19 March 2022.

Mary Anne McDougall.
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birds may be an indicator that the wild population nesting 
at unmonitored sites is increasing. According to the Ontario 
government’s status of species, Peregrine Falcons are listed 
as “Special Concern”, meaning they live in the wild in 
Ontario, are not endangered or threatened, but may become 
threatened or endangered due to a combination of biological 
characteristics and identified threats.

On 27 March amidst a spring snowfall, it was apparent that 
McKeever was sitting on an egg. Female Peregrines develop a 
brood patch – a thickened featherless area on either side of the 
sternum, allowing increased blood flow to pass warmth to the 
developing embryos. McKeever was observed settling herself 
in the nest in such a way that convinced Falconwatchers we 
had our first egg of the season. Despite Judson’s best efforts 
to persuade her to go to the west side of the scrape, she 
ultimately chose the location closest to the webcam. This will 
hinder us from seeing exactly how many eggs she lays, and we 
may not know until they hatch. At time of print we have been 
able to see two eggs as the dutiful parents take turns turning 
and incubating them.

Typically, Peregrines will lay 3-4 pink to brownish mottled 
eggs. This is done over several days and full-on incubation 
doesn’t begin until the last egg is laid. This is to ensure that 
the eggs hatch closely together, which should happen in 33-35 
days. Although male peregrines will incubate the eggs as well, 
the female tends to stay on the nest more often as the male 
hunts and provides meals for her. She will leave to eat, preen 
and defecate away from the nest.

Once the chicks have reached about 40 days of age, they have 
lost their white fluffy down, developed their flight feathers 
and after days of exercising their wings and helicoptering 
along the ledge they are ready to take to the air.

City dwelling Peregrines face challenges when taking their 
first flights. If not strong enough to fly to another high 
structure or return to the nest ledge they can come down to 
ground or in some cases land on a lower building unable fly 
back up. Mirrored and glassed high-rises present dangerous 
obstacles for these youngsters as well. The Sheraton site has 
been monitored by coordinators and volunteers each year 

since a pair of falcons were first confirmed nesting on a ledge 
on the south facing 18th floor of the hotel in 1995.

The Peregrine Falcon has recently been voted the City Bird 
for Hamilton by the Bird Friendly Hamilton Burlington team 
after an online poll.

Volunteers Needed
Falconwatch volunteers monitor the falcon chicks beginning 
around mid June, signing up for two hours shifts from dawn 
to dusk for approximately one month. An orientation meeting 
will be announced once we are sure we have viable chicks in 
the nest. No experience is required. If you are wanting more 
information or are interested in volunteering, please contact 
falcons@charlesgregory.ca

For up-to-date developments at the nest site please checkout 
The Hamilton Community Peregrine Project’s webcam at 
falcons.hamiltonnature.orgUnbanded female claims a meal from 

Judson - 23 March 2022.

Vesper Sparrow at Courtcliffe Park - 9 April 2022 - photo Tom 
Thomas.
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access the 
picnic area and bluebird boxes, down through an evergreen 
forest to crisscross your way over to Mountsberg Creek as 
it flows by. The surrounding wetland is a haven for wildlife 
accessing the creek and the pond offers a welcoming refuge, 
with duck nesting boxes lining the perimeter and floating 
logs anchored in place to offer sunny basking spots for turtles.

Bringing curiosity and love of learning into their new project, 
both dived into researching all they could about invasive 
species and asking questions of experts along the way. “We 
didn’t know buckthorn from a maple when we got here,” 
recalls Brian.

“We’ve enjoyed the research aspect of it, as we did in our 
careers,” says Alba “we love learning. Our jobs were so busy 
and we spent so many hours at them, now to suddenly open 
this whole new chapter of nature and wildlife, for us that 
was wonderful.” They also love teaching and embrace every 
opportunity to show children a Snapping Turtle nest they 
protected or demonstrate for friends how easy it is to pull 
Garlic Mustard.

Early on, they developed a Forest Management Plan with 
forester Brett Dixon. Their objectives have always been to 
optimize wildlife habitat and forest health, while being able 
to enjoy the property. “Alba and Brian have been exemplary 
stewards of the forest,” says Brett. “Well-managed properties 
such as this one play a very important role in the watershed’s 

health and local ecosystem. I have felt a strong connection to 
this property and would love to stay involved in its future.” 
For their dedication, Brett remarks that it is “almost as though 
the forest loves Brian and Alba back.”

By designating conservation space and managed forest, 
they were able to take advantage of available property tax 
incentives: over 11 acres qualifies as Managed Forest Area for 
reduced tax, and another four acres surrounding the creek 
are Conservation Land and are tax exempt. “It would be very 
much to the next owner’s benefit to apply for both, but you 
need to be willing to be good stewards of the land,” Alba 
stresses. With Brett’s help, they worked together to outline 
their goals and plan how to achieve them.

