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Are you sure it is winter?  This photo was taken on January 7, 2008.  The temperature peaked at 14 degrees Celsuis, bringing these
bees out of their winter hideaway.

Photo: Peter Hurrell
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The Baillie Birdathon 2007
By Janis Forster

Bird Studies Canada’s
Baillie Birdathon has
come to the end of
another successful year
and as of November 26th
birders across the coun-
try raised over $215,000!  

Birders participating in
the birdathon can desig-
nate a favourite conser-
vation organization to
receive a share of the
funds raised. From January to August
2007, $7,286.65 was raised by partici-
pants designating Hamilton Naturalists’
Club as the beneficiary.  Therefore, in
November the Hamilton Naturalists’
Club received a cheque for $2,643.33
as our share of the funds!  

Bird Studies Canada is recognized
nation-wide as a leading and respected
not-for-profit conservation organiza-
tion dedicated to advancing the under-
standing, appreciation and conserva-
tion of wild birds and their habitats, in
Canada and elsewhere.

Canada’s Baillie Birdathon is the old-
est sponsored bird count in North
America.  It was established in 1976
as a national fundraiser to support the
research and conservation of wild
birds in Canada.  Funds raised by par-
ticipants benefit not only the work of
Bird Studies Canada, but also desig-
nated bird observatories in the

Canadian Migration Monitoring
Network, the James L. Baillie
Memorial Fund, which provides
research grants to amateurs across
Canada, and participating conserva-
tion and naturalist clubs. 

Bird Studies Canada and the Hamilton
Naturalists’ Club would like to extend
our gratitude to the following individuals
who participated in the 2007
Birdathon and raised money for our
mutual benefit this year:

Arlene McCaw, Frank Morley,
Margaret Walton, Barbara Sargeant,
Glenn Barrett, Michael Rowlands,
Daphne Payne, Helen Morley, Mike
Street, David Don, Judith Atkinson,
Sandra Van Hullenaar, Dean Gugler,
Kim Barrett, Sheldon McGregor,
Elaine Serena, Lois Evans ,Ursula
Kolster, Fleur-Ange Lamothe

You don’t have to be an ace birder to
get involved in the Birdathon.

Essentially, participants collect spon-
sor pledges, and then spend up to 24
hours in May searching for as many
species of birds as possible. You can
participate right from the comfort of
your own back yard!  Or, challenge
club members to a friendly competi-
tion!  Some fantastic prizes are avail-
able to be won so please join us for
some fun and consider participating in
the 2008 Baillie Birdathon.  Please
visit the Bird Studies Canada official
website at www.bsc-eoc.org/ to get
information about how to become
involved.  Just click on ‘Get Involved’
at the top of the page and then select
‘Volunteer Programs’ from the menu
on the left.  See how many different
bird species you can count!
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While we are all familiar with field
guides, few of us appreciate what
goes into their production. The
January meeting offered us a rare
opportunity—a behind-the-scenes
peek into the making of a field guide.
As the author and illustrator of
numerous field guides, our speaker
was well versed on the topic. Fiona A.
Reid’s most recent work is an entirely
new, expanded fourth edition of the
Peterson Field Guide to Mammals of
North America. The biologist is a
Departmental Associate in
Mammalogy at the Royal Ontario
Museum’s Centre for Biodiversity and
Conservation Biology. 

Fiona began her talk by outlining the
general procedure for creating a field

guide. The first step is to accumulate
pictures and data for each selected
species. She then applies herself to
page design, shuffling images around
until she is satisfied with the layout.
Now it’s time to leave the studio in
search of living animals, which she
paints in the flesh whenever possible.
An image from her PowerPoint pres-
entation showed Fiona seated at a
desk, paintbrush in one hand, caged
mouse in the other. (While this strate-
gy usually works well for small mam-
mals, Fiona has no intention of trying
it on a moose!)

The distribution of mammals on her
to-do list determined Fiona’s itinerary
throughout Canada and the U.S. She
traced for us the highlights of her
journey, during which she captured,
studied, and painted the creatures that
would eventually fill the pages of her
book.

The first stop on our virtual tour was
northern Florida, where rodents were
Fiona’s chief quarry. She was espe-
cially keen to locate the several
species of mouse that are endemic to
that state, and accordingly set out live
traps in trees and on the ground. Fiona
expected that a small trap would
entice the arboreal Golden Mouse,
and that a large trap would attract the
much larger Wood Rat. Instead, the
wee mouse chose the more spacious
accommodation, while the big fellow
crammed itself into the smaller trap!
Fiona values the convenience of

Sherman Folding Traps: they take up
little space, allowing her to transport
them in quantity.

Florida harbours several species of
endangered Beach Mice.
Unfortunately, feral cats that people
have released into their territories are
contributing to the rodents’ decline.
The Gopher Mouse makes its home
only in burrows excavated by the
Gopher Tortoise. Because this tortoise
is becoming rare, so is the Gopher
Mouse. Before capturing endangered
animals, Fiona must first obtain a
trap-and-release permit. 

In Ontario, the Fox Squirrel can only
be found on Pelee Island. Far more
common in Florida, it is similar to the
Eastern Grey Squirrel, only more
rufous underneath. The Fox Squirrel
comes in many colour variations and
is larger than “our” Grey squirrels.
Fiona has observed that Florida’s
Grey Squirrels are only two-thirds the
size of those in our region. 

In Texas, Fiona’s main focus was an
arid and mountainous area known as
Big Bend. The state has three genera
of Pocket Gopher, which are best dis-
tinguished by the number or absence
of grooves on their incisors. “Frustratingly
hard to see,” they were a challenge to
trap. Fiona also tracked down the
Mexican Ground Squirrel and the
Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel in
Texas. Alternating light and dark stripes
along the latter’s back are distinctive.

The Adventures of Making a Field Guide
by Louise Unitt

Fiona paints a live mouse.
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Arizona supports an impressive diver-
sity of bats. In fact, more than half the
bat species in the U.S. and Canada
pass through this state. Because
Arizona’s streams and ponds are few
and far between, they attract substan-
tial concentrations of bats, which are
much easier to catch there than in
Ontario. Fiona’s work as a “wrangler”
for Bat Conservation International led
her to remain longer in Arizona than
in any other state. By night she would
untangle bats from mist nets, leaving
her days free to proceed with mammal
collection. (Sleep was apparently not
a priority!)

Fiona has produced some outstanding
paintings of bats, including 25 species
from Arizona. These curious animals
require different handling than the
other small mammals Fiona works
with. She does not confine bats to
paint them, but grasps them gently in
her free hand. They are gentle enough
to be handled without gloves.
Scrupulous as to their welfare, Fiona
intersperses painting sessions with
rest periods. Bats spend their down-
time in a cloth bag, which is more
comfortable than a cage and protects
the wings from injury. When she’s
done reproducing a bat in water-
colour, Fiona releases her subject.
Because a bat is incapable of launch-
ing itself from the hand, Fiona gets it
airborne by tossing it skyward.

The Gleaning Bat is endowed with
enormous ears that enable it to detect
insect prey, which it hunts on vegeta-
tion. The long tongue of a Nectar Bat
is ideally suited for inserting into deep
flower tubes and lapping from hum-
mingbird feeders. Its ability to hover
is also reminiscent of a hummingbird.
In contrast, Free-tailed Bats do not
hover, and their swift high-altitude
flight makes them hard to catch.

Antelope Jackrabbit. Both sketches by Fiona Reid.



The Wood Duck February 2008
page 118

Fiona recounted an amusing episode
that was sparked by a dead animal
she spotted on the road. Pulling over,
she identified it as an Antelope Jack
Rabbit, a type of hare. Since the head
was intact and the mangled body use-
less, Fiona swiftly beheaded the
corpse with her trusty Swiss army
knife and placed it in a plastic bag.
(On the drive to her motel, she had
visions of being stopped by police
and trying to explain the bloody sev-
ered head on the front seat!) It was a
relief to find that the motel room had
a fridge to keep the head fresh
overnight. The road kill eventually
made its way into the field guide as a
colour plate.

California is rich in desert species,
and blessed with “far more chip-
munks and kangaroo rats than it real-
ly deserves.” In Fiona’s eyes,
Kangaroo Rats are “the most attrac-

tive of rodents.” In seeking out the
Red Tree Vole, a small rodent that
nests in Douglas Fir and feeds on the
needles, Fiona was able to enlist the
aid of a pair of logging company
biologists. Despite their diminutive
size (a mere three inches), Tree Voles
occupy a huge nest that is passed
from generation to generation. No
sooner had one of the biologists
“shot up the tree and poked the nest
with a stick,” than a Tree Vole
“plummeted to the ground.” Fiona
immediately thrust the vole into a
bucket. She assured us that these
hardy creatures “come to no harm
falling fifty feet!” 

The temperate rain forest of the
Pacific Northwest takes in parts of
Oregon, Washington, and southern
B.C. Home to unique communities of
small mammals, the area proved a
fruitful environment for Fiona’s
quest. In this setting, she worked

with pitfall traps, which consist of a
bucket or other container submerged
in the soil. Fiona used a modified
version—two-litre pop bottles with
the tops cut off—to catch shrews and
other burrowers. A shrew-sized mole,
appropriately known as a Shrew
Mole, was among the creatures that
fell into the trap. Knowing where to
look is critical in tracking down
species, and Fiona keeps abreast of
current research. Shrews, previously
thought of as underground dwellers,
have been found scampering along
tree branches, according to recent
studies.

