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Designated as a threatened species in Ontario, the Hooded Warbler has been a regular breeding bird at 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary for the last several years. Singing males are routinely encountered at the sanctuary.  

 

Photo by Mike Veltri taken at Shell Park, Oakville, April 28, 2011. 
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Conservation Effort Worth Celebrating! 

Editorial 

The Hooded Warbler, featured on the 

front cover of our Wood Duck, is an 

Ontario success story. Based on 

information from the first (1986) and 

second (2007) Breeding Bird Atlas of 

Ontario, this warbler has seen an 

estimated 400% increase.  Its 

designation in Ontario is still rare, but 

that designation may be lifted if the 

current trend continues.  

This warbler can’t do without a 

mature forest with open patches where 

raspberries grow.  Spooky Hollow 

Sanctuary is such a forest that the 

Hooded Warbler is known to inhabit. 

Therefore, I think it’s fair to conclude 

that the purchase of Spooky Hollow is 

contributing to the success of this 

wonderful songbird.  

It’s time to celebrate! In colour!. 

Your Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

wants to start the 2011-2012 season 

and the 65th volume of the Wood 

Duck, with a special celebration.  As 

you will discover in this issue, there 

are many reasons to celebrate the 

acquisition of the Spooky Hollow 

Sanctuary by the Club 50 years ago.  

You will be able to sense the 

excitement from the above front cover 

of the Wood Duck from 1961.  Below, 

on page 5, you will read a 1964 

account of a great variety of species of 

plants that were encountered at 

Spooky Hollow by the late Monroe 

Landon. This account is particularly 

intriguing because it shows us what 

orchids, ferns, trees, and other plants 

were encountered 50 years ago. When 

you read this account you will be 

asking yourself: “What in the world is 

a squawberry or a puccoon? Are these 

plants still there? Have our 

conservation efforts been effective? 

What are we preserving?” I hope it 

will encourage you to hone your 

identification skills, visit our 

sanctuaries and other natural areas 

around Hamilton, and report your 



The Wood Duck – September 2011  Page 5 

 

findings to the membership.  Those 

findings will hopefully be used by 

future generations. That’s exactly 

what Bill Lamond did as he checked 

out the dragonflies (page 15) and 

butterflies (page 18) at the sanctuary, 

while Frank Morley provides us with 

an account of a nature hike that was 

held there at the end of May. I was 

fortunate enough to join him on the 

Spooky Hollow trails and was amazed 

at the variety of Carolinian fauna and 

flora present there. More about that on 

page 10.   But who has developed the 

property and blazed those trails at the 

sanctuary? On page 7 Elaine Serena 

recounts the work of the volunteers 

that have helped out developing the 

property, while Alf Senior describes 

the effort that is being undertaken to 

bring part of the sanctuary back to its 

original state. What was that original 

state? Find out on page 9.  Birders and 

other visitors, in the meantime, have 

passed on their observations to 

Noteworthy Bird Record keeper Rob 

Dobos, who again faithfully organized 

the results which you can find on page 

20.  Finally, although not entirely 

related to Spooky Hollow, I suppose 

that if you stand in a clearing in those 

woods you would be able to see the 

same astronomical observations that 

Mario Carr describes on page 22.  

Gord McNulty remembers Reg Parr 

who passed away earlier this year. His 

memoriam is found on page 17.  

I hope you’ll enjoy this special colour 

issue.  You’ll find it printed on FSC-

certified paper and the logo appears 

on the back page of the magazine.  

This means that the paper on which 

this paper is printed comes from 

forests that are maintained in a 

properly sustainable fashion, and is 

certified by the Forest Stewardship 

Council of Canada. For more 

information on this check out 

www.fsccanada.org.   Please address 

any feedback about the magazine, plus 

comments and ideas related to the 

club to Herman van Barneveld at 

hjvb@shaw.ca. In addition, we are 

always looking for talents in the craft 

of nature interpretive writing. Let us 

know if you are interested in 

contributing. That would be great. 

Clipart in this issue is provided courtesy of  

Florida Ecucational Technology Clearinghouse 

at http://etc.usf.edu/clipart

 

Ecology and Flora of Spooky Hollow Sanctuary 
by Monroe Landon after whom is named Spooky Hollow’s Landon Trail 

 

pooky Hollow – one hundred acres of forested hills 

and valleys with a crystal-clear stream, borders one 

of the early winding roads that led to the 

Normandale Iron Smelter of 1830, and nearby Turkey 

Point, capital of the London District, 1800-15. 

Legend tells us that there was a substantial dwelling at the foot 

of the hill (near the present house – which is the third) where 

the occasional traveller would find lodging overnight. This lucky 

(?) journeyer retired to his bed but was never seen nor heard of 

afterwards. Rumour soon linked his mysterious disappearance with 

foul play and his spook is said to still haunt the Hollow. It 

would be hard to find a better paradise this side of the Styx.  

It is a veritable naturalists’ paradise with environments 

ranging from hilltop to streambank, hardwood to coniferous cover, 

acid to neutral pH, clay, sand, muck or gravel – all combined 

with an equitable climate where the land has never been disturbed from its virgin state 

for agricultural purposes. 

Fig. 1 - Showy Ladyslipper 
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For instance, as one enters, he finds, according to season, among the 

Horsetails, Habenarias flava (see Fig.2) and lacera,  Adder’s Tongue 

fern, Apios or Fringed Gentians, and further south, to the left on the 

hillsides, quantities of Rue Anemone, Hepatica and Columbine. On the 

right or creek side, the Showy Ladyslipper (see Fig. 1)and Goldthread, 

Squawberry, Foamflower, Mitreworts and Jacks-in-the-Pulpit under the 

Hemlocks, Larches, Cedars and Pines. 

Further to the West, where the springs flow out of the hillsides, are 

found cool, moisture-loving species of Violets, Mountain Maple, 

Leatherwood and the Beaked Hazelnut which is rare in Norfolk County. 

On the hillside are Stemless and Yellow Ladyslippers (see Fig.3), Round-

leaved Habenaria, many species of ferns (especially Maidenhair). Here the 

soft Maples, White Ash, Basswood, etc. begin to give way to the White, 

Red and Black Oaks, Sassafras and Flowering Dogwood. 

Plants loving acid sand, such as Violas pedata and fimbriata, the two 
golden Puccoons, Houstonia, fern-leaved Gerardia, Ground Phlox, 

Helianthemums, Orange Milkweed and possibly whorled Milkweed, may be 

found. Bare sandy patches may have Earthstars and Morels may be found 

over most of the area. 

