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Native to New South Wales, Australia, the Crimson Bottlebrush (Callistimon citrinus) is unusual in that the leaves grow as an extension of 
the flowers. The bright red stamens on the flowers lure nectar-sucking birds like wattlebirds and honeyeaters to the plant to pollinate the 
flowers. In February and March you can see this marvelous shrub in bloom at the Royal Botanical Gardens’ Mediterranean greenhouse 

complex, though you’ll need to go to Australia to see the pollinators. Feb. 15, 2011. Photo by Herman van Barneveld.

© Herman van Barneveld

I n  T h i s  I s s u e :
How many birds have been seen in Ontario in one year?

Which local birder recently broke the Ontario record for most birds in a year?
What is not an animal and yet breathing under your feet?

How are our chances of seeing a comet this year?
And much more....
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Wood Duck drake at LaSalle Marina, Burlington. February 20, 2013. Photo by Joanne Redwood.

Correction:  The photograph on the bottom of page 125 in the February issue was incorrectly credited to no-one, even 
though Beth Jefferson was the person who took the photograph of the Lakeshore Birding Outing.  
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Editorial - The Compulsion to Share what you Saw
by Herman van Barneveld

In the 70s and 80s, my uncle Jack van Barneveld wrote a 
weekly nature column in a national newspaper in the Neth-
erlands. He’d go out for a walk down some path or through 

some swamp and he would write about the neat organisms he 
would come across, be it a bird, plant, tree, or insect. I’ve always 
admired him for the faithfulness with which he kept this up week 
after week for years. And, as all nature buffs understand, he never 
ran out of things to write about. Everytime he went for a hike he 
came up with something unique that he shared with his readers. 
He had a unique compulsion to share his adventures with others.

I admired my uncle and looked up to him as a role model.  An-
other nature hero of mine was the renowned Jac. P. Thijsse (1865 
- 1945) whose books on his natural adventures were devoured 
by old and young Dutchmen alike. The reason his books were so 
much enjoyed is that he guided you along on an adventure as if 
you were right there. As a reader you never knew if you would 
be going with him to check out breeding colonies of lapwings or 
dig up a bees nest to see the young in the underground breed-
ing chambers. There was always a suprise element; would you be 

scooping up dragonfly larvae from a pond today or did a muddy 
hike through the tidal flats await you on the next page? And that 
is a great gift, to be able to write like that.  Thijsse also founded the  
“Vereniging tot behoud van Natuur Monumenten” or, translated, 
the Society for the Preservation of Nature Monuments in the 
Netherlands. It currently takes care of some 355 natural areas in 
that country. Some parks have been named after Thijsse as well.

I must have the same genes as my uncle. I’ve always had the urge 
to share with others the beauty of what I believe God has created. 
Even though I enjoy walking through a forest by myself (nobody 
has to wait for you; you go at your own pace and it’s quiet), there’s 
this compulsion to share. I’m sure our contributors understand 
that sentiment.  So to our contributors I would like to say, “Keep 
it coming”.  We’ve only scratched the surface in documenting, 
describing and enjoying what’s out there along the trails, in the 
parks, and along the lake and bay of our great city.  Drag others 
along on your next adventure, which will especially be appreci-
ated by those who are no longer able to physically come along.

B i r d  S t u d y  G r o u p  M e e t i n g  S u m m a r y  – J a n .  2 0 1 3 

A Record-breaking Big Year with Josh Vandermeulen
by Michael Rowlands

The first Bird Study Group (BSG) meeting of the New Year took 
place at the Burlington Seniors’ Centre on January 21 on a very 
cold winter’s night. Cheryl Edgecombe acted as emcee and intro-
duced Josh Vandermeulen from Cambridge, ON as our guest 
speaker. Josh completed his B.Sc. in Ecology at the University of 
Guelph in April 2012 and has been interested in nature since he 
was a small boy. While reptiles and amphibians (herpetofauna 
or “herps”) are his first love in all creatures natural, his interest 
in birds was piqued by participation in the U. of G.’s Campus 
Wildlife Club in the last few years. After seeing 40 of Ontario’s 45 
recorded herps in 2009, he decided to make 2012 his Big Year for 
birding in Ontario and felt he had a reasonable chance of beating 
the record of 338 species set by Glenn Coady in 1996. While he 
admits he is very competitive, Josh said it was also a good excuse 
to see more of Ontario and to meet some new people.

Josh’s approach to a Big Year was probably quite different from 
any previous attempt. Unlike earlier successful Big Year bird-
ers, Josh was using today’s technology and social media to stay 
abreast of what was happening in the birding world like never 
before. Using Facebook, text messaging, e-mail and eBird on a 
portable device, he was able to know what bird species were being 
seen where in Ontario at any given moment throughout the year. 
Before he even started looking for birds, he classified all the birds 
seen in the province into six codes based on the probability of his 
seeing them. 

Code 1 included 214 of what he called “common dirt birds” that 
everyone will see without much difficulty every year – Common 
Grackle, Great Egret, Black-throated Green Warbler, etc. 

(continue. on page 149) 
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Volunteer Corner - March 2013
by Elaine Serena

This month I would like to tell you a little about two very special ladies in our club, Lois Evans and Joyce Litster. The club 
archives have been looked after by Lois Evans for many, many years and she has made sure that complete records of The 
Wood Duck were not only in our possession, but also at Hamilton Public Library. Lois has also been the unofficial historian 

for the HNC and I might recommend that you read the first chapter of Birds of Hamilton for a marvelous history of birding in 
the Hamilton area, written and researched by Lois for our special HNC birding encyclopedia. Lois was Bird Study Group leader 
for many years and has led countless wonderful birding hikes for our members. I especially treasure memories of several hikes in 
the Red Hill Valley, very early in the morning, while dew was on the grass and deer grazing in the morning mist. It was before the 
expressway was built, and a delightful introduction to serious birding, as well as an opportunity to meet other HNC members. Most 
notably among them is my friend Louise Unitt, whom you will all know from her marvelous reports of our monthly HNC lectures.

Recently Lois has passed on to Joyce many of her historical material about the HNC, plus records of board meetings, etc. The Board 
would like to have our archives moved to the Hamilton Public library for safe-keeping and Joyce has been negotiating this on our 
behalf. She has also spent many hours going through boxes and boxes of “stuff ” from club members, sifting out important historical 
material for our archives.

Joyce is our club secretary and has also been reporting to the membership each month a summary of the Board’s activities in The 
Wood Duck, so members are aware of the activities that our dedicated board members take care of for our club. You would be 
amazed at how much is accomplished at those meetings and the lively discussions that precede our decisions. I have been thrilled 
to be part of those discussions over the last 5 years, but now my term is over and I am delighted to tell you that my friend Doris 
Southwell is coming on the Board as Volunteer Director in my place. Doris is a long time volunteer and trail watcher for RBG and 
also has been an HNC member for several years.

Big Year (continued)

Code 2 contained 62 less common birds that are easy to see 
if you’re willing to go to certain places in the province where 
they’re normally found – such as Franklin’s Gull, Red-necked 
Phalarope or Spruce Grouse.

Code 3 was comprised of 41 birds that are more difficult to see 
but usually show up somewhere in Ontario a few times every 
year, such as Ross’s Goose, Dickcissel or Boreal Owl.

Code 4 were “regular rarities” that may be reported only 1-5 
times a year and include Black-headed Gull, Black Vulture, and 
Little Blue Heron.

Code 5 birds were rarities that have only ever been sighted in 
Ontario perhaps 5 to 20 times, such as Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck or Snowy Plover.

Code 6 were the rarest birds; they’re those unexpected species 
that have only made provincial records less than three times, 

like Neotropic Cormorant or Black-throated Sparrow. They 
arrive here by mistake or are blown in by a storm. To paraphrase 
Josh’s description, they’re cosmic mind blowers!

The birds of Codes 1-3 represented 317 species, so if Josh could 
see most of them, he would only need to see about 25 more spe-
cies from the higher codes to beat the existing Big Day record. 
Starting his year, he had a very clear vision of what species he 
needed to see and this would help him decide, when he heard 
about a particular bird being sighted somewhere, whether it was 
worth the time and gas to go chase it! He also decided that he 
would get photographic evidence of his sightings wherever pos-
sible. With that background out of the way, Josh then launched 
into the story of how his year went. He divided it into nine parts 
and measured his progress against his targets at the end of each 
part. The rest of his talk was a series of entertaining anecdotes as 
he walked us through pictures of the birds, butterflies, herps and 
mammals he saw in his travels around Ontario for a full year.

(continue on page 150)
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Big Year (continued)

Starting close to home, his seventh year bird was a rarity – a 
Mountain Bluebird in Puslinch! In Hamilton, he added Greater 
Scaup, Mute Swan and Bald Eagle from sightings at Bayfront 
Park. The next day, he was off to southwestern Ontario where 
he added Great Gray Owl in Kingsville, Bonaparte’s Gull at the 
Ridgetown Lagoons and Tundra Swans at Point Pelee. The next 
two days were spent on a trip to Ottawa to see a Varied Thrush 
that had been reported: the thrush eluded him but he saw four 
other “goodies,” including Gray Partridge. Stopping at Amherst 
Island near Kingston on his way back home, he added Northern 
Saw-whet Owl to his growing list. A few days later he saw Fish 
Crows in Fort Erie and Cackling Goose, Greater White-fronted 
Goose and Brant in Burlington’s LaSalle Park. 

At the end of January, Josh went on a week-long trip to northern 
Ontario, accompanied by the BSG’s own Barb Charlton (who 
had her own impressive Big Year in 2011 counting 323 species). 
Back-tracking one day for an hour and a half to retrieve his 
cell phone he’d left behind, he and Barb were fortunate to find 
the Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch – a Code 5 rarity from western 
Canada likely blown in by a storm – that had been reported in 
Macdiarmid, in Thunder Bay District. In nearby Longlac, they 
saw a Spotted Towhee – another rarity on his list! By the end of 
the first part of his year, Josh had already racked up 138 species 
and 8 rarities of at least 22 that he needed if he was to break the 
Big Day record.

In Part Two of his year, Josh revisited Ottawa and added the 
Varied Thrush to his tally. A day later he was at Long Point 
where he saw a Smew, his first code 6 rarity of the year. A trip 
to northern Ontario in early April added Spruce Grouse, Boreal 
Owl (heard not seen) and American Three-toed Woodpecker to 
the list. By April 14 he was already at 175 species.

Starting Part Three, he went to Demorestville, near Belleville, 
to see a beautiful Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, a code 4 rarity prob-
ably from the mid-southern USA. Up to this point, Josh had still 
been taking classes in his final year of studies at the University 
of Guelph. After his graduation in April, he picked up the pace 
by spending six weeks mostly in Point Pelee (April 20 to May 
25), helping with a reverse migration study being conducted by 
Ken Burrell, who spoke to the BSG about this research last year. 
On his first morning there, he saw a rare Bell’s Vireo, only the 
13th Ontario record for this species! He took breaks from Pelee 
to chase a Western Tanager that had been spotted on the Bruce 

Peninsula and a Western Grebe sighted at Hamilton’s Van Wag-
ners Beach! 

While working at Pelee he was able to see all the regular spring-
time birds that pass through the park plus many of the “regu-
lar” rarities such as Le Conte’s Sparrow, Chuck-will's-widow, 
Summer Tanager, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Blue Grosbeak 
and Worm-eating Warbler. He had many wonderful close-up 
photos of these colourful birds.  A trip to Wasaga Beach with 
Barb Charlton on May 18 netted him Piping Plover, species 
#300 for the year! A Snowy Egret in Dunnville and a Laughing 
Gull in Nanticoke made the list as Part Three ended.

In Part Four of his year, Josh claims he got lucky because he was 
able to add several rarities to his list, such as Curlew Sandpiper 
and Henslow’s Sparrow (at Point Pelee), King Rail (by flash-
light!) and Northern Bobwhite (on Walpole Island), Kirtland’s 
Warbler (on its breeding grounds in Algonquin Park), and a 
Cattle Egret (found in Keswick). In mid-June a first excursion to 
Rainy River, near Ontario’s borders with Minnesota and Mani-
toba, on a contract to do birding surveys, added many of its local 
species like American White Pelican and Franklin’s Gull to his 
list. A trip back home yielded one of the most exciting finds of 
the year: a Magnificent Frigatebird, only the third record for 
Ontario, in Rondeau Provincial Park. With the year now half 
over, his total count was 318, giving him hope that breaking the 
record was entirely within his grasp.

