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Autumn and Winter are wonderful times to get outside and take photos of wildlife.  For some handy tips on photographing birds,  See related
article, page 58. 
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BSG Meeting Summary - September 2010 

60 Years of Birding in the GTA with George Bryant
by Michael Rowlands

A new season of Bird Study Group
(BSG) meetings began at the
Burlington Seniors’ Centre on
Monday, September 20, 2010. 

To get things off to a good start, our
emcee Tom Crooks introduced the rest
of the BSG organizing committee –
George Holland (leader and HNC
director), Arlene McCaw, Frank
Morley, Diane Green, Mike Rowlands
and Cheryl Edgecombe. Helene and
Barney Dutka were acknowledged for
organizing the refreshments table for
the past several years and David Wood
of Wild Birds Unlimited was thanked
for donating the shade-grown coffee
for our monthly meetings. Anyone
with suggestions for topics or speakers
for future meetings should feel free to
approach any member of the BSG
organizing committee.

Next Jim Stollard, Past President of the
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club (HNC),
announced that it was time for people
to renew their memberships in the
HNC and that the Club was helping
with a Natural Areas Inventory (NAI)
in the city of Hamilton to be complet-
ed in 2013. Anyone wishing to volun-
teer with data entry, land owner con-
tacting, providing bird records, etc. can
contact Jim and he will put you in
touch with project coordinator Tonya
Martell. 

Bob Curry then introduced George
Bryant, the guest speaker for the
evening, a man he has known for 50

years and who is “one of the most
accomplished, complete naturalists in
Ontario.” Originally from Toronto,
George has spent the last 10 years in
the Hamilton area and was once editor
of The Wood Duck. George’s presenta-
tion was entitled “Sixty Years of
Birding in the Greater Toronto Area
(GTA) – Changes We Have Seen.”

George grew up in Toronto in the
fifties before television became popu-
lar and played mostly outdoors. He and
his friends often explored the ravines
and birded along the Don Valley, much
as Ernest Thompson Seton had in his
youth a few generations before him.
The first picture he showed us was of
himself and two other young boys
around a bonfire against a wall in one
of the ravines. 

To structure his observations over the
years, George had divided birds into
the following categories: the ugly, the
bad, the constants, the good, and the
miraculous.

Heading the “ugly” list in his opinion
is the Double-breasted Cormorant, a
bird that has clearly overpopulated our
area. He unabashedly feels they should
be bombed! Canada Geese are likewise
out of control, with over a billion birds
in Ontario, and the cause of at least 88
airstrikes in nearby New York state.
Culling them would ease the strain
they put on the environment. Mute
Swans have invaded Ontario from
New York state and reached a popula-

tion of 5,000 in Ontario, which George
feels is too many. Similarly, he is not
convinced that the Trumpeter Swan
was ever native in Ontario and belongs
out west, not in the GTA! Colonial
waterbirds, like the Ring-billed Gull,
are managed in places like Toronto, but
not in the Hamilton area.

In the “bad” category are birds whose
populations are in decline because of
disappearing habitats. Because grass-
lands have been shrinking since the
1920s in Ontario, species such as the
Loggerhead Shrike, Eastern
Meadowlark, Henslow’s Sparrow,
Vesper Sparrow, Bobolink, American
Kestrel, Red-headed Woodpecker, and
Ring-necked Pheasant have all
decreased. As wetlands have dried up
or been filled in by man, the Least
Bittern, Common Gallinule, Black
Tern, Great Black-backed Gull, and
aerial insectivores around water – such
as the Common Nighthawk, Purple
Martin and Chimney Swift – have all
been in decline. Finally, as forests have
been cut down, species including the
Ruffed Grouse, Black-backed (or
Three-toed) Woodpecker, Barred
Owls, Evening Grosbeaks, Rusty
Blackbirds and Black Ducks have
become harder to find.

Two birds deserved the “constant” des-
ignation in George’s view: the
American Crow and the American
Robin. Neither one wintered in the
GTA when George was a boy, but now
they both do.  The “good” species are

Photo: American Crow by M.
Bruce
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those that are now increasing but not to
the point of overpopulation, such as
the Great Gray Owl, Pileated
Woodpecker, Cooper’s Hawk, Merlin,
House Finch, Mourning Dove,
European Starling, Black-crowned
Night-Heron, Turkey Vulture and
White-winged Scoter.

The “miraculous” category includes
the Great Egret, Northern
Mockingbird, Peregrine Falcon,
Common Raven, Red-bellied
Woodpecker, Bald Eagle, Sandhill
Cranes and Wild Turkey. These are
birds that are now starting to nest again
in Ontario.

For every bird mentioned, George had
some personal observations to make,
spanning his many years in the field
and demonstrating his acute analytical
mind. He gave his reasons for why he
felt certain populations were shifting
one way or the other. Looking at data
from the first and second Atlas of the
Breeding Birds of Ontario,  published
in 1987 and 2007, respectively,
Hamilton birders can be optimistic for
the following “top ten” reasons, he
concluded:

10. Eleven of 12 of the largest birds
have increased between the atlases
9. Only one or two of the 25-odd rap-
tors declined between the atlases
8. Ontario forests have increased three-
fold since the 1920s
7. Starling populations have declined
2% annually for the past 40 years
6. Additions to our avifauna drastically
outnumber subtractions
5. Instant communication of bird sight-
ings via ONTBIRDS, the Hamilton
Local Birds Google group, and eBird
makes rarity chasing easier
4. The Nature Conservancy of Canada,
land trusts, stewardship agreements,
conservation authorities, and nature

clubs all increase acquisition and pro-
tection of natural areas
3. Interest and literature in natural his-
tory are way beyond our dreams
2. Coyotes act as a check on proliferat-
ing Canada Goose and swan popula-
tions
1. New legislation requires more envi-
ronmental analysis of land transfers –
so biologists get steady employment!

George’s final slide was a photo of the
same three fellows shown at the begin-
ning of the presentation against a simi-
lar ravine wall, now all gray-haired and
a little wiser, and still enjoying outings
in the great outdoors. George thanked
Sid Daniels and Bill Bryant for over 60
years of fun and friendship, and
Brandon Holden and Tom Thomas
(amongst others) for the fine photo-
graphs used in his presentation. It was
a colourful, informative and entertain-
ing personal retrospective of six
decades of birding in our part of the
province and the audience showed
their appreciation with a loud and long
round of applause.

After a refreshment break, Cheryl
Edgecombe gave a short identification
session in which she described the sim-
ilarities and differences of Tennessee
and Orange-crowned Warblers, two
warblers that are often difficult to sep-
arate in their fall plumage. Our end-of-
season survey taken last spring indicat-
ed that many BSG members wanted
more identification sessions, so we
hope sessions like this are fitting the
bill, pun intended. If there are particu-
lar topics anyone in the group would
like discussed in a future ID session,
just let Cheryl know.

The evening ended with a sightings
report led by Frank Morley, who first
explained that he had been featured in
an article in The Hamilton Spectator in

late August, written by reporter Paul
Wilson who had spent several hours
walking with him as he prepared for an
HNC group hike the next week in
Ancaster. While Frank was led to
believe the story was to be about bird-
ing and the Club, which were men-
tioned, it ended up being mostly about
him, one in a series of regular articles
called StreetBeat on interesting people
in the Hamilton area. Congratulations,
Frank!

The recent sightings involved lots of
action at Van Wagner’s Beach with
easterly winds bringing in Long-tailed
and Parasitic Jaegers and Sabine’s
Gulls. About 40,000 Broad-winged
Hawks had been seen at Hawk Cliff
along with 50 Bald Eagles and hun-
dreds of Sharp-shinned Hawks, report-
ed Mike Street, who also asked mem-
bers if they have outdated field guides
(National Geographic 4th or 5th edi-
tion or Peterson’s 2002 edition) or used
binoculars they wished to donate to
Cuban birders, he would appreciate
hearing from you before he makes a
trip there later this season. Finally,
Woodland Cemetery was cited as a
good place to see migrating warblers.

After a few short announcements, the
group adjourned for the evening, as
pleased as I was I expect, at time well
spent in the company of like-minded
admirers of our avian friends.
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ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS -

HOME-SCHOOLER’S AFTER-

NOONS

November 9, Map and Compass

November 23, Earth Art

December 14, Weather

1pm to 3pm at the Nature Centre

Fee: $7.50/student. Pre-registration
required — online at www.rbg.ca or call
905-527-1158 ext. 270 at least one
week prior.

Parents/caregivers join Nature Centre

Staff for outdoor education programs

aimed at primary and junior home-

schooled students.

ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS -

TREE SCIENCES AND BEST TREE

CARE PRACTICES 2-DAY MOD-

ULE

November 18 & 19

9am to 3:30pm at RBG Centre

Members: $250; Non-members: $275
(lunch included)

An intensive 2-day workshop exploring

key elements of tree sciences (anatomy,

morphology, physiology, and ecology)

as they relate to the best practices of

modern arboriculture. Ian Bruce

instructing.

ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS -

RBG GEO-QUEST

November 21

2pm to 4pm at the Nature Centre.

Members: $10.50/person (family mem-
bership rate $29); Non-members:
$13.50/person (family rate $38)

The afternoon begins with a tutorial on

the supplied GPS unit, then you head

outdoors for a high-tech treasure hunt!

Suitable for children aged 5 and up.

ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS -

BEAVERS OF GRINDSTONE

CREEK

November 21

2pm to 4pm at RBG Centre

Members: $8 (family membership rate
$20); Non-members: $10 (family rate
$25)

Join RBG staff Melissa Fuller,

Restoration Ecologist, and search for

signs of our national animal’s lodges,

dams, and feeding. Dress for the weath-

er and muddy trails.

ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS –

FAMILY SOLTICE CELEBRATION

December 21;

7 to 9 p.m. at the Nature Centre

$10 (family membership rate $25 for
two adults and dependent children)

Non-members: $12 (family rate $30)

ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS -

Holiday Nature Crafts

December 5; 2 to 4 at the Nature Centre

$10 (family membership rate $25 for
two adults and dependent children)

Non-members: $12 (family rate $30)

Pre-registration required. Contact
Programs at 905-527-1158 ext 270, or
on line at www.rbg.ca (choose “Events
Calendars” from the menu, then “Public
Programs”).

Royal Botanical Gardens - 2010 Fall/Winter Public

Programs 
by Liz Rabishaw
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As naturalists we appreciate the wonders
of nature.

Often when there is a chill in the autumn
air many of us may decide to hibernate
into the comforts of our homes. We may
feel that the days of nature appreciation
are over until next spring.

However, the cosmic show in the night
sky never stops and has entertained our
ancestors with myths and discoveries for
centuries. As the nights become longer,
now is the time to get outside to see
what’s happening in the universe and
become naturalists of the night sky.
Astronomers are truly naturalists of the
heavens.

If you have ever looked up into the night
sky and feel overwhelmed there is hope.
Every year as a fund raiser, the Hamilton
Amateur Astronomers publishes a calen-
dar of astronomical events with celestial
photos taken by local amateur
astronomers. It is probably a good first
step in your understanding of the night
sky and is available by contacting the
club.

Here are some important dates for
November stargazers. 

Nov. 3 -  Moon is at perigee or nearest to
the Earth. The crescent moon can be
seen low in the eastern sky just before
dawn. To the left of it you can see
Saturn. To compare distances, the light
from the moon takes about 1.2 seconds
to reach us but the light from Saturn
takes about one and half hours. Light
travels about 186,000 miles per second.

Nov. 4 - Cosmic encounter of the comet
kind. NASA’s spacecraft Deep Impact
will come within 600 miles of comet
Hartley 2 to take photos and study it. It
was discovered in 1986 by Australian
Astronomer Malcolm Hartley, who cal-
culated its orbit around the sun to be
about 6.5 years. This is his second comet
discovery. It wasn’t discovered until
Jupiter’s gravitational force shifted its
orbit closer to the Earth. 

Nov. 6 - New moon 

Nov. 8 - Venus will appear as a bright
object in the east just before dawn. 

Nov. 12 - Hamilton Amateur
Astronomers meeting at 7:30 pm,
Hamilton Spectator Building, 44 Frid
St., Hamilton 

Nov. 13-20 - Look for the Leonids
Meteor Shower on these dates. The best
time to see the meteors is during its peak
on Nov. 17 and 18 when there will be
about 40 meteors per hour. Meteors are
caused by debris burning in the atmos-
phere. Look for them in the constellation
Leo after midnight. The first quarter
moon is on Nov. 13. The moon is at
apogee or furthest from the Earth on
Nov. 15. 

Nov. 21 - Full moon 

Nov. 28 - Last quarter moon

Nov. 29 - The minor planet or asteroid
Juno will pass 0.5° north of the Moon.
You will need a telescope to see Juno.
The moon will also pass in front of Juno
temporally blocking it from our view.
When this happens it is called an occul-

tation. It was discovered in 1804 by
German astronomer Karl L. Harding and
is located in the asteroid belt between
Jupiter and Mars. Nov. 30 – Moon at
perigee or nearest the Earth.

For more information, please see the
Hamilton Amateur Astronomers web site
at www.amateurastronomy.org or call
(905) 627-4323.

Mario Carr is Director of public educa-

tion, Hamilton Amateur Astronomers..

He is also a member of the Hamilton

Naturalist Club and can be reached at

mariocarr@cogeco.ca.

Hamilton Amateur Astronomy

Calendar - November 2010
By Mario Carr
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Over 4500 acres in boundary expansion
reprinted from C.A.T.C.H.

Councillors were expected to decide
October 13 on the largest urban bound-
ary expansion in the city’s history, but
only learned that morning exactly how
many acres of rural land are being lost to
the aerotropolis and other uses. In
response to a CATCH query, staff say
4574 acres will be urbanized.

The Hamilton Spectator reported
October 12 that 662 hectares (1650
acres) are at stake. That’s been the most
commonly repeated number but it only
represents the “net developable” area of
what’s now called the Airport
Employment Growth District (AEGD)
that a 2009 consultant’s report said could
be justified under provincial rules.

It doesn’t include nearly 400 acres of
lands earmarked for roads, utility corri-
dors and other infrastructure to service
the 1650 acres. It also excludes 648 acres
of “non-developable area (natural/green
space)” around the airport. That number
was providedto CATCH by Guy
Paparella, the city’s director of industrial
and airport development, but contradicts
earlier information from his department
that gave the figure as 964 acres.

It also doesn’t count 530 acres that are
being added to the reserved lands for
future expansion of the airport should its
long hoped-for growth eventually occur.
An email to CATCH, copied to council-
lors, says some of this is already inside
the urban boundary, leaving 342 acres to
be added.

Another 78 acres were added to the
AEGD lands on the recommendation of
Ancaster councillor Lloyd Ferguson. His
amendment to the staff recommendation

at the early October planning committee
meeting incorporates all of Craig
Smith’s farm, and a 22 acre parcel well
outside the AEGD where the Ancaster
Christian Reformed Church wants to
construct a hotel, convention facilities
and church offices.

The boundary expansion also adds the
1460 acres of Hamilton International
Airport to the urban area. That all adds
up to 4574 acres or 1852 hectares – near-
ly triple the number assumed by the
Spectator story and reported in other
media stories.

The 74-page staff report on the AEGD
and boundary expansion does not pro-
vide a total acreage.  Neither do the 2200
pages of documents appended to the
report. That situation led CATCH to
email senior city staff and councillors to
obtain this elusive number.

The city and province have been at log-
gerheads for several years about the size
of the AEGD. Staff initially wanted 1134
hectares (2802 acres) of “developable
land”. That was justified by a 2006 study
conducted by Hemson consultants who
said that amount was needed to accom-
modate predicted job growth to 2031.

But the number was opposed by provin-
cial officials and a subsequent Hemson
study lowered the need to 662 hectares
(1650 acres), and led city officials to put
that acreage into “Stage One” of the
AEGD.

An effort to also urbanize the remaining
“Stage Two” lands was blocked by the
province this spring, and is now defined
in city documents as a potential future

employment area. The Smith farm and
church lands were part of this excluded
area until the first week of October.

It’s unclear how provincial officials will
respond to those two additions to the
AEGD or whether they are aware of the
planned additional urbanization of the
existing airport and the 342 acres of air-
port reserve. The latter addition may
prove very expensive after staff
acknowledged that the city has to pur-
chase a 56 acre portion of this reserve
because the new designation downzones
it.

The October 13 council meeting was the
last before the October 25 city elections.

Groups opposed to the boundary expan-
sion urged people to display their oppo-
sition to the aerotropolis by attending the
7 pm meeting at city hall and bringing
along an empty basket to symbolize the

loss of productive foodlands. 



This summer, the third Hamilton
Natural Areas Inventory (NAI), called
Nature Counts Two, began. This impor-
tant undertaking is a joint project in
which the HNC, The City of Hamilton
and the Hamilton Conservation
Authority are lead partners, supported
by the Royal Botanical Gardens,
Conservation Halton, the Grand River
Conservation Authority and the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources. The
project will re-inventory the 108
Environmentally Significant Areas
(ESAs) in the City of Hamilton last
examined in the 2003 Hamilton NAI
plus any new areas which are consid-
ered candidates to be designated as new
ESAs. The data produced by NAI proj-
ects is important information which
becomes the backbone of efforts to pro-
tect these ESAs against unwise develop-
ment and pollution.