Determined to make the most of their efforts, they soon 
connected with Trout Unlimited, Ducks Unlimited, 
Conservation Halton, and other local experts who all 
provided support, advice, and helped plant over 200 trees 
along the way. But the heart was led by Alba and Brian 
themselves. Even knowing they were leaving this spring, 
they are still taking care of the last few invasive species on 
the property. They want to leave it in the best possible shape, 
knowing they did the most they could.

In 2014, the pond was disconnected from the creek to help 
improve water temperatures and quality downstream. “The 
pond absorbs a lot of sun and gets quite warm,” explains Alba. 
If connected to the stream, it heats up the water downstream 
and makes it inhospitable for cold-loving species like Brook 
Trout. Working with Conservation Halton and Trout 
Unlimited Canada, a Christmas tree berm was built to fill in 
the channel. “Eventually, that will build up more and will cut 
off the pond completely.”

Through learning and reaching out for help, they formed 
a community. They met like-minded neighbours and 
volunteers interested in protecting turtle nests or helping 
pull invasive species, and they volunteered for other projects 
nearby. “Many hands make light work,” Alba smiles, recalling 
one chilly Halloween morning when a group of Scouts and 

 continued from page 193

View of house, summertime photo - Alba Dicenso.

View of pond and dock and the firepit - photo Alba Dicenso.

View of stream by house in the summertime - photo Alba 
Dicenso.
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volunteers came out with Conservation Halton to cheerfully 
plant 100 trees. In 2016, their Mountsberg home was a 
featured stop on the Dundas Carnegie Gallery Garden tour. 
Over the course of the day more than 200 carloads of garden 
enthusiasts stopped by to hike their trails and see all they had 
planted. Alba and Brian brought in experts to run stations 
describing the bird boxes, beekeeping, turtles, gardens, and 
how Conservation Halton can help. One inspired attendee 
went straight home and built a bluebird box; a pair of 
bluebirds found it by the next day.

When asked about their favourite spot to enjoy the property, 
the answer was: everywhere. “We love sitting on the dock 
having a drink in the afternoon after our day’s work talking 
about what we’ve done and what we’d like to do next,” says 
Alba as she recalls time spent watching the swallows swooping 
over the pond collecting mosquitoes. A favourite trail from 
the road brings you down through the forest and opens 
up to a view of the stream and pond. Even the house and 
gazebo were designed with every window perfectly placed 
to fully appreciate its surroundings, watching the Hooded 
Mergansers arrive or babies taking their first tentative flights.

Now, they are ready to retire from their retirement. It is not 
an easy feat to take care of 16 acres of land. It has been a 
passion project, and they hope the next owner will find the 
same serenity they found here. Someone who will appreciate 
the trilliums and fiddleheads in the spring, watch the Eastern 
Bluebirds and Tree Swallows nesting throughout the summer, 
see the Sugar Maples burn bright reds and oranges in the fall, 
and watch for deer tracks through the snow in the winter, 
counting down the days until the sap flows again.

Their advice to those who want to begin stewarding their 
land: learn as much as you can and start small. It takes time 
to discover how you can best steward your property with the 
resources you have, but you’ll find there is a world of expert 
knowledge and willing help.

Find your balance. Care for nature, plant trees, preserve and 

enhance habitats, and find your way to enjoy it, whether 
through a snowshoe trail, a well-placed canoe, or the perfect 
chair for a sunrise coffee.

Connect with the experts. Conservation Halton is just one 
of many great organizations that have helped Alba and Brian 
find the resources, knowledge, and materials they needed 
to steward their property. They learned from arborists, 
herpetologists, ornithologists, botanists, restoration 
ecologists, neighbours, volunteers, and friends. They are 
grateful for all the help and guidance they have received, and 
in turn they have lent their knowledge to so many others.

It will be work, they are sure to note. It takes care, dedication, 
and passion to do what they have done over the years. But the 
reward, both for you and for nature, is worth the effort. In the 
right hands, this property has flourished.

After 15 years working with Alba and Brian, Conservation 
Halton is sad to see them go. The Landowner Outreach 
and Restoration team has appreciated their significant hard 
work over the years and helped them access resources and 
grant opportunities to complete these projects. In 2015, 
Alba and Brian were formally recognized with a Watershed 
Stewardship Award for their contributions protecting nature 
and caring for the creek.

For their stewardship, for the joy they brought to these 
projects, and for the way they have inspired others and shown 
generosity with their time and knowledge, and for their years 
of efforts, nature thanks them - and so does Conservation 
Halton.

