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Jen Baker and a group of school kids experiencing the trails at Red Hill Valley on a foggy day in the fall of 2012. Perhaps 
some future HNC members in attendance? - photo Juby Lee. Despite the despoilment of the Valley by the expressway, the 

Red Hill Valley is still an important place in the area for nature and for getting kids into nature. 

© photo Juby Lee

Happy New Year !
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Eastern Garter Snake attempting to swallow American Toad at Clappison’s Corners Wetland, Waterdown – June 2013 - photo Tom Thomas. 

It appears that this Eastern Garter Snake has “bitten off more than it can chew”. It seems unlikely that this snake can swallow this fairly large American 
Toad. However, snakes have an incredible ability to consume objects that appear too large to swallow. I asked Tom if he stayed around to watch the 
outcome. He said the toad and snake struggled around enough, such that the pair were eventually lost from view in tall grass. What would you have 
done if you saw this conflict? Would you have come to the aid of the toad and freed it from the clutches of the snake? I’m sure most of you would let 
nature take its course and that’s the way it should be. However, I have always had a great fondness for toads since I was very young. They appear to 
have a “personality”, unlike the expressionless snake. I may have been tempted to free the toad with the understanding that the snake can always eat 
earthworms, slugs and insects – how anththropomorphic!



The Wood Duck - January, 2014 Page 99

Publications Committee: Anna Baranova, Christine Bishop, Rob Dobos, Kevin McLaughlin, Don McLean, Michael Fischer, Herman 
van Barneveld, Jean Stollard, Jim Stollard and John Struger.

The Wood Duck is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club and produced by members of the Club. It is published nine 
times a year from September to May, inclusive. Deadline for receipt of material is the 5th of the month preceding publication date. 

As long as credit lines are included, articles may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise specified. Opinions expressed in 
the Wood Duck are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club.
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of our natural heritage. 

Meetings are held monthly September to May inclusive and field events are scheduled throughout the year. Visitors are welcome. 
The HNC is a registered charity and all donations as well as membership fees are tax deductible.

HNC BOARD 2013 - 2014    Executive

Past President:
President:

Vice-President:
Secretary:  
Treasurer:

Bill Lamond
Michael Fischer
Peter Scholtens

Bronwen Tregunno
Chris Paton

519 756 9546
905 526 0325
905 928 6415
905 334 4013
905 538 6656

bill-lamond@hotmail.com
fischermj@sympatico.ca

peter.scholtens@arocha.ca 
brontreg@cogeco.ca

chris.k.paton@gmail.com 

Directors

Bird Study Group:
Conservation & Education:

Field Events:
Director-at-Large: 

Membership: 
Programs:
Publicity:

Sanctuary:
Volunteer:

Wood Duck Editor:

George Holland
Paul Smith
Fran Hicks

Herman van Barneveld
Maggie Sims 

Peter Scholtens
Maggie Paton

Warren Beacham
Doris Southwell

Bill Lamond

905 945 3962
905 659 1482
905 528 6376
289 426 5341
905 331-1496 
905 928 6415
905 538 6656
905 627 3343
905 632 4358
519 756 9546

gecholland@cogeco.net
am.pd.smith@sympatico.ca

hicksfran@cogeco.ca
hjvb@shaw.ca

maggie.sims@cogeco.ca 
peter.scholtens@arocha.ca
maggiepaton1@gmail.com 
wbeach808@sympatico.ca

southwel@skylinc.net
bill-lamond@hotmail.com

Coordinators

Website Coordinator:
Social Coordinator:
Junior Naturalists:

Mailing:
Land Trust Program:

Lindsay Barr
Catharine Flatt

Brian Wylie
Jean Stollard

Jen Baker

289 389 9074
905 628 2030
905 627 4601
905 634 3538
905 524 3339   

        

lindsayburtenshaw@gmail.com
cflatt@cogeco.ca

brianwylie@cogeco.ca
jjstollard@sympatico.ca

land@hamilton.org

Report rare bird sightings to: Cheryl Edgecombe 905-637-5923
Send Noteworthy Bird Records to:  Rob Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, L9H 3S1   email: rdobos@cogeco.ca

MEMBERSHIP FEES – Please remit to The Membership Director, 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club  P.O.Box 89052, Hamilton, ON, L8S 4R5

HNC PUBLICATIONS - To order contact Alf Senior
905 527 0905 or senioralfred@yahoo.ca

Life Membership   $ 750.- Hamilton Nature Counts 2003 $ 75

Single Membership $ 45.- Checklist of the Birds of Ham./Wentworth $2.-

Senior Single Membership $40.- Date Guide to Birds of Ham./Wentworth $1.-

Student Single Membership (on-line-only  
access to Wood Duck; for those 25 or under)

free Naturally Hamilton - Guide to Green Spaces free

Checklist of Ontario Butterflies $1.50

Senior Joint Membership $45.- The Habitats of Hamilton and Halton Poster $4.-

Family Membership $50.- A Monthly Guide to Nature and Conservation. $5.-

Junior Naturalists - 1st child $80.- Hamilton Mammal Atlas $15.-

Junior Naturalists - additional children $70.- Birds of Hamilton and Surrounding Areas $45.-

Honorary Life Member n/a Reptiles and Amphibians of Ham. Area (check local library)

          Volume 67 Number 5  
                    CN ISSN 0049-7886
    http://www.hamiltonnature.org

              
            January, 2014                                                                                       
-  Publications Mail Contract No. 40048074
         info@hamiltonnature.org



The Wood Duck - January, 2014Page 100

Help the HNC to Steward Land & Get Kids Out into Nature
by Jen Baker

The HNC’s Land Trust Program works to steward the 
nature sanctuaries that have been permanently protected 

by the Club.  We are also working to protect more ecologically 
significant land in the Hamilton Burlington area.  Our popular 
outdoor education program teaches students from the urban core 
about natural history and gets them out in nature.  I am lucky that 
this fun and rewarding work is part of my job but I would not be 
able to do this without the support of some wonderful volunteers. 

The land trust program is composed of dedicated volunteers 
with a variety of backgrounds and experiences.  We have grown 
with the success of the program and need help with our land 
securement, stewardship and education work.  We invite HNC 
members to join our active and hands-on committee.  There is 
room for everyone!  

The volunteer roles range from helping with stewardship activities 
at the nature sanctuaries, to developing education programs and 
helping with field trips, to conducting biological surveys, to 
taking notes at meetings, to providing advice on land securement 
questions, to helping with communications work.  We meet on 
the last Tuesday of the month but much of the work can also be 
done on a flexible schedule.   The meeting times and locations are 
posted on the Calendar on the HNC’s website.

If you would like to learn more about the HNC’s land trust 
program and how you can help, please contact Jen Baker at 905-
524-3339 or land@hamiltonnature.org.  We look forward to 
hearing from you!

Jen Baker and students. The HNC’s outdoor education program took 
students from downtown Hamilton schools to the Red Hill Valley Trails 
as part of the “Take Me Outside” initiative.  Students were looking for 

different habitats where we might find insects and wildlife, including in 
the bark of a big tree! - photo Juby Lee.

Amaolo Nature Sanctuary Earns GRCA Conservation Grant 
by Gord McNulty

A Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA) 
Community  Conservation Grant was recently presented 

to the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club in recognition of our stream 
restoration at the Amaolo Nature Sanctuary west of Lynden.

The much-appreciated $500 grant was among several watershed 
awards and grants presented by the GRCA at its Administration 
Centre in Cambridge on October 23. Acquired in November, 
2010, the 39-acre (16-hectare) Amaolo Nature Sanctuary was 
created through a generous donation by George Amaolo.  He 
wanted to ensure that his property, consisting of gently rolling 
upland, flat valley land and streams, was permanently protected.

There are three streams on the property, all tributaries of 
Fairchild Creek, within the Grand River watershed.  Two streams 
are seasonal, while one larger stream was channelized around 
1940.  Efforts are being made to return the channelized stream 
to a more natural flow and to improve habitat through adjacent 
pools and overflow channels.
 
Mr. Amaolo has planted thousands of native trees and shrubs on 

the property, which provides an ecological connection between 
nearby natural areas. The HNC is grateful to Mr. Amaolo for 
his generosity, and values the faith he has in our ability to care 
for the land. It provides both terrestrial and aquatic wildlife 
habitat and serves as a wildlife corridor. Located less than 100 
metres from the western part of the Lynden South Woods 
Environmentally Significant Area (ESA), the land also provides 

Former HNC Director-at-Large Gord McNulty (left) accepts GRCA 
Conservation Grant from Doug Brock, Chair, Grand River Conservation 
Foundation, at GRCA Administration Centre, Cambridge - 23 October 

2013 - photo Angie McNulty.
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habitat for the endangered American Chestnut and the Red-
Headed Woodpecker, a species of Special Concern listed under 
Ontario’s Endangered Species Act.
 
The Sanctuary Land Trust Committee is committed to the long-
term protection and restoration of the sanctuary to a natural 
state.  Some inventory work has been done and a management 
plan has been prepared to help guide the ecological restoration of 
a seven-acre abandoned field.
 
The field was planted with thousands of seeds from native plants 
and will become grassland habitat when the plants become 
established. Due to the significance of the property and the lack 
of parking, the nature sanctuary will remain closed to visitors.
 
The awards ceremony was rewarding in more ways than one. 
Joe Farwell, CAO of the GRCA, outlined the GRCA’s Water 
Management Plan. Strategies are in place to improve water quality 
and the health of the Grand River, reduce the river’s impact on 
the eastern basin of Lake Erie, ensure sustainable water supplies, 

and improve the operation of sewage treatment plants among 
other goals.

Guest speaker, Larry Mellors, a 2004 Watershed Award recipient, 
outlined the achievements of the Grand River Fisheries Plan since 
its creation in 1995. Remarkable partnerships are promoting 
a healthy fish community despite the challenges of a growing 
population, the need to maximize agricultural production,  and 
climate change.
 
The bottom line, Mr. Mellors said, is “the river appears to be in 
good hands and moving in a positive direction, but significant 
ongoing work is required to maintain it in its current state.”
 
Congratulations are in order to all Club members, especially 
Land Trust Program Co-ordinator Jen Baker and the SLTC, who 
have helped to ensure a bright future for the Amaolo Sanctuary. 
The HNC would like to once again express our deep appreciation 
to the GRCA for this most generous and inspiring award and 
wish the GRCA every success.

A n d  N o w  F o r  S o m e  G o o d  N e w s  !

Royal Bengal Tiger Population of Nepal on the Increase
by Bill Lamond

The Tiger is a keystone species that formerly had a huge range 
across much of Asia. However, as most people know, this 

species is in trouble. It occupies only 5% of its former range and 
its population has gone from around 100,000 at the start of the 
20th century, to 3,000 – 4,000 today. This species’ habitat has been 
heavily fragmented, with many of these fragment populations 
unlikely to persist. 

The Tiger originally consisted of nine separate subspecies. 
However, three of these are extinct; Bali Tiger, Javan Tiger and 
Caspian Tiger, and a fourth subspecies, the South China Tiger, 
is critically endangered. The most numerous subspecies of Tiger, 
the Royal Bengal Tiger, used to roam Bangladesh, Bhutan, India 
and Nepal in the tens of thousands but their numbers have fallen 
dramatically in recent decades. The Tiger’s massive decline in 
this region is due to habitat loss due to widespread deforestation, 
the loss of its prey base, and from illegal poaching for the wildlife 
trade. However, despite this massive decline on the Indian 
subcontinent, 60% of the world’s wild Tigers are found in India.

Earlier this year, a study by Cardiff University warned that 
Bengal Tigers could face extinction because of a collapse in the 
variety of their mating partners. The study found that 93% of 
DNA variants found in Tigers shot during the period of the 
British Raj, are not present in Tigers today. Researchers say a 
loss of habitat has meant that Tigers are no longer free to roam 
throughout the subcontinent, which in turn has restricted their 
gene pool.

So where is the good news?

Well there is some good news on the Tiger front. In 2010, an 
international summit of south Asian governments pledged to 
double the number of wild Tigers by 2022. Success has already 
been witnessed in the Terai Arc region, which spreads across the 
north Indian states of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand and 
into southern Nepal. In Nepal, the number of wild Tigers has 

increased by 63% since 2009. Nepalese officials have increased 
anti-poaching efforts in a bid to curb the illegal wildlife trade, 
aimed at strengthening protection for the species. A government 
survey carried out between February and June of 2013, assessed 
the Bengal Tiger population across a 600-mile stretch in Nepal 
and India. It found numbers had increased in all of Nepal’s 
national parks. Nepal’s survey concentrated on five protected 
areas and three wildlife corridors. The results show the number 
of Tigers in Nepal has increased to 198, a rise from 121 in 2009. 

