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A 22 centimeter wide Cleoniceras Cleon Ammonite with mostly hollowed chambers. Cretaceous Albian Formation, Madagascar. 
September 2010 . Photo by Bob O’Donnell  

 

© Bob O’Donnell

I n  T h i s  I s s u e :
Where is a good place in Ontario to find fossils? But what are the rules? 
What have our volunteers been busy with at Amaolo Nature Sanctuary?

What birds did Hurricane Sandy bring to Hamilton? 
Why are students not in the classroom but on the Red Hill Valley Trail?

What strange behaviour do migrating birds display at Pelee Island?
What birds were observed in September and August, 2012?

and much more...
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The Aggregate Road Ahead:  Transportation & The Future 
Health of the Escarpment
by Gord McNulty

High demand for sand, stone and gravel in southern On-
tario and its impact on the Niagara Escarpment presents 
an environmental dilemma.  The problems of building 

more roads, condos, subdivisions, and promoting industrial 
growth while protecting the Escarpment’s  landscape and re-
sources have been compared to being between a rock and a hard 

place.   A presentation by the Coalition on the Niagara Escarp-
ment (CONE) at Whitehern Historic House and Garden on Sept. 
11, 2012, was an opportunity to examine this important issue. 

   CONE, established as the first non-governmental organiza-
tion looking at the well-being of the Escarpment, will mark its 

Take Me Outside Day 
by Juby Lee, Education Coordinator 

On October 25th, 2012, as part of “Take Me Outside 
Day”, also known as “Discover & Restore Nature”, the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club partnered with two classes 

from two schools, Lawfield Elementary and Lake Avenue, to 
explore the Red Hill Valley Trails.  The purpose of the HNC’s 
“Discover & Restore Nature” program is to get kids outdoors in 
nature to make them appreciate Hamilton’s wild spaces.

The day started with a heavy fog, so thick that when we were 
waiting for the students to arrive, we heard them before we could 
see them. We first met with the students in the classroom to talk 
about wildlife around Hamilton. We then led them on a field trip. 
Alongside our volunteers and parent-volunteers, we took the stu-
dents out on a scavenger hunt, asking them to keep their eyes 
open for birds, trees, and plants. 

One of the things that the students loved seeing was the salmon 
swimming upstream to spawn. Each salmon spotted yielded 
shrieks and yells of delight and the students kept running from 
one side of the bridge to the other - I think we could have been 
there for hours. We managed to line them up and continue. 

The fog lifted and the fall colours glowed. We continued on our 
way, identifying trees, birds and sharing stories. The students 
were having so much fun that they did not want to go back.

 In the spring of 2013, we’ll go back to their classes to grow native 
plants from seed after which the students will take care of the 
plants. In late spring, the students will go on another field trip to 
one of the HNC’s nature sanctuaries to transplant the seedlings.

The Take Me Outside Day was a great opportunity for the HNC 
to link with children from the community. I would like to thank 
our teachers, Michelle Vanwanrooy and Adela Campello for their 
hard work and enthusiasm. Both teachers are dedicated to pro-
viding their classes with enriching experiences, and while we had 
a really tight timeline to get the field trip arranged, they made it 
work. A thank-you also goes out to our volunteers and parent 
volunteers; we could not do this without them. Special thanks 
to our funders: the Hamilton Community Foundation, Ed Smee 
Environment Fund, and the J.P. Bickell Foundation.

Students on a Red Hill Valley Trail bridge. 
October 25, 2012. Photo by Jube Lee.
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35th anniversary in 2013.  The first presenter at the meeting was 
CONE Vice President, Monte Dennis, P. Eng., a graduate of the 
University of Waterloo and now a retired college professor.  He 
has extensive industrial design experience and has been engaged 
in politics and political activism for more than 40 years. 

The second presenter, Dave Heidebrecht, an independent con-
sultant, works with academic and non-profit organizations 
focused on global issues. He is a Master’s graduate of McMaster 
University’s Institute on Globalization and the Human Condi-
tion, where he studied global public policy, social movements, 
and the impact of corporate power on our daily lives. 

   Monte began by voicing concern about routes under study for 
the proposed Niagara to GTA Corridor --- including new high-
way alternatives from Highway 403 in Ancaster to Highway 407 
in north Burlington, or from 403 to Highway 401 --- and their 
potential consequences in terms of the Escarpment, the Green-
belt, farmland, and expropriation.  Planners, he said, readily 
promote “super highways” while overlooking environmentally 
friendly “super railways.” He noted aggregate extraction and 
highways are permitted in Ontario’s much-touted Greenbelt 
legislation.  The Stop the Escarpment Highway Coalition (repre-
senting 14 groups and 8,000 members) released a study in 2011 
that valued the ecosystem benefits of the Escarpment at nearly 
$912 million per year.  The study area encompassed a wide swath 
of more than 85,000 hectares predominately across Burlington 
and Flamborough.

   The Escarpment, a ridge of ancient dolostone that, in turn, 
covers layers of limestone, shale and sandstone, has long been 
vulnerable to quarry operations in close proximity to  the GTA. 
Monte said about 55 per cent of Escarpment aggregate is used for 
roads.  He added the citizens of resource-rich Ontario consume 
more aggregate per capita than anyone else in the world. A two-
lane highway requires 15,000 tonnes of aggregate per kilome-
tre while a six-lane asphalt freeway requires more than 48,000 
tonnes per kilometre.  A super rail corridor, in contrast, would 
not require high quality aggregate for its bed or surface.  This 
would result in 90 per cent less aggregate than a super highway 
and none of it would be limestone.  Railways take up much less 
space than highways. Monte said a double-stacked train carries 
the same cargo as 300 trucks.   Two rail tracks could carry the 
same number of people in a day as 16 lanes of highway. 

   Extraction is regulated by the Aggregate Resource Act, but 
Monte noted the act was tilted in favour of industrial uses in 
1996.  Inspection was reduced by 50 per cent, meaning that sites 
can be inspected only once every five years. Sites are rehabilitated 
at the rate of three to five per year. “There are literally hundreds 
of sites on the Escarpment alone, so they will never be rehabili-

tated,” Monte said. He was critical of operators who “walk away 
from them, fill them with water, take a picture and talk about 
the wonderful lake they have created.  That’s not rehabilitation.” 

  The highest and best use for limestone, Monte observed, is 
making cement or concrete.   “To use it for any other purpose, 
such as for a roadbed, is a waste of a natural resource.”  He added 
that limestone recycling should be increased. Ontario currently 
recycles only about 13 per cent while Europe is up to 25 per 
cent. Alternative sources for roadbeds, like slag from abandoned 
mines, should be used. 

   Saying that the cost of aggregate per ton is artificially low, 
Monte urged a higher price and encouraging uses of aggregate 
that are most suitable for a particular application.   

The highest and best use for limestone should always be prac-
tised. “To use virgin limestone for asphalt is the highest insult 
that you can direct towards this valuable resource.  You can 
make asphalt out of crushed toilets,” he said.

   The transportation ministry is now experimenting with “per-
petual pavement” for highway construction, a heavy-duty pave-
ment designed to last 50 years compared to about 30 years now.  
However, it is about 40 per cent thicker and requires even more 
aggregate.   In addition to prime agricultural land that is lost in 
Escarpment quarrying, another problem is that Ontario allows 
extraction below the water table, in contrast to Europe and in 
much of the United States.  “We must understand the world’s 
natural systems before we wear out our welcome with nature,” 
Monte said.

   For his part, Dave discussed the much-criticized proposal to 
create a massive limestone quarry in the Melancthon area, about 
120 kilometres north of Toronto.   The Highland Companies 
began acquiring land in 2006 with the stated aim of developing 
a potato growing operation.  In 2011, they applied to the Natural 
Resources ministry to extract more than 20,000 tonnes of aggre-
gate from the area annually.  The mega-quarry would have been 
on prime farmland, more than 900 hectares in size. At 73 metres 
deep, it would have been below the water table. 

   The mega-quarry would have been the second largest quarry 
in North America and the largest in Canada. It ran into strong 
opposition from area residents concerned about loud blasting, 
thick dust, a steady stream of big trucks and the impact on the 
area watershed. They organized an effective grassroots cam-
paign and convinced the government to order an environmental 
assessment.   In late November, citizens won a huge victory when 
Highland withdrew the proposal, acknowledging that it didn’t 
have “sufficient support from the community and government.”
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   Discussing planning alternatives, Monte said there is a need to 
make optimum use of existing underutilized rail corridors and 
examine ways to put passenger trains on freight railways.  Phe-
nomenal progress in rail transportation is being made around 
the world by companies such as Bombardier and Siemens, but 
not in Canada, which remains the only G7 country without 
high-speed rail. Monte called for a co-ordinated national trans-
port strategy, involving all three levels of government.  It would 
aim to create a balanced, sustainable transportation system that 
would optimize existing highways rather than building more.

   Monte suggested that factors like rising oil prices and climate 
change will increasingly make rail more attractive than high-
ways and should be better integrated into planning.  He noted 
that railways pay property tax on their corridors, while highways 
are paid by taxpayers.  Railways also pay the full cost of main-
tenance, while highway maintenance is paid by taxpayers. “We 
have to stop the unfair subsidizing of the trucking industry,” 
Monte said.  Canada, in his view, should own its rail infrastruc-
ture just as the provinces own highways.   

   Dave cited Copenhagen as a city as the best example of a city 
that has embraced public transit with bus lanes and designated 
bicycle lanes.  Copenhagen has lanes for cars, but also has a 
median in the middle of the road. The carrying capacity of the 
system is the same as multiple lanes for cars would be.  Thirty-
three per cent of commuters still drive cars, and they manage 
in a system where there are only a certain number of parking 
spaces.

   Is a European model possible in Canada?   Dave is impressed 
by Calgary’s light rail transit system.  It runs for 45 kilometres 
and carries more than 220,000 people per day into the city.  Cal-
gary made an early commitment to a more sustainable transit 
system and engaged citizens to get their opinions on how they 
would like their city to develop. 

Closer to home, Waterloo is proceeding with a light rail system 
to enhance public transit and promote more compact urban 
growth.  Construction will begin in 2014, with trains in service 
by 2017.  Officials have promoted a strong public communica-
tions strategy. 

  The need for, and value of, investment in sustainable trans-
portation was underlined by Monte.  He said economic stimu-
lus spending in the U.S. generates twice as many jobs per dollar 
when invested in public transit rather than roads.  Waterloo offi-
cials told Monte that property values are already increasing in 
Kitchener-Waterloo as developers are anxious to get close to the 
light rail route. 

    The presentation ended with a lively question-and-answer 
session and distribution of postcards urging Transportation 
Minister Bob Chiarelli to oppose a Niagara to GTA highway cut-
ting through the Escarpment. 

    Correction: In the Summary of the Minutes of the Sept. 27, 
2012 HNC Board meeting, under the Niagara to  GTA Corridor, 
the meeting was held by the Coalition on the Niagara Escarp-
ment, not the Niagara Escarpment Commission.

Hurricane Sandy Sends Pelagic Birds to Hamilton 
by Bob Curry 

At the end of October this year, one of the largest, most 
damaging tropical Atlantic storms on record moved 
up the Eastern Seaboard of the United States. The 

path and freakish size of Hurricane Sandy aka Frankenstorm 
(as it hit just before Halloween) indicated that it might move 
inland from the coast and across parts of southern Ontario. 

The focus of the general public and government agencies in 
such events is, rightly so, on minimizing deaths, injuries, and 
damage to homes, businesses and public infrastructures. Bird-
watchers, though, view such events through different glasses, as 
hopes are high that birds from the ocean and coastal areas will 
be blown inland. We were not disappointed. 

The Storm

Most of the following background was obtained from Wikipe-
dia (2012). Sandy was the 18th named storm and 10th hurricane 
of the 2012 Atlantic hurricane season. As hurricanes go, this was 
not a particularly intense storm, only category 2 at peak intensity 
and category 1 off the coast of the northeastern US. However, 
it was the largest hurricane on record as measured by diameter 
with high winds spanning 1,800 km. 

Sandy developed from a tropical wave in the western Carib-
bean Sea, south of Jamaica on October 22. Following a winding 
path across several Caribbean islands, it then moved northward 
off the East Coast until, blocked by high pressure over eastern 
Canada, it moved ashore near Atlantic City, NJ near midnight 
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on October 29 (see map). 

