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A very common winter resident in Lake Ontario, the Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) was beautifully captured here in the bronze 
reflections of the lift bridge by the Burlington Bay James N. Allen Skyway. This bird breeds in the tundra from Alaska to Labrador. 

Photo by Joanne Redwood.

© Joanne Redwood

I n  T h i s  I s s u e :
How can the Trumpeter Swan population be affected by a marina expansion?
Is enough done to make sure oil flows through Hamilton in a safe manner?

How is the Eastern Flowering Dogwood population at Spooky Hollow doing?
What is the Aerotropolis and is the plan a go?

What made the December Bird Study Group meeting unique?
What is Ontario Nature and what does it do?

plus lots more....
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 Summer. It seems like so long ago. But the longer ago it has been, the sooner it will come back.
This skipper enjoys the nectar from this Swamp Milkweed that grows in Dundas Conservation Area. June 28, 2012. Photo by Herman van Barneveld.
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Two hundred Trumpeter Swans making use of open water near LaSalle Marina, Burlington. To find out how this population could be affected by an 
expansion of LaSalle Marina, read June Hitchcox account on page 133. November 8, 2012. Photographer unknown.

The Three Prongs of Study, Appreciation, and Conservation
by Herman van Barneveld

On the back of this magazine are stated the three goals of 
the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. One of them is easy and 
enjoyable. One of them is hard work and not overly en-

joyable. And one of them is a combination. Can you guess which 
is which? 

In 2012 quite a number of outings were organized. On the next 
page you get a glimpse of what these outings were like. Don 
McLean and Kevin McLaughlin have been sharing their knowl-
edge for many years and attending their guided tours are very 
enjoyable and stimulating. 

But our ability to enjoy these outings around Hamilton are always 
under threat. We have to be constantly vigilant about any threats 
to not only our natural spaces but also the natural areas of our 
children and future immigrants. And that takes hard work and 
dedication. Please educate yourself about some potential threats 
to the environment through pipelines (page 128) - we need to 
urge city council to properly enforce safety guidelines - through 
careless urban expansion (page 137), and through a marina ex-
pansion (page 133).  Being aware of these issues and responding 
to them takes work. I appreciate all the work that is done behind 
the scenes by people who sincerely promote conservation by con-
fronting parts of our society whose only bottom line is money. 

Promoting conservation sometimes can sometimes be very thrill-
ing and exciting, for instance when either the Hamilton Natural-
ists’ Club or the Hamilton Conservation Authority is able to pro-
cure a property to prevent future development in a key location 
or when property owners ask our help in obtaining an easement 
on their property to protect valuable natural habitat. 

Kevin Kavanagh and Gregor Beck live close to Spooky Hollow 
and are involved in a study of a large population of Eastern Flow-
ering Dogwood at Spooky Hollow. The study is exciting to con-
duct and at the same time serves the conservation of a species 
that is threatened by a disease. At the same time it requires perse-
verence. They report about the study on page 129.  

And, as reliable as ever, we have the Noteworthy Birds Records, 
this time for October 2012 by Rob Dobos, the Monthly Meeting 
account by Louise Unitt and the Bird Study Group meeting ac-
count by Michael Rowlands. 

All three aims of the Club have to be coordinated and promoted. 
So please consider using your skill and abilities to join the board. 
Currently, there is a position available as Volunteer Director. 
Please contact Bill Lamond to see what that position entails if 
you are interested (for contact info see page 123).
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To All Our Members: 

We are looking for a club member to come on the board as Volunteer Director. Anyone willing and 
interested please contact past president, Bill Lamond (519 756 9546 or bill-lamond@hotmail.com)

We also need someone to help  look after the sales table of HNC shirts, caps, books, etc. at our monthly 
meetings.  We have 2 volunteers available from eastern Burlington, but they would appreciate a ride 
to evening meetings.

Longtime HNC member Don McLean (centre) led an HNC outing to explore the waterfalls of the Red Hill Creek watershed and its wonderful foliage on 
a sunny Thanksgiving Day.   The walk began along the wheelchair-accessible Peter Street Trail at the Felker’s Falls Conservation Area.  Hikers continued 

along the Bruce Trail to the Mount Albion area, where Don is seen discussing natural features of the landscape. Felker’s Falls is a 22-metre high waterfall 
on Davis Creek, a tributary of Red HIll Creek. A hidden treasure on the Niagara Escarpment, Felker’s Falls is situated close to a residential neighbourhood 
where people wouldn’t expect to find a waterfall nearby.  Hikers enjoyed many scenic vantage points, forests, gorges and ravines, along with birds such 
as Red-breasted nuthatch, White-breasted nuthatch and Brown Creeper.   Peter Street, after whom this trail was named, was a watch repair person who 
later worked as community relations director at Amity Goodwill.  He did much to raise awareness about people with disabilities before he died at the age 

of 46 in 1984.  The Felker family owned and farmed the property on which the waterfall is located for more than 140 years.  Photo by Gord McNulty. 

Kevin McLaughlin’s Lakeshore Birding Outings always brings out a good number of birders, regardless of the weather. His many years of experience 
makes him an expert from whom you can learn an awful lot. VanWagners Beach. November 17, 2012.
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B i r d  S t u d y  G r o u p  M e e t i n g  S u m m a r y  –  D e c .  2 0 1 2 

25th Anniversary Celebration, Social, Marketplace and Quiz 
by Michael Rowlands 

There were about 90 attendees at the final Bird Study 
Group (BSG) meeting for 2012 at the Burlington Seniors’ 
Centre on December 3rd. Cheryl Edgecombe opened 

the meeting with announcements of the upcoming Christmas 
Bird Count on Boxing Day and the end-of-February deadline 
for junior members to send her their lists of birds seen in 2012 
to be entered in the competition for the Ross Thompson Trophy. 

Mark Peck, ornithologist at Toronto’s Royal Ontario Museum 
(ROM), was on hand for his annual pickup of birds collected 
(and stored frozen) by BSG members during the year under 
the Club’s special permit. This year, the ROM will be preparing 
a special exhibit of species at risk, so he is particularly looking 
for specimens of diminishing aerial insectivores such as swal-
lows if anyone finds them. In other news, he mentioned that 
2014 will mark the 100th anniversary of the extinction of the 
Passenger Pigeon. Finally, Mark announced that the ROM has 
hired a new preparator, so they will soon be able to handle the 
preparation of bird and mammal specimens in house again. 

The next segment of the meeting was a presentation by your re-
porter on the first 25 years of the BSG. It was an updated version 
of a PowerPoint presentation presented to the BSG on the occa-
sion of the 20th Anniversary back in October 2006. Using one 
slide per year, the topics discussed at each monthly meeting were 
listed. I added comments about particularly interesting sessions 
or ones in the last 15 years that I had personally remembered. 

Next I talked about the various leaders of the group since its in-
ception – Bruce Duncan (who founded the BSG in September 
1986 as a sub-group of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club), Lois Ev-
ans, George Drought, Glenda Slessor, Arlene McCaw, and George 
Holland – and some of their main helpers (like Ian Smith, Rose Pe-
tersen, Dennis Lewington, Tom Crooks, and Cheryl Edgecombe). 

The various places where the BSG has met over the years were also 
described: the first 80 meetings were held at the RBG Nature Cen-
tre, then they moved to the Hamilton Public Library briefly (one 
meeting) before going to the Union Gas Building (six meetings), 
then to the Canada Centre for Inland Waters (32 meetings), to the 
RBG Centre temporarily (two meetings), then to Shaklee Canada’s 
former facility (62 meetings), and finally to the present venue, the 
Burlington Seniors’ Centre (28 meetings so far). Every time we’ve 

had to move, we’ve found a new home and made the best of it! 

In the early days of the group, there was a nature hike held instead 
of an indoor meeting in May each year, but these were finally given 
up in 1997 and each season’s meetings ended in April, letting the 
birders get out in the field for the late spring and summer months. 

Looking back on the meeting summaries, I realized that we have 
been very fortunate to be exposed to an incredible variety of in-
formation about birds: we’ve had identification sessions, equip-
ment workshops, winter feeding tips, book and magazine reviews; 
talks on academic research, the state of bird habitat preserva-
tion, and aspects of bird photography; birding trip travelogues, 
and more. We continue to be one of the largest active groups 
dedicated to bird study in Canada and perhaps North America. 

The BSG has also continued or established a number of endur-
ing traditions over the years: the awarding of the Ross Thomp-
son Trophy to the junior birder in the HNC who sees the high-
est number of bird species in the Hamilton Study Area (HSA) 
each year; the presentation of the Bird of the Year Award to the 
person(s) seeing the most unusual bird in the HSA; the annual 
early May camping trip to Point Pelee National Park to see the 
returning spring migrants; the Christmas Quiz that sharpens 
our identification skills and general birding knowledge; and the 
Members’ Night in April when our own members share their pho-
tos and stories of local birding outings or trips to faraway places. 

The BSG has functioned smoothly for its first 25 years due 
to the efforts of countless volunteers, not just the few people 
who were mentioned by name. We look forward to seeing oth-
ers stepping forward to assist with the meetings into the fu-
ture so we can celebrate our next 25 years in a similar fashion. 

A special cake was ordered for the anniversary by Frank Mor-
ley and a picture was taken of those people at the meeting who 
had also attended the very first meeting of the BSG back in 1986. 

The annual Bird Quiz just keeps getting better every year! This 
time it was prepared by brothers Giovanni and Ezra Campan-
elli and by Caleb Scholtens. It was an excellent example of an 
entertaining but educational PowerPoint with just the right bal-
ance of photographs and text. The quiz featured 25 stimulating 
questions (and five bonus questions) of varying difficulty for 
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a total possible score of 30 points. This year’s quiz required 
a general knowledge of world birds, not just local species. 

Some sample questions: Which species of bird lays the largest 
eggs compared to its body weight? (Kiwi) Which of the birds 
still alive today are mostly closely related to the Dodo – Wood 
Stork, Nicobar Pigeon, Straw-necked Ibis, or Namaqua Dove? 
(Nicobar Pigeon) To the nearest hundred, how many species 
of birds have been observed in Ontario? (500 – actual count 
was 478 in 2008; now 487 in the 2012 Ontario Bird Checklist). 

With 27 points, Brandon Holden took the adult prize; scor-
ing 25 points each, brothers Lukian and Zakhar Husak 
took the junior prize. The young quizmasters were each re-
cipients of a gift card for their stellar efforts in researching, 
compiling and presenting another challenging brainteaser. 

During the break for holiday socializing, we enjoyed shade-
grown coffee, tea, juice and cider as well as the anniver-

sary cake and other delicious baked goods and snacks that 
BSG members had donated for the refreshment table. There 
were also several tables at which books, calendars and HNC 
merchandise were all available for sale as holiday gifts. 