Wild Tigers were assessed in the Terai Arc Region
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In particular, the Tiger population in the south-western Bardia 
National Park has risen from about 18 in 2009 to 50 this year. 
Nepalese officials described the findings as a “milestone” in the 
bid to double the number of Tigers by 2022.

However, it is of course far too early to break out the champagne. 
Tigers continue to face threats from poaching and habitat loss 
due to an expanding human population in the area. Nonetheless 
I am encouraged by a quote from Megh Bahadur Pandey, the 
Director-General of Nepal’s Department of National Parks and 

Wildlife Conservation, who said, “Tigers are a part of Nepal’s 
natural wealth and we are committed to ensuring these magnificent 
wild cats have the prey, protection and space to thrive.”

There is also some encouraging news on the Siberian Tiger 
subspecies and the South China Tiger subspecies. Perhaps it is 
possible that the Tiger has turned the corner and can be saved as 
a wild species.  Let’s hope so.

Extensively reworked from a BBC report – 31 July 2013 

***** Monthly Meeting Location Change ******
The Monthly Meeting location for the January and February meetings will not be at 
the RBG due to renovations. The new location will be the Pearl Company Arts Centre 
at 16 Steven Street between King and King William Streets, Hamilton. Steven Street is 
located between Victoria Street and Wentworth Street N. There is a public parking lot 
(with the pharmacy sign) on King Street East between Ashley and Steven. The speaker 
for the January 13th meeting (7:30 p.m.) is Sean Fox, Horticulturist from the University 
of Guelph Arboretum, talking about native plants. Much of Sean’s work is done in the 
nursery where he is responsible for propagating the trees and shrubs for the Arboretum’s 
collections, operating the Elm Recovery Project, and the Arboretum’s Gene Bank for 
Rare Woody Plants of Ontario. Sean also maintains the  woody plant collections. When 
he’s not doing those things, you may catch him poring over plant records, leading tours, 

or instructing a workshop. We hope to see all of you there!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
We are looking to fill some positions within the Publicity 
Committee. Tasks committee members can choose from 
range from flyer distribution and display set up, to media 
relations and webpage development. We are also looking for 
someone to fill the Webmaster position. This position requires 
experience maintaining & developing webpages. If you are 
looking to become a more active member or would like more 
information, please contact Publicity Director, Maggie Paton:  
maggiepaton1@gmail.com.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



The Wood Duck - January, 2014 Page 103

H N C  H i k e  R e p o r t

Lakeshore Birding – Van Wagners to Fifty Point
by Kevin McLaughlin

Almost surreal, benign weather aided the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club waterfowl trip from Van Wagners Beach 

to Fifty Point on Saturday November 16th. Sunny backlighting 
and calm “seas” allowed for easy studies of various species of 
sea and bay ducks. Several species were in good numbers and 
it was especially rewarding to examine all three of the scoters in 
every age/sex class. Excellent numbers of Common Goldeneye 
and Long-tailed Duck were present. Interestingly, very few scaup 
were to be had. I theorize that mild conditions to the north have 
prevented the bulk of the population of Greater and Lesser Scaup 
from reaching the west end of Lake Ontario as of yet. There were 
a handful of Greater Scaup, no Canvasback or Ring-necked 
Duck, and we could find only perhaps five Redhead in all.

The best bird this morning was a first winter Red-necked Grebe, 
discovered “near the end of the eleventh hour” just off the east side 
of Fifty Point by Jim Heslop. All were able to note the rounded, 

darkish head and long bill of this bird. Several Horned Grebes 
were found at the end of Fifty Road, including one observed in 
flight. All of the four expected gull species were encountered, 
but only one Bonaparte’s, a first winter bird briefly seen at Van 
Wagners Beach. Oddly, not a single loon was found of either of 
the two regularly occurring species in November (Common and 
Red-throated).

Thanks to the small but enthusiastic group of HNC members 
who took part. Kudos to their unwavering good humour in 
light of the seemingly endless array of “formal and informal 
announcements” given by the leader at every one of the six 
locations, each one prefaced accordingly. 

Also many thanks to Bruce Mackenzie of the Hamilton 
Conservation Authority and to the gatehouse staff for their 
courtesy.

Participants on the Lakeshore Birding Hike at Lake Ontario, Green Road, Stoney Creek on 16 November 2013 - photo Kevin McLaughlin.

R e p o r t  o n  t h e  M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  o f  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 3

Bird Banding in Kenya with Rick Ludkin
by Louise Unitt

At the November 4th  meeting of the HNC, return guest 
speaker Rick Ludkin discussed his project to teach Kenyan 

children about birds. In January and February of 2013, Rick spent 
four weeks in Matangwe, a small village in rural  western Kenya, 
where equipped with donated guide books and binoculars, he 
taught students to watch, identify, monitor and band the birds in 
the neighbourhood. 

Rick began bird banding in the mid-70s and has been 
running a migration monitoring banding station at Ruthven 
Park National Historic Site since 1995. He has spent several  

Rick Ludkin and Hairy Woodpecker at Ruthven Park April 2012.  
photo Rick Ludkin.
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summers doing bird based field work in the Canadian Arctic and 
in Svalbard, Norway, adventures on which he has made highly 
entertaining and informative presentations to the Club. 

Upon his arrival in Matangwe, Rick began to familiarize himself 
with his new environment. Open fields surrounding the village 
are dotted with shrubs and the occasional tree, and the landscape 
is crisscrossed by trails and ruts worn by cattle and human 
traffic. Local dependence on wood has wreaked havoc on the 
ecology of the area. Because all cooking and heating involves 
the burning of wood, the forest is gone and the remaining trees 
are fast disappearing. The smell of smoke hangs constantly over 
the countryside. Children are tasked with bringing firewood to 
school, along with the cooking water that is needed to prepare 
meals for the 500 pupils in attendance.  

Water is often unavailable in this region of limited seasonal 
rainfall. From a bird’s perspective, the arrival of rain is crucial 
as a trigger for setting off the breeding cycle. Birds breed in 
November and December, when rain collects in temporary 
ponds. Some are mere puddles that will dry up within a couple 
of weeks. The human population drinks from the same ponds 
as do cattle and goats, who make the water turbid by stirring up 
the muddy bottom. Rick set up both of his nets near a pond, 
where the landscape is heavily vegetated – a scrubby habitat 
much favoured by birds. The presence of cattle always made Rick 
nervous, roaming as they did within metres of the nets.

Each classroom in the local school was crammed with students, 
wall to wall. If none of the school’s six teachers happened to be 
available to teach a class, the students would work quietly on their 
own. Rick was struck by the contrast between their behaviour 
and the “mayhem” that would have erupted in a North American 
classroom without a teacher. Kenyan children recognize how 
critical schooling is to their future. Upon completion of the eight 
grades offered at the school, students write a national exam, the  
results of which will determine admission into high school and 
receipt of funding to continue their studies. 

Kenya is home to 1,063 species of birds. By studying range maps, 
Rick was able to reduce this overwhelming number to a more 

manageable 320 species or so, which one could expect to see 
locally. Learning to identify birds required considerable attention 
to detail. For example, one page of the field guide illustrated 22 
species of weaver finch, all remarkably similar in appearance. 
Until Rick’s arrival, no one called a bird by its individual name – 
they were simply referred to as birds.

Rick selected children in grades six, seven and eight as 
students, because their English was advanced enough for clear 
communication, whereas the younger children had not yet 
acquired a working knowledge of English. In order to provide 
his students with an incentive to apply themselves diligently to 
bird study, Rick informed them that birders would happily pay 
top dollar to see the tremendous array of birds in their country, 
and that they had an opportunity to be a part of that. For 
youngsters who until then had only seen birds as food, it was a 
completely new way of thinking. The school’s principal was quick 
to understand the potential payoff from his students’ attaining 
expertise and was very supportive of the project.

Once his classes learned to identify local birds from a field guide, 
Rick taught them to use binoculars, after which they learned to 
coordinate the use of field guides and binoculars. The next item 
on the agenda was catching birds in the nets. In short order, the 
students cut net lanes through the vegetation with machetes. 
Support poles not being easy to come by, Rick’s solution was 
to tape three dried river reeds together for each pole. While he 
extricated birds from the net, students crowded in for a good 
view, all of them eager to give it a try. Perhaps because of their 
extensive experience in handling wildlife, they proved quite 
adept. Rick then taught them banding and associated tasks such 
as scribing and weighing.

Although the adults were not too friendly at first, they warmed to 
the project as word began to spread. Before long, everyone in the 

small community was aware of what the project involved. Soon 
the adults were smiling at Rick, often informing him when a bird 
landed in the net. One woman walked a considerable distance to 
report a banded bird. Rick had expected that a banding station 
would draw people in, but its proximity to a large pond just 15 
metres away was fortuitous. As a source of drinking water, the 

Seasonal pond located 15 metres from the banding site; a source of 
drinking water used by people and cattle. Matangwe, Kenya. February 

2013 - photo Rick Ludkin

Grade 7 students learning how to use a field guide; open page shows 
similar appearance of many weaver finch species. Matangwe, Kenya. 

February 2013 - photo Rick Ludkin
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pond was always a hub of activity. Treading a well used path 
to the water, the women were eager to draw Rick’s attention to 
the local avifauna. Three men ploughing a neighbouring field 
approached Rick to ask how many birds he’d caught. 

There was yet another segment of the population for Rick to 
contend with – a large number of unemployed teenage males. 
Taking their pictures went a long way towards winning them 
over, and any lingering hostility evaporated when Rick enlisted 
the help of “the biggest, meanest guy.” 
Before long, he had these tough but 
curious youths busy banding and 
scribing. 

We saw many pictures of students with 
birds in the hand. Among them were 
Purple Grenadier (an “everyday” bird), 
Red-billed Firefinch (locally the most 
common bird), Common Fiscal (the 
bill is similar to that of a shrike), Red-
cheeked Cordon Bleu, Black Bishop, 
Southern Red Bishop, White-browed 
Robin-chat, a juvenile Grey-backed 
Camaroptera, Grey-capped Warbler, 
Angola Swallow, Bronze Mannequin, 
Common Waxbill, Green-winged 
Pytilia, and Brown-crowned Tchagra. 
The latter’s combined white and black 
eye stripe is a feature that is replicated in 
many of the local species. One smiling 
youth held up to the camera a Black-headed Gonolek, resplendent 
in red and black. A woman  who had come to the pond for water 
stopped to pose with an African Pygmy Kingfisher, and a night 
watchman was photographed holding a Spotted Ground Dove. 

The following were all photographed perched on a line: the very 
common Black Kite, which forms roosts at night, a Broad-billed 
Roller and a Lesser Striped Swallow. Although White-throated 
Bee-eaters were seen near the net (up to a dozen on one occasion!), 
inexplicably, not one of them ever 
flew into the net. An African Pied 
Wagtail and a Hammerhead were 
both photographed at the water’s 
edge. A Hadada Ibis and an African 
Jacana were photographed as they 
waded through the grasses. The 
latter species was seen daily at the 
pond.

The following species were each 
photographed on a treetop: African 
Harrier-Hawk, the pheasant-sized 
Eastern Grey Plantain-eater, and 
Long-crested Eagle, a predator of 
weaver nests. Weavers are a group 
of birds that construct intricate nests. A shot of numerous 
Village Weaver nests sharing space in the same tree illustrated 

the communal lifestyle of this sociable and colourful group. The 
underside of Jackson’s Golden-backed Weaver is mostly feathered 
in a rich, dark chestnut, while the Yellow-backed Weaver’s 
brilliant yellow plumage is set off by a chestnut chest patch and 
black head. A bright red eye draws the viewer’s attention to the 
robust yellow and black Black-headed Weaver. Although female 
weavers are in general rather drab, both sexes of Spectacled and 
Baglafecht Weaver sport brilliant yellow plumage on the chest. 
The Scarlet-chested Sunbird’s chest is exquisitely spangled with 

tiny blue flecks, while the Red-chested 
Sunbird’s back has feathers in lovely and 
restful shades of green and blue. The 
multi-hued Beautiful Sunbird lives up to 
its name; its plumage is a visual feast of 
red, blue, green, yellow and black. Pied 
Kingfisher (fishermen drag them onshore 
in nets), White-headed Saw-wing (a type 
of swallow) and Abdim’s Stork were each 
spotted on a tree branch. Along with other 
carrion-eating birds, Abdim’s Stork can be 
found hanging out by the cattle abattoir.