Such was the extent of Sandy that, even before the first hours of 
October 30, its outer reaches produced strong northerly winds at 
the Burlington Piers. From late October 29 until about 1100hrs 
on October 30, winds were NNW at sustained speeds between 
35 and 65 km/h (2012). Gusts, particularly before dawn, were 

much stronger. After noon on October 30, winds in Hamilton 
quickly dissipated and were moderate and NE. The storm had 
waned and moved on to the ENE. 

The Birds

By 0800hrs about 30 eager birders were stationed at Van 
Wagners Beach, about evenly distributed between Hutch’s 
Restaurant and Lakeland Tower. All were dressed in layers 
of warm clothing and waterproof outerwear. Most stayed all 
day with brief, reluctant trips to cars and washrooms for the 
necessaries. Actually, conditions were excellent for a “sea watch” 
with only a few periods of rain and we had all experienced 
stronger winds here.  It looked good right from the start as small 
parties of Black-legged Kittiwakes (see photo below) and a few 
jaegers moved across the wind mostly from east to west. Several 
flocks of Brant moved eastward a bit further out in the lake. But 
we were after bigger prizes! Hope tempered with dashes of envy 
rose when we heard via posts to listservs that a Leach’s Storm-
Petrel had been seen off Thickson’s Woods east of Toronto. 
Another one had been seen flying west off Fort Niagara, NY at 
the mouth of the Niagara River. 

For the moment, we were enjoying large numbers of scoters, 
loons, and gulls in addition to great views of such rarely encoun-
tered sights as two full adult Pomarine Jaegers with long twisted 
central tail feathers. Then at about 1145hrs a phone call from the 
group at Hutch’s, 300 metres east down the beach, told those of 
us at Lakeland that a Leach’s Storm-Petrel was headed our way. 
Sure enough, seconds later the Leach’s came into view. It was 
only in our sights for a minute or so as it flew strongly across the 
wind and through the waves’ troughs as it headed west. What 
elation! A life Ontario bird for everyone! We wondered if this 
could be the same bird that had passed Fort Niagara an hour and 
a half earlier. 

Black-legged Kittiwakes. Oct. 29, 2012. At Hutch’s Restaurant along Van Wagners Beach, Hamilton. Photo by Brandon Holden.

Route of Hurricane Sandy, from its formation as a tropical depression in 
the southern Caribbean to its landfall as a Category 1 hurricane in New 

Jersey. From WeatherUnderground.
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We were still basking in the warm glow of a mega-rarity when 
about 20 minutes later another call came from Hutch’s that a 
second storm-petrel was headed our way. Sure enough there it 
was. But this was a smaller, shorter-winged bird with much more 
contrast between black and white areas than the longer-winged 
ashy Leach’s Storm-Petrel. It was a Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, 
another mega-rarity. It fluttered and pattered, dropping its long 
legs to the water in a manner quite different from the Leach’s. 

Soon after two other storm-petrels were seen. The first one was 
observed by one birder who had a brief glimpse of it quite a bit 
farther out than the two birds that were seen close-by. No one 
else got on it. The other storm-petrel was sighted by a few birders, 
again much further out than the first two. Neither of these latter 
two storm-petrels could be identified to species.

On a personal note, these were two new Ontario and Hamilton 
birds for me on the same day. How many years had passed since 
that had happened to me? After noon, the wind dropped, as did 
the numbers of flying birds. 

Really, that was it for hurricane birds at Hamilton – a few hours 
of wonderful lake birding and one tremendously exciting hour 
with two mega-rarities carried on the storm from the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Barbara Charlton (2012) summarized the day in a post to Ont-
birds (altered slightly to fit this article): 

Today was, very simply, an unprecedented day of birding 
at Van Wagners Beach in Hamilton! The 30 or so bird-
ers who spent approximately 10 hours at Van Wagners 
Beach today felt an Ontbirds post, in summary of such 
an outstanding day, was warranted. Here are the high-
lights: 75 Snow Geese (a single large flock) 281 Brant (sev-
eral large flocks as well as a few smaller flocks) All three 
scoter species 12 Red-throated Loons 37 Common Loons 
1 Wilson’s Storm-Petrel (spotted by Rob Dobos) 1 Leach’s 
Storm-Petrel (spotted by Dave Don. Photographed by 
Brandon Holden and David Bell), 2 storm-petrel sp. (not 
identifiable to species) 2 Purple Sandpipers (flying by) 88 
Black-legged Kittiwakes ( flocks of 5-8 all morning,18 in 
view at one time, 2 adults) 16 Bonaparte’s Gulls 5 Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls 1 Glaucous Gull 40 Great Black-
backed Gulls 6 Pomarine Jaegers 7 Parasitic Jaegers 1 
Long-tailed Jaeger 2 Peregrine Falcons 21 Jaeger sp. (dis-
tant and unidentifiable) All in all, an absolutely amazing 
day of birding in the Hamilton Study Area that none of us 
will soon forget! 

Cheers, Barb Charlton 

The kittiwake total is a new Hamilton high (previously had 
been 57, seen on November 5, 1983). But, of course, the stars that 
stole the show were the two storm-petrels. The Leach’s Storm-
Petrel was a new bird for the HSA and one of only a very few for 
Ontario. The Wilson’s Storm-Petrel was the second for Hamil-
ton. On September 22, 2003, three days after Hurricane Isabel 
passed through southern Ontario, Dan Salisbury and Alan 
Wormington observed a Wilson’s Storm-Petrel off Van Wagners 
Beach. Five days later it or another was found dead on the same 
beach (Curry 2006). 

In fact, probably all the storm-petrels and other truly pelagic 
birds that reach the Great Lakes die here. They are exhausted 
when they get here, have not eaten for perhaps days and cannot 
find the plant and animal food on which they rely. They either 
starve to death or are eaten by gulls or other predators. On the 
other hand, the jaegers and kittiwakes rather quickly re-orien-
tate and head eastward to the coast. 

Other Recent Hurricanes in Hamilton

As just mentioned Hurricane Isabel in 2003 brought one pelagic 
species to the west end of Lake Ontario at Hamilton. Hurricane 
Fran, which struck southern Ontario in September 1996, brought 
with it many more pelagic birds to the province (Curry 1996). At 
Hamilton these included one or more Black-capped Petrels and 
three Laughing Gulls. 

Reflections and Context

Of all the hurricanes that move up the Eastern Seaboard only 
very few veer inland towards the Great Lakes. Then the major-
ity of these “inland” tropical storms are pushed northeastwards 
before they reach Ontario by the prevailing west to east upper 
wind belts. The result is that pelagic rarities occur tantalizingly 
close to us in New York State and Pennsylvania but don’t quite 
reach us. 

Sandy was different from previous storms in several ways: 

1. It was huge in extent and thus could push birds over a broad 
front. 

2. Unlike the other storms, it did not have a well-formed eye. In 
these previous cases birds were entrained in the relatively calm 
winds of the eye until those that reached the Great 

Lakes dropped down to the water. Instead, Sandy pushed the 
birds ahead of it. 

3. It occurred much later in the season, which may explain the 
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lack of Black-capped Petrels. The infamous Hurricane Hazel in 
1954 also occurred in Ontario but it is surprising that it seems 
not to have brought with it any ocean wanderers. 

As Barb said, this will go down as one of the greatest days ever 
of birding at Hamilton. 
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An Introduction to Fossils 
by Louise Unitt

On November 12, attendees of the HNC general meeting 
enjoyed a visit from Bob O’Donnell, a.k.a. The Fossil 
Guy. It’s a most appropriate moniker, given Bob’s 

experience, knowledge and passion for fossils. A fossil hobbyist 
for the past 30 years, he began collecting fossils as a boy in 
London, Ontario, and for the past 19 years has been mounting 
exhibits and presenting to groups. Libraries, schools and 
museums welcome him back year after year, as do naturalist 
clubs, day camps and conservation areas. Bob sat on the London 
Gem and Mineral Society’s executive board for over seven years 
and is a member of Fossil Forum, an internet discussion site. His 
purpose for the evening was to introduce us to the intriguing 
world of fossils.

Fossils are the preserved remains or traces of organisms 
(plant or animal) from the remote past. Their name is taken 
from “fossus,” a Latin word for “having been dug up.” Mineral 

replacement, one of the processes by which fossils are formed, 
is thought to begin when an organism’s remains sink to the sea 
floor where they become buried in sediment. The body’s soft 
inner parts soon decompose, leaving only the skeleton. Under 
pressure, sediment hardens around the skeleton, which ground 
water eventually dissolves. Water then seeps into the result-
ing cavity, depositing minerals that replace the skeleton while 
retaining its shape. Although all original material and internal 
features are lost, the animal’s structure is maintained. 

Not all fossils preserve the original organism or its replica. 
Fossils such as footprints, burrows, or coprolites (fossilized 
dung) only record evidence that a plant or animal existed; plant 
fossils often take the form of impressions of leaves and branches.

Another way in which fossils are made is simple burial, which 
occurs when a hard substance such as bone, teeth or tusk is 
covered with mud, sand or soil. Although fossils can consist 
of any formerly living thing, animal fossils are the kind most 
commonly found, since bones and teeth are more durable than 
other materials.

Bob O’Donnell’s display at the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club meeting.  
November 12, 2012. Photo by Seth van Barneveld.

Petrified wood on display during the November Monthly Meeting. 
Photo by Seth van Barneveld.
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Southern Ontario is rich in fossils, and Bob had several 
recommendations for fossil hunters. One of the most productive 
spots is the Hungry Hollow formation in the village of Arkona, 
on the Ausable River. Corals and gastropods can be found there 
along with trilobites, extinct marine arthropods of the Paleozoic 
era (estimated to be between 542 and 251 million years ago). 
One of Hungry Hollow’s many rare fossils was a 28-armed 
starfish. Fossil names sometimes refer to their discoverer, their 
appearance or their provenance, as in the case of Mucrospirifer 
arkonensis, a marine invertebrate discovered in Arkona. 

Also situated on the Ausable River is the Rock Glen Conservation 
Area, just two kilometres northeast of Arkona. Rock Glen is well 
known for its fossils from the Devonian period (believed to be 
from 345-395 million years B.C.). Fossilized fish, corals and 
other marine animals and plants offer proof that the area was 
once a tropical sea.  

Visitors to Rock Glen are not permitted to remove more than 
one specimen of each type of fossil. Kettle Point, located on Lake 
Huron south of Grand Bend, also imposes restrictions on fossil 
removal. Kettle Point is known for its concretions—natural rock 
formations that are also referred to as kettles. A rich source of 
fossils, concretions can measure up to half a metre.

Authorities do their best to protect the fossils in parks across 
Canada. Without a research permit, they cannot be taken from 
Burgess Shale, a fossil field in the B.C. Rockies. Permission 
is required to transport Alberta’s fossils out of province. It 
is illegal to remove fossils from Nova Scotia’s Joggins Fossil 
Cliffs, designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2008. 

Also recognized as a World Heritage Site is Quebec’s Miguasha 
National Park, renowned for its fossil-rich cliffs. Although its 
fossils are protected, thieves have been known to plunder them 
by night and sell them on eBay for $2,500 and up.

Fossil theft is also a problem in the U.S., where fines can be 
sizable. In Oregon, a thief was slapped with a $4,500 fine. It’s 
estimated that twelve tons of petrified wood are stolen each year 
from Arizona’s petrified forest. Wood becomes fossilized when 
it is replaced by minerals. The majority of petrified forests are 
linked to volcanic activity, usually from burial beneath ash. 
Among the many petrified wood products on the market are 
sinks, flooring and jewelry. Tables made of petrified wood can 
run as high as $20,000.

Some unfortunate animals became fossilized when they got 
stuck in asphalt or tar pits. California’s La Brea tar pits have been 
a rich source of fossils. The skeletons of sabre-toothed tigers, 
brown sloths and other animals have been retrieved from beneath 
the tar. Beetles have also been found trapped and fossilized in tar 
pits, as have carbonized leaves and other fossilized vegetation. 

Bob noted that a heap of rocks on a farm lot is often a good 
source of fossils, but advised us to always obtain the owner’s 
permission before scouting for fossils on private land. Collectors 
can sell their finds at fossil trade shows such as the Greater 
Detroit Gem, Mineral, Fossil & Jewelry Show, a good source for 
large ammonites.  Ammonites are the coiled, flat, chambered 
fossil shells of an extinct cephalopod mollusc that was abundant 
in the Cretaceous period (thought to be between 65.5 and 145.5 
million years ago). An ammonite can fetch $8,000 and upwards. 
Attending fossil show auctions is an inexpensive way for a 
novice collector to begin acquiring specimens. If there are few 
competing bids, it’s possible to win a fossil fish for as little as 25 
cents.