Suppose we cross the area from North to South, starting at the 

stream which is one of the few clear speckled trout streams that 

are left. We leave the watercress, Golden Saxifrage, Crinkleroot, 

Pepper Roots, Golden Ragwort, Foamflower and Mitreworts – 

through the Trilliums, Bloodroot, Cohosh, Thalictrum, 

Sarsaparilla, various Dogwoods, over the height of land and down 

to a small stream featured by Ironwood, Blue Beech, Trilliums, 

Marsh marigolds and Skunk Cabbage and up another hill where Sweet 

Chestnut is not uncommon.  

It was at the Southwest end where four years ago, the owner 

applied to the County for a permit to clear an area for a gravel    

pit. The Tree Commission wondered why and whether he was 

influenced by the report that gravel found in a well dug for the 

last sawmill, showed more than the usual gold content. There may 

be “gold in them thar hills”! 

Besides what has been mentioned, the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

have done a very valuable work of conservation by acquiring this 

area – for which Norfolk County is very grateful. Its value as a 

sanctuary is augmented by another hundred acres to the West – Spooky Hills – owned by 

Mrs. Barbara Anderson of Simcoe, and beyond this again, an area belonging to the Boy 

Scouts which connects up with the Turkey Point Provincial Park, No.2 Forestry Station, the 

Wilderness Area and Turkey Point Marsh. All of these combine to preserve wildlife. 

Fig. 3 - Yellow Ladyslipper 

Fig. 2 - Haberarias flava 
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From a forestry standpoint, the area is well covered with better than half-grown Oak, 

Pine, Ash, Maple, Cherry, Cedar, etc., which should, at harvest time, yield an annual 

dividend without having any bad effect on the ecology of the area, that would repay the 

capital investment. 

And – let’s hope that Old Spooky can be its eternal Warden! 

Note: Spooky Hollow Sanctuary was acquired by the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club in July of 

1961 – and we believe them to be the first nature group in the Dominion of Canada to 

purchase and set aside a privately-owned wildlife conservation area. They are proud to 

have pioneered in this action and to have set an example for fellow groups in the 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists. The idea has caught fire and we are pleased that so 

many of the affiliated clubs have purchased – or are in the process of purchasing –  

sanctuaries in their respective areas. 

From Wood Duck Volume 17 Number 8, April 1964 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifty Years of Volunteering at Spooky Hollow 
by Elaine Serena – Volunteer Director 
                                                             

he HNC's legendary 
acquisition of Spooky Hollow 
Nature Sanctuary 50 years ago 

started a long history of volunteering. 
Marion Shivas was the leading force 
encouraging the HNC to buy the 
forest property near Normandale, 
when a group of HNC members saw 
the “for sale” sign while camping in 
the area. Bert McLaren was HNC 
President at the time and Robert 
Elstone the Sanctuary Committee 

chairman. Many club members 
pitched in to donate or lend money to 
purchase the property, and 
subsequently helped to clear trails. 
Marion Shivas became the first 
Sanctuary Director in 1964, a 
position she held for 22 years! 
Among those early volunteers, 
several names come up frequently: 
Ian Reid, Hazel Broker, Shirley 
Klement, Bert McLaren, Bob 
Elstone, Norm and Mary Pomfret, 

Lydia Hamilton, Sheila Forbes, 
Charlie Zimmerman, Bob Bateman, 
George Meyers, and of course, the 
indomitable Marion Shivas. Some of 
these members are no longer with us, 
while others are still very active 
sanctuary volunteers.  

Peter Thoem took over from Marion 
as Sanctuary Director from 1985 to 
1987. Peter also headed up the 
Sanctuary Committee, which had 

T 

Join the HNC Board of Directors 

The HNC Nominating Committee is looking for two new directors to join the HNC Board when the 

October 2011 – October 2012 Board is elected at the HNC Annual General Meeting on October 3, 

2011.  To volunteer your services, please contact Past President Jim Stollard by phone (905) 634-3538 

or e-mail (jjstollard@sympatico.ca).  To nominate another club member please send a written note to 

Past President Jim Stollard at P.O. Box 89052, Hamilton ON L8S 4R5 and include a signed consent 

from the nominee agreeing to serve on the HNC Board.  The deadline for nominations is Monday 

September 19, 2011.  If you wish further information about the positions available, please contact Jim 

Stollard by phone or e-mail. 
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been set up in the 1950s to raise 
funds to purchase land, while at the 
same time overseeing the manage-
ment of the sanctuary properties.  

Al Robson was the next director from 
1987 to 1989, followed by John 
Fischer who took over for the next 
eight years. John is especially 
remembered for all his work building 
bridges and boardwalks, ably assisted 
by Frank Morley and Tony Scacchi, 
the wood cutter. John has been out 
for almost every sanctuary work 
party since then – busy with 
chainsaw – clearing hazard trees and 
doing all manner of maintenance 
work (Fig. 10). Hazel Broker has also 
been out regularly all those years, her 
favourite job being to keep the trails 
clear and well-marked with red 
flagging tape.  

Frank Morley was the next Sanctuary 
Director from 1997 to 2001. His 
extensive knowledge of the flora and 
fauna and his frequent nature outings 
to the sanctuaries are a special 
memory for many of us.  

Warren Beacham is our present 
Sanctuary Director. He had also 
followed Frank for a six year term, 
continuing the tradition of protecting 

and managing the property and 
arranging work parties in fall and 
winter.  

In recent years, a faithful group of 
club members come out regularly to 
clear and mark out the trails, remove 
invasive species, and monitor all the 
rare plants at Spooky Hollow. They 
include Alf Senior, Glenn Barrett, 
Shirley Klement, Diane Green, Paul 
Attack, Margaret and Tom Troy and 
various others. Over the years many 
HNC members have enjoyed the 
camaraderie and peaceful 
surroundings of the beautiful 
Carolinian forest on these "work" 
days. In the winter there are stories of 
Tony's chilli and Frank's sausages 
heated over a camp fire, followed by 
delicious bundt cake from Tony's 
wife, Nancy.  

Michael Fischer, HNC Vice 
President, has been another regular 
member of our sanctuary workforce 
for several years and he took over 
from Warren as Sanctuary Director, 
from 2007 -2010. He has continued 
Warren and Paul Attack's lead in 
taking the Sanctuary Committee in a 
new direction. He set up the Head-of-
the-Lake Land Trust and at first hired 

Alan Ernest,  and more recently, Jen 
Baker, as our Land Trust Coordina-
tors. These two delightful and 
incredibly committed people have 
done amazing work in all our 
sanctuaries, bringing their special 
skills and experience in this field. 
They greatly expand the activities of 
HNC in land acquisition and 
management. Both of them have 
been enthusiastic and inspirational 
leaders, giving much volunteer time 
over and above their contracted 
hours.  