422 Mountsberg Road will be on the market this May. For 
more information and photos visit 422mountsberg.com, 
or contact Karen Lilja, Sales Representative at RE/MAX 
Escarpment Realty Inc. (905) 575-5478 or Cell (905) 928-
5451 or e-mail karenlilja@interlynx.net.

Stream in winter - photo Alba Dicenso.

Stream in summer - photo Beth Anne Fischer.
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WELO (West End of Lake Ontario) IBA Survey Report 
for 12 February 2022
by CHRIS MOTHERWELL, Coordinator 
THANKS TO THOSE 35 COUNTERS for the February WELO 
Count. Conditions were radically different than January’s count, 
with temperatures around -5oC. No precipitation and enough 
wind to make counting water birds tricky. Counters’ comment 
ranged from “Yeah not many birds” to “Big number this time.”

The total number of species was 58, the highest for February, 
while the number of individuals was 28,312 which is the third 
lowest.

I always find it amazing the way math works: the number of 
Long-tailed Ducks were down from last year’s massive increase 
of 28,298 birds, with 8,658 this year, and even with the big 
difference in overall numbers for the two years, the percent of 
Long-tailed Ducks was higher this year, partly due to the lower 
overall individual count (LTDU numbers last Feb were slightly 
less than the total count this year).

Northern Saw-wet Owl was the only new species for the WELO 
Count, giving us 142 for our overall species number. It was found 
by Christa Jackson at Fifty Point C.A., resting comfortably in a 
White Cedar.

Three new “month birds” this count: Northern Shoveler, Fish 
Crow and White-throated Sparrow. These three species have 
been on the Count seven, four and 15 times respectively in 
other months.

Count-highs for this month were American Wigeon (5), 
Redhead (122), Common Goldeneye (3,402), Hooded 
Merganser (5), Ring-billed Gull (2,510), Double-crested 
Cormorant (6), Northern Mockingbird (2), European Starling 
(615) and Dark-eyed Junco (28). Of these, Ring-billed Gull was 
the only all-time Count-high.

Lows for the month of February: Mallard (556), Ring-necked 
Duck (1), Surf Scoter (5), Peregrine Falcon (1), American Crow 
(10) and Common Raven (3). None of species were Count-lows.

For misses for the month (only included are birds that have 
been seen on two or more counts in a certain month), there 
were 11: Cackling Goose, Northern Pintail, King Eider, Black 
Scoter, Wild Turkey, Horned Grebe, Red-throated Loon, 
Common Loon, Great Horned Owl, Hairy Woodpecker and 
Red-breasted Nuthatch. Four of these species have been on less 
then 10 counts, while the others range from 12 to 28.

Although this is a young count compared to the ‘Duck Count’ 
and Hamilton Christmas Bird Counts, trends that can be 
watched include:
• Canada Goose, Gadwall, American Black Duck,  Common 

Goldeneye and Common Merganser numbers have 
increased over the last three years

• Surf Scoter numbers have decreased for the last three years

The following 13 birds have only been found once in February: 
Ross’s Goose, Greater White-fronted Goose, Northern Shoveler, 
American Coot, Northern Harrier, Cooper’s Hawk, American 
Kestrel, Fish Crow, Brown Creeper, Gray Catbird, Common 
Redpoll, Snow Bunting and White-throated Sparrow. The 
following three species have only been found in February: 
Ross’s Goose, Greater White-fronted Goose and Gray Catbird.

The following birds were found for the second time in February: 
American Wigeon, Ring-necked Duck, Belted Kingfisher, 
Common Raven and Northern Mockingbird.

Species and Totals: Canada Goose 6,419; Mute Swan 58; 
Trumpeter Swan 12; Northern Shoveler 2; Gadwall 25; American 
Wigeon 5; Mallard 556; American Black Duck 22; Canvasback 
2; Redhead 122; Ring-necked Duck 1; Greater Scaup 2,198; 
Lesser Scaup 11; Harlequin Duck 1; Surf Scoter 5; White-winged 
Scoter 709; Long-tailed Duck 8,658; Bufflehead 252; Common 
Goldeneye 3,402; Hooded Merganser 5; Common Merganser 
557; Red-breasted Merganser 708; Ruddy Duck 28; Rock Pigeon 
82; Mourning Dove 45; Ring-billed Gull 2,510; Herring Gull 
160; Iceland Gull 1; Great Black-backed Gull 27; Double-crested 
Cormorant 6; Bald Eagle 6; Red-tailed Hawk 3; Northern Saw-
whet Owl 1; Snowy Owl 1; Belted Kingfisher 1; Red-bellied 
Woodpecker 1; Downy Woodpecker 8; Northern Flicker 1; 
Merlin 3; Peregrine Falcon 1; Blue Jay 22; American Crow 10; 
Fish Crow 1; Common Raven 3; Black-capped Chickadee 36; 
White-breasted Nuthatch 5; Carolina Wren 2; American Robin 
23; Northern Mockingbird 2; European Starling 615; House 
Sparrow 150; House Finch 4; American Goldfinch 8; American 
Tree Sparrow  6; Dark-eyed Junco 28; White-throated Sparrow 
5; Song Sparrow 1; Northern Cardinal 27.