Rick took pains to avoid being seen as “a 
white guy from across the ocean telling 
them what to do.” The arrival in Matangwe 
of a representative from Nairobi’s National 
Museum, was extremely helpful in this 
regard, providing the people with a role 
model from their own country. During his 
visit, he taught the children much about 

the local avian species and types of habitat. 

From his experience at Ruthven Park, Rick knew the value of 
involving the public in catching and banding birds. He attributes 
the Kenyans’ attitude change to the fact that he presented the 
project in an interactive way. Upon his return to Canada, he sent 
copies of the pictures he’d taken of the locals holding birds back 
to Matangwe. Getting Kenyans involved was a big contributor 
in advancing the project, and to assuring a warm welcome for 

Rick when he returns to Matangwe 
early in 2014.  

His work so far is only the 
beginning of what he hopes will be 
a long term project in Kenya. Rick 
would like to further develop his 
students’ expertise and eventually 
spread the knowledge to all ten 
district schools. Upon his return to 
Matangwe, he will be mapping the 
area in order to identify various 
habitats and the species to be found 
in each. He is keen to encourage 
communication between Kenyan 
birders and Canadian birding 

groups. Social networking sites could be of use in maintaining 
such affiliations. 

Male Red-Cheeked Cordon Bleu,  Matangwe, Kenya. 
February 2013 – photo Rick Ludkin.

Southern Red Bishop. Matangwe, Kenya. February 2013 - photo Rick 
Ludkin.
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Because Rick’s 60 students had to share 12 field guides and 15 pairs 
of binoculars among themselves, he would greatly appreciate 
contributions of serviceable binoculars and Africa-specific field 
guides before he leaves for Kenya on January 19. He would also 
welcome donations to help fund the hiring of Kenyan students to 
assist him with teaching and carrying out surveys. Hiring these 
youths, many of whom are unable to find work, would not only 
improve their lot but would contribute to the local economy, 
while furthering the progress of Rick’s project. With the adults 
now well aware of who he is and even participating themselves, 
he has already gone a long way towards achieving community 
engagement, and intends to expand on these results. 

Expert birder David Brewer will be spending a week with Rick in 
Matangwe to assist with banding. The money he will be spending 
during his stay will serve as a concrete demonstration of the 
potential financial rewards the community can expect to reap by 
attracting birdwatchers. Rick feels that Kenya has potential as a 
popular birding destination and that his students’ expertise will 
enable them to participate in the growing ecotourism business. 
Rick would very much like to see a safe and healthy water system 
put in place. The expectation of a flourishing tourist trade might 
act as an incentive for Kenyans to provide basic amenities, 
including clean, potable water. 

Thanks Rick, for an enlightening talk about a part of the world 
with which many in the audience were unfamiliar. It was most 

encouraging to hear of the inroads you have already made in 
Matangwe, and I’m sure we would all love to have you back with 
an update upon completion of the second phase of your project!

African Pygmy Kingfisher. Matangwe, Kenya. February 2013. 
photo Rick Ludkin.

American Crows 
by June Hitchcox

Our American Crows are amazing birds – intelligent, wary, 
resourceful, and can learn to mimic human and other 

sounds. They can distinguish a man holding a gun from one 
holding a stick, and after a brief time, can recognize the man 
himself.   They have a built-in sense of direction, allowing 
them to get to where they want to go. They have developed a 
communication system to alert other crows of danger and to tell 
them where new food can be found.  When a group is feeding on 
the ground, at least one crow remains in the surrounding trees 
as a sentinel.

  As the young do not breed before the age of two or more, they 
attach themselves to a pair of breeding crows - usually their 
parents - to help feed their young, defend their territory and 
perform other chores.  In the process, they learn a lot of useful 
things for their futures when they will have families of their 
own and they tend to continue associating with their families all 
through their lives. You might say that it is like going to school! 
Although some crows stay for the winter, the ones that have 
migrated south will begin to re-appear in March and some will 
soon start building nests. 

  Crows are 17” to 21” long; all black with a purplish sheen if 
the sun is shining; stocky; can move their eyes without moving 
their head; have a rather a long, all-purpose bill to deal with their 
varied diet; have a fan-shaped tail (ravens are wedge-shaped); 

and the sexes look similar. They strut around on the ground, 
hopping only when in a hurry.   They spring into the air to fly, 
and when flying, seldom soar as ravens do.  Crows eat nearly 
everything: seeds, insects, fruit, earthworms, carrion, garbage 
- their favorites being cracked corn and sunflower seed.  One 
farmer killed off all his crows and then watched as corn borers 
devastated his corn crop. Although they have what we consider 
bad habits, the farmer is grateful for the huge quantities of 
injurious insects eaten by crows such as cutworms, grasshoppers,  
and corn borers. 

In the non-breeding season, crows travel long distances, coming 
from all directions by the thousands to their nightly roosts. If 
crows sees a perched owl or hawk, “mobbing” occurs – diving 
and cawing until the bird moves off.   If you hear this racket 
sometime, investigate – it is interesting to see.

American Crow, Desjardins Canal , Dundas. 6 February 2007- photo Janet 
Forjan-Freedman.
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Conserving Forest Birds at Risk in Southwestern Ontario 
by Michael Rowlands

The speaker for the November Bird Study Group meeting 
was returning guest speaker Jody Allair. Jody works for 

Bird Studies Canada (BSC) where he is the Project Biologist and 
Outreach Coordinator. He holds an Honours Bachelor of Outdoor 
Recreation and a Bachelor of Science degree from Lakehead 
University and he has worked in various positions where he 
could expand his interests in ornithology and environmental 
education. He previously spoke to us about birds and dinosaurs 
(November 2011) based on his work as a Science Educator at the 
Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology in Drumheller, Alberta. 
However, this time his topic was more directly related to the kind 
of field research he currently does at BSC – studying forest birds 
“at risk”.

To Jody’s delight, Bird Studies Canada is based in the town of 
Port Rowan, on Lake Erie’s northern shore right within nature 
– unlike other organizations which are often headquartered 
in urban centres. Using satellite photos, he showed us that the 
Norfolk Sand Plain of Norfolk and Elgin Counties, is a beautiful 
natural area having a significant remaining forest cover (24%). 
In fact, some of the farmland is being naturalized to create 
connecting parcels of habitat for birds and other native animals.

BSC began as the Long Point Bird Observatory (LPBO) and 
now is Canada’s national non-government organization for 
bird research and conservation. Its mission is to “advance the 
understanding, appreciation, and conservation of wild birds 
and their habitats, in Canada and elsewhere, through studies 
that engage the skills, enthusiasm, and support of its members, 
volunteers, and the interested public” (from the BSC website).

BSC depends on donations of money and time from its 
supporters to advance its programs. It takes full advantage of 
“citizen science” by engaging its supporters in various projects: 
Christmas Bird Counts; Project FeederWatch; bird banding 
at LPBO; helping create bird atlas projects for Ontario, New 
Brunswick, Manitoba, Quebec, British Columbia, Saskatchewan, 
and Newfoundland; and raising money for bird research through 
the annual Baillie Birdathon.

Last year, BSC collaborated with many other environmental 
groups and Environment Canada to publish an online book 
entitled The State of Canada’s Birds 2012 (downloadable at http:/
www.stateofcanadasbirds.org). Jody showed us a graph from this 
book which summarized the changes in populations of various 
groups of birds since monitoring began in 1970. Overall, there 
has been a 12% decline for all birds but there are some bright 
spots: 33% of species, such as waterfowl and birds of prey, 
have been increasing. Unfortunately 44% of species have been 
declining, especially aerial insectivores like Barn Swallows and 

Chimney Swifts, as well as grassland birds and shorebirds. 

Forest birds overall are stable in population, Jody explained, but 
some species are declining. He has been monitoring three species 
in the Long Point area: Hooded Warbler (recently downlisted to 
Not At Risk, as it is recovering somewhat) and two that are listed 
federally as “at risk”; Louisiana Waterthrush (Special Concern), 
and Acadian Flycatcher (Endangered). His study area, the 
Norfolk Sand Plain, contains some of the most interesting bird 
habitat in Ontario and Canada – Long Point Provincial Park 
(an Important Bird Area or IBA), the Norfolk Forest Complex 
(also an IBA that includes Turkey Point Forest, St. Williams 
Forest, Backus Woods, and South Walsingham Forest), and the 
Jackson-Gunn Old-Growth Forest (a forest containing trees 
200 to 450 years old). This latter forest is prime habitat for the 
Red-headed Woodpecker (federally listed as Threatened), which 
nests in the trunks of trees, including a nest that Jody found 85 
feet up in an ancient maple. The many swamp forests are good 
habitats for the endangered Prothonotary Warbler (federally 
listed as Endangered), which 20 years ago, had a small, but 
stable population in extreme southern Ontario. Its range is now 
contracting and it is now a very rare breeding bird in Ontario.

Jody focused the bulk of his talk on two species: the Acadian 
Flycatcher and the Louisiana Waterthrush but he had anecdotes 
about many other species throughout his talk, as different 
pictures triggered memories of his experiences with other 
species. Looking at a map from the second Atlas of the Breeding 
Birds of Ontario, for instance, he explained that the Eastern 
Whip-poor-will is at risk and federally (continued on page 114) 

Jody Allair of Bird Studies Canada from BSC website.       
photo Elaine Secord.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES
All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge and time. The HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of 
any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating in any of these activities. Please assess your own ability to participate. 
Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. You are advised to check the HNC website (www.hamiltonnature.org) before 
setting out, to ensure that the hike has not been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are discouraged as they startle wildlife, 
damage nests, and interfere with the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing your pet or for other questions.

We also publicize Royal Botanical Gardens hikes and events:  “Learning at the Gardens” programs of interest to Naturalists; 
more information and on-line registration available at http://tickets.rbg.ca/PEO/.  Most programs require pre-registration one 
week prior. Please note there is often a charge for these activities, although RBG members receive a discount on most programs. 
Questions? Please call 905-527-1158 ext 270. Check RBG website for meeting locations for hikes which are not listed below.

5 Jan. (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hikes. Free RBG Nature Hike (donations welcome). This week: Hendrie Valley. 
Meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking lot on Plains Road.

11 Jan. (Saturday)  8:00 p.m. Hamilton Association Lecture  —  A Passage Through Ice. Nicolas Peissel shows images and 
describes his experiences in 2012 as one of three sailors aboard the Belzebub II, a 4.9 m (31 ft) fibreglass motorized sailboat 
navigating through the Northwest Passage in a Canadian Geographic Society-supported expedition and later travels. The team 
sailed where ice had trapped 19th century explorer William Parry and later Robert McClure for years. Double-hulled wooden 
boats had been crushed in the past and icebreakers were needed in these areas even 30 years ago. Because ice no longer 
consistently blocks waters between the Arctic islands, smaller boats can now attempt these same routes. Room 1A1 Ewart Angus 
Centre. McMaster University Medical Centre. haalsa.org.

12 Jan. (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike. Meet at Princess Point parking area.

13 Jan. (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC Monthly Meeting. (location change - see page 102) The speaker for this meeting is Sean 
Fox, Horticulturist from the University of Guelph Arboretum, talking about native plants. Much of Sean’s work is done in the 
nursery where he is responsible for propagating the trees and shrubs for the Arboretum’s collections, operating the Elm Recov-
ery Project and the Arboretum’s Gene Bank for Rare Woody Plants of Ontario. Sean also maintains the  woody plant collections. 
When he’s  not doing those things, you may catch him poring over plant records, leading  tours, or instructing a workshop.

14 Jan. (Tuesday) 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Homeschoolers Afternoons, ages 4 to 12, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month. Winter 
Wildlife at the Nature Centre on January 14. See details in December Wood Duck, page 84.

18 Jan. (Saturday). Savage Gardens /Nature’s Ninjas, RBG’s Winter Exhibit Double Feature, combines science, botany, and 
hands-on activities during its run until April 13, 2014. Please see www.rbg.ca for exhibit information. 

19 Jan. (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes North Shore. Meet at Nature Centre.

20  Jan. (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group - Where Are the Whip-poor-wills ? - Audrey Heagy will discuss the decline 
of Whip-poor-wills in Ontario. Come early at 7:00 for coffee and conversation. Burlington Seniors Centre, 2285 New Street.

23 Jan. (Thursday) 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Carve a Trumpeter Swan. Thursdays, January 23 to March 27. At RBG HQ. Plains 
Road. Registrants either carve a Trumpeter Swan or, in open-studio style, bring previous projects to finish. Instructor Greg 
Klokoff. Fee: $140 (RBG Members 10% off).

