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Changing of the Guard 
Editor‟s note by Herman van Barneveld 

very month, the President of the Hamilton 

Naturalists‟ Club sends out a newsletter to keep the 

members up-to-date about the latest workshops, 

meetings and hikes. At the same time it serves as a nice 

reminder of what events are coming up. Other news and 

items are conveyed as well. In the February email newsletter, 

our President, Michael Fischer, wrote about some Northern 

Harriers and Short-eared Owls that both he and I observed 

near Vinemount close to Fifty Road just up the „mountain‟: 

As a pair of harriers ranged back and forth over the 

windswept field, we noted what we thought might be 

an owl alighted in a desiccated fruit tree. One of the 

harriers sweeping back and forth over the field from 

north to south was sure to come close to the owl in the 

tree if it maintained its pattern. Sure enough, when the 

harrier was almost directly above the tree by about 8 

meters it feinted towards the owl, dropping a few 

meters in the space of a second. The owl rose up itself, 

directly towards the apparent aggressor and when they 

had no more that 2 meters between them they broke 

off at the same time and lazily went their separate 

ways. The harrier, off to the east and the owl deeper 

into the quarry where it alighted on the rear of a large 

excavator. Was the harrier‟s dive bravado? Was it 

affrontery? Or a ribald greeting? 

It could be any one of those three possibilities I suppose, but 

to me it seemed as if the harrier was saying, “Ok, I‟m done 

for the day. Owl, it‟s your turn to control the mice in this 

quarry.”   To this the owl responded, “Fine. I‟m off. Hey 

wait a minute. It‟s only 4:30 pm. Forget it. I‟m going to sleep 

a little longer on this here excavator.”  

No point in overlapping guard duty during the changing of 

the guard in this context, I reckon. However, when it comes 

to the changing of the guard at the Board level, overlap is 

indispensable. New Board members have a lot to learn and it 

is very much appreciated when former Board members 

continue to stay on committees or make themselves available 

for advice and suggestions. We definitely need their 

experience and knowledge to make good decisions. Some of 

those decisions can be complicated and require a good 

understanding of the history, issues, rules, and laws involved.  

Another changing of the guard of sorts will soon take place. 

Summer birds will be coming in from the South, replacing 

Winter birds that will be flying North to breed there. 

Trumpeter Swans fall in the latter category.  The largest 

flock of wintering Trumpeter Swans in Southern Ontario can 

be found at LaSalle Park, Burlington. Extirpated from 

Ontario 100 years ago, these swans are the result of a 

successful and self-sustaining breeding program, initiated in 

1983 by Harry G. Lumsden. There are now over 1400 

Trumpeter Swans in Ontario. However, they haven‟t learned 

from their parents how to migrate. Instead, they get by on 

open water around the bay with the help of volunteers who 

feed the birds if the winter is severe. However, the aim is to 

eventually get the swans to migrate to the United States and 

find their way back. You can find more information about 

this program at www.trumpeterswansociety.wordpress.com 

and go to the archive page of June, 20091.   

The Second Breeding Bird Atlas of Ontario states that 

breeding for the Trumpeter Swan was confirmed in 44 

squares with most of the records coming from the Midland 

and Huntsville Regions2. They appear to be on the increase. 

On our front cover we have a beautiful painting of a female 

Trumpeter Swan in a typical setting.  The following was 

obtained from the artist‟s web page:  

Josh Tiessen is a 16 year old emerging visual artist 

from Stoney Creek, Ontario, and has been referred to 

as a prodigy by the press and media.  Mentored by 

master artists, including Robert Bateman, Tiessen has 

exhibited his art publicly for the past 5 years and has 

sold over 40 original works plus numerous limited 

edition giclee prints to Canadian and international 

collectors. Featured in 28 magazine/newspaper articles 

and on TV, Josh garnered 18 awards and made 10 

invited art donations to charitable organizations. 

Tiessen was recently juried in as the youngest member 

of the International Guild of Realism, which features 

top realist artists from around the world.  Josh humbly 

acknowledges that his artistic talent is a gift from God. 

He delights in showing the beauty and diversity of 

God's creation, and the image of God in human 

creativity. 

I hope you‟ll visit his web site at www.joshtiessen.com and 

check out his other works of art. 

                                                           
1
 "2009 June « Trumpeter Swan Society Blog." Trumpeter Swan 

Society Blog. N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Feb. 2012. 
<http://trumpeterswansociety.wordpress.com/2009/06/>. 
2
 Peck, Mark K.. The second Ontario breeding bird atlas. Toronto: 

Royal Ontario Museum, 2005. Print. 
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B i r d  S t u d y  G r o u p  M e e t i n g  –  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 2  

Nurturing a Feathered Legacy: The Story of Wild Ontario  
Report by Michael Rowlands 

he first meeting of the new calendar year for the Bird 

Study Group (BSG) on January 16th was emceed by 

George Holland. After some opening remarks, 

George introduced Rob Maciver, President of the Ontario 

Field Ornithologists (OFO). Rob came to our meeting 

bearing some family passes to Point Pelee National Park (for 

up to seven people) that he wished to donate to BSG families 

interested in visiting the park to expose their youngsters to 

the joys of birding. What better place for them to be inspired 

to become lifelong birders? All four passes that he brought 

were quickly snapped up. Thank you, Rob and OFO! 

Our guest speaker was Jenn Bock, Director of the Guelph-

based organization called Wild Ontario, which evolved from 

the former Wild Bird Clinic at the University of Guelph. 

George introduced Jenn‟s talk by saying: “It is a narrative 

about happiness, suffering, growth, loss, joy, success, failure, 

perseverance, pain (both emotional and physical), love, and 

the power possessed by a group of determined individuals. It 

boasts an exciting cast of characters including student 

volunteers, university faculty, wide-eyed youngsters and 

feathered beasts with talons that kill. The story has an 

unorthodox beginning, a roller-coaster in the middle and an 

ending that is yet to be determined.” What could we expect 

in a talk billed in this manner? 

It was immediately apparent that Jenn is passionate about 

birds, especially raptors – hawks, eagles, and owls – that 

have been negatively affected by various human impacts. 

These impacts include such things as deforestation, air 

pollution, chemicals and garbage in waterways, crashes with 

windows and vehicles, and adoption of raptors as pets. When 

raptors are injured from their interactions with humans and 

all things unnatural, who takes care of them? In 1980 the 

Ontario Veterinary College in Guelph, Ontario was a place 

where domestic animals – from cats and dogs to horses and 

cows – could be cared for, but no one was working on 

wildlife, such as raptors found by the roadside after being 

struck by a car or truck.  

Enter a man that Jenn calls a hero – Dr. Bruce Hunter, a 

trained veterinarian and pathobiologist at the University of 

Guelph with a great interest in raptors – and a vision and 

dedication that drove him to establish the Wild Bird Clinic in 

1981. This became the “go to” place where people from all 

over Ontario brought injured wild birds and Dr. Hunter 

volunteered his time and skills to mend as many of them as 

he could. He also spent time at the Toronto Wildlife Centre, 

the Owl Foundation, and the Mountsberg Raptor Centre 

where wild birds were rehabilitated. The Clinic was used as a 

teaching hospital for a third-year elective course that became 

part of the university‟s veterinary curriculum. It was also a 

place that gave students some actual hands-on experience 

doing veterinary surgical procedures on wild birds. 

Eventually an inevitable question arose: what could be done 

with rescued birds that could not be returned to the wild – 

because they could no longer fly or fend for themselves or 

had become imprinted on humans? Some were diverted to 

breeding programs, such as those conducted at the Owl 

Foundation, in which their healthy young were released to 

the wild. Some were used for educational purposes at zoos, 

clubs, schools and nature centres and some, unfortunately, 

had to be humanely euthanized. 

The story of Socrates, the Turkey Vulture, illustrated the 

innovation of Dr. Hunter. Socrates had been hit by a car and 

broken his humerus. Over a six-week period, the wing had 

healed itself, but in an unnatural position behind his back, so 

he couldn‟t fly. In 1987 there was no surgical procedure 

available to mend a bird‟s broken wing because a bird‟s 

bones are hollow and very porous in nature. Dr. Hunter 

developed a novel process in which he first injected fast-

setting bone cement into the ends of the hollow bone on both 

sides of the break and allowed it to harden. He was then able 

to attach a small plate with tiny screws to bind the broken 

ends together as in conventional surgery on more solid 

bones. Over time the break would heal and the cement would 

deteriorate after about six months. The plate and screws 

could then be removed and, soon after, the bird would be 

ready for release. 

Dr. Hunter used this technique to properly reset Socrates‟ 

broken humerus. After recovering from this amazing 

surgery, Socrates was then used in many educational shows 

as part of the Wild Bird Clinic Educational Program 

(WBCEP) at Guelph. Unfortunately, he broke the same wing 

again and it could not be repaired. Instead it was amputated 

and Socrates became the one-winged star of the WBCEP and 

continued to be used to educate young and old “wide-eyed” 

T 
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audiences about the negative effects of human actions on 

these “feathered beasts with talons that kill” and how these 

impacts can be minimized. 

The Wild Bird Clinic stayed in operation until 2006, costing 

in some years up to $100,000 to successfully treat, 

rehabilitate and reintroduce wildlife to their natural habitats. 

As a result of financial pressures felt by the whole university, 

the clinic had to be closed for economic reasons. 

Since there were still many non-releasable birds on hand and 

audiences wanting to see them, a new chapter began in the 

story. The educational arm of the clinic continued on for 

several years under the name of WEEP (Wildlife Education 

and Environmental Programs) during which many volunteers 

associated with the clinic took the birds out to groups to 

continue spreading the word about the perils of human 

contact with raptors and about being more considerate of the 

birds. 

Most recently the organizers of WEEP decided they wanted 

something more serious and permanent for their programs. A 

new name and logo were developed and Wild Ontario was 

born! Its volunteer program is unique and intensive and 

operates with four-month long semesters. As Director, Jenn 

screens all the applicants and selects only the most 

committed. Some volunteers stay on for years taking the 

birds to outdoor festivals, the Royal Ontario Museum, the 

Ontario Science Centre, naturalist clubs, and so on. An 

educational module on the physics of flight is being 

developed for the Ontario public schools‟ grade six 

curriculum. 

Wild Ontario‟s newest goal is to build its own interpretative 

facility in the Arboretum at the University of Guelph within 

the next five years, so they are raising funds for this project 

now. With a permanent home for the working birds, people 

will be able to come and see them during regular hours year-

round and the centre will continue to spread its message 

about turning human impacts on wildlife from negative to 

positive ones. 

To emphasize how people are moved by the presence of the 

wonderful raptors she had been describing in her talk, Jenn 

stepped into a storage room off of the auditorium where we 

were holding our meeting and we heard the haunting and 

characteristic voice of an owl reverberate into the meeting 

room. She emerged with a Great Horned Owl named 

Einstein on her arm! Einstein was imprinted on humans 

when he was just seven days old and has been in the care of 

the clinic in Guelph for 18 years now. He is one of the many 

working birds used by the volunteers to educate the public 

about raptors. To finish her talk, Jenn walked around the 

meeting room to give everyone a chance to see Einstein up 

close and to answer questions that anyone had about Wild 

Ontario. George Holland thanked her for her presentation 

and the audience gave her (and Einstein) a warm ovation of 

thanks. 

For further information on Wild Ontario or to donate to their 

building fund, visit their Web site at 

http://www.ourwildontario.ca/index.html . 

After our usual refreshment break, Cheryl Edgecombe 

showed a series of slides titled “Winter Highlights So Far.” 

Here we saw photos of some exceptional birds seen locally 

since the start of winter birding (December 1) in the 

Hamilton Study Area, including the following: 

Northern Parula (1st Hamilton winter record) 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

Blue-headed Vireo (2nd Hamilton winter record) 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak (4th Hamilton winter record) 

Black-throated Green Warbler (1st Hamilton winter record) 

Black-throated Gray Warbler (4th Hamilton record, 1st winter 

record) 

Wilson‟s Warbler (3rd Hamilton winter record) 

Orange-crowned Warbler 

Bobolink (1st Hamilton winter record, 3rd for Ontario) 

Mountain Bluebird (3rd Hamilton record, 1st winter record) 

No doubt the very mild weather conditions we had 

experienced in southern Ontario through November and 

December contributed greatly to the presence of these birds 

in our area; however, another factor was the “Patagonia 

picnic table effect,” named after a birding phenomenon noted 

Jenn Bock with Einstein, the Great Horned Owl. 

http://www.ourwildontario.ca/index.html
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The Sweetheart, Westover Road at 8th Concession, 

Flamborough. Sept. 24, 2011. Photo Ian Smith. 

 

at a rest stop in Patagonia, Arizona. When word got out 

about the first of these rare birds at Bayfront Park, there was 

an influx of birders from all over southern Ontario! With all 

the additional expert eyes, further rare species were found 

and the list grew and grew! It‟s going to be difficult to name 

a Bird of the Year if this action keeps up!   

After Cheryl gave a brief summary of the Hamilton 2011 

Christmas Bird Count held on Boxing Day, George Naylor 

gave a short summary of the Winter Waterfowl Count held 

on January 8th, 2012. The highlight of the Count were six 

Cackling Geese observed – where else? – at Bayfront Park. 

(More detailed summaries of both of these Counts will be in 

future Wood Duck issues.) Our evening concluded with 

other local sightings led as usual by Frank Morley. I am sure 

many of us went home that evening wishing we‟d been out 

birding more while the weather was so nice. You just never 

know what‟s going to turn up! 

