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Editor’s Note........
This is the last issue of Volume 67 before the summer break. This is the time of year that most naturalists look forward to 
with anticipation. There is so much to see and do, and there are so many places that one can visit. We all have our favou-
rite things to look for and our favourite places to go. We are all creatures of habit and have our own “rituals”, and that is 
a good thing. However, variety is the spice of life, and new experiences often lead to changes in what we do, causing new 
rituals to develop. I encourage all of you to try something different this summer! Something totally unplanned.... There 
are so many options that you have not even considered. There is an endless array of places to visit just in southern Ontar-
io alone. Throw in northern Ontario, and your choices are staggering. Have you ever birded Moosonee? Or MacGregor 
Point Provincial Park? How about Pinery Provincial Park? Ever heard of Ouimet Canyon? Eau Claire Gorge? Even close 
to home I bet many of you have not visited some of our wonderful spots. Have you ever been to Woodland Cemetery 
on an fall morning to witness ongoing bird migration? Have you ever gone to the Ruthven Park bird banding station? 
Have you ever been on a butterfly or dragonfly hike? Have you ever walked out to Dundas Peak to see the view? Have 
you ever attempted to see some of the less common waterfalls along the Escarpment in Hamilton? Have you ever hiked 
the Lafarge Trail? Or the Dofasco Trail? The Brantford-Hamilton Rail Trail? Ever thought of canoeing the Grand River? 
Cootes Paradise? I have not yet decided what “different thing” I am going to do this year. I guess after this preaching I had 
better come up with something. Let me know if some of you took this challenge. Perhaps you may want to write about it?
Many of you will notice that the front cover is different in this issue. Some of you may be upset that I have changed the 
traditional look of the Wood Duck (I would be). However, I am not permanently changing the look of the Wood Duck. I 
have decided that perhaps the Wood Duck needs a “third jersey” as it were, to occasionally change the look of the front 
cover – for variety. For the next several months, the plan is to have different local Wood Duck photos from various 
photographers printed on the cover, and have you – the readers – decide which photo is the best. I have already seen 
excellent Wood Duck photos from several local photographers, and it will be difficult to decide the best one. Nonethe-
less, this “best photo” will then become our alternate Wood Duck image on the front cover, replacing the “drake and hen 
and branches” from time to time.  This month, I have a photo by Dan Cornell from Cootes Paradise on 21 April 2013. 

Member Profile – Brian Wylie
by Nancy Wylie
Brian Wylie loves nature.

That became quickly evident to me, and even more so as I watched 
him carefully pack his camera, binoculars and spotting scope for 
our honeymoon. I vividly recall the night we sat sipping wine 
by candlelight on the beach in Tobago and the thrill I felt as tiny 
Leatherback Turtles clawed up out of the sand and raced to the 
awaiting ocean. That love of nature is contagious. Our sons Dan 
and Kevin have already had enough experiences to fill a book.  
Road trips across Canada and the United States, to see whales in 
Nova Scotia, salamanders in Virginia, snakes in Illinois, bison in 
the prairies and birds in Florida.  

Brian’s love of nature began early in life. He was born at St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Hamilton on 9 March 1956 and he grew up in 
west Dundas, spending his early years in youthful activities along 
Spencer Creek and the Niagara Escarpment. A family move to 
a larger home off York Road introduced him to the rich and 
varied wildlife around Cootes Paradise where he spent countless 
hours walking with his dog. Joining a local fly-tying group called 
the “Feather and Hook Club” was also a turning point in his 
life. Under the tutelage of Charlie Sproule, the group started to 
participate in conservation workshops across Ontario run by the 

Ministry of Natural 
Resources and the 
Ontario Federation 
of Anglers and 
Hunters.  The group 
undertook loca l 
projects including 
glass recycling, 
Wood Duck box 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
and maintenance, t ree  planting, and much more.  

One of his great pleasures is hiking with his children through 
swaths of mature trees at Christie’s and Valens Conservation 
Areas, which he reminds us, he planted as tiny saplings. This work 
was instrumental in Brian being chosen as one of 32 participants 
across Ontario for the Junior Conservationist Award Program 
at the age of 16. Tours of conservation projects and municipal 
facilities along with university lectures were followed by the 
group being assigned a summer project.  Pickering was under 
consideration for a new airport and their group undertook the 
Dufferin Creek Watershed Study with his part being trees and 

Brian Wylie and Patches - 13 October 2008.
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birds.  He is proud of this work and we still have a copy of the 
published several hundred page report.