Spooky Hollow is also a favourite 
destination for the birders in our club, 
who enjoy the migrating birds in the 
spring and resident birds at other 
times of the year and keep an 
inventory of the species there. Brian 
Wylie, Bob Curry, Rob Dobos and 
Bill Lamond and many of the other 
brilliant naturalists in our club have 
shared their expertise with us and 
given us magical days out exploring 
the area.  

I encourage all club members to visit 
Spooky Hollow on our HNC outings 
and to get involved as volunteers too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

The first Bird Study Group meeting will be on Sept. 19 at the Burlington Seniors' Centre.  Speaker:  

Sherrene Kevan   Topic: Woodthrush Research.  

Join us on Saturday, November 19 for A Night Out For Nature as we raise funds to permanently 

protect land in the Pleasant View area of Dundas.  The fun evening will feature homemade spaghetti 

dinner made by HNC chefs, live entertainment and a spaghetti sauce cook-off!  It is being held at St. 

Paul’s United Church in Dundas and tickets are $25.  Stay tuned for more details or contact Jen Baker 

at 905-524-3339 or land@hamiltonnature.org.  

Calling all chefs.  Do you have a spaghetti sauce that gets rave reviews? If so, you should join the 

spaghetti sauce cook-off happening at A Night Out For Nature!  You can keep the recipe a secret, just 

bring enough of the sauce for people to taste and vote on.  Prizes will be available for the top chef.  

For more details please contact Jen Baker at 905-524-3339 or land@hamiltonnature.org. 
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Spooky Hollow Oak Savanna 
Restoration  
by  Alf  Senior 

 

he Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

(HNC) has deep roots in habitat 

protection. We can look back to 

the Hamilton Bird Protection Society 

(as our Club was called in the 1920s) 

and our role in protecting Cootes 

Paradise as a wildlife sanctuary.  The 

HNC built on this tradition in the 1960s 

when the Club acquired the Spooky 

Hollow Nature Sanctuary.  

In 1961, under the leadership of Club 

President Marion Shivas and with the 

encouragement of the botanist Monroe 

Landon, we checked out a dilapidated 

“For Sale” sign and before the weekend 

was over, the Club had purchased its 

first sanctuary. The property was a gem 

of a mature Carolinian forest called 

Spooky Hollow. Not only was it a 

botanical prize, it was a sanctuary for 

all of nature. Well before the term land 

trust became popular, we were the first 

nature club in Ontario to own and 

protect land.  

With ownership comes responsibility. 

This includes ensuring that the land and 

species present are inventoried and 

adjacent lands are acquired, if possible, 

to further protect the rare species.  In 

1993 the HNC acquired a neighbouring 

property with the support of the 

Ontario Heritage Trust. Much of this 

addition had been planted as a White 

Pine plantation which was the practice 

of the day in order to reduce soil 

erosion on abandoned agricultural 

lands.  This brings into play another 

responsibility of a nature land trust - 

restoration. Old records indicated that 

this pine plantation was historically an 

oak savanna. An inventory by Mary 

Gartshore confirmed this.  The abutting 

edge of the original Spooky Hollow 

property is oak forest and contains 

Wild Lupine, Butterfly-weed,  and 

Green Milkweed as well. All are 

indicative of the historical oak savanna 

habitat.  This mandates a need for the 

Club to work to restore the plantation 

to its historic savanna habitat.  

Let us look at what constitutes oak 

savanna.  An article by Graham Buck 

in the Blue Stem Banner (Winter 2007) 

describes what we are working 

towards. Savanna is a type of habitat 

dominated by grasses and wildflowers 

with scattered trees that, in the case of 

Spooky Hollow, are primarily oak. The 

article indicates that there should be 5 

to 44 canopy trees per hectare and 5-

35% crown cover. If we are to restore 

the site to oak savanna, this should be 

our goal.  

How do you restore a pine plantation 

back to savanna? It requires hard- 

working volunteers. For each of the last 

10 years, skilled chainsaw operators 

have removed a bit more plantation by 

cutting down the pine trees.  The brush 

is then burned to clear the way for the 

plant seeds in nature’s seedbank to 

grow. The logs are stacked to provide 

habitat for small herbivores.  Some of 

the pines are girdled using a retired 

chainsaw blade on two handles; not 

easy work. Elsewhere, there is an 

ongoing war with Autumn Olive and 

Multiflora Rose, both invasive shrubs 

that are as great a foe of the savanna as 

the plantation pines. 

 

Fig.4   Typical oak Savanna. 

You may ask what motives volunteers 

to take on such tasks? There are many 

things – a love of nature, fellowship 

with other naturalists, and good food. 

HNC work parties have a couple of key 

volunteers who provide chili and other 

goodies, which help to fuel the work of 

clearing more pines each year.  

After years of thought and planning, 

we are now ready to take a major step 

in restoring Spooky Hollow’s savanna 

habitat. Early next spring there will be 

a small prescribed burn. With 

donations from members and with 

grants from TD Friends of the 

Environment, and Shell Environ-

mental Fund, we have hired profes-

sionals from Lands & Forests 

Consulting to do this for us. Before the 

burn there will be a weather station set 

up on site.  The Norfolk Field 

Naturalists have generously offered to 

take the daily weather readings to help 

Lands & Forests decide when the burn 

should take place (most likely in early 

April). After the burn, the HNC will 

implement a monitoring program to 

help determine the success of the 

project.    

The HNC has owned Spooky Hollow 

since 1961 and is committed to 

protecting it for future generations.  If 

restoring habitat and the spirituality of 

hard work with fellow naturalists 

interests you, please join us on a work 

party. 

T 
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Naturefest 2011 and Spooky Hollow 

by Frank Morley 

he Long Point World Biosphere 

Reserve Foundation organized 

a Long Point-Carolinian Cele-

bration on May 27-29, 2011 and called 

it “Naturefest”.  The program that was 

created was imaginative with 

something for every interest, from 

canoeing to biking to nature 

interpretation to walking tours and 

hiking. 

 

    Fig. 5 - Scarlet Tanager 

The program started on Friday evening 

with a talk by Michael Bradstreet, a 

former co-owner of the 70 acre 

northern portion of our Spooky Hollow 

Sanctuary who sold it to us in 1993. He 

spoke on how the Nature Conservancy 

Canada (NCC) was able to purchase 

the forested lands of Backus Woods, 

north of the mill, from the Long Point 

Region Conservation Authority 

(LPRCA).  Many other smaller tracts 

of land in the area had previously been 

obtained by NCC through the 

generosity of the Weston Family. The 

LPRCA is prone to logging as part of 

their management plan, and have 

aggressively logged properties close to 

Spooky Hollow. I am relieved to know 

that these lands, acquired by the NCC, 

will never be subjected to logging.   

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club was 

invited to join the weekend program, 

and we did, leading three hikes in 

Spooky Hollow on May 28th and 29th.   