 

Late Season Dragonflies and Butterflies of Flamborough 
Hike Report by Bill Lamond

eather conditions turned out ideal for a late-

season butterfly and dragonfly hike on 24 

September 2011. With full-sun for much of the 

day and a high of 22oC, we got lucky as the previous day had 

been much cooler with substantial rainfall. I had advertized 

the hike in the “Dates to Remember” with the caveat that, “if 

the daytime high for this date is not 16oC or higher, the hike 

will be cancelled”. Insects need warmth to get them airborne 

so there is not much point in proceeding with a hike if it‟s 

too cold. However, I had done my homework and I knew for 

the last 10 years that the average daytime high for this date 

was 23.6oC with the lowest temperature being 17.3oC. 

Additionally, six of those 10 years were without any 

precipitation so I was pretty sure that the hike would be a go 

despite my caveat. But you have to plan ahead I suppose. 

The last thing I wanted was to have to go to the meeting 

place and tell the participants to go on home as it‟s too cold! 

It was a good-sized group as seven others showed, as well as 

Kevin McLaughlin who was my unofficial assistant. We 

started at 8th Concession and Westover Road but I soon 

realized that the southbound trail along the old Westover 

Road allowance would have got us all soaked so I decided to 

change locales. However, Jerry Chapple had e-mailed me 

that morning to say he was coming and he had not yet 

arrived. I decided we would walk northwards – and stay dry 

– along the edge of the dead-end Westover Road, waiting for 

his arrival. We soon saw our first butterfly (Common 

Sulphur) and soon our first dragonfly (two Aeshna or “Blue 

Darners”). One was caught and everyone got a good study of 

a male Shadow Darner (see page 153 fig. 4).  

Ian Smith soon asked “what is this moth?” Somehow he 

picked out a moth resting on a telephone pole – a large 

underwing moth – and Ian got a few photos before I touched 

it in an attempt to get the moth to expose its hindwings for 

ID purposes. Unfortunately, the moth bolted but everyone 

saw the bright hindwing colouration as it flew off. Later, 

based on the photos, it was identified as The Sweetheart, 

common, but one of the loveliest of the underwings. Soon 

after, someone else found a Black Swallowtail caterpillar 

along the roadside on Queen Anne‟s Lace and others found a 

Cherry-faced Meadowhawk and a White-faced Meadow-

hawk. I was most impressed by the eyes in this group. I 

contributed with the sighting of a Least Skipper. 

 

 

 

W 
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It was getting on, and it appeared that Jerry had changed his 

plans. However en route to the next site, we found him near 

8th Concession and Valens Road. It appeared that he had got 

disoriented in the “wilds” of the old Beverly Township. He 

joined our group and followed us to our next site, the Crieff 

Bog, now more formally known as the Fletcher Creek 

Ecological Preserve. Here, at 7th Concession, Puslinch and 

the railroad tracks, we checked out the northeast quadrant. 

The ponds yielded few dragonflies, but we did get to see 

several Autumn Meadowhawks and White-faced 

Meadowhawks along with one Band-winged Meadowhawk. 

One of the participants had never seen a Viceroy Butterfly 

before and she was hoping to see one on this outing. It 

worked out very well as she found and identified her own 

Viceroy at this location. We also saw at least ten Common 

Buckeyes here (see page 153 fig. 3). 

This immigrant butterfly was once again very common in 

southern Ontario in 2011 – a real treat for all.  

However, the best sighting here was a Variegated Fritillary, a 

rare immigrant to the Hamilton Study Area. (page 153, fig. 1 

and 2) It posed for us, but not for long enough, as it soon got 

restless and took off. We searched, but could not refind it 

although we did encounter a Wild Indigo Duskywing for our 

efforts. 

 

It was now time for lunch and we headed to Valens 

Conservation Area to make use of the picnic facilities and 

the washroom. It took us a while before we found an open 

washroom but everyone managed – there were lots of dense 

shrubs around. After lunch, I decided that we would stay at 

Valens to finish the day. We walked over the boardwalk and 

encountered several meadowhawks of three different species 

“sunning” on the boardwalk. Once on the other side we 

examined the flowering asters and goldenrods for nectaring 

butterflies but really did not have too much luck. We did 

however, come upon this one spot along the reservoir that 

had three “Blue Darners” flying around us. All of them 

turned out to be Canada Darners (see page 153 fig.5 and 6). 

One landed on a nearby tree truck and we got good looks 

with binoculars. The second was caught in my insect net – 

examined and released – and the third individual landed just 

below the shoulder of Rose Petersen and remained for some 

time.  

 

By 2:30 everyone was ready to pack it in and we headed 

back to our cars. It was a very enjoyable day and we did see 

some interesting things. I hope the rest of the group had as 

good a time as I did. 

 

List of Butterflies 

 

Wild Indigo Duskywing – 1  

Black Swallowtail – 1 (larva) 

Cabbage White – 40 

Common Sulphur – 30  

Orange Sulphur – 2  

Eastern Tailed-Blue – 15  

Common Buckeye – 10  

Pearl Crescent – 20  

Variegated Fritillary – 1 

Viceroy – 1  

Mourning Cloak – 1  

Monarch – 12  

Least Skipper – 1  

 

 

 

List of Dragonflies & Damselflies 

 

Tule Bluet – 1 

Familiar Bluet – 8  

Eastern Forktail – 7  

Fragile Forktail – 1  

Canada Darner – 3  

Shadow Darner – 2  

 

Common Green Darner – 4 

Black Saddlebags – 1 

White-faced Meadowhawk – 52  

Cherry-faced Meadowhawk – 1  

Band-winged Meadowhawk – 2  

Autumn Meadowhawk – 60  

 

 

 

 
 

Winter Work Party Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary 
When: Saturday, March 24, all day, meeting at 8am   

Where: Meet at the Duff’s Corners carpool lot at Hwy 403 – RR 52/Wilson St; From Highway 403, take the Wilson St 

exit and travel west, past Shaver Rd.  Go right (north) at the lights just past the Tim Horton’s, following the Carpool 

Lot signs.    

What: Join us for this fun annual event as we prepare for prescribed burn happening in the spring. We have lots to 

do during the work party.  A lot of it will be to prepare for the prescribed burn that's happening in the spring.  This 

will include raking around flowering dogwood and helping to clear the fire breaks.  We might also have some trail 

clearing and invasive species management.  We'll have a hot lunch and some drinks and snacks.  To help us plan 

lunch, please RSVP to Jen Baker at 905-524-3339 or land@hamiltonnature.org 

 

mailto:land@hamiltonnature.org
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Fig. 3 - Common Buckeye. Fletcher Creek Ecological 

Preserve, Wellington County. Sept. 24, 2011. Photo Ian 

Smith 

Fig. 4 - Shadow Darner (male). 8th Concession & 

Westover Road. Sept. 24, 2011. Photo Ian Smith. 

 

Fig. 5 - Canada Darner (male), close encounter, Valens 

Conservation Area, Flamborough. Sept. 24, 2011. Photo 

Ian Smith. 

 

Fig. 6 - Canada Darner. Valens Conservation Area, 

Flamborough. Sept. 24, 2011. Photo Ian Smith. 

 

Fig. 2 - Variegated Fritillary. Fletcher Creek Ecological 

Preserve, Wellington County. Sept. 24, 2011. Photo Ian 

Smith. 

 . 

Fig. 1 - Variegated Fritillary. Fletcher Creek Ecological 

Preserve, Wellington County. Sept. 24, 2011. Photo Ian 

Smith. 

 . 
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South Africa for Novice Travellers 
by Alf Senior 

frica is sometimes called “The Cradle of 

Humankind”. This makes it one of the places we 

should all visit if we can.  In September 2011, my 

wife Barbara and I visited South Africa on the perfect trip for 

unseasoned travellers like us. After some very lengthy 

flights, we arrived in Cape Town. Our hotel was in the 

waterfront area. As a birder, I noted the melodic call of the 

Red-winged Starling greeting visitors as Hartlaub‟s Gulls 

flew past. In the afternoon we settled in and enjoyed the view 

of Table Mountain.  

The next day‟s outing was a winery tour and a chance to 

sightsee. After exploring the cellar, we tasted wines and 

cheeses while watching Helmeted Guineafowl in the garden. 

Though they had not yet started to nest, Southern Masked 

Weavers were checking out the nearby trees. The third day 

was an outing to the Cape of Good Hope. It was late on a 

damp winter day, but not a day to miss. Leaving town, we 

noted Hadeda Ibis on a park lawn. We stopped at Hout Bay 

but opted to take in the local craft market rather than visit 

Seal Island by boat. One craft item of interest was Ostrich 

eggs which were blown and painted, beautiful but too 

delicate to journey home with us.  Cape of Good Hope 

Nature Reserve is famed for its flowers but there were also 

many animals and birds including Ostrich. Nearby, the guide 

was pleased to find a Bontebok. He said this was a rare find.  

On the way to the tip we paused for a look at a group of 

Sacred Ibis. At the tip we had our photo taken by a very wet 

guide as Kelp Gulls circled over us. We were then off to 

Boulder‟s Beach, where a boardwalk led to the Jackass  

Penguin colony. The colony provided an up close experience 

and often the birds were only metres away. The penguins 

were our second flightless bird species of the day. Then on to 

Simon‟s Town, but first we passed a troop of Baboons.  

 

Baboons are a problem here, so we locked the doors and took 

a photo of them next to the van. Simon‟s Town is a naval 

base, but we were there for Southern Right Whale on the 

wintering grounds and the guide knew the best place to find 

them. A pod of five, a mother with a calf close to shore and 

three others further out, all within 300 metres of shore. Even 

with the rain, this was a dream day for a nature lover. Day 

four was Table Mountain, and a revolving funicular took us 

to the top, 1,086 metres high. The tabletop is a flat alpine 

barren, but very beautiful, justifiably one of the new seven 

wonders of the natural world. The tourist has a view of the 

city and the harbour including Robben Island. The next day 

we left Cape Town with many good memories. 

 

The second leg of the excursion was a trip back to 

Johannesburg and up to Pilanesberg National Park. The park 

was roughly a two hour drive north of the airport and was a 

sight seeing and learning experience. Once we were out of 

the city, the countryside started to change. For some 

distance, the land was good enough to support orange groves 

along with pockets of many flowers.  The flowers were 

grown in part for export. As we travelled, the land became 

more arid and rural. We passed rural villages, houses of 

cinder block and corrugated steel. Grass and shrubs were 

sparse and the land was mostly used for grazing. 

 
 

A 

Painted Ostrich Eggs for sale at market. Photo Alf Senior. 

Jackass Penguins. Photo by Alf Senior. 
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Some fields had been recently burned and new green shoots 

were emerging in order to feed the thin cattle. At the 

roadside, goats foraged, and in the yards, chickens ran free. 

The arid rural landscape contrasted with the wine estates of 

the cape; it was truly a different world. Once in the park, it 

was a short drive to Bakubung Bush Lodge. Along the 

driveway we were greeted by Wildebeests. The morning 

saw a dawn bush drive via open vehicles in the park. The 

first stop was the lake above the dam to see if the hippos 

had made it back from a night out. (It is important to note 

that Bakubung means People of the Hippo.) Like many 

places in Africa, the park is in the crater of an ancient 

volcano. Most of the habitat is “bushveld”, dominated by 

sparse thorny trees and small grassy patches. On the 

morning drive we saw antelope, zebra, giraffes, warthogs 

and White Rhinoceros. We delighted in a good view of a 

lioness with her recently born cubs. There was also an 

abundance of bird life. For me the highlight was the African 

Fish Eagle. Other sightings around the lake included 

African Darter and Pied Kingfisher. Then it was back to the 

lodge and a late breakfast, with a Crested Barbet raiding 

tables for scraps. With free time to bird, I walked the fence 

of our enclosure and found a Red Hornbill at a feeder. The 

evening drive focused on seeing the elephants which come 

within 15 metres, giving us a very good look. The last stop 

was for White Rhinoceros, this time a group of three, less 

than ten metres from the road.  

Our last day in Africa started with a casual breakfast on the 

patio overlooking the park. The wildebeest came up to 

check on what was happening in the tourist compound. It 

had been a great journey for a couple of novices, who only 

started traveling after retirement. Soon our driver came and 

we were off to the airport. On our drive down, we stopped 

for a look at a mother hyena. She was lying in the shade, 

and looked up to confirm that her cubs were safe. The den 

was in the culvert under the road and she seemed glad to see 

us go.   

The long trip back gave us a chance to think about how well 

things had gone and why. The answer was people. All of 

those we met went the extra distance to please us. Not only 

the hotel and lodge staff and the guides booked through 

Lion World/Thompson‟s Africa, but everyone we dealt 

with. A good example was the waiters in the restaurant who 

took time to help us understand the coinage. Some pre-trip 

groundwork made my birding experience more enjoyable. 

We saw 38 species, besides many that were seen but not 

identified. A friend supplied me with a guide to Southern 

African birds. If you plan a trip to South Africa, contact me 

and I will loan you the book.  The other helpful thing was 

using the internet to contact the Cape Bird Club that 

provided a list of birds and birding sites in the area close to 

the hotel. 

 

 
 

Junior Naturalists Program Now Available & Naturalist Leaders Needed 
by Jim Stollard 

I am pleased to announce that the Junior Naturalists program, jointly sponsored by the HNC and Royal Botanical 

Gardens (RBG), has now restarted following a one and a half year break.  This popular program features fun, hands-

on activities for kids.  The program is now slightly altered with new details as follows: 

 program is for children 7 to 12 years old. 

 parents must be either current HNC members or RBG members. 

 this first season is a partial one running Jan. to May 2012 but future full seasons will run Sept. to May. 

 the outings are 9:15 to noon on the 3rd Saturday of each month. 

 the program will operate out of the RBG Nature Centre located at the RBG Arboretum on Old Guelph Road. 

 cost will be $50 per child for this shortened season with cost reductions available for those joining after Jan. 

regular fee for a full season will be $80 for the first child plus $75 for each additional sibling. 

 to register your children go to the RBG website www.rbg.ca and click on Events Calendars, then click on 

Public Programs and scroll down to Jr. Naturalists. Or you can call 905-527-1158 ext. 270. 