Brian fondly recalls the warm sunny day when, after lugging his 
Tasco Star Scope to West Pond, a birder approached him and asked 
“ Did you see the Cinnamon Teal?”  That man was Jim Dowall.  Jim 
graciously took him on a HNC hike and then to monthly meetings 
where he met the birders who would help develop his passion. 
From then on, virtually all his spare time was spent birding with 
Bill Smith, Alf Epp and Alan Wormington.  His first “road trip” 
occurred when he was attending Sir Sanford Fleming College.  
He and Alan drove 27 hours straight to Big Bend, Texas, where 
they open air camped and birded along the stunning mountains 
and desert along the Rio Grande.  Later that year, the Polar Bear 
Express took them to Moosonee and the James Bay coastline.

Fort McMurray, Alberta was home for nine years during which 
time he explored the vast wilderness and travelled around the west.  
Memories include: a bone-chilling winter weekend 100km north of 
the highway where his bird list for the weekend was 2 – Common 
Raven and Willow Ptarmigan, or standing knee deep in muskeg 
watching a Connecticut Warbler build its nest or Mountain Bluebirds 
flying over the Athabasca River as it broke up in late spring.

Marriage and children spurred the move back to Ontario in 
1986.  Brian immediately became involved with the HNC and 
was on the committee that brought the first Peregrine Falcons 
back to Hamilton.  He was also the volunteer coordinator and 
remembers pushing a baby buggy around Mohawk College as 
they monitored the baby falcons being “hacked” on the rooftop.

We moved to Melbourne, Australia in 1989 for a year that we 
would both agree was the best of our lives. Brian took and 
sometimes dragged me, on trips to remote places: across the vast 
wilderness of Tasmania, the arid desolation of the desert and the 
lush tropical jungle in the far north. Wombats, Koalas, Devils, 
fantastic birds, and the indescribable beauty of the Great Barrier 
Reef.  What an experience!

Brian continued his education at Mohawk College where he 
took Industrial Instrumentation Engineering and then became 
an electrician. His passion for the outdoors and for bringing 
that love to current and future generations has filled his non-
working hours.  He has been a scout leader for 14 years, served 
on the HNC Board as Field Events Director, Vice President and 
President. Currently, he is the Junior Naturalists Coordinator. He 
was involved in the “Nature in Your Neighbourhood” project, 
was a contributor to the local mammal and herpetofaunal atlas 
projects, was a local contributor to the Ontario Breeding Bird 
Atlas, wrote an article on Wood Duck conservation in the Birds of 
Hamilton and he shares his love of nature through volunteering; 
leading hikes, giving talks, and mentoring children. Brian is a 
very active HNC member, always participating on the Christmas 
and fall bird counts, and he has given a few talks over the years at 
the General Meetings and at the Bird Study Group (see page 210).  

He is well known in our neighbourhood and it is not unusual for 
the phone to ring on wet spring nights with parents and children 
asking if he will take them to look for salamanders.

Brian loves to volunteer and his message to all: Volunteer, you’ll love it!

Tree Survey at Crerar Forest
by Jeff Gibb

Never has there been as much snow in my boots as there 
was when my team and I conducted a tree survey of Crerar 

Forest last February. Never have I been as chilled to the bone as I 
was measuring trees in -23°C weather. But never have I felt that 
my school work carried as much meaning and importance as 
when I was recording the geo-position of the trees in one the few 
remaining urban woodlands in Hamilton.

As Environmental Technician students of Mohawk College, 
we were given the opportunity to find a “client” and perform a 
practical, applied project for them free of charge. While many 
of our classmates used their connections from co-op or former 
employers, my team and I agreed that we wanted our project to 
be in an area of conservation. We began contacting local service 
clubs, and eventually our names found their way to the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club. Through the HNC, we were introduced to 
Herman van Barneveld, one of the champions of the Crerar Forest 
which, as of late, has been subject to devastation by development 
(see Wood Duck Volume 66, page 196 and Volume 67, page 
141). By explaining the benefits this forest provides, not just to 
the local and migratory fauna, but also to the education of local 

younger students, Herman easily convinced us that this was the 
project that we were looking for. Hence Herman, the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club, and Guido de Brès Christian High School, 
where Herman teaches, all became the clients for our technical 
report.