We took a break at this point for our usual refreshments and 
socializing and returned to start Part Five, “The Summer Dol-
drums,” as Josh’s next slide title announced, a time when the 
birds lie low and raise their young and not many new species are 
seen on the move. Fortunately Josh had returned to Rainy River 
to finish his birding surveys so he was able to add new species 
such as Western Meadowlark, Dickcissel and Marbled Godwit 
as well as rarities such as Northern Hawk Owl and Sharp-tailed 
Grouse to his list. His photos of butterflies seen there were also 
spectacular!

From July 30 to August 15 Josh was part of an ongoing joint 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources/Canadian Wildlife 
Service/Royal Ontario Museum/ Natural Heritage Informa-
tion Centre/Moose Cree First Nation project monitoring Red 
Knots and other shorebirds that use the massive mudflats of 
western James Bay during the fall migration. He and a group 
that included Barb Charlton, Jean Iron, Deborah Cramer, Ian 
Sturdee and Andrew Keaveney drove to Cochrane, took the 
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Wanted: Salamander Monitoring Volunteers for HCA!

The Jefferson Salamander (Ambystoma jeffersonianum), a threatened species  in both Ontario and Canada, lives in the 
deciduous forests found only in southern Ontario, mainly along the Niagara Escarpment. This species requires intact 
deciduous forest with an undisturbed forest floor and unpolluted breeding ponds that do not dry up in the summer. 
Habitat loss and degradation are the cause of the decline in salamander numbers in southern Ontario. Today, the 
Ontario populations are small, isolated pockets, each with a few hundred salamanders. 

The Natural Areas Inventory 2 Project is seeking nature lovers to assist our trained staff in collecting information about 
the Jefferson Salamander within the ponds and vernal pools located across the City of Hamilton region. The surveys 
will be consistent with information and actions identified in both Government Response Statement (GRS) (2010) and 
Recovery Strategy (RS) (2010) in which verification and documentation of locations of historic, existing and potential 
populations and the characterization of their habitat (GRS and RS Action 1) and implementation of a standardized 
monitoring protocol to measure presence or absence, site-specific and cumulative impacts at locations and trends in 
habitat conditions (GRS Action 2).
Surveys are conducted by using minnow traps to capture adult salamanders in order to collect tail tips for subsequent 
species identification via genetic analysis of the tail tissue sample. These surveys require some late evenings and early 
mornings. 

Ambystoma jeffersonianum breed in the very early spring (generally late March or early April in Ontario). Salamanders 
emerge from below ground over wintering sites in the forest and migrate during rainy or very humid nights to their 
breeding pond with males usually preceding females. Because of the salamander’s emergence timing, surveys are 
conducted based on weather and pre-consultation on movement, therefore volunteers must be ready on short notice 
to conduct these surveys. In previous years it was as early as mid March.

It’s really easy to get involved, please email or call Tawnia Martel to register Tawnia.Martel@conservationhamilton.ca 
or 905-525-2181 ext. 229.

train to Moosonee, and then were flown by helicopter to a First 
Nations hunting camp at Longridge Point on James Bay. Josh, Ian 
and Andrew were dropped off at a second camp at Little Pisk-
wamish Point to survey there for a few days before joining the rest 
of the group. Their job was to do a census of all shorebirds present 
and to look for Red Knots that had previously been banded and 
wore flags with 2- or 3-digit codes. When done at Piskwamish, 
the three fellows had a grueling 22-km hike with all their heavy 
equipment to the Longridge Point camp – a tiring trip that took 
10 hours! During his James Bay trip, Josh was able to add five new 
birds to his list: Nelson’s Sparrow, Red Knot, Black Guillemot 
(discovered by Barb), Arctic Tern (his target bird of the excur-
sion), and Buff-breasted Sandpiper.

His return to the south was just in time to go to Presqu’ile Provin-
cial Park to see a Thick-billed Kingbird, which he calls his “bird 
of the year.” This was the first sighting of this species in Ontario 
and only the second in all of Canada! Part Four ended with a trip 
on Lake Ontario in Brandon Holden’s Zodiac, during which Josh 

added Sabine’s Gull to his year list. With two-thirds of the year 
gone, his tally was now 330 species – 8 shy of the record – with 34 
Code 3s and 21 rarities.

Part Six was his coldest streak of the year, from September 3 
to October 2, in which Josh only added one rarity – a Yellow-
crowned Night-Heron – to his count despite road trips to Point 
Pelee and Moosonee and a pelagic trip on Lake Ontario.

Part Seven was more productive because of several successful 
chases to see Mew Gull (in the Sault Ste. Marie dump), Townsend’s 
Solitaire (at Hamilton’s Van Wagners Beach), and Red Phalarope 
(in Hillman Marsh near Point Pelee). His total count was now 
334, with 35 Code 3s and 23 rarities. The year was 80% completed 
and breaking the record seemed totally possible! 

In Part Eight, Josh went back to James Bay near the end of Octo-
ber, this time with Alan Wormington, to spend about ten days at 
(continue on page 158; I know, it’s quite aways up ahead, but it’ll 
be worth it.)
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Southwestern Ontario’s Breathing Well Region
by Michael Rowlands

I would venture a guess that very few of those who 
attended the January 14 HNC meeting were aware 
of the presence of breathing wells in our province—

or had any notion of what they might be! That was about 
to change, thanks to our presenter, Candace Freckelton.

Candace obtained a BSc degree in geology and an MSc degree 
in geochemistry from the University of Western Ontario’s 
Department of Earth Sciences. The topic of her Master’s 
research was the physical and geochemical characterization of 
southwestern Ontario’s breathing well region. She participated 
in the Ontario Geological Survey’s Ambient Groundwater 
Geochemistry program as a geological assistant and was 
recently hired by the Survey as a surficial geochemist. 

Surficial geochemistry is the study of the chemical composition 
of unconsolidated geologic materials that lie on top of the 
bedrock. The Ontario Geological Survey (a branch of the 
Ministry of Northern Development and Mines) investigates 
the abundance and distribution of surficial deposits through its 
sampling programs. Collected specimens undergo geochemical 
analysis, generating maps with many practical applications. For 
example, they are useful in identifying and evaluating resources 
and guiding development decisions, as well as detecting the 
presence of non-naturally occurring substances.

Every summer, the Survey undertakes a province-wide 
groundwater mapping program. Tests are conducted on 
groundwater wells, in order to characterize the relationship 
between rock type and the chemistry of natural groundwater. 
Groundwater is found beneath the earth’s surface, within the 
spaces and fractures of rock formations. 

The region in which Candace conducted her research is situated 
in southwestern Ontario’s Huron and Perth Counties, north of 
London. This is Ontario’s breathing well region, and the only 
area of the province where breathing wells have been found. 
Field sampling has shown that not all wells within this zone are 
breathing wells. On a map, Candace used red dots to denote 
breathing wells that were studied within the breathing well 
zone, and blue dots for wells that were examined outside the 
breathing well zone. Monitored annually, the 10 breathing wells 
in her study are distributed over a 1,400 sq. km. area. 

All water wells access the groundwater in underground 
aquifers—the layers of porous substrate that contain and 
transmit groundwater. But what are the distinctive features of 
water wells that ‘breathe’? Breathing wells intersect partially 
saturated aquifers, in which not all the available spaces are 
filled with water, leaving some air pockets. The breathing effect 
requires a significant volume of unsaturated space above water 
level. The completion level extends above the water level, and 
there is also an overlying confining layer. Breathing wells are 
sometimes referred to as suckers and blowers, because their 
most striking aspect is the periodic suction and expulsion of 
large volumes of air and gases. The exchange of gases between 
the atmosphere and the subsurface is caused by fluctuations 
in atmospheric pressure. To better understand this unique 
atmospheric-groundwater connection, geochemical, hydraulic, 
and barometric data were used to investigate the distribution 
and degree of interconnectivity within the breathing well zone.

The breathing well zone is situated within a Middle Devonian, 
carbonate aquifer system. Karst landscapes are formed chiefly 
by the dissolution of rock and are generally underlain with 
limestone or dolomite. Topographic indicators of karstification 
include sinkholes, outcrops and disappearing streams. Cavern-
like void spaces and subterranean drainage are subsurface 
indicator of karst, and mineral infilling may also be present. 
Candace’s research indicates that karstification is probably 
controlled by the presence and location of evaporite minerals—
mineral deposits left behind after water has evaporated.

Investigations of well and stratigraphic records suggest that 
the majority of the groundwater wells affected by the breathing 
phenomenon are drilled through the Dundee Formation and 
terminate in the underlying Lucas Formation aquifer. A cross-
section diagram illustrated a breathing well’s route. The well 
casing sits at the surface on top of a layer of glacial overburden-
-soil and ancillary material above the bedrock. The well then 
descends through fossiliferous limestone and minor dolostone 
that make up the Dundee Formation. This layer is made up of 
Middle Devonian bedrock that is approximately 350 million 
years old. Beneath the Dundee Formation, the well continues 
downward through the Lucas Formation, which is composed of 
microcrystalline limestone and dolostone. Spatial and temporal 
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analyses have revealed a significant amount of unsaturated void 
space within the Lucas Formation. 

Candace related the experience of a puzzled well owner, whose 
attempts to disinfect his well with chlorine were unsuccessful. As 
we saw in a photo, the problem was that the well’s six-inch diameter 
was surrounded by a large void area, the sort of environment that 
enables wells to breathe.

When manual measurements of water levels were taken at 10 
breathing wells, levels were found to vary drastically, with a 
westward declining flow towards Lake Huron. Candace has 
been investigating why the gradient, or slope, is so marked 
in the breathing well zone compared to the rest of the region. 
Surface elevations were plotted on a graph, as were subterranean 
features—water levels, well depth and the Dundee, Lucas and 
Amherst Formations. Moving east to west, water levels declined 
from 275 to 180 metres above sea level, and a decrease in elevation 
was observable on all levels. Significant variation of the hydraulic 

gradient across the breathing well zone, together with tightening 
of gradients  in the centre of the zone, suggest a change in bedrock-
to-aquifer transmissivity.

Elevation mapping also revealed a correlation between bedrock 
and the thickness of the Lucas Formation. Mapping data were 
obtained by means of rock drill cuttings of the bedrock surface, 
and supplemented by consulting oil, gas and salt drill records. An 
isopach map, which illustrates variations in thickness, showed that 
the Lucas Formation displays non-uniform thickness across the 
breathing well zone. The map also pinpointed locations of oil and 
gas wells. Subsurface gas movement was found to be controlled 
by the thickness of the Lucas Formation and the position of the 
water table.

High barometric pressure causes air to be drawn into the 
subsurface, while low barometric pressure causes air to be expelled 
from an unsaturated zone. During periods of exhalation, oxygen 
concentrations drop and carbon dioxide concentrations rise. 

Map of breathing well region (black box). The red outline is the actual zone 
of breathing wells.

A well breathing into a plastic garden garbage bag. 
It was a matter of seconds for the bag to fill with gas. 

October 2010. Photo by Candace Freckelton.

 Diagram of breathing well Lucas Formation outcrop near the Goderich River. 
October 2012. Photo by Candace Freckelton.

Sinkhole in the breathing well region near Clinton, Ontario. August 2009. 
Photo by Candace Freckelton.
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Barometric pressure has a positive linear correlation with oxygen 
and an inverse relationship with carbon dioxide. We watched a 
brief video of a breathing well in action. The pressure of expelled 
air enabled the well cap to float above the well casing. Had it not 
been anchored, it would have blown off.

A barologger is a small device that is useful in documenting 
groundwater and surface water levels. Besides measuring 
hydrology levels, barologgers measure temperature and 
atmospheric and barometric pressure. A barologger was installed 
within each of the 10 breathing wells, positioned above the highest 
potential level of the water table. When tracked at 15-minute 
intervals, barometric pressure was found to be uniform; however, 
the devices recorded varying degrees of response to atmospheric 
pressure, both spatially and temporally. 