Dinosaur coprolite or dino-dung weighing over 8 kg.. Morrison Formation, 
Utah. Sept. 2010. Photo by Bob O’Donnell.

Some of the Ammonites in Bob O’Donnel’s collection. 
Photo by Herman van Barneveld



The Wood Duck - January, 2013 Page 107

Not all items for sale at fossil shows are authentic, and Bob 
cautioned novice fossil enthusiasts against being taken in by 
pseudofossils or outright fakes. Pseudofossils are rocks whose 
naturally occurring shapes or markings resemble fossils but are 
the result of weathering or mineral seepage. To illustrate the 
point, Bob showed a photo of what appeared to be a fossilized 
bird’s head incised on a rock, complete with neck, beak, and even 
an eye! The illusion had been created by mineral growth on the 
rock surface. It’s important to bear in mind that only the hardest 
parts of an organism, such as bones or teeth, are likely to become 
fossilized, whereas soft tissue is seldom preserved. Knowing this 
can help a would-be buyer avoid costly mistakes. 

While a pseudofossil’s mimicry of a fossil happens purely by 
chance, unscrupulous dealers take an active role by selling fakes 
of their own construction. For example, the spines of fake spiny 
trilobites are sometimes fabricated from putty and resin. Caution 
is strongly advised when it comes to shopping for trilobites, on 
account of the many fake trilobites now on the market. A brief 
video exposed deceptive techniques used by the Moroccans who 
assemble fake fossils. They copied the appearance of trilobites 
by cutting into rock and inserting plastic parts. The business is 
very profitable, as these fakes sell for $10,000. Bob estimates that 
roughly 90% of Moroccan ‘fossils’ sold at shows are fakes. 

Because eggshells are usually too thin to survive, buyers should 
be suspicious of fossilized eggs for sale. Dinosaur eggs stand the 
best chance of being authentic, since their shells are often more 
than half a centimetre thick. Even so, Chinese dinosaur eggs 
offered on eBay are often made of concrete and resin. Fake amber 
is also regularly sold on ebay. 

Fossils are a rich source of knowledge about the past. Through 
the application of acid, for example, it’s possible to wash away the 
matrix (solid matter) in which a fish is embedded so as to examine 
its last meal. Examined under a microscope, a coprolite can also 
shed light on an animal’s diet. Yet despite their ancient origins, 
fossils play a crucial role in our lives. The expression “fossil fuel” 
reflects the source of the oil we pump and depend upon today. We 
are also connected to ancient times by “living fossils”--species 
thought to be long extinct that have been discovered alive and 
well today. A video clip testified to the present-day survival of 
crinoids, a type of marine invertebrate. Legs waving vigorously, 
this Dancing Crinoid lived up to its name. 

Capping Bob’s presentation was an impressive array of fossils 
from his personal collection. The display he set up in the 
lobby was an opportunity to examine a sampling of the many 
rare fossils he has collected from all over the world. Five long 
tables brimmed with fossils of all shapes and sizes. While some 

collectors specialize in certain kinds of fossils such as plants or 
dinosaurs, Bob’s collection transcends categories, as befits his 
interest in all things fossil. Mammals, fish, reptiles, and plants 
were all represented in this marvellously varied exhibit. The 
inclusion of the occasional fake fossil allowed us to see just how 
realistic they can be. 

A Thairris Fossil Fish from Bob’s collection was discovered in 
the Santana Formation of northeastern Brazil and believed to 
date back to the Lower Cretaceous period (110 million years ago). 
The fossil is divided in two, one half containing the fossil itself, 
the other half bearing its imprint.

Also on display were the eggs of a hadrosaur, a type of dinosaur. 
A dinosaur coprolite in the collection consisted of over eight 
kilograms of Cretaceous period feces from Utah’s Morrison 
Formation. Also from the Cretaceous period was a particularly 
eye-catching item—a sliced and polished 22-centimetre 
ammonite taken from Madagascar’s Albian Formation. The 
beautiful interior chambers of this Cleoniceras cleon ammonite 
are mostly hollowed. Like many other trilobites, Phacops rana, 
a trilobite with large, bulging eyes, used to escape predators by 
burrowing into the sea bed, sometimes ending up entombed in 
layers of sediment.

Animals can be preserved through natural mummification, 
which occurs under extremely cold and dry conditions. In recent 
years, Woolly Mammoths have been discovered in permafrost 
tundra. The grinding surface was clearly visible on the tooth of 
a Woolly mammoth that lived during North America’s most 
recent ice age.  A mummified snake was also on display.

A rock with an attractive shrubbery-like pattern provided 
a fine example of a pseudofossil. The dendritic (treelike) effect 
was etched by minerals precipitated from rainfall, which incised 
black lines along a fracture in the rock. In contrast, the fossil 
of a sequoia leaf was authentic, having originated in Penticton, 
B.C. during the Eocene epoch (believed to be between 34 and 56 
million years ago). 

Also from the Eocene epoch were shark teeth from phosphate 
deposits near Khouribga, Morocco. Not only did Bob put them 
on display, but he kindly offered samples free to any and all 
interested parties. He graciously allowed us to handle all items 
to our heart’s content, asking only that we not pick them up. 
Bob’s website, www.freewebs.com/thefossilguy/, features a wide 
selection of fossils from trade shows, fossil parks and his own 
collection. Much appreciated by all in attendance, Bob’s exhibits 
were the highlight of a fascinating and informative evening. 
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D A T E S  T O  R E M E M B E R  -  J A N U A R Y ,  2 0 1 3

Every Sunday (including holiday weekends), 2-3:30 pm.   GET BACK TO NATURE HIKES at RBG. Free (donations welcome). NOTE: Our trails 
are rocky and muddy. Baby carriers work well, most trails are not suitable for strollers, except those designed for off-sidewalk use. Dress for 
the weather and meet your leader at the following locations. In the event of inclement weather, call our Program Update Line at 905-527-
1158, ext. 404; cancellation messages are posted by 1 pm.   Hike rotation is as follows: 
1st Sunday of every month: Hendrie Valley; meet at Cherry Hill Gate.    2nd: Princess Point; meet at the parking lot;    3rd: Cootes North 
Shore; meet at the Nature Centre;    4th: Cootes South Shore; meet at the Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton;    5th: Rock Cha-
pel; meet at the parking lot

Alternating Tuesdays, 1 - 3 pm. (unless otherwise noted) HOME-SCHOOLERS AFTERNOONS: ages 4-12, and 13-17. Fee: $7.50. Please see 
www.rbg.ca for schedule and to pre-register, or call 905-527-1158 ext 270.

Sunday, January 13, 2013, 2 – 3 pm.    TROPICAL GARDENS OF THAILAND. Rare and beautiful tropical plant species thrive in the humid land-
scape of Thailand. The result of the creative use of garden designs is breathtaking, and will stimulate you to use them in outdoor or indoor 
garden settings. RBG Main Centre, 680 Plains Road West.

Jan 14, 2013, 7:30 pm. MONTHLY MEETING. KARSTS AND BREATHING WELLS. The speaker is Candace Freckelton, MSc in Geochemistry and 
a BSc in Geology from Western University. She has recently accepted a full time position as a Surficial Geochemist for the Ontario Geological 
Survey. The subject of her MSc research was the physical and geochemical characterization of south western Ontario’s breathing well zone. 
Royal Botanical Gardens, Main Center, 680 Plains Road West, Burlington.

Jan 21, 2013, 7:30 pm. BIRD STUDY GROUP MEETING. The speaker this evening is Josh Vandermeulen who will be talking about his Big Year; 
a record setter for Ontario! Burlington Senior’s Centre, Auditorium B, 2285 New Street, Burlington. 

Jan 26, 2013, 1:30 pm, IDENTIFYING WILDFLOWER REMAINS IN WINTER. A remarkable number of wildflowers can still be identified at this 
time of year. Meet Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothe at the RBG Arboretum. Call Dean and Fleur-Ange for further details at (519) 647-
2371.

January 26, 7-9 p.m., ANIMALS AT NIGHT. Explore the forest at night and learn about animals that sleep all day and are awake all night! Fee: 
$12 (family rate $30). RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road.

Jan 26 – April 7, 2013. DINOSAURS: BATTLE OF THE TITANS. Very exciting interactive display at the RBG. Check out the website: www.rbg.ca/
dinos 

Sunday, January 27, 2013.  2 -3 p.m. GARDENS OF ALASKA - Gardening in the True North.  Alaska’s climate and geographical diversity creates 
challenges for gardening, but many have taken that challenge. Explore beautiful gardens with Delphinium, Ligularia, Asiatic lilies, and more.  
RBG Main Centre, 680 Plains Road  West.

Jan 31 to Feb 3 2013, ORGANIC CONFERENCE (Guelph). The largest organic marketing event of the year in Canada, the Guelph Organic Confer-
ence is a wonderful winter outing for those wishing to connect with organic goods and to obtain information on organic growing products. 
Entrance to this event is free, but workshops must be registered ahead of time, with a fee. Located at the Guelph University Center, for more 
information see guelphorganicconf.ca or mikedriscoll.net

D A T E S  T O  R E M E M B E R  -  F E B R U A R Y ,  2 0 1 3

Feb 9, 2013, 11:00 am, WINTER HAWKS AND OWLS HIKE. Ken and Angie have led very successful excursions in Haldimand County. The list of 
birds sighted are Bald Eagle, Rough-legged and Red-tailed Hawks, American Kestrel, Snowy Owl, White-winged Crossbills, Pine Siskins and 
Snow Buntings as well as flocks of Wild Turkeys. Bring a lunch and meet at Tim Horton’s in Hagersville. This outing will go all afternoon. In the 
event of stormy weather it will be postponed to Sunday, February 10th. For information contact leader Ken or Angie Williams 905-870-8584 
or kenang@bell.net 

Feb 12, 2013, 7:30 pm. MONTHLY MEETING: 20 YEARS IN RESTORATION ECOLOGY with Mary E. Gartshore. This richly-illustrated, non-
technical presentation will explore a suite of ecological restoration projects spanning 20 years and show how biodiversity is conserved and 
enhanced over time. Mary will share the interesting and wonderful surprises discovered along the way.
Mary grew up on the family farm in the Dundas Valley near Hamilton. After taking an Hons. Zoology degree from University of Guelph in 
1973 Mary lived in Africa for a few years, teaching and carrying out biological surveys in parks and protected areas. She did similar work 
after returning to Canada and in 1990, with partner Peter Carson, opened Pterophylla, a native plant nursery and restoration business. Cur-
rently Mary is part owner and manager of St. Williams Nursery and Ecology Centre (SWNEC) a facility that evolved out of Canada’s oldest 
tree nursery, the St. Williams Forestry Station. Royal Botanical Gardens, Main Center, 680 Plains Road West, Burlington.

Feb 25, 2013, 7:30 pm. BIRD STUDY GROUP MEETING. The speaker this evening is Brandon Holden and the talk is simply titled: Superstorm 
Sandy. Burlington Senior’s Centre, Auditorium B, 2285 New Street, Burlington. 
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HNC’s Adventure Deck Installed at Amaolo 
by Gerten Basom

After skies cleared one weekend this past November, 
some enthusiastic volunteers were provided with the 
opportunity to begin building the Adventure Deck 

on the Amaolo Nature Sanctuary. A considerable drought this 
summer had left the ponds empty, providing an opportuni-
ty to install pilings in the area where the deck was to be situ-
ated. A few weekends of solid rain thereafter brought water 
levels back up and with that came a window of opportunity 
one cool and damp November weekend morning for several 
volunteers to come together and begin to build the deck and 
tear down an existing but deteriorating bridge on the property. 

Work crews arrived early, and thanks to the organization of a 
few dedicated regulars, all materials, power tools and generator 
were in place to begin the job. In short time, the old bridge was 
torn down, the initial base for the new deck was in place, and a hot 
lunch was graciously provided.  By late afternoon the first major 
portion of the deck was in place and the group had finished what 
they had set out to accomplish. This coming spring, volunteers 
will resume the work and build stairs leading down to the deck 
and put up guard rails to complete the structure. Stay tuned for 
opportunities to come out and help with the fun in completing 
the education deck in the new year. 