Estimating the forest lot to be about an acre, we developed a plan 
to gather the data that would be required to write the report. 
Hand-held GPS units recorded the position, species, health, 
circumference, presence of nests, whether the tree was large or 
a sapling, and any other additional features.  Due to the timing 
of our classes at Mohawk, we began the field work during some 
of the coldest days of February. Our hands froze. The batteries 
in our GPS units froze. Yet we persisted. Some members of our 
team became ill, but the rest carried on. “How many trees are in 
this forest?”, we began to wonder. Consulting the GPS units, we 
found an area of 4.1 acres was covered by our tree count. This 
was later compared to Google Earth, which confirmed the larger 
calculation. So the field work took four times longer than we had 
originally estimated.

But all that extra time was worth it. We had a chance to talk with a 
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neighbour of the forest, and he explained how much he 
enjoyed having access to the natural woodland from his 
back door. We observed a nuthatch whipping through 
the trees. We breathed fresh air and grew as individuals 
and as a group. We had shelter from the blasting wind in 
the safety of the trees; except at the southern-most point 
of our survey area, for that is where the devastation of 
clear cutting was readily apparent. 

With our data compiled, we began our analysis. A 
total of 1542 trees were inventoried and mapped using 
ArcMap computer software. There were 20 different 
species identified and a portion of the trees were found 
to be dead. The greatest number of dead trees appeared 
in the areas with greatest human disturbance, such as 
construction and building of new houses and along 
the line where the removal of the other trees in the 
remainder of the forest occurred. The largest number of 
a single species found in the Crerar Forest was the Hop-
hornbeam tree. Most of the large bird nests were located 
towards the road, and interior of the forest. There were 
no nests present close to the construction zone; this was likely due 
to the high level of disturbance in that area. It was also disturbing, 
for it means that most of the nesting area had already been cut 
down. We hope the data we provided can be used to help protect 

what forest is left. Currently our school year is nearing completion. 
But drawing attention to the need to protect our urban forests is a 
project that is ongoing. 
Mohawk College Environmental Technician Program students: Jeff Gibb, 
Paul Springett, Emma Judd, Jessica Dean.

Participants of Crerar Forest study. Left to right. Paul Springett, Jessica Dean, Emma Judd, 
and Jeff Gibb.

Will Wonders Never Cease? The Success of Falconwatch & the Hamilton Sheraton Nest Site
by Erica Lagios - Hamilton Falconwatch Senior Monitor

Now in its 20th year, you can be sure that Hamilton Falconwatch 
has seen many successes. In two decades, there have been six 

different adult pairings at the Sheraton Hotel nest site, involving a 
total of three females (“Mom”, “Toledo”, and “Madame X”) and four 
males (“Percy”, “Mozart”, “Newbie”, and “Surge”). Together, these 
adults have raised and fledged an impressive 56 young falcons! Our 
current female, Madame X, was hatched in 1999 in Pennsylvania, 
making her 15 years old this season. She arrived in Hamilton in 2001 
and has been the reigning matriarch ever since, hatching and fledging 
40 young (71% of all young to have fledged from the Sheraton 
Hotel!). Surge is our resident male and was hatched in Etobicoke in 
2002, making him 12 years old. He arrived on the scene in 2006 and 
together with Madame X, they have hatched and raised 25 young, 
nearly half of all young falcons to have fledged from our nest site. 

While we have to give most of the credit to the birds, the fate of 
many of the young falcons would not have been so promising had 
the Falconwatch monitors, coordinators, and volunteers not been 
at hand. Over the past 19 years, 21 chicks have needed rescuing, 
either because they were found to be ill, had an injury, or came 
too low to the ground to take off again. Twelve of the 19 years 
Falconwatch has taken place, have seen a rescue, with anywhere 
from one to three different chicks being rescued in a season, and 
a few of those chicks were rescued twice in the same season!