     

This is a great way for kids to have healthy outdoor fun and learn about nature.  Spaces are available now so 

don’t delay! 

 

We will need additional naturalist leaders to help the RBG staff with this program.  It’s a rewarding experience to 

share your knowledge with the Jr. Nats so please consider volunteering to help.  To volunteer or get more 

information, call 905-527-1158 ext. 276 and speak to Connie. 

http://www.rbg.ca/
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M a r c h  2 0 1 2  C a l e n d a r  

Time Description Location 

Every 2nd & 

4th Tuesday 

of the 

month 

1-3 pm 

(March and 

April) 

HOME-SCHOOLER’S AFTERNOONS, Parents and children join Nature Centre staff for outdoor 

education programs. Themes and activities vary each session and students work in age-

appropriate groups. Fee: $7.50/student (includes HST, or as noted). Registration required — 

online at www.rbg.ca or call 905-527-1158, ext. 270 at least one week prior. Please note 

child’s age when registering. 

As posted for a 

particular program 

Ages 4 to 12: 

Ages 13 to 17: 

March 20 – Maple Syrup (Nature Centre) 

March 20 – Astronomy (Nature Centre, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.) 

March 1 to 

May 15 

NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH The annual Hawkwatch has been going on for over 30 

years. It takes place daily at Beamer CA. It’s a great place to see huge numbers of raptors 

migrating north in the spring. There is always a knowledgeable birder present to help 

identify the hawks for you. Call Mike Street at (905) 648-3737. 

Beamer Point CA 

above Grimsby on 

escarpment. 

Wed. 

March 7,  

7–9 pm 

NATURE’S ROLE IN A HEALTHY HUMAN HABITAT, presented by Dr Frances E. (Ming) Kuo. 

Greening our communities can support stronger immune systems, enhanced learning and 

productivity in children and adults, lower rates of mental illness, stronger communities and 

reduced crime. Dr. Kuo presents the highlights from hundreds of studies involving tens of 

millions of people and discusses their implications for creating a healthy human habitat. Dr 

Kuo is a faculty member at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where she 

directs the multidisciplinary Landscape and Human Health Laboratory.  

RBG Members: $15, Non-members: $18. 

RBG Main Centre, 

680 Plains Road 

West, Burlington 

Sat. 

 March 17, 

9:30 am 

SPOOKY WINTER WORK PARTY This year’s party is a change of pace. We’ll be preparing for 

the prescribed burn this spring by protecting the Flowering Dogwoods and clearing the 

firebreaks. There will be various approaches to invasive species management as well. We'll 

have a hot lunch and some drinks and snacks. We suggest bringing gloves and water. To 

help us plan lunch, please let Jen Baker know if you're able to join us. Also call or email 

Jennifer for clarifications or ‘day of’ weather concerns. 

Spooky North 

Entrance or Egg 

and I at 7am or 

Duff’s 

Corners/MTO car 

park, at 8am 

March 12 to 

16 

ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS’ DISCOVERY DAY CAMPS are fun and educational, set in one 

of the most biologically diverse natural areas in Canada. Kids enjoy hands-on, 

environmental-based programs featuring hikes, games, crafts and outdoor multi-sensory 

adventures. PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED at www.rbg.ca, call 905-527-1158, ext. 276 or ext. 

270 with questions. 

Nature Centre, 

Arboretum 

location, Old 

Guelph Road 

Mon. 

March 12, 

7:30 pm 

Come early 

for 

refreshments 

and social 

HNC MONTHLY MEETING, THE BOREAL FOREST OF NORTHERN ONTARIO, with the Club’s 

own Dr. Terry Carleton. This widely ranging presentation will touch on the the 230 taxa of 

mosses and lichen of the forest floor and discuss the relationship of this largest remaining 

contiguous forest to climate. The impacts of industrial scale logging is discussed in relation 

to the ecology of the forest ecosystems. From a young age in Southeast England Terry has 

been a country rambler and a keen observer of flora and fauna. Botanical studies in 

London and North Wales grew into a interest in forest ecology which brought him to 

Canada. Completing his doctorate at the UofT he has been on their faculty since 1978. 

RBG Main Centre, 

680 Plains Road 

West, Burlington 

Sat. 

 March 17, 

6:45 am, 

departing 

7:00 am 

sharp to 

Long Point 

Waterfowl 

Outing 

LONG POINT WATERFOWL OUTING The Long Point Waterfowl Outing will occur on March 

17, 2012. Bus loading occurs at 6:45 a.m. at the Aldershot GO parking lot off of Hwy 403 

at Waterdown Road. Hike leader is Bill Lamond, assisted by Kevin McLaughlin and Jim 

Heslop (see phone number list in front). In addition to Tundra Swans and several duck 

species, we should see Sandhill Cranes and early migrant birds. 

The cost will be $25.00/person or $40.00/family. You will need to pre-register. A sign-up 

sheet will be at the next General Meeting and the next BSG Meeting. Otherwise email Bill 

Lamond or Gerten Basom (contact info on inside cover). A warm-up and lunch are 

scheduled for the Golden Leaf Estate Winery, (formerly Florence Winery).  Details and costs 

will be posted soon. The bus will return to the GO station no later than 5 p.m. 

Aldershot GO 

Parking Lot. 

 

Simcoe washroom 

break scheduled 

en route. 

Mon. 

March 19 

BIRD STUDY GROUP:  BEHAVIOUR AND HABITAT USE OF SANDHILL CRANES  Presentation 

by Everett Hanna at the Burlington Senior's Centre in Auditorium B 

Burlington 

Senior's Centre   

2285 New Street 

March 24 SPOOKY HOLLOW WINTER WORK PARTY. See bottom of page 152 for details.  

http://www.rbg.ca/
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A p r i l  2 0 1 2  C a l e n d a r  
Time Description Location 

April 

 

HAMILTON BURLINGON EARTH DAY EVENTS During the early part of April and May, eco 

friendly events will occur in Hamilton and Burlington. Sales of rain barrels, tree planting, 

guided hikes and other environmentally beneficial event planning will be open to the public. 

Please visit www.earthdayhamilton.ca for further details. 

Various 

April 

 

TRIVIA NIGHT This HNC fundraiser is to permanently protect land in the Beverly Swamp 

located in North Flamborough made up of the best and largest forested wetland in 

Southern Ontario. Be sure to attend a night of trivia and great fun! Stay tuned for the 

selected date, posted on the HNC website or contact Jen Baker. 

TBA 

Fri. 

April 6, 

10:00 am–

3:00 pm 

 

OPEN HOUSE BEAMER MEMORIAL CA, GOOD FRIDAY 

Join the Niagara Peninsula Hawk Watch at the annual raptor watching open house at 

Beamer Memorial Conservation Authority. This annual event has taken place for the past 23 

years. Bring binoculars. By day’s end, birders will have sighted up to 2,000 birds. There will 

also be live bird presentations. Contact Mike Street at (905) 648-3737. 

Beamer Point  

Memorial 

Conservation 

Authority, Beamer 

Point 

Mon. 

April 9, 

7:30 pm 

Come early 

for 

refreshments 

and social 

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION: Where have all the butterflies gone, and how do we get them 

back? with Adrienne Brewster. Adrienne will share highlights from her travels into 

endangered habitats and will discuss both the major issues impeding the conservation of 

imperiled butterflies and successes in habitat restoration. Adrienne is a member of the 

Karner Blue Ontario recovery team and will share their progress to date. Adrienne Brewster 

is the Executive Director and Curator at Cambridge Butterfly Conservatory and obtained a 

Bachelor of Science and a Master of Science degree focusing on Entomology from UofG. 

RBG Main Centre, 

680 Plains Road 

West, Burlington 

Mon. 

 April 16 

BIRD STUDY GROUP, MEMBERS NIGHT An opportunity for Group members to share 

experiences and information with each other. We’re in Auditorium B. 

Burlington 

Senior's Centre   

2285 New Street 

Wed. 

April 18, 

7:00 pm 

 

AMERICAN WOODCOCK OUTING Join Sheldon McGregor on an American Woodcock outing 

in the early spring to catch Woodcock calls and see them in flight. Make sure to bring a 

flashlight! Wear rubber boots or waterproof footwear and warm clothing, as the evening air 

can be cool. Dusk is the perfect time to catch these birds and we will be returning to our 

vehicles in the dark. Contact Sheldon McGregor at (905) 304-8282 or  

sheldonbirder@hotmail.com 

Dundurn Castle 

parking lot, 

Hamilton. We’ll 

carpool from the 

Castle parking 

lot. 

Sat. 

April 21, 

8:00 am–

12:00 pm 

 

SPRING BIRDING IN FLAMBOROUGH Rob Dobos will take us on a tour of the Flamborough 

area to look for returning early spring migrants that should be back in their breeding 

territories, always welcome after a long winter.  Brown Thrasher, Eastern Towee, Eastern 

Bluebird, Pine Warbler, several sparrows, marsh birds, migrating raptors, early shorebirds 

and lingering waterfowl should all be found in areas of the Beverly Swamp, Hayesland 

Swamp, Hyde Tract, and Flamborough Limestone Plain.  For info, email Rob at: 

rdobos@cogeco.ca. 

North Wentworth 

Arena 

(Clappison’s 

Corners), on 

hwy5, drive west 

of hwy6 500m to 

N Wentworth Dr. 

Sun. 

April 22, 

8:00 am 

BEVERLY SWAMP EARLY WILDFLOWER IDENTIFICATION Please join Don Corby, wild flower photographer, in the 

Beverly Swamp to discover early wildflowers. We will be looking for Bloodroot, Hepatica and perhaps even 

Trilliums. Contact Don Corby at (905) 689-1976. 

Location: Parking area on north side of 8th Con. West, Flamborough. 8km from Hwy 6, past Antrum Glen 

retirement right at Spencer Creek. 

Thu. 

April 26, 7-

8:30 pm 

THEY’RE BIG, THEY’RE BALD, AND THEY’RE BACK: RETURN OF THE BALD EAGLES TO 

COOTES PARADISE (RBG Speaker’s Series presentation). Bald eagles are endangered after 

years of decline due to pesticide bioaccumulation, but research and regulations are helping 

recovery. RBG’s Cootes Paradise Sanctuary is the last major natural area large enough to 

support eagles in the western half of Lake Ontario. Join Tÿs Thÿsmeÿer, head of 

conservation at RBG, and learn about the return of bald eagles to Hamilton and their 

current status. PRE-REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED. 

RBG Main Centre, 

680 Plains Road 

West, Burlington 

Late April 

early May  

2012 

SPRING WILDFLOWER WALK As new spring flowers start to appear in the woods and fields, 

Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothe will host another afternoon guided walk for a spring-

time visual treat. Time and location to be announced. 

TBA 

Sundays, 2-

3:30 p.m. 

GET BACK TO NATURE HIKES AT THE BBG Every Sunday (including holiday weekends). Free 

(donations welcome). Enjoy the great outdoors and spend healthy, active, quality time with 

your friends and family. Keep an eye out for bald eagles, fox tracks, deer and other 

seasonal sightings. Every Sunday is a different adventure! Refer to www.rbg.ca for details. 

Varying locations 

on the RBG 

property 

http://www.earthdayhamilton.ca/
mailto:sheldonbirder@hotmail.com
mailto:rdobos@cogeco.ca
http://www.rbg.ca/
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Seabird Studies in Svalbard 
Monthly Meeting Report by Louise Unitt 

n January 9, 2012, the guest speaker at our general 

meeting was Rick Ludkin, who has served as head 

bander at the Ruthven Park Banding Lab since 

1994. Rick had addressed us on two previous occasions, 

regarding the Arctic research he participated in during the 

summers of 2009 and 2010. Now he was back to share his 

latest Arctic adventure, which took place in June and July of 

2011. While the two earlier projects were based in the 

Canadian Arctic, this one was set in the Svalbard Islands, 

where Rick joined a small multinational team for seven 

weeks of fieldwork.  

The Svalbard Islands form an archipelago midway between 

Norway and the North Pole. Landing at Tromsø, Norway, 

Rick boarded a flight to Longyearbyen, Svalbard‟s 

administrative centre.   Dog sledding is popular with many of 

the 60,000 tourists that flock to Longyearbyen annually. (The 

year-round population is 2,400.) Rick spotted an 

opportunistic Ivory Gull helping itself to dog food at the 

kennels. Ivory Gulls and Red Phalaropes are routinely seen 

in town, and Arctic Terns fiercely defend the nests they build 

on the shoulder of the road. Unlike the Common Eiders that 

Rick encountered on Southampton Island, their Svalbard 

counterparts are remarkably placid and do not even flush 

when approached.  

Birds are not the only kind of wildlife that is attracted to 

Longyearbyen. Polar Bear warning signs are a sobering 

reminder that this is “wild country.” The winter before Rick 

arrived, a Polar Bear left its tracks leading to the school and 

a paw print on a window ledge. The risk of bear encounters 

is greater outside town, and any team wisely carries rifles 

whenever they leave Longyearbyen. A less fearsome local 

mammal is a species of reindeer that is notable for its short, 

stocky legs. Unique to Svalbard, its herds are found scattered 

across the terrain. 

The researchers set up camp at Diabasodden, one of many 

nesting cliffs that line the fjord. Over the course of the 

project, they would alternate five days spent in field camp 

with two days in town. Each team member slept in his or her 

own small tent; meals and other communal activities were 

accommodated in a large white tent equipped with a propane 

stove and a kerosene heater.  