The hike leaders were Sheldon 

McGregor and Frank Morley assisted 

by Herman van Barneveld, our Wood 

Duck Editor, and Bev McLeod, our 

Property Steward, who lives close-by 

in Port Ryerse.  The hike leaders used 

the Marion Shivas Trail as the main 

feature, with a little bit of the Hemlock 

Loop and Fisher’s Creek (Fig. 9) 

thrown in.  Weather conditions were 

nearly perfect and the absence of biting 

insects was a bonus.  Of the birds seen 

or heard, Acadian Flycatcher, Hooded 

Warbler, and Scarlet Tanager (Fig. 5) 

topped the list.  As to plants, the 

Yellow Mandarin (Fig. 6), just past 

flowering, seemed to be constantly in 

view while a nice stand of the Hay-

scented Fern was rediscovered.  You 

have to be present at just the right time 

to view the beauty of some plants and 

we got lucky.  Both the Interrupted 

Fern (Fig.7 and Fig.19) and Cinnamon 

Fern were very colourful and the entire 

forest floor was covered in various 

shades of green. You could really see 

the colour differences of all the plants. 

Skunk Cabbage (Fig. 8), abundant in 

low-lying sloughs, is unique in that it is 

able to increase its surroundings to melt 

the snow.  

Recently fallen trees, brought down by 

storms (and climbed over by all the 

hikers) demonstrated that the forest is 

constantly evolving. Invasive plants 

like Garlic Mustard, Periwinkle, and 

Creeping-charlie were noticed in the 

interior very close to the trails. They 

will have to be dealt with. 

Unfortunately, any type of traffic can 

bring these seeds far into the forest. 

The people who signed up for our 

hikes, some of whom came all the way 

from Ottawa, were impressed by the 

beauty of our sanctuary, and kept 

thanking us for keeping it in such a 

natural state (Fig.30). 

Naturefest was a success and will be 

repeated, so look for it next year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Fig. 7  Interrupted fern. 

T 

Fig. 6  Yellow Manderin 
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Fig. 8  The offensive odour of Skunk Cabbage attracts pollinators such as stoneflies and bees. 
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Fig. 11  Common Green Darner taken on August 8, 

2011 at the Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. Photo by 

Brian Wylie 

Fig. 12  Common Painted Lady taken on Aug. 8, 

2011 at the Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. Photo by 

Brian Wylie 

Fig. 13  Red-Spotted Purple, Aug. 8, 2011, Spooky 

Hollow Sanctuary, Norfolk County. Photo by Brian 

Wylie. 

Fig. 14  Lance-tipped Darner, male, Aug. 4, 2011, 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, Norfolk County. Photo by 

Bill Lamond. 

Fig. 9  The perfectly clear Fisher’s Creek at 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. Photo by Allan Rodie. 

Fig. 10  Volunteers are removing invasive shrubs 

from Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. Photo by Sandy 

Turner. 
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Fig. 15  Spicebush Swallowtail, Aug. 4, 2011, Spooky   

Hollow Sanctuary. Photo by Bill Lamond. 

Fig. 16  Giant Swallowtail, Aug. 4, 2011, Spooky Hollow 

Sanctuary. Photo by Bill Lamond. 

Fig. 17  Snout Butterfly, Aug. 4, 2011, Spooky Hollow 

Sanctuary. Photo by Bill Lamond. 

Fig. 18  We need your help with identifying this plant 

found blooming at Spooky Hollow on May 28. 

Recognize it? Please let us know. Photo by Herman van 

Barneveld. 

 

Fig. 19  Not often will you find uninterrupted fields of 

Interrupted Fern as large as those found at Spooky 

Hollow Sanctuary. Photo by Herman van Barneveld. 

 

Fig. 20  A number of different trails wind their way 

through mature Carolinian woodland at Spooky Hollow 

Sanctuary. Photo by Glenn Barrett. 
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 Fig. 21  Reg Parr, (third from the left, with the blue hat) enjoying an HNC field trip, Birds of the Dundas 

Valley, in June, 1994. Read memoriam for Reg on Page 17. Photo by Angie McNulty.   

 

 
 Fig. 22  Fisher’s Creek on a HNC field trip on Oct. 

22, 2000. Photo by Angie McNulty. 

 Fig. 23  Spooky Hollow on the same nature hike on 

Oct. 22, 2000. Photo by Angie McNulty. 
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T h e  D r a g o n ’ s  D e n  

Dragonflies and Damselflies of Spooky Hollow  

by Bill Lamond 

 

hen the HNC decided they 

would devote the 

September 2011 issue of 

the Wood Duck to Spooky Hollow 

Sanctuary, I decided that would be a 

great time to get to know the odonata 

of this wonderful sanctuary. Initially I 

was quite excited to carry out some 

surveys because, in the past, I had 

encountered some interesting odes at 

the sanctuary.  I remembered back to 

about five years ago when, during a 

HNC bird outing to the sanctuary, Carl 

Rothfels found at least four Twin-

spotted Spiketails along Spooky 

Hollow Road. I had only seen this 

species once before. He subsequently 

found some Sedge Sprites which were 

new for me at that time. Thinking back 

to this, I wondered what other neat 

things I might encounter there and I 

agreed to do survey work in the 

summer of 2011 with an eye to 

producing this article for Dragon’s 

Den. 

I should have wondered some more 

about this before I decided to do this. 

Suffice it to say, Spooky Hollow is not 

somewhere you would take a group of 

people to look for dragonflies and 

damselflies. One very critical reason: 

lack of water! Oh sure, the pristine 

Fisher’s Creek runs through the 

property but very few odonates use it 

for breeding. To put it bluntly, 

odonates need open ponds, open 

swamps, and open streams and rivers to 

complete their life cycle. A shaded 

trout creek, no matter how pristine, 

holds no interest for most odes. I 

should have known this but the 

presence of those spiketails blinded me. 

I was only able to visit the sanctuary on 

two occasions on spur-of-the-moment 

timing. The first visit was dismal and 

made we wonder why I ever thought 

Spooky Hollow odeing was a good 

idea. However, I was also timing this 

with butterfly surveys so all was not 

wasted.  

 

Fig. 24  Emerging dragonfly. 

The initial visit, with Kevin 

McLaughlin, was rather late in the 

season on 26 June. We saw a grand 

total of five species! There were neither 

spiketails nor Sedge Sprites in the spot 

where they were five years ago but it 

was at least two weeks later in the 

season. I suppose a lot can happen in 

five years when you are dealing with 

insects. Along Spooky Hollow Road 

we saw two Eastern Forktails and 

adjacent to them was one Fragile 

Forktail. Much later on we saw a 

Widow Skimmer in the same area and 

a Common Baskettail was observed 

briefly over the road. But that was it for 

Spooky Hollow Road. A hike into the 

sanctuary along the main trail to the 

new property revealed absolutely zero 

odes but did yield a multitude of 

mosquitoes. It wasn’t all bad of course 

as Spooky is magnificent and we did 

get pretty close to a male Acadian 

Flycatcher and two male Hooded 

Warblers. Back on the road, we drove 

over to Charlotteville Concession 2 

Road and checked out the new Spooky 

site along this road. It was just as bleak 

here (odonata speaking), and all we 

saw were four Common Whitetails and 

another Widow Skimmer.  