In order to identify hydrogeochemical signatures within the 
breathing well zone, Candace studied water-rock interactions 
and water facies. The term facies refers to a rock or stratified 
body whose appearance or composition reflects its depositional 
environment, distinguishing it from deposits present in adjacent 
environments. Groundwater facies are the result of combined 
carbonate and evaporite dissolution. When Caroline collected 
water facies at the breathing wells, she discovered spatial 
variability from site to site. She was able to identify five water 
facies, each of which was represented by a data point on a map. 

Groundwater in the region is derived from relatively modern 
sources, dominated by snow melt recharge. Such is commonly 
the case in temperate areas that experience cool-seasonal 
precipitation. The aquifer is well filtered and the groundwater 

well mixed as it percolates down through the unsaturated zone. A 
graph reflected changes that occurred during a one-year period 
of SWI (Soil Water Index) monitoring, which measures water 
holding capacity. Depletion was observed in winter compared 
to summer. Candace had expected the results to be more closely 
correlated with local precipitation data. 

Candace mapped several interesting geochemical anomalies 
associated with the breathing well zone, including waters that 
were enriched or depleted in minerals. For example, geologic 
analysis of some sites indicated zinc levels that were significantly 
higher than those found in local river water. Although anomalous, 
the zinc level was without physiologic effect. 

Elevated dissolved oxygen was noted as well. The atmosphere is 
the usual source of oxygen in groundwater. Its presence tends 

Subsurface cavern-like void above the water table in a domestic water 
well within the breathing well zone.  2009. Photo by R. Hopper.

The green masks of these two grey ducks are remarkably similar in shape. Now these ducks are brought together through the photography of Joanne 
Redwood so you can compare them. Can you spot all 5 differences between the American Widgeon (left) and Green-winged Teal (right)?

The Ducks in the Green Masks

Feb. 14, 2013. Desjardins Canal Feb. 7, 2013. Red Hill Outlet
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to confirm that oxygen is being effectively transported from 
the vadose zone (the unsaturated area above the water table) 
to the phreatic zone (the saturated area below the water table). 
Solubility is correlated to atmospheric pressure and inversely 
correlated to temperature and salinity. This has implications for 
the electrochemical potential of groundwater.

Sulphate levels at Breathing Well #2 ranged from 500 to 1200 mg/L, 
an elevated reading in relation to regional levels. The presence of 
excessive sulphate results from combined evaporite dissolution 
and sulphide oxidation. Anthropogenic fertilizers may also be a 
factor. Isotope science has been successfully applied to detecting 
the origin and age of groundwater, by using the two most abundant 
isotopes in a groundwater sample. For example, sulphur isotopes 
δ18O and δ34S have been used in hydrogeochemical research 

into the source of sulphate, and are therefore a valuable tool in 
determining sulphide oxidation. Isotopes are atoms of the same 
element that differ in terms of their mass. They have same number 
of protons but different number of neutrons.  Microbial respiration 
is another geochemical process that may play a role in raising 
metal concentrations. It is a biological form of oxidation, whereby 
microorganisms consume oxygen in the presence of organic 
matter. Candace’s research showed that microbial oxidation and 
sulphide oxidation are likely causes of oxygen depletion and 
carbon dioxide enrichment in the subsurface.

Why should we care about breathing wells? Discoveries made by 
Candace and her fellow researchers have important applications. 
In a karst environment like that of the breathing well zone, 
waterborne contaminants can easily seep through sinkholes 

and cracks to infiltrate the limestone 
aquifer, affecting the quality and flow 
of groundwater. The same cracks that 
transport materials below ground also 
enable the passage of gases toward the 
surface. Breathing wells have been linked 
to the accumulation of low-oxygen gases 
in well pits. A combination of oxygen 
depletion and high carbon dioxide 
concentrations in gases emitted from 
breathing wells poses a risk of toxicity. 
In rare instances, they can prove fatal, 
as occurred in Alberta several years ago. 
Subsequent investigation concluded that 
the cause of death was asphyxiation. There 
is a need to create public awareness among 
residents of the breathing well zone, 
especially for the 70% of local residents 
who obtain their water from groundwater 
wells. 

While most of us arrived at the meeting 
completely unfamiliar with breathing wells, 
we left with the realization that breathing 
wells are an important resource that we 
need to understand and characterize. 
Thank you, Candace, for an eye-opening 
presentation on a most intriguing 
phenomenon. Candace’s thesis is now 
available online from UWO’s Electronic 
Thesis and Dissertation Repository, at 
http://ir.lib.uwo.ca/etd/1105/.
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Every Sunday (including holiday weekends), 2-3:30 p.m.. Get Back to Nature Hikes at RBG. Free (donations welcome). NOTE: 
Our trails are rocky and muddy. Baby carriers work well, most trails are not suitable for strollers, except those designed for off-
sidewalk use. Dress for the weather and meet your leader at the following locations. In the event of inclement weather, call our 
Program Update Line at 905-527-1158, ext. 404; cancellation messages are posted by 1 p.m. 

Hike rotation is:
1st Sunday of every month: Hendrie Valley; meet at Cherry Hill Gate
2nd: Princess Point; meet at the parking lot
3rd: Cootes North Shore; meet at the Nature Centre
4th: Cootes South Shore; meet at the Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton
5th: Rock Chapel; meet at the parking lot

Alternating Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. (unless otherwise noted) Home-Schoolers Afternoons: ages 4-12, and 13-17. Fee: $7.50. Please 
see www.rbg.ca for schedule and to pre-register, or call 905-527-1158 ext 270.

Mon. Mar 11, 20113, 7:30 pm. MONTHLY MEETING: FROM ALASKA TO CENTRAL AMERICA: HIGHLIGHTS FROM A DECADE 
OF FIELDWORK. Matt Timpf will describe some of the research projects he has assisted with over the past decade. You will 
hear about the breeding biology of various study species, as well as the different techniques he’s used to conduct fieldwork. 
In addition to birds he will also share his experiences with the many interesting and exciting creatures and people he has 
encountered on his adventures.
Matt Timpf was encouraged from an early age to appreciate and explore the natural history of his surroundings. Growing up in 
the Long Point area was the perfect place to foster this relationship, and it helped prepare him for a career as a field biologist. 
He graduated from Queen’s University with a Bachelor of Science, majoring in Biology. For a good part of the past decade Matt 
has been doing bird fieldwork throughout North and Central America. He currently resides in Southern Ontario and is an active 
volunteer at the Ruthven Park banding station.

Mar (14-21), 2013 To Be Determined LONG POINT WATERFOWL OUTING Based on interest and availability, we may have 
another outing by bus to Long Point. Contact Bill Lamond. bill-lamond@hotmail.com

Sun. March 17, 2 – 4 pm, Nature’s Babies. A great family program teaching about various animal young. Important 
tips provided in case you ever encounter a juvenile animal. Fee: $12 (family rate $30). Nature Centre, Arboretum 
location.

Mon. Mar 18, 2013, 7:30 pm. BIRD STUDY GROUP MEETING. Burlington Senior’s Centre, Auditorium B, 2285 New Street, 
Burlington. Birding with a Purpose: making your observations count with eBird by Mike Burrell

Sun. Mar. 24 - Rehibilitation of  Escarpment Quarries – Moreen Miller, president of the Ontario Stone, Sand, and Gravel 
Association. Held in the Hamilton Waterfront Trust Auditorium on Discovery Lane on Sunday afternoons from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m. followed by light refreshments.  Cost is $ 3;00 PER PERSON.

Fri. Mar 29, 2013.  OPEN HOUSE BEAMER MEMORIAL CA Come and join Mike Street at the annual open house for raptor 
watching at Beamer Memorial Conservation Authority. This annual event has taken place for the past 24 years. Bring binoculars. 
By day’s end, birders will probably have sighted up to 2,000 birds. There will also be live bird presentations. Contact: Mike 
Street (905) 648-3737

HNC Bookkeeper Retires

Marion Fletcher, our bookkeeper,  is retiring after a number of years of meticulous maintenance of the 
club financial books of record and monthly preparation of financial statements.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, the Treasurer would like to publicly thank Marion for her trustwor-
thy performance of these volunteer duties.   Jim Heslop.
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April-May. BIRD BANDING AT RUTHVEN PARK. Come and learn about the birds and their migration from expert, dedicated 
birders who operate the banding lab every day from dawn till noon, unless it’s very windy or wet. You will be able to see a 
variety of warblers and other birds up close, as they are taken out of the mist nets and carefully weighed and measured and 
their data recorded. Check the Ruthven website: www.ruthvenpark.ca. Call: Rick Ludkin: 905-765-4963 for details. 

Sat. April 6, 2012, 9:30 am. A WALK ALONG THE WEST HARBOUR TRAIL FEATURING THE HAMILTON HARBOUR REMEDIAL 
ACTION PLAN John Hall has been the coordinator of this exciting project and you will be amazed at the innovative and detailed 
planning that went into the building of this very popular waterfront trail. We are delighted that he will repeat this hike for the 
HNC in the spring. You will learn about a 50,000 cubic meter sewage holding tank, the construction of the fish-way which is 
unique in the world, a former toxic landfill, some of the harbour’s original oaks, a floating roadway and much more. No doubt 
you will also enjoy the birds in and around the harbour, so be sure to bring binoculars and dress warmly. For further details 
contact John Hall: john.hall@ec.gc.ca . Meet at Bayfront Parking Lot, Bay St. N., Pier 4 and hike toward the fish barrier. 

Mon. April 8, 2013, 7:30 pm. MONTHLY MEETING: FUNGI, FRIEND OR FOE? 
Kyle McLoughlin invites us to exlore a kingdom of life you never knew was so important – or so cool. This talk will focus on 
the interaction of fungi with the living environment, and try to dispel some of the misinformation regarding these helpful 
organisms. Mushrooms and their cohorts (cankers, conks, etc.) perform many roles beyond the ‘rotten’ reputation for which 
they are famous. In this brief lecture we will explore the fascinating lives of fungus, with a focus on species found in the Niagara 
escarpment and Carolinian forest. From slime that you can keep as a pet, to the creatures that connect forest trees together 
like the internet, this talk is for anyone that wants to understand the critical role fungus plays in our ecosystem. Although we 
will only scratch the surface, you will certainly find yourself mystified by these incredible beings.

Fri. April 12, 7:00 pm Sharp, W.J. MCCALLION PLANETARIUM, MCMASTER. Shows typically last about an hour, depending on 
the interest and age of the audience. Emphasis of the first section of the show is on constellations (dominated by those up at 
the current time of the year) including the Dippers and North Star. The second section of the show takes you on a tour of the 
planets in our Solar System. Along the way, other fascinating objects inside and outside of our own Galaxy are also shown if 
time and interest permit. Email Fran Hicks hicksfran@cogeco.ca to register. $5.00 per person payable at the door. Maximum 
35, minimum 20 people. This show was sold out last time we booked it!

Sat. April 13. The Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch Annual Dinner will be at St Andrew’s Church Hall in Grimsby.  Arrive at 5:15 for 
Social time and dinner at 6:15. Stuart Mackenzie will speak about the work done at Long Point Bird Observatory in monitoring 
migrations.  The dinner is open to both members and non-members.  Contact: Mike Street (905) 648 3737.

Sat. April 20, 2013, 1:00 pm. SPRING OUTING AT ERAMOSA KARST. Come and explore the newly established Eramosa Karst CA 
on Hamilton mountain. Visit sinking streams, sinkholes, karren, springs and caves with Marcus Buck, who will introduce you to 
all of these special geological features of the area and explain why they need to be protected. A pair of Long Eared Owls nested 
here in 2009 and raised 3 owlets. Meet at 1:00 p.m. at the entrance kiosk in the parking lot on the east side of Mt. Albion 
Road., a short distance south of Highland Rd., W. Contact: Marcus Buck: 905-575-4759 or email : mbuck@karstsolutions.com . 
Entrance kiosk, parking lot on east side of Mt. Albion Rd., Hamilton

Sun. April 21, 2013, 8:00 am. BEVERLY SWAMP EARLY WILDFLOWER IDENTIFICATION AND  PHOTOGRAPHY. Please join Don 
Corby, wildflower photographer, in the Beverly Swamp to discover early wildflowers on this very popular outing. We will be 
looking for Bloodroot, Hepatica and perhaps even Trilliums depending on weather. Bring your cameras and field guides and get 
some pointers on shooting wildflowers in Don’s favorite spots to find these early flowers. Contact: Don Corby (905) 689-1976. 
Meet on the 8th Concession W., in Flamborough, 8km in from Hwy 6, past Antrum Glen Retirement Community on the North 
(left) side, just where 8th Concession and Spencer Creek meet. Parking area on north side of 8th west.