After the break and to wrap up the meeting, Frank Morley 
asked the group for their birding highlights of the year. For 
some brave birders, it was the phenomenal day at the beach 
after Hurricane Sandy (October 30th) when Wilson’s Storm-
Petrel and Leach’s Storm-Petrel were both seen – life birds for 
the lucky ones who were there! For others, it was a Kirtland’s 
Warbler, a Townsend’s Solitaire, a Northern Wheatear, or a leu-
cistic American Robin. It was certainly an eventful year in the 
Hamilton Study Area and everyone went home happy, knowing 
that our members had spent another active and fulfilling year 
watching the feathered creatures that we all love – the birds we 
want to protect for future generations to enjoy as much as we do. 

Junior Naturalists Activities
by Brian Wylie, Jr. Nats Coordinator

 The Junior Nats held a Christmas Bird Count on December 22nd centered on the RBG Nature Center. Discussions were 
held to show the importance of bird counts in giving snap-shots of bird populations, variety and possible trends over time. A 
PowerPoint slide show introduced everyone to common local birds and RBG specialties like the Bald Eagle. 

 A good variety of land birds, such as Winter Wren and White-throated Sparrow were found on the sheltered hillsides. The 
open water this winter on Cootes Paradise allowed us to see diving ducks like Bufflehead and Hooded Merganser as well as a large 
number (85) of Northern Shoveler.

 We wrapped up the count back at the Nature Center where we tallied the results, compared them to past counts and 
discussed reasons for the varying results over the years. An enjoyable morning was finished off with  hot chocolate and treats while 
we fed the resident turtles on display.

Frank Morley (2nd from left) and the original Bird Study Group members show off the celebratory cake. 
Dec. 3, 2012. Burlington. Photo by Michael Rowlands.
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Tar Sands Pipeline Reprise
Reprinted from Citizens at City Hall (CATCH), Nov. 20, 2012. 

The on-again off-again Enbridge request to speak to 
councillors is on again this week just as the Gen-
eral Issues Committee considers multiple actions 

that the company is unlikely to applaud. Enbridge has now 
formally notified the National Energy Board (NEB) that 
it wants to ship diluted bitumen from Alberta’s tar sands 
through its 37-year-old Line 9 pipeline that cuts across 
rural Hamilton on its way between Sarnia and Montreal.

That’s the opposite of what the company was saying last month 
after it withdrew its application to speak in public in favour of pri-
vately lobbying individual councillors. That shift was slammed by 
Maria Pearson at the October 17 committee meeting that heard 
from eight citizen delegations opposed to the company’s plans.

At the same meeting, Lloyd Ferguson told the citizens and 
his council colleagues that Enbridge had assured him it had 
no plans to send bitumen through Line 9. The Ancaster coun-
cillor apparently hadn’t been told that Enbridge had sent a 
letter last October 11 to the NEB reversing that assurance.

Line 9 was constructed in 1975 and has been used for most of 
the subsequent period to transport imported crude oil westward 
to Sarnia and other refineries for conversion into various petro-
leum products. It has been idle for more than a year as Enbridge 
has pursued permission to reverse the direction of those flows.

Initially that reversal was only sought for the pipe section 
from Sarnia to the village of Westover in Flamborough where 
Enbridge operates a pipeline hub, and it only involved crude oil 
shipments. The October 11 letter promises an application in “late 
fall” to the NEB to reverse flows from Westover to Montreal and 
to allow the option of pushing diluted bitumen through the line.

That’s been the flashpoint of opposition – initially by First 
Nations, Environmental Defence and the Association of Pipe-
line Landowners at a June NEB hearing – and more recently 
by the Council of Canadians, Environment Hamilton and the 
Hamilton 350 Committee on climate change. Many of these 
groups gathered this past weekend at a “Tar Sands Come to 
Ontario” conference in Toronto that was addressed by Coun-
cil of Canadians president Maude Barlow and representa-
tives of indigenous peoples from British Columbia, Sarnia 
and the Confederacy Council of Six Nations of the Grand.

In addition to hearing the Enbridge representative, Wednesday 
morning’s meeting also considered a multi-part motion from 
Brian McHattie that seeks information from both the NEB and 

Enbridge and calls for a full federal environmental assessment 
of the Line 9 plans. It also would seek the Provincial Govern-
ment’s help in convincing the feds to require the assessment.

Hamilton will need all the assistance it can get in this request 
after the Harper government re-wrote the Canadian Environ-
mental Assessment Act in the spring omnibus bill in an appar-
ent attempt to exempt pipeline projects. The fall omnibus bill, 
now on a fast-track through Parliament, also exempts them 
from the Navigable Waters Protection Act and removes all but 
a handful of rivers and lakes, mostly in Conservative-held rid-
ings, from the legislation. While Line 9 crosses every major 
stream emptying into Lake Ontario and Lake Erie, the new 
Navigable Waters Act leaves the Trent River and canal system 
as the only waterway in its path that’s still covered. The danger 
of a bitumen spill affecting Ontario drinking water supplies 
is a major concern of opponents of Enbridge’s applications.

The motion asks staff to explore how council might intervene 
in NEB hearings, and to ask the federal regulator for “impartial 
information on the corrosiveness of diluted bitumen as compared 
to ordinary crude oil and implications for pipeline safety, includ-
ing possible spills” as well as “a comparison between the Kalam-
azoo River pipeline characteristics and the Line 9A/9 pipeline”.

That’s a reference to a massive July 2010 rupture of the 
Enbridge pipeline across Michigan that supplies diluted bitu-
men to Sarnia and that polluted more than 60 kilometres of 
the Kalamazoo River. The spill earned the company severe 
criticism and large fines from US regulators, and its cleanup 
is still incomplete despite expenditures of over $800 million.
The proposed motion seeks info from Enbridge on the “results 
of the pipeline ‘integrity digs’ conducted on Line 9 in Flambo-
rough” that the company has refused to divulge. And it asks 
“how Enbridge can assist in monitoring drinking water wells” 
and what emergency response plan it has to deal with spills. 

Another part of the motion directs city emergency response 
staff to report on how they would handle a diluted bitu-
men spill “including how a response and cleanup would 
be funded”. At the October 17 meeting, one of the sug-
gestions from resident Janet Chafe was requiring a billion 
dollar bond so Hamilton won’t be saddled with the same 
messes some of our former industries bequeathed to the city. 

There’s a free subscription to all CATCH articles by just emailing 
info@hamiltoncatch.org.
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Flowers of an Eastern Flowering Dogwood are striking in size and beauty, 
but they can be easily missed while walking right underneath; they tend 

to grow at the tips of the highest branches, blending in with the sky. 
May 16, 2012. Photo by Gregor Beck.

HNC volunteers collecting data in monitoring plots at Spooky Hollow. 
Sept.11, 2012. Photo by Jen Baker.

Experimental Approaches to Recovering Eastern Flower-
ing Dogwood (Cornus florida) at the Spooky Hollow Nature 
Sanctuary 
by Kevin Kavanagh and Gregor Beck, Project Ecologists 

As many of the dedicated volunteers and visitors to the 
Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary are well aware, the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club’s (HNC) spectacular Norfolk 

County reserve supports a significant population of Eastern Flow-
ering Dogwood. This small, but spectacularly beautiful Carolin-
ian tree produces an iconic spring display of white flowers typical 
of southern woodlands. In recognition of the beauty and signifi-
cance of this Carolinian species, Norfolk County incorporated 
the Eastern Flowering Dogwood flower within its official coat-
of-arms in 2005 and as the dominant image on its flag in 2006. 

Eastern Flowering Dogwood, however, is much less common now 
than it used to be, and in 2007 was listed by the Committee on the 
Status of Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) as endangered. A seri-
ous new disease in North America known as Dogwood Anthrac-
nose had spread throughout the range of this species in recent de-
cades and the infliction continues to weaken and kill many trees. 
Dogwoods growing in shade are most susceptible to attack and 
since the species grows commonly in the understory of decidu-
ous Carolinian forests many trees have succumbed to the disease. 

With the diversity of habitats found at the property, the HNC rec-
ognized early on that an opportunity presented itself to evaluate 
and monitor populations of Flowering Dogwood and other spe-
cies at risk at the Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary. Not only were 
there Flowering Dogwoods in the old-growth Carolinian wood-

lands in the southern portion of the property, but there were also 
numerous younger specimens establishing themselves within co-
nifer plantation areas and the clearings of the north tract. These 
expanding clearings in the north tract have been created over 
the last decade by Club volunteers in an effort to re-establish 
more typical Carolinian oak savanna habitat in the upland ar-
eas of the property. So, with established populations in both the 
southern and northern tracts of the property, the HNC had a per-
fect opportunity to experiment and evaluate forest management 
and recovery techniques which aimed to improve the health of 
Eastern Flowering Dogwoods and some other species at risk. 

The work in the north tract over the past 10 years is proving in-
valuable not only for re-establishing savanna habitat at Spooky 
Hollow, but also in helping to diversify lands which more recently 
had been conifer plantation with lower biological diversity (“bio-
diversity”). The thinning is increasing the diversity of the site, and 
is also allowing more light and air circulation to reach the dog-
woods – key ingredients thought to be helpful in reducing the 
impact of anthracnose. Concurrent with the thinning of the plan-
tation, the Club has been monitoring the populations of Eastern 
Flowering Dogwoods and other at-risk plant species for five years 
thanks to funding from the Ministry of Natural Resource’s Spe-
cies at Risk Stewardship Fund and Environment Canada’s Habitat 
Stewardship Program. Initial surveys in 2009-2010 suggested a 
population of dogwoods in the low hundreds, but the expanded 
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surveys and monitoring undertaken in 2011 and 2012 have found 
that the Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary is home to a much 
larger population than previously believed. To date, nearly 1,300 
dogwoods have been located, tagged and assessed for size, health 
and flowering activity. Not unexpectedly, the population in the 
north tract is skewed to smaller saplings with only a limited num-
ber of trees mature enough to be flowering and fruiting so far. 

The Flowering Dogwood work not only enumerates the num-
ber of trees, it is also looking into the effectiveness of various 
forest management techniques which may be beneficial to the 
recovery of the species, such as prescribed burns, thinning of 
the conifer plantation and removal of invasive exotic species. 
As described in the May 2012 issue of The Wood Duck, an ex-
perimental prescribed burn was conducted in two areas at the 
Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary in March 2012 to help deter-
mine if this technique could benefit dogwood and other native 
savanna species. Over the past summer, tagged dogwoods in 
and adjacent to these burn areas were monitored to determine 
their initial response to the fire. Not unexpectedly, patches where 
the fire was intense generally resulted in young dogwood stems 
dying back, but by summer’s end most of these plants had re-
sprouted vigorously from the roots. In other areas, where the 
prescribed burn was less intense, the dogwood stems survived 
the heat and competing vegetation was reduced by the burn – 
a combination of events which definitely appears to be favour-
ing the recovery of dogwoods. Increased efforts in the last two 
years to control competing invasive exotic plant species, such 
as Autumn Olive, Common Buckthorn and Multiflora Rose, 
are also proving beneficial to helping the dogwood population. 