Over the next 3 years, there will be
many opportunities for Club members
to volunteer to help with this project in
3 areas: a) Volunteers will be needed to
help with the NAI studies with such
tasks as data entry and report proof
reading. b) Volunteers will be needed to
help with the publishing of a revised
Atlas of the Reptiles and Amphibians of
Hamilton. Experts will be needed on a
committee which will help with writing
up species accounts and volunteers will
be needed to help with proof reading. c)
Volunteers will be needed to help with
the production of a revised Naturally
Hamilton: a Guide to the Green Spaces
of Hamilton and area. Again, a commit-
tee will be formed to produce this guide
to hiking, walking and nature watching

in Hamilton. There will be opportunities
for volunteers to do writing, donate
photos, and do proof reading and edit-
ing. If you are willing to help with this
very worthwhile project, please send an
e-mail to the NAI Project Coordinator,
Tawnia Martel, at Tawnia.Martel@con-
servationhamilton.ca and indicate what
tasks you can help with. You can also
phone Tawnia at 905-525-2181 ext158.
I encourage you to get involved with
this project. I'm sure you will find your
involvement with this project quite
rewarding!

Volunteers Needed for 3rd Annual NAI
By Jim Stollard

Photo: Garter Snakes by Bob
Stamp
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Sunday, December 26,

2010

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS

BIRD COUNT

The Hamilton Christmas Bird
Count has been held annually
for over 85 years and is a pop-
ular and anticipated event
with local birders, usually
with more than 70 partici-
pants., counting all species of
birds within a radius of 24 km
of Dundurn Castle. 

You may be surprised at the
number of different birds
recorded at this time of the
year.

Contact Tom Thomas to con-
firm your count site or to join
in the fun.(905) 689 5920
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Hamilton Climate Change
reprinted from C.A.T.C.H.

In the wake of another extreme rain-
storm at the end of September, the city
proclaimed October as “climate change
action month in Hamilton” and is
reporting that greenhouse gas emissions
from city facilities declined in each of
the last two years. A media release
highlighted a half dozen activities
including a protest garlic planting on
aerotropolis lands that took place on
October 10 as part of the world day of
climate action.

The planting focused on the combined
threat to Hamilton’s food security from
loss of local farmlands and global
weather disasters. This year’s heat wave
in Russia and the catastrophic flooding
in Pakistan, along with flooding is
Saskatchewan and China and continu-
ing drought in Australia, have pushed
up world wheat prices by 70 percent.

The Hamilton 350 Committee asked
residents to plant garlic in their home
gardens on Thanksgiving Sunday and
ride a ‘garlic bus’ to the airport area to
sow garlic cloves on lands expected to
be added to the city’s urban boundary at
city council’s last meeting before the
elections.

The city media release said Hamilton is
“a leader in reducing the impact of cli-
mate change” both because of the level
of engagement of its residents and the
results being achieved in lowering city
government emissions by 2 percent in
2008 and 4.5 percent last year.

“Hamilton is seen as a leader in the use
of advanced fleet technology that

reduces fuel consumption and green-
house gas emissions that cause climate
change,” says the release. ”It has the
second-largest fleet of hybrid and other
clean and efficient vehicles in Ontario
and actively promotes new fleet tech-
nology.”

The city is seeking public feedback on
its first greenhouse gas inventory issued
last fall, and says it will hold a “climate
change summit” early next year.
Hamilton appears to have been particu-
larly hard hit by extreme rainstorms
with 15 in the last five years severe
enough to trigger flooding of homes.

This most recent storm appears to have
exceeded the once-in-25-years criteria,
making it the seventh to do so since the
summer of 2005 that have included at
least two one-in-a-hundred year events.
Dozens of homes experienced flooding
which also closed numerous roads,
although it’s unclear if the Red Hill
Parkway was one of them.

The Hamilton Spectator had reported
on-line early in the day that “north end
ramps are closed along the Red Hill
Parkway as water levels are rising” and
that witnesses were reporting two-
metre-deep accumulations.  However
the city subsequently denied the road
was closed and the newspaper didn’t
mention it in its printed story on
Wednesday. The expressway was shut
twice in July because of flooding
caused by heavy rain.

The city release includes praise from
Mayor Eisenberger for Hamilton’s

“level of engagement”, and says it
shows “what can be done”.

“During October there are a number of
activities taking place in the Hamilton
community that combine education and
awareness with action,” noted the
release. “Some of the topics being
addressed include the connection
between the food we eat and climate
change (www.hamilton350.com/events);
daily transportation (www.smartcom-
mutehamilton.ca/en/schools/wearyel-
lowday); and ways to make our commu-
nity more sustainable in the areas of
water, energy, waste, health and wellbe-
ing etc. (www.mcmaster.ca/sustainabili-
ty)." 
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Tips on Bird Photography

by Darren Rowse

Here are a few helpful tips to prepare
you for the Autumn months when many
species are busily eating and hiding
food ready for the long winter months
ahead.

1. Venue, where to visit and when.

Knowledge before setting out is invalu-
able. What species will I encounter?
Are there hides available and which
way do they face in relation to the sun?
How near to the subject I am likely to
be? What is the weather forecast for the
area I am going?

2. Following on from point 1, if there is
no hide available then will I be allowed
to erect a temporary one, or can I get
near enough to my subject in my car.
The vehicle makes a surprisingly useful
hide, with many species being quite
unafraid of them. 

3. Equipment. I always take more than
I need, but if you have made a long
journey for that special species there is
nothing worse than to find you’ve run
out of battery or memory and haven’t
got back up. It is also important to note
that for bird photography, you
inevitably need to be very near AND
have plenty of magnification. A blue tit
at 20 metres looks very small, even
with an 800mm lens! Don’t forget the
tripod.

4. Once at the destination, cameras on
tripod, pointing in direction of birds
remember about composing the shot. I
always like to set out with an image in
my mind, and return with it in my cam-
era. Don’t get so excited at first glimpse

of the species that you forget to check
those dials. Higher ISO makes it easier
to choose higher film speed. I nearly
always choose Av priority, so I know
what F stop I am on (for instance F5.6)
and that should give me a fast enough
film speed to avoid blur from the bird’s
movement. I will then compose the bird
in the viewfinder AND PAY ATTEN-
TION TO BACKGROUND DETAIL. 

5. The eye has it. In 99% of wildlife
images it is vital to get the eye in focus,
wings can be blurred, parts can be
missed, but remember, keep the eye in
focus – nice and sharp.

7. Processing. I take virtually all my
images in RAW format. This allows
much more flexibility when processing.
In particular, white balance, ie tempera-
ture variation, of your shot can be
adjusted to get your colours dead right,
and this is so important with wildlife
photography. 

8. Library. It is all too easy to take lit-
erally thousands of images using digital,
so remember to have some type of sys-
tem for storing and cataloguing your
images, so that you can quickly return
to them as desired.

Finally, please remember that we are
only visitors to this world, so when out
enjoying wildlife take only photographs
and leave nothing but time.

All Photos: Darren Rowse
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Southwestern Ontario Backroad

Mapbook

by Tracey Conley

“Inside this guidebook, those with a
taste for adventure will find the most
comprehensive outdoor recreation
resource available for Southwestern
Ontario.  Surprising to some,
Southwestern Ontario offers a lifetime
of outdoor activities to discover.”  So
begins  Southwestern Ontario Backroad

Mapbook by Backroad Mapbooks; a
real treat for the outdoor enthusiast!

This particular issue of the popular
backroad series covers Brampton,
Collingwood, Durham, Kitchener,
Guelph, Hamilton, London, Niagara
Falls, Oakville, Simcoe, Tobermory,
Toronto and Windsor.  Found inside are
wonderful maps of each of these
regions and more detailed maps of par-
ticular areas such as Point Pelee
National Park and Bruce Peninsula
National Park. The book has been
designed to be fully GPS compatible
ensuring that you don’t get lost when
out adventuring.

Make no mistake, this amazing book is
much more than a collection of maps.
A fabulous reference section provides
detailed information on Backroad
Attractions, Fishing, Paddling, Parks,
Conservation Areas, Trails, Wildlife
Viewing and Winter Recreation.  Each
section provides a comprehensive list of
locations including details on what to
see and do.

At the back of the book is a lovely little
section on the Bruce Trail, highlighting
40 great hiking trips along this natural
marvel.

An index at the back of the book makes
it easy to find just what you are looking
for and if you don’t, the book offers
great suggestions on things to see and
do in the Southwestern Ontario region.

Backroad Mapbooks can also be found
for Vancouver B.C., Thompson
Okanagan B.C., Kootenay Rockies
B.C., Southern Alberta, Central Alberta,
Algonquin Ontario, Eastern Ontario,
Northwestern Ontario and Nova Scotia.  

They also offer Fishing maps, Digital
editions of mapbooks, Waterproof maps
(great for camping trips!) and
Topological maps for places like
Whistler.

These books are popular for a reason;
they are easy to use, full of handy and
pertinent information and well put
together and organized.  These books
can be found in book stores as well as
online at www.backroadmapbooks.com
or by calling 1-877-520-5670.