Shortly after this visit I talked to Brian 

Wylie and he confirmed that Spooky is 

a near-desert for odes. No matter, 

another visit was going to happen. 

On 4 August I visited the sanctuary 

again, alone, with much better results 

but still hardly exhilarating. Brian 

Wylie had informed me of a pond on 

the property adjacent to Spooky 

Hollow along Spooky Hollow Road. I 

briefly checked this pond and in short 

W 
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order encountered eight species: 

Slender Spreadwing-2, Eastern 

Forktail-2, Common Whitetail-2, 

Widow Skimmer-2, Twelve-spotted 

Skimmer-2, Blue Dasher -3, Eastern 

Pondhawk-2 and Ruby Meadowhawk-

4. Along Spooky Hollow Road there 

was very little; three Spotted 

Spreadwings and a likely emerald, 

unidentified. I walked southwards up 

the hill and then walked along the 

south edge of the property. In an 

opening, I encountered an Aeshna 

darner or “Blue Darner” if you will. I 

was fortunate to have it land nearby on 

a Staghorn Sumac and I was delighted 

to see that it was not an Aeshna but a 

Swamp Darner, in a closely related 

darner genera. I was happy to get at 

least one interesting species for the 

day.  

Back on Spooky Hollow Road, I 

noticed a distant darner flying over the 

adjacent cornfield. I got my binoculars 

on it and soon saw others. I scanned 

from one side of the field to the other 

and counted about 25 darners. I had no 

idea what they were but I wondered if 

they were all Swamp Darners. 

However, none were coming close to 

the road and I had no idea what they 

were. This would not do. I decided I 

had to walk out into the cornfield to get 

a handle on these beasts. I don’t know 

how many of you have walked through 

a cornfield? I have done this many 

times as a child, living on a farm as I 

did. It’s not a pleasant experience, 

especially in hot, humid weather. 

However, it’s all a question of height 

(mine and the corn). The drought this 

year had stunted the corn and it was 

only chest height. Easy, despite having 

to walk against the rows, making sure I 

wasn’t knocking any stalks over. 

However, moisture levels in the field 

were uneven and as I got closer to the 

darner “swarm” the corn was getting 

taller. Eventually I was afraid of 

getting swallowed up and I had to 

retreat. Once back in the stunted corn, a 

few darners came much closer. A 

Common Green Darner (Fig. 11) was 

the first to be identified. Then a bona 

fide Aeshna was close and I was not 

sure I had the space or agility to swing 

with my net. I got lucky here with my 

swing and caught the dragon. Holding 

my net high in the air I waded out of 

the corn to examine the dragonfly 

along the road. It was a male Lance-

tipped Darner (Fig. 14) and it was in 

very good shape. A very lovely species 

like so many of them are. The other 23 

darners went unidentified. Likely a 

mixture of Lance-tipped Darners and 

Common Green Darners but possibly a 

few Swamp Darners mixed in and who 

knows what else? 

 

Fig. 25  Shortly after emerging, a 

dragonfly lets its wings dry, making 

it look like a damselfly with its 

wings above the abdomen. 

I finished the day’s survey along 

Charlotteville Road 2. Not much here; 

a Widow Skimmer, a Ruby 

Meadowhawk and two more Swamp 

Darners that flew high over the road 

but obligingly landed on exposed 

branches high up to afford ID with 

binoculars. The highlight here was a 

Somatochlora emerald. This diverse 

genus of dragonflies is much sought 

out by dragonfly watchers as all the 

species are relatively scarce or outright 

rare.  There are about five species in 

our area but with few exceptions, they 

must be caught for identification. 

Easier said than done. They are rarely 

seen perched but are normally seen in 

flight, usually out of net range. Those 

dragonfly enthusiasts who are reading 

this know all too well what I mean. 

There is a thrill at seeing a 

Somatachlora fly about you as you 

position yourself to attempt a swing but 

it often ends in frustration as the 

dragonfly either flies off, stays 

overhead out of reach, or your swing 

misses and the beast vanishes in short 

order. With this individual, I never did 

get a chance to swing. I saw it four 

times over a span of about 90 minutes, 

but each time it only flew about for 20 

to 30 seconds over the road before 

vanishing. I have no idea what species 

it was but it was probably a Mocha 

Emerald. Just kidding, although it 

could have been this emerald that is 

very rare in Ontario, but it didn’t look 

quite large enough. Likely it was either 

a Clamp-tipped or Brush-tipped but 

possibly a Williamson’s Emerald. 

Obviously “missing” a good number of 

these emeralds contributes to their 

mystique.  

 So in summary, if you want to see a lot 

of dragonflies and damselflies, don’t go 

to Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. 

However, when you do find yourself 

there, make sure you take your insect 

net as you never know when an 

emerald might fly right past you and 

“invite you” to try to catch it.
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Reg Parr  -   In Memoriam 

by Gord McNulty  

 

he Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

lost an active and dedicated 

member with the death of Reg 

Parr at Macassa Lodge on June 17, 

2011 at age 91. 

Reg (Fig. 21) was a familiar figure in 

the HNC for many years, frequently 

attending the Club’s monthly meetings 

and the Bird Study Group.  With his 

ever-present backpack, the avid birder 

and hiker seldom missed summer field 

events and his enthusiasm belied his 

advancing age. 

Reg had a keen appreciation of all 

aspects of nature.  I recall how he drew 

my attention one summer evening to 

the graceful flight of a loose flock of 

Common Nighthawks as they chased 

insects in the sky.  A thoughtful person 

who enjoyed good conversation, Reg 

liked to discuss major environmental 

issues ranging the gamut from global 

warming to urban sprawl. 

“He loved the outdoors and the club,” 

his wife, Mary, noted. “We hiked the 

trails at Bayfront Park, the Beach Strip 

and Confederation Park.  He saw 

everything. I couldn’t keep up with 

him.”   

Elaine Serena, Volunteer Director, 

described Reg as one of the HNC’s 

special members.  “He was so friendly 

and welcoming to me as a new member 

to HNC, and he showed me interesting 

birds on HNC hikes,” she recalled. 

Reg was a longtime hiker in the 

Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club. He twice 

completed the “End to End” hike from 

Queenston to Tobermory and led Bruce 

Trail hikes.  