The purpose of the deck is to provide the HNC’s education 
program at the Amaolo Nature Sanctuary with an opportunity 
for approximately 200 school children from the urban core to 
participate in nature programs. For the Amaolo Sanctuary, the 
students grow native plants from seed in their classroom and 
then visit the property on a class trip to plant the seedlings at 
the field being restored to grasslands. Following this they explore 
the rest of the sanctuary, catching insects and dip netting in the 
ponds to look for aquatic insects. The Adventure Deck provides 
greater safety for the students as they become absorbed in their 
surroundings.

In addition to the deck, several bird boxes were donated to add 
to the direct contact the students will have with nesting birds 
on the property. A Wood Duck box was built and installed near 
the deck, where students can monitor the nesting habits of not 
only the intended Wood Ducks, but other birds that may utilize 
the box as well. Over the winter months, Common Screech Owls 
use the box to store their cache of mice and other found foods, 
whereas in the spring, the box is often doubled up for use by 
Hooded Mergansers in competition with the Wood Ducks. 

A Wood Duck box can hatch out as many as upward to 30 eggs, 
whereas in  their normal habitat they may produce only 3-4 
hatchings. Students can participate in counting and documenting 
the output of what one box can provide in repopulating what 
was once a species close to the brink of extirpation. Other birds 
utilize the box as well once the Wood Duck/Hooded Merganser 
nesting season is over. Great Crested Flycatchers take over as 
well as Tree Swallows, House Wrens, American Kestrels and 
even the Eastern Screech Owl and the Northern Saw-Whet Owl. 
Two Eastern Bluebird boxes were donated, as well.  Volunteers 
are always welcome to help with the education program and 
if anyone is interested they can contact Jen Baker at land@
hamiltonnature.org or call (905) 524-3339. 

The Observation Deck in Progress. Photo by Jacques Paiement.  

The Observation Deck will provide all kinds of opportunities to learn more 
about animals and plants in ponds. Photo by Jen Baker. 

Alfie Stanevicius installing one of the Wood Duck nest boxes that he built 
at Amaolo Nature Sanctuary. Photo by Jen Baker.
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B i r d  S t u d y  G r o u p  M e e t i n g  –  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 2

Reverse Migration at Pelee Island and Point Pelee
By Michael Rowlands

The November meeting of the Bird Study Group (BSG) 
was held early, on November 5th, as the Seniors’ Centre 
was closed for the Remembrance Day holiday, which 

would have been our normal meeting date. Emcee Cheryl 
Edgecombe first introduced Peter Scholtens who appealed to 
the group to consider donating used binoculars to Rick Ludkin 
at Ruthven as he will be going to Kenya on January 18 for a 
month to set up a birding education program for about 500 
kids. Cash donations would also be welcome as they would be 
used to buy field guides of the birds of Kenya for the classes.

Our guest speaker was Ken Burrell, a member of the Ontario 
Bird Records Committee, who is a part-time terrestrial/wetland 
biologist with Natural Resource Solutions Inc. in Waterloo and a 
2013 master’s candidate in the University of Waterloo’s Environ-
ment and Resource Studies program. Ken came to tell us about 
his master’s project – the study over the last three years of reverse 
avian migration at Fish Point on Pelee Island, which is located 
about 10 km from Point Pelee. It may be reached by a 90-minute 
ferry ride (in season) or a short flight from Leamington.

Ken started with a primer on migration: birds migrate north 
in spring to find better sources of food that allow them to repro-
duce at higher rates than in their wintering grounds; they return 
to the south when food supplies in their breeding territories dry 
up and temperatures drop. The costs of migrations can be high, 
though – there can be up to 50% mortality in some species due 
to the stresses of long-distance flights. A high level of energy is 
required to sustain long flights. Weather, especially wind speed 
and direction, can also be a big factor. Finally, geographic fea-
tures such as large lakes can act as a physical barrier to songbird 
migration. This is particularly relevant in the western end of Lake 
Erie, where many birds use Pelee Island as a migratory stepping 
stone en route to Point Pelee, Rondeau and points north.

Reverse migration (RM) is a puzzling daytime reversal of the 
flight direction of a flock of migrating birds and may be a reori-
entation flight in which the birds decide whether they have flown 
too far north in spring or too far south in fall. From Pelee Island, 
springtime birds may be seen flying back toward Sandusky, 
Ohio where they may change direction again before continuing 
their northern migration. There are numerous research studies 
of fall RM in the Canadian Maritimes and in Scandinavia but 
very little has been published on spring RM. Ken explained he 
was only able to find two papers, the last one written in 1951, so 
it’s an area ripe for further study.

Such research might shed more light on why populations of neo-
tropical migrants have continued to decline in the last 50 years, 
even after one of the major causes of their decline – pesticide use 
in their breeding territories as Rachel Carson’s landmark book 
Silent Spring revealed – has been curtailed. Ken’s interest in RM 
was piqued by a personal experience on May 9, 2002 when he, his 
dad and brother witnessed an extremely large RM at Point Pelee 
in which about 10,000 birds flew south from the Tip! In May 
2009, during a camping trip to Pelee Island, well-known birding 
author Richard Pope suggested RM would be a good topic for 
Ken’s master’s thesis, so he accepted the advice.

His master’s thesis is concerned with: the effects of weather 
(temperature, wind direction, barometric pressure, cloud cover, 
and humidity) on the numbers of birds participating in RM, 
the species that participate in RM, differences between RMs 
observed at Pelee Island and Point Pelee, and nocturnal versus 
diurnal RMs. Climate change is critically important to bird 
migration because it affects arrival dates. If there is insufficient 
food available when birds arrive, it could be catastrophic for 
some species.

Ken enthused about his opportunity to do his fieldwork at Pelee 
Island because the area is regarded as an Important Bird Area 
and Pelee Island is on two major flyways – the Mississippi and 
Atlantic. The Pelee Island Bird Observatory (PIBO), founded 
only in 2003, is a member of the Canadian Migration Monitor-
ing Network and has a mandate to do long-term research on bird 
migration and the area’s breeding bird communities, act as an 
educational centre, and highlight the importance of the Island’s 
unique natural heritage. (Pelee Island is home to the Lake Erie 
Water Snake, Blue Racer, Fox Squirrel, Gray Fox and other 
unique species.) PIBO hosts an annual fundraising SpringSong 
birding festival and a one-day bird-counting competition for the 
Botham Cup.

For Ken the challenge in monitoring RM is to correctly identify 
all the possible birds that may be seen on the Island – over 300 
species have been recorded there so far. The reward is getting to 
see many species of birds, including rarities such as Dickcissel, 
Summer Tanager, Prothonotary Warbler, Yellow-headed Black-
bird, Lark Sparrow, Blue Grosbeak, and Kirtland’s Warbler.

So far his research has shown that a southerly wind direction 
and higher temperatures are statistically significant as the major 
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predictors of RM, while low barometric pressure and wind speed 
are merely near-significant or secondary predictors. The families 
of birds most likely to be seen participating in RM in his 2010 
data (in descending order by numbers) were blackbirds, war-
blers, finches, corvids, cardinalids, flycatchers, and sparrows. He 
was surprised that he saw no thrushes in RM (although 500 were 
seen on the Island at the time of the study counts) and fewer 
than expected flycatchers, vireos, Summer Tanagers and Ameri-
can Pipits.

Throughout his presentation, Ken challenged us in the audience 
to identify the species of birds in the various slides he was show-
ing, many of them photographs taken by the BSG’s own Brandon 
Holden – also a member of the Ontario Bird Records Commit-
tee. The difficulty in identifying these birds, even with a still pic-
ture, made us realize how difficult it must be to identify these 
birds on the wing, especially when they may only be seen for a 
fleeting moment. Ken’s research is bound to increase our under-
standing of this aspect of bird migration and may help define the 
conditions when RM is most likely to take place. Cheryl thanked 
Ken on behalf of the birders present for his interesting presenta-

tion and wished him well in completing his thesis.

After the break, Cheryl treated us to a picture show of some of 
the spectacular sightings that took place in the Hamilton Study 
Area at the end of October as a result of Hurricane Sandy pushing 
a number of Atlantic birds far inland from their regular ocean 
territory. For birders gathered at Van Wagners Beach in the cold 
and wind at Lakeland and Hutch’s on October 30th, there were 
some phenomenal sightings: Black-legged Kittiwakes (a record 
88 were seen when normally we might see 4-5 in a year!), Leach’s 
Storm-Petrel (a first for the HSA!), Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, and all 
three jaegers. It was an epic event! Cheryl asked people to be on 
the lookout for dead birds on the shore of Lake Ontario as these 
salt-water species cannot survive long on freshwater lakes.

Since the Hamilton Fall Bird Count had taken place the day 
before our meeting, Cheryl also gave a quick recap of the Count 
highlights. (See Wood Duck Vol. 66, Number 4, page 78) The 
usual sightings report, headed by Frank Morley, concluded an 
auspicious evening for the BSG!

Black-crowned Night-Heron
Barry Armstrong 

provided us with the two 
close-ups of an adult 
(left) and immature 

(below) Black-crowned 
Night-Heron. The photo 
of the heron stretching 

its wings (right) was 
taken by 

Robert Murray. It’s 
great to have these 

beautiful birds hanging 
around Hamilton, for 

provincially they are rare 
to uncommon.
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Summary of Nov. 8, 2012 Minutes HNC Board Meeting
By Joyce Litster

Website Renewal
Peter Scholtens is looking into the cost and feasibility of using Wordpress for our website.  Wordpress would allow us to update the 

site ourselves, which would be faster and easier than our current system.

Niagara to GTA Corridor
Approximately 500 people attended the most recent meeting in Burlington.  The City of Burlington is still waiting to hear from the 

province, but things may be on hold because the government was prorogued.

Enbridge Pipeline in Flamborough
 The Club sent a letter of concern regarding the shipping of bitumen through the Number 9 Pipeline in Flamborough to the City 

of Hamilton’s General Issues Committee.  The letter was well-received at the Committee’s meeting.  We thought that Enbridge was 
going to attend the meeting, but they did not.  We understand they have now applied to the National Energy Board for approval to 
send western bitumen through the pipeline.

La Salle Marina Wave Break
La Salle Marina wants to expand their slip capacity.  To do this, they would have to construct a wave break.  There has been some 

concern expressed regarding the effect of the wave break on the wintering Trumpter Swans.  There is also some suggestion that the 
wave break would result in increased fish and wildlife habitat.  President Michael Fischer will look into this and report to the Board.

Rick Ludkin’s Kenya Project
Rick Ludkin, chief bird bander at Ruthven Park, is undertaking a project in S.W. Kenya to introduce children there to birds and 

nature.  He has requested some support from the Naturalists’ Club in the form of donated binoculars or money to purchase binocu-
lars and copies of  The Birds of Kenya from Harvard Press.  The Board decided to donate $300 to Rick’s project  and request that he 
tell HNC members about his efforts in Kenya some time after he returns.  He is leaving on January 18 and will return in February.

Suet for Winter Birds 
by June Hitchcox, courtesy of the Apsley Voice

Last month’s birding article was about “Seeds For Winter 
Birds”.  Birds also select other types of food.  In the cold of 
winter, birds must have food to sustain themselves - it be-

comes the fuel to keep them warm, which they desperately need, 
especially overnight.  During the short daylight hours of the win-
ter, it can be quite a challenge to find enough.  Winter feeders 
may make the difference between life and death. Offering bread 
is not the answer.   Studies have shown that bread swells up in 
their stomach; they feel full with low-value food, and can actually 
starve to death by not having room for the food that fuels their 
bodies.  Suet, on the other hand, is great – enjoyed by Blue Jays, 
both species of nuthatches, woodpeckers, chickadees and many 

more.   Although mesh onion bags or the like are often used to 
hold and hang suet, birds can get their feet entangled, particularly 
as the mesh frays – we have had to rescue a few.   We switched 
to firm, ½ inch, bendable, green, plastic netting from hardware 
stores.  Make a bag by cutting the netting double the desired size; 
fold to form a bag; tie 3 edges together; fill with suet and tie the 
last edge.   With a string attached, the suet bag is ready to hang 
from a branch.   A “suet log” works well, too.   Drill 1” holes in 
a short log; stuff the holes with suet and hang from a branch.   
You will soon have lots of birds, some hanging up-side-down, 
right-side-up or whatever, thanking you for your generosity.
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Another successful ‘Night Out for Nature’ fundraiser 
by Jen Baker

The HNC’s second spaghetti dinner fundraiser was once 

again successful! The St. Paul’s United Church hall in 

Dundas was a busy place on November 17 with over 100 

people in attendance. Thanks to everyone’s generosity, the event 

raised approximately $3,000 which will be used to acquire natu-

ral lands and to get kids out into nature. 