Fiona managed to trap a Sewellel,
using apples as bait. Formerly known
as the Mountain Beaver, the Sewellel
is unique among rain forest dwellers.
Neither a true beaver nor a resident
of mountain areas, it is now referred
to by its Indian name. The Sewellel
is the most primitive rodent in exis-
tence, without a single living relative.
When an animal’s diet consists main-
ly of leaves and other vegetation, it
has to work at extracting nutrition
from its food. The solution is to re-
ingest its droppings, a technique
which a Sewellel willingly demon-
strated in Fiona’s motel room. As she
watched the rodent collect and recy-
cle its droppings, she wondered what
the motel cleaning staff might make
of any stray bits of scat!

Fiona prefers to paint animals in the
flesh, but she’ll make an exception
for tough customers like the
American Marten. She usually paints
this weasel relative from specimens,
selecting a pose from photographs. A
slide of four colour morphs reflected
a high degree of variability among
individuals. The American Marten is
widespread in the Rainy River area
of northern Ontario.

Kangaroo Rat.
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Fiona lives in Speyside, half way
between Milton and Acton, with her
husband and two children. Her studio
window overlooks a patch of forest
along the Niagara Escarpment. The
property is rich in raw material for her
artwork, such as porcupines and
skunks. When sketching the latter, she
becomes—if only temporarily—“quite
immune to the odor.” Ever attentive to
detail, she remarked on a striking fea-
ture of a skunk’s tail: the white hairs
are far longer than the black ones. 

A neighbour’s cat, “affectionately
known as Assassin,” supplies Fiona
with an assortment of mammals,
which it deposits at her door. Short-
tailed Shrew, Star-nosed Mole, Pine
Squirrel, Meadow Jumping Mouse,
Woodland Jumping Mouse, and Bog
Lemming (an uncommon species) are
just some of the species whose
corpses have served as models for
Fiona. The Woodland Jumping Mouse
has an impossibly long tail, and hiber-
nates for six months of the year or
more. Fleshy tentacles at the end of a

Star-nosed Mole’s snout allow it to
identify its food by touch. Art aside,
Fiona is a firm proponent of keeping
cats indoors, because of the dreadful
toll they exact on wildlife.

Fiona wound up her talk by reflecting
on the importance of field guides, an
indispensable aid to the naturalist.
They are particularly useful in cases
where an animal looks confusingly
similar to a member of a different
family. Without benefit of detailed
images and description, an Algonquin
Wolf, which bears little resemblance
to the Gray Wolf, can easily be mis-
taken for a Coyote. Field guides are
also a valuable reference for planners
of new parks and reserves. 

It would appear that Fiona’s adventur-
ous spirit demands more than one
career to express itself. For the past
two decades she has been leading
nature tours to exotic destinations
across the globe, including Indonesia,
Alaska and Venezuela. She will be
leading a trip to southern Brazil’s
Pantanal in June 2008. Contact Fiona

at fionar@globalserve.net for further
information. Other upcoming tours are
listed on her web site,
www.fionareid.ca. Fiona is also plan-
ning an Open House in May: watch
future issues of the Wood Duck for
details.

The insider’s view of a field guide
that Fiona shared with us made for an
informative and thoroughly enjoyable
presentation. Especially welcome
were the amusing accounts of her
trapping adventures and fascinating
nuggets of natural history. As Jen
Baker pointed out at the close of the
evening, we’ve gained a new appreci-
ation of what’s involved in illustrating
a field guide.

As part of our web site redesign (check it out!), we have introduced a 
new option for members to renew their membership using their credit 
card. Using PayPal (secure transactions), members can now use their 
credit card to renew their membership and make a donation to the fund of

their choice, if they prefer this to mailing a membership form and a cheque. 

Just go to www.hamiltonnature.org and click on the “Join the 
HNC” button at the top of the home page. The choice is yours: by mail
or online! Please note that, due to higher fees by PayPal, we prefer that 
members use the CanadaHelps link if they only wish to donate

to the Club by credit card. You also get an immediate tax
receipt from CanadaHelps.

PayPal Membership Renewal Option
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The December 2007 meeting of the
Bird Study Group – our annual
Christmas holiday meeting – was
meant to be entertaining and light-
hearted. It began with a slideshow of
numerous birding cartoons pho-
tographed from a book, The Crazy
World of Birdwatching by British
humorist Peter Rigby. Emcee Peter
Booker then introduced Mark Peck
from the Royal Ontario Museum, who
had made his annual visit to our meet-
ing to collect frozen specimens of
dead birds that we had collected
through the season. (Before the meet-
ing began, he had carefully transferred
these to a portable cooler so they
wouldn’t get mixed in with the
Christmas baked goods that many
people had brought for our snack
break.)

Mark said he’d received about 60-70
dead birds from us this year and that,
in spite of the recent retirement of
their specimen preparer who was not
being immediately replaced, they
would get put to good use at the
ROM. Some of them might possibly
end up in a new exhibit opening in
2009 as part of The Schad Gallery of
Life in Crisis. Mark added that he
thought our group was the “best, well-
run and youth-oriented naturalist
club” he knew and that he would be
joining the HNC as a member this
year.

Peter then reminded everyone that the
Ross Thomson Trophy is up for grabs

again this year and will be presented
in March to the birder under 18 years
of age in the Club who has seen the
most species of birds in the Hamilton
study area in the previous calendar
year. All entries should be submitted
by the end of February. Entry forms
are available on the Club website.

Bob Curry then announced that the
long-awaited Atlas of the Breeding
Birds of Ontario, 2001-2005 would be
officially launched in late January in
Ottawa and on Sunday, February 10 at
the ROM in Toronto. Any Club mem-
bers who have pre-ordered a copy
should advise Bob and he will pick up
your copy if you are not able to attend
the launch. Those who pre-ordered the
book at $79 a copy got a real bargain
as the final retail price will be $92.50
plus GST!

Next on the program was Dave Don’s
annual bird identification quiz, which
he had been asked to make a little
easier than previous quizzes for the
benefit of the less experienced birders
in the group. Top prize went to Bob
Curry for scoring 29 of a possible 30
points but two of our junior members,
Ezra and Giovanni Campanelli, scored
22 and 23 points, respectively, which
shows that we have some very keen
young birders in our midst.

During our richer-than-normal social
break we enjoyed a variety of deli-
cious baked goods, hot apple cider,
fruit juices and decaffeinated shade-

grown coffee. We also had an oppor-
tunity to shop for some holiday gifts
at the tables of various members who
sold their hand-made arts and crafts
items or excellent photographs.

After the break, Tom Crooks and Ben
Edgecombe led the monthly sightings
report and we heard what birds had
been seen by our members since our
last meeting. The notable species were
Northern Hawk Owl, Pine Grosbeak,
and Common Redpoll. Barry
Cherriere provided some great close-
up photos of the hawk owl, especially
one of it eating a mouse or vole, that
were spectacular.

Arlene McCaw then told us the
delightful story – illustrated with
some digital pictures – of her neigh-
bour who had rescued nine Mallard
eggs this summer. They had been

Bird Study Group Meeting Summary - December 2007
Annual Bird Identification Quiz
by Michael Rowlands
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abandoned in her hedge by the mother
(who had been frightened away by
human backyard activities) so she res-
cued them and hatched them in a bor-
rowed incubator. She built an outdoor
pen for the little ducklings in her yard
to ensure they were safe from preda-
tors and saw that they had food and
water to get them started in life. When
they were strong enough to survive on
their own, they were taken to a marsh
near Midland where they were suc-
cessfully released to join other
Mallards in the wild.

In a final announcement, David Wood
explained that 82 Trumpeter Swans

have returned to the LaSalle Park
beach for the winter. Bev Kingdon,
who spoke to us in September about
the Ontario Trumpeter Swan Re-
Introduction Program, is there regular-
ly keeping an eye on their health and
welfare. Since the formal funding of
the re-intro program has now stopped
because the flock was deemed to be
self-sustaining, anyone wishing to
make donations for the needed med-
ical attention that the swans occasion-
ally require may do so at the Wild
Birds Unlimited store at 3350
Fairview Street in Burlington.

With that, the formal part of the meet-
ing concluded. Some went (to get the
kids home to bed), some stayed to
clean up, and some lingered a while
longer to chat with friends and wish
them happy holidays. It’s on nights
like these – when we’ve been pleas-
antly entertained and educated and
treated to snacks and drinks in the
company of good friends – that we
realize, as Mark Peck rightly pointed
out, what a wonderful bird study
group we do have here in the
Hamilton-Burlington area. Thanks to
everyone who helped to make the
evening so enjoyable!

Dear atlassers/pre-sale
purchasers:

This is to announce the launch/cele-
bration of the Atlas of the Breeding
Birds of Ontario , 2001-2005 at the
Royal Ontario Museum (100 Queens
Park) in Toronto on Sunday, February
10, 2008, from 2-5 pm. People attend-
ing the launch get free access to the
museum and the open galleries (but
not special exhibits). This is a special-
ly-arranged opportunity to view the
crystal from the inside and check out
the ROM's amazing galleries while
attending the atlas event.