Small grenades were staked throughout camp to repel Polar 

Bears; for added security, Rick always slept with a rifle at 

hand. One night, a “snuffling” sound alerted him to the 

presence of an animal outside his tent. Fully expecting to see 

a bear, he was startled to see a walrus! Although no bear ever 

did approach their camp, a nearby camp was raided by a 

bear: four people were mauled and one was killed. The 

tragedy was attributed to a malfunctioning bear security 

system and a gun that misfired. Rick‟s team had been 

outfitted by the Norwegian Polar Institute (NPI), which 

facilitates a great deal of local research. Every item of their 

gear was top-of-the-line and, most importantly, well 

maintained.  

The team was employed by an organization called SEAPOP 

(Seabird Population Management), a collaborative effort of 

the Norwegian Institute for Nature Research (NINA), the 

Norwegian Polar Institute (NPI) and Tromsø University 

Museum. Established in 2005, SEAPOP receives financial 

support from the Ministry of Environment, the Ministry of 

Petroleum and Energy, and the Norwegian Oil Industry 

Association. SEAPOP is working to identify the factors that 

affect bird populations, including human influence (such as 

fishing) and natural variation. The group is engaged in the 

“long-term mapping and monitoring of Norwegian seabirds.” 

SEAPOP‟s research sites are all situated along the 

Norwegian and Svalbard coastline.  

Rick devoted most of his time to studying Thick-billed 

Murres. As he carried out his tasks along the cliff face, 

boatloads of tourists would continually stop to watch him at 

work, often circling back for a better view. Rick declared 

himself “the most photographed man on Svalbard last 

summer.”  

Murres form dense colonies, the better to defend their eggs 

against avian predators. Given that “everybody craps,” the 

topmost cliff ledges are highly coveted. (The rocks below are 

painted with guano.) The birds were captured by means of a 

telescoping pole with a noose attached. Lassoing a bird 

meant standing close to the edge of a cliff alongside a sheer 

drop! Rick weighed and measured each bird and collected 

blood and feather samples. Respiration rates were checked 

before and after processing. While little change was seen 

within an individual, wide variations were observed among 

O 
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Kittiwakes on nest on a dormitory ledge. June, 2011. At 

Grumantbyen. Photo by Thibaut Petry 

Rick perched at cliff edge, extending a noose-pole towards 

a Thick-billed Murre. At Diabasodden. June, 2011. Photo 

by Sebastien Descamps 

murres, whose rates ranged from 4 to 24 breaths a minute. 

With practice, the banders managed to whittle handling time 

down to eight minutes per bird. 

Each murre was rated according to the aggression it 

displayed. Most of these “feisty” birds earned high scores. 

Rick did his best to avoid a murre‟s strong bite by tucking 

them under his jacket. Unlike their rebellious young, the 

adults didn‟t seem at all upset to see Rick handling their 

chicks, and calmly gathered around to watch.  

The birds were fitted with two bands apiece, and some were 

also equipped with data loggers. These took frequent latitude 

and longitude readings that revealed their migration paths 

upon a bird‟s retrieval. Murres were found to head west to 

Greenland. Many continue on to overwinter in Labrador or 

Newfoundland, while others push farther south. When they 

return home to breed in March, murres use of the same nest 

site year after year, making long term studies feasible. The 

parents take turns looking after the chicks, with mothers 

remaining at the nest in the daytime and fathers taking the 

night shift.  

Keeping chicks fed is hard work, and an adult will lose 200 

grams during the provisioning stage. For a murre‟s small 

wing area to support the extra weight of food requires a great 

deal of effort. As it returns to its nest, a parent must contend 

not only with Parasitic Jaegers trying to steal its fish, but 

even with its own kind. As they alight, murres run the risk of 

being pecked at by a neighbour and tumbling from the ledge. 

Chicks too are subject to vicious attacks from adults. Among 

murres in the Canadian Arctic, such attacks are the chief 

cause of mortality.  

As a young bird grows, its salt-and-pepper feathers are 

gradually replaced by black and white plumage. Rick 

observed extreme size variability among the chicks, which is 

not necessarily age-dependent. For example, one chick might 

weigh 200 grams at 14 days, while its 20-day-old old 

neighbour weighs 150 grams.  

At some point between 14 and 24 days, when a youngster 

has attained a quarter to a third of its adult weight, it is ready 

to fledge. Rick showed us a brief sequence he‟d filmed of a 

youngster‟s first flight. It opens with parent and chick 

standing side by side at the cliff‟s edge, and then bobbing up 

and down in unison. The parent flaps its wings vigorously 

and the baby launches itself toward the sea with the parent 

close behind. Even though the wings are not yet strong 

enough to fully bear its weight, the baby flutters down to a 

safe landing. At this critical stage, parental behaviour makes 

all the difference to a youngster‟s survival. Unless the chick 

is accompanied by a parent, it will almost certainly be taken 

by a Glaucous Gull. A Glaucous Gull‟s superior 

manoeuvrability means that even a parent‟s best efforts can 

end in failure. The more capable parents are quick to escort 

their vulnerable chicks offshore, away from where Glaucous 

Gulls tend to congregate.  

Although Thick-billed Murres were his main research 

subjects, Rick turned his attention to other species as well. In 

the abandoned settlement of Grumantbyen, he studied Black-

legged Kittiwakes who had taken over a dormitory building 

and claimed the window ledges for nesting sites. As with 

Thick-billed Murres, noose poles were deployed to round up 

individuals for banding and blood sampling. In order to 

identify the small fish that make up their diet, the birds were 

made to regurgitate their meals. Of the 40 nests that were 

counted, only 19 remained intact. Predation by Glaucous 

Gulls was considered the likeliest cause. Because researchers 

were present on alternate days only, the gulls could well 

have struck when no one was around.  



Page 160    The Wood Duck – March, 2012 

Rick also studied Dovekies, muscular birds that form 

enormous flocks and breed in countless numbers. It was a 

long, steep climb to their colony, situated high up the broad 

scree slopes. The birds were captured and blood samples 

drawn. A Dovekie‟s gular (throat) pouch is handy for 

transporting food to its young. To learn about their diet, the 

team had the birds regurgitate and collected the pouch 

contents in baggies. 

A full 65% of Svalbard‟s area is designated as bird and 

nature reserves and national parks.  Rick regularly saw 

Puffins, Great Skuas and flocks of Purple Sandpipers. Also 

present were Greater Black-backed Gulls, Northern Gannets, 

Razorbills, Puffins and Barnacle Geese. Snow Buntings were 

observed nesting as far as two metres down a crack in a cliff. 

In the Canadian Arctic, Rick had observed parents feeding 

insects to their young. On Svalbard, where insects are scarce, 

buntings are raised on plant material. 

During the team‟s time on Svalbard, the wind pushed pack 

ice from the sea and into the fjord. Accompanying the ice 

were Beluga Whales, along with many seals, whose presence 

attracted five Polar Bears. Intent on close-up views, many 

tourists in kayaks drew perilously near to the animals. Well 

aware that he “can‟t paddle as quickly as bear can move,” 

Rick was never tempted to follow their example!  Because 

the ice blockade was still in place on the day of departure, 

leaving by zodiac was impossible, and the group had to be 

evacuated by helicopter.  So ended seven weeks of 

productive research. The data collected will assist SEAPOP 

in managing the marine environment to the benefit of 

Svalbard‟s seabirds. Many thanks, Rick, for a most engaging 

and informative presentation. 

Summary of Jan.5, 2012 HNC Board Meeting Minutes 
by Joyce Litster 

HNC Storage Space 
The Committee is continuing to gather material for inclusion in the Hamilton Public Library Archives.  Signing officers of the 
Club have been updated, and the Club has rented a Safety Deposit Box where we will keep the originals of our most important 
documents, such as deeds and Letters Patent. 
 
Birding Hotline 
The Board decided that the Birding Hotline is not working and should be discontinued.  A replacement number for bird sightings 
will be decided at the next meeting. 
 
Director-at-Large 
Gord McNulty, our Director-at-Large has been ill since the fall.  We are happy to learn that he is improving and will be back. 
 

Website Management and Renewal  
The HNC Website is in need of renewal.  Lindsay Burtenshaw, the Club‟s Publicity Director, will head an Ad Hoc Committee to 
update the website.  The Committee consists of 6 Board members and Mark Green, our webmaster. 
 
Sanctuary Land Trust Visioning Session 
The meeting will take place at Bay Gardens on January 28th.  The purpose is to look at land procurement over the next 5 years. 
 
Cootes to Escarpment Draft Governance Model 
The Cootes to Escarpment group has developed a draft land procurement strategy and ideas on how the various groups involved 
will work together.  They will present their ideas at the January 24th Sanctuary Land Trust meeting. 
  
Dates to Remember Flyer 
Mailing the Flyer with the Wood Duck would exceed our allowed mailing weight.  It will be mailed out with the income tax 
receipts instead.  Members should consult last fall‟s Flyer or the web site until the new Flyer arrives. 
 
Motions Passed: 
That the Board discontinue the Birding Hotline. 
That the Board set up an Ad Hoc Committee to update the HNC web site. 
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The Dog Nights of Winter 
by Mario Carr 

n a cold winter‟s night you might see a halo around 

the Moon with two bright spots in the halo on 

opposite sides of the Moon.  

No, it‟s not a hole in the ozone layer, or divine intervention. 

It‟s called a moon-dog or paraserene and it‟s a relatively rare 

occurrence. It happens as moon light refracts while passing 

through ice crystals and cirrus clouds in the upper 

atmosphere. A few moon-dogs were spotted from the 

Hamilton area last month. More could be seen on winter 

nights in March. It‟s just one more reason to keep looking 

up. 

 

Here are some important events for March stargazers. Most 

are listed in the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers calendar.  

 

Planet watching 

 

This month is the best time all year to see Mars and Mercury. 

 

Mercury can be seen in the west during evening twilight but 

difficult to see by mid-month. The best time to see Mercury 

all year is March 1-9. Normally, it‟s lost in the glare of the 

Sun, but you can see it near the western horizon about an 

hour after sunset.  

 

Venus is also in the western evening sky setting mid-

evening. Mars rises in the east during evening twilight and is 

visible all night. Jupiter is in the southwestern sky and sets in 

the northwest by mid-evening.  

 

Saturn rises in the east after mid-evening and is easily seen 

throughout the night. Uranus is low in the southwest during 

evening twilight and difficult to see by mid-month. Neptune 

can‟t be seen at all this month since it‟s lost behind the glare 

of the Sun.  

 

March 5 – Mars is closest to the Earth and it‟s a good time to 

see the red planet. This happens on average every 26 months. 

During the first two weeks of the month, Mars will be at its 

brightest for the entire year.  

 

March 7 – The Moon is below Mars 

 

March 8 – The Full Moon this 

month is called the Worm Moon. 

 

March 9 – Hamilton Amateur Astronomers meeting at 7:30 

p.m., Hamilton Spectator building, 44 Frid St., Hamilton. 

Admission is free and there will be door prizes. An optional 

donation of non-perishable food items will be collected for 

local food banks. 

 

March 10 – The Moon is at perigee, or closest to the Earth 

for the month, at 362,399 km. 

 

March 11-13 – Venus continues its upper climb and passes 

Jupiter in the night sky. The two bright planets are 

unmistakable. 

 

March 14 – First Quarter Moon 

 

March 20 – Spring finally arrives with the Vernal Equinox at 

1:14 a.m. 

 

March 25 – There will be a pairing of the crescent Moon and 

Jupiter in the western sky at dusk. 

 

March 26 – Moon at apogee, or furthest from the Earth for 

the month, at 405,779 km. The crescent Moon is also beside 

Venus in the western sky at dusk. 

 

March 30 – Last Quarter Moon. 

 

For more information, please see the Hamilton Amateur 

Astronomers web site at www.amateurastronomy.org or call 

(905) 627-4323. 

 

Mario Carr is the HAA director of public education and a 

member of the Hamilton Naturalist‟s Club. He can be 

reached at mariocarr@cogeco.ca. He also has a blog at 

http://theskythismonth.wordpress.com/.  

 

 

 

LOOKING FOR TRIPODS. Reliable and sturdy enough to withstand the robust enthusiasm of two young birders.  If you have 

any used birding equipment (or books) you are willing to part with, please contact Lukian or Zakhar at (905)547-7636. 

 

O 

http://www.amateurastronomy.org/
mailto:mariocarr@cogeco.ca
http://theskythismonth.wordpress.com/
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Noteworthy Bird Records – September/October, 2011 
By Rob Dobos 

Brant#: Birds at Van Wagners Beach [HM]: 12 –Oct 1 F (CE), 662 –Oct 
26 (GP et al.), 51 –Oct 27 (BS,PMP; TT); 200 off Green Rd [HM] and 25 
off Fruitland Rd [HM] Oct 26 (GP); two at the Lake off Grimsby Sewage 
Ponds [NG] Oct 28 (AM); one at Spencer Smith Park [HL] Oct 30-31 
(SCh; KWi,AWi); one at Fifty Point C.A. [HM/NG] Oct 31 (GH). 
Trumpeter Swan: One at Burloak Waterfront Park [HL] Sep 1-Oct 31 
(MJ); 15 over Dundas [HM] Oct 1 (JLi). 
Wood Duck: 19 at Dundas Marsh [HM] Sep 17 (DKD); 45 at Hendrie 
Valley [HL] Oct 22 (DD,RD). 
Gadwall: 20 at Tollgate Pond [HM] Sep 11 (RD); 10 off Hamilton 
Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 (BH,EH). 
American Wigeon: 22 past Van Wagners Beach Sep 10 (RD et al.), and 
eight there Sep 25 (RD et al.); six at Dundas Marsh Sep 11 (JBr); 100 off 
Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 (BH,EH); eight at Bronte 
Harbour [HL] (MJ) and 15 at Fifty Point C.A. (RD et al.) Oct 15; 50 at 
Mountsberg C.A. [HM/WL] Oct 26 (MCa). 
American Black Duck: 75 off Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 
(BH,EH). 
Blue-winged Teal: Five at Dundas Marsh Sep 11-29 (JBr; CE), and 
three there Oct 8 (RD); one at Fifty Point C.A. Oct 15 (RD et al.). 
Northern Shoveler: 117 at Tollgate Pond Sep 11 (RD); eight off 
Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 (BH,EH); 14 at Valley Inn [HL] 
Oct 29 (RD,CE,DD). 