It was a night to remember, full of wonderful conversations 

with friends old and new. J Neysmith and the Out of the Cold 

volunteers generously made an incredible spaghetti dinner 

that received rave reviews. A tableful of delicious desserts was 

devoured. Thanks to Marg Troy, Amber Rieder, Matt Caldwell, 

Angie McNulty, Stephanie Broxholme, Fran Hicks, Jean Stollard, 

Joyce Litster, Catherine Flatt, and Elaine Serena for making the 

desserts! Elaine Serena arranged for a delightful cake to match 

the theme of the event. Musicians Four over Forty thrilled the 

crowd with their talent. It was wonderful to have them back by 

popular demand! 

We were fortunate to receive numerous items for the silent 

auction and for door prizes. We’d like to thank A Different 

Drummer Books, Adventure Attic, Candy Venning Landscape 

Design, Wild Birds Unlimited, LIUNA, Legacy Picture Framing, 

Jill and Paul Attack, Glenn Barrett, Joanna Chapman, Judy 

Eberspaecher, June Franchetto, Josh Tiessen and Wray Provo. 

The evening was a great success thanks to the hard work of 

many volunteers. Jim Stollard was on hand to welcome every-

one and to sell tickets. Jean Stollard recorded the evening as the 

photographer. Numerous people pitched in to both set up and 

clean up after dinner, including George Serena, June Franchetto, 

Gerten Basom, Marion Fletcher and Stephanie Broxholme. Our 

emcee, Bruce Mackenzie kept us on track and talked about the 

importance of the work of the HNC’s land trust program. The 

bartenders were popular throughout the evening. 

The land trust committee will be planning the 3rd annual Night 

Out for Nature, stay tuned for details for the November 2013 

event! If you would like to participate in organizing fun events 

like this, as well as other land trust activities, please contact Jen 

Baker at 905-524-3339 or land@hamiltonnature.org. 

Bruce Mackenzie and Jen Baker.

Four over Forty thrilled the crowd with their talent.

Enjoying the food, the drinks, the singing, and each others’ company.
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Daylight 2013 comet?
by Mario Carr

Astronomically speaking, 2013 may not be as excit-
ing as last year, except, for one thing. We might see 
a comet bright enough to be seen during the day.

It’s been a long time since we’ve seen a comet during daylight. The 
last time was in 1965.

Comet ISON could be one of them. It could either fizzle out or 
burst into brilliance as it orbits the Sun. Comets are made of ice 
and cosmic debris and can be extremely unpredictable when 
heated by the Sun.

If it puts on a bight show, it will be seen late 2013 during the day 
just in time for Christmas.

Here are January stargazer events. Most are listed in the Hamilton 
Amateur Astronomers calendar. 

Planet watching
Mercury can’t be seen for the most of the month but appears in 
the evening sky near the end of the month. Venus is in the eastern 
morning sky. It is slowly dropping into the twilight dawn sky.

Mars is low in the south western evening twilight sky and moves 
eastward towards the end of the month. Jupiter is a bright object 
in the evening sky. Saturn can be seen in the dawn sky. 

Uranus can be seen in the western evening sky in the constella-
tion Pisces and sets late evening. Neptune is in the western early 
evening sky in Aquarius and disappears into the evening twilight 
by the end of the month. 

Jan. 1-5 – The Quadrantids meteor shower is best seen after mid-

night when it peaks on Jan. 3.  Up to 40 per hour can be seen.  It’s 
caused by debris from an extinct comet entering and burning in 
the atmosphere. 

Jan. 2 – Believe it or not, the Earth will be closer to the Sun, or at 
perihelion, than at any other time of the year. So why is it so cold?  
Well, you can thank the tilt of the Earth for that.

Jan. 5 – The Moon is extremely close to Spica in the evening sky.

Jan. 7 – Galileo discovered moons Io, Europe and Callisto orbit-
ing Jupiter in 1610

Jan. 10 – The Moon and Venus are close together in the eastern 
morning sky.

Jan. 11 – Hamilton Amateur Astronomers meeting 7:30-9:30 
p.m., Spectator building, 44 Frid St., Hamilton.. Free admission 
with door prizes. An optional food bank donation of non-perish-
able goods will be collected. 

Jan. 22 – The Moon and Jupiter are close together in the early 
morning sky.

Jan. 26 – The Full Moon this month is called the Wolf Moon. 

For more information, please see the Hamilton Amateur 
Astronomers web site at www.amateurastronomy.org or call 
(905) 627-4323.

Mario Carr is the HAA club’s director of public education and 
appears on CHCH-TV to talk about the night sky. He’s also a 
member of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. He can be reached at 
mariocarr@cogeco.ca. 

Now Available: Checklist of Ontario Butterflies 
Designed and produced by HNC members Paul Smith and Brenda Van Ryswyk. 
Compiled by Natural Heritage Information Centre biologist Colin Jones with 
input from Don Sutherland, Nick Escott, Sue Bryan and HNC members Alan 
Wormington and Bill Lamond. This checklist includes all 168 species recorded in 
Ontario plus status designations including abundance and residency information. 
Cost is $1.50 per checklist, available at HNC general meetings or from Alf Senior 
senioralfred@yahoo.ca or 905-527-0905.
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Noteworthy Bird Records – August/September 2012
By Rob Dobos

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2012 to September 30: 276.  Underlined species or dates require 
documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee.  Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario 
Bird Records Committee.  For species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed.  For all other species, only high-

lights are listed.  Note that the species order follows the most recent American Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements.

Observers: Alfred Adamo (AA), Jill Attack (JAt), Paul Baldassi (PBa), David Bell (DBe), Duane Brown (DBn), Jacob Bruxer (JBr), George Bryant 
(GBy), Fran Bullock (FB), Wayne Bullock (WB), Mike Cadman (MCa), Don Campbell (DCa), Jerry Chapple (JCh), Nina Chapple (NCh), Barb 
Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Helen Colvin (HCo), Jeni Darling (JDa), Sandy Darling (SD), Sarah Dobney (SDo), Rob Dobos (RD), 
Dave R. Don (DD), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), David Flook (DF), Rebecca Flook (RF), Brett Fried (BF), Nancy Furber 
(NF), Jerry Guenther (JGn), Jim Heslop (JH), Fran Hicks (FHi), Brandon Holden (BH), Eric Holden (EH), Susan Holden (SH), Jackson Hudecki 
(JHu), Lukian Husak (LHu), Zakhar Husak (ZHu), Mourad Jabra (MJa), Mark Jennings (MJ), Carol Jones (CJo), Aaron Keating (AKe), Andrew 
Keaveney (AK), Tim King (TK), Bill Lamond (BL), Joyce Litster (JLi), Rick Ludkin (RL), Gail MacLellan (GML), Len Manning (LMa), Arlene 
McCaw (AMC), Jim McCaw (JMC), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Matt Mills (MM), Diane Mitchell (DMi), George Naylor (GN), Ken Newcombe 
(KN), Owen Novaselec (ON), Ben Oldfield (BO), Jim Pawlicki (JPa), Bill Read (BR), Joanne Redwood (JRe), Wayne Renaud (WR), Caleb Schol-
tens (CSc), George Sims (GSi), Dorothy Smith (DSm), Paul Smith (PS), Robert Stamp (RS), Chris Street (CS), Lisa Teskey (LTe), Peter Thoem 
(PT), Tom Thomas (TT), Matt Timpf (MT), Kevin Tupman (KTu), Fred Urie (FU), Josh Vandermeulen (JV), Rohan van Twest (RvT), Jim Watt 
(JWa), Glenn Welbourn (GWe), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Alan Wormington (AW), Anthony Zammit (AZ), many observers 
(m.obs.).

Legend:
* -first occurrence for the year
F -first occurrence for the migration
L -last occurrence for the migration
HSA -Hamilton Study Area
SM –singing male
terr. –territorial bird

Plumages, etc.:
m. -male
f. -female
ad. -adult
ba. -basic
alt. -alternate
imm. -immature
juv. -juvenile
1st  yr. –first year

County/Region/City:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

Snow Goose#: One white morph at Ruthven 
Park, Cayuga [HD] Sep 19 F (CSc et al.).
Gadwall: Eight past Van Wagners Beach [HM] 
Sep 1 (RD et al.).
American Wigeon: Five past Van Wagners 
Beach Sep 9 (RD,BC), and eight there Sep 27 
(RD); 15 at Dundas Marsh [HM] Sep 24 (KM); 
six at Dundas Hydro Pond [HM] Sep 30 (AA).
Blue-winged Teal: 13 at Dundas Marsh Aug 
26 (RD,CE); four at Valley Inn [HL] Sep 16 
(RD); seven at Dundas Hydro Pond Sep 23 
(RD). 
Northern Shoveler: 15 at Dundas Marsh 
Aug 26 (RD,CE); 38 at Tollgate Pond [HM] 
Sep 1 (RD); six past Van Wagners Beach Sep 
2 (RD et al.); 10 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds 
[NG] Sep 16 (RD,CE); 10 at Valley Inn Sep 23 
(RD,BC,DD). 
Northern Pintail: One at Princess Point 
[HM] Aug 28 (LMa,ZHu,LHu); five past Van 
Wagners Beach Sep 9 (RD,BC), and 160 there 
Sep 27 (RD et al.); four at Grimsby Sewage 
Ponds Sep 16 (RD,CE).
Green-winged Teal: 45 at Dundas Marsh Aug 
17 (RD), and 75 there Aug 26 (RD,CE); birds 
off Van Wagners Beach: 18 –Sep 1 (CE), 22 
–Sep 2 (RD et al.), 14 –Sep 27 (BH,BC); 19 at 

Grimsby Sewage Ponds Sep 16 (RD,CE).
Redhead: Two m. at Great Lakes Blvd & 
Rebecca St Stormwater Pond [HL] Aug 
11 (MJ); three at Tollgate Pond Aug 19 
(RD,CE,DD); five past Van Wagners Beach Sep 
1 (CE); six at Princess Point Sep 23 (RD); nine 
off L.P. Sayers Park [HM] Sep 24 (KM).
Ring-necked Duck: One m. at Great Lakes 
Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond Aug 
1-Sep 30 (MJ; CE); three at Tollgate Pond Sep 
1 F (RD); 45 at Mountsberg C.A. [WL/HM] 
Sep 26 (MCa).
Greater Scaup: 35 off Van Wagners Beach 
Sep 30 (RD et al.). 
Lesser Scaup: Two m. at Windermere Basin 
[HM] Aug 5 (RD,MM), and nine there Sep 9 
(RD,BC).
Surf Scoter: One past Van Wagners Beach 
Sep 27 F (RD), and 30 there Sep 30 (RD et 
al.).
White-winged Scoter: Birds off Van Wagners 
Beach: 2 –Sep 1 F (BCh, AK), 4 –Sep 9 
(RD,BC), 12 –Sep 27 (BH,BC), 200 –Sep 30 
(DCa et al.); 12 off L.P. Sayers Park Sep 24 
(KM). 
Long-tailed Duck: One m. at Suncor Pier, 
Bronte [HL] Aug 8 (MJ); one off Van Wagners 