Sat. April 27, 2013. TRIVIA NIGHT! This HNC fundraiser is to help permanently protect land in the Beverly Swamp located in 
North Flamborough made up of the best and largest forested wetland in Southern Ontario. Be sure to attend a night of trivia 
and great fun! Stay tuned for the selected date to be posted on the HNC website or contact Jen Baker: 905-524-3339 or land@
hamiltonnature.org

May 12 to May 16 2013 - SPRING CAMPING AT PPNP -   We have reserved spots in the Group Campground at Point Pelee National 
Park.   Tent Camping only.  Campers list is full. There is a waiting list. As in the past, HNC members are welcome to stop by and 
visit at our tent site, Little Raccoon North Campground. Leader Frank Morley 905-575-0668

D a t e s  t o  R e m e m b e r ,  M a y ,  2 0 1 3
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Bring out your Inner Amphibian!   

Have some fun this spring by counting frogs and toads in wetlands around the Hamilton Region! The Natural Areas 
Inventory 2 Project is seeking nature lovers to help out collecting information about the presence and abundance of 
amphibian species with a modified Marsh Monitoring Program. Amphibian surveys require arranging your own travel 
to a wetland assigned by the Coordinator, but we will try to make them convenient for the participant. Monitoring 
amphibians requires attending the annual spring workshop for training. Each survey is 3 min in length and there may 
be up to 8 surveys per wetland (but most likely 1-2). Each survey location should be visited 3 times per year (1st survey: 
April 15-30; 2nd survey: May 15-30; 3rd survey: June 15-30). Surveys start at a half an hour after sunset and must be 
finished before midnight. You will need to learn, or be able to identify 13 frog/toad calls of the region.

It’s really easy to get involved and the first step is to attend the workshop where you’ll be taught important monitoring 
skills and be able to sign-up either on your own or as a group. If you are interested in getting involved as a volunteer, 
the workshop will be held on Saturday March 23, 2013 from 1-4pm at the Hamilton Conservation Authority’s main 
office in Ancaster. It will be free of charge and open to the public.
For more information on how to get to the main office, please visit http://www.conservationhamilton.ca/contact-info-
directions-all-locations.  Please register by emailing Nicholas.Schwetz@conservationhamilton.ca as space is limited.
We look forward to seeing you at the workshop.

Big Year (continued)

Netitishi Point, about 33 km east of Moosonee, reached only by 
helicopter at that time of year. His target wish list included about 
a dozen birds he had still not seen. In the first few days there, 
he easily added Purple Sandpiper, Gyrfalcon, Common Eider 
and Northern Gannet to his list, which tied the record! It took 
a further week for him to add his next year bird and the record 
breaker (# 339) – a Northern Fulmar! They were delayed getting 
out of James Bay by high winds indirectly caused by Hurricane 
Sandy, which was ravaging eastern North America. He was able 
to add Great Cormorant (1st record for northern Ontario), Black-
legged Kittiwake and Western Kingbird (3rd record for southern 
James Bay) before leaving for the south. While he had missed 
some rarities blown into the Hamilton region and elsewhere by 
the big storm, he was quite pleased with the results of his north-
ern trip. His count for the year had now reached 342!

Part Nine lasted from November 8 to December 31 and new 
sightings were few and far between, but the pressure was off as 
the record had been broken. Two final sightings of a Cave Swal-
low (at Point Pelee) and a Pacific Loon (at East Lake near Bel-
leville) brought his total to 344 species for the year. His progress 
at each stage of the way can be seen in the table on the next page. 
He was also able to photograph 300 of the species sighted. 

Josh’s story was a fascinating one as it illustrated that anyone 

using the modern networking tools now available to birders can 
strategically plan to see a very large number of birds in a given 
amount of time. It’s a totally new game! All it takes is desire, 
physical and mental stamina, willingness and the means to 
travel on short notice (sometimes to remote places with uncom-
fortable accommodations, bugs, bears and inclement weather), 
and the observational skills necessary to positively identify 
each bird being seen. Obviously Josh knew his birds and had a 
well-planned strategy going into his Big Year and he executed it 
superbly. Let’s hope his new record stands for a long time.

After Cheryl thanked Josh for his talk and congratulated him 
on his achievement, we had an identification session with Bob 
Curry, who told us how to distinguish between Common and 
Hoary Redpolls. He first explained that every five to six years 
we get irruptions of Hoary Redpolls that fly south from their 
normal wintering grounds in northern Ontario when their pre-
ferred food supplies are not available. They’re often found with 
Common Redpolls so Bob explained how we could tell them 
apart using plates from Collins Bird Guide by Killian Mullar-
ney, Lars Svensson, et al. and Lars Jonsson’s Birds of Europe and 
photos from various sources, including Jean Iron and Brandon 
Holden.

The Common Redpoll (Carduelis flammea) is a small finch with 
a red cap, a black chin and distinct streaks on its flanks, rump 
and undertail coverts. It has two subspecies: Southern (C. f. flam-

mea) and Greenland (Greater) C. f. rostrata. The Greater is larger 
and darker than the Southern.

The Hoary Redpoll (Carduelis hornemanni) is similar to the 
Common but is paler in colour and has less or no streaking on 
its rump and undertail coverts. It also has two subspecies: South-
ern (C. h. exilipes) and Greenland or Arctic (Hornemann’s) (C. h. 
hornemanni). Hornemann’s is distinguished from Southern by its 
larger size and even paler colour. The bill of the Hoary is slightly 
smaller than the Common’s but Bob advised that Sibley’s guide 
says not to depend on bill characteristics to distinguish between 
the two – it’s better to look at plumage characteristics.

A mixed flock of Snow Buntings (above), Lapland Longspurs (below left), and 
Horned Larks (below right) were hanging out at Fallsview Road in Dundas. 

February 13, 2013. Photos by Joanne Redwood.
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mea) and Greenland (Greater) C. f. rostrata. The Greater is larger 
and darker than the Southern.

The Hoary Redpoll (Carduelis hornemanni) is similar to the 
Common but is paler in colour and has less or no streaking on 
its rump and undertail coverts. It also has two subspecies: South-
ern (C. h. exilipes) and Greenland or Arctic (Hornemann’s) (C. h. 
hornemanni). Hornemann’s is distinguished from Southern by its 
larger size and even paler colour. The bill of the Hoary is slightly 
smaller than the Common’s but Bob advised that Sibley’s guide 
says not to depend on bill characteristics to distinguish between 
the two – it’s better to look at plumage characteristics.

One interesting photo that we were shown (from Michael Butler in 
Marathon, ON near Thunder Bay) had all four subspecies eating 
seed spread on a tree stump feeder so you could compare the sizes 
and the plumages quite easily! Redpolls will come to feeders in 
our area from February through April, so be on the lookout for 
mixed flocks and check for Hoaries!

With that the meeting ended and the satisfied audience dispersed 
into the cold winter night. I wonder how many people left think-
ing they might like to try a Big Year someday, or how many just 
wanted to save the gas and go and look for a Hoary Redpoll on a 
local feeder! (End of Article)

                 Number of birds per code

Part # Date Started Total 1&2 3         4-6

  1 January 7 138 130 - 8

  2 February 18 175 164 - 9

  3 April 15 306 266 25 15

  4 May 26  318 266 31 21

  5 July 3  330 275 34 21

  6 September 3 331 275 34 22

  7 October 3 334 276 35 23

  8 October 19 342 276 38 28

  9 November 8 344 276 40 28A mixed flock of Snow Buntings (above), Lapland Longspurs (below left), and 
Horned Larks (below right) were hanging out at Fallsview Road in Dundas. 

February 13, 2013. Photos by Joanne Redwood.
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Highlights from the Minutes of the Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club Board Meeting, January 10, 2013.
by Joyce Litster

Items Discussed

Website Renewal:   Lindsay Burtenshaw has met several times with the Mohawk College professors and students who will undertake 
the development of a marketing strategy and website plan for HNC.  The students want to know and understand our goals and will 
develop a survey for HNC Membership.  There is no cost to the Club for this work as it is part of the students’ learning experience.  They 
hope to complete the project by next Christmas.

Niagara to GTA Corridor:   Gord McNulty reported that the current option appears to be expansion of existing highways instead of 
a new one.  Terry Carleton suggested that the Club send a letter signed by the President to Bob Chiarelli, Minister of Transportation,  
expressing the Club’s point of view, and this has been done.  

La Salle Marina and the Trumpeter Swans:    The Board recommended that concerned HNC members write to the City of Burlington 
expressing their views on the effect of the proposed wave break on the Trumpeter Swans that winter at La Salle.

Aerotropolis:    The hearing into Aerotropolis starts the week of January 14 and will last two or three weeks.  Terry Carleton will rep-
resent the Club at the hearing.  At this time, the city seems unsure of how much land it needs because companies have not shown a lot 
of interest in the project and the airport is not doing as well as the City had expected.

EnviroHero Award:    Herman van Barneveld brought to the Board’s attention an award that will be made by Earth Day Canada to a 
deserving environmental volunteer.  Michael Fischer will look into the possibility of an HNC volunteer being nominated for the award.  
The winner receives $10,000 which goes to their organization.

Personal Reimbursement:   The Board has increased the mileage allowance for individuals doing work for the Club from $0.40 to $0.41 

Did you know you could help protect 
nature forever by leaving a bequest 

with the  Hamilton Naturalists’ Club?  
In the past, HNC members generously have left 

bequests, which have helped the Club further its 
work to protect nature through land preservation, 

conservation, education, and research.   

If you are interested in creating a natural legacy and                         
helping to protect nature in perpetuity, please contact Jen 
Baker at 905-524-3339 or email land@hamiltonnature.org 
for more information or for a copy of our free brochure.  



The Wood Duck - March, 2013 The Wood Duck - March, 2013 Page 161

Irish Luck Needed for Comet
by Mario Carr

Everyone knows that March 17th is famous for St. Patrick’s Day. 

With a little bit of Irish luck, you might see Comet PanSTARRS, 
named after the Panoramic Survey Telescope and Rapid Re-
sponse System (PanSTARRS), designed to deal with comets, as-
teroids and other space items that threaten the Earth. In addi-
tion, you might see a grouping consisting of the Waxing Moon, 
Jupiter, and Aldebaran high in the western evening twilight sky.

Unfortunately, comets can be unpredictable. As they move closer 
to the sun, they could either fizzle out or become brilliant. On 
March 10 it will be at its closest point to the Sun, or at perihelion, 
at 44 million kilometres from the Sun. It’s closest to the Earth on 
March 5 at 162 million kilometres.

If the comet becomes brilliant, we could see it as a naked eye ce-
lestial object low in the western sky at twilight a few days before 
on March 7 or 8. As it makes its closest approach to the Sun, it 
could become brighter. Also, each night it may appear higher in 
the sky. On March 9, it could be at its best. Hopefully, you can see 
a tail as well. 

It’s been a while since we’ve seen a naked eye comet in the Ca-
nadian sky. The last time was 2007 with Comets McNaught and 
Holmes but neither were spectacular.  To see a truly spectacular 
comet, we have to go back March 1997 when Comet Hale-Bopp 
graced our Canadian skies. Hopefully, Comet PanSTARRS will 
be just as bright and spectacular with a little Irish luck.

Here are the March stargazer events. Most are listed in the Ham-
ilton Amateur Astronomers calendar. 

Planet watching

For most of the month, only two planets are visible. Jupiter can 
be seen in high in the western sky near the Hyades setting near 
midnight and Saturn rises late evening. 

March 1 – The Waxing Moon is just below Saturn around mid-
night in the southeast.

March 4 –  Last Quarter Moon.

March 8 – Hamilton Amateur Astronomers meeting 7:30-9:30 
p.m., Spectator building, 44 Frid St., Hamilton.. Free admission 
with door prizes. An optional food bank donation of non-perish-
able goods will be collected. 