Northern Pintail: Birds past Van Wagners Beach: 18 –Sep 12 (RD), 35 
–Sep 17 (RD et al.), 15 –Sep 25 (RD et al.), 130 –Oct 26 (GP et al.); 150 
off Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 (BH,EH); 20 at Mountsberg 
C.A. Oct 26 (MCa). 

Green-winged Teal: 16 at Dundas Marsh Sep 5 (DKD), and 85 there 
Oct 8 (RD); birds past Van Wagners Beach: 120 –Sep 10 (RD et al.), 62 
–Sep 25 (RD et al.), 10 –Oct 11 (CE); 25 off Hamilton Lakeshore from a 
boat Oct 10 (BH,EH); 142 at Tollgate Pond Oct 23 (RD); 34 at Valley 
Inn Oct 29 (RD,CE,DD). 

Canvasback: One m. at Tollgate Pond Sep 1-11 (RD). 

Redhead: One m. at Suncor Pier, Bronte [HL] Sep 6-19 (MJ); seven at 
Mountsberg C.A. Sep 27 (MCa); 10 off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 15 (RD et 
al.). 
Ring-necked Duck: One m. at Windermere Basin [HM] Sep 4-11 (RD 
et al.); three past Van Wagners Beach Sep 10 F (RD et al.), and 15 there 
Oct 19 (RD et al.); 18 at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 27 (MCa). 
Greater Scaup: One past Van Wagners Beach Sep 5 F (RD); 600 off 
Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 (BH,EH); 300 off Fifty Point 
C.A. Oct 15 (RD et al.). 
Lesser Scaup: Four at Tollgate Pond Sep 11 (RD); 50 off Hamilton 
Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 (BH,EH); 50 off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 15 
(RD et al.). 
Surf Scoter: Birds at Van Wagners Beach: 1f. –Sep 1 F (RD,CE) 
provided a record early fall date for the HSA, 1 –Sep 10 (RD et al.), 4 –
Oct 1 (CE), 30 –Oct 13 (RD,CE), 58 –Oct 26 (GP et al.); 13 off Grays Rd 
[HM] Oct 6 (RD,CE); 10 off Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 
(BH,EH); 11 off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 15 (RD et al.), and 24 there Oct 23 
(RD). 
White-winged Scoter: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 3 –Sep 8 (RD et 
al.), 20 –Sep 25 (RD et al.), 300 –Oct 13 (RD,CE); 750 off Hamilton 
Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 (BH,EH); 200 off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 23 
(RD). 
Black Scoter: Three past Van Wagners Beach Sep 25 F (RD et al.); two 
off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 23 (RD); one m. + three f. off Grays Rd Oct 24 
(RD,CE); two m. + two f. off Fruitland Rd Oct 30 (RD,CE); two m. + 
seven f. off Green Rd Oct 31 (RD,CE). 
Long-tailed Duck: Ten off Van Wagners Beach Sep 11 F (RD et al.); 
1500 off Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 (BH,EH); 400 off Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 13 (RD,CE); 13 at Tollgate Pond Oct 23 (RD). 
Bufflehead: One at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond 
[HL] Oct 16 F (DD); three off Burlington Beachstrip [HL] Oct 18 
(RD,CE). 

Legend: 
* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the 
 migration 
L -last occurrence for the 
 migration 
HSA -Hamilton Study Area 
SM –singing male 
terr. –territorial bird 

Plumages, etc.: 
m. -male 
f. -female 
ad. -adult 
ba. -basic 
alt. -alternate 
imm. -immature 
juv. -juvenile 
1st  yr. –first year 

County/Region/City: 
Brant [BR] 
Haldimand [HD] 
Halton [HL] 
Hamilton [HM] 
Niagara [NG] 
Peel [PL] 
Waterloo [WT] 
Wellington [WL] 

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2011 to October 31: 286.  Underlined species 

or dates require documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee.  Capitalized species 

require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee.  For species marked with “#”, all 

reported records are listed.  For all other species, only highlights are listed.  Note that the species 

order follows the most recent American Ornithologists‟ Union checklist and supplements. 

 

Observers: Alfred Adamo (AA), Erich Bauer (EBa), Miriam Bauman (MBa), Ralph Beaumont 
(RB), Dave Bell (DBe), Jacob Bruxer (JBr), Ken Burrell (KBu), Chris Burris (CBu), Mike Cadman 
(MCa), Barb Charlton (BC), Stephen Cheesman (SCh), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Robert Cumming 
(RCu), Martin Daly (MD), Karl Dix (KD), Rob Dobos (RD), Aidan Don (AiD), Andrew Don 
(AD), Dave R. Don (DD), Dave K. Donn (DKD), Ben Edgecombe (BE), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), 
Janet Forjan (JFo), Brett Fried (BF), Nancy Furber (NF), Kathleen Gardiner (KG), David 
Gascoigne (DGs), Brandon Holden (BH), Eric Holden (EH), George Holland (GH), Mourad Jabra 
(MJa), Mark Jennings (MJ), Rick Johnston (RJ), Tim King (TK), Bill Lamond (BL), Cody Law 
(CL), Joyce Litster (JLi), Rick Ludkin (RL), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Arlene McCaw (AMC), Jim 
McCaw (JMC), Ian McGovern (IMG), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Peter McParland (PMP), 
Anthony Miller (AM), Matt Mills (MM), Brian Mishell (BMi), Bernie Monette (BMt), Loretta 
Mousseau (LMo), Rob Mueller (RMu), Peeter Musta (PMu), Ken Newcombe (KN), Daniel Oakes 
(DO), Gavin Platt (GP), Bill Read (BR), Wayne Renaud (WR), Peter Scholtens (PSc), Bill Smith 
(BS), Paul Smith (PS), Greg Stewart (GSt), Tom Thomas (TT), Jim Thomson (JT), Matt Timpf 
(MT), Fred Urie (FU), Herman van Barneveld (HvB), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Jim Watt (JWa), 
Chip Weseloh (CW), Katie West (KWe), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Brian 
Wylie (BW), Peter Yoerg (PY), many observers (m.obs.). 
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Common Goldeneye: Ten off Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 
F (BH,EH). 
Hooded Merganser: Two at Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HM] Sep 3-25 
(MD; RD); one at Tollgate Pond Sep 11 (RD); two at Valley Inn Oct 29 
(RD,CE,DD). 
Common Merganser: Two at Harbour off LaSalle Marina [HM] Sep 2 
(RD); three at NE Shore of Harbour [HM] Sep 21 F (RD); 11 off Fifty 
Point C.A. Oct 15 (RD et al.). 
Red-breasted Merganser: Birds past Van Wagners Beach: 7 –Sep 17 
(RD et al.), 21 –Sep 25 (RD et al.), 72 –Oct 26 (GP et al.). 
Ruddy Duck: 15 off Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 F 
(BH,EH); 20 off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 15 (RD et al.); 27 at Tollgate Pond 
and 44 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Oct 23 (RD). 
Ruffed Grouse#: One at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 [HM] Oct 2 (PS); 
one at Patterson Tract [HM] Oct 30 (KWi,AWi). 
Wild Turkey: Up to eight at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Oct 2-31 (PS). 

Red-throated Loon#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 3 –Oct 1 F (CE), 
5 –Oct 19 (BH et al.), 1 –Oct 23 (RD), 3 –Oct 26 (CE et al.), 12 –Oct 29 
(RD,DD,CE), 7 –Oct 31 (RD,CE); birds off Fifty Point C.A.: 1 –Oct 15 
(RD et al.), 1 –Oct 17 (KM), 3 –Oct 23 (RD); one past CCIW [HL] Oct 
19 (RD); one juv. off Grays Rd Oct 24 (RD,CE); two off Fruitland Rd 
and one off Hunter Rd, Grimsby [NG] Oct 30 (RD,CE); two off Green 
Rd Oct 31 (RD,CE). 
PACIFIC LOON#: One juv. off Grays Rd Oct 24 * (RD,CE); one ad. 
off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 30 (GH,KD; KWi,AWi). 
Common Loon: Birds past Van Wagners Beach: 6 –Sep 4 (RD et al.), 6 
–Sep 10 (RD et al.), 40 –Oct 19 (BH et al.), 61 –Oct 26 (GP et al.); birds 
off Fifty Point C.A.: 9 –Sep 5 (RD et al.), 32 –Oct 15 (RD et al.), 83 –Oct 
23 (RD), 24 –Oct 25 (GH); 15 off Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 
10 (BH,EH); birds over Ruthven Park, Cayuga [HD]: 20 –Oct 19, 23 –
Oct 27, 12 –Oct 31 (RL); 32 over Woodland Cemetery [HM] Oct 16 
(RD,CE,DD); nine over Hwy 6 & Plains Rd [HL] Oct 21 (CE,DD); five 
off Grays Rd Oct 24 (RD,CE); 16 off Sioux Lookout Park [HL] Oct 27 
(CE). 

Pied-billed Grebe: One at Desjardins Canal, Dundas Sep 3-Oct 31 
(RD), and two there Oct 27 (MD); two at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 26 (CE); 
three at Neibauer‟s Marsh [WL] Sep 30-Oct 2 (FU; m.obs.); one at Great 
Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond [HL] Oct 21 (MJ).   

Horned Grebe: One off Van Wagners Beach Oct 11 F (RD), and 10 
there Oct 19 (BH et al.); 14 off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 17 (KM); five off 
Grays Rd Oct 24 (RD,CE); 14 off Hunter Rd, Grimsby Oct 30 (RD,CE). 
Red-necked Grebe: One pair at a nest at Burloak Waterfront Park [HL] 
Sep 3 which was abandoned a week later (DD); one off Fifty Rd Sep 10 F 
(KM); five off Shoreacres [HL] Sep 12 (CE), and eight there Oct 14 
(RD,CE); 240 off Rattray Marsh [PL] Sep 24 and 400 there Oct 4 (WR); 
one juv. at Neibauer‟s Marsh Sep 30-Oct 29 (FU; m.obs.); three off 
Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 (BH,EH); three off Burlington 
Beachstrip Oct 22 (RD,DD); two at Puslinch Lake [WL] Oct 29 (MCa et 
al.). 
NORTHERN GANNET#: One juv. was found grounded at Head St, 
Dundas [HM] Oct 26 * (DO); the bird was picked up and taken to Van 
Wagners Beach where it was released (RW et al.); likely the same bird 
was off Guelph Line [HL] Oct 27 (RCu). 
Least Bittern#: One at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 L (RD,DD). 

Great Egret#: Birds at Dundas Marsh: 6 –Sep 2 (MD), 10 –Sep 11 
(JBr), 22 –Sep 17 (DKD), 13 –Sep 18 (RD,DD), 16 –Sep 21 (MD), 9 –
Sep 29 (CE), 15 –Oct 9 (KWi,AWi); one at Rattray Marsh Sep 2-24 
(BS,PMP; WR), and two there Sep 27 (JWa); 16 roosting at Carroll‟s 
Point [HM] Sep 10 (CW); two at Bronte Marsh [HL] Sep 15 (MJ); birds 
at Valley Inn: 1 –Sep 17-30 (RD,DD), 11 –Oct 16 (RD,CE,DD), 1 –Oct 
20 (RD); one at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 26 (CE), and three there Sep 27 
(MCa); one at Millgrove Loam Pits [HM] Oct 9 (RD,BC,DD). 
Green Heron: One at Van Wagners Ponds [HM] Sep 1 (RD,CE); one at 
Rattray Marsh Sep 2-27L (BS,PMP; JWa); one at Dundas Marsh Sep 5-
18 (DKD; m.obs.); one at Bronte Sep 21 (MJ); one juv. at Valley Inn Sep 
24 (RD et al.). 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: 18 at Dundas Marsh Sep 5 (DKD); 
three at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 23 (RD). 
Turkey Vulture: 400 over Olympic Park, Dundas [HM] Oct 4 (MM); 
birds on Oct 21: 220 –Ruthven Park (RL), 258 –Woodland Cemetery 

(CE,DD), 73 –Hwy 6 & Plains Rd (CE,DD); 150 past Woodland 
Cemetery Oct 22 (RD,DD). 
Osprey: Five over Dundas Sep 15 (MM); one at Woodland Cemetery 
Oct 9 (RD,BC,DD). 
Bald Eagle: One ad. at Dundas Marsh/West End of Hamilton Harbour 
Sep 2-Oct 22 (MD; m.obs.); one ad. at Empire Corners [HD] Sep 4 
(BMt); birds at Ruthven Park: 3ad. –Sep 15 (RL), 1ad. –Oct 7 (RL), 2ad. 
–Oct 30 (EBa); four over SE Oakville [HL] Sep 15 (JWa); six over 
Dundas Sep 16 (MM); three juv. + one ad. over Aurora Cres, Burlington 
[HL] Oct 4 (CE); one juv. at Vinemount Swamp [HM] Oct 16 
(KWi,AWi); 11 over Hwy 6 & Plains Rd and two ad. over Woodland 
Cemetery Oct 21 (CE,DD).  
Northern Harrier: Two at Dundas Marsh Sep 5 F (DKD); four over 
Dundas (MM) and three over SE Oakville (JWa) Sep 15; four past 
Aurora Cres, Burlington Oct 24 (CE). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 13 past Aurora Cres, Burlington (CE) and 23 
over Dundas (MM) Sep 15; 40 over Olympic Park, Dundas Oct 4 (MM). 
Cooper’s Hawk: Two at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 F (RD,DD). 