With eggs in the nest yet again, we know that Falconwatch 2014 
will be another exciting season. But WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Please consider joining our dedicated 
team of volunteers, by lending a keen 
eye to watch over the young falcons 
while they take their first flights. 
For about five weeks over June and 
July, we perform our dawn to dusk 
“Falcon watch”. Volunteers work 
two or four hour shifts and it takes 
about a dozen people a day to make 
a successful watch. All you need is a 
love for the birds and a desire to help.

If you are unable to volunteer your time, 
please consider making a donation to 
Falconwatch. Each year we hire one or two talented young scientists 
who coordinate our volunteers, oversee rescues, liaise with building 
managers, and perform outreach in the community. We also bring 
you live views of the birds through our “falconcam”, and strive to 
upgrade camera and computer equipment to give you the best view.

To learn more about becoming a part of the Falconwatch team 
contact Erica Lagios at 647-393-7468 or erica.lagios@gmail.
com. To make a donation to Falconwatch visit: http://falcons.
hamiltonnature.org/.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!!
(see photo on page 206)

Erica Lagios and friend, 7 April     
2014 - photo Erica Lagios.
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R e p o r t  o n  t h e  M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  o f  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 4

The Nature Counts 2 Project - Hamilton Natural Areas Inventory 
by Louise Unitt

The Nature Counts 2 project, a biological inventory of the 
natural areas within the City of Hamilton, was completed 

earlier this year. The HNC’s February 10 general meeting was 
therefore, an ideal time to hear all about it from project coordinator 
Nicholas Schwetz. Nicholas has been working on Hamilton’s 
Natural Areas Inventory (NAI) project since the summer of 
2010. Initially hired as an Ecological Lands Classification (ELC) 
Technician, he was promoted to ELC crew leader in the summer 
of 2012, and to project coordinator in January 2013.

The City of Hamilton is one of Canada’s most biologically diverse 
areas. It is situated at the extreme northern and southern ranges 
of many flora and fauna, including many species that are distinct 
to the Carolinian Life Zone. The landscape is an amalgam of 
physiographic features, a combination that has contributed to 
the variety of complex ecosystems and habitats. Hamilton is 
recognized locally, provincially and internationally as a hotspot 
for rare communities and species. 

Hamilton’s natural areas have been scientifically inventoried and 
assessed for over 30 years. In 1976, a review of existing information on 
natural areas in Hamilton-Wentworth was summarized by a company 
called Ecologistics Limited, and recommendations for designating 
environmentally significant areas were made to the Region.

Between 1990 and 1993, an inventory was carried out in 
Hamilton-Wentworth under the supervision of the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club. The project, which served as a basis for the 
Region’s designation of ESAs in its official plan, identified rare and 
uncommon species within the 92 natural areas that were studied. 
The history, geology, biology and hydrology of these areas were 
also studied. The NAI generated maps identifying locations of 
significant species and vegetation communities. 

Species checklist documents, GIS database and site summaries 
that were generated by the inventory were updated during the 
2001-2003 Nature Counts project. (Along with evaluations and 
recommendations, a site summary contains ELC descriptions, 
a complete inventory of flora, and an inventory of selected 
fauna.) Both the 1990-93 and 2001-2003 projects were directed 
by the City of Hamilton, the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club and the 
Hamilton Conservation Authority. 

The three partners joined forces 
again for the 2014 Natural 
Areas Inventory, the city’s third 
biological inventory. The project 
was undertaken in order to obtain 
current information on plant 
and wildlife species, vegetation 
communities and site boundaries—
in short, to develop a comprehensive, 
up-to-date inventory of Hamilton’s 
significant natural areas. The 
team compiled lists of the birds, 
butterflies, odonates, amphibians 
and plants within Hamilton, as well 
as the habitats they occupy. Site 
selection was influenced by factors such as development pressures 
or an absence of data in a significant natural area. The inventory 
was able to fill in many of these gaps. To help them identify areas 
requiring special attention, the researchers were particularly alert 
to changes that had occurred since previous inventories. 