March 10 – Daylight Savings Time begins so set your clocks one 
hour ahead.

March 12 – The Waxing Moon groups with Comet PanSTARRS 
low in the evening sky.

March 16 – The Crescent Moon groups with the Pleiades in the 
evening sky.

March 18 – Jupiter groups with Aldebaran in the evening sky.

March 19 – First Quarter Moon

March 20 – Spring finally arrives with the Vernal Equinox at 7:02 
a.m.

March 27 – The Full Moon (called the Storm Moon this month) 
groups with Spica.

March 28 – The Moon groups with Saturn around midnight. 

For more information, please see the Hamilton Amateur Astron-
omers web site at www.amateurastronomy.org or call (905) 
627-4323.

Mario Carr is the HAA’s director of public education and appears 
on CHCH-TV to talk about the night sky. He’s also a member 
of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. He can be reached at mario-
carr@cogeco.ca. 

Highlights from the Minutes of the Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club Board Meeting, January 10, 2013.
by Joyce Litster

Items Discussed

Website Renewal:   Lindsay Burtenshaw has met several times with the Mohawk College professors and students who will undertake 
the development of a marketing strategy and website plan for HNC.  The students want to know and understand our goals and will 
develop a survey for HNC Membership.  There is no cost to the Club for this work as it is part of the students’ learning experience.  They 
hope to complete the project by next Christmas.

Niagara to GTA Corridor:   Gord McNulty reported that the current option appears to be expansion of existing highways instead of 
a new one.  Terry Carleton suggested that the Club send a letter signed by the President to Bob Chiarelli, Minister of Transportation,  
expressing the Club’s point of view, and this has been done.  

La Salle Marina and the Trumpeter Swans:    The Board recommended that concerned HNC members write to the City of Burlington 
expressing their views on the effect of the proposed wave break on the Trumpeter Swans that winter at La Salle.

Aerotropolis:    The hearing into Aerotropolis starts the week of January 14 and will last two or three weeks.  Terry Carleton will rep-
resent the Club at the hearing.  At this time, the city seems unsure of how much land it needs because companies have not shown a lot 
of interest in the project and the airport is not doing as well as the City had expected.

EnviroHero Award:    Herman van Barneveld brought to the Board’s attention an award that will be made by Earth Day Canada to a 
deserving environmental volunteer.  Michael Fischer will look into the possibility of an HNC volunteer being nominated for the award.  
The winner receives $10,000 which goes to their organization.

Personal Reimbursement:   The Board has increased the mileage allowance for individuals doing work for the Club from $0.40 to $0.41 

Redhead. January 23, 2013. Photo by Barry Armstrong.
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Noteworthy Bird Records – November and December, 2012
By Rob Dobos

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2012 to December 31: 295.  Underlined species or dates require documen-
tation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee.  Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records 
Committee.  For species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed.  For all other species, only highlights are listed.  Note 

that the species order follows the most recent American Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements. 

Observers: Jim Baker (JBk), Anna Baranova (ABa), Glenn Barrett (GBa), Gerten Basom (GBs), David Bell (DBe), Barrie Boatman (BBo), Peter Booker (PBo), Duane Brown (DBn), Jim 

Burrell (JBu), Ken Burrell (KBu), Mike Burrell (MBu), Chris Burris (CBu), Mike Cadman (MCa), Terry Carleton (TCa), Barb Charlton (BC), Helen Colvin (HCo), Barry Coombs (BCo), 

Mark Cranford (MCr), William Crins (WC), Sandy Darling (SD), Karl Dix (KD), Rob Dobos (RD), Dave R. Don (DD), Mark Dorriesfield (MDo), Chris Dunn (CDu), Chris Earley (CEy), 

Judy Eberspaecher (JEb), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Sue Edwards (SE), Luc Fazio (LF), David Flook (DF), Janet Forjan (JFo), Brett Fried (BF), Christian Friis 

(CF), Nancy Furber (NF), Denys Gardiner (DG), Sharon Gardiner (SG), Helga Gerhardt (HGe), Alex Gray (AG), Jerry Guenther (JGu), Marlene Hart (MHa), Erika Hentsch (EHe), 

Fran Hicks (FHi), Tyler Hoar (TH), Brandon Holden (BH), Eric Holden (EH), Sue Holden (SHo), George Holland (GH), Frank Horvath (FH), Sandra Horvath (SH), Jackson Hudecki 

(JHu), Lukian Husak (LHu), Zakhar Husak (ZHu), Mourad Jabra (MJa), Mark Jennings (MJ), Andrew Keaveney (AK), Kevin Kerr (KKe), Tim King (TK), Jessica Klawunn (JKn), Ur-

sula Kolster (UK), Karl Konze (KK), John Lamey (JLa), Bill Lamond (BL), Joyce Litster (JLi), Ed Long (EL), Tim Lucas (TLu), Rick Ludkin (RL), John Lytwyn (JLy), Rob Maciver (RM), 

Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Stu Mackenzie (SM), Kathleen MacNamara (KMN), Len Manning (LMa), Lou Marsh (LM), Reuven Martin (RMa), Arlene McCaw (AMC), Sheldon McGregor 

(SMG), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Lois McNaught (LMN), Brian Michell (BMi), Dolores Michell (DMi), Matt Mills (MM), Bill Morden (BMo), Ryk Naves (RNa), George Naylor (GN), 

Ken Newcombe (KN), Brennan Obermayer (BOb), Ben Oldfield (BO), Terry Osborne (TO), Jesse Pakkala (JPk), Don Perks (DP), Mary Pomfret (MP), Norm Pomfret (NP), Craig Pot-

ter (CPo), Bill Read (BR), Joanne Redwood (JRe), Garth Riley (GR), Mike Runtz (MRu), Greg Salter (GSa), Yves Scholten (YS), Caleb Scholtens (CSc), Peter Scholtens (PSc), Alf Senior 

(AS), Elaine Serena (ES), Bill Smith (BS), Paul Smith (PS), Ralph Speak (RSp), Chris Street (CS), Mike Street (MS), Neil Taylor (NT), James Telford (JTe), Lisa Teskey (LTe), Tom Thomas 

(TT), Brenda Treen (BTr), Jim Treen (JTr), Fred Urie (FU), Josh Vandermeulen (JV), Marina van Twest (MvT), Rohan van Twest (RvT), John Vieira (JVi), Phil Waggett (PWg), Rob Wald-

huber (RW), Phil Walker (PWr), Jim Watt (JWa), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Bill Wilson (BWi), Heather Wilson (HWi), Brian Wylie (BW), many observers (m.obs.).

Legend:
* -first occurrence for the year
F -first occurrence for the
 migration
L -last occurrence for the
 migration
HSA -Hamilton Study Area
SM –singing male
terr. –territorial bird

Plumages, etc.:
m. -male
f. -female
ad. -adult
ba. -basic
alt. -alternate
imm. -immature
juv. -juvenile
1st  yr. –first year

County/Region/City:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

Members outing to the Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary
The HNC became Ontario’s first land trust in 1961 with the acquisition of the Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary located 
close to Turkey Point.  The 166 acre sanctuary is largely composed of old growth Carolinian forest and protects over 20 
at risk species.  It is a very special place that has been visited by naturalists and biologists from across Ontario for decades.  

The northern part of the sanctuary is made up of a pine plantation that the Sanctuary Land Trust Committee has been working 
for over 10 years to restore to its native oak savanna habitat.  This has involved creating clearings within the plantation, conduct-
ing a prescribed burn, managing invasive species, monitoring and surveying endangered plants like Eastern Flowering Dogwood.

We invite HNC members to join us on Saturday, June 1 for a special field event to visit the sanctuary when the forest is alive 
with birds, wildflowers, and a large number of flowering Dogwoods! It is also a great opportunity to talk to the ecologists about 
the restoration and monitoring work being done.  We ask that you register by May 13th for the event to help us arrange hike 
leaders, lunch and transportation.  There will be a $10 fee to reserve your spot (an extra fee may be required to help cover 
transportation and lunch).  You will be able to sign up for this special field event at the monthly meetings or by contacting Jen 
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Snow Goose#: Two at Stoney Creek 
lakeshore [HM] Nov 4 (BS,PWr,AS); Five 
white morph past Fifty Point C.A. [HM/
NG] Nov 11 (RD et al.), and one white 
morph there Dec 25 (SM et al.); nine 
off Green Rd [HM] Nov 14 (GH); four at 
Indian Trail, Brantford [BR] Nov 23 (DD); 
one white morph at D’Aubigny Sports 
Fields, Brantford [BR] Nov 28 (EL); one 
blue morph at Green Mt Rd Quarry [HM] 
Dec 1 (CBu); one ad. at 6th Line N of 
Upper Middle Rd [HL] Dec 15-16 (DP; 
JVi); one blue morph at Rock Chapel Golf 
Course [HM] Dec 23 (JV).
Brant#: One off Bronte Harbour [HL] Oct 
26 (MJ); one juv. at Burlington Beachstrip 
[HL] Nov 1 (KM); one at Burlington 
lakeshore [HL] Nov 4 (RC,GS, et al.); 41 
past Van Wagners Beach [HM] Nov 4 
(WC,MRu). 
Cackling Goose#: One at Islay Lake, 
Derry Rd [HL] Nov 7 (YS); one at Van 
Wagners Beach Nov 30 (BH,EH); 12 at 
Valens C.A. [HM] Dec 1 (BF); one at Rock 
Chapel Golf Course Dec 23 (JV); two at 
West End of Lake Ontario (BS,AS,NT) 
and two at Hidden Lake Golf Course [HL] 
(BL) Dec 26. 
Trumpeter Swan: Three at Mountsberg 
C.A. [WL/HM] Dec 1-7 (MCa et al.); 14 at 
Neibauer’s Marsh [WL] Dec 17 (MHa).
Tundra Swan: Birds at Dundas Marsh 
[HM]: 24 –Nov 12 (RD,CE), 149 –Dec 3 
(CE), 80 –Dec 5 (KM); 60 on Harbour off 
LaSalle Marina [HM] Nov 27 (KM), and 
five there Dec 2 (CE); two at Mountsberg 
C.A. Dec 7-9 (JV; m.obs.); 13 at Hamilton 
Harbour Dec 26 (m.obs.).
Wood Duck: Three at Mountsberg C.A. 
Dec 7 (FU); two at Dundas Marsh Dec 
29 (JFo); one f. at Oakville Sewage 
Treatment Plant [HL] Dec 29 (TH).
Gadwall: 238 at Dundas Marsh Nov 4 
(RD,CE).
Eurasian Wigeon#: One m. at 
Mountsberg C.A. Nov 4*-17 (RvT,MvT; 
m.obs.) provided only the second fall 
record for the HSA.
American Wigeon: One m. at Bronte 
Harbour Dec 1-2 (RD et al.); one at 
LaSalle Marina Dec 23 (KN).
Blue-winged Teal: One f. at Barries 
Lake, Cambridge [WT] Nov 4 L 
(KBu,MBu,JBu). 
Northern Shoveler: 275 at Dundas 
Marsh Dec 5 (KM); 285 counted at 
Hamilton Harbour Dec 26 (m.obs.). 
Northern Pintail: Two m. at Mountsberg 
C.A. Nov 24-Dec 1 (JLi,FHi; m.obs.); six 
at Valens C.A. and seven at Puslinch 
Lake [WL] Dec 16 (KBu,MBu,JBu).
Green-winged Teal: 20 at Dundas Marsh 