25 Jan. (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. to noon. Junior Naturalists Club, ages 7 to 12, 4th Saturday of the month, to May 2014 at RBG 
Nature Centre. Learning experiences to generate a life-long respect and love of the natural world. Parents must be either  HNC 
or RBG Members. Fee: $80/child, $70/siblings. RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum Old Guelph Road.

26 Jan. (Sunday) 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.  HNC - Identifying Wildflower Remains in Winter. A number of wildflowers can still be 
identified at this time of year. Meet Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothe at the Cherry Hill Gate (RBG). 519-647-2371.

26 Jan. (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South Shore. Meet at 
Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll Road.

28 Jan. (Tuesday) 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. Homeschoolers Afternoons, ages 4 to 12, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month. Astronomy at 
Nature Centre on January 28. See details in December Wood Duck, page 84.
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1 Feb. (Saturday) 8:00 p.m. Hamilton Association Lecture — Ancient “Trail Marker” Trees in Southern Ontario with Paul 
O’Hara. Long before the 400 series highways, there were only well-worn footpaths of the First Peoples of southern Ontario. 
To aid them in their travels, aboriginals marked trees along the paths to point to camps, water sources and river fords. 
Remarkably, some of these trees remain on the landscape. In this presentation, Paul shares the stories of fascinating heritage 
trees he has discovered over the last five years with the help of citizens from across Ontario. Paul O’Hara is a Hamilton field 
botanist, landscape designer and native plant expert who owns and operates Blue Oak Native Landscapes. Room 1A1 Ewart 
Angus Centre. McMaster University Medical Centre. haalsa.org.

2 Feb. (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hikes. Free RBG Nature Hike (donations welcome). This week: Hendrie Valley. 
Meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking lot on Plains Road.

8 Feb. (Saturday) 2:00 p.m.  HNC - Winter Hawks and Owls. Join Ken & Angie Williams for a car-birding trip around the 
Saltfleet area. Anticipated birds include Northern Harrier, Rough-legged Hawk, Northern Shrike, Eastern Screech-Owl, Great 
Horned Owl, Short-eared Owl. Meet at 2:00 p.m. at Tim Hortons, corner of Mud St. & Hwy 20. Bring binoculars (and scope, if 
you have one). Cameras welcome, but flashes will not be used after dusk. kenang@bell.net 905-870-8584

8 Feb. (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. - noon. RBG Outdoors Club, ages 12 to 15, every other Saturday Feb. 8 to June 7. At the Nature 
Centre. Winter/Spring fee: $235 (RBG Members 10% off). Explore the ecosystems that make RBG a biodiversity hot spot.

8 Feb. (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. to noon. Sketching Savage Gardens and Nature’s Ninjas for 11 to 13 year olds at RBG HQ, Plains 
Road. A guided tour through RBG’s Winter Exhibit, then classroom time with artist Heidi Scarfone to learn drawing techniques. 
Supplies included. Fee: $25

9 Feb. (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike. Meet at Princess Point parking area.

10 Feb. (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Monthly Meeting. (location change - see page 102) “The Young and the Restless: 
Exploring the Universe’s Most Spectacular Explosions with Light Echoes”. Supernovae and other luminous transients produce 
such prodigious quantities of light that the very tiny fraction scattered towards Earth by interstellar dust hundreds of light 
years away can still be studied with large telescopes. In this talk, Doug Welch will describe what has been learned about 
supernovae and their precursors using this technique, that provides the ability to study outbursts centuries afterwards and 
from different perspectives in three-dimensional space. Doug Welch is an observational astronomer who is a Professor in the 
Department of Physics and Astronomy at McMaster University. He also enjoys birding and nature photography.

11 Feb. (Tuesday) 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Homeschoolers Afternoons: Savage Gardens and Nature’s Ninjas at RBG Centre. 
Homeschooler Afternoons are 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Session fee: $65 (February to June). Single class: $15/student.

15 Feb. (Saturday) 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Ninja Club at RBG Centre. Three-Saturday program (to March 1) for 6 to 9 year olds. 
Discover unusual things about animals and about beautiful, yet vicious plants with Lorraine Voorberg. Fee: $60

16 Feb. (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes North Shore. Meet at Nature Centre.

22 Feb. (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. to noon. Junior Naturalists Club, ages 7 to 12, 4th Saturday of the month, to May 2014 at RBG 
Nature Centre. Learning experiences to generate a life-long respect and love of the natural world. Parents must be either  HNC 
or RBG Members. Fee: $80/child, $70/siblings. RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum Old Guelph Road.

22 Feb. (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. - noon. RBG Outdoors Club, ages 12 to 15, every other Saturday February 8 to June 7. At the Nature 
Centre. Winter/Spring fee: $235 (RBG Members 10% off). Explore the ecosystems that make the RBG a biodiversity hot spot.

22 Feb. (Saturday) 7 to 9 p.m. Owl Prowling, Family program at RBG Nature Centre. Learn about owls, then head out onto the 
trails with Barbara McKean & John Hannah to try “conversing” with local owls. Dress for weather. Fee: $12, Family rate $30

23 Feb. (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South Shore. Meet at 
Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll Road.

24 Feb. (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group. “Springtime in Bhutan: Buddhism, Birds and Rhododendrons” — Bob 
Curry & Glenda Slessor. Come early at 7:00 for coffee and conversation. Burlington Seniors Centre, 2285 New St., Burlington.

25 Feb. (Tuesday) 1:00 to 3 p.m. Homeschoolers Afternoons: Ice and Snow at the Nature Centre. Homeschooler Afternoons are 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Session fee: $65 (February to June). Single class: $15/student.
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS – JUNE-AUGUST 2013
by Rob Dobos
Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2013, up until August 31: 274.  Underlined species or dates require documentation by the 
Hamilton Bird Records Committee.  Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee.  For species marked with 
“#”, all reported records are listed.  For all other species, only highlights are listed. Note that the species order follows the most recent American 
Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements.

Observers: Paul Baldassi (PBa), Jeff Barbour (JBa), Gerten Basom (GBs), Richard Baxter (RBa), Rick Brown (RBr), Lindsay Burtenshaw (LBu), 
Dan Chapman (DCh), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Barry Coombs (BCo), Bob Curry (RC), Jeni Darling (JDa), Sandy Darling 
(SD), Sud Dharmalingam (SDh), Karl Dix (KD), Rob Dobos (RD), Andrew Don (AD), Dave R. Don (DD), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Gavin 
Edmondstone (GE), Sue Edwards (SE), Brett Fried (BF), Jerry Guenther (JGu), Pat Hogge (PHo), Brandon Holden (BH), George Holland (GH), 
Ellen Horak (EHo), Jackson Hudecki (JHu), Mourad Jabra (MJa), Mark Jennings (MJ), Ethan Kistler (EK), Bill Lamond (BL), Cathy Lechniak 
(CLe), Steve Lechniak (SLe), John Lytwyn (JLy), Len Manning (LMa), Arlene McCaw (AMC), Sheldon McGregor (SMG), Kevin McLaughlin 
(KM), Matt Mills (MM), Rod Murray (RMu), Ben Oldfield (BO), Walter Pick (WP), Richard Poort (RPo), Rob Porter (RPr), David Pryor (DPr), 
Bill Read (BR), Joanne Redwood (JRe), Royal Botanical Gardens (RBG), Aaron Schat (ASc), Caleb Scholtens (CSc), William Slater (WS), Paul 
Smith (PS), Chris Street (CS), Lisa Teskey (LTe), Peter Thoem (PT), Tom Thomas (TT), Marian Thorpe (MT), Fred Urie (FU), Josh Vandermeulen 
(JV), Sandra Van Hullenaar (SVH), Brenda Van Ryswyk (BVW), Jim Watt (JWa), Chip Weseloh (CW), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams 
(KWi), Taylor Wilson (TWi), many observers (m.obs.).

Legend:
* -first occurrence for the year
F -first occurrence for the
 migration
L -last occurrence for the
 migration
HSA -Hamilton Study Area
SM –singing male
terr. –territorial bird

Plumages, etc.:
m. -male
f. -female
ad. -adult
ba. -basic
alt. -alternate
imm. -immature
juv. -juvenile
1st  yr. –first year

County/Region/City:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

Trumpeter Swan: A nesting pair at Foreman Rd Wetland [HM] Jun 
21 (RD,CE).
Wood Duck: 38 at Safari Rd Wetland [HM] Jun 4 (CE,DD).
American Wigeon: One m. at Windermere Basin [HM] Jul 10 (RD), 
and one f. there Aug 31 (RD,CE,DD); one at Grimsby Sewage Ponds 
[NG] Aug 2 (KM); one at NE Shore of Harbour [HM] Aug 4 (KM). 
Blue-winged Teal: Two m. at Windermere Basin Jun 24 (KM); two 
at Dundas Marsh [HM] Aug 11 (RD,CE). 
Northern Shoveler: One f. E of Great Lakes Blvd/Burloak Dr [HL] 
Jun 1 (MJ); two m. at Windermere Basin Jun 24 (KM), and seven there 
Aug 25-31 (RD et al.).
Green-winged Teal: One at Haldibrook Sod Farms [HD] Jun 1 
(BH); one m. + one f. at Windermere Basin Jun 24 (KM), and eight 
there Aug 29 (RD,CE); two at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 2 (KM); 13 
at Tollgate Pond [HM] Aug 7 (RD); 12 past Van Wagners Beach [HM] 
Aug 23 (LMa,BCh); four at Dry Lake [HD] Aug 31 (RD,CE,DD).
Redhead: One m. at Tollgate Pond Aug 11 (KM), and two m. 
there Aug 15-31 (JRe; m.obs.); four past Van Wagners Beach Aug 24 
(RD,CE).
Greater Scaup: One f. off Burloak Waterfront Park [HL] Jun 3 
(KM); one m. at Windermere Basin Jul 11-Aug 7 (LMa,LTe); one f. at 
Bronte Beach [HL] Jul 22 (MJ).
Lesser Scaup: Two m. at Windermere Basin Jun 1-9 (RD; m.obs.), 
and one m. there Jul 24 (KM); one at Tollgate Pond Aug 31 (RD,CE,DD).
White-winged Scoter: One off Sioux Lookout Park [HL] Jun 3 
(KM); 62 off Grimsby [NG] Jun 8 (KM).
Long-tailed Duck: One m. off Suncor Pier, Bronte [HL] Jun 7-17 
(MJ); four off Bal Harbour Park, Grimsby [NG] Jun 8 (KM); two off 
Shoreacres [HL] Jun 14 (RD,CE); one m. at Harbour off Burlington 
Ship Canal [HM] Jul 19 (KM), and one there Aug 13 (CS); two off 

Green Rd [HM] Aug 12-25 (BH).
Bufflehead: One m. at Windermere Basin Jun 3-27 (KM; m.obs.), 
and one f. there Aug 8-16 (KM; RD); one m. at Tollgate Pond Aug 7 
(RD).
Common Goldeneye: One f. off Suncor Pier, Bronte Jun 2 (MJ); 
one at NE Shore of Harbour Aug 1-4 (JRe; KM).
Hooded Merganser: One f. off Shoreacres Jun 3 (KM); one f. at 
Onondaga Farms Pond [BR] Jun 9 (RD,CE,DD); one f. + five chicks at 
Dundas Valley Golf Club [HM] Jun 22-27 (SVH); one f. at McPherson 
Rd, Oakville [HL] Jul 16 (MJ); one juv. at Windermere Basin Jul 21 
(RD,CE); one juv. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 2 (KM); one m. on 
Harbour off LaSalle Marina [HM] Aug 15 (KM).
Common Merganser: Two m. off Shoreacres Jun 3 (KM), and one 
m. + one f. there Jun 14 (RD,CE); one at NE Shore of Harbour Aug 1-7 
(JRe; RD).
Red-breasted Merganser: 12 off Burloak Waterfront Park Jun 3 

(KM); two off Casablanca Blvd, Grimsby [NG] Jun 8 (KM); nine off 
Fruitland Rd [HM] Jun 9 (KM); one m. at NE Shore of Harbour Aug 

Probable Neotropical Cormorant (second from right) on Lake Ontario 
at Green Road, Stoney Creek. 20 August 2013. A first record for the 

Hamilton Study Area - photo Brandon Holden.
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11 (KM), and two there Aug 16 (JRe); three past Fifty Point C.A. [HM/
NG] Aug 14 (KM); two at Tollgate Pond Aug 16 (JRe).
Ruddy Duck:  One m. + two f. at Windermere Basin Jun 1-Aug 31 
(RD; m.obs.); one m. off Shoreacres Jun 14 (RD,CE); one f. at NE Shore 
of Harbour Aug 4-7 (KM; RD).
Ring-necked Pheasant#: One m. at Dofasco Trail & 10th Rd E [HM] 
Jun 8 (RD,CE,DD).
Ruffed Grouse#: One terr. at Hyde Tract [HM] Jul 7 (BL).
Wild Turkey: Four at W River Rd S of Brant-Waterloo Rd [BR] Jun 9 
(RD,CE,DD); one f. at a nest w/10 eggs at Middletown Marsh [HM] Jul 
7 (RD,DD,MM); two at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 [HM] Jul 3 (PS). 