Northern Goshawk#: One juv. at Ruthven Park Oct 6 F (MT); one at 
Dundas Marsh Oct 8 (TT et al.); two juv. past Woodland Cemetery Oct 
21 (CE,DD); one at Victoria Park, Hamilton [HM] Oct 27 (BS). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: One at Sherwood Hills Park, Grimsby [NG] 
Sep 14F-15 (CL); three over Aurora Cres, Burlington Oct 25 (CE). 
Broad-winged Hawk: Birds on Sep 15 F: 708 –SE Oakville (JWa), 239 
–Aurora Cres, Burlington [HL] (CE), 250 –Dundas (MM), 1100 –High 
Level Bridge [HM] (MM); 1270 over Dundas Sep 16 (MM); one at 
Valley Inn Oct 17-25L (TT). 
Rough-legged Hawk: One over Aurora Cres, Burlington Oct 24 F 
(CE); one over Dundas Oct 25 (MM). 

Golden Eagle#: One ad. over Hwy 6 & Plains Rd (CE,DD) and one juv. 
over Woodland Cemetery (CE,DD; BC) Oct 21 F; one juv. at Burlington 
Beachstrip Oct 22 (RD,DD); one ad. at Eramosa Karst C.A. [HM] Oct 23 
(DD,AiD); one juv. at Valley Inn Oct 25 (TT); one ad. at Van Wagners 
Beach Oct 27 (TT); one at Ruthven Park Oct 30 (RL). 

Merlin#: One at Upper Middle Rd & Itabashi Way [HL] Sep 6 (MJ); 
one at Woodland Cemetery Sep 9 (MJ); one at Bronte Sep 10-Oct 11 and 
two there Sep 30 (MJ); one at Ruthven Park Sep 10 (RL); one at Van 
Wagners Beach Sep 10 (RD et al.), and two there Oct 19 (BH et al.); one 
at Spencer Creek Trail, Dundas [HM] Sep 14-Oct 16 (MM; RD); one at 
Central Park, Burlington [HL] Sep 19-Oct 14 (MJ); one at Mountsberg 
C.A. Sep 27 (FU); one over Aurora Cres, Burlington Sep 29 (CE); one at 
Millgrove Loam Pits Oct 9 (RD,BC,DD); one at CCIW Oct 11 (RD). 
Peregrine Falcon#: Two ad. at Burlington Ship Canal and area 
[HM/HL] Sep 1-Oct 31 (RD; m.obs.); one over SE Oakville Sep 15 
(JWa); three at Suncor Pier, Bronte [HL] Sep 26 (MJ); one at Mountsberg 
C.A. Oct 3 (FU); four over Olympic Park, Dundas Oct 4 (MM); birds at 
Van Wagners Beach: 1juv. –Oct 8 (RD et al.), 2 –Oct 11 (CE), 1juv. –Oct 
19 (BH et al.). 
Virginia Rail#: One at Rattray Marsh Sep 2 L (BS,PMP). 

Sora#: One at Rattray Marsh Sep 2-27L (BS,PMP; JWa); one at Great 
Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond [HL] Sep 10 (MJ). 

PURPLE GALLINULE#: One juv. photographed at Hendrie Valley 
Oct 16 * (JT) but not seen subsequently was the fourth record for the 
HSA. 
Common Gallinule#: One at Neibauer‟s Marsh Sep 30 L (FU). 

American Coot: Five at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 26 (CE), and 245 there 
Oct 21 (FU); 53 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Oct 23 (RD). 
Sandhill Crane#: Four ad. + three juv. at Grass Lake [WT] Sep 5 
(DGs,MBa), and two ad. + one juv. there Oct 25 (JFo); two at Hwy 24 S 
of McLean School Rd [BR] Sep 7 (KG). 
Black-bellied Plover: Birds at Windermere Basin: 2ad. –Sep 2 (DD), 6 
–Sep 22 (BCh), 4juv. –Sep 28 (KM); birds at Van Wagners Beach: 4 –
Sep 7 (BH et al.), 10 –Oct 2 (CE,DD), 1 –Oct 26 (CE et al.); birds at 
Dundas Marsh: 2ad. –Sep 18 (RD,DD), 2juv. –Oct 6-8 (CE,RW; RD); 
two at Rattray Marsh Sep 24 (WR); one at Great Lakes Blvd & Burloak 
Dr [HL] Sep 26 (MJ,BC). 

American Golden-Plover: Birds at Windermere Basin: 1ad. + 1juv. –
Sep 11 (RD et al.), 3 –Sep 14 (CE,DKD), 2juv. –Sep 17 (RD), 1juv. –Sep 
28 (KM); two over Ruthven Park Sep 15 (MT); five ad. + three juv. at 
Unity Rd W of Hwy 6 [HD] Sep 19 (BS,PMP); two at Dundas Marsh Sep 
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20 (BW); one at Great Lakes Blvd & Burloak Dr Sep 26 (MJ,CE); one at 
Mountsberg C.A. Sep 27 (MCa). 
Semipalmated Plover: Seven at Van Wagners Beach Sep 1 (CE); 20 at 
Windermere Basin Sep 14 (CE,DKD); 14 at Red Hill Parkway & QEW 
Stormwater Pond [HM] Sep 28 (KM); two at Valley Inn Oct 16 L 
(RD,CE,DD). 
Spotted Sandpiper: Four at Valley Inn Sep 24 (RD et al.), and one 
there Oct 16 (RD,CE,DD); one at Windermere Basin Oct 8 (TT et al.); 
one at Dundas Marsh Oct 9 (KWi,AWi). 
Solitary Sandpiper: Two at Bronte Marsh Sep 16 (MJ); two at Valley 
Inn Sep 28 (KM); two at Rattray Marsh Oct 4 (WR); two at Dundas 
Marsh Oct 8 L (RD).   
Greater Yellowlegs: Three at Dundas Marsh Sep 11 (JBr); one at 
Millgrove Loam Pits Oct 9 (RD,BC,DD). 
Lesser Yellowlegs: 12 at Windermere Basin Sep 2 (DD); 18 at Red Hill 
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond Sep 4 (RD,BC); 25 at Dundas Marsh 
Sep 11 (JBr), and 69 there Sep 20 (BW); 25 at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 26 
(CE). 
Whimbrel#: One past Van Wagners Beach Sep 10 L (KBu,RD,DD). 

Hudsonian Godwit#: Two juv. at Dundas Marsh Oct 6*-8 (CE,RW; 
m.obs.); two juv. at Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond Oct 10-
12L (KWi,AWi; m.obs.). 
Ruddy Turnstone: One ad. + one juv. at Van Wagners Beach Sep 1 
(CE); two at Suncor Pier, Bronte Sep 8 (MJ); two at NE Shore of 
Harbour Sep 28 L (KM). 

Red Knot#: Birds at Van Wagners Beach: 2 –Sep 1 (CE), 2 –Sep 10 
(RD et al.), 2juv. –Sep 16 L (DD). 
Sanderling: 150 at Hamilton Beachstrip [HM] Sep 8 (RD) provided a 
record high count for the HSA; 104 at Suncor Pier, Bronte Sep 8 (MJ); 
birds at Van Wagners Beach: 80 –Sep 10 (RD et al.), 25 –Oct 19 (BH et 
al.), 17 –Oct 26 L (CE et al.); six E of Bronte Harbour Sep 10 (MJ); 11 at 
Tollgate Pond Sep 11 (RD); one at Bronte Beach [HL] Oct 13 (MJ). 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Five at Windermere Basin Sep 11 (RD et 
al.); six at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,DD); one at Valley Inn Oct 16 L 
(RD,CE,DD). 
Western Sandpiper#: One juv. at Dundas Marsh Sep 18*-20 (RD,DD; 
m.obs.). 
Least Sandpiper: Seven at Windermere Basin Sep 4 (RD,BC); 14 at 
Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,DD); two at Valley Inn Oct 16 (RD,CE,DD). 
White-rumped Sandpiper: One ad. at Rattray Marsh Sep 2 (BS,PMP); 
one at Van Wagners Beach Sep 10 (RD et al.); one at Tollgate Pond and 
two at Windermere Basin Sep 11 (RD et al.); birds at Dundas Marsh: 24 
–Sep 11 (JBr), 18 –Sep 14 (DKD), 3ad. –Sep 18 (RD,DD); one at Valley 
Inn Oct 16 (RD,CE,DD). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Two at Dundas Marsh Sep 2 (MD), and one there 
Sep 20 (BW); two at Rattray Marsh Sep 2 (BS,PMP), and one there Sep 
24 L (WR); one at Windermere Basin Sep 4-17 (RD,BC; m.obs.); three at 
Fifty Point C.A. Sep 5 (RD et al.); two at Unity Rd W of Hwy 6 Sep 19 
(BS,PMP). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: One juv. at Windermere Basin Sep 4 (RD,BC); six 
at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,DD); 15 at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 27 
(MCa), and one there Oct 27 (FU). 
Purple Sandpiper#: One at Van Wagners Beach Oct 29 * 
(RD,DD,CE). 
Dunlin: Four at Dundas Marsh Oct 6 F (CE,RW); 375 at Van Wagners 
Beach Oct 26 (GP et al.); 65 at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 26 (MCa). 
Stilt Sandpiper: Four juv. at Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater 
Pond Sep 3-8 (DD; m.obs.); one at Dundas Marsh Sep 20 L (BW). 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper#: Birds at Windermere Basin: 1 –Sep 4 
(RD,BC), 5 –Sep 5 (DBe), 3 –Sep 11-16 (KD,RJ; m.obs.), 1 –Sep 22 L 
(BCh); three at Unity Rd W of Hwy 6 Sep 19 (BS,PMP). 
Short-billed Dowitcher: Three juv. at Red Hill Parkway & QEW 
Stormwater Pond Sep 3-8L (KWi,AWi; m.obs.). 
Dowitcher species: 18 past Van Wagners Beach Sep 8 (BC et al.). 
Long-billed Dowitcher#: One juv. at Valley Inn Sep 22*-24 (MJa); 
one at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 26 (CE), and three  there Oct 26 L (BH; 
MCa); three juv. at Windermere Basin Sep 28 (KM); one juv. at Red Hill 
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond Oct 12 (BS,PMP). 
Wilson’s Snipe: Two at Rattray Marsh Sep 24 (WR). 