Between 2010 and 2013, ecologists, field naturalists and botanists 
inventoried 53 natural areas. As with earlier inventories, the 
project drew on the expertise of local naturalists, including 
consulting ecologist Anthony Goodban and the HNC’s own 
Bob Curry, expert birder and all-round naturalist. The rest of 
the staff consisted of project coordinator Nicholas, three ELC 
technicians and a GIS coordinator. Volunteers and professional 
consultants contributed their efforts, and the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation provided generous financial support. The lengthy 
list of supporters included Conservation Halton, the Hamilton-
Wentworth Stewardship Council, Natural Resources Canada, 
The Salamander Foundation, Great Lakes Sustainability Fund, 
Hamilton Conservation Foundation, Hamilton Community 
Foundation and Environment Canada’s Habitat Stewardship 
Program for Species at Risk Fund.

Ecological Lands Classification refers to a protocol that is used 
to categorize vegetation communities. The ELC team surveyed 
the Niagara Escarpment in 2012 and identified the plants that 
make up cliff, talus and forest habitats. The crew listed every 
plant species and its location within 24 natural areas. In total, 
20 significant vegetation types were catalogued. Among the sites 
surveyed were the north and south shores of Cootes Paradise, 
Borer’s Falls Conservation Area and the Dundas Valley. All ELC 
mapping was done digitally and included maps of water and 
earth science features.

Of 1,144 plant and animal species recorded, 923 (80%) were 
native, and 221 (20%) were introduced species. There were 21 
new species and 150 significant species (flora and fauna listed as 

Nicholas Schwetz, Natural Areas 
Inventory Coordinator, Woodend 

Office of the HCA, 21 February 2014 
photo Chris Hamilton

ELC 2013 Crew (Graham, Jessica, David, Nicholas), Overlooking the 
Escarpment near Chedoke Staircase, August 2013 - photo Lesley McDonell.
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species at risk, either federally or provincially).

Botanical surveys conducted within 18 natural areas turned up 
one new species—the Pawpaw, a small population of which was 
discovered in Hamilton. First Nations people were responsible for 
the tree’s spread across southern Ontario, where it is distributed 
in scattered pockets. Pawpaw thrives in the moist soil of a mature 
forest; however, changes to the landscape have created drier 
conditions that have caused its numbers to dwindle. Access to 
one Pawpaw located on RBG property has been restricted and is 
granted only for ecological studies. 

Of the 65 invasive species identified, all but two (Gypsy Moth 
and Emerald Ash Borer) were plants. Benefiting from a high 
rate of seed production, invasive species can produce anywhere 
from tens to thousands of seeds per plant and establish easily. 
As generalists, they can survive in a variety of ecosystems. 
Living outside of their range, they have few natural enemies 
and tend to remain disease-free. Able to aggressively out-
compete native species and sometimes long-lived, invasive 
species reduce biodiversity and may alter the composition of 
an ecosystem.

A total of 61 significant species of birds, butterflies and odonates 
was recorded. Of 138 breeding bird species reported, 30 were 
significant species. One of these, the Sandhill Crane, was also 
the only new bird species discovered. The Flamborough sighting 
of a pair and chick provided the first evidence that the species 
is breeding locally. Of 76 butterfly and moth species recorded, 
fourteen significant species were recorded, along with three new 
species—American Snout (found along the Beach Strip), Cherry 
Gall Azure and Grapevine Epimenis moth.

There were 33 observations of Monarch butterflies in 2011, 91 in 
2012, and just 7 in 2013. Milkweed species (mostly Common and 
Swamp) were abundant in 4 communities and occasional in 109 
communities within 55 natural areas. 

Of 91 odonate species recorded, 17 were significant species. The 
team was essentially “playing catch-up,” as odonates had not 
been studied in previous NAIs. Because members of this group 
are regarded as indicator species, that is, species whose presence, 
absence, or well-being is indicative of the overall health of an 
ecosystem, their inclusion in the NAI is especially valuable. 

Amphibians can be found across Hamilton, most notably in 

Flamborough and Stoney Creek. In an example of citizen science, 
a frog and toad monitoring program was carried out in 2012 
and 2013, modelled on Bird Studies Canada’s Marsh Monitoring 
Program. Participants conducted roadside assessments in the 
spring, spending three minutes listening for amphibian calls at 
each station and identifying species within in each natural area. 
The 2012 amphibian survey counted a total of eight species of 
frog and toad (American Toad, Bullfrog, Grey Treefrog, Spring 
Peeper, Chorus, Green, Wood and Northern Leopard Frog), for a 
total of more than 516 toads and frogs. The 2013 survey counted 
319 individuals. Because of budgetary restrictions, snakes and 
lizards were not studied, and only incidental information on 
mammals was collected. 