Red-throated Loon#: One ad. off Suncor Pier, Bronte Jun 7 (MJ); 
two off Fifty Rd [HM] and one off Bal Harbour Park, Grimsby Jun 8 
(KM); one off Green Rd Aug 14-31 (RD,CE; BH; GH). 
Common Loon: One ad. off Suncor Pier, Bronte Jun 7 (MJ); 10 off 
Fifty Rd and 16 off Grimsby Jun 8 (KM); one 1st alt. off Millen Rd [HM] 
Jun 9 (KM); two 1st alt. off Grays Rd Jun 21 (KM); one on Harbour off 
Bayshore Park, Aldershot [HM] Jun 24 (KM); two off Shoreacres Jun 27 
(KM); birds off Green Rd: 6 1st alt. –Aug 4 (RD,CE), 1 –Aug 12 (BH), 
6 –Aug 25 (BH); one, Fifty Point C.A. Aug 14 F (KM); one past Van 
Wagners Beach Aug 23 (LMa,BCh).
Pied-billed Grebe: One terr. at Foreman Rd Wetland Jun 21 (RD,CE). 
Horned Grebe: Two off Sioux Lookout Park and two off Burloak 
Waterfront Park Jun 3 (KM).
Red-necked Grebe: Six off Shoreacres Jun 14 (RD,CE); a pair nesting 
at Bronte Harbour [HL] had seven eggs Jun 11 with one chick hatched 
Jun 15, and two chicks Jun 19-Aug 9 (GE,SE); a nest in Bronte Creek 
N of Lakeshore Rd 
[HL] had two eggs Jul 
13 (GE), and a pair of 
ad. with two chicks W 
of Bronte Harbour Jul 
22-Aug 10 (MJ; GE,SE) 
may have been from 
this nest.
American White 
Pelican#: One at 
Cootes Paradise [HM] 
Jun 5 (JHu); one ad. 
at Hamilton Harbour 
[HM] Aug 9 (JBa), and 
likely the same bird at Cootes Paradise Aug 11-31 (CE,RD; m.obs.).
NEOTROPICAL CORMORANT#: A small cormorant possibly of 
this species was photographed off Green Rd Aug 19-20 (BH), which, 
if accepted by the Ontario Bird Records Committee, would be a first 

record for the HSA. 
Least Bittern#: One terr. at Foreman Rd Wetland Jun 9*-21 (BC,BF; 
RD,CE).
Great Egret#: Birds at Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond 
[HM]: 1 –Jul 26 F, 2 –Aug 11, 1 –Aug 27 (KM); one at Joshua Creek, 
Oakville [HL] Aug 4 (SDh); one at Dundas Marsh Aug 8 (LMa,CSc), 
and two there Aug 11 (RD,CE); birds at Confederation Park [HM]: 1 –
Aug 10 (BH), 1 –Aug 17 (RPo), 2 –Aug 24 (BH); one at Brant C.A. [BR] 
Aug 10 (RPr); 11 at Grand River at Parkhill Dam, Galt [WT] Aug 12 and 
13 there Aug 17 (BR,JGu); two at Mill St, Dundas [HM] Aug 13 (WP); 
17 at Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] Aug 17 (JV), and 19 roosting there Aug 
24 (CW); one over Plains Rd W, Aldershot [HL] Aug 18 (DD); one at 
Windermere Basin Aug 24 (DD,BC); five at Stormwater Pond at Hwy 
407 S of Britannia Rd [PL] Aug 26 (RD). 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: One heard over St. George St, 
Brantford [BR] at night Jul 13 (BL); one ad. at Garner Rd W of Hamilton 
Dr, Ancaster [HM] Aug 8 (SMG).
Black Vulture#: One at Mohawk Rd & Greenwich St, Brantford [BR] 
Aug 22 (BL) was later reported at a nearby roost on Forest Rd Aug 23-24 
(EHo; DPr).
Turkey Vulture: 100 roosting at Forest Rd, Brantford Aug 22 (BL), 
and 150 there Aug 25 (RD et al.).
Osprey: A pair nesting at Hwy 403 & Hwy 6 N [HL] Jun 1-Aug 
30 fledged two juv. (RD; m.obs.); one ad. at a nest on a cell tower at 
Hwy 8 W of Christie C.A. [HM] Jun 21-Jul 1 (RD,CE); two juv. at a 
nest at Badenoch [WL] Jul 21 (RBr); a pair nesting on a cell tower at 
Consolidated Dr, Paris [BR] had three juv. Aug 9 (BL); six at Woodland 
Cemetery [HW] Aug 10 (RD et al.). 
Bald Eagle: The nesting pair at N Shore of Cootes Paradise [HM] 
fledged two juvs. by Jun 5 (RBG); one ad. at Brant C.A. Aug 10 (RPr).

Northern Harrier: One at Courtcliffe Park [HM] Aug 3 F (RD,CE).
Broad-winged Hawk: One terr. at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd [HM] Jun 
26 (LMa,LTe) and two ad. there Jul 11 (LMa,JRe); one at Valens Rd & 
Gore Rd [HM] Jul 6 (BL,KM).
Virginia Rail#: Two terr. at Kerncliff Park [HL] Aug 5 (KD).
Common Gallinule#: One terr. pair at Grass Lake [WT] Jun 1-9 
(DCh; m.obs.); one terr. at Foreman Rd Wetland Jun 21 (RD,CE).
Sandhill Crane#: One terr. pair at Grass Lake Jun 1-30 (DCh; 
m.obs.); five at Brant-Waterloo Rd & Shouldice Sideroad [BR] Jun 9 
(RD,CE,DD); four at 1st Line N of 17th Sideroad, Moffat [HL] Jun 27 
(MT); one at Hwy 6 N of Unity Rd [HD] Aug 6 (CE).
Black-bellied Plover: Birds at Windermere Basin: 1ad. –Jun 4 L 
(RD), 1 1st alt. –Jun 21 (KM), 2ad. –Aug 3 F (RD,CE), 3ad. –Aug 15-
25 (KM; m.obs.); two ad. at Glancaster & Haldibrook Rds [HM] Aug 
25 (RD et al.); and then at Mines Rd & Haldibrook Rd [HD] Aug 26 
(RPo,LMa).
American Golden-Plover: One ad. at Hespeler Mill Pond Aug 21 F 
(CSc); five ad. at Glancaster & Haldibrook Rds Aug 25-26 (RD et al.), 

Eastern Kingbird at Progreston, 26 July 2013 - photo Peter Thoem.

Red-necked Grebe family, Bronte Harbour. 25 
June 2013 - photo Bonnie Kinder.

Brewster’s Warbler , Kirkwall. 3 June 2013 - photo Bob Curry. 
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and 15 ad. there Aug 31 (RD,CE,DD); birds at Mines & Haldibrook Rds: 
3 –Aug 26 (RPo,LMa), 16 –Aug 30 (JV), 2 –Aug 31 (RD,CE,DD).
Semipalmated Plover: Birds at Windermere Basin: 2 –Jun 3-9 (KM; 
RD), 1 –Jun 12 L (CE), 1ad. –Jul 21 F (RD,CE), 1ad. + 1juv. –Aug 2 
(KM), 7 –Aug 17 (RD et al.); three at Burlington Beachstrip [HL] Aug 
22-23 (JRe); four at Van Wagners Beach Aug 23 (LMa,BCh); three juv., 
Hamilton Beach [HM] Aug 25 (DD). 
Killdeer: 77 at Hwy 6 & Haldibrook Rd [HM] Aug 14 (LMa,LTe); 70 at 
Mines & Haldibrook Rds  Aug 30 (JV).
American Avocet#: One at Grand River, Brantford [BR] Jul 21 F 
(TWi).
Solitary Sandpiper: One at Dofasco Trail & 10th Rd E Jul 2 F 
(SLe,CLe); two at Courtcliffe Park Aug 3 (RD,CE); five juv. at Dry Lake 
[HD] Aug 31 (RD,CE,DD).
Greater Yellowlegs: One at Windermere Basin Aug 12 F (CE); six 
at Hespeler Mill Pond Aug 17 (JV); two at Grand River S of York [HD] 
Aug 31 (RD,CE,DD). 
Willet#: One juv. at Windermere Basin Aug 21 F (KM, BCh).
Lesser Yellowlegs: Birds at Windermere Basin: 1 –Jun 3 (KM), 1 
–Jun 21 (KM), 1ad. –Jun 30 F (KM), 12 –Jul 28 (RD,CE), 1juv. –Jul 30 
(RD,CE), 15 –Aug 3 (RD,CE); 59 at Hespeler Mill Pond Aug 17 (JV); 11 
at Grand River S of York Aug 31 (RD,CE,DD). 
Upland Sandpiper#: One at Dofasco Trail & 10th Rd E Jun 8 
(RD,CE,DD); one heard over St. George St, Brantford [BR] at night Jul 
10 F (BL).
Whimbrel#: One over Beach Blvd, Hamilton [HM] Aug 22 F (LMa); 

one at Windermere Basin 
Aug 25 (BC; m.obs.) was 
likely the same bird.
Ruddy Turnstone: Birds 
at Windermere Basin: 1 –
Jun 3 L (RD,CE), 1ad. –Jul 
21 F (RD,CE), up to 2ad. –
Jul 23-Aug 8 (KM). 
Red Knot#: One ad. 
at Windermere Basin 
Jul 30*-Aug 1 (RD,CE).
Sanderling: One ad. at 

Windermere Basin and 22 ad. at Van Wagners Beach Jul 21 * (RD,CE); 
one at Burlington Ship Canal Aug 13 (CS); four at Van Wagners Beach 
Aug 23 (LMa,BCh); two ad. + one juv. at Hamilton Beach Aug 25 (DD).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Five at Red Hill Parkway & QEW 
Stormwater Pond Jun 3 (KM); five at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St 
Stormwater Pond [HL] Jun 4 (MJ); birds at Windermere Basin: 32 –Jun 
3 (RD), 6 –Jun 12 L (CE), 7ad. –Jul 21 F (RD,CE), 20 –Jul 28 (RD,CE), 
2juv. –Aug 5 (RD,CE); 12 at NE Shore of Harbour Aug 30 (RD).  
Least Sandpiper: Birds at Windermere Basin: 1ad. –Jul 4 F (RD,CE), 
8 –Jul 18 (CE), 1juv. –Jul 31 (RD,CE,BCh); six at NE Shore of Harbour 
Aug 4 (RD,CE); five E of Great Lakes Blvd/Burloak Dr Aug 16 (MJ).
White-rumped Sandpiper: One ad. at Windermere Basin Jun 21 L 
(KM).
Baird’s Sandpiper: One juv. at Windermere Basin Aug 16 * (CE; JV), 
and one there Aug 24 (BC,DD); one juv. at Hespeler Mill Pond Aug 16-
17 (FU;JV); one, Hwy 6 N of Hagersville Aug 17 (AD).
Pectoral Sandpiper: One ad. at Windermere Basin Jul 4 F (CE,RD), 
and two there Aug 5-10 (RD,CE; LMa); one at NE Shore of Harbour 
Aug 4 (CE,RD); two at Hespeler Mill Pond Aug 17 (JV).
Dunlin: Five, Windermere Basin Jun 3 (RD), & two Jun 4 L (RD).  
Stilt Sandpiper: Birds at Windermere Basin: 1ad. –Jul 31*-Aug 10 
(AWi et al.; m.obs.), 2juv. –Aug 14 (CE; KM), 7juv. –Aug 17 (RD et al.); 
one juv. at Hespeler Mill Pond Aug 17 (JV).
Buff-breasted Sandpiper#: One at Mines & Haldibrook Rds Aug 