Dec 5 (KM); 38 counted at Hamilton 
Harbour Dec 26 (m.obs.). 
Canvasback: 188 counted at Hamilton 
Harbour Dec 26 (RD et al.).
Ring-necked Duck: 95 counted at 
Hamilton Harbour Dec 26 (m.obs.).
King Eider#: One 1st yr. m. off Green Rd/ 
L.P. Sayers Park [HM] Nov 14F-23 (KM; 
m.obs.), and two 1st yr. m. there Nov 24-
Dec 3 (KBu et al.); one ad. m. off Green 
Rd/Grays Rd Dec 15-19 (BH; m.obs.).
Harlequin Duck#: One imm. m. off 
Glover Rd [HM] and one f. off Fifty Rd 
[HM] Nov 4 (BS,AS,PWr); birds off 
Arkendo Park, Oakville [HL]: 1m. + 
2f. –Nov 4 (LF), 1m. + 1f. Nov 7-Dec 3 
(m.obs.), 2 m. –Dec 3-23 (m.obs.).
Black Scoter: 31 off Stoney Creek 
Lakeshore [HM] Dec 28 (RD).
Hooded Merganser: 80 at Long Pond, 
RBG [HL] Nov 3 (BCo); 28 at Red Hill 
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond [HM] 
Nov 18 (LMa,LTe); 100 at Desjardins 
Canal, Dundas [HM] Dec 1 (RD et al.); 76 
at Puslinch Lake Dec 16 (KBu,MBu,JBu); 
157 counted at Hamilton Harbour Dec 26 
(m.obs.).
Ruddy Duck: 543 counted at Hamilton 
Harbour Dec 26 (m.obs.).  
Ruffed Grouse#: One at Westover Rd 
N of Conc 8 [HM] Nov 19 and Dec 24-28 
(PS); one at Conc 2 W of County Rd 35 
[WL] Dec 6 (DBe).
Wild Turkey: 154 counted throughout the 
HSA Nov 4 (m.obs.); up to 12 at Westover 
Rd N of Conc 8 Nov 10-Dec 28 (PS); 29 
at McMillan Pit, Puslinch [WL] Dec 4 (JV); 
30 at Hwy 6 N of Parkside Dr [HM] Dec 9 
(TO); nine at Hwy 403 W of Hwy 6 N [HM] 
Dec 19 (BCo); a total of 98 counted in 
Hamilton area Dec 26 (m.obs.).
Red-throated Loon#: Five over 
Woodland Cemetery [HM] Nov 3 
(RD,BC,DD); four off Grays Rd Nov 20 
(KM); three off Van Wagners Beach Nov 
30 (BH,EH); two off Green Rd Dec 1 
(BH); two at Valley Inn [HM/HL] Dec 5 
(KM); two at Dundas Marsh Dec 7 (TT); 
one at Hamilton Harbour Waterfront Trail 
[HM] Dec 9-12 (LMN); three off LaSalle 
Marina Dec 19 (JWa). 
PACIFIC LOON#: One past Green Rd 
Dec 26 * (BH) provided the latest record 
for the HSA.
Common Loon: 12 off Van Wagners 
Beach Nov 30 (BH,EH); one at West End 
of Harbour Dec 19-24 (AWi; RD); one off 
LaSalle Marina Dec 19 (JWa); one past 
Green Rd Dec 26 (BH). 
Pied-billed Grebe: One at Desjardins 
Canal, Dundas Nov 29-Dec 26 (AWi et 
al.); one off LaSalle Marina Dec 2 (CE); 

one at West End of Harbour Dec 24-26 
(RD; m.obs.). 
Horned Grebe: 20 off Shoreacres [HL] 
Nov 1 (KM); six at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 6 
(BF); two off Arkendo Park, Oakville Dec 
3 (CE); one off Burlington Beachstrip Dec 
13 (RD,CE). 
Red-necked Grebe: Two at Mountsberg 
C.A. Nov 6 (BF et al.), and one there Dec 
9 (DBe,JPk); two at Puslinch Lake Nov 6 
(DBe,RMa,MDo); one at Bronte Harbour 
Dec 1 (RD et al.). 
WESTERN /CLARK’S GREBE#: One 
unidentified Aechmophorus grebe flew 
past Green Rd Dec 15 (BH) provided the 
latest record for the HSA.
STORM-PETREL SPECIES#: One 
unidentified storm-petrel reported close to 
shore off Shoreacres [HL] Nov 2 (AMC) 
would be a lingerer from Hurricane Sandy.
Double-crested Cormorant: 31 counted 
on Hamilton Harbour Dec 26 (m.obs.).
Great Blue Heron: Eight at Desjardins 
Canal, Dundas Dec 9-23 (RD); 15 
counted in Hamilton area Dec 26 
(m.obs.).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Birds at 
Red Hill Creek at Eastport Dr [HM]: 15 –
Nov 16 (RD), 9 –Nov 27 (RD,CE), 8 –Dec 
1 (RD et al.); five at Van Wagners Ponds 
[HM] Nov 21 (RD), and one ad. there Dec 
5 (LMa); 10 counted at Hamilton Harbour 
Dec 26 (m.obs.).
Black Vulture#: One at Sulphur Springs 
[HM] Nov 22-27L (RNa; m.obs.) provided 
the second latest record for the HSA.
Turkey Vulture: One at Arkendo Park, 
Oakville Dec 9 (LMa,LTe); three at Hwy 
403 at Brant County border [BR] Dec 
14 (DD); one at High Level Bridge [HM] 
Dec 15 (MS); 17 roosting at St. Josephs 
Hospital, Brantford [BR] Dec 18 (DBn); 
six at Powerline & Field Rds [HM] Dec 28 
(FH,SH); nine near Jerseyville [HM] Dec 
30 (LM).
Osprey: One at Fifty Point C.A. Nov 1 
(TK); one near St George [BR] Nov 4 L 
(DW,EW)
Bald Eagle: 13 counted throughout the 
HSA Nov 4 (m.obs.); one ad. off Van 
Wagners Beach Nov 6 (BH); two ad. at 
High Level Bridge Nov 18 (SD); one ad. 
at Mountsberg C.A. Nov 18 (RD,CE,DD); 
one ad. at Peters Corners [HM] Dec 14 
(PSc); two ad. at Sydenham Rd W of 
Rock Chapel Rd [HM] Dec 17 (SD); one 
ad. at Sedgewick Forest Park, Oakville 
[HL] Dec 22 (JRe); one ad. at Appleby 
Creek mouth [HL] Dec 23 (DD); two ad. 
+ one 1st ba. at Hamilton Harbour Dec 26 
(RD,CE).  
Northern Harrier: Two at 10th Rd E & 
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Dofasco Trail [HM] Dec 28 (RD).
Northern Goshawk#: One juv. at Bronte 
Creek Prov. Park [HL] Nov 2 (MJ); five 
counted throughout the HSA on Nov 4 
(m.obs.); one juv. at Mountsberg C.A. 
Nov 11 (DBe,RMa), and one there Dec 
6 (DBe); one juv. at King St & Nash Rd, 
Hamilton [HM] Dec 1 (RW); one ad. at 
Conc 1 W of Hwy 6, Puslinch [WL] Dec 9 
(DBe,JPk).
Red-shouldered Hawk: Seven over 
Woodland Cemetery Nov 3 (RD,BC,DD); 
one at 5th Line N of 15 Sideroad [HL] Dec 
27 (LM).
Red-tailed Hawk: 126 over Aurora Cres, 
Burlington [HL] Nov 1 (CE); 54 over 
Woodland Cemetery Nov 3 (RD,BC,DD); 
one dark morph calurus at Hwy 6 & 
Oneida 4th Line [HD] Nov 18-19 (TLu).
Rough-legged Hawk: One at 10th Rd E 
& Dofasco Trail Dec 30 (LM).
Golden Eagle#: One ad. over Woodland 
Cemetery Nov 1 (DD,TT,MJa), and one 
there Nov 3 (RD,BC); six over Dunning 
Ct, Dundas [HM] (MM) and one juv. over 
Valley Inn (DD,TT) Nov 1; one ad. over 
Bronte Creek Prov. Park Nov 2 (MJ); 
one over Lowville [HL] Nov 3 (BO); 12 
counted throughout the HSA Nov 4 
(m.obs.); one at East River Rd N of Paris 
[BR] Dec 4 L (BF).  
Virginia Rail#: One at Kerncliff Park [HL] 
Nov 12 L (TT).
American Coot: 105 counted in Hamilton 
area Dec 26 (m.obs.). 
Sandhill Crane#: 35 S of Cambridge 
Nov 4 (m.obs.); 40 over Aberfoyle [WL] 
(CPo) and 50 over N Shore of Cootes 
Paradise [HM] (JHu) Dec 5; two over 
Grindstone Creek Valley [HL] Dec 26 
(ABa,CS,TT); eight over Conc 11 E of 
Centre Rd [HM] Dec 29 L (HCo) provided 
the latest fall migrants for the HSA. 
Killdeer: Two at Red Hill Parkway 
& QEW Stormwater Pond Nov 18 L 
(LMa,LTe).
Solitary Sandpiper: One at Arkendo 
Park, Oakville Nov 6 L (CE) provided a 
record-late date for the HSA.
Greater Yellowlegs: Two at Dundas 
Marsh Nov 18 L (TT).
Lesser Yellowlegs: One at Dundas 
Marsh Nov 18 L (TT).
Least Sandpiper: One at Valley Inn Nov 
29 L (KN; m.obs.) provided the third latest 
record for the HSA.
Purple Sandpiper#: One at Arkendo 
Park, Oakville Nov 4-5 (LF; m.obs.); one 
at Bronte Beach [HL] Dec 1 (MJ; m.obs.).
Dunlin: 11 at Van Wagners Beach Nov 
1 (DD); two at Dundas Marsh Nov 4 L 

(RD,CE). 
Wilson’s Snipe: One E of Burloak Rd/ 
Great Lakes Blvd [HL] Nov 4 L (MJ).
American Woodcock: Two at Bronte 
Creek Prov. Park Nov 2 (MJ); one at 
Patterson Tract [HM] (CDu) and one at 
Westdale Ravine [HM] Nov 4 L (DBe).
Black-legged Kittiwake#: Birds past 
Green Rd: 1juv. –Nov 2 (GH), 1 juv. –Dec 
15 (EH,BH), 2juv. –Dec 26 L (BH).
Bonaparte’s Gull: Six at Dundas Marsh 
Nov 12 (RD,CE); four at West End of 
Lake Ontario Dec 26 (BS et al.).  
Thayer’s Gull#: One 1st ba. at McNally 
Pit, Puslinch [WL] Dec 6 (DBe); one 
1st ba. at Puslinch Lake Dec 7-9 (JV; 
DBe,JPk); one ad. at Hamilton Harbour 
Waterfront Trail Dec 26 (SM,BM,CF).
Iceland Gull: One ad. at Mohawk Lake, 
Brantford [BR] Nov 4 (BL); one juv. off 
Van Wagners Beach Nov 6 (BH); one at 
LaSalle Marina Nov 24 (BO); one 1st ba. 
at Bronte Harbour Dec 9 (MJ); one juv. 
off Green Rd Dec 1 and one 2nd ba. there 
Dec 15 (BH); one 1st ba. at Windermere 
Basin [HM] Dec 26 (SM,BM,CF).
Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One over 
Dunning Ct, Dundas Nov 1 (MM); one at 
Hamilton Harbour Waterfront Trail Nov 4 
(LMa,LHu,ZHu), and one ad. there Dec 
26 (SM,BM,CF); birds off Van Wagners 
Beach: 1 1st ba. –Nov 4 (WC,MRu), 3juv. 
–Nov 6 (BH), 1 2nd ba. –Nov 7 (RD et 
al.), 1ad. –Dec 26 (AK), 1 1st ba. –Dec 27 
(LMa,LHu,ZHu); one ad. at Arkell Rd E of 
Victoria Rd [WL] Nov 11 (DBe,RMa); one 
1st ba. at Puslinch Lake Dec 7 (JV); one 
off  Green Rd Dec 27 (GH).
Glaucous x Herring Gull hybrid 
(“Nelson’s” Gull)#: One 2nd ba. at 
Puslinch Lake Dec 15 (RvT).
Glaucous Gull: One juv. at Dundas 
Marsh Nov 4 (RD,CE); one 2nd ba. at 
Bronte Harbour Dec 2 (AWi,KWi); one 1st 
ba. at CCIW [HL] Dec 4-13 (RD); one 2nd 
ba. at Puslinch Lake Dec 7 (JV), and two 
there Dec 16 (KBu,MBu,JBu); one ad. at 
McNally Pit, Puslinch Dec 9 (DBe,JPk); 
one 1st. ba. + one 2nd ba. past Green Rd 
Dec 26 (BH).
Great Black-backed Gull: 110 counted 
in Hamilton area Dec 26 (m.obs.).
Pomarine Jaeger#: One juv. off Sixteen 
Mile Creek, Oakville [HL] Nov 4 L (LF).
Parasitic Jaeger#: One juv. past Green 
Rd Nov 2 L (GH).
Jaeger species#: One at West End of 
Lake Ontario Dec 26 L (BS,AS,NT).
Barred Owl#: The following 11 records 
were part of the largest winter irruption 
of this species into the HSA.  One at 