Born in England, Reg came to 

Hamilton with his parents when he was 

four or five years old.  When the 

Second World War erupted, he enlisted 

in the RCAF.  He learned to fly and 

earned his wings at Hagersville, where 

he became a flight instructor.   

Reg was then assigned to fly 

amphibious, twin-engined Canso 

aircraft out of Summerside, PEI, on 

coastal patrol looking for German 

submarines and warships. He was 

subsequently transferred to the Patricia 

Bay station on Vancouver Island, to 

watch for Japanese submarines.  Reg 

was especially interested in the Canso, 

flown as part of the Canadian Warplane 

Heritage Museum’s collection of 

historic aircraft. 

Reg worked at Canadian Westinghouse 

as an industrial engineer for 25 years 

after his wartime service.  

We extend deepest sympathies to Reg 

and his family.  Reg will be sadly 

missed but fondly remembered by 

everyone who was fortunate enough to 

meet him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

T 

Volunteers needed for the Refreshment table at HNC meetings! 

 Tony Scacchi, long time sanctuary volunteer and outstanding botanist, has also been hosting our 

refreshment table at HNC meetings for the last few years. Tony has been making hot coffee and 

bringing drinks, treats, and delicious cakes, (baked by his wife Nancy) for us to enjoy as we meet our 

friends. 

I would like to thank Tony for making the Social table such a success and for his unfailing dedication 

to our club. Tony has asked for someone to help him at the refreshment table this year.  Can someone 

please volunteer? That would be great!  Call Elaine Serena: (905) 639-2702 or e-mail: eserena@cogeco.ca 
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Spooky Hollow Birding Trip 

author unknown 

n June 11th we headed west to 

Spooky Hollow but we did not 

arrive there until 9 a.m. as we 

got a late start from Mississauga and 

then had to make an obligatory stop at 

Timmy’s in Simcoe (hope we didn’t 

make you wait Darlene). The rain 

mercifully held off for us and the 

insects were not bad at all as we 

prepared to take the plunge on the trail 

of this beautiful sanctuary. Before we 

headed in, I heard a Northern Parula 

and a singing Blue-winged Warbler 

close to the road between the trailhead 

and the nearby residence.  The Blue-

winged was responding to another 

singing further off the road in the 

clearing by Fisher’s Creek. We tried to 

get a good look at it, as its song seemed 

a bit off by usual Blue-winged 

standards. It sang a variant song similar 

to that which I have heard from 

Golden-winged Warbler. However, we 

were unable to visually confirm my 

suspicions that it was a hybrid warbler 

and we finally headed into the wooded 

area and off of the road. 

After listening for awhile at the trail 

intersection near the wooden bridge, 

we headed left after hearing the 

Acadian Flycatcher singing clearly 

from further along the trail. About 

seventy meters in, we got great views 

of it singing away. It was sitting only 

about two meters off the ground in a 

low shrub by the path. The group of 

five birders lingered to enjoy this hard-

to-get species while I investigated the 

Hairy Woodpecker that was 

continuously giving a distress call for 

several minutes further up the trail. 

Also heard here were Black-throated 

Green Warblers, Scarlet Tanager, 

Wood Thrush, Veery, Ovenbird, 

Canada Warbler, Rose-breasted 

Grosbeak, and even a Hooded Warbler 

sang a few times while we were there. 

Red-eyed Vireos were heard in a few 

places and we also heard one Blue-

headed Vireo singing near the wooden 

bridge at the trail intersection.  We 

headed up the Marion Shivas Trail and 

stopped for a group photo at the Betty 

Blashill Memorial Bench where we 

heard a possible Black-throated Blue 

Warbler singing only a two phrase song 

as compared to its normal 3 or 4 part 

song (e.g. “zray, zray, zray, zree” or  

“zray zray zree” ). It went only “zray 

zray” many times over for close to 20 

minutes. It sang long enough for me to 

get a visual confirmation of it about 

100 metres above the bench along the 

trail as a Black-throated Blue Warbler. 

We did not get a good look this year at 

the singing Canada Warbler near the 

trailhead but we did see a Baltimore 

Oriole, a Common Yellowthroat, and a 

female Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

from the road near the parking area 

before we left at 10:30 a.m. to head 

back to Toronto. 

Thanks to the Hamilton Naturalists’ 

Club for maintaining this wonderful 

place! 

 

Butterflies at Spooky Hollow Sanctuary in 2011 

by Bill Lamond 

s all of you know by now, this 

is year the 50th anniversary of 

the HNC’s purchase of 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. In honour 

of this, I decided to do some butterfly 

surveys at the sanctuary. I was 

coordinating these surveys with 

surveys of dragonflies and damselflies 

as well. The dragonfly part of this 

survey was published in the Dragon’s 

Den (see Pages 15,16). 

 Unlike dragonflies and damselflies, 

Spooky Hollow does have an 

interesting and diverse butterfly fauna. 

It’s not spectacular, as Spooky largely 

lacks the open meadows with flowering 

wildflowers that are required for adult 

nectaring butterflies. Nonetheless, the 

roadsides along Spooky Hollow Road 

and Charlotteville Road 2 provide good 

O 

A 
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nectaring opportunities. Additionally, 

the open areas that have recently been 

cleared in the pine plantations in the 

new part of the sanctuary have created 

great nectaring opportunities. Butterfly-

weed is now found in these openings 

amongst other wildflowers and many 

butterflies are using this nectar source. 

 I visited the sanctuary only twice in 

2011. I would like to have visited the 

sanctuary at least four times but I could 

only manage the two visits. Work is 

definitely the curse of the naturalist’s 

crowd.  

The first visit was on 26 June and I was 

ably assisted by Kevin McLaughlin. 

We didn’t see many butterflies but we 

did come up with 14 species. The 

highlight was definitely Spicebush 

Swallowtail. We saw three of these 

magnificent swallowtails. We were 

also happy to see one Gray Comma 

along Spooky Hollow Road, right at 

the entrance to the sanctuary. The most 

common butterflies on this date were 

Little Wood Satyr, Summer Azure and 

Orange (Northern) Crescent. 

 

y other visit was a solo 

survey on 4 August. I saw 

20 species on this date, 13 

of which were different from the 26 

June visit, making for a total of 27 

species over the two visits. A fairly 

respectable total but nothing to write 

home about. Nonetheless, some good 

things were found on the 4 August 

visit. The highlight was a Snout 

Butterfly (see Fig. 17) along Char-

lotteville Road 2.  This rare immigrant 

is a Hackberry feeder. One would 

think that this would indicate that 

there are some nearby Hackberry trees 

but I’m not sure if there are. Also 

along this road was a Common 

Buckeye. This striking immigrant has 

been observed in good numbers again 

in southern Ontario this year but 

nothing like the “outbreak” in 2010. 