People attending the launch in
Toronto must RSVP in advance (by
Monday, February 4th) to the atlas
office (atlas@uoguelph.ca or 1-866-
900-7100) so that the ROM can make
necessary arrangements for admis-
sions and passes. The atlas event will
take place in the ROM Theatre
(roughly 2-3 pm) and in The Glass
Room (roughly 3-5 pm). Entrance to
the museum for this event will be by

the "Loblaws" entrance, which is on
the south side of the building, near the
old Planetarium. We'll be letting peo-
ple in from 1 pm onward.  

We are encouraging as many people
as possible who have pre-purchased
the atlas to pick up their copy at one
of the launches. In fact, if you’re able
to attend and can pick up copies for
friends or family who have already
purchased them also that would be
much appreciated. By picking up your
copy at the launch, you will ensure
you receive your copy at the earliest
possible opportunity.

If you are planning on attending one
of the launches, please RSVP by
sending an e-mail indicating which
event you'll be attending to
atlas@uoguelph.ca. We also need to
know how many copies of the atlas to
bring so please let us know if you are
going to pick up a copy (or copies)
for yourself or friends. At the launch-
es, you’ll need to have the names of
the people for whom you are picking
up the books, and you’ll have to sign

for the books, so we don’t later send
out books that have already been
picked up.

Books will be on sale at the event at
the regular retail price of $92.50 plus
GST (cash or cheque only), and there
will be opportunities to get books
signed.

We would like to include in  the
events a continuous loop slide show
focusing on atlassers and atlassing
(including workshops, square-bashes,
owling, etc.), and of course, some of
the photos from the book. If you have
photos that we could use, please e-
mail the original(s) or something
close to original size, as we may have
to do some cropping to fit them into
the show. Send them to
atlas@uoguelph.ca.

These events should be great fun, and
a chance to celebrate what we’ve
accomplished and meet other folks
like yourself who helped make it hap-
pen. Hope to see you there!
- Mike  Cadman  and Rebecca  Harrold
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Count Day: December 26, 2007

On a cool - 4 degrees C, relatively calm but foggy morning, 88 participants set out to count birds in the field, at the lake,
or at their birdfeeders. The temperature settled in for most of the day – 2 degrees C. There was hoar frost on the pines
and the tall weeds, and it was tricky underfoot on some of the woodland trails. In parts of the outlying areas, it was too
foggy to see birds in flight. At the lake, counters had difficulty determining the numbers of ducks, as they were scattered
over the lake, with many too far out to be counted and identified.

The total of birds counted was 64,054 which is below the last ten year average of 70,228.

Thanks to the influx of some of the northern finches, we broke the old individual species count record of 102 set in 2004
by one, so the new individual count record now stands at 103.

It is obvious that many of the common woodland and garden species are becoming even more common, with new record
counts for the following species……..

Old Record       New Record                                                 

Mourning Dove                       1,507                   2,052     

Black-capped Chickadee          2,109                   2228

Northern Cardinal 598                     672

Red-breasted Nuthatch 81                       98                              

American Goldfinch 1,005                  1,082                             

Red-bellied Woodpecker 33                        47                            

Downy Woodpecker 288                      323

The number of Hoary Redpolls counted this year ( 5 ) broke the 
old record of ( 1 ) set in 1993.

The 2007 Hamilton Christmas Bird Count Results
by Tom Thomas

Eastern Bluebird. Both photos in this article by Tom Thomas.
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On the lake and inland waters we broke count records for the following……

Old Record     New Record

Trumpeter Swan                                106                  162     

Mute Swan 85                    89   

Mallard x American Black Duck 44                    48

Red-breasted Merganser 285                  331

Hooded Merganser 48                    70 

Iceland Gull 7                     9

Lesser Black-backed Gull 1                     2

There were low counts for the following species………American Crow, Horned Lark, Snow Bunting, Brown-headed
Cowbird, Purple Finch, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Northern Pintail, Greater Scaup, Canvasback, and Redhead.

We missed on the Wood Duck, and American Wigeon.  Evening Grosbeak was reported as the only count week species.

The count statistics are as follows:

Counters in the field - 77
Feeder watchers - 10
Owling Parties - 5
Total participants - 86
Number of hours feeder watching –53
Number of hours owling- 6.5
Number of hours walking – 154.75
Number of hours of daytime driving – 59.35
Total party hours – 273.6
Distance driven – 1048.2
Distance walked owling –1.5 km
Distance walked daytime –196 km
Total party distance –1279.7 km

The individual species counts are seen 
in the tables on the following pages.
(Average refers to average count over 
the last ten years)

Birds seen in count week but not on 
December 26th: Evening Grosbeak.

Winter Wood Duck.
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Species
2007

Count Comments
Red-throated Loon 1

Common Loon 4 Above average - 2
Pied-billed Grebe 2 Average - 2
Red-necked Grebe 7 Above average - 2

Double-crested Cormorant 56 Above average - 24
Great Blue Heron 5 Average - 6

Black-crowned Night-Heron 1 Average - 3
Trumpeter Swan 162 New record high – average - 48
Canada Goose 6,269 Average - 5,439

Mute Swan 89 New record high – average - 70
Gadwall 52 Below average - 83
Mallard 3,835 Below average- 4,420

American Black Duck 402 Average - 409
American Black Duck x

Mallard 48 New record high – average - 6
Northern Shoveler 47 Average - 43
Northern Pintail 10 Below average - 39

Green-winged Teal 36 Above average - 29
Canvasback 22 Well below average - 200

Redhead 4 Well below average -77
Ring-necked Duck 82 Average - 63

Greater Scaup 2,151 Well below average - 8,943
Lesser Scaup 1,238 Below average 1,876
King Eider 1 Average - 1
Surf Scoter 132 Above average - 83

White-winged Scoter 704 Well above average -346
Black Scoter 4 Below average – 11

Long-tailed Duck 7,118 Average - 7,752
Bufflehead 598 average - 587

Common Goldeneye 2,022 Well below average - 3,230
Hooded Merganser 70 New record high – average 48

Common Merganser 1,405 Above average - 1,160
Red-breasted Merganser 331 New record high - average - 126

Ruddy Duck 602 Well above average - 259
“Duck” species 5,001 Average – 2,480

Bald Eagle 4 Average - 2
Northern Harrier 3 Average - 2

Sharp-shinned Hawk 14 Average - 12
Cooper’s Hawk 16 Equal record high – average 9

Northern Goshawk 1 Average - 1
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 Average - 1

Red-tailed Hawk 127 Above average - 114
Rough-legged Hawk 2 Average - 2

American Kestrel 15 Average - 19
Merlin 3 Average - 1

Peregrine Falcon 4 Average - 2
Ring-necked Pheasant 2 Average - 1

Wild Turkey 19 Average - 13
American Coot 119 Average – 98
Ring-billed Gull 1,637 Below average – 1,928

Herring Gull 1,197 Below average – 1,378
Iceland Gull 9 New record high - average - 2
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Glaucous Gull 19 Above average - 9
Lesser Black-backed Gull 2 New record high – average - 1
Great Black-backed Gull 99 Average - 104

“Gull “ species 21 Average 27
Rock Pigeon 1946 Above average – 1,764

Mourning Dove 2052 New record high - average - 936
Eastern Screech Owl 17 Average - 18
Great Horned Owl 2 Below average - 6
Belted Kingfisher 4 Average - 6

Red-bellied Woodpecker 47 New record high – Average - 11
Downy Woodpecker 323 New record high - average - 169
Hairy Woodpecker 119 Well above average - 52
Northern Flicker 8 Below average - 12

Pileated Woodpecker 7 Average - 6
Woodpecker “species” 3 Average - 1

Northern Shrike 8 Above average - 3
Blue Jay 376 Above average - 298

American Crow 632 Well below average – 2,187
Horned Lark 1 Well below average - 30

Black-capped Chickadee 2,228 New record high - average – 1,442
Red-breasted Nuthatch 98 New record high – average - 32

White-breasted Nuthatch 285 2nd highest count – average- 160
Brown Creeper 10 Below average - 16
Carolina Wren 30 Well above average - average - 14
Winter Wren 8 Average - 9

Golden-crowned Kinglet 18 Below average - 37
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1

Eastern Bluebird 41 Above average - 23
Hermit Thrush 5 Average - 3

American Robin 369 Below average - 449
Northern Mockingbird 29 Above average - 22

European Starling 11,388 Well below average – 16,272
Cedar Waxwing 344 Average - 324

Yellow-rumped Warbler 3 Average - 1
American Tree Sparrow 786 Above average - 457

Song Sparrow 25 Below average - 38
Swamp Sparrow 4 Average - 6

White-throated Sparrow 45 Below average - 73
White-crowned Sparrow 37 Well above average - 9

Dark-eyed Junco 1,404 Above average – 1,053
Snow Bunting 14 Well below average – 94

Northern Cardinal 672 New record high - average - 523
Red-winged Blackbird 2 Below average - 5

Common Grackle 1 Average - 1
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 Well below average - 40

Pine Grosbeak 84 Only 3 counted in the last 10 years
Purple Finch 3 Below average - 5
House Finch 470 Below average - 523