30 * (JV).
Short-billed Dowitcher: Birds at Windermere Basin: 3ad. –Jul 3 F 
(KM), 12 –Jul 7 (LMa; m.obs.), 13 –Jul 8 (LMa,RPo), 2juv. –Aug 8 (KM), 
8juv. –Aug 16 (RD); one juv. at Hespeler Mill Pond Aug 16-17 (FU; JV).
Wilson’s Phalarope#: One f. at Windermere Basin Jul 24 F (KM; 
m.obs.), and one juv. there Aug 16-20 (JV; m.obs.).
Red-necked Phalarope#: 
Six off Van Wagners Beach 
Aug 24 * (CE); three juv. at 
Tollgate Pond Aug 31 (KM).
B l a c k - l e g g e d 
Kittiwake#: One juv. off 
Van Wagners Beach Aug 17 
* (RD,CE,DD) provided the 
3rd earliest fall HSA record. 
Bonaparte’s Gull: Three 
1st alt. at Bronte Harbour 
Jun 7 (MJ); three ad. past 
Van Wagners Beach Jul 21 F 
(RD); birds at Windermere 
Basin: 3ad. –Jul 21 (RD), 8ad. –Jul 30 (RD,CE), 1juv. –Aug 9 (BCh), 2juv. 
–Aug 11 (KM), 2juv. –Aug 16 (RD); one juv. off Green Rd Aug 3 (BH), 
and five ad. there Aug 4 (RD,CE); five off Fifty Point Aug 4 (RD,CE); 
three ad. at NE Shore of Harbour Aug 7 (RD); six at Van Wagners Beach 
Aug 24 (RD,CE). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One ad. off Green Rd Aug 18 F and 
one there Aug 20 (BH).
Great Black-backed Gull: One 1st alt. at CCIW [HL] Jun 5 (RD); 
one juv. off Green Rd Aug 20 F (BH).
Caspian Tern: One 1st alt. at Windermere Basin Jun 4 (RD).
Black Tern#: One juv. off Green Rd Aug 17 * (BH).
Common Tern: One 1st alt. at Windermere Basin Jun 4-9 (RD; KM), 
and four 1st alt. + three 2nd alt. there Jun 20 (RD,CE); one 1st alt. off 
Green Rd Jun 9 (KM); 34 ad. + six 1st alt. at Bronte Harbour Jun 19 (MJ).
Parasitic Jaeger#: One 1st alt. off Green Rd Aug 18 * (BH).
Jaeger species#: One off Van Wagners Beach Aug 23 (LMa,BCh).
Long-tailed Jaeger#: One ad. off Green Rd Aug 18 * (BH) and two 
juv. there Aug 25 (BH); one off Van Wagners Beach Aug 19 (MJa,BCh), 
and three there Aug 23 (BCh,LMa).
WHITE-WINGED DOVE#: One at Sunrise Cres, Dundas [HM] Jun 23 
* (RD) provided the fourth record for the HSA.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at W River Rd at Spottiswood Lake 
[BR] Jun 9 (RD,CE,DD); one at City View Park, Burlington [HL] Jun 9 
(JLy); one at Rock Chapel [HM] Jun 18 (SD); one m. at Grand River at 
Hardy Rd [BR] Jun 21 (BL); one at Kerncliff Park Aug 5 (KD).
Common Nighthawk: One at Barry Tract [HM] Jun 2 (LMa et al.); 
two at Main St & Kenilworth Ave [HM] (LMa,LTe) and one at Westover 
Rd N of Conc 8 (PS) Jun 8 L; one at (continued on page 115) 

Baltimore Oriole at Bronte on 28 August 2013 
photo Judy Eberspaecher.

Female Bobolink in field behind Gates of 
Heaven Cemetery, Burlington. 27 June 

2013 - photo Bonnie Kinder. 

Female Orchard Oriole, Bronte. 5 August 2013 - photo 
Judy Eberspaecher.
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Member Profile - Dolores and Brian Mishell
by Glenda Slessor
Dolores and Brian Mishell sat down with me for an interview 
on Sunday November 24th. The remarkable fact is that they sat 
down! These two HNC members live a rich and busy life, so find-
ing them at home for a couple of hours was a treat.

You will remember Dolores and Brian from HNC and BSG meet-
ings, where over the last few years, they have shared presentations 
with us of their many trips. We have experienced their fascination 
with the lemurs of Madagascar, as well as their insights into the 
flora and fauna of the Galapagos, and the birds of South Africa.

The Mishells moved to Burlington quite recently, so they are rela-
tive newcomers to the HNC, but they are no strangers to Ontario 
birding. In their years in Bobcaygeon, they were active members 
of the Fenelon Falls club, where they met up with birders from 
Hamilton and the rest of Ontario when on OFO trips around the 
province.

Imagine living for years in Hong Kong, “the high rise capital of 
the world” as Brian calls it, then retiring to Bobcaygeon! And 
lovely as it was, close to friends and family, they soon found they 
were more urban in nature than they had believed. It was time 
to choose another retirement spot. OFO and their trips to Pelee 
had introduced them to enough birders to convince them that 
the Hamilton area was where these naturalists should be. 

So we have the benefit of their experience now.  They cover Flam-
borough for the fall bird count, and this year they were excited 
to have seen a field full of Lapland Longspurs, with, strangely, al-
most no Horned Larks. Dolores joins the HNC Larks for some of 
their outings, and I appreciate her ability to recognize bird song 
when I go birding with her. Both Dolores and Brian are local 
birders here, and Brian has responded to the eBird call, recording 
their finds on the eBird website.

 Dolores and Brian are natural teachers. For many years, they have 
visited Sanibel Island, and since their retirement in 2001, volun-
teer for Ding Darling Park and the Sanibel and Captiva Audubon 
Society. Learning the rules at the welcome desk, they soon be-
came rovers on the Ding Darling Trail. Slowly covering the 3 km 
drive, they made sure visitors knew what to look for, what they 
were actually seeing, and what was important to learn about the 
birds in this Florida treasure. Teaching shorebird identification 
workshops at Ding Darling introduced them to Lillian and Don-
ald Stokes, who have become good friends over the years. 

Dolores has been a naturalist, a birder since she was young. She 
grew up helping to work her family’s 200-acre farm, which has 
since been subsumed by Brampton. From that point on, she has 
been a bird lover and a gardener, two hobbies which she has made 
fit together quite well. But she developed her mechanical skills on 
the farm too, becoming an expert at repairing the binders and 

such equipment for her Dad and the neighbors. So no wonder she 
found her niche at Emerson Electric, an American conglomerate 
that hired her for their Canadian branch which was dealing with 
air conditioning. Her aptitude, energy, and knowledge meant she 
could create a career for herself in such a male dominated indus-
try.  Hired for inventory control, she soon became a sales rep, first 
inside, then on the road. Not too long after that, she was in charge 
of the Canadian Division. Brian, who was the General Manager 
at this point, was moved to St. Louis, but when the Asian branch 
of the company was heating up, he took on that responsibility, 
and Dolores moved to St. Louis to take over there.  

Brian was now a birder himself.  He lived on the Mississippi Fly-
way, the perfect spot for migration and spoke with great fondness 
of exploring this area. When he and Dolores were married, their 
bird feeders became the home for dozens of cardinals, and Tufted 
Titmice.

The time from 1994 to 2001 were their Hong Kong years. The 
treasures in their house reflect the excitement of those years. 
Imagine: Brian travelled over 400,000 miles a year, from South 
Africa to Japan and all the countries in between, supervising the 
expansion of the business. Dolores herself covered 250,000 miles, 
but she stayed a bit longer at each stop, first selling, then hiring 
and training as each new branch came on line.

So travelling is in their DNA by now. Consider this itinerary for 
last year alone: New Zealand in February, the UK in June and 
July, Puerto Rico in August, and a visit to the Arctic to watch Po-
lar Bears later in the fall. Don’t forget the four months in Sanibel 
too!

And life continues to interest and amuse them.

 Brian’s den is full of books, many of which are history studies, 
and more than several about his hero – Winston Churchill. In 
fact, he belongs to the Winston Churchill Society where he can 
share his enthusiasm with people all over the world. An expert 

Brian and Dolores Mishell at their Burlington home, 24 November 2013.  
photo Glenda Slessor.
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photographer, Brian has thousands of pictures of the birds in par-
ticular, and the mammals they have encountered in their travels.  
He can also help you with the vagaries of your camera, whatever 
the model, whenever you want. And not to forget his computer 
skills!  Have a problem?  Ask Brian.

Dolores gardens, of course, with the energy and skill of a master 
gardener. She laughs that the Burlington garden is the smallest 
she’s ever worked, but to me, it is huge – front yard and back yard 
of a large lot. Now though, she has time to knit, try out new reci-
pes, make jewelry, and keep up their trip planning.

They will be off to their retreat in Sanibel Island shortly, where 
they look forward to Florida’s rich birding experiences. They are 
already sharing one of those delightful “couple’s smiles” as they 
think of the sewage treatment areas awaiting them in interior 
Florida, full of shorebirds.

The Mishells have been world birders – over 4000 species on 
their list, but I think their real love is the birds themselves. The 
joy of seeing thousands  of American White Pelicans lift off into 
the sky like a cloud of snow, or of finding the one Bufflehead they 
know frequents a remote pond in their fall bird count area, are 
the memories they speak of with the greatest pleasure.

(Birds at Risk - continued from page 107) listed as 
Threatened. Many of the squares of occurrence in the first Atlas 
map are empty in the map of the second Atlas.

The Acadian Flycatcher is an Empidonax flycatcher best identified 
by its distinctive song - “pizza”. It may be seen at Point Pelee and 
Old Cut (Long Point) and other migration hotspots during May 
migration. It likes deep, dark forests and ravines, and builds 
drooping, sloppy nests that are surprisingly hard for its predators 
to find. Only 37 pairs were noted in Ontario, with 2/3 on the 
Norfolk Sand Plain. While there is plenty of suitable habitat for 
Acadian Flycatchers, Jody explained that they are not always at 
the same site from year to year. For instance, they currently are 
not nesting in Spooky Hollow or Backus Woods, although they 
have bred in both locations quite recently. They are very choosy 
about their nesting habitat, favouring steep hemlock ravines or 
swamp forests, yet water is not necessary. Some habitat is starting 
to be destroyed by a spreading hemlock disease, and all-terrain 
vehicles are also causing considerable damage in some areas. 
Jody has been building relationships with local landowners 
by providing them with fact sheets on the Acadian Flycatcher. 
He has been taking the owners out into the field to see actual 
nest sites. He is hoping this will make landowners more aware 
of the status of these birds and encourage them to get involved 
in habitat conservation. He has even helped some landowners 
clear garbage, including discarded pool chemicals, from their 
properties to protect and preserve the flycatchers’ habitat.

According to Jody, the Louisiana Waterthrush is the “coolest bird 
we have in Ontario” and he finds it “fascinating.” These opinions 
come from his long hours of study of this elusive “species of 
concern” that likes ravines with fast-moving water. He has seen 
these birds go right under rushing water, like dippers. Their 
nests are built on the ground and have a characteristic leaf porch, 
unlike the Northern Waterthrush’s nest, which is usually within 
a tangle of roots. He and his helper have only found 11 nesting 
pairs. They have been banding young birds when they are only 
6-7 days old because the nestlings’ legs do not grow much after 
that. They have been trying to determine whether the adults 
are site faithful and whether any of the young return to the area 
where they were born. 

Jody finished his presentation with a photo of a Cerulean Warbler 
found in the St. Williams Forest – they nest 70 feet up in the 
trees! He feels this may be “Ontario’s most threatened bird” as 
it’s declining everywhere, especially in eastern Ontario around 
Kingston where it used to be readily found. Deforestation in its 
Columbian wintering grounds is possibly having a very large 
impact on its survival. This issue is now getting international 
attention.

Jody probably could have talked to us longer – if the hall had 
been available to us – because he is passionate about what he 
does and loves to share his experiences. His vivid descriptions 
of wading through streams to empty his mist nests and band 
his feathered subjects made us feel we were right there beside 
him. He is certainly an informed, enthusiastic and eloquent 
spokesperson for BSC and its mission, and we are fortunate to 
have young scientists of  his robust health – and calibre – which 
enables him to spend long hours in difficult terrain monitoring 
some fairly reclusive bird species.

After capably answering some questions from the floor at 
the end of his formal presentation, Jody mentioned he would 
be leading a hike in the Long Point area for the Ontario Field 
Ornithologists on Saturday June 7, 2014. If you would like to 
experience birding in Carolinian Canada, come prepared for 
swamps and mosquitoes. The hike starts at the Bird Studies 
Canada headquarters at 6:30 a.m. and you will likely see many 
of the birds he described in his talk. 

Cheryl Edgecombe thanked our speaker and the audience 
expressed their appreciation with a long and loud round of 
applause. After a short summary of the Hamilton Fall Bird 
Count, Cheryl adjourned the meeting. All of us went home a 
little wiser about what is being done to help the continued 
survival of some of our forest birds at risk.