The severe drought that gripped Norfolk County and surround-
ing areas in summer 2012 proved to be a confounding factor in 
evaluating the effect of thinning the conifer plantations and the 
prescribed burn. While the drought was an additional stress on 
the trees, most appear to have weathered these adverse condi-
tions reasonably well. As with Eastern Flowering Dogwoods 
throughout the region, the extreme weather conditions appear 
to have stimulated the trees to produce many more flower buds 
for the coming spring than in typical years so 2013 may be a ban-
ner year for dogwood blooms in the region. More importantly, 
this will hopefully mean that a good seed crop will follow next 
autumn. Even though the Flowering Dogwood population in 
the north tract at Spooky Hollow remains relatively young, the 
large trees growing in the clearings are especially well laden with 
flower buds compared to those growing in heavier shade, perhaps 
demonstrating already the benefit of opening the pine canopy. 

One additional aspect of the projects bears special mention, 
namely the all-important volunteer component and involvement 
of community, club and university partners. HNC members have 
been active not only in thinning of the conifer plantations over 
the years, but also in their very active role in helping to monitor 
vegetation plots at the site. Additional volunteer assistance was 
also received in 2011 and 2012 from Norfolk Field Naturalists’ 
Club members who helped monitor weather conditions around 
the time of the prescribed burn. Finally, the HNC has been ex-
cited to have had the active engagement of students and facul-
ty from McMaster University’s Biology Department who have 
been assisting in mapping and monitoring of the Eastern Flow-
ering Dogwood population (stay tuned for upcoming articles). 

The work being undertaken at Spooky Hollow Nature Sanc-
tuary on Eastern Flowering Dogwood and other species at 
risk is exciting and ever evolving. The HNC looks forward 
to the continued habitat restoration work at Spooky Hol-
low and further evaluation of techniques which we hope will 
help recover the population of this and other species at risk. 

Jen Baker, Gregor Beck, and Warren Beacham discussing the best course 
of action in regards to the dogwoods. Spooky Hollow Nature Sancturary. 

Sept.5, 2012. Photo by Herman van Barneveld

Kevin Kavanagh shows how to recognize anthractose on Eastern Flowering 
Dogwood. Sept.5, 2012. Photo by Herman van Barneveld.
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Ontario Nature: Protecting Ontario’s Wild Species and Wild 
Spaces 
by Louise Unitt

Caroline Schultz, our speaker at the HNC‘s December 10 
general meeting, has held the post of Executive Director 
at Ontario Nature for the past seven years. She previous-

ly spent ten years as the Canadian Nature Federation’s Director 
of Conservation, where she oversaw national advocacy initiatives 
and science and stewardship programs. Caroline has acted as con-
sultant on a variety of environmental projects, and has sat on the 
boards of directors for several environmental organizations. As 
chair of BirdLife International’s Regional Council of the Ameri-
cas for over four years, she helped develop and lead a partnership 
of international agencies working to conserve birds and biodiver-
sity in the western hemisphere. Caroline holds a degree in botany 
from Dublin’s Trinity College, a Master of Science degree in ecol-
ogy from the University of Toronto, and a Master of Management 
degree in voluntary sector leadership from McGill University. 

Before going on to describe Ontario Nature’s programs, Caroline 
discussed the role of biodiversity in the ecosystem. Climate regula-
tion, flood and erosion control, pollination, water purification and 
carbon dioxide absorption all depend on biodiversity. It is also vital 
for the production of food, fuel and medicines. Less quantifiable, 
but extremely important to our well-being, are such non-material 
benefits as peace and tranquility, recreation and aesthetic values. 

Why are we losing biodiversity? Caroline pointed to six interre-
lated factors, of which a rapidly changing climate is our great-
est challenge. We have all noticed Carolinian birds and mam-
mals (the Virginia Opossum comes to mind) edging northward, 
an option that is unavailable to trees and other plants. Biodi-
versity is also influenced by habitat loss, invasive alien spe-
cies, pollution, population growth and unsustainable use. On-
tario’s ecological footprint is the fourth largest in the world. If 
the rest of the world had a comparable lifestyle, it would re-
quire the resources of four planets to support humanity! We 
have a quarter of a million lakes and 1,210 km. of coastline. 
Our waterways contain a third of the world’s fresh water. The 
size of our province and the scale of its features only add to the 
scope and complexity of protecting its natural infrastructure. 

Ontario Nature’s stated mission is to protect Ontario’s wild spe-
cies and wild spaces through conservation, education and public 

engagement. Through a province-wide association of groups and 
individuals known as the Nature Network, ON represents 30,000 
members and supporters, including 144 community conservation 
groups. The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club was one of five founding 
clubs. Many of Ontario Nature’s initiatives would not have been 
possible without the help and support of Nature Network groups. 

Restoring Ontario’s biodiversity is a multifaceted endeavour 
that encompasses life on every level, from species to landscape. 

The goal of ON’s Biodiversity Strategy is to ensure that “By 2020, 
at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and aquatic systems are con-
served through well connected networks of protected areas and 
other effective area-based conservation measures.” The Strategy 
is composed of three segments: Science and Stewardship, Advo-
cacy, and Land and Water Protection. Science and Stewardship 
concerns our conservation actions, including alliances with land-
owners. Advocacy deals with legislation and policy. The focus 
of Land and Water Protection is to permanently protect natu-
ral landscapes. All three elements of the Strategy are buttressed 
by ON’s Education and Outreach program, which is crucial to 

success. Ontario’s species of conservation concern are primarily 
concentrated in the Great Lakes and southern deciduous forest 
ecoregions—places where human impact is the greatest. Today’s 
count of at risk species stands at 212 and is rising every year. The 
majority of our reptiles are under threat, with seven of our eight 
turtle species currently designated at risk. Only the Midland 
Painted Turtle is not listed. In a long-lived species like the Snap-
ping Turtle, reproduction rates are low, hence replacement is slow. 

(continued on page 134: Ontario Nature)

Snapping Turtle. Joe Crowley.
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Every Sunday (including holiday weekends), 2-3:30 p.m.. Get Back to Nature Hikes at RBG. Free (donations welcome). 
NOTE: Our trails are rocky and muddy. Baby carriers work well, most trails are not suitable for strollers, except those 
designed for off-sidewalk use. Dress for the weather and meet your leader at the locations below. In the event of in-
clement weather, call our Program Update Line at 905-527-1158, ext. 404; cancellation messages are posted by 1 pm 
1st Sunday of every month: Hendrie Valley; meet at Cherry Hill Gate      2nd: Princess Point; meet at the parking lot
3rd: Cootes North Shore; meet at the Nature Centre    4th: Cootes South Shore; meet at the Aviary parking lot on Oak 
Knoll Drive, Hamilton      5th: Rock Chapel; meet at the parking lot.
Alternating Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. (unless otherwise noted) Home-Schoolers Afternoons: ages 4-12, and 13-17. Fee: $7.50. 
Please see www.rbg.ca for schedule and to pre-register, or call 905-527-1158 ext 270.

Feb 9, 2013, 11:00 am, WINTER HAWKS AND OWLS HIKE. Ken and Angie have led very successful excursions in 
Haldimand County. Birds sighted are Bald Eagle, Rough-legged and Red-tailed Hawks, American Kestrel, Snowy Owl, 
White-winged Crossbills, Pine Siskins and Snow Buntings as well as flocks of Wild Turkeys. Bring a lunch and meet at 
Tim Horton’s in Hagersville. This outing will go all afternoon. In the event of stormy weather it will be postponed to 
Sunday, February 10th. For information contact leader Ken or Angie Williams 905-870-8584 or kenang@bell.net 

Sun. Feb 10 – THE NIAGARA ESCARPMENT BIOSPHERE, 10 YEAR REVIEW. Cecil Louis, Niagara Escarpment Com-
missioner. The Bruce Duncan Memorial Lecture Series is held in the Hamilton Waterfront Trust Auditorium on Discov-
ery Lane on Sunday afternoons from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Followed by light refreshments. Cost - $ 3;00 per person.

Feb 11, 2013, 7:30 pm. MONTHLY MEETING: 20 YEARS IN RESTORATION ECOLOGY with Mary E. Gartshore. This 
richly-illustrated, non-technical presentation will explore a suite of ecological restoration projects spanning 20 years 
and show how biodiversity is conserved and enhanced over time. Mary will share the interesting and wonderful sur-
prises discovered along the way.
Mary grew up on the family farm in the Dundas Valley near Hamilton. After taking an Hons. Zoology degree from 
University of Guelph in 1973 Mary lived in Africa for a few years, teaching and carrying out biological surveys in parks 
and protected areas. She did similar work after returning to Canada and in 1990, with partner Peter Carson, opened 
Pterophylla, a native plant nursery and restoration business. Currently Mary is part owner and manager of St. Wil-
liams Nursery and Ecology Centre (SWNEC) a facility that evolved out of Canada’s oldest tree nursery, the St. Williams 
Forestry Station. Royal Botanical Gardens, Main Center, 680 Plains Road West, Burlington.

Feb 16, 7-9 pm. “Battle” of the Paleo-Titans. Hear Dr. Phil Manning, University of Manchester, Dr. Donald Henderson, 
Royal Tyrrell Museum in Alberta, and Dr. David Evans, Royal Ontario Museum, debate dinosaurs! Fee: $12 (family rate 
$30). RBG Centre, 680 Plains Road West.

Feb 21, 7-9 pm. Hunting Dinosaurs in the 21st Century. Internationally renowned dinosaur hunter Phil Manning, Uni-
versity of Manchester, reveals his research on the “titans”. Great opportunity to hear from a pioneering palaeontolo-
gist. Fee: $18. RBG Centre, 680 Plains Road West.

Feb 25, 2013, 7:30 pm. BIRD STUDY GROUP MEETING. The speaker this evening is Brandon Holden and the talk is 
simply titled: “Superstorm Sandy”. Burlington Senior’s Centre, Auditorium B, 2285 New Street, Burlington. 

One of the re-introduced Trumpeter Swans or its offspring spreading its wings. Photo by Carol Croke.
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Mar 11, 20113, 7:30 pm. MONTHLY MEETING: FROM ALASKA TO CENTRAL AMERICA: HIGHLIGHTS FROM A DECADE 
OF FIELDWORK. Matt Timpf will describe some of the research projects he has assisted with over the past decade. You 
will hear about the breeding biology of various study species, as well as the different techniques he’s used to conduct 
fieldwork. In addition to birds he will also share his experiences with the many interesting and exciting creatures and 
people he has encountered on his adventures.
Matt Timpf was encouraged from an early age to appreciate and explore the natural history of his surroundings. Grow-
ing up in the Long Point area was the perfect place to foster this relationship, and it helped prepare him for a career as 
a field biologist. He graduated from Queen’s University with a Bachelor of Science, majoring in Biology. For a good part 
of the past decade Matt has been doing bird fieldwork throughout North and Central America. He currently resides in 
Southern Ontario and is an active volunteer at the Ruthven Park banding station.