Common Redpoll 378 Well above average - 23

Hoary Redpoll 5
New record high – Not counted in

the last 10 years
Pine Siskin 85 Well above average - 22

American Goldfinch 1,082 New record high – average 515
“Finch” species 43 Above average - 1
House Sparrow 2,639 Well above average - 1,998

2007 Participants:
James Anderson, Jacob Bruxer,
Barrie Boatman, Mary Booker, Peter
Booker, Mike Boyd, Hazel Broker,
Fran Bullock, Wayne Bullock, Albert
Butwick, Evelyn Butwick, Lorenzo
Campanelli, Ann Campanelli,
Geovanni Campanelli, Ezra
Campanelli, Sue Carson, Melanie
Cave, Jerry Chapple, Nina Chapple,
Stephen Cheesman, Sandy Clay,
Michael Clark, Mark Cranford, Tim
Cranford, Bill Crins, Tom Crooks,
Bob Curry, Martin Daly, Jeni Darling,
Sandy Darling, Ewout Degelder,
Edward Dinniwell, Rob Dobos, Dave
Don, Dave Donn, Jim Dowall, Brian
Drown, Cheryl Edgecombe, Kathy
Evans, Lois Evans, Russ Evans,
Christian Friis, Denys Gardiner,
Helga Gerhardt, Jeff Gilbreath, Bob
Healy, Bill Hudson, Kyna Intini,
Mark Jennings, Jean Johnson, Ian
Jolliffe, Tim King, Bill Lamond,
Joyce Lister, Julie Liptuk, Rick
Ludkin, Stuart Mackenzie, Kevin
McLaughlin, Don McLean, Gord
McNulty, John Millman, Brian
Mishell, Dolores Mishell, Frank
Morley, George Naylor, John
Olmsted, Bill Read, David Restivo,
Orv Reynolds, Michael Rowlands,
Peter Scholtens, Caleb Scholtens,
Alfred Senior, Glenda Slessor, Obbe
Smit, Bill Smith, Bob Stamp, Mike
Street, Neil Taylor, Tom Thomas,
Herman VanBarneveld Rob
Waldhuber, Katie West, Angie
Williams, Ken Williams, Ross Wood,
Brian Wylie, Dan Wylie.

If I have forgotten anyone, please
contact me.

Regards
Tom Thomas – Compiler
January 13, 2008
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A generous donation of shares has
laid the foundation for the future pro-
tection of another HNC nature sanctu-
ary. The HNC recently received a
generous gift of shares from the
Estate of Anita Buchin valued at
$18,525.  Further gifts of shares from
the estate are planned over the next
three years and will be held by the
Club and designated as the Anita
Dutka-Buchin Memorial Trust. In the
short-term, dividends earned from the
shares will be used to support the
management and maintenance of our
nature sanctuaries. After the last share
donation, the HNC will use funds
from the sale of the shares towards
the acquisition and long-term protec-
tion and management of a new nature
sanctuary to be named the Anita
Dutka-Buchin Nature Sanctuary. 

Anita Buchin was born in 1911 in a
small village in Poland of peasant
parentage. In 1922 she immigrated to
Fort William (Thunder Bay) with her
brother and mother, reuniting the fam-
ily with her father who had come to
Canada in 1912 and served in the
Canadian army in the First World
War. 

Anita was the typical hard working
immigrant woman, living for her fam-
ily and never being fully appreciated
by the outside world, or given the
opportunity to shine in their own
right.  The Anita Dutka-Buchin
Memorial Trust honours the many
immigrant women who made very

important unrecognized contributions
to Canada; hard working, unsung
heroes whose selfless efforts made
better lives for their families and
helped build our society. 

The HNC board has expressed its
deep gratitude to the estate trustee and
family of Anita Buchin for entrusting
us with this wonderful gift. We look
forward to their joining us in celebrat-
ing the creation of the Anita Dutka-
Buchin Nature Sanctuary in a few
years.  In the meantime, our
Sanctuary Land Trust Committee will
be identifying suitable properties to
become the new nature sanctuary.

This donation is a great example of
the kind of planned giving that can
establish a permanent legacy for
nature and for future generations,
while maximizing the donor’s ability
to give through taking advantages of
tax savings opportunities. Under
recent changes to the Income Tax Act,
donors who have stock, bonds or
mutual fund units can now donate
these securities directly to a charitable
organization such as the HNC and not
be subject to capital gains taxation on
the increase in value of these securi-
ties since their purchase. Utilizing this
approach can provide for significant
tax savings. For example, for a dona-
tion of $20,000 worth of mutual fund
units or shares originally purchased at
a cost of $8,000; the additional tax
savings from donating shares or fund
units directly, as opposed to selling

the shares and donating the cash,
would be $2,700, based on a com-
bined federal-provincial marginal tax
rate of 45%.  Actual results vary
depending on marginal tax rates, but
this is an attractive option for many
donors.  

There are several kinds of planned
gifts that have the potential to provide
significant tax savings for donors. The
HNC is working to develop a new
brochure on donation options and will
be sharing this with all members. In
the interim, if you would like more
information on donation options
please contact Alan Ernest at 905 689-
9466 or land@hamiltonnature.org 

The Anita Dutka-Buchin Memorial Trust – A Legacy for Nature
by Alan Ernest

Please mark your calendars.
The Hamilton Odonate Count
will take place on Sat. July 12,

2008 (rain date is Sun. July
13th).  Meet Brenda Van Ryswyk

in the parking lot of the little
church on the south side of

Concession 8 West  at Kirkwall
Road in Kirkwall at 9am.  

We are in special need of those
with expertise in identifying

damselflies.  Beginners are welcome.
If possible, bring nets, field

guides, binoculars, hand magnifiers,
and digital cameras.

Advance Notice
Hamilton 2008 
Odonate Count
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Legend:
* - first occurrence for the year
F - first occurrence for the

migration
L - last occurrence for the

migration
HSA - Hamilton Study Area
terr. - territorial bird
SM - singing male

Plumages, etc.:
m. - male
f. - female
ad. - adult
ba. - basic
alt. - alternate
imm. - immature
juv. - juvenile
1st yr. - first year

Counties/Regions/Cities:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2007 to October 31: 277.  Underlined species or dates require docu-
mentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee.  Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird
Records Committee.  For species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed.  For all other species, only highlights are
listed.  Note that the species order follows the most recent American Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements.

Observers: Alf Adamo (AA), Anne Anthony (AAn), Jim Anderson (JA), Sheila Bowslaugh (SBo), Karen Cedar (KC), Barb
Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Jim Cram (JC), Sandy Darling (SD), Martin Daly (MD), Rob Dobos (RD), Andrew
Don (AD), Dave R. Don (DD), Laina Don (LD), Dave K. Donn (DKD), Eileen Dotson (ED), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Denys
Gardiner (DG), Jim Heslop (JH), Brandon Holden (BH), Eric Holden (EH), George Holland (GH), Mark Jennings (MJ), Jean
Johnson (JJ), Graham Jones (GJ), Joan Kotanen (JKo), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Julie Liptak (JLk),
Joyce Litster (JLi), Doug Mannen (DMn), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Gord McNulty (GMN), John Millman (JMi), Bill Morden
(BMo), Robert Nixon (RN), Dan Olech (DO), Karen Olech (KO), Paul Pratt (PP), Rick Rolland (RR), Paul Smith (PS),
Robert Stamp (RS), Tom Thomas (TT), Linda Thrower (LT), John Vesprini (JV), Rob Waldhuber  (RW), Angie Williams
(AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Brian Wylie (BW), many observers (m.obs.).

Noteworthy Bird Records October 2007
by Rob Dobos

Greater White-fronted Goose#: One SW of Peters
Corners [HM] Oct 22*-24 (BH; m.obs.).
Snow Goose#: One white morph at Dundas Marsh [HM]
Oct 9 F (CE); two white morph,one blue morph at Bronte
Harbour [HL] Oct 11 (MJ); two white morph SW of Peters
Corners Oct 24-25 (CE;DD), and three there Oct 27 (RD).
Brant#: One off Van Wagners Beach [HM] Oct 16 *
(BCh,DD), and four there Oct 25 (CE et al.); one off Green
Rd [HM] Oct 25 (DG).
Cackling Goose#: One at Bronte Harbour Oct 1 F (MJ);
one at Christie C.A. [HM] Oct 25 (RD).
Bar-headed Goose: One escapee at Fifty Point C.A.
[HM/NG] Oct 8 (GH).
Wood Duck: Six past Van Wagners Beach Oct 25 (RD).
Gadwall: 74 at Dundas Hydro Pond [HM] Oct 22 (RD). 
American Wigeon: 12 at Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 2 (CE),
and 32 there Oct 22 (RD); 165 at Mountsberg C.A.
[WL/HM] Oct 6 (RD); 20 past Van Wagners Beach Oct 7