Beach Sep 9 F (RD,BC).
Common Goldeneye: One 1st alt. m. at 
Windermere Basin Aug 5-Sep 16 (RD,MM; 
m.obs.).
Hooded Merganser: Two at Mountsberg C.A. 
Aug 11 (LMa); one at Onondaga Farms [BR] 
Aug 25 (RD,CE).
Common Merganser: One at NE Shore of 
Harbour [HM] Aug 5 (RD,MM), and three 
there Aug 19 (RD,CE,DD); two at Bronte 
Harbour [HL] Sep 18 (MJ); four at Dundas 
Marsh Sep 24 (KM). 
Ruddy Duck: Three m. at Dundas Marsh 
Sep 24 (KM); 13 at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 26 
(MCa).
Ring-necked Pheasant#: One at Conc 11 E of 
Hwy 6 [HM] Sep 23 (HCo).
Ruffed Grouse#: One m. at Westover Rd N of 
Conc 8 [HM] Jul 12 (PS).
Wild Turkey: One f. + eight juv. at Westover 
Rd N of Conc 8 Jul 17-Sep 20 (PS).
Red-throated Loon#: Two ad. off Rattray 
Marsh [PL] Sep 8 F (WR); one over Dundas 
[HM] Sep 19 (MM); one past Van Wagners 
Beach Sep 30 (RD et al.).
Common Loon: Six on Lake Ontario off 
Hamilton/Burlington Lakeshore Sep 22 (GE 
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et al.); five off Van Wagners Beach Sep 22 
(BH,BC), and 45 there Sep 30 (DCa); two over 
Aurora Cres, Burlington [HL] (CE) and one at 
Dundas Marsh (LMa,LTe) Sep 26.
Pied-billed Grebe: One at Great Lakes Blvd & 
Rebecca St Stormwater Pond Aug 6-26 (MJ; 
CE); one at Grand River at Ruthven Park Aug 
22 (MT); one at Grand River at Glenhyrst 
Gardens, Brantford [BR] Aug 25 (BL,KM); one 
at Windermere Basin Sep 16 (CE,RD); two on 
Harbour off LaSalle Marina [HM] Sep 27 (RD); 
one at Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HM] Sep 30 
(AA). 
Horned Grebe: One off L.P. Sayers Park (KM) 
and one at Windermere Basin (AA) Sep 24 F; 
three at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 26 (MCa).
Red-necked Grebe: One at Bayfront Park, 
Hamilton [HM] Aug 19 F (TK); 250 off Rattray 
Marsh Sep 8 (WR); four off Shoreacres [HL] 
Sep 26 (RD,CE). 
Great Blue Heron: 52 at Dundas Marsh Sep 
28 (SD).
Great Egret#: Birds at Mountsberg C.A.: 
1 –Aug 1-4 (MCa; RD), 6 –Aug 10 (DBe), 22 
–Sep 5 (FU), 10 –Sep 19 (JV); one at Red Hill 
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond [HM] Aug 
2 (RD); birds at Valley Inn: 1 –Aug 5 (RD,MM), 
3 –Aug 20-24 (RD), 5 –Aug 30 (LMa,ZHu,LHu), 
4 –Sep 16 (RD), 3 –Sep 19 (KN); birds at 
Dundas Marsh: 3 –Aug 8 (JHu), 9 –Aug 14 
(PT), 15 –Aug 17 (RD), 31 –Aug 28 (KWi,AWi), 
29 –Sep 16 (JBr), 23 –Sep 20-23 (LMa; RD), 
20 –Sep 24 (KM), 26 –Sep 29 (RD,CE,DD); 
nine at Onondaga Farms Aug 14 and 11 
there Sep 1 (BR); two at Grand River at 
Lorne Bridge, Brantford [BR] Aug 18 (BL,KM); 
three at Bronte Marsh [HL] Aug 20 (MJ); 
15 roosting at Carroll’s Point [HM] Aug 22 
(GWe et al.); two at Grand River at Glenhyrst 
Gardens, Brantford Aug 25 (BL,KM); one at 
Rattray Marsh Aug 25 (WR); 10 at Princess 
Point Aug 26 (KM); one at Tollgate Pond 
Aug 24 (KWi,AWi) and Sep 1 (RD); birds at 
Ruthven Park: 1 –Sep 3 (RL), 1 –Sep 11 (CJo), 
2 –Sep 14 (JAt), 1 –Sep 18 (RL); two at Van 
Wagners Ponds [HM] Sep 30 (RD,CE). 
Green Heron: Five at Hendrie Valley [HL] Aug 
3 (CS); four at Rattray Marsh Aug 21 (WR); 
eight at Onondaga Farms Aug 25 (RD,CE).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: 50 juv. at 
Tollgate Pond Aug 5 (RD,MM); 10 at Bronte 
Marsh Aug 8 (MJ); one juv. at Grand River 
at Glenhyrst Gardens, Brantford Aug 25 
(BL,KM).
Osprey: Five at Grand River at Lorne Bridge, 
Brantford Aug 18 (BL,KM); three at Woodland 
Cemetery [HM] Aug 18 (RD,CE,DD), and three 
there Sep 15 (RD,CE); four at Ruthven Park 
Sep 3 (PT); three over SE Oakville [HL] (JWa) 
and five over Waterdown Rd N of Hwy 403 
[HL] (MM,AKe) Sep 10; three over Aurora 
Cres, Burlington Sep 26 (CE).

Bald Eagle: One ad. at Valley Inn Aug 10 (KN), 
and one ad. + one juv. there Sep 20 (LMa); 
one juv. at Grand River at Lorne Bridge, 
Brantford Aug 18 (BL,KM); birds at Woodland 
Cemetery: 1juv. –Aug 18 (RD,CE,DD), 1 4th 
ba. + 1 1st ba. –Sep 15 (RD,CE), 3ad. + 2imm. 
–Sep 23 (RD,BC,DD); one ad. at Dundas 
Marsh Aug 14-27 (JHu; m.obs.); one juv. at 
CCIW [HL] Sep 7 and one ad. there Sep 18 
(RD); birds on Sep 10: 2 –SE Oakvlle (JWa), 1 
–Aurora Cres, Burlington (CE), 2 –Waterdown 
Rd N of Hwy 403 (MM,AKe); five at Ruthven 
Park Sep 16 (RL); one imm. at Mountsberg 
C.A. Sep 26 (MCa); one imm. off Van 
Wagners Beach Sep 30 (RD).
Northern Harrier: One at Kerncliff Park [HL] 
Aug 14 F (PBa); two juv. NE of Great Lakes 
Blvd & Rebecca St [HL] Aug 18 (CE); one juv. 
at Dundas Marsh Aug 26 (RD,CE).
Sharp-shinned Hawk: One at Dundas Marsh 
Aug 26 F (RD,CE); 12 over SE Oakville Sep 
10 (JWa); 15 at Woodland Cemetery Sep 15 
(RD,CE); 10 over Dundas Sep 19 (MM).
Broad-winged Hawk: One terr. at Westover 
Rd N of Conc 8 Jul 2-3 (PS); birds at 
Woodland Cemetery: 1ad. + 1juv. –Aug 18 F 
(RD,CE,DD), 26 –Sep 15 (RD,CE), 210 –Sep 23 
(RD,BC,DD); birds on Sep 10: 250 –SE Oakville 
(JWa), 598 –Aurora Cres, Burlington (CE), 593 
–Waterdown Rd N of Hwy 403 (MM,AKe); 20 
over Aurora Cres, Burlington Sep 15 (CE); 54 
over Dundas (MM) and 388 over Brantford 
[BR] (BL) Sep 19.
SWAINSON’S HAWK#: One juv. at Conc 5 W 
of Millgrove [HM] Sep 7 * (BF) provided the 
earliest fall record for the HSA.
Red-tailed Hawk: One dark morph at Hwy 
403 W of King Rd [HL] Sep 25 (GN).
Merlin: One at Aurora Cres, Burlington Aug 
6 F (CE); two remained near James Hillier 
School, Brantford [BR] late-Aug (BL); two 
at Dundas Sep 8-30 (RD; MM) are likely 
wintering; two at Bronte Harbour Sep 22 (RD 
et al.) are likely wintering; one banded at 
Ruthven Park Sep 27 (BR,RL).
Peregrine Falcon#: One ad. at CCIW Aug 
24-Sep 20 (RD); one at Van Wagners Beach 
Sep 2 (RD et al.), and two there Sep 27 
(RD); one at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 5 (FU); 
two over Waterdown Rd N of Hwy 403 
Sep 10 (MM,AKe); one ad. at Great Lakes 
Blvd & Burloak Dr [HL] Sep 13 (MJ); one at 
Ruthven Sep 19 (MT), and one there Sep 23 
(RL); one juv. at Woodland Cemetery Sep 
23 (RD,BC,DD); one ad. at Mohawk Park, 
Brantford [BR] Sep 25 (AW); two over Aurora 
Cres, Burlington Sep 26 (CE); one juv. at 
Dundas Marsh Sep 29 (RD,CE,DD).
Sora#: One ad. + one juv. at Bronte Marsh 
Aug 11(MJ); two juv. at Dundas Hydro Pond 
Sep 23 (RD).
American Coot: One at Grimsby Sewage 

Ponds Sep 16 F (RD,CE), and five there Sep 24 
(AA); 40 at Mountsberg C.A. Sep 26 (MCa).
Sandhill Crane#: A terr. pair at Blue Lake 
[BR] Aug 7-11 (GSi); seven over Conc 11 W 
of Centre Rd [HM] Sep 23 F (HCo);  two over 
N Shore of Cootes Paradise [HM] Sep 26 
(LMa,LTe).
Black-bellied Plover: One ad. at Mountsberg 
C.A. Aug 4F-6 (RD; BO); two ad. at Tollgate 
Pond Aug 19-20 (RD,CE,DD); one ad. at Red 
Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond Aug 
23-Sep 4 (LMa; m.obs.); two ad. at Dundas 
Marsh Aug 24 (JBr), and one alt. ad. + two 
juv. there Sep 24-29 (KM; m.obs.); two juv. at 
Windermere Basin Sep 15-16 (KM; m.obs.), 
and four juv. there Sep 19 (JLi,FHi). 
American Golden-Plover: One ad. at Airport 
Rd E of Hwy 6 [HM] Aug 23 * (CE); one ad. 
at White Church & Ferris Rds [HM] Aug 25 
(RD,CE); birds at Dundas Marsh: 2ad. –Aug 
26 (RD,CE), 2 –Sep 16 (JBr), 1juv. –Sep 24 
(KM), 3 –Sep 30 (AA); one ad. at Mountsberg 
C.A. Sep 5-8 (BF,SDo; DBe,RvT); one at 
Windermere Basin Sep 11 (LMa,LTe), and one 
juv. there Sep 16 (RD,CE); one at McPherson 
Rd E of Wyecroft Rd [HL] Sep 16 (MJ).
Semipalmated Plover: Four at Mountsberg 
C.A. Aug 4 (RD); four juv. at Dundas Marsh 
Aug 17-26 (RD,CE), and one there Sep 30 
L (AA); five at Red Hill Parkway & QEW 
Stormwater Pond Aug 24 (KWi,AWi); four at 
Princess Point Sep 9 (JBr). 
Spotted Sandpiper: One at Tollgate Pond Sep 
16 (RD,CE).
Solitary Sandpiper: Six at Bronte Marsh 
Aug 6 (MJ); 12 at Onondaga Farms Aug 25 
(RD,CE); two at Valley Inn Sep 23 (RD,BC,DD). 
Greater Yellowlegs: Four juv. at Dundas 
Marsh Aug 17 (RD); five at Red Hill Parkway 
& QEW Stormwater Pond Sep 4 (LMa); three 
at Dundas Hydro Pond Sep 23 (RD). 
Lesser Yellowlegs: 35 at Mountsberg C.A. 
Aug 10 (DBe); 185 at Dundas Marsh Aug 17 
(RD); 80 at Princess Point Aug 26 (KM); 13 at 
Valley Inn Sep 16 (RD); 23 at Dundas Hydro 
Pond Sep 23 (RD).
Hudsonian Godwit#: One juv. at Valley Inn 
Sep 16 * (DMi; m.obs.).
Ruddy Turnstone: Birds at Tollgate Pond: 
1ad. –Aug 20 (RD,JBr), 1ad. + 1juv. –Aug 24 
(KWi,AWi), 3 –Aug 30 (LMa,ZHu,LHu), 1 –Sep 
19 (JLi,FHi); one juv. at Princess Point Sep 
15 (KM); one at Windermere Basin Sep 16 
(KWi,AWi).
Red Knot#: One juv. at Princess Point Sep 
4F-9 (JH,RS,GBy; m.obs.).
Sanderling: 14 at Rattray Marsh Aug 25 (WR); 
birds at Van Wagners Beach: 24 –Sep 2 (RD et 
al.), 8 –Sep 9 (RD,BC), 3 –Sep 27 (RD et al.); 
15 at Burlington Beachstrip [HL] Sep 3 (LMa).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: One juv. at Red 
Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond Aug 
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5 (RD,MM); 40 at Mountsberg C.A. Aug 
10 (DBe); seven at Tollgate Pond Aug 19 
(RD,CE,DD); 35 at Dundas Marsh Aug 17 (RD); 
20 at Princess Point Aug 26 (KM); seven at 
Valley Inn Sep 15 (KM). 
Least Sandpiper: 30 at Mountsberg C.A. 
Aug 10 (DBe); 20 at Red Hill Parkway & 
QEW Stormwater Pond Aug 12 (KM); 115 at 
Dundas Marsh Aug 17 (RD), and 75 there Aug 
26 (RD,CE); 20 at Princess Point Aug 26 (KM). 
White-rumped Sandpiper: Ten at 
Mountsberg C.A. Aug 10 * (DBe); one at 
Princess Point Sep 3 (CS; LMa).
Baird’s Sandpiper: Birds at Dundas Marsh: 
1juv. –Aug 17 (RD), 3juv. –Aug 24 (JBr), 4juv. –
Aug 26 (RD,CE); four juv. at Tollgate Pond Aug 
19-20 (RD,CE,DD).
Pectoral Sandpiper: 15 at Mountsberg C.A. 
Aug 4 (RD), and 31 there Aug 10 (DBe); nine 
at Dundas Marsh Aug 17 (RD), and one ad. + 
four juv. there Aug 26 (RD,CE); 17 at Princess 
Point Sep 7 (RD et al.); seven at Dundas 
Hydro Pond Sep 23 (RD). 
Dunlin: One at Burlington Beachstrip Sep 23 
F (JRe); three at Princess Point Sep 24 (KM).
Stilt Sandpiper: One ad. at Red Hill Parkway 
& QEW Stormwater Pond Aug 5 (RD,MM); 
birds at Princess Point: 4juv. –Aug 25 (RD,CE), 
3juv. + 1ba. –Sep 7 (RD et al.), 5juv. –Sep 11-
18 (RD; BC); one juv. at Dundas Marsh Aug 
17 (RD), and one ad. there Aug 24-26 (JBr; 
RD,CE); two at Dundas Hydro Pond Sep 23 
(RD).
Buff-breasted Sandpiper#: Birds at Dundas 
Marsh: 1juv. –Aug 24 * (JBr), 2juv. –Aug 26 
(CE,RD), 1 –Aug 28 (KWi,AWi); one juv. at 
Windermere Basin Sep 16 L (RD,CE).
Short-billed Dowitcher: One at Mountsberg 
C.A. Aug 10 (DBe); four juv. at Dundas Marsh 
Aug 17-26 (RD; m.obs.); one juv. at Princess 
Point Aug 25-Sep 15 (RD,CE; m.obs.). 
Wilson’s Phalarope#: One 1st ba. at Princess 
Point Aug 25-28L (RD,CE; m.obs.).
Red-necked Phalarope#: Birds at Dundas 
Marsh: 5juv. –Aug 17 (RD), 2 –Aug 24 (JBr), 
4 –Aug 25-26 (RD,CE; m.obs.); one past Van 
Wagners Beach Aug 24 (DD,CE,BCh); one at 
Tollgate Pond Sep 9 (RD,BC).
Phalarope species#: Eight off Van Wagners 
Beach Sep 15 (MJa).
Franklin’s Gull#: One 1st ba. off Van Wagners 
Beach Sep 27 * (RS,BCh), and one 1st ba. 
there Sep 30 (RD et al.).
Little Gull#: One juv. off Van Wagners Beach 
Sep 27 F (BH,BC).
Bonaparte’s Gull: One ad. + eight juv. at 
Dundas Marsh Aug 17 (RD); four off Van 
Wagners Beach Sep 27 (RD et al.).
Lesser Black-backed Gull#: Birds off Van 
Wagners Beach: 1ad. –Sep 2 (BCh et al.), 1juv. 
–Sep 16 (RD et al.), 3juv. –Sep 27 (BH,BC).
Great Black-backed Gull: One 1st alt. off Van 