February Monthly Meeting
10 Feb. (Monday) 7:30 p.m. 

(location change - see page 102) “The Young and 
the Restless: Exploring the Universe’s Most Spectacular 
Explosions with Light Echoes”. Supernovae and other 
luminous transients produce such prodigious quantities of 
light that the very tiny fraction scattered towards Earth by 
interstellar dust hundreds of light years away can still be 
studied with large telescopes. In this talk, Doug Welch will 
describe what has been learned about supernovae and their 
precursors using this technique. 
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(Noteworthy Bird Records - from  page 112) Sunrise 
Crescent, Dundas Aug 9 F (RD); five over Aurora Cres, Burlington [HL] 
Aug 25 and eight there Aug 29 (CE); seven at Dundas Valley Rail Trail 
[HM] Aug 26 (RPr); 10 at Aberfoyle [WL] Aug 26 (PHo); 40 at Victoria 
Park Cemetery, Galt [WT] Aug 27 (BR); five at University Plaza, Dundas 
[HM] Aug 27 (MM); 20 at Powerline & Paddy Green Rds [HM] Aug 29 
(WS); 22 over James Hillier School, Brantford [BR] Aug 31 (BL).
Eastern Whip-poor-will#: One SM at Rock Chapel Aug 18 (SD,JDa).
Chimney Swift: 17 past Woodland Cemetery Aug 10 F (RD et al.); 25 
over Hurd Ave, Burlington [HL] Aug 13 (PT); birds roosting at Central 
Presbyterian Church, Galt [WT]: 115 –Aug 17, 181 –Aug 19, 154 –Aug 
20, 117 –Aug 21, 130 –Aug 22, 103 –Aug 27, 96 –Aug 28 (BR,JGu). 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Two at Edgelake Park [HM] Aug 15 
F (RD,CE).
Red-headed Woodpecker#: One ad. at Sawmill Rd W of Shaver 
Rd [BR] Jun 10 (ASc), and two juv. there Jul 20-22 (GBs; DD); one at 
Chippewa Rd W of Hwy 6 [HM] Jul 12 (RBa); one ad. at Burt Rd N of 
Howell Rd [BR] Aug 13 (BR).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One juv. found dead at Crooks Hollow 
C.A. [HM] Jul 1 (RD,CE).
Merlin: One at Plains Rd W S of Old York Rd [HL] Jul 17 (RD); one 
at Cootes Dr, Dundas [HM] Aug 6 (RD); one at Woodland Cemetery 
Aug 10 (RD et al.); one at Hurd Ave, Burlington Aug 13 (PT); one past 
Frances Ave, Stoney Creek [HM] Aug 13 (BH); one at Aurora Cres, 
Burlington Aug 28 (CE).  
Peregrine Falcon#: A pair nesting at Burlington Lift Bridge [HL/
HM] fledged four juv. by early Jun (BCh; m.obs.).
Olive-sided Flycatcher#: One at City View Park, Burlington Aug 9 
F (TT); one, Tuck Creek N of Spruce Ave [HL] Aug 16 (CE; DD).
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Two at Edgelake Park Aug 24 F (EK).
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at St. George St, Brantford Jun 12 L 
(BL); one at Lowville Park [HL] Aug 12 F (BO). 
Acadian Flycatcher#: One SM at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 
31-Jul 8 (RBG).
Willow Flycatcher: One, Aurora Cres, Burlington Aug 28 F (CE).
Least Flycatcher: One at Shoreacres Aug 6 F (CE). 
Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Woodland Cemetery Aug 10 F 
(RD et al.).
Eastern Kingbird: One at Bronte Harbour Jul 19 F (MJ). 
Yellow-throated Vireo#: One SM at W River Rd at Spottiswood 
Lake Jun 9 (RD,CE,DD).
Blue-headed Vireo: One, Shades Mills C.A. [WT] Aug 25 (RPr).
Philadelphia Vireo: One at Woodland Cemetery Aug 10 F (CE).
Red-eyed Vireo: Three at Woodland Cemetery Aug 4 F (RD,CE).
Common Raven#: One at Rock Chapel Jun 8 (SD); one at Westover 
Rd N of Conc 8 Jun 21 (PS); one at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve 
[WL] Jul 3 (LMa,JRe); one over Dundas St, Dundas [HM] Jul 3 (RD).
Horned Lark: 50 at Mines & Haldibrook Rds Aug 31 (RD,CE,DD).
Purple Martin: One at Van Wagners Beach Jul 28 F (RD,CE); 10 at 
Dofasco Trail & 10th Rd E Aug 5 (RD,CE); 150 at Crosswinds Golf 
Course, Lowville [HL] Aug 8-9 (BVW).
Bank Swallow: 28 past Woodland Cemetery Aug 4 (RD,CE).
Cliff Swallow: 36 nests at Compass Restaurant, Bronte Harbour 
Jun 15 produced many young which all fledged by Jul 21 (GE); 120 at 
McPherson Rd, Oakville Jul 5 (MJ); 70 at a colony at Lakeshore Rd over 
Bronte Creek [HL] Jul 13 (GE).
Barn Swallow: 53 past Woodland Cemetery Aug 4 (RD,CE); 400 at 
Bronte Marsh [HL] Aug 13 (MJ).
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Three, Sunrise Cres, Dundas Jul 13 (RD).
Brown Creeper: One at Edgelake Park Aug 24 F (EK).
Winter Wren: One SM at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Jun 25-Jul 15 (PS); 
two SM at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd Jul 2 (LMa,LTe,BCo).

Veery: One at Shoreacres Aug 29 F (AMC).
Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Ruthven Park, Cayuga [HD] Aug 14 
F (BO).
Wood Thrush: Three SM at Cartwright Sanctuary [HM] Jun 1 (DD); 
five SM at Rock Chapel Jul 24 (SD).
Ovenbird: Two at Edgelake Park Aug 24 F (EK).
Louisiana Waterthrush#: One at Sudden Tract [WT] Jun 9 
(RD,CE,DD).
Northern Waterthrush: One at Shell Park [HL] Aug 11 F (MJ).
Golden-winged Warbler#: One SM at Cartwright Sanctuary Jun 1-2 
(DD; m.obs.); one at Rattray Marsh [PL] Aug 26 (JWa).
“Brewster’s” Warbler#: One m. at Shaw Tract, Valens Rd [HM] Jun 
1 (PBa); one at Kirkwall, [HM] Jun 3 (RC).
Blue-winged Warbler: One f. at LaSalle Park [HL] Aug 13 F (RD); 
one at Ruthven Park Aug 14 (BO); one at Rock Chapel Aug 14 (SD).
Black-and-white Warbler: One at Beverly Swamp Preserve [HM] 
Jun 16 (RPr), and one m. + one juv. there Jul 20 (RD,CE,DD); one SM 
at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd Jun 26-Jul 2 (LMa,LTe); one at Woodland 
Cemetery Aug 10 F (MM); six at Edgelake Park Aug 24 (EK).
Tennessee Warbler: One at Confederation Park Aug 23 F (TT).
Nashville Warbler: One SM at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Jul 2 (PS); 
one at Edgelake Park Aug 24 F (EK).
Mourning Warbler#: Two m. at Berry Tract/Cartwright Tract Jun 2 
(LMa et al.); three m. at Tuck Creek S of Upper Middle Rd [HL] Jun 9 L 
(BC); one juv. at Beverly Swamp Preserve Jul 20 (RD,CE,DD).
Common Yellowthroat: One at Edgelake Park Aug 24 F (EK).
American Redstart: One f. at LaSalle Park Jul 23 (RPr); one at 
Confederation Park Aug 23 F (TT); 10, Edgelake Park Aug 24 (EK).
Cape May Warbler: One at Princess Point [HM] Jun 4 L (LBu); one 
at Confederation Park Aug 24 F (JRe).
Cerulean Warbler#: One SM at Sixteen Mile Creek, Oakville [HL] 
Jun 24 * (RMu).
Magnolia Warbler: Five at Confederation Park Aug 23 F (TT); 30 at 
Edgelake Park Aug 24 (EK).
Bay-breasted Warbler: One at Woodland Cemetery (AD) and two 
at Edgelake Park (EK) Aug 24 F.
Blackburnian Warbler: One at Edgelake Park Aug 24 F (EK).
Yellow Warbler: One at St. George St, Brantford Jul 7 F (BL); 20 at 
Princess Point Aug 8 (LMa,CSc); 21 at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Aug 
11 (RD,CE).
Chestnut-sided Warbler: Two at Confederation Park Aug 23F (TT).
Blackpoll Warbler: Two at Edgelake Park Aug 24 F (EK).  
Black-throated Blue Warbler: One at Confederation Park Aug 23 F 
(TT); four at Edgelake Park Aug 24 (EK).
Pine Warbler: One m. at Grand River at Hardy Rd Jul 5 (BL); one at 
Rock Chapel Aug 18 (SD).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: One at Princess Point Aug 8 F (LMa,CSc); 
one at Dunning Ct, Dundas [HM] Aug 9 (MM); one at Confederation 
Park Aug 23 (TT); two at Edgelake Park Aug 24 (EK).  
Black-throated Green Warbler: One SM at Middletown Marsh Jul 
7 (RD,DD,MM); one at Edgelake Park Aug 31 F (KWi,AWi).
Canada Warbler: One terr. pair and one SM at Lennon Rd S of Gore 
Rd Jul 2 (LMa,LTe,BCo); one at Rock Chapel Aug 14 F (SD); three at 
Edgelake Park Aug 24 (EK).
Wilson’s Warbler: One at Edgelake Park Aug 24 F (EK).
Clay-colored Sparrow#: One SM at City View Park, Burlington Jun 
1-Jul 1 (DD; m.obs.).
Vesper Sparrow: One at City View Park, Burlington Aug 9 (TT).
Grasshopper Sparrow#: Two SM at Dofasco Trail & 10th Rd E Jun 
8 (RD,CE,DD); three SM at Grass Lake Jun 9 (RD,CE,DD); six SM at 
Grand River at Hardy Rd Jul 5 (BL); one SM NW of Conc 6 & Westover 
Rd [HM] Jul 7 (RD et al.); two SM at Beverly Swamp Preserve Jul 20 
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(RD,CE,DD). 
White-throated Sparrow: One SM at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Jun 
21 (PS).
Scarlet Tanager: One at Rock Chapel Jul 24 and one there Aug 13 
(SD); one f. at Woodland Cemetery Aug 4 F (CE,RD).
Bobolink: One over Woodland Cemetery Aug 10 F (RD et al.); two 
over Aurora Cres, Burlington Aug 30 (CE); one at Mines & Haldibrook 
Rds Aug 31 (RD,CE,DD).
Orchard Oriole#: One m. at Grand River at Hardy Rd and one m. at 

Birkett Lane, Brantford [BR] Jun 21 (BL); one m. at Conc 4 at Fairchild 
Creek [HM] Jul 7 (BL); one m. at McPherson Rd, Oakville Jul 8 (MJ).  
Baltimore Oriole: One at Aurora Cres, Burlington Aug 29 (CE).
Purple Finch: Two SM at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd Jun 26 (LMa,LTe); 
one m. at Crieff Bog [WL] Jul 6 (BL,BW).

Please send your bird records for September-November 2013 by Jan 
5 to:  Rob Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H 3S1; ph: (905) 
628-0297; e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca

Gardening with a Brown-headed Cowbird
by Brenda Van Ryswyk

I’ve recently had the experience of owning my own home. 
The home I purchased had one key feature: a large back 

yard for gardening. And boy did I have plans! But the first step 
was to remove the weeds and invasive species left over from 
former ‘gardening’ attempts, followed by years of neglect and 
abandonment. I set to it with gusto, spending every spare minute 
out back with the garden fork, digging out the unwanted beds 
of Daylilies and terrible, invasive Goutweed which had jumped 
the former garden edging and were even competing with the 
lawn grass, as well as a Creeping Bellflower with a taproot that 
seemed to be everywhere. I decided the only way to keep them 
from coming back was to sift the soil to remove all the roots – 
lots of work, but well worth it. 