If you like adventuring, I recommend
you check out Southwestern Ontario

Backroad Mapbook today!
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Head-of-the-Lake Land Trust

About Us

The Head-of-the-Lake Land Trust is the
HNC’s program to protect natural areas
in Hamilton, Burlington and surrounding
areas. The HLT is also active in restoring
natural areas in the urban landscape.

The HNC, Ontario’s first land trust, has
owned and managed natural lands since
1961. Scores of volunteers are involved
in managing several nature sanctuaries,
which encompass hundreds of acres. A
substantial endowment fund provides
resources to help protect these lands in
perpetuity. The HNC has forged many
successful community partnerships and
has received numerous awards for it’s
achievements.

Thinking One Hundred Years Ahead?

Have you ever imagined what our local
landscape Conservation Options at the
head of Lake Ontario will be like in one
hundred years?

Will future generations have a healthy
environment, clean air and water, and
places to enjoy nature?

Will enough natural areas exist for native
flora and fauna, or will dozens of species
be lost?

Will our local landscape include a sus-
tainable network of green spaces for
people and nature – or just a few islands
of green in a sea of development?

If you own land, or cherish a special
place, what can you do to protect it for-
ever?

The Head-of-the-Lake Land Trust (HLT)
works with landowners and conservation
partners in Hamilton, Burlington and
surrounding areas to protect, enhance
and restore lands for nature and for
future generations. We can help you cre-
ate a natural legacy that may also yield a
substantial income tax benefit.

What is a Land Trust?

Land Trusts are conservation organiza-
tions that own land and/or hold interests
in land, such as conservation easements,
as part of their efforts to protect, enhance
or restore natural areas, heritage features
or agricultural lands. Land trusts work
with landowners to take direct action in
permanently protecting lands for conser-
vation. Most land trusts are locally or
regionally based with volunteer leader-
ship and strong community links. The
HNC became Ontario's first land trust in
1961, with the purchase of our Spooky
Hollow Nature Sanctuary.

In 2005, Dundas resident Lorraine
Stewart donated land in the Beverly
Swamp to the HLT. The resulting
Thomas & Mary Young Nature
Sanctuary serves as a permanent memo-
rial to Ms. Stewart's grandparents. It is
managed to protect the provincially sig-
nificant natural heritage values of the
site. Ms. Stewart received a charitable
donation receipt for the value of the land.
Since the property is ecologically signif-
icant, the gift was eligible for preferred
income tax treatment.

Conservation Options

Donation of land is just one option. The

HLT works with landowners to find the
best way to meet our mutual conserva-
tion goals and the landowner’s tax and
estate planning needs. We can facilitate a
variety of conservation options, includ-
ing:

* Outright donation of all or part of a
property.

* Donations of land with provisions
for continued use by the donor.

* Sale at below market value with a
charitable donation receipt for the differ-
ence between market value and the sale
price (known as a split receipt).

* Donation of a conservation ease-
ment, to permanently protect natural fea-
tures on all or part of a property, while
maintaining private ownership.

* Bequests of land through one’s will
to create a nature sanctuary.

* Gifts or bequests of cash or assets to
purchase a nature sanctuary in some-
one’s name or as a memorial.

* Partnering with conservation mind-
ed individuals or organizations to jointly
acquire lands to protect nature.

* Cash donations to support the acqui-
sition and stewardship costs for new
nature sanctuaries.

* In some cases, the HLT may consid-
er purchase of high priority natural areas
at market value.

Contact Us

To learn more or to talk to us about con-
servation options, please contact::
Jennifer Baker, HLT Program
Coordinator
Telephone (905) 524-3339
Email: land@hamiltonnature.org
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Worldwide, there is a multitude of for-
est types from the famous rainforests
in South America to the dense pine
forests of boreal Canada. In southern
Ontario, there are two main forest
regions: the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence
forest region and the Eastern
Deciduous forest region. The Hamilton
area is entirely within the Eastern
Deciduous forest region and exists
near its northern limit.

Carolinian Forest

Because of its location at the southern-
most point in Canada, this eastern
deciduous forest region has much in
common with forests of the north to
mid-eastern United States.
Characterized by rich and varied flora
and fauna, this ecosystem can be found
as far south as the Carolinas in the U.S.
but occurs nowhere else in Canada,
and so is commonly called 'Carolinian'
forest and there are some very good
examples of it in the Hamilton area.
This ecosystem contains the greatest
number of plant and animal species of
any Canadian ecosystem, but only
exists in 1% of Canada's total land
area. The presence of this forest type in
our locale is in conflict with the most
populated area of Canada. There are
many local efforts underway to pre-
serve and restore this habitat.

Within the Carolinian forest region,
there are pockets of other forest types
that are not as diverse but have species
in common with the Carolinian forest

around them. These other forests tend
to be dominated by either maples or
oaks.

Sugar Maple Forest

Sugar Maple forest, dominated by the
tall and stately Acer saccharum and
with very few other large trees present,
is a familiar sight to those who have
grown up in the Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence forest regions of Southern
Ontario and Quebec. There are pockets
of this kind of forest in the Carolinian
region as well, particularly where it has
been maintained through human inter-
vention. Going to the 'sugar shack' to
watch maple syrup being made is a
very traditional activity in late winter
when the Sugar Maple sap is flowing.
This activity is often people's first
experience in this kind of forest.

Oak & Oak/Maple Forest

There are some forest pockets in the
Carolinian forest region of Ontario
which contain a greater number of
oaks and maples together than else-
where. These are referred to as Oak
and Oak-Maple forests.

Northern Red Oak. Photo courtesy of
the Kansas Forest Service.

While both Oak and Maple trees occur
throughout the Carolinian forest, they
form the major tree components in
these pockets.

Typical species are the Sugar Maple
(Acer saccharum) and Red Maple
(Acer rubrum) and oaks such as the
Red Oak (Quercus rubra), White Oak
(Quercus alba) and the Bur Oak
(Quercus macrocarpa).

Forests of Southern Ontario
reprinted from Habitats of Hamilton and Halton © Hamilton Naturalists' Club

Photo: A Carolinian forest in
spring by Alan Ernst
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Legend:

* - first occurrence for the year
F - first occurrence for the

migration
L - last occurrence for the

migration
HSA - Hamilton Study Area
terr. - territorial bird
SM - singing male

Plumages, etc.:

m. - male
f. - female
ad. - adult
ba. - basic
alt. - alternate
imm. - immature
juv. - juvenile
1st yr. - first year

Counties/Regions/Cities:

Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2010 to May 31: 245.  Underlined species or dates require documentation
by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee.  Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee.
For species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed.  For all other species, only highlights are listed.  Note that the species
order follows the most recent American Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements.

Observers: Jenn Bock (JBo), Jacob Bruxer (JBr), Fran Bullock (FB), Wayne Bullock (WB), Chris Burris (CBu), Geoff Carpentier
(GCa), Dave Chapman (DCh), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Peggy Chisholm (PCh), Mark Cranford (MCr),
Martin Daly (MD), Rob Dobos (RD), Andrew Don (AD), Dave R. Don (DD), Dave K. Donn (DKD), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE),
Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Mary Jane Farrer (MJF), Denise Fell (DF), Nancy Furber (NF), Brandon Holden (BH), Eric Holden
(EH), George Holland (GH), Andreas Jonsson (AJ), Tim King (TK), Bill Lamond (BL), Cody Law (CL), Joyce Litster (JLi),
Rick Ludkin (RL), Hannah MacIver (HMI), Robert MacIver (RMI), Doug Mannen (DMn), Ian McGovern (IMG), Sheldon
McGregor (SMG), Kathleen MacNamara (KMN), Matt Mills (MM), Jennifer Minogue (JMn), Joe Minor (JMi), Bill Morden
(BMo), Loretta Mousseau (LMo), Ken Newcombe (KN), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), Don Perks (DP), Rosemary
Prevec (RP), Wayne Renaud (WR), Greg Schneider (GSn), George Sims (GSi), Bill Smith (BS), Paul Smith (PS), Terrie Smith
(TS), Ralph Speak (RSp), Chris Street (CS), Mike Street (MS), Peter Thoem (PT), Marian Thorpe (MT), Tys Theysmeyer (TyT),
Mike Veltri (MV), Phil Waggett (PWg), Mike Waldhuber (MW), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Jim Watt (JWa), Brian Wylie (BW), Dan
Wylie (DW), many observers (m.obs.).