Wagners Beach Sep 2 (RD); one ad. at CCIW 
Sep 28 (RD).
Sabine’s Gull#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 
3juv. –Aug 29 * (BH,JV), 2juv. –Aug 30 (AK), 
46juv. + 6ad. –Sep 1 (CE et al.) (record high 
count for the HSA), 19 –Sep 2 (RD et al.), 
2juv. –Sep 8 (DBe), 15juv. –Sep 9 (MJa; 
JH,RS), 5juv. –Sep 15 (MJa), 1ad. –Sep 16 (RD 
et al.), 3juv. –Sep 27 (BH,BC et al.); one juv. 
off Burlington Ship Canal Sep 22 (CE,BC).
Caspian Tern: Three at Princess Point Sep 26 
L (LMa,LTe).
Common Tern: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 
17 –Aug 20 (RD,CE), 12 –Sep 9 (RD,BC), 12 –
Sep 27 (BH,BC).
Pomarine Jaeger#: Two juv. off Van Wagners 
Beach Sep 27 * (BH,BC et al.).
Parasitic Jaeger#: Birds off Van Wagners 
Beach: 4juv. + 1ad. –Sep 1 * (CE et al.), 2juv. 
–Sep 2 (RD et al.), 1ad. + 1subad. –Sep 27 
(BH,BC et al.), 1ad. –Sep 28 (BH,JPa), 1 –Sep 
30 (DCa); one ad. off Burlington Lakeshore 
Sep 22 (CE et al.).
Long-tailed Jaeger#: Birds off Van Wagners 
Beach: 1ad. –Aug 24 * (BCh,CE,DD), 1juv. –
Aug 24 (RD), 1juv. –Aug 25 (JV), 1juv. –Aug 29 
(BH,JV), 5 –Sep 1 (JV et al.), 5juv. –Sep 2 (RD 
et al.), 1juv. –Sep 27 (BH,BC).
Jaeger species#: Birds off Van Wagners 
Beach: 2 –Aug 20 F (RD,CE), 1 –Sep 1 (RD et 
al.), 6 –Sep 2 (RD et al.), 1 –Sep 9 (JH,RS), 5 –
Sep 9 (MJa), 5 –Sep 27 (BH,BC et al.).
Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: Birds at Ruthven Park: 
1 –Aug 31-Sep 5 (GML,RL), 1 –Sep 17 (RL), 
1 –Sep 29 L (RL); one at Woodland Cemetery 
Sep 27 (LMa).
Black-billed Cuckoo: One at Ruthven Park 
Sep 1 (RL); one at North Waterdown Wetland 
Trails [HM] Sep 27 L (TT).
Northern Saw-whet Owl#: Two banded at 
Ruthven Park Sep 29 F and one banded there 
Sep 30 (NF et al.).
Common Nighthawk: One at Valley Inn Aug 
10 F (KN); four at Dickson School, Cambridge 
[WT] Aug 12, and 30 there Aug 23 (BR et al.); 
nine over RBG Centre, Aldershot [HL] Aug 17 
(EH,SH); five over Pine Cove & Spruce Ave, 
Burlington [HL] Aug 19 (CE); 18 over Brant 
Hills Park, Burlington [HL] Aug 27 (DD); five 
at Waterdown Escarpment Woods [HM] Aug 
28 (TT); 26 over Aurora Cres, Burlington Aug 
28 and one there Sep 26 L (CE); 10 at Rock 
Chapel [HM] Aug 30 (SD); four at Dundas 
Valley C.A. [HM] Sep 23 (JCh,NCh).
Chimney Swift: Birds roosting at Dickson 
School, Cambridge: 66 –Aug 2, 336 –Aug 
12, 422 –Aug 17, 417 –Aug 18, 431 –Aug 
19, 438 –Aug 20, 443 –Aug 21, 447 –Aug 
22, 462 –Aug 23, 261 –Aug 24, 325 –Aug 
25, 64 –Aug 26, 30 –Aug 27 (BR et al.); 20 at 
Bronte Marsh Aug 9 (MJ); 40 past Woodland 
Cemetery Aug 18 (RD,CE,DD), and seven 

there Sep 15 (RD,CE); 28 over Aurora Cres, 
Burlington Aug 28 (CE); 30 at Valley Inn Sep 
16 (RD).
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Seven 
past Waterdown Rd N of Hwy 403 Sep 10 
(MM,AKe); four at Woodland Cemetery Sep 
15 (RD,CE), and two there Sep 23 (BC).
Red-headed Woodpecker#: One ad. at Burt 
Rd N of Howell Rd, St. George [BR] Aug 14 
(BR), and two there Aug 15 (JGn); one juv. at 
Woodland Cemetery Sep 27 (ZHu,LHu).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at 
Woodland Cemetery Sep 15 F (RD,CE); 10 at 
Confederation Park Sep 28 (RD,CE).
Northern Flicker: 17 at Woodland Cemetery 
Sep 23 (RD,BC,DD).
Pileated Woodpecker: Four at Rattray Marsh 
Aug 14 (JWa); one at Ruthven Park Sep 6 and 
two there Sep 16 (RL).
Olive-sided Flycatcher#: One at Courtcliffe 
Park [HM] Aug 13 (DF); one at Borers Falls 
[HM] Aug 15-17 (SD); one at Hyde Tract [HM] 
Aug 18 (DF,RF); one at Shell Park [HL] Aug 19 
(AMC,JMC); two at Westover [HM] Aug 26 
(TT); one at SE Oakville Sep 14 (JWa); one at 
Ruthven Park Sep 24-26L (RL et al.) tied the 
second latest date for the HSA.
Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Shoreacres 
(CE) and three at Woodland Cemetery 
(RD,CE,DD) Aug 18 F; six at Ruthven Park Sep 
1 (RL); one at Shoreacres Sep 26 (CE,RD).
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Ruthven 
Park Aug 15 F (MT), and one there Sep 21 L 
(RL).
Willow Flycatcher: One at Lakeside Park, 
Mississauga [PL] Aug 12 F (JWa).
“Traill’s” Flycatcher: One at Shoreacres Sep 
14 L (CE).
Least Flycatcher: One at Rattray Marsh Aug 
14 F (JWa); one at Sherwood Forest Park [HL] 
Sep 22 (RD); one at Woodland Cemetery Sep 
26 L (ZHu,LHu).
Eastern Phoebe: One at Sherwood Forest 
Park Sep 14 F (CE).
Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Rattray 
Marsh Aug 14 F (JWa); one at Shoreacres Sep 
10 L (RD,CE).
Eastern Kingbird: 12 at Grimsby Sewage 
Ponds Aug 11 (PBa); 12 at Kerncliff Park 
Aug 14 (PBa); 45 at Dundas Marsh Aug 17 
(RD); nine past Woodland Cemetery Aug 18 
(RD,CE,DD); birds on Aug 28 L: 1 –Waterdown 
Escarpment Woods (TT), 1 –Dundas Marsh 
(KWi,AWi), 1 –Ruthven Park (MT).
White-eyed Vireo#: One imm. at Van 
Wagners Ponds Sep 21-22L (RD; MJa).
Yellow-throated Vireo#: Birds at Ruthven 
Park: 1 –Sep 3, 1 –Sep 5, 1 –Sep 10 L (RL).
Blue-headed Vireo: One at Ruthven Park Sep 
13 F (RL).
Warbling Vireo: One at Shoreacres (CE) and 
two at Ruthven Park (RL) Sep 14 L.
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Philadelphia Vireo: One at Waterdown 
Escarpment Woods Aug 28 F (TT); six at 
Woodland Cemetery Sep 9 (RD,BC); one at 
Van Wagners Ponds Sep 30 (RD,CE).
Red-eyed Vireo: Three at Shoreacres (CE) 
and eight at Woodland Cemetery (RD,CE,DD) 
Aug 18 F; 11 at Ruthven Park Sep 5 (RL); 12 at 
Woodland Cemetery Sep 9 (RD,BC).
Common Raven#: One N of Hagersville [HD] 
Aug 31 (BH); one at Iroquois Heights C.A. 
[HM] Sep 13 (WB,FB); one at Middletown 
Marsh [HM] Sep 26 (BC); one over Dunning 
Ct, Dundas [HM] Sep 30 (MM); one at QEW & 
Guelph Line [HL] Sep 30 (AA).
Horned Lark: 16 E of Great Lakes Blvd /
Burloak Dr Aug 6 (MJ); 21 at Airport Rd E of 
Hwy 6 Aug 25 (RD,CE).
Purple Martin: Ten at Bronte Marsh Aug 9 L 
(MJ).
Tree Swallow: One over Aurora Cres, 
Burlington Sep 26 (CE).
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Five at 
Valley Inn Sep 23 (RD,BC,DD).
Bank Swallow: 20 past Woodland Cemetery 
Aug 11 L (MJ).
Cliff Swallow: Two at Dundas Marsh Aug 26 
L (RD,CE).
Barn Swallow: 450 at Bronte Marsh Aug 8 
(MJ).
Tufted Titmouse#: 11 banded at Ruthven 
Park Aug 9-Sep 30 (RL); two at Woodland 
Cemetery Sep 15 (RD,BC).
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Five at Woodland 
Cemetery Aug 18 F (RD,CE,DD), and 12 there 
Sep 15 (RD,CE); 12 at Gage Park, Hamilton 
[HM] Sep 10 (LMa).
Brown Creeper: One at Woodland Cemetery 
Sep 15 F (RD,CE).
Winter Wren: One at Shell Park Sep 9 F (CE). 
Marsh Wren#: One at Bronte Marsh Aug 11 
(MJ); three at Dundas Marsh Aug 26 (RD,CE).
Golden-crowned Kinglet: One at Fifty 
Point C.A. [HM/NG] Sep 16 F (RD,CE); 17 at 
Confederation Park Sep 28 (RD,CE).
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Rock Chapel 
Aug 18 F (SD); one at Woodland Cemetery 
Sep 9 (RD,BC).
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Five at Woodland 
Cemetery Aug 18 (RD,CE,DD); one at Fifty 
Point C.A. Sep 24 L (AA).
Veery: One at Fifty Point C.A. Sep 16 L (CE).
Gray-cheeked Thrush: Two at Shoreacres Aug 
28 F (CE).
Swainson’s Thrush: One at Ruthven Park Aug 
16 F (MT); 12 at Shoreacres Sep 14 (CE); 11 
at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby [NG] Sep 16 
(RD,CE).
Hermit Thrush: One at Ruthven Park Sep 3 F 
(RL).
Wood Thrush: One at Sherwood Forest Park 
Sep 22 (RD); one at Ruthven Park Sep 29 L 
(RL).