In the process though, I came across 
many a worm and grub. I didn’t think too 
much of them; indifferent to both, I just 
tossed them back onto the pile of ‘good’ 
dirt in the garden. One day as I was 
doing this, I noticed a bird had become 
quite interested in my activities. I was in 
a particularly grubby part of the garden 
(an area overrun by the lawn, or vice 
versa despite the garden edging), and 
tossing out multiple grubs. I paused my 
movements, and the bird came right into 
the garden and started picking them up. 
Huh. I watched the bird for a bit but soon 
decided this idleness could not continue; 
I needed to get this done, so I returned 
to my digging and sifting. The cowbird (I 
had to confirm the ID later as I have not 
been much of a bird person in the past) 
returned repeatedly to gather the grubs I had tossed, sometimes 
eating them right there, sometimes flying off with them. When 
the existing supply on the top of the soil pile was exhausted, the 
bird hopped closer to me (within a foot or two!) and cocked its 
head looking at me, almost as if to ask where the rest were, or 
what was taking me so long getting more. I had paused to see 

how close it would come to me, but after that look, as if asking 
for more, I laughed at it and went back to my digging. The bird 
moved back a bit but stayed sitting on the top of the dirt pile and 
watching nearby until I tossed a few more out. Then after a few 
more, satisfied, it flew off and didn’t return again that day.

It was an interesting experience. The bird clearly knew what the 
sifted soil meant, and repeatedly returned to check for more 
grubs as I moved through the garden. It wasn’t scared of me 
in the slightest, and would continue its grub explorations even 
while I was digging and tossing things around (this was contrary 
to the robins, who had also been in the yard at times when I was 
gardening, and would spook at the slightest movement). When 

I recounted the story later to birder friend, Paul Smith, he was 
excited and explained the natural history of cowbirds was to 
follow buffalo and eat the insects turned up by their movements, 
and this, apparently, could be a modification of that behaviour. 
So I suppose to the cowbird, I’m a (very small) buffalo substitute?

Brown-headed Cowbird, female. Hamilton. April - photo Brandon Holden
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In Memoriam – Ian Christie Reid
by Warren Beacham
I met Ian on my first outing to 
our Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, 
sometime in 1994 or 95.  Ian’s 
task was to help with marking 
the boundaries between our 
original property and the 
adjacent property that we had 
just acquired.  I volunteered to 
go with him. We trudged off 
into the dense Carolinian forest. Being new to the property, I 
was quickly disoriented as to where we were going and a bit 
concerned with how we were going to get back. Ian was able to 
not only find the survey marks for our existing property, but also 
able to differentiate between the two properties in what appeared 
to me to be homogeneous forest. After marking the boundary, 
Ian successfully brought us back onto one of the marked trails. 
I credit Ian with giving me a sense of excitement and adventure 
about the work we were doing, and helping to educate me about 
the importance of property boundaries. Ian was at this time in 
his mid seventies, still hiking around like a young man.

Ian was born in Nottingham England on 14 June 1920. After 
attending Cambridge University for one year, he was called up 
to the army. He served in India and Burma during WW II with 
the Black Watch regiment. He was part of a group known as the 
Chindits, under General Wingate, whose role was to harass the 
Japanese in Burma. I remember asking him about this once, and 
he told me the story of crash landing in a glider, breaking his 
wrist, and then leading the wounded from the crash out of the 
jungle on a three day hike. I realized then why a hike through the 
Canadian woods would be such a pleasant experience for him. 

Ian returned from the war to finish his education at St John’s 
College at Cambridge. He taught at high schools in England 
before going to Kenya in 1954, with his wife Barbara, to teach at 
a boarding school. He would stay in Kenya until 1964 and while 
there, he and Barbara were active in the Mountain Club of Kenya.

On his first day in Canada, his brother-in-law took him hiking, 
told him about the Niagara Escarpment and a group trying to 
make a trail along its length. Ian joined the fledgling Bruce Trail 
Club the next day. He would dedicate a good portion of his time 

to the Iroquois Club, serving as Iroquois Club President in 1968 
and Trail Director in 1967 and 1984-1987. Ian also served as 
President of the entire Bruce Trail Club from 1973-1976. During 
this time he prepared a series of articles that became the basis 
for the first Guide for Trail Workers. Barbara was also active in 
the Iroquois Club, serving as Secretary in 1969 and Treasurer in 
1970 and 71. Barbara took over as Secretary from another HNC 
member, Shirley Klement, who had been Secretary since 1965.
Ian and Barbara were also great contributors to the HNC 
Sanctuary Committee. They joined the HNC in 1969 and Ian 
joined the Sanctuary Committee in 1970 and stayed active 
until 2004. He shared his wealth of knowledge regarding nature 
trails, helping with layout and maintenance of the trails in our 
Sanctuaries. He had record attendance at Sanctuary field events, 
in all types of weather, at times being one of the few that made 
it out. As well as Sanctuary activities, he and Barbara submitted 
bird records, led hikes, submitted articles to the Wood Duck and 
were part of the WD Mailing Committee for many years.

As well as his contributions to environmental organizations, Ian 
left his mark on his own community. He was quite often seen 
hiking around Dundas and single-handedly started a foot path 
that follows Spencer Ceek through Dundas. He worked tirelessly 
with the Dundas Town Council and then the City of Hamilton 
Trails Committee to formalize and turn his Spencer Creek path 
into a recognized trail. Most of these paths have never been 
turned into formal walkways, though the plans exist. The fact 
that the paths remain, and are used on a daily basis is a legacy to 
Ian’s efforts.

 
After Barbara passed in 2012, Ian left Dundas to live in 
Yellowknife, closer to his son and daughter, passing away at the 
age of 94 on 17 October 2013 after walking the last section of the 
“path” with Alzheimer’s disease. Right up to his final few days he 
could be found following his lifelong passion for walking, with 
daily outings on his walker on Frame Lake Trail in Yellowknife. 

I have a copy of Ian Reid’s Wartime Memories that I can share.  
Ian’s Iroquoia Memories, an unofficial history of the first 25 years 
of the Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club, can be obtained from the Bruce 
Trail Conservancy, for a small donation.

Cootes Paradise and Tundra Swans in March - photo Ken Newcombe.
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Summary of the Minutes of the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club Board Meetings.  Sept.-Nov. 2013
by Joyce Litster/Bronwen Tregunno

Items Discussed 5 September 2013

Presentation to Board by Volunteer Coordinator, Lee Jones.
Jen Baker applied for and received a Trillium Grant to hire a 
Volunteer Coordinator for the Club. The new Coordinator will 
work for us over the next two years developing policies and 
best practices in our dealings with Club volunteers.  Lee Jones 
has a Certificate from the Volunteer Management Program at 
Humber College. She attended the September Board meeting 
to explain the policies and procedures and ask the Board to 
study and support them.

Long Point Land Trust
The Long Point Land Trust is purchasing a 50-acre property 
near Fisher’s Glen on Lake Erie and is engaged in fund raising.  
In July, the HNC Sanctuary Land Trust approved a motion to 
donate $5000 to LPLT to help in the acquisition of this property.  
The HNC Board passed a motion approving the Sanctuary 
Land Trust motion and will donate $5000 for this purchase.

Membership Database
The Club has purchased Charity Master as our membership 
database software and Maggie Sims has installed it. The 
developer has rewritten the membership part of the program 
so that it is more tailored to our needs.  Maggie will rewrite the 
financial part and will enter our data going back six years plus 
the current year (as required by law). 

January and February Meeting Locations
The RBG will be undergoing some renovations in January and 
February 2014, so HNC meetings will have to be held elsewhere.  
Peter Scholtens is looking for an alternative location for those 
months and will let us know what he is able to find.

Items Discussed 3 October 2013

Website Renewal
Our website has moved from Networx to WPEngine.  Material 
still needs to be transferred to the new site and the Directors 
are learning the new software package, WordPress, so that they 
will be able to put items on the website.

Maplewood  -  Hamilton Conservation Authority
The HCA acquired this property approximately 50 years ago.  
It is at the end of Artaban Road off of Lion’s Club Road in 
the Dundas Valley. The HCA staff has recommended that the 
building be removed and the property returned to a natural 
state however the Montessori school would like to rent the 
building.  The HNC Board is watching this with interest and 
would prefer to see the property returned to nature.

Items Discussed 31 October 2013

Website Renewal
Invoice for $375 will be paid to TNOEP for transfer of 
content and DNS services. Maggie Paton will assist Lindsay 
Barr, Website Coordinator. Concerns about online paying 
membership and donations will be addressed.

January & February 2014 Meeting Locations
HNC had the Perkin’s Centre at 1249 Main St. E Hamilton 
reserved for Jan 13 and Feb 10, 2014 General Meetings.  
Peter Scholtens is investigating other possibilities. [location 
subsequently changed to Pearl Company Arts Centre - see 
page 102].

Volunteer Presentation.
 Lee Jones to give a talk about HNC history and activities on Nov 
7 at the Spec Building’s Auditorium on 44 Frid St. Hamilton.

Rick Ludkin’s Kenya Project
Master bander Rick Ludkin of Ruthven Historic Park, is 
speaking about his 2013 Kenya Project at Nov 4th general 
meeting.  HNC will support Rick in 2014 with $300 to help 
with purchase of binoculars, books and training and travel for 
exceptional students.  

Federal Hunting Regulations
Paul Smith is looking into proposals to a change in hunting 
regulations in Ontario particularly as it affects species at risk 
such as Barrow’s Goldeneye. A hunt on Mourning Doves is also 
included. Members may look at the proposal on Environment 
Canada’s website.

Spirit of Red Hill Lecture
HNC donated $50 to the 2013 lecture at Unitarian Church, 170 
Dundurn St. S. Hamilton, on Nov 27th at 7 p.m. Guest lecturer 
is Chris Turner author of “War on Science”.

    Next Bird Study Group Meeting
20  January 2014 (Monday) 7:30 p.m.

 Where Are the Whip-poor-wills ? 
 Audrey Heagy will discuss the decline of Eastern Whip-poor-wills in Ontario. Hopefully there will be some good news on the 
horizon for this amazing songster of the night.  Audrey works for Bird Studies Canada and is the Development Coordinator for 
the Canadian Migration Monitoring Network and is the Ontario Coordinator for the Breeding Bird Surveys (BBS). Come early at 
7:00 for coffee and conversation. Burlington Seniors Centre, Auditorium B, 2285 New Street, Burlington.



Protecting Land in the Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark System
by Jen Baker

The Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark System came into existence 
in June 2013, but by then the partners had already been 

working together to protect land in the area.  This includes the 
generous donation from 
long-time Burlington 
businessman John V. 
Holland, of 37 acres of 
land in north Aldershot. 
This land has been given 
to the City of Burlington 
and will be permanently 
protected as part of the 
EcoPark System.

The HCA also purchased 
the 52 acre York Road 
Acreage (Nolan Property) 
in the Pleasant View area 
of Dundas. The HNC 
saw the importance of 
protecting this property from 
future development and contributed $5,000  for this purchase. 
The Hamilton Conservation Foundation, the fundraising arm of 

the HCA, is seeking donations to complete the purchase, which 
has been secured with reserve financing until the end of 2013.  
Based on current discussions with a few landowners, the partners 

are hopeful to shortly be 
announcing additional 
lands that will have been 
protected!  

By protecting these 
lands, the partners are 
actively working together 
to protect, restore, and 
connect more than 4,900 
acres (2,000 hectares) 
of natural lands at the 
western end of Lake 
Ontario.

If you have questions 
or would like more 

details about permanently 
protecting land, contact Jen Baker at land@hamiltonnature.org 
or 905-524-3339.

Nolan Property, York Road, Dundas – September 2013 – photo Jen Baker.

Carolina Wren, LaSalle Park, Burlington - 12 November 2013 - photo Joanne Redwood.
There is not a more cheery sound than a Carolina Wren singing on a cold winter’s morning!



Don’t let this be your last Wood Duck !
 We currently have many Club members who have not renewed for the 2013-14 year. We 
want you to renew as we value each and every membership. Your membership provides 
us with the “strength of membership” and money to fulfill our goals. And our goals are 
lofty: from buying and protecting as much natural land as we can, to documenting the 
natural history of the Hamilton area, which includes our annual butterfly, dragonfly and 

bird counts – plus the Noteworthy Bird Records that have provided significant bird records 
in the Hamilton Study Area for 60 years. Another important goal is to enhance nature ex-
periences for our members through interesting speakers, a variety of field trips, our web-
site, and of course, the Wood Duck. The HNC incurs significant costs, especially for rental 
of the RBG and the Burlington Seniors Centre for our meetings. In addition, the cost of 
printing and mailing the Wood Duck is considerable. Thus, we will not be able to continue 

sending you the Wood Duck without your renewal. So please renew ASAP! 
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     Hamilton, ON  L8S 4R5

 

Golden Eagle, immature, Hwy #6 just south of Morriston, Puslinch Township - 13 November 2013 - photo Michael Veltri. A wonderful photo 
of such an exciting bird! Golden Eagles are only migrants through the Hamilton Study Area. Perhaps that makes them more exciting to see. 