Brant#: One off Saddington Park, Port Credit [PL] May 21 F
(KMN,RSp).
Trumpeter Swan: Two at Rebecca & Great Lakes Blvd
Stormwater Pond [HL] May 9 (RD et al.); one at Valens C.A.
[HM] May 17-23 (RD,CE,DD). 
Wood Duck: 13 at Safari Rd Wetland [HM] May 19 (RD).
American Wigeon: Three at Dundas Marsh [HM] May 10 (RD
et al.), and one there May 26 (JBr).
Blue-winged Teal: Five at Dundas Marsh May 21 (JBr); one at
Rattray Marsh [PL] May 22 (AJ).
Northern Shoveler: Six m. at Princess Point [HM] May 8
(RD,MM); four at Dundas Marsh May 18 (DKD,DMn); four at
Windermere Basin [HM] May 23 (RD et al.).
Green-winged Teal: Two at Dundas Marsh May 10 (RD et al.);
one at Rattray Marsh May 22 (AJ).
Ring-necked Duck: One m. at Windermere Basin May 18-31
(RD,CE; m.obs.).
Greater Scaup: Three at Windermere Basin May 18 (RD,CE),
and one there May 31 (RD); eight at NE Shore of Harbour [HM]

May 23 (RD et al.).
Lesser Scaup: Three at Windermere Basin May 18-31 (RD,CE;
m.obs.).
Surf Scoter: Two off Shoreacres [HL] May 19 (MD); 15 off
Grays Rd [HM] May 23 (RD et al.).
White-winged Scoter: About 20 from a boat on Lake Ontario
off Hamilton May 24 (BH,EH,JBo).
Long-tailed Duck: 100 off Shoreacres May 19 (MD).
Bufflehead: Two f. at Princess Point May 8 (RD,MM); four at
Rebecca & Great Lakes Blvd Stormwater Pond May 9 (RD et

al.).
Common Goldeneye: One on Harbour off LaSalle Marina [HM]
May 8 (RD,BC,MM).
Hooded Merganser: One f. at Spencer Creek at Middletown Rd
[HM] May 7 (BC); three at Rebecca & Great Lakes Blvd
Stormwater Pond May 9 (RD et al.); four at Dundas Marsh May
10 (RD et al.); one f. at Onondaga Farms, St. George [BR] May
23 (RD et al.). 
Red-breasted Merganser: Two off Shoreacres May 23 (RD et

Noteworthy Bird Records - May 2010
by Rob Dobos



al.); two from a boat on Lake Ontario off Hamilton May 24
(BH,EH,JBo).
Ruddy Duck: Four at Windermere Basin May 18 (RD,CE), and
two there May 23-31 (RD et al.).
Ruffed Grouse#: Birds on May 23: 1terr. –Hyde Tract [HM],
1terr. –Beverly Swamp [HM], 1terr. –Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd
[HM] (RD et al.).
Wild Turkey: Two at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 [HM] May 1-24
(PS); two at Waterloo-Brant Rd [BR] and two at Valens Rd S of
Conc 8 [HM] May 23 (RD et al.).

Red-throated Loon#: One 1st alt. from a boat on Lake Ontario
off Hamilton May 24 L (BH,EH,JBo).
Common Loon: 14 past Ruthven Park, Cayuga [HD] May 4
(RL); four off Grimsby Sewage Ponds [NG] May 13 (BC); one
off Shoreacres and one off Fruitland Rd [HM] May 23 (RD et

al.); 35 from a boat on Lake Ontario off Hamilton May 24
(BH,EH,JBo); one past CCIW [HL] May 27 (RD).
Pied-billed Grebe: One terr. at Grass Lake [WT] May 23 (RD et

al.). 
Horned Grebe: One off Shoreacres May 19-23 (MD; RD et

al.).
Red-necked Grebe: One nest w/2 eggs at Bronte Harbour [HL]
May 1 (GE); 18 off Shoreacres May 6 (RD,CE).
WESTERN GREBE#: One off Van Wagners Beach [HM] May

9 L (MD) provided the 14th record for the HSA and second this
year.
American White Pelican#: One at Cootes Paradise [HM] May
13*-14 (TyT; JBr).
American Bittern#: One at Ruthven Park May 2 (RL); one terr.
at Grass Lake May 23 (RD et al.).
Least Bittern#: One at Fifty Point C.A. [HM/NG] May 2 *
(MD); one terr. at Dundas Marsh May 25-26 (JBr).
Great Egret#: Birds at Dundas Marsh: 2 –May 4 (JBr), 1 –May
15 (RD), 2 –May 18 (DKD, DMn), 1 –May 25-26 (JBr); two
past CCIW May 7 (RD); one at Red Hill Expressway & QEW
Stormwater Pond [HM] May 16 (RW; CL); one at Rattray Marsh
[PL] May 18 (WR); one past Saddington Park, Port Credit May
21 (KMN,RSp).
Green Heron: One at Dundas Marsh May 2 * (RD).
PLEGADIS IBIS species#: One at Rattray Marsh May 22 *
(AJ).
Osprey: A pair on a nest at Badenoch [WL] May 4-23 (JMn;
m.obs.); one at Dundas Marsh May 15 (RD); one at Mount
Nemo [HL] May 23 (RD et al.); one at Hwy 407 S of Derry Rd
[PL] May 26 (RD).
Bald Eagle: Four at Beamer C.A., Grimsby [NG] May 1-4L
(NPH); one at Burlington Skyway Bridge [HM] May 2 (CL);
birds at Dundas Marsh: one juv. –May 4-22 (JBr; m.obs.), one

4th ba. –May 10 (RD et al.), one ad. there May 14-21 (JBr;
m.obs.).

Northern Harrier: Two at Dofasco Trail & 10th Rd E [HM]
May 23 (CL).

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One at Conc 4 W of Middletown Rd
[HM] May 30 (BC).
Northern Goshawk#: One imm. at Beamer C.A. May 7 L
(NPH).
Red-shouldered Hawk: One at Beamer C.A. May 3 L (NPH);
one at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 May 3-24 (PS).
Broad-winged Hawk: One at Dundas Valley C.A. [HM] May
16 (TK).
Merlin#: One at Conc 5 & Valens Rd [HM] May 1 (BW); two at
Beamer C.A. May 2 (NPH); one at Mountsberg C.A. [WL/HM]
May 9 (MT); one at Hwy 25 S of Milton [HL] May 24 L (CL);
one at Brantford late-May (BL).
Peregrine Falcon#: A pair nesting at Burlington Lift Bridge
[HL] May 1-31 (BCh et al.); one at Beamer C.A. May 1 L
(NPH).
Virginia Rail#: One terr. at Dundas Hydro Pond [HM] May 6
(DKD); one terr. at Hendrie Valley [HL] May 8 (RD,BC,MM);

one terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 19-23 (RD); one terr. at 5th

Rd E N of Green Mt Rd [HM] May 23 (RD et al.).
Sora#: One terr. at Dundas Marsh May 2-23 (RD); one at
Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 13-25 (BC; RD,DF); two terr. at
Safari Rd Wetland May 19-23 (RD et al.).
Common Moorhen#: One terr. at Grass Lake May 23 (RD et

al.).
American Coot: Two at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 13 (BC),
and one there May 23 L (RD et al.).
Sandhill Crane#: One over Ruthven Park May 3 (RL); one at
Hwy 407 & Walkers Line [HL] May 4 (RD); a pair at Grass
Lake mid-May (GSn). 
Black-bellied Plover: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 2 *
(GH); one at Fifty Point C.A. May 3 (GH); one at Dundas Marsh
May 14 (JBr), and another one there May 26 (JBr).
Semipalmated Plover: Birds at Dundas Marsh: 5 –May 6 *
(JBr), 3 –May 7 (CE), 8 –May 16 (JBr), 3 –May 23 (RD et al.);
one at Valley Inn May 7 (RD); nine at Rattray Marsh May 22
(AJ); five at Campbellville Rd & Millborough Rds [HL] May 23
(RD et al.).
American Avocet#: One at Red Hill Expressway & QEW
Stormwater Pond May 15*-18 (DD,CE; m.obs.).
Solitary Sandpiper: One at Ruthven Park (PT) and one at
Middletown Rd N of Conc 5 [HM] (BW) May 1 *; three at
Dundas Marsh May 2 (RD); three at Valley Inn May 6-7 (KN;
RD); three at Edgelake Park [HM] May 7 (RD); three at Red
Hill Expressway & QEW Stormwater Pond May 10 (CE); one at

5th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 24 L (CE).
Greater Yellowlegs: Five at Dundas Marsh May 7 (CE); one at
Rebecca & Gret Lakes Blvd Stormwater Pond May 9 L (RD et

al.).
Willet#: 11 past Sheldon Creek, Bronte [HL] (DD) and later past
Shoreacres (CBu) May 2 *.
Lesser Yellowlegs: 35 at Dundas Marsh May 2 (RD), and 50

there May 6 (JBr); eight at Dofasco Trail & 10th Rd E May 2
(RD,BC); nine at Rattray Marsh May 6 (WR); 20 at Powerline
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Rd W of 5th Rd E [HM] May 11 (CE); one at Campbellville Rd
& Millborough Line May 23 L (RD et al.).