American Woodcock: One at Dundas Marsh Sep 5 (DKD); one at 
Hendrie Valley Sep 9 (HvB); one at Ruthven Park Oct 16 (RL). 
Wilson’s Phalarope#: One juv. at Red Hill Parkway & QEW 
Stormwater Pond Sep 3-8 (KWi,AWi; m.obs.); one at Mountsberg C.A. 
Oct 29 L (MCa et al.) provided the third latest date for the HSA. 
Red-necked Phalarope#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 6 –Sep 6 (RD 
et al.), 4 –Sep 8 (GH et al.), 1 –Oct 26 L (GP et al.); three off Fifty Point 
C.A. Sep 11 (KD,RJ).  
Red Phalarope#: Two off Van Wagners Beach Sep 8 * (GH et al.); one 
past Fifty Point C.A. Oct 17 (KM), and one there Oct 31 (GH). 
Little Gull#: One ad. off Van Wagners Beach Oct 19 (GSt et al.), and 
one 1st ba. there Oct 26 (GP et al.). 
Bonaparte’s Gull: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 10 –Oct 1 (CE), 32 –
Oct 11 (CE,DD,RD), 75 –Oct 19 (BH et al.), 74 –Oct 23 (RD), 26 –Oct 
26 (CE et al.), 27 –Oct 29 (RD,CE,DD); 16 at Dundas Marsh Oct 8 (RD); 
25 off Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 (BH,EH); 165 off Fifty 
Point C.A. Oct 17 (KM), and 25 there Oct 23 (RD); 95 at Hamilton 
Beachstrip Oct 17 (RD). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 1ad. + 1 
2nd ba. + 1juv. –Sep 7 (BH et al.), 1juv. –Sep 23-25 (RD), 1juv. –Oct 2 
(CE,DD), 1 1st ba. + 1ad. –Oct 26 (GP et al.); one juv. off Fifty Rd Sep 
10 (KM). 
Sabine’s Gull#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 2juv. –Sep 7 * (BH et 
al.), 38juv. + 1ad. –Sep 11 (BH et al.) provided a record high count for 
the HSA, 2juv. –Sep 17 (RD,DD), 1juv. –Sep 23 (CE), 5juv. –Sep 24 
(BCh), 1juv. –Sep 25 (RD et al.); a flock of 11 mostly ad. off Fifty Point 
C.A. Sep 11 (KD,RJ) was unprecedented; one juv. off Burlington Ship 
Canal (JBr) and Sioux Lookout Park Oct 27 L (CE). 
Black-legged Kittiwake#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 1juv. –Oct 
19 F (BH et al.), 1juv. –Oct 23 (AA), 2juv. –Oct 26 (CE et al.); one juv. 
off Sioux Lookout Park Oct 27 (CE). 
Caspian Tern: 15 at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,DD), and one there Sep 
29 (CE); three off Van Wagners Beach Sep 25 (RD et al.), and one there 
Oct 26 L (CE et al.) was record late for the HSA; one at CCIW Oct 11-14 
(RD). 
Black Tern#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 1 –Sep 7 (fide BH), 1 –
Sep 8 (GH), 1juv. –Sep 11 (BH,EH), 1 –Sep 25 L (RD et al.). 
Common Tern: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 14 –Sep 10 (RD et al.), 
5 –Sep 16 (DD), 1 –Oct 1 (CE), 1juv. –Oct 19 (RD et al.); seven at 
Spencer Smith Park Sep 15 (MJ); one off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 23 L (RD). 
Pomarine Jaeger#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 2juv. –Sep 25 * (RD 
et al.), 4juv. –Oct 11 (CE,DD,RD), 1juv. –Oct 13 (RD,CE), 3juv. –Oct 19 
(BH et al.), 1 –Oct 26 (GP et al.), 1 –Oct 27 (TT), 1juv. –Oct 31 
(RD,CE); two off Hamilton Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 (BH,EH); one 
off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 22 (GH), and two juv. there Oct 23 (RD). 
Parasitic Jaeger#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 3 –Sep 1 (CE), 1 –
Sep 5 (BCh), 2juv. –Sep 6 (KM), 5 –Sep 7 (BH et al.), 11 –Sep 10 (RD et 
al.), 4 –Sep 11 (BH,EH), 4juv. –Sep 17 (RD et al.), 2 –Sep 23 (CE), 3ad. 
–Sep 25 (RD et al.), 3ad. –Oct 1 (CE), 2ad. + 1juv. –Oct 2 (CE,DD), 2 –
Oct 11 (CE,DD,RD), 2ad. + 1juv. –Oct 19 (RD et al.), 1 –Oct 26 (CE et 
al.); one juv. off Burlington Ship Canal Sep 8 (RD); one off Hamilton 
Lakeshore from a boat Oct 10 (BH,EH). 
Jaeger species#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 3 –Sep 1 (CE), 2 –Sep 
6 (PMu et al.), 3 –Sep 7 (RD et al.), 15 –Sep 8 (PY et al.), 14 –Sep 10 
(RD et al.), 2 –Sep 23 (CE), 5 –Sep 25 (RD et al.), 5 –Oct 1 (CE), 4 –Oct 
2 (CE,DD), 3 –Oct 19 (BH et al.), 2 –Oct 26 (GP et al.); three off 
Burlington Ship Canal Sep 8 (RD); one off Shoreacres Sep 11 (DD); one 
off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 23 (RD); one off Grays Rd Oct 25 (PMu). 
Long-tailed Jaeger#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 1juv. –Sep 6 
(KM), 3juv. –Sep 7 (RD et al.), 2juv. –Sep 8 (RD et al.), 2juv. –Sep 10 
(RD et al.), 2juv. –Sep 11 (BH et al.), 1ad. –Sep 17 (RD,DD), 3juv. –Oct 
19 L (BH et al.). 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at Ruthven Park Sep 2 (RL), and one 
imm. there Sep 15 (LMo); one at Hendrie Valley Oct 22 L (DD,CE).   
Black-billed Cuckoo: Birds at Ruthven Park; 1 –Sep 8 (RL), 1ad. + 
1imm. –Sep 23 (RL), 1imm. –Oct 9 (RL). 
Northern Saw-whet Owl#: Birds banded at Ruthven Park: 1 –Oct 17 
F, 11 –Oct 23, 7 –Oct 25, 14 –Oct 28, 4 –Oct 29 (NF et al.).  
Common Nighthawk: Seven at Valley Inn Sep 11 (KN); one at 
Ruthven Park Sep 15 (RL); one over Dunning Ct, Dundas [HM] Sep 20 
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and 11 there Sep 27 (MM); one over Aurora Cres, Burlington Sep 21 
(CE), and six there Sep 24 L (CE,BE).   
Chimney Swift: 20 over Sunrise Cres, Dundas [HM] Sep 3 (RD); 100 at 
Blair Rd & George St, Cambridge [WT] Sep 24 (BR); one at Great Lakes 
Blvd & Rebecca St Sep 26 (MJ,CE); two at Dunning Ct, Dundas Sep 27 
(MM); three at Van Wagners Beach Oct 1 L (CE). 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Aurora Cres. Burlington Sep 29 
(CE); one at Sleepy Hollow Ct, Dundas [HM] Oct 10 L (KWe). 
Red-headed Woodpecker#: One imm. at Edgelake Park, Stoney Creek 
[HM] Sep 26 (MD); one ad. at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 12 and one ad. + 
two imm. there Oct 13 (BS,PMP); one imm. at Ruthven Park Oct 18 
(RL); one imm. at Hwy 6 & Safari Rd [HM] Oct 26 L (BF). 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Two at Confederation Park [HM] Sep 18 F 
(AMC,JMC); birds on Oct 22 L: 3 –Burlington Beachstrip (RD,DD), 1 –
Waterdown North Wetland Trails [HM] (TT), 1 –Fifty Point C.A. (GH), 
1 –Van Wagners Ponds (CBu). 
Pileated Woodpecker: One at Ruthven Park Sep 8 (RBt,RL). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher#: One at Ruthven Park Sep 2 (RL); one N of 
Bronte Marsh Sep 6 (MJ); one at Sunrise Cres, Dundas Sep 18 L (RD). 
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Six at Ruthven Park Sep 5 (RL); one SM at 
Conc 11, Puslinch [WL] Sep 27 (FU); one at Fifty Point C.A. Oct 12 L 
(GH). 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Dundas Marsh Sep 6 L (MD). 

“Traills” Flycatcher: One at Ruthven Park Sep 17 (RL); one at Van 
Wagners Ponds Oct 8 L (TT et al.). 
Least Flycatcher: One at Shoreacres Sep 24 L (CE,DD). 

Eastern Phoebe: One at Shoreacres (CE,DD) and two at Woodland 
Cemetery (RD et al.) Sep 24 F; four at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 2 
(CE,DD); one at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Oct 27 L (MD). 
Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Fifty Point C.A. (RD et al.) and one 
at Shoreacres (AMC,JMC) Sep 5 L. 
Eastern Kingbird: One at Sunrise Cres, Dundas Sep 3 (RD); 12 at Fifty 
Point C.A. Sep 5 L (RD et al.). 
Northern Shrike#: One at Woodland Cemetery Oct 23 F (RD); one ad. 
at Bronte Creek Prov. Park [HL] Oct 24-30 (MJ; BMi). 
White-eyed Vireo#: One at Burlington Beachstrip Oct 18 * (RD,CE). 

Yellow-throated Vireo#: One at Ruthven Park Sep 10 (PSc); one at 
Forty Mile Creek Park, Grimsby [NG] Sep 21 L (BC,BW). 
Blue-headed Vireo: One at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 F (RD,DD); one at 
Waterdown North Wetland Trails Oct 28 (TT). 
Warbling Vireo: One at Dundas Marsh Sep 29 L (CE). 

Philadelphia Vireo: One at Clappison Escarpment Woods [HL] Sep 24 
L (RD et al.). 
Red-eyed Vireo: One at Aurora Cres, Burlington Oct 4 L (CE). 

Common Raven#: One at Woodland Cemetery Sep 24 (RD et al.); one 
at Conc 8 W of Middletown Rd [HM] Sep 26 (PS); one over Waterdown 
[HM] Oct 11-22 (TT); two at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Oct 14 (PS); two 
at Ridge Rd, Grimsby [NG] Oct 22 (BM); two over Dunning Ct, Dundas 
Oct 27 (MM). 
Horned Lark: 20 at Great Lakes Blvd & Burloak Dr Oct 10 and 60 
there Oct 21 (MJ). 
Purple Martin: 25 at Hamilton Beachstrip Sep 8 (RD); two at 
Woodland Cemetery Sep 9 L (MJ). 
Tree Swallow: Two at Rattray Marsh Sep 24 (WR); two at Great Lakes 
Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond (DD) and four at Grimsby Bench 
[NG] (GH) Oct 16 L. 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Eight at Grimsby Bench Oct 16 L 
(GH). 

Bank Swallow: One at CCIW Sep 7 L (RD). 

Barn Swallow: 33 at Fifty Point C.A. Sep 5 (RD et al.); two at Dundas 
Marsh Sep 18 L (RD,DD). 
Swallow species: One at Hwy 6 & Plains Rd Oct 21 (CE,DD). 

Tufted Titmouse#: Up to 12 birds banded at Ruthven Park Sep 2-Oct 
24 (RL). 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: One at Sunrise Cres, Dundas Sep 3-11 (RD); 
one at Aurora Cres, Burlington Sep 24 F (CE,BE). 

Brown Creeper: One at Forty Mile Creek Park Sep 21 F (BC,BW). 

House Wren: One at Gates of Heaven Cemetery, Aldershot [HL] Oct 22 
(RD). 

Winter Wren: One at Ruthven Park (RL) and one at Dundas Marsh 
(RD,DD) Sep 18 F; five at Hendrie Valley Oct 22 (RD,DD). 
Sedge Wren#: One at Dundas Marsh Sep 6 L (MD). 

Marsh Wren#: One at Dundas Marsh Sep 11-Oct 8 (JBr; m.obs.), and 
three there Sep 23 (MD); one at Nassagaweya-Puslinch Townline 
[WL/HL] Sep 27 (FU); two at 1st Line Nassagaweya [HL] Sep 30 (FU). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: One at SE Oakville Sep 27 F (JWa); 32 at 
Ruthven Park Oct 2 (RL), and 60 there Oct 27 (RL); 100 at Rattray 
Marsh Oct 4 (WR). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Ruthven Park Sep 10 F (RL); 25 at 
Hendrie Valley Oct 22 (RD,DD). 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at Eramosa Karst C.A. [HM] Oct 23 
(KWi,AWi). 
Eastern Bluebird: 15 over Hwy 6 & Plains Rd Oct 21 (CE,DD); six at 
Hendrie Valley Oct 22 (RD,DD); 32 past Woodland Cemetery Oct 23 
(RD); eight at Fallsview Rd & Ofield Rd [HM] Oct 27 (MD). 
Veery: Three at Edgelake Park Sep 4 (RD,BC); one at Hendrie Valley 
Oct 22 L (DD). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Edgelake Park Sep 4 F (RD,BC); 43 
calling over St. George St, Brantford [BR] at night Sep 28 (BL) provided 
a record high count for the HSA; one at Burloak Waterfront Park Oct 10 
L (MJ). 
Swainson’s Thrush: Ten at Shoreacres Sep 27 (CE); approx. 250 heard 
calling over St. George St, Brantford Sep 28 (BL). 
Hermit Thrush: One at Ruthven Park Oct 3 F (RL), and 12 there Oct 22 
(RL); ten at Hendrie Valley and 16 at Burlington Beachstrip Oct 22 
(RD,DD). 
Wood Thrush: One at Ruthven Park Sep 26 L (RL). 

American Robin: 1250 past Woodland Cemetery Oct 22 (RD). 

Gray Catbird: One at Mercers Glen [HM] Oct 22 (RD). 

Brown Thrasher: One at Forty Mile Creek Park Sep 21 F (BC,BW); 
one at Confederation Park Oct 13 L (TK). 
American Pipit: One at Van Wagners Beach Sep 25 F (RD et al.); birds 
at Great Lakes Blvd & Burloak Dr: 44 –Oct 10, 200 –Oct 18, 120 –Oct 
21 (MJ); 150 at Fifty Point C.A. Oct 25 (GH). 
Cedar Waxwing: 200 at Woodland Cemetery Oct 22 (RD). 

Blue-winged Warbler: One at Ruthven Park Sep 1-2 (RL), and two 
there Sep 5 (RL); one at Confederation Park Sep 18 L (GH). 
Tennessee Warbler: One at Sunrise Cres, Dundas Sep 1 F (RD); four at 
Ruthven Park Oct 4 (RL); two at Bronte Harbour Oct 27 (MJ). 
Orange-crowned Warbler: One at University of Guelph Arboretum 
[WL] (FU) and one at SE Oakville (JWa) Sep 27 F; four at Confederation 
Park Oct 13 (TK); one at Fifty Point C.A. Oct 25 (GH). 

Nashville Warbler: Six at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd Sep 30 (FU); five at 
South Shell Waterfront Park Oct 1 (DD); one at Ruthven Park Oct 30 
(RL). 
Northern Parula: One f. at LaSalle Park [HL] Sep 2 F (RD); two at 
Aurora Cres, Burlington Sep 24 (CE,BE); three at Bronte Oct 2 (MJ); one 
m. at Bronte Harbour and one m. at Burloak Woods Oct 20 (MJ). 
Yellow Warbler: One at South Shell Waterfront Park, Bronte Oct 2-3 
(MJ); one at Hendrie Valley Oct 22 L (RD). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Burloak Waterfront Park Sep 30 L 
(MJ). 
Magnolia Warbler: Eight at Edgelake Park Sep 4 (RD,BC); two at 
Rattray Marsh Oct 4 L (WR). 
Cape May Warbler#: Two at Ruthven Park Sep 9 (RL), and one imm. 
there Sep 26 (RL); one at Dundas Marsh Sep 11 (JBr), and one there Sep 
18 (RD,DD); one at Shoreacres Sep 24 (CE,DD); one at South Shell 
Waterfront Park Oct 1 L (DD). 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: One m. + one f. at Edgelake Park Sep 4 
(RD,BC); 12 at Rattray Marsh Oct 4 L (WR). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Birds at Woodland Cemetery: 1 –Sep 17 F 
(RD,DD), 25 –Oct 9 (RD,BC,DD), 20 –Oct 23 (RD); 75 at Dundas 
Marsh Oct 7 (DD), and 175 there Oct 8 (RD); birds at Ruthven Park: 39 –
Oct 8 (RL), 51 –Oct 11 (RL), 62 –Oct 12 (RL), 62 –Oct 13 (RL), 125 –
Oct 21 (RL); 60 at Bronte Oct 20 (MJ); 34 at Burlington Beachstrip Oct 
22 (RD,DD). 
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Black-throated Green Warbler: Five at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd Sep 
30 (FU); one at Burlington Beachstrip Oct 22 (RD,DD).  
Blackburnian Warbler: One at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 30 L (FU). 