Also of note here was the diversity of 

swallowtails. In one short section of 

Charlotteville Road 2, I saw four 

species of swallowtail: Giant (Fig.16), 

Eastern  Tiger, Black and Spicebush. 

Spooky Hollow is one of the best 

places anywhere to see Spicebush 

Swallowtail and it didn’t disappoint 

on this day as I saw at least 12 

individuals (see Fig.15). The most 

common species were Spicebush 

Swallowtail, Cabbage White and Red-

spotted Purple (Fig. 13).  

There were several species that should 

have been recorded at Spooky but 

were not found in 2011. No doubt this 

was due to the lack of effort on my 

part although it seemed to be a bad 

year for butterflies. In the Hamilton 

area, there were very few hairstreaks, 

very few Great Spangled Fritillaries 

and very few anglewings or Vanessa 

species. This was also my experience 

at Spooky Hollow although a visit 

around July 10th may have recorded 

some of these species, but perhaps not 

this year. Also missing were very 

common species such as Common 

Wood Nymph, Northern Pearly Eye, 

Appalachian Eyed Brown, Pecks’s 

Skipper and Tawny-edged Skipper 

which were surely present in 2011. As 

you look at the list below, Spooky 

Hollow Sanctuary is a good place to 

look for butterflies. It will be 

interesting to see how it changes when 

more of the artificial pine plantation is 

converted to Oak savanna habitat.

The following is the butterfly list for 26 June 2011: 
 
Spicebush Swallowtail-3 
Cabbage White-3  
Orange (Northern) Crescent-30 
Eastern Tailed-Blue-1 
Summer Azure-30 
 

Little Wood Satyr-25 
Red-spotted Purple-4 
Mourning Cloak-1 
Inornate (Common) Ringlet-2 
Gray Comma-1 
 

Silver-spotted Skipper-4 
Least Skipper-1 
European Skipper-3 
Hobomok Skipper-1 
 

M 

Fig. 26  Swallowtail species 
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Legend: 

SM –singing male 

terr. –territorial bird 

m. -male 

f. -female 

 

 

N o t e w o r t h y  B i r d  R e c o r d s  

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary – Spring / Summer 2011  

by Rob Dobos 

his is the first of what will hopefully become a regular annual compilation of bird records 

from the Spooky Hollow Sanctuary.  It follows the format used for the Noteworthy Bird 

Records for the Hamilton Study Area (HSA).  It should be noted that the Spooky Hollow 

Sanctuary (SHS), located near the village of Normandale in Norfolk County, is well outside of 

the HSA circle area.  Location information is not provided for these records since they are all of 

birds seen/heard within or over the property.  This summary includes sightings reported to the 

author or posted on email listserves from the period May to July 2011.  Birders are encouraged to 

submit any additional sightings, including for the remainder of the year, to the author at the 

contact information listed below.  Depending on information received, a supplementary summary for 2011 will be published 

in a later issue of the Wood Duck. 

Observers: John Brett (JBr), Barb Charlton (BC), Rob Dobos (RD), Christian Friis (CF), George Holland (GH), Bill Lamond 

(BL), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Robert Maciver (RM), Sheldon McGregor (SMG), Herman van Barneveld (HvB), Gene 

Walz (GW), Angie Williams (AW), Ken Williams (KW). 

Ruffed Grouse: One on Jun 30 (GH,GW). 

Broad-winged Hawk: One terr. ad. on May 18 

(RD,BC). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: One on Jun 15 (GH). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: One on Jun 15 (GH); one on 

Jun 30 (GH,GW). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One on Jun 11 (RD); one 

on Jun 30 (GH,GW). 

Pileated Woodpecker: One m. on Jun 11 (RD); one 

on Jun 26 (BL,KM); one on Jun 30 (GH,GW). 

Acadian Flycatcher: One SM heard/seen on the 

following dates: May 28 (SMG,HvB et al.), Jun 3 (RM), 

Jun 5 (CF,JBr et al.), Jun 11 (RD), Jun 12 (KW,AW), 

Jun 26 (BL,KM); two birds (presumably a breeding 

pair) on Jun 15 (GH) and Jun 30 (GH,GW).  Spooky 

Hollow has been a regular site for this endangered 

species of Carolinian forests the past several years 

and is a draw for many visiting birders. 

The following is the butterfly list for August 4, 2011: 
 
Orange Sulphur-2 
Common (Clouded) Sulphur-1 
Cabbage White-12 
Black Swallowtail-1 
Spicebush Swallowtail-12  
Giant Swallowtail-1 
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail-1 
 

Eastern Tailed Blue-3 
Summer Azure-4 
Pearl Crescent-2 
Red-spotted Purple-8 
Viceroy-1 
Question Mark-1 
Mourning Cloak-2 

Common Buckeye-1 
Snout Butterflly-1 
Monarch-3 
Silver-spotted Skipper-4 
Northern Broken-Dash-3 
Dun Skipper-4 
 

T 
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Eastern Wood-Pewee: One SM on Jun 11 (RD). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One on May 28 (SMG,HvB 

et al.); two on Jun 11 (RD). 

Blue-headed Vireo: One SM on Jun 11 (RD). 

Red-eyed Vireo: 14 SM on Jun 11 (RD). 

Tufted Titmouse: One on Jun 30 (GH,GW). 

Carolina Wren: One on Jun 30 (GH,GW). 

Veery: Two SM on May 18 (RD,BC); eight SM on Jun 

11 (RD); four SM on Jun 26 (BL,KM). 

Swainson’s Thrush: One on Jun 30 (GH,GW). 

Hermit Thrush: One on Jun 11 (RD) was a likely 

breeder. 

Wood Thrush: Four SM May 18 (RD,BC); eight on Jun 

11 (RD). 

Blue-winged Warbler: Two SM on Jun 11 (RD). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One on May 28 (SMG,HvB et 

al.); one SM on Jun 11 (RD); one SM on Jun 26 

(BL,KM). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: One SM on Jun 11 

(RD); one on Jun 15 (GH); one on Jun 30 (GH,GW). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Three SM on Jun 11 

(RD); one on Jun 12 (KW,AW); two SM on Jun 26 

(BL,KM); one on Jun 30 (GH,GW). 

Blackburnian Warbler: One SM on Jun 11 (RD); one 

on Jun 15 (GH); one SM on Jun 26 (BL,KM). 

Pine Warbler: Two SM on Jun 11 (RD); three SM on 

Jun 26 (BL,KM). 

Cerulean Warbler: One SM on Jun 11 (RD); three SM 

on Jun 15 (GH); three on Jun 30 (GH,GW). 

Black-and-white Warbler: One on May 28 (SMG,HvB 

et al.). 

American Redstart: One SM on Jun 11 (RD).  