(RD); 17 at Coronation Park, Oakville [HL] Oct 13 (MJ); 73
at N Shore of Cootes Paradise [HM] Oct 19 (DD); 41 at
Dundas Marsh Oct 24 (JH).
Blue-winged Teal: Two at Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 2
(CE); six at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6 (RD); one past Van
Wagners Beach Oct 7 (RD et al.).
Northern Shoveler: Four at Windermere Basin [HM] Oct 3
(RD); 17 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [NG] Oct 21 (KM); 20
at Valley Inn [HL] Oct 23 (BMo).
Northern Pintail: Six at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6 (RD); 21
past Van Wagners Beach Oct 7 (RD et al.); 13 at Dundas
Marsh Oct 20 (RD et al.); nine off Grays Rd [HM] Oct 24
(KM).
Green-winged Teal: 150 at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6 (RD);
20 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Oct 21 (KM); 70 at Valley
Inn Oct 21 (RD); 34 at Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 22 (RD);
25 off Grays Rd Oct 24 (KM).
Canvasback: One f. at Binbrook C.A. [HM] Oct 23 F (BH).
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Redhead: 20 at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6 (RD); one m. off
Bronte Harbour Oct 13-17 (MJ); nine at Grimsby Sewage
Ponds Oct 21 (KM).
Ring-necked Duck: Five at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6 (RD).
Greater Scaup: 45 off Van Wagners Beach Oct 7 (RD et
al.).
Lesser Scaup: 26 at NE Shore of Harbour [HM] Oct 22
(RD).
Surf Scoter: One off Van Wagners Beach Oct 16 F (RD et
al.); 550 off Green Rd Oct 31 (KM) provided a new record
high count for the HSA.
White-winged Scoter: 18 off Van Wagners Beach Oct 7
(RD et al.), and 1400 there Oct 15 (RD).
Black Scoter: One f. off Van Wagners Beach Oct 16 F
(DD et al.); 40 off Green Rd Oct 31 (KM).
Long-tailed Duck: 14 off Van Wagners Beach Oct 7 F
(RD et al.), and 200 there Oct 15 (RD); 500 off L.P. Sayers
Park [HM] Oct 24 (KM).
Bufflehead: Two f. at Flamborough Downs [HM] Oct 27 F
(RD).
Common Goldeneye: 30 off L.P. Sayers Park Oct 26 F
(KM).
Common x Barrow’s Goldeneye hybrid#: One m. off
L.P. Sayers Park Oct 31 F (KM).
Hooded Merganser: Three at Desjardins Canal, Dundas
[HM] Oct 4 (RD); 10 at NE Shore of Harbour Oct 26 (RD);
four at Van Wagners Ponds [HM] Oct 31 (RD).
Common Merganser: 200 on Lakeshore from Van
Wagners Beach to Fifty Point C.A. [HM/NG] Oct 25 (JH).
Red-breasted Merganser: 35 off Van Wagners Beach Oct
7 F (RD et al.).
Ruddy Duck: 33 at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6 (RD); two at
Great Lakes Blvd Stormwater Pond, Bronte [HL] Oct 11
(MJ); 55 off Woodland Cemetery [HM] Oct 21 (MJ,JKo;
RD); six at Tollgate Pond [HM] Oct 25 (RD).
Ruffed Grouse#: One at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 [HM]
Oct 11-31 (PS).
Wild Turkey#: Three at York & Valley Rds, Dundas [HM]
Oct 20 (SD).
Red-throated Loon#: Two off Van Wagners Beach Oct 16
(RD et al.); two over Dundas Marsh Oct 20 (RD et al.); two
off L.P. Sayers Park (KM) and three off Fifty Point C.A.
(BH,EH) Oct 24; three past Woodland Cemetery Oct 28
(RD et al.).
Common Loon: 20 off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 6 (KM); three
on Hamilton Harbour Oct 16 (RD); two over Dundas Marsh
Oct 20 (RD et al.); about 100 off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 24
(BH,EH).
Pied-billed Grebe: One at Valley Inn Oct 1 (TT); 12 at
Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6 (RD); one on Harbour off LaSalle
Marina [HM] Oct 6 (TT et al.); two at Desjardins Canal,
Dundas Oct 13-31 (JJ). 
Horned Grebe: Nine off Van Wagners Beach Oct 15 (RD);
three off Fifty Rd [HM] Oct 21 (KM); three at Binbrook C.A.

Oct 23 (BH).
Red-necked Grebe: 30 off Shoreacres [HL] Oct 17
(RD,CE); one off L.P. Sayers Park Oct 24 (KM); one off
Woodland Cemetery Oct 28 (RD et al.).
American White Pelican#: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 1-
21L (TT; m.obs.).
Double-crested Cormorant: 460 at PetroCanada Pier,
Bronte [HL] Oct 19 (MJ).
American Bittern#: One in a yard at Lake Ave, Stoney
Creek [HM] Oct 1-2 (JV fide GMN); one at Fifty Point C.A.
Oct 25 L (JH).
Great Blue Heron: 15 at Smithville Sewage Ponds [NG]
Oct 17 (DD); 30 at Dundas Marsh Oct 29 (JH).
Great Egret#: Two at Binbrook C.A. Oct 2 (KM); two at
Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 2 (CE), and one there Oct 21
(JA); one at Valley Inn Oct 6 (TT et al.), and one there Oct
21-29 (RD;BMo); seven at Dundas Marsh Oct 8 (RD).
Cattle Egret#: Two ad. at Hwy 5 & Woodhill Rd [HM] Oct
27F-31 (RD; m.obs.).
Green Heron: One at Bronte Marsh [HL] Oct 7 L (MJ).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Three juv. at Van Wagners
Ponds Oct 18 (CE,DD); one at Valley Inn Oct 26 (RD).
WHITE-FACED IBIS#: One ad. at Dundas Hydro Pond
Oct 19*-21 (DKD; m.obs.) provided the first record and
387th species for the HSA.
Turkey Vulture: 119 past Woodland Cemetery on Oct 28
(RD et al.).
Osprey: One at Valley Inn Oct 29 (BMo). 
Bald Eagle#: One ad. at Dundas Marsh Oct 1 (TT); one
imm. at Binbrook C.A. Oct 3 (JH,RS); one ad. at
Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6 (RD); one juv. over McMaster
University [HM] Oct 25 (MD).
Northern Goshawk#: One at Woodland Cemetery Oct 20
F (DD), and one juv. there Oct 28 (DD,JC); one at
Websters Falls [HM] Oct 22 (BH); one at Olympic Arena,
Dundas [HM] Oct 24 (JH); one imm. at Central Park,
Burlington [HL] Oct 24 (JA).
Red-shouldered Hawk: One past Woodland Cemetery
Oct 21 F (RD), and 33 there Oct 28 (RD et al.); two over
Websters Falls Oct 25 (BH).
Broad-winged Hawk: One at Woodland Cemetery Oct 20
L (DD).
Red-tailed Hawk: One dark morph calurus at N Service
Rd, Aldershot [HL] mid-Oct (TT); 184 past Woodland
Cemetery Oct 28 (RD et al).
Rough-legged Hawk: One over Websters Falls (BH) and
one over Stoney Creek [HM] (RW) Oct 25 F; one at
Windermere Basin Oct 27 (DD).
Golden Eagle#: One juv. over Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 21
F (PP,KC); one juv. over Dundas Marsh Oct 24 (DKD); one
juv. at Woodland Cemetery Oct 28 (DD,JC).
Merlin#: One at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6 (RD); two at
Central Park, Burlington Oct 17 (JA); one past Woodland
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Cemetery Oct 21 (RD,JH,CE), and one there Oct 28 (DD);
one at Websters Falls Oct 25 (BH); one at Maple Ave,
Burlington [HL] Oct 27 (RD). 
Peregrine Falcon#: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 2 (BCh);
one at Hwy 20, Elfrida [HM] Oct 2 (PS); one juv. at
Windermere Basin Oct 3 (RD); one at Fifty Point C.A. Oct
6 (KM); birds at Van Wagners Beach: 1juv. –Oct 6 (TT et
al.), 1ad. –Oct 7 (RD et al.), 1 –Oct 18 (CE,DD); one at
Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 7 and Oct 11 (JA), and Oct 20
(BCh et al.); one at Kerncliff Park [HL] Oct 10 (RD,CE);
one at Burlington Lift Bridge [HM/HL] Oct 15-29 (RD); one
over Central Park, Burlington Oct 17 (JA); one at
Woodland Cemetery Oct 21 (MJ,JKo); one at Bronte
Harbour Oct 24 (MJ).
Sora#: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 2-6L (CE; RD).
American Coot: 52 at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6 (RD); two at
Dundas Marsh Oct 20 (RD); eight off Woodland Cemetery
(RD,JH,CE) and six at Valley Inn (RD,JC) Oct 21; 25 at
LaSalle Marina Oct 26 (RD).
Black-bellied Plover: Three at Binbrook C.A. Oct 2 (KM);
one at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6 (RD); four at Dundas Marsh
Oct 20 L (RD et al.).
American Golden-Plover#: One ad.,one juv. at Hwy 52 S
of Peters Corners Oct 25 L (RD).
Semipalmated Plover: Two at Windermere Basin Oct 3-
6L (RD; m.obs.).
Killdeer: 95 at Binbrook C.A. Oct 2 (KM); 25 at
Windermere Basin Oct 15 (RD); 55 at Grimsby Sewage
Ponds Oct 17-21 (DD; KM); 34 at Valley Inn Oct 21
(RD,JC).
Spotted Sandpiper: One at LaSalle Marina Oct 6 (TT et
al.); one at Valley Inn Oct 11 L (TT).
Solitary Sandpiper: One at Windermere Basin Oct 6-17
(TT et al.; DD); one juv. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Oct 21
L (KM).
Greater Yellowlegs: Six at Great Lakes Blvd Stormwater
Pond Oct 7 (MJ); four at Windermere Basin Oct 15 (RD);
11 at Smithville Sewage Ponds Oct 17 (DD); nine at
Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 23 (RD et al.).
Lesser Yellowlegs: Five at Binbrook C.A. Oct 2 (KM); 10
at Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 2 (CE); 30 at Windermere
Basin Oct 3 (RD); 20 at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6 (RD); 26 at
Smithville Sewage Ponds Oct 17 (DD).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Four juv. at Dundas Marsh Oct
5 (KM); one at Windermere Basin Oct 15 (RD); one at
Smithville Sewage Ponds Oct 17 L (DD).
Least Sandpiper: Three at Binbrook C.A. Oct 2 (KM); six
at Windermere Basin Oct 3 (RD), and three there Oct 17 L
(DD); two at Smithville Sewage Ponds Oct 17 L (DD).
Baird’s Sandpiper#: Four at Windermere Basin Oct 3-6L
(RD; m.obs.); one juv. at Dundas Marsh Oct 5 (KM).
Pectoral Sandpiper: Two at Binbrook C.A. Oct 2 (KM);
three at Windermere Basin Oct 3 (RD); 14 at Mountsberg
C.A. Oct 6 (RD); 27 at Smithville Sewage Ponds Oct 17