Mar (14-21), 2013 To Be Determined LONG POINT WATERFOWL OUTING Based on interest and availability, we may 
have another outing by bus to Long Point. Contact Bill Lamond. bill-lamond@hotmail.com

Mar 18, 2013, 7:30 pm. BIRD STUDY GROUP MEETING. Burlington Senior’s Centre, Auditorium B, 2285 New Street, 
Burlington. Birding with a Purpose: making your observations count with eBird by Mike Burrell

Mar 29, 2013.  OPEN HOUSE BEAMER MEMORIAL CA Come and join Mike Street at the annual open house for raptor 
watching at Beamer Memorial Conservation Authority. This annual event has taken place for the past 24 years. Bring 
binoculars. By day’s end, birders will probably have sighted up to 2,000 birds. There will also be live bird presentations. 
Contact: Mike Street (905) 648-3737

Wintering Site for Trumpeter Swans at Risk Due to LaSalle 
Marina Development Proposal. Action Requested!
by June Hitchcox

Trumpeter Swans (see photo on previous page) have disappeared from Ontario since 1886 due to hunting.  Beginning in 1982, 
a dedicated group of volunteers reintroduced this species to Ontario. Currently, there are over 800 of Trumpeter Swans in 
Ontario, with about 200 of them over-wintering in the waters around LaSalle Marina in Hamilton Harbour. You will recog-

nize a Trumpeter Swan by its completely black bill and, especially, by its loud, trumpeting call. It is the largest of all North American 
waterfowl. The LaSalle site is perfect for them – the water is no deeper than 4 feet, allowing them to stretch their long necks to the 
bottom for aquatic plants and insects;  wave-action that prevents the water from freezing; and a beach that allows them the required 
time they need to rest.  Since 1993, the marina at LaSalle has removed the 130 docks every fall just as these swans start to arrive. The 
docks are reinstalled in the early spring, just as the swans leave for their nesting grounds in Ontario. This is perfect timing – a prime 
example of how people and wildlife can live together. 

 However, new plans are afoot to build a permanent wave-break across the entire section of that bay where the swans overwinter to 
install permanent, year-round docks with 340 slips.  Because of the lack of wave-action the water will freeze over. This means that 
food for the swans will become hard to come by.  Having permanent docks for 340 boats will push the Swans into a very confined 
space with early and late-season boaters making it dangerous and noisy for the swans. More traffic on the beach will disrupt their 
need for sufficient daytime rest.  There are other spots for new Marinas that would leave this precious spot just as is.  You may think 
that this has nothing to do with you; however, think again.  If these delightful swans are put at risk of surviving the winter at LaSalle, 
you won’t see and enjoy them there or you won't find them nesting by Ontario lakes near your cottage in the summer.  

Please let your voice heard. Send an email  to Bev Kingdon at bev.ki@sympatico.ca  to show your support for her fight against 
the expansion, or write about your concern to Mr. Rick Goldring, Mayor, City Hall; PO 5013; Burlington, ON; L7R 3Z6.
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Ontario Nature (cont. from page 131)
Despite rapidly declining populations and an ESA (Endangered 
Species Act) listing of special concern, it is legal to hunt this 
turtle in Ontario. ON has urged the government to rule against 
this unsustainable hunt. Numerous submissions to the Minis-
try of Natural Resources (MNR), including an 11,000-signa-
ture petition, failed to convince the government to take action. 

Because of limitations in the ESA that was enacted in 1971, Ontar-
io Nature teamed up with like-minded groups to campaign for its 
replacement. When a new Act was passed in 2007, it was hailed as 
a ground-breaking piece of legislation. Within it are mechanisms 
to minimize social and economic impact. For example, the Act has 
the flexibility to compensate landowners for productivity losses, 
thereby creating a “net overall benefit” and preventing a coun-
terproductive backlash against endangered species. However, the 
Province has now reneged on its own habitat protection legisla-
tion. In an attempt to gut the Act of its most powerful elements, 

the government sought to bury proposed changes in a 350-page 
budget bill. ON’s response was to call for an independent review 
to ensure that the government honours its commitment. After a 
tough campaign, ON won a reprieve, thanks largely to demands 
by its member clubs that the Premier not tamper with the Act. 

Caroline has found a joint effort to be the most effective way to 
pursue conservation goals. In league with other environmental 
organizations, ON has been working to lighten the footprint 
of the aggregate industry throughout the province. In collabo-
ration with stakeholders from the farming, industrial, con-
servation and government sectors, ON strives for a balance by 
which it can achieve its aims without loss of livelihoods. As an 
example, Caroline cited efforts to protect two grassland breed-
ers-- Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark. At ON’s urging, the 
government brought stakeholders together to devise a strategy 

for safeguarding the birds’ habitat while avoiding negative im-
pacts on farmers. ON agreed to MNR’s three-year exemption for 
farmers from mandatory habitat protection, to give stakehold-
ers time to develop a conservation plan acceptable to all. Much 
to Caroline’s disappointment, the government expanded the ex-
emption to include development projects, thus opening the door 
to industrial development on the habitat of threatened songbirds. 

The planet’s largest land-based carbon reservoir is the bo-
real forest, much of which has been cut down or fragmented. 
Most of the remaining intact forest is found in Canada’s bo-
real, which makes up more than half of Ontario’s landmass. 
ON’s boreal program is dedicated to the protection of this re-
gion, which faces multiple threats from human activity such 
as logging, mining, hydro dams and transmission corridors. A 
healthy ecosystem is vital to both people and animals. Among 
the region’s varied wildlife are three billion birds belong-
ing to 300 species, including vast congregations of shore-

birds and waterfowl that stage and breed on coastal lowlands. 

Boreal wildlife is also characterized by megafauna—Polar Bears in 
the far north, wide-ranging Wolverines and Woodland Caribou. 
The latter have been the most adversely affected by development 
and logging. So sensitive are these forest dwellers to timber har-
vesting and road building activity that they are listed as nationally 
threatened. Existing parks are too small to support an average Car-
ibou population, which requires a home range of 9,000 to 20,000 
sq. km. Since 1950, the Caribou’s range has receded northward 
at a rate of 30 km. per decade, in lockstep with the expansion of 
commercial logging. Scientists predict that, unless effective action 
is taken, these symbols of Canada’s northern boreal forests could 
disappear from Ontario’s landscape by the end of the century. 

Ontario Nature is leading the implementation of the Canadian 

Ontario Nature 75th anniversary gala at the Royal Ontario Museum. 
Nov. 14, 2006. Photo by Vanessa Denov. 

Gray Conehead and Monarch Butterfly. Stone Road Alvar, Pelee Island. 
Photographer: April Mathies. 
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Boreal Forest Agreement (CBFA), a historic agreement between 
environmental non-governmental organizations and leading 
forest companies. Its purpose is twofold: to ensure the adoption 
of sustainable forestry practices in northwestern Ontario, and to 
complete a system of protected areas for Woodland Caribou. An 
interconnected system of habitat cores and corridors needs to be 
in place before any further resource extraction is approved. In 
protecting and enlarging Woodland Caribou habitat, we will also 
be securing the future for boreal-nesting songbirds and other 
wildlife.  

The Far North Act was passed in order to set aside conservation 
areas on First Nations territorial lands, but misunderstandings 
arose among as to its implementation and intent. In discussions 
with local residents, ON’s approach has been to focus on an issue 
of critical concern to them--food security. Logging and mining 
operations limit have reduced the availability of traditional forest 
foods such as berries and mushrooms, while driving off the 
Moose on which the people have relied for centuries. First Nations 
have responded favourably to the need for land conservation 
to safeguard their food sources. ON’s latest land acquisition 
comes courtesy of the HNC’s own Dennis and Gwen Lewington. 
Situated on the southern Bruce Peninsula, their generous 125-
acre donation of is about to become ON’s 24th property. 

Atlases are an invaluable tool for informing conservation pri-
orities and actions. Ontario Nature and member clubs have long 
been involved in survey and inventory work. The Breeding Bird 
Atlas, and the Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas are multi-
year projects that rely on observations by volunteers. More than 
40% of the world’s amphibians and 18 of our 24 reptiles are at risk. 
Reporting on these vulnerable groups will soon be facilitated by 
an iPhone app, due for release this year. Users will be able to up-
load their reports onto ON’s data base. The app will include a field 

guide to facilitate identification. Thanks to the Ontario Govern-
ment’s Species at Risk Fund, an android version is in the works. 

(continued on page 139: Ontario Nature) 

The board walks at Petrel Point, Red Bay, make this reserve easy to access 
and protects the rare coastal wetland. Petrel Point Nature Reserve. 

Photo by Lisa Richardson.

Nature Guardians 2011 Youth Summit for Biodiversity and Sustainable Living. 
YMCA Camp Cedar Glen, Schomberg. 

September, 2011.  Photographer: Brendan Toews

Orange-crowned Warbler. Sedgewick Park, Oakville. Jan. 5, 2013.
Photo by Ken Newcombe.



The Wood Duck - February, 2013Page 136

Volunteer Positions Available at the Giant’s Rib Discovery Centre
The Giant’s Rib Discovery Centre (GRDC) is a not-for-profit organization promoting uses of the Niagara Escarpment 

that will ensure retention of its natural state for future generations. Our public programs interpret the Niagara 
Escarpment through geographical, geological, historical, agricultural, and cultural experiences.
The GRDC Board of Directors, the Centre itself and its programs are run entirely by volunteers. 

We are currently looking for volunteers for the following positions:

1) Coordinator, Bruce Duncan Memorial Lecture Series (D)
2) Coordinator, Volunteers (D)

3) Coordinator, Marketing and Communications (D)
4) Coordinator, New programs/workshops (D)

5) Coordinator, Awards Recognition Program (D)
6) Interpretive Hike leaders (weekends)

7) Interpretive Centre Volunteers (weekends)
8) Volunteers for subcommittees (fundraising etc.)

(“D” denotes Director position) Detailed descriptions may be found at www.giantsrib.ca

Summary of Positions
To move forward in a positive direction and grow to meet our potential, the GRDC is looking for individuals 

enthusiastic about the Niagara Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve, its preservation and interpretation to the 
public. Volunteers receive free entry to the Dundas Valley Conservation Area and assistance with transportation 

may be available. Co-ordinator positions may also be asked to attend monthly Directors meetings, and are asked, if 
available, to volunteer a shift each month at the Centre, although it is not a requirement.