Counters: Simon Carter, Pauline Catling, Kevin Empey, Luc 
Fazio, Debbie Garbe, Doug Gillard, Gwyneth Govers, Diane 
Green, Jean Hampson, Will Van Hemessen, Bob Highcock, 
Carol Horvat, Christa Jackson, Beth Jefferson, Mark Jennings, 
Margaret Kelch, Christina Kovacs, Sarah Labrie, Ina Legzdins, 
Markus Legzdins, Joyce Litster, Marvin Medelko, Jason Miller, 
Kai Millyard, John David Moffatt, Chris Motherwell, Mary Beth 
Neibert, Rob Palin, Dianne Seed, Mike Seed, Nancy Smith, 
Roy Sorgenfrei, Mary Ellen Starodub, Joan Wallace and Tony 
Zammit.

Stay safe and happy birding.
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The Throwback | Circa 1968

HNC sign at Short Hills Nature Sanctuary. This sign was probably 
erected not long after Short Hills was purchased in 1968, so this sign 

is well over 50 years old. It likely has  been re-fitted to this tree as 
doubtless it would have been “pushed-off “ the original tree by the 
expanding growth rings. This photo was taken by Bruce Mackenzie 
on 16 October 2017. Bruce wryly commented, “nothing like a sign 

that says Welcome”.
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between iNaturalist and eBird – each collects data, yet 
organizes it differently. The iNaturalist system allows 
anyone to agree with or change the ID of any observation 
while eBird does not have this feature. eBird does not 

require a photo or audio 
and findings are not 
authenticated by other 
users.

For the SWP Projects in 
iNaturalist, observers 
may add species without 
photo or audio, which 
can be authenticated by 
other identifiers knowing 
what could be found on 
that site. And if you are 
not sure of a sighting, you 

can post your query to the Hamilton Beginning Birders 
Google Group at hamilton-beginning-birders+noreply@
googlegroups.com to hopefully get an ID.

One way to have eBird data added to an iNaturalist project 
is to share your list from any SWP Project area with me 
(cmtrain@cmotherwell.com). I will download it and then 
upload it to iNaturalist. Adding eBird data will give a better 
picture of the species found around SWPs.

To locate a SWP, search iNaturalist on the Projects page for 
HSA or the name of the pond to see what has been found 
so far. I encourage you to go to your local or any SWP and 
add observations to increase the level of known species in 
these “natural areas”. Be sure to include all creatures, for 
example, moths, snails, fish, mussels, aquatic insects and all 
plant species in your observations.

As the data accumulates for each pond, a more 
comprehensive picture of the biodiversity of the site 
will emerge enabling environmental assessments to 
assess and relocate any vulnerable species.

 continued from page 190

Black-crowned Night-Heron and Mallards.

Peck’s Skipper on Red Clover.

Two-spotted Tree Cricket.

See the back cover for information on participating in this exciting HNC activity in 2022.

HNC     BioBlitz    2022
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HNC’S NATURE SANCTUARIES NEED YOUR HELP!
Over the last 60 years HNC has permanently protected over 500 acres of 

natural lands in 10 nature sanctuaries. The nature sanctuaries provide a 
range of habitats, countless common and numerous rare species. 

We know a lot about the nature sanctuaries but also have a lot of gaps 
in knowledge. For example, we know about the Eastern Flowering Dogwood 

and American Columbo at the Sheelah Dunn Dooley Nature Sanctuary, but we 
don’t yet know about the breeding birds. At the Spooky Hollow and Short 

Hills Nature Sanctuaries general inventories were done in the early 1980s 
and need to be updated.

 
You can help by recording what you see when you visit the nature sanctuaries 
using iNaturalist. This is a perfect reason to visit the nature sanctuaries.  

We are offering guided nature outings to explore the sanctuaries and to 
practice using iNaturalist. These are good opportunities to tour the nature 

sanctuaries and we hope you will join us at one of the events. 
Note *** Dates and times below are altered somewhat from what was shown in 

the April Wood Duck

You can register at www.hamiltonnature.org/bioblitz or by contacting Jen Baker at 
land@hamiltonnature.org. 

Sheelah Dunn Dooley Saturday, May 7 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Anita Dutka-Buchin Wednesday, May 25 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Spooky Saturday, May 28 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Cartwright Wednesday, June 8 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Sheelah Dunn Dooley Monday, June 13 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Short Hills Saturday, June 18 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.