(DD); four at Dundas Marsh Oct 20 (RD et al.); four at
Valley Inn Oct 21 (RD,JC).
Dunlin: Two at Binbrook C.A. Oct 2 (KM); seven at
Windermere Basin Oct 17 (DD); 22 at Dundas Marsh Oct
7 (DD); 14 at Smithville Sewage Ponds Oct 17 (DD).
Stilt Sandpiper: One at Windermere Basin Oct 3 (RD);
two at Valley Inn Oct 11 L (TT).
Long-billed Dowitcher#: Three juv. at Binbrook C.A. Oct
2-3 (KM; JH,RS); one juv. at Windermere Basin Oct 3-6L
(RD; m.obs.).
Wilson’s Snipe: One at Windermere Basin Oct 6 (TT et
al.); four at Smithville Sewage Ponds Oct 17 (DD).
Wilson’s Phalarope#: One at Windermere Basin Oct 13*-
15L (AD; m.obs.).
Red-necked Phalarope#: One at Van Wagners Ponds
Oct 6 L (TT et al.).
Franklin’s Gull#: One 1st ba. at Dundas Marsh Oct 1-5
(TT; m.obs.), and two there Oct 6-9L (KWi,AWi,DMn;
m.obs.).
Bonaparte’s Gull: 13 off Van Wagners Beach Oct 16 (RD
et al.); birds on Oct 21: 550 –Fifty Rd (KM), 60 –Dundas
Marsh (MJ,JKo), 40 –Van Wagners Beach (DL,GL).
Thayer’s Gull#: One juv. off Confederation Park [HM] Oct
24 F (KM); one ad. off Winona Rd [HM] Oct 31 (BH,EH).
Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One juv. off L.P. Sayers
Park/Green Rd and later at Van Wagners Beach Oct 24
(KM; BH,EH); one ad. at Hwy 5 W of Orkney Rd [HM] Oct
28 (BH); one 2nd ba. off Winona Rd and another 2nd ba.
at Dundas Marsh Oct 31 (BH,EH).
Sabine’s Gull#: One juv. off Van Wagners Beach Oct 16
(DD et al.), and one there Oct 25 L (CE et al.).
Black-legged Kittiwake#: Birds (all juvs.) off Van
Wagners Beach: 2 –Oct 7 (RD et al.), 1 –Oct 16 (RD et
al.), 1 –Oct 25 (CE et al.).
Common Tern: Six off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 6 (KM); one
juv. off Van Wagners Beach Oct 7 L (RD et al.).
Tern species: A possible Arctic Tern was off Fruitland Rd
[HM] Oct 24 (BH,EH).
Pomarine Jaeger#: Two juv. off Van Wagners Beach Oct
16 * (DD et al.); one juv. off Fruitland Rd Oct 24 (BH,EH).
Parasitic Jaeger#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 2 –Oct
7 (RD et al.), 2ad. –Oct 16 (DD et al.), 1ad. –Oct 24
(BH,EH), 2 –Oct 25 (CE et al.); one juv. off Grays Rd Oct
24 (KM).
Jaeger species#: Three off Van Wagners Beach Oct 16
(DD et al.).
Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at Burloak Park [HL] Oct 13
L (MJ).
Short-eared Owl#: One off Van Wagners Beach Oct 16 F
(RD et al.), and one there Oct 25 (CE et al.).
Northern Saw-whet Owl#: One at Fairview St & Walkers
Line [HL] Oct 19 F flew into a window (fide RR); birds at
Fifty Point C.A.: 1 –Oct 21 (KWi,AWi), 2 –Oct 24 (BH,EH),



The Wood Duck February 2008
page 130

1 –Oct 31 (BH,EH); one at Bronte Woods [HL] Oct 24
(DO,KO).
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Shoreacres Oct 1
(RD,CE); one at Joya Place, Dundas [HM] Oct 6 L (JA).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at Woodland Cemetery
Oct 21 L (RD,JH,CE).
Northern Shrike#: One past Woodland Cemetery (RD et
al.) and one at Woodhill Rd & Hwy 5 (JLk) Oct 28 F.
Blue-headed Vireo: One at PetroCanada Pier Oct 23 L
(MJ).
Philadelphia Vireo: One at Shoreacres Oct 1 L (RD,CE).
Red-eyed Vireo: One at Shoreacres Oct 17 L (RD,CE).
Cliff Swallow: One at Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 23 L
(BW,BC).
CAVE SWALLOW#: One reported at Dundas Hydro Pond
Oct 23 * (JA; BW) would provide the third “record” for the
HSA.
Barn Swallow: Four at Dundas Marsh/Dundas Hydro
Pond Oct 8-24L (RD; m.obs.); one at Smithville Sewage
Ponds Oct 17 (DD).
Tufted Titmouse#: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 10 (DKD);
one at Thirty Mile Creek, Beamsville [NG] Oct 14 (SBo);
one at Woodland Cemetery Oct 20 (DD).
Red-breasted Nuthatch: 14 at Woodland Cemetery Oct
21 (RD,JH,CE).
Brown Creeper: Six at Woodland Cemetery Oct 21
(RD,JH,CE).
House Wren: One at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 8-18
(DD,CE).
Winter Wren: Eight at Shoreacres Oct 17 (RD,CE).
Marsh Wren#: One at Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 2 (CE);
one at Dundas Marsh Oct 2-6 (CE; RD).
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: 19 at Woodland Cemetery Oct 21
(RD,JH,CE); 16 at Shoreacres Oct 22 (CE).
Eastern Bluebird: Seven at a backyard birdbath near St.
George [BR] Oct 1 (RN); five at Olympic Arena, Dundas
Oct 21 (JA); 18 past Woodland Cemetery Oct 21
(RD,JH,CE), and 42 there Oct 28 (RD et al.); nine over
Central Park, Burlington Oct 24 (JA).
Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Bronte Harbour Oct 1
(MJ); one at Kerncliff Park Oct 10 L (RD,CE).
Swainson’s Thrush: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise
Oct 8 L (RD).
Hermit Thrush: Five at Kerncliff Park Oct 10 (RD,CE); six
at Shoreacres Oct 17 (RD,CE).
Wood Thrush: One at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 8 L (DD).
Gray Catbird: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise and
one at Olympic Arena, Dundas Oct 8 (RD).
American Pipit: Ten SW of Peters Corners Oct 25 (RD).
Cedar Waxwing: 200 at Valley Inn Oct 27 (RD).
Orange-crowned Warbler#: One at Valley Inn Oct 1 (TT);
two at Dundas Marsh Oct 4 (DKD); one at Van Wagners
Ponds Oct 6 (TT et al.); two at Great Lakes Blvd &
Rebecca St [HL] Oct 13 (MJ); one at Olympic Arena,