North Waterdown Wetlands Trails [HM] 
Nov 4F-9 (TT,PBo); one at Ofield Rd N 
of Dundas St [HM] Nov 4 F (BMi,DMi); 
one found dead at Van Wagners Beach 
Nov 8 (BH); one at University of Guelph 
Arboretum [WL] Nov 9-Dec 31 (fide CEy; 
m.obs.); one at Hendrie Valley [HL] Nov 
11 (BCo); one at Berry Tract/ Cartwright 
Sanctuary [HM] Nov 25-Dec 31 (BTr,JTr; 
TCa); one at Waterworks Park, Brantford 
[BR] circa Dec 1 (fide DBn); one at 
Preservation Park, Guelph [WL] Dec 3 
(KKe); one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park 
East Dec 7 (JV,DBe); one at Bronte 
Creek Prov. Park West Dec 11-31 (BMo; 
m.obs.); one at Puslinch Lake Dec 14 
(MBu).
Long-eared Owl#: Birds at Bronte Creek 
Prov. Park: 3 –Nov 2 F (MJ),  4 –Nov 
4 (AD), 1 –Nov 8-9 (JEb), 2 –Dec 7 
(JV,DBe), 1 –Dec 9 (RD,CE), 1 –Dec 13 
(LMa et al.); one at Thorpe St & Meadow 
Lane, Dundas [HM] Nov 12 (MM); five at 
Rockton Tract [HM] Dec 16 (DBn).
Short-eared Owl#: Three off Van 
Wagners Beach Nov 4 (BF,EHe); one at 
Southgate Dr, Guelph [WL] Dec 2-3 (JBk; 
DBe); one at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail 
Dec 28 (RD).
Northern Saw-whet Owl#: Birds banded 
at Ruthven Park, Cayuga [HD]: 3 –Nov 
3, 7 –Nov 4, 12 –Nov 6 (NF et al.); two at 
Bronte Creek Prov. Park Nov 2 (MJ) and 
one there Nov 4 (AD); one found dead at 
Van Wagners Beach Nov 8 (BH); one at 
Conc 11 E of Centre Rd [HM] Nov 11-Dec 
31 (HCo); two at Fifty Point C.A. Nov 11 
(BC,DBe,RMa); one at Hendrie Valley 
(MJ) and one at Dundas Valley C.A. [HM] 
(MS) Dec 26.
Red-bellied Woodpecker: A total of 
202 counted throughout the HSA Nov 4 
(m.obs.).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One in 
Dundas [HM] (BW) and one at Rattray 
Marsh [PL] Nov 4 (AGr); one at Blyth 
Cres, Oakville [HL] Nov 8 (JWa); one at 
University of Guelph Arboretum Nov 17 
(RMa).
Merlin: One at Bronte Harbour Nov 1 
(MJ); one at Aldershot Nov 8-Dec 26 
(RD); one at Dundas Nov 9 (RD); one 
at North Waterdown Wetlands Trails 
Nov 9 (TT); one at QEW & Guelph 
Line [HL] Nov 25 (MJ); one at QEW, 
Grimsby [NG] Dec 5 (LMa); one at Bronte 
Creek Prov. Park Dec 9 (RD); one at 
Hamilton Harbour Waterfront Trail Dec 13 
(LMa,LTe). 
Gyrfalcon#: One dark morph juv. off 
Van Wagners Beach Nov 4 * (EHe,BF) 
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provided the 13th record for the HSA and 
first since 2006.
Peregrine Falcon#: Two over Aurora 
Cres, Burlington Nov 1 (CE); one over 
Woodland Cemetery Nov 3 (RD,BC,DD); 
two at Burlington Lift Bridge [HL/HM] Nov 
1-Dec 31 (m.obs.); two at St. Lawrence 
Cement Pier [PL] Nov 4 (LF); two at 
Green Rd at Lake Nov 27 (BH); one 
at Beasley Park, Hamilton [HM] Dec 6 
(JHu). 
Eastern Phoebe: Five counted 
throughout the HSA on Nov 4: one 
at River Road, Brantford (BL), one in 
Dundas (BW), two in Bronte Creek Prov. 
Park (AD) and one at Aldershot (CS); one 
at Grand View Ave, Aldershot [HL] Dec 
24 (BH,EH,SHo).
Northern Shrike#: Two at Woodland 
Cemetery Nov 3 (RD,BC,DD); 10 counted 
throughout the HSA Nov 4 (m.obs.); 
one at Conc 4 W of Brock Rd [HM] Nov 
10 (SD); one at Conc 6 W of Westover 
[HM] Nov 12 (TT); one at Bayfront Park, 
Hamilton Nov 15 (RW); one at Leslie Rd 
W of Watson Rd [WL] Dec 4 (JV); one 
at McMillan Pit, Puslinch Dec 6 (DBe); 
one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park Dec 7 
(CE,DD); two at Conc 7 N of Conc 1, 
Puslinch [WL] Dec 9 (DBe,JPk); one at 
Hazelhurst Rd, Mississauga [PL] Dec 
12-17 (MCr; JWa); one at 5th Line N of 15 
Sideroad Dec 27 (LM); one ad. at 10th Rd 
E & Dofasco Trail Dec 28 (RD).
Common Raven#: Birds on Nov 4: two 
at Brock Rd N of Conc 4 [HM] (BC) and 
likely the same birds seen slightly further 
east (BMi,DMi), two over Hyde Tract [HM] 
(CDu), and one over Lowville [HL] (BO); 
one at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Nov 
9 (JHu); one at Hyde Tract [HM] Nov 12 
(TT); one at Bronte Rd S of Britannia Rd 
[HL] Nov 14 (YS); one at Mountsberg 
C.A. Nov 18-Dec 6 (KK; DBe); one at 
Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Nov 19 (PS); 
two at Dundas St & Rock Chapel Rd [HM] 
Dec 9 (TO); four at Downey & Forestell 
Rds, Puslinch [WL] Dec 15 (RvT); three 
at Waterdown (PBo) and one at Snake 
Rd, Aldershot [HL] (PWg) Dec 26; one at 
4th Line & 15 Sideroad [HL] Dec 27 (LM); 
one at Green Mt Rd & 10th Rd E [HM] 
Dec 30 (LM).
Horned Lark: 30 at Fallsview Rd W of 
Sydenham Rd [HM] Dec 30 (BBo).
Swallow species: One at Eastport Dr at 
Red Hill Creek Nov 14 (GBa); two past 
Green Rd at the Lake Dec 4 and two also 
there Dec 18 (GH).
Cave Swallow#: One at Bronte Harbour 
Dec 5 L (GE,SE) provided the latest 

record for the HSA. 
Barn Swallow: One ad. at Red Hill Valley 
[HM] Nov 12 (GH; LMa); birds at Skyway 
Sewage Treatment Plant, Burlington 
Beachstrip [HL]: 3 –Nov 4 (RC et al.), 
1imm. –Nov 15 (RC), 1 –Nov 26 (BH,EH), 
1ad. + 1imm. –Dec 12-31 (JTe,BOb,JKn; 
m.obs.).
Boreal Chickadee#: One at Mountsberg 
C.A. Nov 8 * (JV).
Tufted Titmouse#: One at Woodland 
Cemetery Nov 3-17 (RD,BC,DD; GN); 
a total of 17 counted throughout the 
HSA Nov 4 (m.obs.) including 10 in the 
Ruthven Park area [HD] (RL); one at 
Sawmill Rd W of Shaver Rd [HD] Nov 
10-Dec 26 (GBs); one at Rattray Marsh 
Dec 7 (JV,DBe); one at a Grimsby feeder 
[NG] Dec 8-26 (fide LMa); five at Haller 
Heights Park, Caledonia [HD] Dec 25 
(GSa).
Red-breasted Nuthatch: 20 at Gage 
Park, Hamilton [HM] Nov 4 (LMa).
House Wren: One reported at Indian Rd 
W of Mississauga Rd [PL] Dec 15 (JLa).
Marsh Wren#: One at Dundas Marsh 
Nov 4 L (RD,CE).
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at 
Sedgewick Forest Park, Oakville Dec 7 
(CE), two there Dec 9-11 (LMa et al.), 
and three there Dec 12-23 (TT,PBo; 
m.obs.); one at Waterfront Trail E of 
Winston Churchill Blvd [PL] Dec 15 
(MCr).
Eastern Bluebird: 14 over Woodland 
Cemetery Nov 3 (RD,BC,DD); four at 
Calfass Rd E of Conc 7 [WL] Dec 7-9 
(JV; m.obs.); six at Bronte Creek Prov. 
Park Dec 9 (RD,CE); 32 counted in 
Hamilton area Dec 26 (m.obs.).
Hermit Thrush: One at Linwood Cres, 
Burlington [HL] Dec 28 (ES).
Gray Catbird: One in Oakville [HL] (MCr 
et al.) Nov 4; one at Haller Heights Park, 
Caledonia Dec 29 (GSa).
Brown Thrasher: One in Oakville (MCr 
et al.) Nov 4; one at Windermere Basin 
Dec 13 (fide LMa).
American Pipit: A total of 436 counted 
throughout the HSA Nov 4 (m.obs.).
Bohemian Waxwing#: Two at Binbrook 
C.A. [HM] (MP,NP) and three at Beke Rd 
& Shouldice Sideroad [WT] (BR,RM) Nov 
4; 20 at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Nov 
6 (PS); five at Bronte Creek Prov. Park 
Nov 10 (BF); one at Conc 1 W of Hwy 6 
[WL] Nov 10 (RvT); birds at University 
of Guelph Arboretum: 47 –Nov 8 (JPk), 
19 –Nov 10 (RD,CE), 2 –Dec 9 (RMa), 75 
–Dec 18 (CEy); birds at RBG Arboretum 
[HM]: 10 –Nov 16 (DF), 2 –Nov 17 