Brown Thrasher: One at Rock Chapel Sep 11 
F (SD); one at Aurora Cres, Burlington (CE) 
and one at Shoreacres (RD,CE) Sep 26.
American Pipit: Eight at Windermere Basin 
Sep 16 F (RD,CE; m.obs.), and 20 there Sep 
19 (JLi,FHi); two at Van Wagners Beach Sep 
30 (RD et al.).
Cedar Waxwing: 250 at Valley Inn Sep 23 
(RD,BC,DD).
Lapland Longspur#: One at Wyecroft Rd E 
of Burloak Rd [HL] Sep 19 F (MJ) provided a 
record early fall date for the HSA.
Ovenbird: One at Shoreacres (CE) and two at 
Ruthven Park (MT) Aug 28 F.
Northern Waterthrush: One at Ryckmans 
Corners [HM] Aug 13 F (DSm).
Golden-winged Warbler#: One at Sherwood 
Forest Park Aug 18 F (CE; m.obs.); one at 
Waterdown Escarpment Woods Aug 28 L 
(TT).
“Brewster’s” Warbler#: Two at Rock Chapel 
Aug 21 (SD); one at Berry Tract [HM] Sep 11 
L (SD).
Blue-winged Warbler: One at Ruthven Park 
Sep 4-6L (RL).
Black-and-white Warbler: One at Rattray 
Marsh (JWa) and one at Kerncliff Park (PBa) 
Aug 14 F; five at Woodland Cemetery Aug 18 
(RD,CE,DD).
Prothonotary Warbler#: One at Rattray 
Marsh Aug 31 L (WR; ZHu,LHu).
Tennessee Warbler: Three at Woodland 
Cemetery Aug 18 F (RD,CE,DD); seven at 
Ruthven Park Sep 28 (RL).
Orange-crowned Warbler: One at Valley Inn 
(RD,BC,DD) and one at Princess Point (RD) 
Sep 23 F.
Nashville Warbler: One at Rock Chapel Aug 
17 F (SD); eight at Woodland Cemetery Sep 9 
(RD,BC).
Connecticut Warbler#: One f. banded at 
Ruthven Park Sep 1 * (RL); one at Berry Tract 
Sep 3 (SD,JDa); one imm. f. at Van Wagners 
Ponds Sep 21-22L (RD; DD,CE; MJa).
Mourning Warbler: One at Rattray Marsh 
Aug 14 F (JWa); one m. at Ruthven Park Aug 
28 (MT), and one there Sep 4 (RL); one imm. 
at Sherwood Forest Park Sep 5 (CE); one 
found dead at Gage Park, Hamilton Sep 10 L 
(LMa).
Common Yellowthroat: One at Shoreacres 
Aug 28 F (CE); 10 at Bronte Aug 29 (MJ,ON).
Hooded Warbler#: One imm. m. banded at 
Ruthven Park Sep 4 L (RL).
American Redstart: One at Rattray Marsh 
Aug 14 F (JWa); 11 at Woodland Cemetery 
Sep 9 (RD,BC).
Cape May Warbler: Three at Ruthven Park 
Aug 22 F (MT); three at Woodland Cemetery 
Sep 9 (RD,BC); one at Gage Park, Hamilton 
Sep 10 (LMa).
Northern Parula: One at Shoreacres Aug 29 

F (MJ,ON); four at Woodland Cemetery Sep 
9 (RD,BC), and four there Sep 23 (RD,BC,DD); 
three at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 21 (RD).
Magnolia Warbler: One at SE Oakville Aug 13 
F (JWa); one at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 30 
(RD et al.).
Bay-breasted Warbler: One at Waterdown 
Escarpment Woods Aug 28 F (TT); five at 
Woodland Cemetery Sep 15 (RD,CE); one at 
Confederation Park Sep 28 L (CE).
Blackburnian Warbler: Six at Courtcliffe Park 
Aug 13 F (DF); six at Woodland Cemetery Aug 
18 (RD,CE,DD), and six there Sep 9 (RD,BC).
Yellow Warbler: One at Woodland Cemetery 
and one at Valley Inn Sep 9 (RD,BC); one at 
Ruthven Park Sep 19 (MT); one at Princess 
Point Sep 23 L (RD).
Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Rattray 
Marsh Aug 14 F (JWa); nine at Woodland 
Cemetery Aug 18 (RD,CE,DD), and eight there 
Sep 9 (RD,BC).
Blackpoll Warbler: One at Grimsby Sewage 
Ponds Aug 11 F (PBa); 13 at Woodland 
Cemetery Sep 9 (RD,BC); 12 at Ruthven Park 
Sep 9 and 13 there Sep 28 (RL).
Black-throated Blue Warbler: One m. at 
Sherwood Forest Park Aug 27 F (CE).
Palm Warbler: One at Rattray Marsh Aug 
14 F (JWa) provided a record early fall date 
for the HSA; one at Waterdown Escarpment 
Woods Aug 28 (TT); four at McPherson Rd 
E of Wyecroft Rd Sep 5 (MJ); 10 at Princess 
Point Sep 20 (LMa).
Pine Warbler: One at Rock Chapel Aug 17 
(SD); three at Glenhyrst Gardens, Brantford 
Aug 25 (BL,KM); one at Sherwood Forest Park 
Sep 5 F (CE); one at Woodland Cemetery Sep 
23 (RD,BC,DD).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Three at Aurora 
Cres, Burlington Aug 19F-22 (CE); eight at 
Woodland Cemetery Sep 9 (RD,BC); 25 at 
Princess Point Sep 20 (LMa); 60 at Dundas 
Marsh Sep 29 (RD,CE,DD). 
Black-throated Green Warbler: Two at 
Woodland Cemetery Aug 18 F (RD,CE,DD), 
and seven there Sep 15 (RD,CE).
Canada Warbler: One at Ruthven Park Aug 9 
F (RL); five at Shoreacres Aug 28 (CE); one at 
Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby Sep 16 L (RD,CE). 
Wilson’s Warbler: Two at Woodland 
Cemetery Aug 18 F (RD,CE,DD); five at Van 
Wagners Ponds Sep 21 (RD).
Yellow-breasted Chat#: One banded at 
Ruthven Park Sep 22 * (RL).
Chipping Sparrow: 15 at Woodland Cemetery 
Sep 23 (RD,BC,DD).
Clay-colored Sparrow#: Four terr. at Brant 
Park [BR] Jun 21 and were later confirmed 
breeding (AZ,DBn,KTu). 
Field Sparrow: Two at Hamilton Beachstrip 
Sep 28 F (RD,CE).
Nelson’s Sparrow#: One at Dundas Marsh 
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Sep 29 F (RD,CE,DD), and three there Sep 30 
(AA).
Lincoln’s Sparrow: Two at Gage Park, 
Hamilton Sep 3 F (LMa).
Swamp Sparrow: One at Gates of Heaven 
Cemetery, Aldershot [HL] Sep 15 F (RD,CE); 
19 at Dundas Marsh Sep 29 (RD,CE,DD).
White-throated Sparrow: One at Ruthven 
Park Sep 7 F (RL); 36 at Confederation 
Park and 45 at Hamilton Beachstrip Sep 28 
(RD,CE); 20 at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 30 (RD 

et al.).
White-crowned Sparrow: One imm. at 
McPherson Rd E of Wyecroft Rd Sep 19 F 
(MJ).
Dark-eyed Junco: Two at Woodland 
Cemetery Sep 23 F (RD,BC,DD).
Scarlet Tanager: One f. at Woodland 
Cemetery Aug 18 F (RD,CE,DD); one at 
Ruthven Park Sep 28 L (RL).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Two at Fifty Point 
C.A. Sep 16 (RD,CE); one at Valley Inn Sep 23 

(RD,BC,DD).
Indigo Bunting: Two at Mohawk Park, 
Brantford Sep 25 (AW); one at Ruthven Park 
Sep 29 L (RL).
Bobolink: 11 past Woodland Cemetery Sep 9 
L (RD,BC).
Rusty Blackbird: Two at Windermere Basin 
Sep 16 F (RD,CE); two at Valley Inn Sep 19 
(KN).
Baltimore Oriole: Ten at Woodland Cemetery 
Aug 18 (RD,CE,DD); one at Spottiswood 
Lakes, Glen Morris [BR] Aug 25 L (RD,CE).
Purple Finch: One at Rock Chapel Aug 14 
F (SD); five past Aurora Cres, Burlington 
Aug 28 and five there Sep 26 (CE); birds 
at Woodland Cemetery: 5 –Sep 9 (RD,BC), 
12 –Sep 15 (RD,CE), 6 –Sep 23 (RD,BC,DD); 
six at Fifty Point C.A. Sep 16 (RD,CE); three 
at Middletown Marsh Sep 26 (BC); seven at 
Ruthven Park Sep 29 (RL).
Pine Siskin: One at Woodland Cemetery Sep 
23 F (RD,BC,DD); three at N Shore of Cootes 
Paradise Sep 26 (LMa,LTe); 10 at Dundas 
Marsh Sep 29 (RD,CE,DD); one at St. George 
St, Brantford Sep 27 (BL).

Please send your bird records for October-
November 2012 by Jan 10 to:  Rob Dobos, 
21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H 3S1; ph: 
(905) 628-0297; e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca

Red-throated Loon. Captain Cootes Trail, RBG, Burlington. Photo by Tom Thomas.

Name that Mystery Bird!
These are the mystery birds from the December issue: 1. White-throated Sparrow by Joanne Redwood  2. Hermit 
Thrush by Tom Thomas   3. Horned Grebe by Joanne Redwood

Can you identify the three birds below?
Keep sending your identifications and guesses to the editor at hjvb@shaw.ca. 

  1      2         3



 

The Notion of Conservation
“The notion of conservation replicates the ideals that I believe in today and have believed in for most of my life. 

My family always believed stewardship of the land was something that was engrained in you, 
something you did because it was what had to be done. 

My passion for natural lands spans more than 60 years and continues today with active involvement in 
maintaining conservation lands surrounding our farm and with the Dundas Tree Keepers.

Natural evolution of the land must still be supported by careful thought, planning and love. 
Our natural landscape is a finite precious resource and each of us has a responsibility to protect it. 

The Bruce Trail Conservancy has been granted permission to cross our property in perpetuity with the 
agreement to maintain the trail. We have donated lands through the 

Foundation in hopes of ensuring others who come after us will have the same 
opportunity to appreciate, utilize and celebrate our natural environment.”

Bill Kennedy

“Midland Painted Turtles (Chrysemys picta) in northern populations may take up to five years to reach sexual maturity. Females nest from late 
May to early July, digging their nest in loamy or sandy soil in sunny areas. The clutch contains from three to fourteen eggs. Hatchlings may 

emerge in the fall but sometimes overwinter in the nest and emerge the following spring. They can survive temperatures as low as -90C, because 
they contain a biological “antifreeze” that prevents their tissues from freezing. The temperature of the nest during incubation determines the sex 

of the offspring. Some individuals live for 30 to 40 years in the wild. (from www.ontarionature.org/protect/species/reptiles_and_amphibians)
Burlington. June 23, 2012. Photo by Robert Murray.
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