Upland Sandpiper#: One terr. at Dofasco Trail & 5th Rd E
[HM] May 1 (JBr).
Whimbrel#: Two past Shoreacres May 12 * (IMG et al.) pro-
vided a record early date for the HSA; four past Sheldon Creek,
Bronte May 21 (CE et al.); 200 past Saddington Park, Port
Credit May 21 (KMN,RSp), and 11 there May 22 (JBr); three
past Shoreacres May 29 (CE,DD).
Ruddy Turnstone: One at Dundas Marsh May 4 * (JBr) provid-
ed the second earliest record for the HSA; one at NE Shore of
Harbour May 16 (CE); one at Red Hill Expressway & QEW
Stormwater Pond May 16 (CL).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: One at Dundas Marsh May 7 *
(CE), and 18 there May 23 (RD et al.); seven at Red Hill
Expressway & QEW Stormwater Pond May 15 (RD,BC); 13 at
Rattray Marsh May 18 (WR); eight at Dundas Hydro Pond May
19 (DKD); four at Windermere Basin May 31 (RD).

Least Sandpiper: Two at Dofasco Trail & 10th Rd E May 2 *
(RD,BC); birds at Dundas Marsh: 1 –May 2 * (RD), 45 –May 7
(CE), 37 –May 17 (JBr), 23 –May 21 (JBr); 14 at Valley Inn
May 7 (RD); nine at Red Hill Expressway & QEW Stormwater
Pond May 10 (CE); 24 at Campbellville Rd & Millborough Line
May 17 (RD,CE,DD); 20 at Rattray Marsh May 22 (AJ).
Pectoral Sandpiper: Five at Dundas Marsh May 6 (JBr); three
at Rattray Marsh May 6-18L (WR).
Dunlin: Birds at Dundas Marsh: 9 –May 4 (JBr), 15 –May 6
(JBr), 6 –May 7 (CE), 36 –May 14 (JBr), 17 –May 21 (JBr), 14
–May 25 (RD et al.); two at Fifty Point C.A. May 13 (BC); 13 at
Rattray Marsh May 18 (WR).  

Short-billed Dowitcher#: One at Powerline Rd W of 5th Rd E
May 11 * (CE); one at Windermere Basin May 16 (CE,DD); one
at Rattray Marsh May 22 (AJ).

Long-billed Dowitcher#: One at Dofasco Trail & 10th Rd E
was last reported Apr 29 L (GCa,TS); one ad. at Dundas Marsh
May 6 L (JBr) provided the fourth spring record for the HSA
and second this spring.
Wilson’s Phalarope#: One f. at Dundas Marsh May 4 * (JBr);

one f. at Powerline Rd W of 5th Rd E May 23 (JBr et al.); one

m. + one f. at 5th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 24 (CE).

Little Gull#: Two ad. + two 1st alt. at Dundas Marsh May 16 L
(JBr).
Bonaparte’s Gull: 15 at Dundas Marsh May 7 (CE); 50 off
Shoreacres May 14 (RD,BC,CE).

Great Black-backed Gull: One 1st alt. at Dundas Marsh May
2-15 (RD; CE); two imm. at High Level Bridge [HM] May 14

(RD,BC,CE); one 3rd alt. off Burloak Park [HL] May 29
(DD,CE).
Black Tern#: One at Dundas Marsh May 10 * (CE et al.); one
from a boat on Lake Ontario off Hamilton May 24 L
(BH,EH,JBo).

Forster’s Tern#: Birds at Dundas Marsh: 14 –May 2 (RD), 31
–May 4 (JBr) (third highest count for the HSA), 18 –May 6
(JBr), 3 –May 7 (DKD), 2 –May 21 (JBr).
Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at Borers Falls [HM] (JBr) and
one at Dundas Marsh (DKD) May 10 *; one at Sherwood Forest
Park [HL] May 14 (JBr); birds at Ruthven Park: 1 –May 15, 1
–May 29, 1 –May 30 (RL); two at Currie Tract [HL] May 23
(RD et al.); one at Dundas Valley C.A. E of Paddy Green Rd
[HM] May 30 (RD,BC,CE).
Black-billed Cuckoo: One at Middletown Marsh [HM] May 5 *
(BC); one at Ruthven Park May 6 (NF).
Common Nighthawk: Five at Dundas Marsh May 23 * (RD et

al.); four at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 25 (RD,DF); birds at
Park Rd & Hedgelawn Dr, Grimsby [NG]: 26 –May 25, 12
–May 26, 8 –May 27, 12 –May 28 (CL).
Whip-poor-will#: Two terr. at Hyde Tract May 18 * (RD) and

May 23 (RD et al.); one at Dofasco Trail E of 10th Rd E May 23
(CL).
Chimney Swift: Ten at Hendrie Valley May 8 (RD,BC,MM); 10
at Dundas Marsh May 10 (RD et al.); 10 at QEW & North Shore
Blvd [HL] May 13 (RD); 20 at a roost at Cootes Dr & Thorpe
St, Dundas [HM] May 24 (MV).
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Ruthven Park May 4 *
(RL).
Red-headed Woodpecker#: One terr. pair at Conc 5 W of
Sheffield Rd [HM] May 19F-31 (BC,DD,CE; m.obs.); one at
Binbrook [HM] May 30 (MW).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One terr. at Crieff Bog [WL] May 17
(RD,CE,DD).
Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Sherwood Forest Park May 14 *
(RD et al.); seven at Shell Park May 21 (RD et al.).
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Ruthven Park May 17 *
(RL).
Alder Flycatcher: Two SM at Conc 8, Beverly Swamp [HM]
May 23 * (RD et al.).
Willow Flycatcher: One at Van Wagners Ponds [HM] May 9 *
(MD); birds on May 13: 1 –Middletown Marsh, 1 –Grimsby
Sewage Ponds, 1 –Fifty Point C.A. (BC).
Least Flycatcher: Five at Fifty Point C.A. May 5 (BW); six at
Shell Park [HL] May 21 (RD et al.).
Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Brantford Rail Trail [BR]
May 3 * (GSi).
Eastern Kingbird: One at Paddy Green Rd May 3 * (SMG).

White-eyed Vireo#: One at Arkendo Park, Oakville [HL] May 1

* (DP).
Yellow-throated Vireo#: One at Ruthven Park May 6 * (NF);
one SM at Currie Tract May 13-23 (RMI; RD et al.).
Blue-headed Vireo: One at Shoreacres May 16 L (PWg); one
SM at Hyde Tract May 23 (RD et al.).
Warbling Vireo: Six at Dundas Marsh May 2 (RD).
Philadelphia Vireo: One at Shoreacres May 19 * (MD).
Red-eyed Vireo: One at Ruthven Park May 7 * (LMo).
Common Raven#: One at Mud St & Mountain Rd, Grimsby
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[NG] May 16 (CE,DD); one at Shoreacres May 17 (WB,FB);
one at Conc 5 W of Sheffield Rd May 23 (RD et al.). 
Purple Martin#: Four at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 25
(RD,DF); nine at Ruthven Park May 27 (RL).
Cliff Swallow: 10 at CCIW May 13 (RD); 20 nests at Hwy 403
Bridge over Desjardins Canal [HM] May 24 (BS).
Tufted Titmouse#: One at Ruthven Park May 11-14 and anoth-
er there May 15 (RL).
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Two terr. at Hyde Tract May 23 (RD
et al.).
Marsh Wren#: Two SM at Dundas Marsh May 2 * (RD), and
six there May 7 (DKD); two SM at Dundas Hydro Pond May 6
(DKD); one SM at Mountsberg C.A. [WL/HM] May 23 (RD et

al.).
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Two terr. at Hyde Tract May 23 (RD
et al.). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Two at Sherwood Forest Park May 14
L (RD et al.).
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Eight at Dundas Marsh May 2 (RD).
Veery: Four at Sherwood Forest Park May 9 (RD et al.); one at
Sunrise Cres, Dundas [HM] May 29 L (RD).
Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Shell Park May 17 * (AD).
Swainson’s Thrush: One at Ruthven Park May 8 * (RL); 14 at
Shell Park May 21 (RD et al.).
Hermit Thrush: One at Sherwood Forest Park May 14 L (RD et

al.).
Gray Catbird: One at Ruthven Park May 1 F (RL).
American Pipit: Birds at Campbellville Rd & Millborough
Line: 12 –May 4 (MT), 7 –May 5 (BC), 1 –May 17
(RD,CE,DD), 1 –May 23 L (RD et al.).
Blue-winged Warbler: One at Ruthven Park May 1 * (RL); six
SM at Dundas Valley C.A. May 15 (RD).
“Brewster’s” Warbler#: One m. at Dundas Valley C.A. May 15
(RD).
Golden-winged Warbler#: One m. at Dundas Valley C.A.
(BW,DW) and one m. at Shell Park (WR) May 14 *.
Tennessee Warbler: Two at Shell Park May 14 * (RD et al.).
Orange-crowned Warbler: One at S Shore of Cootes Paradise
[HM] May 18 * (DD).
Nashville Warbler: One SM at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 May
6-29 (PS); three SM at Hyde Tract and four SM at Lennon Rd S
of Gore Rd May 23 (RD et al.); one at Shell Park May 24 L
(CL).
Northern Parula: One at Shell Park May 5 * (WR); six at Shell
Park /Shoreacres May 14 (WR).
Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Ruthven Park May 5 * (LMo);
22 at Shell Park /Shoreacres May 14 (WR); five SM at Dundas
Valley C.A. E of Paddy Green Rd May 30 (RD,BC,CE).
Magnolia Warbler: One at Beamer C.A. May 1 * (DCh); eight
at Shell Park May 21 (RD et al.); one terr. at Hyde Tract May 23
(RD et al.); one at Ruthven Park May 31 (RL).
Cape May Warbler#: One at Lakeside Park, Mississauga [PL]
May 1 * (MCr,JWa); one at Fifty Point C.A. May 5 (BW); one
at Shoreacres May 11 (CE); one at Shoreacres and one at Shell