Pine Warbler: One at Woodland Cemetery Sep 24 F (RD et al.); one E 
of Bronte Harbour Oct 21 L (MJ). 
Prairie Warbler#: One at Ruthven Park Sep 11 L (RL). 

Palm Warbler: Five at Dundas Marsh Sep 11 F (JBr), and 16 there Sep 
17 (DKD); one “yellow” hypochrysea subspecies at Van Wagners Ponds 
Oct 17 (RD); 10 at Bronte Oct 21 (MJ); one at Hendrie Valley Oct 22 L 
(RD,DD). 
Bay-breasted Warbler: Two at Woodland Cemetery and three at 
Edgelake Park Sep 4 F (RD,BC); four at Ruthven Park Sep 7 (RL); six at 
Forty Mile Creek Park Sep 21 (BC,BW); one at Aurora Cres, Burlington 
Oct 4 L (CE). 
Blackpoll Warbler: Nine at Edgelake Park Sep 4 F (RD,BC); seven at 
Fifty Point C.A. Sep 5 (RD et al.); seven at Ruthven Park Sep 7 (RL); 
two at Burlington Beachstrip Oct 22 L (RD,DD). 
Black-and-white Warbler: One at Rattray Marsh Oct 4 L (WR). 

American Redstart: One at Kelson Ave [NG] Oct 23 L (RD). 

Ovenbird: One at Overfield St, Dundas [HM] Sep 2 (MD); one at 
Eramosa Karst C.A. Oct 23 L (KWi,AWi). 
Northern Waterthrush: One at Fifty Point C.A. Oct 22 L (GH). 

Connecticut Warbler#: Two at Ruthven Park Sep 12 F (RL,RMu,PT); 
one at Grimsby Bench Sep 16 (GH); one at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 12 L 
(TK) was record late for the HSA. 
Mourning Warbler#: Two at Ruthven Park Sep 1 (RL); one at Dundas 
Marsh Sep 6 (MD); one at Lakeside Park, Mississauga [PL] Sep 27 L 
(JWa). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Common Yellowthroat: One f. at LaSalle Park Sep 2 F (RD); six at 
Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,DD); one at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St 
Stormwater Pond Oct 21 L (MJ). 
Wilson’s Warbler: Three at Ruthven Park Sep 17 (RL); three at Aurora 
Cres, Burlington Sep 24 L (CE,BE). 
Canada Warbler: One m. at Ruthven Park Sep 21-22L (RL).  

Scarlet Tanager: Four at Ruthven Park Sep 7 (RL), and one there Sep 
22 (RL); one at Sherwood Forest Park [HL] Sep 30 L (AMC,JMC). 
Eastern Towhee: One f. at Edgelake Park Sep 26 F (MD); four at 
Shoreacres Oct 22 (AMC,JMC). 
American Tree Sparrow: One at Waterdown North Wetland Trails Oct 
22 F (TT). 
Chipping Sparrow: Six at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 2 (CE,DD); eight at 
Burlington Beachstrip Oct 20 (RD,CE); nine at Gates of Heaven 
Cemetery Oct 22 (RD); 22 at Bronte Creek Prov. Park Oct 24 (MJ). 
Clay-colored Sparrow#: One at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 22 (CBu); 
one imm. at Van Wagners Beach and one ad. at Confederation Park Oct 
23 L (AA). 

Field Sparrow: One at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 8 F (TT et al.); six at 
Confederation Park Oct 13 (TK); five at Gates of Heaven Cemetery Oct 
22 (RD). 

URBAN-NAI Volunteers Needed  
by Jim Stollard 

 

If you want to contribute to the current natural 

areas inventory (NAI) project being conducted in 

Hamilton, here is how you can help.  You don’t 

need to be an expert to participate.  You just 

need to be willing to take the necessary 

training, then visit local wetlands and report the 

amphibians you hear (for amphibian surveys) or 

birds you see and hear (for marsh bird surveys), 

using the marsh monitoring methods.  The data 

collected by the NAI is recorded in the natural 

heritage database consulted by Hamilton City 

Planning staff when considering development 

proposals.  Thus the data must be accurate.  

For this reason, our NAI Coordinator, Tawnia 

Martel, is working with the Urban Rural 

Biomonitoring and Assessment Network (URBAN) 

as a means of allowing volunteers to contribute, 

because this organization trains volunteers 

before sending them out to do amphibian or 

marsh bird monitoring; thus ensuring accuracy.  

So, when you volunteer with URBAN, you also 

help the Hamilton NAI as well as learning new 

skills and having fun.  Our Club is an important 

partner and financial contributor to the Hamilton 

NAI, so volunteering also boosts the reputation 

of the HNC.  Last spring, for the first time, I 

volunteered with URBAN to survey marsh birds 

at two sites in the Fletcher Creek Conservation 

Area.  I thoroughly enjoyed working in the field, 

learned a great deal more about this area 

(which I had rarely visited previously) and 

encountered a host of beautiful birds, 

wildflowers and dragonflies along the way. 

There will be an information and training session 

for URBAN volunteers at McMaster University on 

Saturday March 31st from 1 to 4 pm to be held 

in Burke Sciences Building Room 108. 

 

To volunteer with URBAN for amphibian or 

marsh bird monitoring, contact Lyndsay Smith-

Cartwright at 905-525-9140 Ext. 27338 or by e-

mail at urbanmonitoring@gmail.com. 

 

Brant (Branta bernicla). Bayfront Park. Jan. 31, 2012.  

Photo by Mike Veltri  

mailto:urbanmonitoring@gmail.com
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First winter male King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) 

distinguishable from the female by the yellow bill. LaSalle 

Marina, Burlington. Jan. 22, 2012. Photo by Mike Veltri. 

Adult male King Eider (Somateria spectabilis). Port Weller. 

Jan. 13, 2012. Photo by Mike Veltri. 

Vesper Sparrow: One at Great Lakes Blvd & Burloak Dr Oct 16-21L 
(DD; MJ). 
LARK SPARROW#: One ad. at Great Lakes Blvd & Burloak Dr Sep 
26 L (MJ; m.obs.) provided the 8th record for the HSA and 2nd this year. 

Savannah Sparrow: Three at Great Lakes Blvd & Burloak Dr Oct 21 L 
(MJ). 
Grasshopper Sparrow#: One at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 2 (CE,DD); 
one at Great Lakes Blvd & Burloak Dr Oct 21 L (MJ). 
Nelson’s Sparrow#: Birds at Dundas Marsh: 2 –Oct 6 F (CE,RW), 3 –
Oct 7 (AD), 3 –Oct 8 (RD; KM), 2 –Oct 9 L (KWi,AWi). 

Fox Sparrow: One at Fifty Point C.A. Oct 15 F (CE); 10 at Patterson 
Tract Oct 30 (KWi,AWi). 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Confederation Park Sep 18 F (AMC,JMC); 
one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park Oct 24 (MJ). 
Swamp Sparrow: Two at Shoreacres (CE,DD) and one at Clappison‟s 
Escarpment Woods (RD et al.) Sep 24 F. 

White-throated Sparrow: One at Confederation Park Sep 18 F 
(AMC,JMC); 25 at Burlington Beachstrip Sep 27 (CE); 20 at Shoreacres 
Oct 14 (RD,CE); 50 at Hendrie Valley (RD,DD) and 30 at Shoreacres 
(AMC,JMC) Oct 22. 

White-crowned Sparrow: One at Woodland Cemetery Sep 24 F (RD et 
al.); 10 at Great Lakes Blvd & Burloak Dr Oct 10 (MJ); 15 at Fifty Point 
C.A. Oct 15 (RD et al.). 
 

 

Dark-eyed Junco: Four at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 2 F (CE,DD); 40 at 
Burlington Beachstrip Oct 20 (RD,CE); 60 at Van Wagners Ponds and 50 
at Kelson Ave Oct 23 (RD). 
Lapland Longspur#: One at Dundas Marsh Oct 8 F (RD); one at Great 
Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Oct 10 and two there Oct 21 (MJ); three at 
Woodland Cemetery Oct 23 (RD); two at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 27 (FU); 
six at Casablanca Blvd at the Lake [NG] Oct 28 (AM). 
Snow Bunting: One at Fifty Point C.A. Oct 23 F (RD); three at 
Burlington Beachstrip Oct 27 (CE); 35 at Casablanca Blvd at the Lake 
Oct 28 (AM); four at Van Wagners Beach Oct 29 (RD,CE,DD). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One f. at Ruthven Park Oct 31 (RL). 

Indigo Bunting: One at Woodland Cemetery Sep 24 L (RD et al.). 
Bobolink: One at Woodland Cemetery Sep 4 (RD,BC), and one there 
Oct 9 L (RD,BC,DD); one at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater 
Pond Sep 10 (MJ). 
Red-winged Blackbird: Birds past Woodland Cemetery: 235 –Oct 9 
(RD et al.), 450 –Oct 22 (RD), 1600 –Oct 23 (RD). 
Eastern Meadowlark: Eight at Fallsview Rd E of Ofield Rd Oct 8 
(RD); one at Bronte Oct 19 (MJ); seven N of Smithville [NG] Oct 22 
(BM); one past Woodland Cemetery Oct 23 (RD). 
Rusty Blackbird: One at Bronte Marsh Sep 15 F (MJ); birds past 
Woodland Cemetery: 23 –Oct 9 (RD,BC,DD), 25 –Oct 22 (RD), 44 –Oct 
23 (RD); 75 at Ruthven Park Oct 18 (RL), and 160 there Oct 22 (RL); 32 
at Fifty Point C.A. Oct 25 (GH). 

 

 
 

Common Grackle: 350 past Woodland Cemetery Oct 23 (RD). 

Orchard Oriole#: One f. at Fifty Point C.A. Sep 5 (RD et al.); one f. at 
Ruthven Park Sep 7 L (RL). 
Baltimore Oriole: Two at Fifty Point C.A. Sep 5 L (RD et al.). 
Purple Finch: Three at Rattray Marsh Oct 4 F (WR); 61 at Woodland 
Cemetery Oct 22 and 24 there Oct 23 (RD); eight at Hendrie Valley Oct 
22 (RD,DD); four f. at Bronte Woods Oct 25 (MJ). 
White-winged Crossbill#: Nine at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Oct 28 F 
(AM). 
Pine Siskin: Birds on Oct 4 F: 20 –Aurora Cres, Burlington (CE), 12 –
Hendrie Valley (IMG), 10 –Westover Rd N of Conc 8 (PS), 7 –Rattray 
Marsh (WR); birds on Oct 30: 15 –Fruitland Rd (RD,CE), 12 –Oakes Rd 
& Winston Rd, Grimsby [NG] (KWi), 20 –Hunter Rd, Grimsby (RD,CE). 
American Goldfinch: 110 past Woodland Cemetery Oct 9 
(RD,BC,DD). 
 
 
Please send your bird records for Sep-Nov 2011 by February 10 to:  Rob 
Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H 3S1; ph: (905) 628-0297;   
e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca

Adult male King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) in breeding 

plumage, which he carries from December to June.  

Port Weller. Jan. 13, 2012. Photo by Mike Veltri. 

mailto:rdobos@cogeco.ca
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P r o t e c t i n g  N a t u r e  S i n c e  1 9 1 9  
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is a nonprofit organization with over 500 members dedicated to the study, 

appreciation, and conservation of our wild plants, animals, and other organisms. Our goals are to promote the 

enjoyment of nature, to foster public interest and education in the appreciation and study of nature, and to 

encourage environmental protection and the conservation of natural resources.  

For more information, or to join us visit www.hamiltonnature.org . Joining us is easy: Simply click on  

 “Join the HNC”  
at the top, right above the two turtles on the Home Page. (PayPal enabled)  Alternately, send a message with your 

name, address, and cheque (payable to Hamilton Naturalists’ Club; check p.123 for rates) to: 

The Membership Director, Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, P.O.Box 89052, Hamilton, ON, L8S 4R5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

affix label here 
 
 
 
 

 

 40048074 
Return undeliverable Canadian      

Addresses to: 
 

The Hamilton Naturalists‟ Club 
Westdale P.O.Box 89052 
Hamilton, ON  L8S 4R5 

 

Some people call this goose a ‘Specklebelly”. We prefer the official name, Greater White-fronted 

Goose (Anser albifrons). This individual was found mingling with a flock of Canada Geese at the 

Desjardins Canal, Hamilton, Jan. 1, 2012. Photo by Chris Street. 

Support The Wood Duck 
We hope you like the look of the “new” Wood Duck – the journal of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. This is our 

“public face” – featuring exceptional articles on quality paper with many colour and black & white photographs 

from our legion of talented local photographers.  

The content of The Wood Duck is first-rate, and now the appearance will match the content. We hope that the 

new look will enhance Club member’s enjoyment of our journal and spark increased public interest in our Club 

and its nature conservation work.  

However, the improved journal quality requires additional funds.  

It will cost more to print The Wood Duck – money we will have to raise. 

 Therefore, we encourage you to strongly support this new vision for our journal, and give generously to the 

General Fund, the Club fund that pays for its publication.  

We’ve seen in the past that HNC members have generously donated funds to the Club, and we encourage you to 

earmark a portion of your annual donations to the General Fund to support The Wood Duck.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

The HNC Publications Committee 
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