(LMa,LTe), 6 –Nov 26 (KD); one at Conc 
1 E of Conc 7, Puslinch [WL] Nov 24 
(JLi,FHi); one at Shell Park [HL] Dec 1 
(CE); five at Little Tract, Puslinch [WL] 
Dec 3 (MHa); two at Puslinch Lake Dec 
4 (JV); four at Forest Glen Ave, Aldershot 
[HL] Dec 25 (LMa); 30 at 4th Line & 15 
Sideroad Dec 26 (LM); 75 at 17 Sideroad 
E of Hwy 25 [HL] Dec 27 (LM).
Lapland Longspur#: 35 at Green Rd at 
the Lake Nov 2 (GH); three at Burlington 
lakeshore 4 Nov (RC,GS et al.); one at 
Robinson Rd, Brantford Airport [BR] Dec 
30 (GR).
Snow Bunting: 145 past Fifty Point 
C.A. Nov 11 (RD et al.); 40 at Hwy 403 
at Brant County border Dec 14 (DD); 14 
at Woodland Cemetery Dec 21 (JLy); 
100 at Brantford Airport [BR] Dec 28 
(LMa,LHu,ZHu), and 550 there Dec 30 
(LM); 200 at Hwy 6 S of Hwy 403 [HM] 
Dec 30 (RD,CE,DD).
Orange-crowned Warbler: One E of 
Burloak Dr/ Great Lakes Blvd Nov 4 (MJ); 
two at Sedgewick Forest Park, Oakville 
Dec 9-31 (RD,CE; m.obs.) and three 
there Dec 23 (RD,CE) –one of these 
birds was likely a western subspecies.
Nashville Warbler: One at Hamilton 
Harbour Waterfront Trail Nov 4 
(ZHu,LHu,LMa); one at N Shore of 
Cootes Paradise Nov 18 (AWi,KWi); one 
at Riverwood Park, Mississauga [PL] Nov 
19 (KMN,RSp); one at Ruthven Park Nov 
20 (NF); one at Sedgewick Forest Park 
Dec 11-31 (JV; m.obs.).
Common Yellowthroat: One at 
Waterworks Park, Brantford [BR] (BL) 
and one at Hillsdale Rd E of Plains Rd 
[HL] Nov 4 (CS); one at Van Wagners 
Ponds Nov 10 (CBu); one at Rattray 
Marsh Dec 7 (JV,DBe); one at Erindale 
Park, Mississauga [PL] Dec 15 (RMa).
American Redstart: One f. at LaSalle 
Park Nov 4 L (DBe,BH).
Cape May Warbler: One m. at 
Sedgewick Forest Park, Oakville Dec 
9-31 (RD,CE; m.obs.) provided the latest 
record for the HSA.
Bay-breasted Warbler: One at 
Sedgewick Forest Park, Oakville Dec 16-
31 (DBe,JPk; m.obs.) provided the latest 
record for the HSA.
Black-throated Blue Warbler: One f. at 
Ruthven Park Nov 7 L (RL).
Pine Warbler: Three at Bronte Woods 
[HL] Dec 15 (GE,SE).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: One at 
Sedgewick Forest Park, Oakville Dec 
9 and two there Dec 17-31 (RD,CE; 
m.obs.); one at Saddington Park, 
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Port Credit [PL] Dec 12 (MCr); seven 
at Skyway Sewage Treatment Plant, 
Burlington Beachstrip Dec 14 (RD,CE), 
and 12 there Dec 18 (TT); one at Arkendo 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, Oakville 
[HL] Dec 14 (JWa), and four there Dec 24 
(RMa); two at High Level Bridge Dec 24 
(RD); two at Dundas Sewage Treatment 
Plant [HM] Dec 25 (RD). 
Eastern Towhee: One m. at Windermere 
Basin Nov 4 L (BH,DBe).
Chipping Sparrow: One at Old 
Waterdown Rd [HL] Dec 29 (RD et al.).
Field Sparrow: One at Dofasco Trail & 8th 
Rd E [HM] Dec 1 (LMa).
Savannah Sparrow: One near Fifty Point 
C.A. [HM] Nov 4 (BM); one at Conc 6 W 
of Westover Nov 12 L (TT).
Fox Sparrow: One at Mountsberg C.A. 
Dec 6 (DBe); one at Burloak Dr at Upper 
Middle Rd [HL] Dec 23 (MJa).
White-crowned Sparrow: One imm. at 
Middletown Marsh [HM] Dec 12-31 (BC); 
two ad. at Haller Heights Park, Caledonia 
Dec 28-30 (GSa; m.obs.). 
WESTERN TANAGER#: One f. at 
Westdale Ravine Nov 4 * (RD,CE) 
provided the fourth record for the HSA 
and first of a fall migrant.
Red-winged Blackbird: 20 at Homestead 
Dr, Dundas [HM] (PSc et al.) and one at 
Hendrie Valley (MJ) Dec 26.
Eastern Meadowlark: Four at Valens 
Rd S of Conc 8 [HM] Nov 4 (DG); one at 
Fifty Point C.A. Nov 17 (CSc et al.); one at 
Grass Lake [WT] Dec 22 (BR); one at 10th 
Rd & Dofasco Trail Dec 30 (LM).
Yellow-headed Blackbird#: One ad. 
m. at East River Rd & German School 
Rd [BR] Nov 12 * (BF) provided the 13th 
record for the HSA.
Rusty Blackbird: 175 at Conc 6 W of 
Kirkwall Rd [HM] Nov 1 (CDu).
Common Grackle: One at Middletown 
Marsh Dec 29 (BC); one at Haller Heights 
Park, Caledonia Dec 30 (GSa).
Brown-headed Cowbird: Seven at West 
Flamborough Dec 26 (DG); one f. at 
Haller Heights Park, Caledonia Dec 30 
(RD,CE,DD).
Pine Grosbeak#: One at Mountsberg 
C.A. Nov 4*-6 (RvT,MvT; DBe,RMa,MDo); 
two at Dumfries C.A. [BR] Nov 4 * 
(BWi,HWi,JGu); one at Green Rd at Lake 
Nov 17 (BF); two at University of Guelph 
Arboretum Nov 17 (RMa); one at Carolina 
Park, Brantford [BR] Nov 28 (BL); one f. at 
Little Tract, Puslinch Dec 3-4 (MHa; JV); 
one at Lowville Park Dec 9 (BO); one f. at 
Old Waterdown Rd Dec 26 (HGe); two at 
4th Line & 15 Sideroad Dec 26 (LM).
Purple Finch: One at University of 

Guelph Arboretum Dec 3 (RvT); three 
at Sawmill Rd W of Shaver Rd Dec 26 
(GBs); one at Linwood Cres, Burlington 
Dec 28 (ES).
Red Crossbill#: Two at Crawford Tract, 
Puslinch [WL] Nov 4 * (RvT); one m. at 
Middletown Marsh Nov 6 (BC); two at 
Burlington Beachstrip Nov 9 (BH); one 
over Downtown Brantford [BR] Nov 17 
(BL); one m. at University of Guelph 
Arboretum Nov 17 (RMa); four at East 
River Rd & German School Rd Nov 
19 (BF); two at Arkendo Watewater 
Treatment Plant Dec 24 (RMa).
White-winged Crossbill: 14 at Hyde 
Tract Nov 1 (CDu); 65 at Bronte Creek 
Prov. Park Nov 2 (MJ); 21 past Woodland 
Cemetery Nov 3 (RD,BC,DD); 40 at 
Thorpe St, Burlington [HL] Nov 3 (CS); a 
total of 427 counted throughout the HSA 
Nov 4 (m.obs.); 25 at Verhoeven Rd, 
Burlington [HL] Nov 5 (DD); 25 at Conc 
4 at Flamborough Downs [HM] Nov 6 
(SD); 10 at Arkendo Park, Oakville Nov 
10 (LHu,ZHu); 13 at East River Rd & 
German School Rd Nov 19 (BF); 13 at 
Woodland Cemetery Nov 29 (LMa,LTe); 
18 at Burlington Beachstrip Dec 12 
(JTe,JKn,BOb); one f. at St. George 
St, Brantford [BR] Dec 14 (BL); 15 at 
Saddington Park, Port Credit Dec 17-24 
(DP; RMa).
Common Redpoll: Five over Dunning 
Ct, Dundas Nov 1 F (MM); ten 
past Woodland Cemetery Nov 3 
(RD,BC,DD); 60 at Stoney Creek 
Lakeshore Nov 18 (LMa,LTe); 48 
at Aurora Cres, Burlington Dec 
2 (CE); 70 at Middletown 
Marsh Dec 5 (BC); 
40 at Lowville Park 
Dec 9 (BO); 24 at 
Hamilton Harbour 
Waterfront Trail 
Dec 21 (JLy); 40 
at Saddington Park, 
Port Credit Dec 24 
(RMa); 30 at 
Kenwood 
Ave, 

Burlington 
[HL] Dec 27 
(MJ); 50 at Globe 
Park, Hamilton [HM] Dec 27 
(LMa,LHu,ZHu); 50 at Westover Rd N 
of Conc 8 Dec 28 (PS); 50 at Green Mt 
Rd & 3rd Rd E [HM] Dec 28 (RD); 175 at 
Milborough Rd S of Campbellville Rd [HL] 
Dec 29 (RD et al.).
Hoary Redpoll#: One at Winter Way, 
Brantford [BR] Nov 30 * (DG,SG); one at 

Middletown Marsh Dec 5 (BC); one m. at 
University of Guelph Arboretum Dec 5-9 
(RvT; m.obs.); two at Sawmill Rd W of 
Shaver Rd Dec 19 (GBs); one at Haller 
Heights Park, Caledonia Dec 25 (GSa); 
one at West Flamborough (DG) and one 
at N Shore of Cootes Paradise (BW) 
Dec 26; one m. at Milborough Rd S of 
Campbellville Rd Dec 29 (RD et al.).
Pine Siskin: 33 at Bronte Woods Nov 1 
(MJ); 30 at Aurora Cres, Burlington Nov 1 
(CE); 200 at Green Rd at the Lake Nov 2 
(GH); 16 past Woodland Cemetery Nov 3 
(RD,BC,DD); 15 at Ray St, Hamilton [HM] 
Nov 13 (BCo); 20 at Foxridge Dr, Ancaster 
[HM] Dec 1 (RD et al.); 35 at Middletown 
Marsh Dec 5 (BC); 10 at Saddington Park, 
Port Credit Dec 24 (RMa).
Evening Grosbeak#: Five at Gage Park, 
Hamilton Nov 1 (LMa); four at Kirkwall Rd 
& Conc 5 [HM] Nov 1 (CDu); birds on Nov 
3: 15 –James Hillier School, Brantford 
[BR] (BL), 1m. –Woodland Cemetery 
(RD,BC,DD), 4 –Middletown Marsh 
(BC); a total of 117 counted 
throughout the HSA Nov 
4 (m.obs.); one 
m. found 
dead at 

Norma 
Cres, 

Ancaster 
[HM] Nov 5 

(SMG); two at 
Ruthven Park 

Nov 6 (RL); two 
at Arkendo Park, 
Oakville Nov 10 

(LHu,ZHu); one at 
University of Guelph 

Arboretum Nov 15 
(RMa); 80 at Green 

Rd at Lake Nov 27 
(BH); one m. at Mineral 
Springs & Slote Rds 
[HM] Dec 1 (DD et 

al.); five at Ontario St, 
Ancaster [HM] Dec 24 
(fide UK); two at Brant 
C.A. Dec 30 (LM).

Please send your bird records for 
January-February 2013 by Mar 10 to:  
Rob Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, 
Ont., L9H 3S1; ph: (905) 628-0297; 
e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca
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Presumably, this Snowy Owl has been putting a dent in the vole population around St. Catharines this winter. According to 
“Niagara Birds”, written by John Black and Kayo Roy, one owl pellet was found to contain 27 skulls of meadow voles. However, 
pigeons, rabbits, and rodents are not safe either when the Snowy Owl takes up residence  in the neighbourhood during the 

winter.  Most winters they do hang around the Hamilton region, not at all avoiding populated areas, as we witnessed last year along 
the harbour in Burlington.

This species of owl nests on the ground, building a scrape on top of a mound or boulder. A site with good visibility such as the top 
of mound with ready access to hunting areas, and a lack of snow is chosen. Gravel bars and abandoned eagle nests may be used. 
The female scrapes a small hollow before laying the eggs Breeding occurs in May, and depending on the amount of prey available, 
females lay from 3 to 11 eggs, which are laid one at a time, approximately every other day over the course of several days1. Hatching 
takes place approximately five weeks after laying, and the pure white young are cared for by both parents2. Although the young hatch 
asynchronously, with the largest in the brood sometimes 10 to 15 times as heavy as the smallest, there is little sibling conflict and no 
evidence of siblicide. Some individuals stay on the breeding grounds while others migrate.3                                                 
These photographs were taken by Barry Armstrong on January 18, 2013. 

1 Snowy Owl, Snowy Owl Profile, Facts, Information, Photos, Pictures, Sounds, Habitats, Reports, News - National Geographic.
2 “Snowy Owl”. Feb.23, 2013. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snowy_Owl
3 Watson, Adam (1957). “The behaviour, breeding and food-ecology of the Snowy Owl Nycea scandiaca”. Ibis 99 (3): 419–462.



 

What is the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club?
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is a non-profit organization with over 500 members dedicated to the study, 

appreciation and conservation of our wild plants and animals.

The Club traces its history to the founding of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society in 1919. Our early 
achievements include the designation of Cootes Paradise as a nature reserve in 1927, 

and the organization of 34,000 children in Junior Audubon Clubs across Canada during the 1930’s. 
We celebrated our 90th anniversary in 2009.  Our goals are:

• to promote the enjoyment of nature through environmental appreciation and conservation
• to foster public interest and education in the appreciation and study of nature

• to encourage the conservation of natural resources and environmental protection

Violet, age 5, visited the Royal Botanical Gardens with her Kindergarten class to learn about the birds that are here during the winter.  The 
students participated in a  RBG program called ‘Tweet, Tweet, Oh so Sweet”. The program instructors taught the students about bird calls, 

where birds find shelter in the winter, and what they eat.  Many of the students were thrilled to experience the chickadees flitting from hand to 
hand to eat the sunflower seeds that were offered!  Feb.7, 2013. Photo by Janice van Barneveld.
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