Park May 14 (WR); one at Shell Park May 16 (AD).
Black-throated Blue Warbler: One at Sherwood Forest Park
May 6 * (CE); 23 at Shell Park /Shoreacres May 14 (WR).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: 30 at Fifty Point C.A. May 5 (BW);
one at Shell Park May 24 L (CL).
Black-throated Green Warbler: One at Shell Park May 24 L
(CL).
Blackburnian Warbler: One at Arkendo Park, Oakville May 1
* (MCr,JWa); two SM at Currie Tract and one SM at Lennon Rd
S of Gore Rd May 23 (RD et al.).
Pine Warbler: One SM at LaSalle Park [HL] May 2-12 (RD).
Palm Warbler: Eight at Fifty Point C.A. May 6 (BC); 14 at
Dundas Marsh May 7 (DKD); one at Shell Park May 24 L (CL).
Bay-breasted Warbler: One at Shell Park May 14 * (CBu); five
at Shell Park /Shoreacres May 18 (WR).
Blackpoll Warbler: One at Ruthven Park May 7 * (LMo); 10 at
Shell Park /Shoreacres May 18 (WR).
Cerulean Warbler#: One m. at Bronte Cemetery [HL] May 16
* (AD).
Black-and-white Warbler: One SM at Westover Rd N of Conc
8 May 7-31 (PS); nine at Shell Park /Shoreacres May 14 (WR);
one SM at Beverly Swamp and one SM at Lennon Rd S of Gore
Rd May 23 (RD et al.); two at Shell Park May 24 L (CL).
American Redstart: One at Lakeside Park, Mississauga May 1
* (MCr,JWa); 14 at Shell Park /Shoreacres May 14 (WR).
Ovenbird: Birds on May 14: 6 –Woodland Cemetery, 6
–Sherwood Forest Park, 8 –Shell Park (RD et al.); one at Shell
Park May 24 L (CL).
Northern Waterthrush: Four SM at Middletown Rd S of Conc
6 [HM] May 7 (BC); one at Dundas Hydro Pond May 19
(DKD).
Louisiana Waterthrush#: One SM at Spencer Gorge
Wilderness Area [HM] May 2-10 (JBr; RD,BC,DD); one at
Dundas Valley C.A. May 16 (TK).
Connecticut Warbler#: One m. at Beamer C.A. May 14 *
(MS).
Mourning Warbler#: One SM at Currie Tract May 13 * (RMI);
one at Shell Park May 14 (CBu); two SM at Dundas Valley C.A.
May 15 (RD); birds at Ruthven Park: 1 –May 18 (RL), 1 –May
20 (NF), 2 –May 23 (NF); one at Shoreacres May 20 (RD,CE);
birds on May 23: 1SM –Hyde Tract, 1SM –Currie Tract, 3
–Shell Park (RD et al.); three SM at Dundas Valley C.A. E of
Paddy Green Rd May 30 (RD,BC,CE).
Common Yellowthroat: Two at Middletown Marsh May 3 *
(BC).
Hooded Warbler#: One m. at Fifty Point C.A. May 5 * (BW);
one SM at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley [HM] May 10
(RD,BC,DD); one m. at Shoreacres May 14 (WR); one SM at
Dundas Valley C.A. E of Paddy Green Rd May 30 (RD,BC,CE).
Wilson’s Warbler: One at Shell Park May 16 * (AD); three at
Shoreacres May 20 (RD,CE; DD).
Canada Warbler: Birds on May 14 *: 1 –Ruthven Park (RL), 2
–Sherwood Forest Park (RD et al.), 1 –Shell Park (RD et al.);
two SM at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd May 23 (RD et al.); one
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SM at LaFarge Trail S of Conc 10 [HM] May 24 (PS).
Yellow-breasted Chat#: One at Shoreacres May 5 *
(WR,MJF,PCh).
Scarlet Tanager: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 5 * (BW); four at
Shell Park May 21 (RD et al.); one at Sunrise Cres, Dundas May
29 L (RD).
Eastern Towhee: One at Ruthven Park May 28 L (RL).
Clay-colored Sparrow#: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 5 (BW);
one SM at Dundas Valley C.A. E of Paddy Green Rd May 10-30
(RD,BC,DD); one SM at Rockton Sparrow Field [HM] May 23
(RD et al.).
Grasshopper Sparrow#: One at Grass Lake May 1 *
(RMI,HMI); two SM at Conc 6 E of Westover Rd [HM] May 17
(RD,CE,DD); one SM at Rockton Sparrow Field May 18 (RD);
one SM at Conc 6 W of Valens Rd [HM] May 19 (RD); one SM
at Conc 6 E of Hwy 8 [HM] May 23 (RD et al.).
Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Dundas Marsh May 7 * (CE).
White-throated Sparrow: One SM at Crieff Bog May 17
(RD,CE,DD); two SM at Beverly Swamp and four SM at
Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd May 23 (RD et al.); two SM at
LaFarge Trail S of Conc 10 May 24 (PS).
White-crowned Sparrow: 50 at Fifty Point C.A. May 13 (BC);
one at Shoreacres May 20 L (RD,CE).
Lapland Longspur#: Four f. at Campbellville Rd &
Millborough Line May 23 L (RD et al.) ties the record late
spring date for the HSA.
Indigo Bunting: One at Ruthven Park May 1 * (RL).
Bobolink: Two at Eramosa Karst C.A. [HM] May 6 (JMi).
Rusty Blackbird: 50 at Middletown Rd S of Conc 6 May 7
(BC).
Orchard Oriole#: One at Sheldon Creek, Bronte May 1 * (DP);
one at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 2 (JLi), and one m. +
one f. there May 17 (RD); birds banded at Ruthven Park: 1
–May 2 (RL), 2 –May 4 (RL), 3 –May 7 (LMo), 1 –May 15
(RL), 2 –May 18 (RL), 1 –May 20 (NF); one at Shell Park May
10 (CL); two pair at Bronte Creek Prov. Park [HL] May 19
(BMo); one f. at Shoreacres May 20 (RD,CE); one at
Saddington Park, Port Credit May 21 (KMN,RSp); one SM at

Shoreacres May 23 (RD et al.); one 1st alt. m. at Grimsby
Sewage Ponds May 25 (RD,DF); one SM at Rail Trail at Hwy
52 [HM] May 30 (RD,BC,CE).
Purple Finch: One SM at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd May 23
(RD et al.).
European Goldfinch#: One found dead at the Burlington Lift
Bridge May 31 (RP) was likely an escapee.

Please send your bird records for June-July 2010 by Dec 10 to:
Rob Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H 3S1; ph: (905)

628-0297; e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca

Photo: Scarlet Tanager by M.C.
Morgan

Photo: Ruby-Throated
Hummingbird by Michelle

Reynolds
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We had some initial problems with
Shirley Klement’s planned hike, which
was not advertised properly on the web-
site and most people had not received The

Wood Duck by the date it was scheduled.

Jim and Jean Stollard very kindly helped
out at the last minute when Shirley could-
n’t come, but then no-one turned up; this
was not a good start to our programme!

The next Saturday Tom Thomas led a
birding hike at Onandaga Farms near St,
George, which was one of the places that
the Ontario Trumpeter swan re-introduc-
tion programme started.

The last Wednesday evening hike was a
very pleasant outing at the Bronte estuary
wetlands and Petro Canada park with
Diane in mid September. We saw a really
delightful variety of birds, including a
Great Egret, and very much appreciated
the excellent botanical descriptions of the
many plants and shrubs that Diane
showed us. The lovely finale, as dusk fell,
was the hooting of owls along the creek.

The Birdfest at Ruthven the following
weekend was a great success and a good
number of HNC members attended and
helped out with this event. Our donation
of a copy of “Birds of Hamilton” to the
silent auction was most appreciated. 