About the GRDC
The Giant's Rib Discovery Centre tells the story of the Niagara Escarpment through interpretation at the Centre 
on weekends and through our public outreach programs. These include a weekend Arts and Photography Series 

featuring a local artist each month, guided interpretive hikes, the Bruce Duncan Memorial Lecture Series, and we 
offer a Grade 4 curriculum-based Rocks and Minerals unit to elementary schools free of charge.

We require interpretive volunteers to work half-days on weekends at the Centre (located within the Dundas Valley 
Conservation Area at 650 Governor’s Road in Dundas) and co-ordinators to manage public programs and support 
our annual fundraiser in June. Below you will find detailed descriptions outlining specific details of the positions.

If you are interested in any of these positions, or if you have a specific skill set you feel may assist us, please contact 
Chris Hamilton at chamilton@giantsrib.ca

Probable Bay-breasted Warbler. Sedgewick Park, Oakville. Jan. 4, 
2013.

Yellow-rumped Warbler. Sedgewick Park, Oakville. Jan. 4, 2013.
Photo by Ken Newcombe.
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City Retreating on Aerotropolis
Reprinted from Citizens at City Hall (CATCH), Jan 06, 2013

The consultant defending the city’s aerotropolis plans at the 
Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) has reduced the amount 
of land that he believes is defensible. Two citizen groups 

and a group of large landowners are both challenging the size 
of the proposed 1852 hectare (4574 acres) boundary expansion.

The controversial expansion onto farmland in and around the 
airport – the largest in Hamilton’s history – is the topic of a public 
meeting at city hall on January 9 before formal OMB hearings be-
gin on January 14. But witness statements and replies going back 
and forth since November between the city and the other parties 
to the hearings already indicate a shift in the city’s position.

The boundary expansion has a number of components including 
the 591 hectare Mount Hope airport, an extra 138 ha designated 
for “future airport expansion”, and a proposed airport employ-
ment growth district covering 828 hectares of developable land. 
City council tacked on an additional 40 hectares for development 
when it approved the expansion eight days before the 2010 mu-
nicipal elections, while woodlots, wetlands and other protected 
natural features make up the remaining 262 hectares (see table).

Antony Lorius of Hemson Consulting has been hired by the city 
to defend the expansion and is arguing the neither the airport or 
airport expansion zones require justification, nor does 20 percent 
of the developable lands that he says will be required for roads, 
sidewalks and other city services. That leaves 662 hectares of “net 
developable land” for industrial growth to 2031 plus the 40 hect-
ares added by council that Lorius was expected to support.

But in his latest statement, Lorius says only 575 “net develop-
able hectares” are required to accommodate industrial expansion 
forecast to occur by 2031. That position appears to abandon at 
least 127 hectares (314 acres) of the proposed expansion. Lorius 
says the change corrects a calculation error in his earlier reports 
that had backed the 662 ha.

The two citizen groups fighting the boundary expansion – 

Environment Hamilton and Hamiltonians for Progressive 
Development – argue there are a lot more errors in city 
calculations. And they appear to have an ally in a developer group 
composed of six owners of large properties inside the aerotropolis 
who claim their lands are “better suited for residential uses”. 

The planners representing these developers have done a detailed 
examination of Hamilton’s actual absorption of industrial land 
since 2004 and found it averaged less than 20 hectares per year. At 
that rate, the city still has 33 years of vacant land in its greenfield 
business parks alone, and even if there is a 50 percent jump in 
absorption rate, there would still be a 22-year supply.

In making their calculations, these planners accepted the city’s 
numbers for currently available land, and counted last year’s 
Maple Leaf and Navistar developments in the North Glanbrook 
business park in the absorption rate averages. Provincial rules re-
quire the city to have a 20-year supply, but the planners say ap-
proval of the aerotropolis would result in something between a 45 
and a 69 year supply.

Witness statements filed on behalf of the citizen groups say the 
bayfront area has far more available land than the one percent 
alleged by the city, and contend that the airport expansion zone 
is unjustifiable. They are also challenging the city’s use of the “net 
developable” approach instead of the full area they say must be 
justified according to provincial anti-sprawl rules.

The OMB hearings start Monday, January 14 at 10 am in the Al-
bion Room of the Convention Centre. 

The HNC is a participant in the hearing and supports the posi-
tion of Environment Hamilton and Hamiltonians for Progressive 
Development.  We will also be expressing our concerns about the 
impacts of development to the headwaters of three watersheds 
and the impacts this can cause far downstream.

There’s a free subscription to all CATCH articles by just emailing 
info@hamiltoncatch.org.

Come Birding with the Larks 

We are a group of friends from Dundas, Hamilton, Burlington and Oakville,(mostly ladies), who go out birding every 
week, (usually on a Monday morning, but also on other days, if there are special birds reported).

If you would like to join us, please contact Elaine Serena  at (905) 639 2702 or preferably e-mail:  eserena@cogeco.ca



The Wood Duck - February, 2013Page 138

Summary of the Minutes of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
Board Meeting, December 6, 2012
By Joyce Litster

Items Discussed

Mike Street addressed the December Board Meeting and discussed three topics.

1) The proposed wave break at LaSalle Marina and the effect this would likely have on the Trumpeter Swans that winter 
there. There is concern that the wave break would allow the water to freeze in the winter, and the hard work that has gone 
into restoring the swans to Ontario could be jeopardized. 

2) The proposed Niagara wind farm will be placed on land that is much more highly populated than that at the Leamington 
wind farm. The turbines will be twice as tall and the blades twice as long as those at Leamington. If the windfarm is located 
near the escarpment, the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch may be able to oppose it, but if it is farther away, there may be noth-
ing that they can do. Mike will keep us informed.

3) The Hamilton Falconwatch is in a state of flux at the moment. Audrey Gamble has retired as the co-ordinator and Mike has 
taken over temporarily. Falconwatch needs more volunteers and more funding, from donations and from grants, which are 
getting harder to come by.

Website Renewal:  Peter reported that he had a quote of between $3500 and $4000 for the Wordpress software. He will 
keep us informed about this, and in the meantime, the Website Committee will meet in early January.

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraising Report:  The Club made approximately $3000 with over $1000 coming from the silent auc-
tion. Attendance was down, and the Sanctuary Committee discussed the reasons for this. We plan to hold the spaghetti din-
ner again next year.

Econet:  Econet has put together a sustainability plan and assigned a fee to each participating group. The HNC will pay $75 
per year to support Econet and its website, Act Locally.

Social Coordinator:  Tony Scacchi has retired as Social Coordinator. The Board expressed its thanks for Tony’s dedicated and 
much-appreciated work. Catherine Flatt, who has been helping Tony, was appointed the new Social Coordinator. 

Volunteer Director Portfolio:  Elaine Serena is retiring from the Volunteer Director position. The Club is looking for a re-
placement.

Cootes to Escarpment Memorandum of Understanding.:  Our commitment to the Cootes to Escarpment Park System is 
$1100 per year for three years, after which time the commitment will be reviewed to see if it is working. The Board approved 
the contents of the Memorandum of Understanding.

Donation of Nolan Property, HCA:  The Board has agreed to donate $5000 to the Hamilton Community Foundation to sup-
port the HCA in the acquisition of the Nolan property, which will be part of the Cootes to Escarpment Park System. The Nolan 
property is located on York Road in the Pleasantview area of Dundas.
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Noteworthy Bird Records – October, 2012
By Rob Dobos

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2012 to October 31: 286.  Underlined species or dates require documen-
tation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee.  Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records 
Committee.  For species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed.  For all other species, only highlights are listed.  Note 

that the species order follows the most recent American Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements. 

Observers: Paul Baldassi (PBa), Gerten Basom (GBs), David Bell (DBe), Fran Bullock (FB), Wayne Bullock (WB), Ken Burrell (KBu), 
Mike Cadman (MCa), Don Campbell (DCa), Dan Chapman (DCh), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Barry Coombs (BCo), 
Robert Curry (RC), Brenda D’Agruma (BDA), Matt D’Arguma (MDA), Sandy Darling (SD), Rob Dobos (RD), Dave R. Don (DD), Cheryl 
Edgecombe (CE), David Flook (DF), Rebecca Flook (RF), Brett Fried (BF), Nancy Furber (NF), Brian Henshaw (BHe), Jim Heslop (JH), 
Brandon Holden (BH), George Holland (GH), Lukian Husak (LHu), Zakhar Husak (ZHu), Mourad Jabra (MJa), Mark Jennings (MJ), 
Aaron Keating (AKe), Andrew Keaveney (AK), Tim King (TK), Joyce Litster (JLi), Rick Ludkin (RL), John Lytwyn (JLy), Len Manning 
(LMa), Arlene McCaw (AMC), Jim McCaw (JMC), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Matt Mills (MM), Jesse Pakkala (JPk), David Pryor (DPr), 
Joanne Redwood (JRe), Wayne Renaud (WR), Yves Scholten (YS), Glenda Slessor (GS), Paul Smith (PS), Chris Street (CS), Lisa Teskey 
(LTe), Peter Thoem (PT), Tom Thomas (TT), Matt Timpf (MT), Josh Vandermeulen (JV), Mike Veltri (MV), Jim Watt (JWa), Glenn 
Welbourn (GWn), Gavin Wells (GWe), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Ross Wood (RWo), many observers (m.obs.).

Legend:
* -first occurrence for the year
F -first occurrence for the
 migration
L -last occurrence for the
 migration
HSA -Hamilton Study Area
SM –singing male
terr. –territorial bird

Plumages, etc.:
m. -male
f. -female
ad. -adult
ba. -basic
alt. -alternate
imm. -immature
juv. -juvenile
1st  yr. –first year

County/Region/City:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

Ontario Nature (continued from page 135)
Each spring and fall, many migratory birds succumb to lethal 
encounters with urban buildings. For years, FLAP (Fatal Light 
Awareness Program) and other organizations tried to persuade 
owners of buildings with reflective glass to retrofit their win-
dows so as not to attract birds. Ontario Nature teamed up with 
Ecojustice in filing suit against the worst offender, whose build-
ing was caused the greatest carnage. The building has since been 
sold to new owners who have completed a retrofit using win-
dow film. Data on the fall migration indicate that it is working. 

Although Toronto’s Toronto-Dominion Centre is responsible 
for many fatalities, three mirrored office towers in Scarborough 
have taken an even greater toll. In some years, almost 1,000 birds 
were killed during spring and fall migration. When the compa-
ny refused to take preventive measures, ON again joined forc-
es with Ecojustice to launch a legal process. Although the Jus-
tice of the Peace ruled against ON, the court action persuaded 
the owner to install window film. FLAP reports a subsequent 
one-third reduction in bird strikes. The high-profile case has 

influenced other building owners to adopt similar measures. 