Dundas Oct 20 (RD); one at Bronte Oct 22 (MJ); one at
Fifty Point C.A. Oct 31 (BH,EH).
Nashville Warbler: One at Burloak Woods Oct 22 (MJ).
Northern Parula: One at Bronte Harbour Oct 3 L (MJ).
Yellow Warbler: One at Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 22 L
(RD).
Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at N Shore of Cootes
Paradise Oct 19 L (DD).
Cape May Warbler#: One m. at Van Wagners Beach Oct
6 L (DD).
Black-throated Blue Warbler: One f. at Bronte Harbour
Oct 23 L (MJ).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: 25 at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 6
(RD); 25 at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Oct 8 (RD); 59 at
Bronte Oct 13 (MJ); 60 past Woodland Cemetery Oct 21
(RD,JH,CE).
Black-throated Green Warbler: One at Bronte Harbour
Oct 23 L (MJ).
Blackburnian Warbler: One at Coronation Park Oct 13 L
(MJ).
Pine Warbler: One at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 6 (TT et
al.).
Palm Warbler: One at Coronation Park Oct 20 L (MJ,DO).
Blackpoll Warbler: One at Bronte Harbour Oct 23-30L
(MJ). 
Black-and-white Warbler: One at Kerncliff Park Oct 10 L
(RD,CE).
American Redstart: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 4 L
(DKD).
Common Yellowthroat: One m. at Sheldon Creek, Bronte
[HL] Oct 15 (MJ).
Wilson’s Warbler: One at Van Wagners Beach Oct 5 L
(RD).
Scarlet Tanager: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 2 L (MD).
Eastern Towhee: One f. at Middletown Marsh [HM] Oct 12
F (BC); one f. at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 18 (DD,CE).
American Tree Sparrow: 12 at Fifty Point Oct 26 F (DD).
Chipping Sparrow: Four at N Shore of Cootes Paradise
Oct 8 (RD); 24 at McPherson Rd, Oakville [HL] Oct 22
(MJ).
Field Sparrow: Six at Kerncliff Park Oct 10 (RD,CE); one
at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 18 L (DD,CE).
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow#: Birds at Dundas Marsh:
1 –Oct 1 (TT), 2 –Oct 3-4 (DKD), 1 –Oct 5 (DD), 1 –Oct 9
(CE), 2 –Oct 10 (DKD), 3 –Oct 11 (JMi,GJ), 1 –Oct 21
(AAn et al.), 1 –Oct 24 L (JH; DKD); one at Dundas Hydro
Pond Oct 14 (TT).
Lincoln’s Sparrow: Three at Olympic Arena, Dundas Oct
8 (RD); one at Burloak Park Oct 20 L (MJ).
White-throated Sparrow: 15 at N Shore of Cootes
Paradise Oct 8 (RD); 10 at Shoreacres Oct 17 (RD,CE).
White-crowned Sparrow: 52 at Van Wagners Ponds Oct
8 (DD); 16 at McPherson Rd, Oakville Oct 22 (MJ).
Snow Bunting: Four at Van Wagners Beach Oct 22 F
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(JC), and two there Oct 25 (KM,JC); one past Green Rd
Oct 25 (DG); one at Princess Point Oct 29 (JH); 50 at Fifty
Point C.A. Oct 31 (BH,EH).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One at Shoreacres Oct 1
(RD,CE); one at Pleasant Valley, Dundas [HM] Oct 16 L
(JLi).
Indigo Bunting: One at Shoreacres Oct 1 L (RD,CE).
Red-winged Blackbird: 1525 past Woodland Cemetery
Oct 28 (RD et al.).
Eastern Meadowlark: One at Olympic Arena, Dundas Oct
8 L (RD).
Rusty Blackbird: 20 at Valley Inn Oct 1 (TT); 17 at
Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Oct 17 (PS); 60 at Dundas
Hydro Pond Oct 23 (RD et al.); 50 past Woodland
Cemetery Oct 28 (RD et al.).
Purple Finch: Two at Cartwright Nature Sanctuary [HM]
Oct 7 (DD,LD); four at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Oct 8
(RD); four at Olympic Arena, Dundas Oct 20 (RD); five at
Middletown Marsh Oct 21 (BC,RD); 38 past Woodland
Cemetery Oct 21 (RD,JH,CE), and 13 past there Oct 28
(RD et al.); five f. at Shell Park Oct 24 (MJ).
House Finch: 835 past Woodland Cemetery Oct 21
(RD,JH,CE).
White-winged Crossbill#: Two juv. at Canborough [HD]
Oct 14 F (LT).
Common Redpoll: Two at Fifty Point C.A. Oct 25 * (TT).
Pine Siskin: One at Sunrise Cres, Dundas [HM] Oct 12 *
(RD); 17 at Middletown Marsh Oct 15 (BC); 25 at Carlisle
[HM] Oct 16 (ED); 28 at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Oct 20
(PS); 16 past Woodland Cemetery Oct 28 (RD et al.).
Evening Grosbeak#: One f. at Middletown Marsh Oct 16
* (BC); one over Dundas Valley C.A. Oct 21 (BH); three at
Rock Chapel & Valley Rds [HM] Oct 25 (SD; DD); one
over Websters Falls Oct 26 (BH); one m. at Westover Rd
N of Conc 8 Oct 28 (PS).
Northern Red Bishop#: One m. escapee remained at
Olympic Arena, Dundas Oct 1-31 (JA; m.obs.).

Please send your bird records for Nov-Dec 2007 by Feb
10 to:  Rob Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H
3S1; ph: (905) 628-0297; e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca  

Calling All Contenders for the 2007 
Ross Thompson Trophy
by Arlene McCaw

This trophy, which dates back to 1939, has been awarded
intermittently over the years to the young Hamilton
Naturalists’ Club member who has seen the most species
of birds in the calendar year meeting the following criteria:

• The observer must NOT have reached his/her 18th
birthday during the year.
• The observer’s name, address, phone number and date of
birth must be submitted with the application.
• All birds must have been seen in the calendar year (i.e.,
January 1 to December 31, 2007, inclusive).
• All birds must have been seen in the Hamilton Study
Area (within 40km of Dundurn Castle, Hamilton, see map
provided on website).
• The submitted bird list must include the date of each
first sighting and location for each species. These may be
noted on the Checklist of the Birds of Hamilton available
at HNC meetings or on the list which can be downloaded
from the HNC website.
• The submitted lists will not be returned; observers
should ensure they have a duplicate set of records.
• The trophy may not be won more than twice by the same
observer.

Submissions are to be sent to:

Cheryl Edgecombe
Bird Study Group

378 Aurora Crescent
Burlington, ON

L7N 2A9. 
(905) 637-5923

The deadline for submissions is February 28, 2008.

The Bird Study Group organizing committee will review
the submissions; the trophy and a book prize will be
awarded at the March HNC general meeting.

Any club members knowing young birders who have
recorded their bird sightings for last year should encourage
them to enter the competition.
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Editor’s Note: I found this article to
be profoundly sad. Sensitive readers:
Beware! 

One evening while camping at
Mantario (a lake on the Manitoba-
Ontario border), I had occasion to
visit Wendy Loo, the nearest outhouse
to the cabin.  Once I was comfortable,
I decided to save my flashlight batter-
ies and, accordingly, lit a candle.

Immediately, a large moth which I
later thought to be an Apple Sphinx
(Sphinx gordius), appeared and inves-
tigated the flame, only to suffer struc-
tural damage to its forewings.  Now, I
have never been convinced that mem-
bers of Lepidoptera were aerodynami-
cally sound.  I have often wondered
how these creatures could possibly
cross Lake Erie where, while sailing,
my son and I have observed numbers
of monarchs in the middle of the lake.
In any case, I initially put down the
moth’s “ accident” to erratic flight.

With singed forewings, the moth
made a second foray toward  the
flame and this time, its discal cells
and more of its fore and hind wings,
including some venation, momentarily
inherited a bright glow.  The moth
immediately crash landed, its ability
to stay aloft quite impeded.  As if the
woeful wretch hadn’t suffered
enough, it literally walked over to the
base of the candle and ascended
toward the flame. 

It never got there.  Struck suddenly

with a bead of wax, it plunged to the
base of the candle.  I noticed that the
wax partially hid the moth’s head but
left the antennae uncovered and none
the worse for wear.  Surely, I thought,
this creature has had enough.  But no,
it proceeded once more to scale the
candle, dragging its abdomen, which
by this time was more of an impedi-
ment than an asset, although its spira-
cles (breathing apparatus) seemed to
be still functioning.

It nearly managed to reach the flame
before getting  hit with a huge glob of
hot wax, which gravitated it to the
base of the candle once more.  This
time it was mostly the undercarriage
that took the abuse, the wax congeal-
ing at least two of its legs together
however one of its antennae and half
of its face were affected. 

Although  it didn’t manifest itself
after this latest attempt in any outra-
geous vociferation , its actions belied
any sense of tranquility.  But undaunt-
ed, and with some innate instinctive
need to reach the light, it proceeded to
laboriously but inexorably drag itself
over to the candle and once more
attempted to reach the flame.  This
time, however, it didn’t get too far
before another bead of wax sent it
downwards.

The moth was now in poor condition:
just a ball of wax basically congealing
all its moveable parts – coxi,
trochanters, femurs, tibia, tarsi and
claws (it wings had disappeared some

time ago).  But again, incredibly, the
determined , sorrowful creature
dragged itself to the base of the can-
dle and, I don’t know how, managed
to start the long assent up the candle
with the inevitable outcome. After its
latest plunge, all it could do was
struggle in circles.  Unable to bear
any more of this sad spectacle, I gave
solace to this pathetic mess. 

I have been given to understand that
its first pass at the light was an
attempt to orient itself.  In any case,
the results were disastrous.  But its
subsequent actions taught me that
some creatures, no matter how
insignificant they may appear, strive
to overcome adversity.     

The Moth and The Flame
by George Holland

I have a complete set of Wood
Ducks from February 1970 to

date. I would like to donate this
full set, in exchange for a donation

to the HNC Sanctuary Fund.
Anyone interested in having this
whole collection please call me

(Ian Reid) at 905-628-8329. 