Ovenbird: Two SM on Jun 11 (RD); one on Jun 12 

(KW,AW). 

Common Yellowthroat: One SM on Jun 11 (RD); one 

on Jun 12 (KW,AW). 

Hooded Warbler: Six SM + one terr. f. on Jun 11 

(RD); one on Jun 12 (KW,AW); five on Jun 15 (GH); 

four SM + one terr. f. Jun 26 (BL,KM); one on Jun 

30 (GH,GW).  

Canada Warbler: One on May 28 (SMG,HvB et al.); 

one SM on Jun 26 (BL,KM). 

Scarlet Tanager: One m. on May 28 (SMG,HvB et al.); 

five SM on Jun 11 (RD); one on Jun 12 (KW,AW); 

one SM on Jun 26 (BL,KM); one on Jun 30 (GH,GW). 

Eastern Towhee: Two on Jun 11 (RD); one on Jun 

30 (GH,GW). 

 

Additional species that are more commonly occurring at Spooky Hollow Sanctuary and recorded in 2011: Turkey 

Vulture, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Mourning Dove, Blue Jay, American Crow, 

Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Cedar Waxwing, Chipping 

Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Brown-headed Cowbird, 

American Goldfinch. 

Please send any additional bird records from Spooky Hollow for this period and for Aug-Dec 2011 by Jan 10, 2012 to: 

Rob Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H 3S1; ph: (905) 628-0297; e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca 

 

Fig. 27  Eastern Towhee 
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September Night Sky    by Mario Carr 

obody can deny that this 

summer was one of the hottest 

in recorded history. Well, it 

turns out that astronomical 

events since my last article in May were 

just sizzling as well.  

In these past few months we discovered 

water on Mars, Juno was launched with 

a five year journey to the planet Jupiter, 

the space shuttle made its last launch, 

and an asteroid temporarily called 2010 

TK7 was found amazingly sharing 

Earth’s orbit.  

As 2010 TK7 and the Earth orbit the sun 

they remain in sync. The asteroid is 

always ahead of the Earth. It sometimes 

moves closer and sometimes further 

from the Earth but it’s never a threat to 

us, so they say. It is known as a Trojan 

asteroid and Jupiter has thousands of 

them. This is the first Earth Trojan 

asteroid discovered. 

Locally, the Hamilton Amateur 

Astronomers (HAA) put on a number of 

events to promote astronomy. The 

group’s annual Perseids Meteor Shower 

night was held on August 12 at the 

Binbrook Conservation Area. K-Lite 

FM’s community cruiser even made a 

special appearance. The HAA also had a 

special astronomy night for the residents 

of the Cedar Springs Community 

Association. I personally attended many 

star parties and observing sessions and 

each time I was more amazed with the 

summer sky, but the wonders don’t stop 

there. 

Here are some important events for 

September stargazers. Most are listed in 

the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers 

calendar. We’ll start with the planets. 

Mercury is low in the east-southeast sky 

but difficult to see in the later part of the 

month. Venus is visible near month’s 

end in the west during evening twilight. 

Mars rises around 1 a.m. and is high in 

the southeast sky at dawn.  

Jupiter rises before 9 p.m. and is high in 

the southern sky by early morning. 

Saturn is very low in the sky at dusk and 

sets in the early evening. Uranus rises 

early in the evening and is high is the 

southern sky by 4 a.m.   

Neptune is high in the southern sky by 

midnight. Pluto is in the southern sky 

during the evening and sets in the 

southwestern horizon by midnight. 

Sky Dates in September 

Sept. 1 – Pioneer 11 passed Saturn on 

this date back in 1979.  

Sept. 3 – Mercury is at its greatest 

western elongation or furthest from the 

Sun’s glare, making it a great time to 

observe the planet. 

Sept. 4 – First Quarter Moon. 

Sept. 9 – Hamilton Amateur 

Astronomers meeting at 7:30 p.m., 

Hamilton Spectator Building, 44 Frid 

St., Hamilton. Featured speaker 

McMaster University professor Dr. 

Laura Parker will discuss Gravitational 

Lensing. Free admission with door 

prizes. An optional donation of non-

perishable food items will be collected 

for local food banks. 

Sept. 12 – The Full Moon this evening 

is known as the Harvest Moon. It is also 

the smallest Full Moon of the year. 

Sept. 14 – John Dobson, the inventor of 

the Dobson telescope, was born on this 

day back in 1915. 

Sept. 15 – The Moon is at apogee or 

furthest from the Earth for the month at 

405,159 km. 

Sept. 18 – The Moon is less than 20 

from M45, the Pleiades star cluster. 

Sept. 20 – Last Quarter Moon. The 

Moon also grazes M1, the Crab Nebulae 

at 1 a.m. 

Sept. 23 – Fall begins with the Autumn 

Equinox. John Galle also finds Neptune 

on this date back in 1846. 

Sept. 25 - Uranus is at opposition 

meaning that is fully illuminated by the 

Sun. 

Sept. 26 – Starting tonight, the Zodiacal 

light can be seen for the next two weeks 

in the morning from a dark location. 

The Zodiacal light is created when 

sunlight is reflected off dust particles in 

the solar system back to Earth. 

Sept. 27 – New Moon. Saturn is also 

less than 3 degrees left of Venus during 

the evening. 

Sept. 28 – The Moon is at perigee or 

closets to the Earth for the month at 

357,555 km. 

Sept. 29 – Canada’s first satellite, 

Alouette 1, was launched on this date in 

1962.  

For more information, please see the 

Hamilton Amateur Astronomers web 

site at www.amateurastronomy.org or 

call (905) 627-4323.                  

Mario Carr is the HAA’s director of 

public education and a member of the 

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. He can be 

reached at mariocarr@cogeco.ca. He 

also has a blog at 

http://theskythismonth.wordpress.com

N 



The Wood Duck – September 2011  Page 23 

 

       
Fig. 28  The caption under this 1961 newspaper 

article reads: “Mrs. W.R.Shivas, president of the 

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, and Ray Lowes, vice-

president, put up the first sign at the club’s new 

nature study area.  Photo by Alex Yachiminie, staff” 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 29   The same sign half a century later, in 2011. A bit 

worn, but still effective. Had it eyes, how many trees 

would it have seen growing and maturing? Had it ears, 

what kind of bird songs would it have heard, or how 

many trees would it have heard crashing down during 

storms? Photo by Herman van Barneveld 
 

 

 
Fig. 30  Frank Morley, far left, sharing one of Spooky Hollow’s many secrets on May 28, 2011 during one of the 

“Naturefest” hikes. Photo by Herman van Barneveld. 

Back Cover: The Cucumbertree is Canada’s only native magnolia. It contributes to the uniqueness of our 

Carolinian Forests.  Photos by Herman van Barneveld. 
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