Ontario Nature has been reconnecting young people with nature, 
and providing leadership and training for future environmental 
leaders through its Nature Guardians program. Under the guid-
ance of a young staffer, members of ON’s provincial Youth Council 
design most of the group’s events for themselves. ON’s program-
ming reflects a diversity of communities. For example, immigrant 
youths were introduced to Canada’s natural areas during a camp-
ing trip on Balsam Lake. An annual Youth Summit for Diversity 
brings together high school students, some of whom live in the 
inner city. Nature Guardians participants throughout the prov-
ince stay connected through Facebook and other social media. 

ON has been working to safeguard our natural resources since 
1931. As a charitable organization, it receives no government mon-
ey other than grants for specific projects, and is mainly supported 
by its members. Caroline invites everyone to join ON as a voice for 
nature. Our contribution will help ON to realize its goal: “an Ontar-
io where nature inspires and sustains us for generations to come.” 
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Snow Goose#: 75 off Van Wagners 
Beach [HM] Oct 30 (CE et al.).
Brant#: Birds past Van Wagners Beach: 
1 –Oct 19 F (RD,BCh), 1 –Oct 23 (BF), 
60 –Oct 28 (RD et al.), 281 –Oct 30 
(BC et al.); 30 past Fifty Point C.A. [HM/
NG] Oct 28 (KWi,AWi); six past Green 
Rd at the Lake [HM] (GH) and four past 
Arkendo Park, Oakville [HL] (JWa) Oct 
30; 11 off Fifty Rd [HM] (BH et al.) and 
one at NE Shore of Harbour [HM] (CE) 
Oct 31.
Cackling Goose#: One over Woodland 
Cemetery [HM] Oct 7 F (RD,BC,MM); 
one at Peace Park, Grimsby [NG] Oct 
13 (KM); two at Derry Rd & James Snow 
Parkway [HL] Oct 22 (YS).
Trumpeter Swan: Two at Mountsberg 
C.A. [WL/HM] Oct 21 F (RD,CE,DD).
Tundra Swan: Three past Van Wagners 
Beach Oct 30 F (RD et al.).
American Wigeon: Five at Shoreacres 
[HL] Oct 4 (RD,CE); seven off Grays Rd 
[HM] Oct 8 (RD); 50 at Mountsberg C.A. 
Oct 21 (RD,CE,DD).  
Blue-winged Teal: One m. at Dundas 
Marsh [HM] Oct 9 (KM). 
Northern Shoveler: 28 at Windermere 
Basin [HM] Oct 16 (RD); 20 at 
Mountsberg C.A. Oct 21 (RD,CE,DD). 
Northern Pintail: 20 at Mountsberg C.A. 
Oct 21 (RD,CE,DD).  
Green-winged Teal: 12 at Shoreacres 
Oct 4 (RD,CE); 15 off Woodland 
Cemetery Oct 13 (RD,BC); 13 at 
Windermere Basin Oct 16 (RD); 28 at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds [NG] Oct 21 
(PBa). 
Canvasback: Several on Hamilton 
Harbour off LaSalle Marina [HM] Oct 5 
F (JRe); one at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 31 
(DBe).
Redhead: 40 at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 31 
(DBe).  
Ring-necked Duck: 200 at Mountsberg 
C.A. Oct 31 (DBe).
Lesser Scaup: 25 at Windermere Basin 
Oct 16 (RD); 30 at Hagersville Quarry 
Ponds [HD] Oct 17 (BH).
Harlequin Duck#: Two f. past Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 23 F (BF); three f. 
past Green Rd at the Lake Oct 29 (GH); 
one f. off Carrington Promenade, Oakville 
[HL] Oct 31 (JWa).
Surf Scoter: 50 off Van Wagners Beach 
Oct 6 (DCa); 65 off Confederation Park 
[HM] Oct 20 (RD,CE).
White-winged Scoter: 900 off Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 6 (DCa).
Black Scoter: 20 off Grays Rd Oct 16 
(BCh); five off Confederation Park Oct 20 

(RD,CE); one off Arkendo Park, Oakville 
Oct 31 (JWa).
Long-tailed Duck: One at Mountsberg 
C.A. Oct 31 (DBe).
Bufflehead: One f. at Dundas Marsh Oct 
9 F (KM).
Common Goldeneye: One past Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 23 F (RD et al.).
Hooded Merganser: Seven past Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 30 (RD et al.); 60 at 
Mountsberg C.A. Oct 31 (DBe).
Common Merganser: 35 at Dundas 
Marsh Oct 9 (KM). 
Red-breasted Merganser: Ten past Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 2 F (RD et al.).
Ruddy Duck: 39 at Tollgate Pond [HM] 
Oct 8 (RD); 31 at Windermere Basin Oct 
16 (RD); 11 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds 
Oct 21 (PBa); 75 at Hagersville Quarry 
Ponds (BH) and 40 at Mountsberg C.A. 
(DBe) Oct 31.
Ruffed Grouse#: One at Dundas 
Valley C.A. [HM] Oct 17 (GWe); one at 
Westover Rd N of Conc 8 [HM] Oct 27 
(PS).
Wild Turkey: Up to six at Westover Rd N 
of Conc 8 Oct 4-22 (PS).
Red-throated Loon#: 45 past Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 28 (RD et al.), 
and 40 there Oct 30 (RD et al.); three 
off Hamilton Beachstrip [HM] Oct 24 
(RD,CE); 15 off Fifty Point C.A. Oct 26 
(BH et al.); one ad. off Arkendo Park, 
Oakville Oct 29 (JWa).
Common Loon: Five off Stoney Creek 
Lakeshore [HM] Oct 8 (RD); five off Fifty 
Point C.A. Oct 20 (RD,CE); 14 past Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 28 (RD et al.), and 
37 there Oct 30 (BC et al.). 
Pied-billed Grebe: Three at Barrie’s 
Lake, Cambridge [WT] Oct 4 (BC,BF); 
one at Clappisons Corners Wetland [HM] 
Oct 7 (RD,BC,MM); two off Woodland 
Cemetery Oct 13 (RD,BC); four off 
LaSalle Marina Oct 18 (CS); one at 
Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HM] Oct 21 
(RD et al.); 10 at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 31 
(DBe). 
Horned Grebe: One at McNally Pit, 
Puslinch [WL] Oct 8-20 (JV; DBe,JPk); 15 
off Stoney Creek Lakeshore Oct 8-9 (RD; 
KM); 20 off Peace Park, Grimsby Oct 13 
(KM); four off Burlington Ship Canal [HM/
HL] Oct 31 (RD,CE).
Red-necked Grebe: Three off Fifty 
Point C.A. Oct 20 (RD,CE); one at 
Puslinch Lake [WL] Oct 26 (DBe); one at 
Mountsberg C.A. Oct 31 (DBe). 
WILSON’S STORM-PETREL#: A result 
of Hurricane Sandy, one off Van Wagners 
Beach Oct 30 * (RD et al.) provided the 

second record for the HSA.
LEACH’S STORM-PETREL#: A result of 
Hurricane Sandy, one off Van Wagners 
Beach Oct 30 * (DD et al.) provided a 
new species for the HSA.
STORM-PETREL SPECIES#: A result 
of Hurricane Sandy, two additional 
unidentified storm-petrels off Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 30 (BHe; BH et al.).
Great Egret#: Birds at Valley Inn [HL]: 
6 –Oct 3 (LMa,LHu), 5 –Oct 10 (RD), 
16 –Oct 12 (DD), 3 –Oct 26 (RD); one 
at Dundas Hydro Pond [HM] Oct 4 (RD); 
one at Van Wagners Ponds [HM] Oct 
11 (RD et al.), and two there Oct 13 
(LMa,AK); one at Grand River S of York 
[HD] Oct 19 (BH). 
Cattle Egret#: One S of Blackheath [HD] 
Oct 19 * (BH; m.obs.).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Four at 
Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 21 (RD et al.). 
Turkey Vulture: Birds on Oct 12: 
587 –Bronte (MJ), 537 –Aurora Cres, 
Burlington [HL] (CE), 761 –Dundas (MM).
Osprey: One past Fifty Rd Oct 21 (KM); 
one at Hamilton Beachstrip Oct 24 
(RD,CE). 
Bald Eagle: Three over Woodland 
Cemetery Oct 8 (BC,MM,AKe); two ad. 
at Dundas Marsh Oct 6-7 (TT et al.), 
and one subad. there Oct 9 (KM); one at 
Mountsberg C.A. Oct 8 (JV), and one juv. 
there Oct 21 (LMa et al.). 
Northern Harrier: Three over Dundas 
Oct 12 (MM); one past Arkendo Park, 
Oakville Oct 30 (JWa).
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 23 over Dundas 
Oct 12 (MM).
Northern Goshawk#: One at Lakeside 
Park, Mississauga [PL] Oct 18 F (JWa); 
one juv. at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 21 
(LMa,LTe).
Red-shouldered Hawk: Two over Aurora 
Cres, Burlington (CE) and two ad. over 
Dundas (MM) Oct 12 F.
Red-tailed Hawk: 54 over Aurora Cres, 
Burlington (CE) and 70 over Dundas 
(MM) Oct 12; 41 over Sioux Lookout Park 
[HL] (CE,DD) and 45 over Bayfront Park, 
Hamilton [HM] (LMa,AK) Oct 26.
Rough-legged Hawk: One dark morph 
over Sioux Lookout Park Oct 26 F 
(CE,DD).
Golden Eagle#: One ad. off Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 6 F (DCa); birds on 
Oct 26: 1subad. –Sioux Lookout Park 
(CE,DD), 1ad. –Bayfront Park (LMa,AK), 
1 –SW Guelph [WL] (DBe).
Yellow Rail#: One flushed at Dundas 
Hydro Pond Oct 20 * (DPr) provided the 
ninth record for the HSA and first since 
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1996.
Virginia Rail#: One at Dundas Marsh 
Oct 8 (JH; LMa,BCh,MJa); one at 
Mountsberg C.A. Oct 19 (BF).
Sora#: One at Clappisons Corners 
Wetland Oct 8 L (DF,RF).
American Coot: One at Clappisons 
Corners Wetland Oct 7 (RD,BC,MM); 23 
at Bayshore Park Oct 9 (KM); eight at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds Oct 21 (PBa); 
250 at Mountsberg C.A. Oct  31 (DBe).
Sandhill Crane#: 18 near Grass Lake 
[WT] Oct 4 (DCh); one over Woodland 
Cemetery Oct 8 (BC,MM,AKe); two at 
Niebauer’s Marsh [WL] Oct 26 (DBe). 
Black-bellied Plover: One past 
Woodland Cemetery and one past Gates 
of Heaven Cemetery, Aldershot [HL] Oct 
7 L (RD,BC,MM);  
American Golden-Plover: Two E of 
Burloak Dr/Great Lakes Blvd [HL] Oct 11 
(MJ); 15 past Van Wagners Beach Oct 28 
L (RD et al.). 
Spotted Sandpiper: One at LaSalle 
Marina Oct 3 L (TT).
Solitary Sandpiper: One at Rattray 
Marsh [PL] Oct 1 (JWa).
Greater Yellowlegs: Two at Van 
Wagners Ponds Oct 6 (RD,BC); one 
at Grand River S of York Oct 19 (BH); 
two at Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 21 (RD 
et al.); two at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 21 
(RD,CE,DD), and one there Oct 31(DBe). 
Lesser Yellowlegs: One at Grand 
River S of York Oct 19 (BH); four at Van 
Wagners Ponds Oct 20 (LMa); three 
at Dundas Hydro Pond and three at 
Mountsberg C.A. Oct 21 (RD et al.); one 
past Van Wagners Beach Oct 23 (RD 
et al.); one at Red Hill Parkway & QEW 
Stormwater [HM] Pond Oct 31 (LMa). 
Sanderling: 55 at Van Wagners Beach 
Oct 28 (RD et al.), and one there Oct 29 
L (BH).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Three 
at Barrie’s Lake, Cambridge Oct 4 L 
(BC,BF). 
Least Sandpiper: Four at Princess Point 
[HM] Oct 5 L (JRe).
White-rumped Sandpiper: One at Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 31 L (BH et al.).
Pectoral Sandpiper: 11 at Valley Inn 
Oct 3 (LMa,LHu); three at Barrie’s 
Lake, Cambridge Oct 4 (BC,BF); one 
at Princess Point Oct 9 (KM); one at 
Windermere Basin Oct 31 L (LMa). 
Purple Sandpiper#: Two past Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 30 * (RD et al.).
Dunlin: 11 at Van Wagners Beach Oct 2 
(BH et al.); one 1st ba. at Valley Inn Oct 
9 (KM); eight past Peace Park, Grimsby 
Oct 13 (KM); 17 at Lakeside Park, 