WOOD DUCKS!
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Birding and Botany Highlights in Japan
by Jocelyn Neysmith

Last spring was my final one in Japan,
and there were two small islands that
I wanted to visit before leaving.  The
first was Yakushima, located 60 km.
south of the southern tip of Kyushu
and just north of the Okinawa archi-
pelago. A large portion of Yakushima
(“shima” or “jima” meaning “island”
in Japanese) was designated a World
Natural Heritage Site in 1993.
Yakushima is basically round, with an
area of about 500 square kilometres,
and a circumference of 135 kilome-
tres.  Despite its small size, the
island’s many peaks rise steeply from
the sea, the highest being Mount
Miyanora at 1936 metres.  As you can
imagine, this creates quite a range of
vegetation communities, from sub-
tropical near the coast to sub-alpine
near the mountain summits.

Another distinct feature of Yakushima
is its abundant rainfall, with some
inland areas receiving 10 metres of
precipitation annually!  Even when
rain is not actually falling, the humidi-
ty is often so high that it seems almost
indistinguishable.

Though there are private vehicles,
particularly around the two main ports
on the east side of the island, it’s pos-
sible to reach most of the main natural
attractions and trailheads via public
bus. During my hikes (and from the
bus window on one occasion), I
enjoyed up-close views of the diminu-
tive Yakushima sika deer (Cervus nip-
pon yakushimae) and the playful

Yakushima macaque (Macaca fuscata
yakui), both of which are endemic.
There are also some 150 bird species,
15 species of reptiles and 8 of
amphibians, not to mention close to
2000 insect species on the island.

However, the main attraction is not
the fauna but the flora, of which there
are some 1900 species and subspecies,
including 94 endemics.  The conifer-
ous forest in the cool temperate zone
is characterised by Momi or Japanese
Fir (Abies firma), Southern Japanese
Hemlock (Tsuga sieboldii) and
Japanese cedar (Cryptomeria japoni-
ca), and it is the several-thousand-
year-old indigenous Japanese cedars
that people come to Yakushima to see.
The oldest of these are known by

individual names, and the granddaddy
of them all is the Jomon-sugi (“sugi”
meaning “cedar”), which is said to
date back to the Jomon period, 6000 -
7000 years ago. Three-thousand-year-
old Kigen sugi is almost 20 metres in
height, with a circumference at breast
height of about 8 metres, while
Buddha sugi, at about 1800 years old,
is the same girth but slightly taller. In
the company of such giants, all trees
younger than 1,000 years of age are
known as “kosugi”, or “small cedars”.

The second island on my list,
Hegurajima, was actually within my
own prefecture of Ishikawa, though
it’s a 2-hour, 45-kilometre ferry ride
north on the Sea of Japan.  Tiny
Hegurajima is roughly oval-shaped,

Yakushima Sika Deer by Jocelyn Neysmith.
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about 2 km. by 1 km., and flat.  It has
a cluster of fishermen’s homes, a
municipal building, a lighthouse, two
guesthouses and about 100 residents,
most of whom don’t spend the winter.
It’s the only place I visited in Japan
that didn’t have so much as a conven-
ience store!

For migrating land, shore and water-
birds, Hegurajima is a rest stop in the
middle of the sea. For birdwatchers,
its relatively sparse vegetation and
lack of any kind of intrusion (includ-
ing motor vehicles) make it a haven.
I was there during the spring migra-
tion, and all the other tourists were
Japanese birdwatchers who were
happy to share sightings and help
identify species (thank goodness for
scientific names)!  We saw cattle egret
(Bubulcus ibis), grey heron (Ardea
cinerea) and white (pied) wagtail
(Motacilla alba) in the open fields,
and spotted dusky thrush (Turdus nau-
manni), Japanese (grey) thrush
(Turdus cardis), eastern crowned war-
bler (Phylloscopus coronatus), blue-
and-white flycatcher (Cyanoptila
cyanomelana), narcissus flycatcher
(Ficedula narcissina) and Japanese

white-eye (Zosterops japonicus) hop-
ping about in the bushes.

Some of the other common species
we saw included black-tailed gull
(Larus crassirostris), barn swallow
(Hirundo rustica), Siberian rubythroat
(Luscinia calliope), Asian stonechat
(Saxicola maura), Oriental greenfinch
(Carduelis sinica), Eurasian siskin
(Carduelis spinus) and black-faced
bunting (Emberiza spodocephala).
We were also treated to views of a
few less commonly spotted species,
including Eurasian common moorhen
(Gallinule chloropus chloropus), sand
martin (Riparia riparia), red-rumped
swallow (Cecropis daurica or Hirundo
daurica), dusky warbler (Phylloscopus
fuscatus), Japanese grosbeak
(Eophona personata) and chestnut-
eared bunting (Emberiza fucata).

If you’re especially interested in
migrating birds on Hegurajima, check
out Focus on Nature Tours’ website
at:
http://www.focusonnature.com/Hegur
aIslandJapanFeature.htm
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JOIN THE BOARD - 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR
NEEDED!

Our Program Director, Jen Baker has
resigned her position in order to give
us more help with our Head-of-the-
Lake land trust work.
While Jen is continuing to help from
a non-Board position as temporary
Program Coordinator, we are now
searching urgently for a person whom
the Board can appoint to complete
Jen’s term as Program Director.  The

job consists of doing everything nec-
essary to arrange interesting and
smooth running monthly meetings for
our nine September to May meetings.
It includes arranging the room rental
dates, arranging for speakers for the
meetings, arranging for tables, audio-
visual equipment, lighting, thanking
speakers and anything else needed for
a well run meeting.  If you are inter-
ested in helping your club as Program
Director, please talk to President, Jim
Stollard at 905-634-3538 or e-mail
him at jjstollard@sympatico.ca.

The HNC would like o to extend
a warm welcome to the following

new members:

Carole Capling
Dave Donn

Jeremy Knapton
Tim Seburn

Marcie Jacklin
Tara Nelson
Donna White

WELCOME!
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Regular Meetings

Monday, February 11th, 7:30 p.m.

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens
680 Plains Rd. West
Burlington, Ontario

Your Garden Matters:
Understanding the role of

planted occurrences of
native plants in conserving
Carolinian floral diversity

David Morris, PhD Candidate 
Deptartment of Geography,

University of Waterloo

David’s academic interest is in the
conservation of floral diversity in settled

landscapes, particularly the Carolinian
zone. His passion, however, is for

Carolinian trees, which he grows on his
property near Jerseyville and his farm
along the Grand River near Brantford. 

Unfortunately, the nature and extent of
the planted populations of Carolinian
plants is poorly understood. Exploring
the nature of these planted occurrences
of native Carolinian species is part of

David’s on-going research.

Next Month
Monday, March 10th, 7:30 p.m.

Water Quality and
Source Water Protection

Dr. Bahar SM, P. Eng 
Conservation Halton

Sanct. Land Trust Commitee
Meetings: the third Tuesday of each
month, at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome!
Contact the sanctuary director for more
information.

Bird Study Group

Monday, February 18th, 2007

Location: Shaklee Canada
952 Century Drive, 
Burlington

7:00-7:30: Decaf shade-grown coffee 
and snacks

7:30-9:30: Meeting, in the gym.
Contact: Arlene McCaw

905 637-6004

This is an informal meeting featuring a
discussion of recent bird sightings, an
identification session and a workshop or
slides about some aspect of birding. If
you are a beginning birder, come out to
learn more about birds. If you are an
experienced birder, come out to share
your knowledge and enthusiasm.

This month: Sparrows
Presenter: Dr. Jim Rising

Next month: Monday, March 17th
Presenter: Phil Waggett
Topic: Bird Egg Identification

Events sponsored by the Hamilton
Naturalists' Club are led by volunteers.
The HNC assumes no responsibility for
injuries of any kind sustained by anyone
participating in any of these activities.
Minors must be accompanied by an adult.

Upcoming Events

Sunday, February 10, 2008
HAWKS AND OWLS OF SALTFLEET
Join leaders Ken and Angie Williams at
this traditional spot in Hamilton on 10th
Road East to view wintering hawks and
owls. Hike begins at 5:30 p.m. at the
tracks on 10th Road East at the Dofasco
Trail. This is an ideal spot to view
wintering Short-eared Owls. Contact
Ken & Angie Williams at (905) 547-8580

March 1 to May 15, 2008
NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH
This annual hawkwatch has been going
strong for over 30 years! The hawkwatch
takes place at Beamer C.A. just above
Grimsby on the Escarpment. It is the best
place in Ontario to see migrating raptors
in the spring. There is always someone
knowledgeable present to help with
identification. Contact Mike Street at
(905) 648-3737

Saturday, March 29, 2008
EARLY SPRING BIRDING
Join Rob Dobos for a birding outing
looking for early spring arrivals and
lingering wintering birds around the
Harbour, Lakeshore and Saltfleet areas.
Waterfowl, loons, grebes, raptors, sparrows
and a few others should be in store.
Bring a spotting scope and a lunch. Meet
at LaSalle Marina pier at the foot of
Waterdown Rd. in Aldershot at 8:00 a.m.
for car pooling. For more info contact Rob
at (905) 628-0297 or rdobos@cogeco.ca

Saturday, April 26, 2008
WALK THROUGH SPENCER GORGE
Join leader Frank Morley for this all
inclusive spring hike through one of our
unique areas of Hamilton. Meet at 9:00
a.m. at the west end of Park Street in
Dundas where it meets with Bond.
Uneven escarpment terrain is involved.
Hike runs until noon. Contact Frank
Morley at (905) 575-0668
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