Dr. Jim Pringle and Peter Scholtens’ hikes
at Rock Chapel and in the Dundas valley
the following two Saturdays, were well
attended and enjoyed by the participants.

The most recent hike on Thanksgiving
Sunday, led by Jack and Margaret
Broxholme, was attended by well over 40
people. It was a glorious fall day and the
first of our combined Bruce Trail / HNC

hikes, this time at Websters Falls and the
Dundas peak. There were many of the
BTA regular hikers as well as HNC mem-
bers out to enjoy the walk and lovely fall
colours.  

October 16 was a hike at Spooky Hollow
led by Frank Morley, while other
Sanctuary volunteers completed mainte-
nance work on the trails and trees at the
sanctuary. 

The following weekend, October 23 there
was an outing to Plan B organic farms.

Our final outing for October was the
botany hike with Dean Gugler on
Halloween weekend. 

November starts off with the Annual HNC
Fall Bird count, then the following week-
end, Kevin McLaughlin’s popular, but
chilly, annual waterfront birding outing
from Van Wagners to 50 Point. I hope

board members will be able to come and

enjoy some of these events!

October 2010 Field Report
by Elaine Serena
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Junior Naturalists Word Find
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The Winter Finders Set from Nature
Study Guild Publishers consists of
three handy and portable guides;
Winter Tree Finder, Winter Weed

Finder, and Track Finder.

Winter Tree Finder by May Theilgaard
Watts and Tom Watts is a comprehen-
sive guide to identifying deciduous
trees in winter.  The book is put togeth-
er in a handy step-by-fashion; to iden-
tify a specific twig, simply go through
each step determining an answer to
each question which ultimately leads
you to the answer!  The book is fully
illustrated and like all the books in the
Winter Finders Set, completely pocket
sized and handy for hikes and camping
excursions.

Winter Weed Finder is by Dorcas S.
Miller and is a guide to dry plants in
winter.  Again, the book is arranged in
a step-by-step question and answer for-
mat, designed to help you identify
winter plant life quickly and effective-
ly.  This book is also full of handy
illustrations to help make that identifi-
cation.

Track Finder - a guide to mammal

trackes of eastern North America by
Dorcas S. Miller and illustrated by
Cherie Hunter Day, may be the most
fun of all the books.  Perfect for a day
of hiking, the book is designed to help
you determine which animals created
the various tracks you may encounter
along the way.  The book provides the
reader with an overview of basic track-

ing terms, tips on interpreting track
clues and information on gait and
walking patterns. This book is a bit
more simple in its approach and as a
result older children might enjoy carry-
ing this book on hikes and thrill to the
satisfaction of making a positive ID.

The Winter Finders Set is available in
the online store at http://blackwalnut-
books.com/ecfinders.html from Nature
Study Guld Publishers for $10.65 US.  

One lucky HNC member will have

the opportunity to win the complete

set by answering the question below!

Book Review - Winter Finders Set

Winter Tree Finder, Winter Weed Finder, Track Finder - Nature Study Guild Publishers

by Tracey Conley

SEND YOUR
ANSWER TO:

wood_duck@bell.net
by November 20.

Question:

Name a common animal track
you might encounter on the trails
in the Hamilton-Wentworth
region.
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Mourning Doves Part 3
by June Hitchcox 

“My” Mourning Doves started another
family in August, only one egg this time.  

On September 10, I could see the little
face and neck of the squab peeking out
from under the adult. 

On September 17, both adults were on
the edge of the nest, concentrating on the
squab – the first time that I had seen
them together.  An hour later, all were
gone; nesting season was over for this
year.  

One bird expert who has heard my story
of a pair of Mourning Doves fledging
one young before the other egg, laid at
the same time, is even hatched, told me it
was new to her.  Perhaps the consistent-
ly-hot weather allowed the parents to
leave for periods of time while they con-
centrated on feeding the one that had
already left the nest?  

If they return next year, or any other
species nests where I can see them, my
top priority will be to more consistently
date their progress because strange
things do happen! 

Mourning Dove eggs hatch in about 15
days and the squabs leave the nest about
16 days later.   From my notes, this is the
2010 history of this pair of Mourning
Doves: 

The first nest, in early June, was unsuc-
cessful – probably predators.  

Two eggs were laid  about June 20 and
one of the squabs fledged (left the nest)
July 20; the second egg that the parents

were still brooding (in very warm weath-
er), hatched and left the nest August 17,
although the egg was laid June 20, 58
days before instead of the normal 30
days or so!

Another egg, the last of the season, was
laid shortly afterwards and fledged
September 17.  

If anyone has an answer to this long
incubation, it would be most appreciat-
ed.   

Photo: Mourning Doves by Z.
Macroura

CONGRATULATIONS!!

ZAKHAR HUSAK

is the winner of a brand new

copy of Birds of Canada!

We hope you enjoy your

book!
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Regular Meetings

“Ontario's 3 billion year

geologic journey?

Nick Eyles

Come hear Dr. Eyles speak on the fasci-
nating 3 billion year long story of

Ontario's geological evolution, from its
beginnings as part of an early landmass

called Arctica, its incorporation into
enormous supercontinents, through to the

repeated ice ages and abrupt climatic
changes of the last few thousand years.

Nick Eyles is a former board member of
the Toronto Field Naturalists and

Scientific Advisor to the CBC production
Geologic Journey. Dr. Eyles holds a
Ph.D. and D.Sc. and is Professor of

Geology at the University of Toronto. 

He has authored more than 150 publica-
tions in leading scientific journals on ice
age geology and environmental geology

in urban areas.

Next Month: Dec 13th

The Bird Detective - Bridget Stutchbury

Sanc. Land Trust Committee

Bird Study Group. Upcoming Events

Sunday, November 7

HNC ANNUAL FALL BIRD COUNT

This will be the 37th fall bird count in
Hamilton and you are welcome to join
experienced birders from HNC who will be
making a count of all different species of
birds in a 25 mile radius of Dundurn Castle.
Call Bill Lamond to sign up or to confirm
your count area.(519) 756 9546

Saturday, November 13at 8am 

LAKESHORE BIRDING FROM VAN

WAGNER'S TO 50 POINT

Kevin has been leading fall birding outings
for HNC for more than 30 years. Recently
he has been focussing more on water-birds
and there will be stops at various points
along the lake during this popular annual
excursion.

Meet in the parking lot of Hutch’s
Restaurant at 8am. The event will last for at
least the morning and if conditions are
good, into the afternoon. Dress warmly and
bring a spotting scope, if you have one, (as
well as your binoculars, of course).
Leader: Kevin Mc Laughlin,
kevinmc@mountaincable.net

Saturday, November 20 at 10am

MOSSES AND FOREST PLANTS IN

THE SPENCER GORGE, DUNDAS

Join Terry Carleton, our Conservation
Director. Bring a hand lens to examine
plants and a camera. Sturdy waterproof
footwear is essential. This hike is NOT suit-
able for disabled walkers. Distance to the
falls is approx. 4 km, you might like to
bring a lunch and eat it at the top of the
falls, then continue to Tews falls and the
Dundas peak, finishing about 3pm. Dress
warmly. Storm date is Sunday same time.
No specimen collecting.  Meet at 10am,
just off King St. W. along Woodley
Lane,(the road to the Dundas Golf and
Curling Club), on the left immediately
before the railway bridge as you go up the
hill towards Greensville. Park along the
side of the road.  Leader: Terry Carleton
(905) 515 4101 e-mail:
terry.carleton@utoronto.ca

Join us at an informal monthly meeting to
find out about the activities of the land
trust program to protect land in our area

and to steward our nature sanctuaries.  All
are welcome! We meet the evening of the
3rd Tuesday of each month.  Contact Jen
Baker, land trust coordinator, for details

(905) 524 3339 or
land@hamiltonnature.org).

Monday, November 8, 7:30 p.m. Monday, November 15, 7:30 p.m.

All of our hike leaders are volunteers
who give their time and expertise freely.
Participants are encouraged to share
their knowledge and enthusiasm.
Remember to bring along  items you
might need such as water, field guides,
binoculars, insect repellent, etc. Some
walks will be more rigorous than others,
so please assess your ability and check
with the hike leader if unsure.

No dogs please, as they startle wildlife,
damage nests and plants and interfere
with the enjoyment of other partici-
pants.

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club accepts
no responsibility for injuries of any kind
sustained by anyone as a result of par-
ticipating in any of these events.

Location: Burlington Senior’s Center
2285 New Street, 
Burlington

7:00-7:30: Decaf shade-grown coffee 
and snacks

7:30-9:30: Meeting, Auditorium B.
Contact: George Holland

905 945-3962

This is an informal meeting featuring a
discussion of recent bird sightings, an
identification session and a workshop or
slides about some aspect of birding. If
you are a beginning birder, come out to
learn more about birds. If you are an
experienced birder, come out to share
your knowledge and enthusiasm.

This month: Gulls with Kevin McLaughlin
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