Mississauga Oct 25 (WR).
Long-billed Dowitcher: Two juv. at 
Mountsberg C.A. Oct 20F-25L (DBe, JPk; 
m.obs.). 
Wilson’s Snipe: 11 at Barrie’s Lake, 
Cambridge Oct 4 (BC,BF); one at Grand 
River S of York Oct 19 (BH); one at 
Dundas Hydro Pond Oct 21 (RD et al.).
Wilson’s Phalarope#: One at 
Confederation Park Oct 10 L (GH).
Phalarope species#: Two past Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 30 (GS); two off Fifty 
Point C.A. Oct 31 (KBu).
Black-legged Kittiwake#: Birds off Van 
Wagners Beach: 9juv. + 1ad. –Oct 29 * 
(BH), 1juv. –Oct 29 * (RD), 86juv. + 2ad. 
–Oct 30 (BC et al.); four juv. past Green 
Rd at the Lake Oct 30 (GH).
Sabine’s Gull#: One off Van Wagners 
Beach Oct 30 L (fide RC). 
Bonaparte’s Gull: 18 at Dundas Marsh 
Oct 9 (KM); one ad. at Van Wagners 
Ponds Oct 11 (RD); 25 off Grays Rd Oct 
21 (KM); 72 off Van Wagners Beach Oct 
28 (RD et al.), and 16 there Oct 30 (BC 
et al.).
Herring x Great Black-backed Gull 
hybrid#: One 3rd ba. off L.P. Sayers Park 
[HM] Oct 17 (BH).
Thayer’s Gull#: One juv. off Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 28 F (BH).
Iceland Gull: One 2nd ba. off Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 29 F (BH; RD).
Lesser Black-backed Gull#: Birds off 
Van Wagners Beach: 1juv. –Oct 2 (RD et 
al.), 1 2nd ba. + 3juv. –Oct 23 (RD et al.), 
3juv. –Oct 29 (BH), 5 –Oct 30 (BH et al.); 
one juv. off CCIW [HL] Oct 4-10 (RD).
Glaucous Gull: One ad. past Green Rd 
at the Lake Oct 26 F (GH); one juv. off 
Van Wagners Beach Oct 30 (RD et al.); 
one off Fifty Rd Oct 31 (BH et al.).
Great Black-backed Gull: 30 off Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 30 (RD et al.).
Common Tern: One off Van Wagners 
Beach Oct 2 (RD et al.); one at LaSalle 
Marina Oct 8 (DCa); three off Fifty Point 
C.A. Oct 26 L (BF et al.).
Forster’s Tern#: One 1st ba. seen first 
off Fifty Rd (RWo et al.), then shortly 
thereafter at Van Wagners Beach (ZHu 
et al.), and soon after at Burlington Ship 
Canal (CE,RD) Oct 31 L provided the 
second latest fall record for the HSA and 
was likely a result of Hurricane Sandy.
Pomarine Jaeger#: Birds off Van 
Wagners Beach: 3juv. –Oct 23 (BF et al.), 
2 –Oct 24 (LHu,ZHu); 2ad. + 4juv. –Oct 
30 (RD et al.); one subad. + one juv. off 
Fifty Rd Oct 31 (BH et al.).
Parasitic Jaeger#: Birds off Van 
Wagners Beach: 2ad. + 5juv. –Oct 2 (RD 

et al.), 1subad. –Oct 23 (CE et al.), 1 –
Oct 24 (LHu,ZHu), 7 –Oct 30 (BC et al.); 
one off Grays Rd Oct 22 (LHu,ZHu); one 
past Green Rd at the Lake Oct 30 (GH).
Long-tailed Jaeger#: One off Van 
Wagners Beach Oct 30 L (BH et al.).
Jaeger species#: Birds off Van Wagners 
Beach: 5 –Oct 2 (BH et al.), 1 –Oct 23 
(RD et al.), 21 –Oct 30 (BC et al.); two off 
Fifty Point C.A. Oct 15 (JV); one off Fifty 
Rd Oct 31 (BH et al.).
Short-eared Owl#: One at Globe Park 
Oct 21 F (LMa,LHu,ZHu).
Northern Saw-whet Owl#: Birds banded 
at Ruthven Park: 3 –Oct 1, 2 –Oct 7, 9 
–Oct 8, 3 –Oct 9, 7 –Oct 13, 5 –Oct 17, 
4 –Oct 21, 19 –Oct 22, 1 –Oct 25, 5 –Oct 
28 (NF et al.); one at Confederation Park 
Oct 1 (BH), and one there Oct 6 (TK).
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at 
Shoreacres Oct 4 (RD,CE); one at Van 
Wagners Ponds Oct 6 L (TT et al.).
Red-headed Woodpecker#: One juv. 
at Woodland Cemetery Oct 28 (MV; 
m.obs.); one ad. at Sawmill Rd W of 
Shaver Rd [HM] Oct 30 (GBs).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Five at Van 
Wagners Ponds /Confederation Park and 
two at Edgelake Park [HM] Oct 8 (RD); 
one at a SE Oakville feeder [HL] Oct 30-
31 (JWa).
Merlin: 13 reports of migrants throughout 
the HSA Oct 1-28 (m.obs.); one wintering 
in Dundas [HM] Oct 3-31 (RD). 
Peregrine Falcon#: One over Aurora 
Cres, Burlington Oct 1 (CE); one at 
Ruthven Park, Cayuga [HD] Oct 4 (RL); 
one at Clappisons Corners Wetland Oct 5 
(KWi,AWi); two at Windermere Basin Oct 
6 (TT et al.); one past Gates of Heaven 
Cemetery Oct 7 (MM,RD,BC); one past 
Woodland Cemetery Oct 8 (BC,MM,AKe); 
two off Green Rd Oct 8 (RD); one ad. + 
one juv. at CCIW Oct 9-31 (RD); two over 
Dundas Oct 12 (MM); one at Mountsberg 
C.A. Oct 22 (MCa); two at Van Wagners 
Beach Oct 28-29 (RD et al.); two at 
St. Lawrence Cement Pier [PL] Oct 30 
(JWa).
“Traill’s” Flycatcher: One at Clappisons 
Corners Wetland Oct 1 L (SD).
Least Flycatcher: One at Van Wagners 
Ponds Oct 6 L (RD,BC).
Eastern Phoebe: Five at Woodland 
Cemetery Oct 7 (RD,BC,MM); seven at 
Van Wagners Ponds /Confederation Park 
Oct 20 (RD,CE); one at SE Oakville Oct 
31 (JWa).
Northern Shrike: One at Ruthven Park 
Oct 30 F (RL); one ad. at 5th Rd E & 
Powerline Rd [HL] Oct 31 (RC,GS).
Blue-headed Vireo: One at York Rd 
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Pond, Dundas [HM] Oct 21 L (RD).
Red-eyed Vireo: One at Shoreacres Oct 
7 L (AMC,JMC).
Common Raven#: One at Iroquoia 
Heights C.A. [HM] Oct 10 (WB,FB); one 
over Aurora Cres, Burlington Oct 12 
(CE); one at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 
Oct 12 and Oct 16 (PS). 
Horned Lark: 40 at Fallsview Rd W of 
Sydenham Rd [HM] Oct 1 (SD).
Tree Swallow: One at Grand River at 
York Oct 19 L (BH).
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One 
at Grand River at York Oct 19 L (BH).
Swallow species: Two past Green Rd at 
the Lake Oct 26 (GH).
Cave Swallow#: A flight of 148 swallows 
at Fifty Point C.A. Oct 26 * (BH et al.) 
were all considered to be this species 
and many were confirmed by photos.
Tufted Titmouse#: A total of eight 
banded at Ruthven Park Oct 3-26 (RL); 
one at Iroquoia Heights C.A. Oct 12 
(WB,FB); one at Van Wagners Beach 
(LMa) and two at Confederation Park 
(RD,CE) Oct 20.
Brown Creeper: 20 at Confederation 
Park Oct 25 (RD,CE).
House Wren: One at Clappisons 
Corners Wetland Oct 7 (RD,BC,MM); one 
at Confederation Park Oct 8 (RD); one at 
Hendrie Valley [HL] Oct 12 (BCo).
Winter Wren: Ten at Van Wagners 
Ponds /Confederation Park Oct 8 (RD).
Marsh Wren#: One at Dundas Marsh 
Oct 7 (KWi,AWi); one at Ruthven Park 
Oct 10 (MT).
Golden-crowned Kinglet: 25 at Van 
Wagners Ponds /Confederation Park Oct 
6 (RD,BC), and 80 there Oct 25 (RD,CE); 
300 at Hamilton lakeshore Oct 23 (WB).
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: 15 at 
Clappisons Corners Wetland Oct 7 
(RD,BC,MM); 28 at Van Wagners Ponds 
/Confederation Park Oct 8 (RD), and 25 
there Oct 25 (RD,CE).
Eastern Bluebird: Two past Woodland 
Cemetery Oct 7 F (RD,BC,MM); five over 
Aurora Cres, Burlington Oct 16 and six 
there Oct 21 (CE).
TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE#: One at 
Van Wagners Ponds Oct 11 * (MDA,BDA; 
m.obs.) provided the tenth record for the 
HSA and first since 2002.
Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Ruthven 
Park Oct 11 L (RL).
Swainson’s Thrush: One at Ruthven 
Park Oct 24 L (RL).
Hermit Thrush: 23 at Van Wagners 
Ponds /Confederation Park Oct 8 (RD).
Wood Thrush: One at North Waterdown 
Wetland Trails [HM] Oct 8 L (KWi,AWi).

Gray Catbird: Five at Van Wagners 
Ponds Oct 13 (LMa,AK).
Brown Thrasher: One at Confederation 
Park Oct 8 (RD); one at Ruthven Park 
Oct 30 (RL).
American Pipit: 18 E of Burloak Dr/
Great Lakes Blvd Oct 11 (MJ); 35 at 
Ainsley Rd E of Lynden Rd [HM] Oct 14 
(RD,CE); 30 over Olympic Park, Dundas 
[HM] Oct 21 (RD et al.).
Bohemian Waxwing#: One at Cootes 
Dr, Dundas [HM] Oct 22 F (GWn); 20 
past Green Rd at the Lake Oct 26 (GH).
Lapland Longspur#: One past 
Woodland Cemetery Oct 7 (RD).
Snow Bunting: One at Van Wagners 
Beach Oct 23 F (CE et al.).
Ovenbird: One at Ruthven Park Oct 11 
L (RL).
Northern Waterthrush: One at 
Confederation Park Oct 6-8L (RD,BC); 
one at Edgelake Park Oct 8 L (RD).
Tennessee Warbler: Two at Clappisons 
Corners Wetland Oct 7 (RD,BC,MM); one 
at North Waterdown Wetland Trails Oct 
17 L (TT).
Orange-crowned Warbler: Three at 
Clappisons Corners Wetland Oct 7 
(RD,BC,MM).
Nashville Warbler: Three at Clappisons 
Corners Wetland Oct 7 (RD,BC,MM).
Mourning Warbler: One at Van Wagners 
Ponds Oct 6 L (KWi,AWi).
Common Yellowthroat: One at LaSalle 
Park Oct 18 (CS).
American Redstart: Two at 
Confederation Park Oct 6 (RD,BC).
Cape May Warbler: Two at 
Confederation Park Oct 6 (RD,BC; 
KWi,AWi).
Northern Parula: One at Confederation 
Park Oct 8 (RD); one at Bronte Harbour 
Oct 10 L (MJ). 
Magnolia Warbler: One at LaSalle Park 
Oct 15 L (TT).
Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at 
Courtcliffe Park [HM] Oct 1 L (LMa et al.).
Blackpoll Warbler: One at Aurora Cres, 
Burlington Oct 16 L (CE). 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: Four at 
Confederation Park Oct 6 (RD,BC); one f. 
at LaSalle Park Oct 14 (BCo).
Palm Warbler: 14 at Van Wagners 
Ponds /Confederation Park Oct 6 
(RD,BC); nine at Bronte Oct 11 (MJ). 
Pine Warbler: One at Courtcliffe Park 
Oct 1 (LMa et al.); one m. at North 
Waterdown Wetland Trails Oct 11 (JLy).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Birds at 
Ruthven Park: 55 –Oct 2, 37 –Oct 5, 
150 –Oct 6, 49 –Oct 7 (RL); 70 at Van 
Wagners Ponds /Confederation Park Oct 

6 (RD,BC); birds on Oct 7: 44 –Woodland 
Cemetery, 20 –Gates of Heaven 
Cemetery, 35 –Old York Rd E of Hwy 6 
[HL] (RD,BC,MM); 20 at Dundas Hydro 
Pond /Olympic Park Oct 21 (RDet al.). 
Black-throated Green Warbler: One at 
North Waterdown Wetland Trails Oct 17 
L (TT).
Eastern Towhee: One at Middletown 
Marsh [HM] Oct 1 F (BC).
American Tree Sparrow: One at 
Parkdale & Glow Aves, Hamilton [HM] 
Oct 15 F (TK); 10 at Van Wagners Beach 
Oct 23 (RD et al.).
Chipping Sparrow: Five at 
Confederation Park and six at Green Rd 
at Lake Oct 8 (RD).
Field Sparrow: Four at Gates of Heaven 
Cemetery and two at Clappisons Corners 
Wetland Oct 7 (RD,BC,MM).
Vesper Sparrow: One at Clappisons 
Corners Wetland Oct 17 F (TT); two at 
Globe Park, Hamilton [HM] Oct 20 (LMa); 
one at Jimmy Lomax Park, Hamilton 
Beachstrip [HM] Oct 25 L (CE).
Le Conte’s Sparrow#: One at Heritage 
Pond, Guelph [WL] Oct 2 * (BF; DBe); 
one at Van Wagners Ponds Oct 6 (TT et 
al.).
Nelson’s Sparrow#: Birds at Dundas 
Marsh: 3 –Oct 6 (TT et al.), 1 –Oct 7 
(KWi,AWi), 2 –Oct 8 (LMa,MJa,BCh; JH); 
one at Mountsberg C.A. Oct 8-19 (JV; 
BF).
Fox Sparrow: One at Shoreacres Oct 
7 F (AMC); five at Olympic Park Oct 21 
(RD et al.).
Song Sparrow: 24 at Van Wagners 
Ponds /Confederation Park Oct 20 
(RD,CE).
Lincoln’s Sparrow: Four at 
Confederation Park Oct 8 (RD).
Swamp Sparrow: Ten at Confederation 
Park Oct 8 (RD).
White-throated Sparrow: 47 at Van 
Wagners Ponds /Confederation Park Oct 
6 (RD,BC), and 40 there Oct 8 (RD); 30 
at Dundas Hydro Pond /Olympic Park 
Oct 21 (RD et al.).
White-crowned Sparrow: 30 at 
Clappisons Corners Wetland Oct 7 
(RD,BC,MM); 28 at Van Wagners Ponds 
/Confederation Park Oct 8 (RD); 36 at 
Ruthven Park Oct 11 (PT); 25 at Dundas 
Hydro Pond /Olympic Park Oct 21 (RD et 
al.).
Dark-eyed Junco: 100 at Van Wagners 
Ponds /Confederation Park Oct 20 
(RD,CE); 500 at Van Wagners Beach Oct 
23 (WB et al.) ties the highest count for 
the HSA; 120 at Confederation Park Oct 
25 (RD,CE).
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Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One imm. f. 
at Fifty Point C.A. Oct 20 L (CE,RD).
Eastern Meadowlark: Three at Gates of 
Heaven Cemetery Oct 7 (RD,BC,MM); 
nine at Clappisons Corners Wetland Oct 
7 (RD,BC,MM), and four there Oct 17 
(TT); one at Olympic Park Oct 21 (RD et 
al.).

Rusty Blackbird: 50 past Woodland 
Cemetery Oct 13 (RD,BC).
Purple Finch: Eight at Middletown Marsh 
Oct 1 (BC); 42 past Woodland Cemetery 
Oct 7 (RD,BC,MM), and 14 there Oct 8 
(BC,MM,AKe); six at Olympic Park Oct 
21 (RD et al.).
White-winged Crossbill#: Seven at 
Middletown Marsh Oct 1 F (BC); three at 
Arkendo Park, Oakville Oct 30 (JWa).
Pine Siskin: Up to 35 at Aurora Cres, 
Burlington Oct 3-15 (CE); eight at 
Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Oct 21 (PS); 
33 at Ruthven Park Oct 21 and 23 there 
Oct 26 (RL); 11 at Lynden Ave, Dundas 
[HM] Oct 26 (JLi); six at Verhoeven Rd, 

Burlington [HL] Oct 28 (DD).
American Goldfinch: A nest with three 
chicks found at Bronte Beach Park [HL] 
Sep 5 (MJ).
Evening Grosbeak#: One m. at Aurora 
Cres, Burlington Oct 29 * (CE); 12 at 
Ruthven Park (RL) and two at Lynden 
Ave, Dundas (JLi) Oct 31.

Please send your bird records for 
November-December 2012 by Feb 10 to:  
Rob Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, 
Ont., L9H 3S1; ph: (905) 628-0297; 
e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca

It’s been 19 years ago that a record 5000 White-winged Scoters were observed at Fifty Point 
Conservation Area, according to Niagara Birds (published in 2010 by John E. Black and Kayo J. Roy).  

The population of this species continues to climb since the 1990s, though it has not been seen in such 
a mass as observed on January 9, 1994. Burlington Bay James N. Allan Bridge. Jan.8, 2013. 

Photo by Joanne Redwood.

American Kestrel near the entrance to Globe 
Park.  Jan 10, 2013. Photo by Joanne Redwood

These are the mystery birds from the 
January issue: 
1. Cedar Waxwing  2. Evening Grosbeak   
3. White-breasted Nuthatch.

 

Can you identify the three birds below?
Send your identifications and guesses to the editor at hjvb@shaw.ca.

Name that Mystery Bird! Quiz #4

1

2 3



 

What is the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club?
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is a non-profit organization with over 500 members dedicated to the study, 

appreciation and conservation of our wild plants and animals.

The Club traces its history to the founding of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society in 1919. Our early 
achievements include the designation of Cootes Paradise as a nature reserve in 1927, 

and the organization of 34,000 children in Junior Audubon Clubs across Canada during the 1930’s. 
We celebrated our 90th anniversary in 2009.  Our goals are:

• to promote the enjoyment of nature through environmental appreciation and conservation
• to foster public interest and education in the appreciation and study of nature

• to encourage the conservation of natural resources and environmental protection

This Cape May Warbler, together with three Orange-crowned, one Yellow-rumped, one Bay-breasted, and one Nashville Warbler ignored 
migration patterns mapped out in their brain and provided birdwatchers with some winter shows. These warblers stuck it out into January 2013 
in Sedgewick Forest, Oakville, beside the sewage treatment facility. Daytime Temperatures varied from -60C to +60C. On cold days as the ground 
was covered with snow, the warblers were getting wind-blown insects from the direction of the sewage cells. Occasionaly, the Orange-crowned 

and Nashville Warblers would be pecking through the outer skin at the pulp and inner seed of shriveled Honeysuckle berries. As the weather 
became mild and the snow melted, the warblers stayed in the wooded area feeding low in the shrubs or on the exposed ground. This Cape May 

Warbler, two of the Orange-crowned Warbers, and the Nashville Warbler disappeared around the sixth of January. 
Jan.4, 2013. Photo by Ken NewCombe.
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