Data from NAI 2014 has enabled researchers to update species 
checklists for reptiles and amphibians, breeding birds, mammals 
and butterflies, and to generate the first odonate checklist. The 
data was also used to update the site summary document, which 
contains recommendations for specific natural areas. 

Vegetation communities, rare species locations, rare habitats, and 
ESAs and SAR (Species at Risk) locations throughout Hamilton 
were mapped using GIS technology. The project has already 
proven useful for trail mapping in the Dundas Valley, for invasive 
species tracking, and for watercourse mapping for GIS programs. 
NAI 2014 has also contributed data to the Hamilton-Halton 
Watershed Stewardship Program. 

Our natural areas are increasingly subject to climate change, 
invasive species and human pressures. Action is necessary so 
that biodiversity, connectivity and ecological functions can be 
maintained. Information collected by the NAI will help protect 
Hamilton’s natural areas by providing guidance on land use 
planning and conservation strategies. The inventory’s data and 
recommendations on natural areas management and habitat 
enhancement have been shared with the agencies that are 
responsible for protecting and enhancing natural features—
Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC), Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources (OMNR), Ontario Nature, Conservation 
Halton, Royal Botanical Gardens and the City of Hamilton. 

Educational materials are being distributed to students and 
academic researchers, and will be made available to NGOs, 
developers and universities. The project has produced a 
biodiversity hotspot booklet titled “What’s Alive in Hamilton, A 
Guide to the Green Spaces of the City of Hamilton and Area,” in 
addition to the wildlife checklists mentioned earlier. Nicholas 
made copies of these publications available for meeting attendees 
to take home. He was eager to distribute them as a means of 
boosting public awareness of Hamilton’s natural areas while 
encouraging area residents to enjoy our local environment. He 
ended the evening by playing us a 13-minute video about the 
NAI project. It can be viewed on the HNC website at http://www.
conservationhamilton.ca/natural-areas-inventory/.

In the video, Bob Curry stressed the importance of monitoring 
the status of our birds, especially neotropical migrants that are 
threatened by deforestation on their wintering grounds and also 

ELC member Maegen Wardell next to an American Sycamore, Dundas 
Valley, September 2011 - photo Nicholas Schwetz.
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by deforestation, urban sprawl in eastern North America. Bob 
went on to say that inventories such as the NAI alert us to any 
negative trends so that we can address declines through habitat 
preservation and other management methods. 

Nicholas’s presentation was very informative in outlining the 
work that went into the 2014 Natural Areas Inventory, and of 
explaining the benefits that will be derived from the project. Now, 
let’s all heed his advice to head outdoors and enjoy Hamilton’s 
rich natural heritage!

Yellow-spotted Salamander, Dundas Valley, April 2013 - photo Nicholas Schwetz.

Sandhill Crane, breeding in Flamborough, June 2013. First 
breeding record for Hamilton-Wentworth - photo Bob Curry.

And Now For Some Good News !

Good News for the Blue Whale
by Bill Lamond

There is good news from Chile recently in regards to the 
creation of a Marine Protected Area (MPA) on Chile’s 

southern coast with the unusual name of the Tic-Toc MPA. 
The government of Chile approved the formation of this MPA 
in late February of this year and it becomes the largest in the 
country at 90,000 ha. This is a huge boost to conservation 
efforts for the Blue Whale and a few species of dolphin.

Located off the southern coast of Chile, the new MPA is an important 
feeding and nursing ground for the Blue Whale, the world’s largest 
mammal. In addition to Blue Whales, unique species of dolphins 
such as the Chilean Dolphin and Peale’s Dolphin, as well as two 
endangered species of otter, are found in this ecosystem, one of the 
most biodiverse areas of the Chilean coast. 

This conservation initiative was originally promoted by the 
Melimoyu Foundation, and was moved forward by the efforts of 
WWF-Chile, the Blue Whale Centre, and the Austral University 
of Chile. WWF-Chile worked in the area for almost a decade 
carrying out research on key marine species, and has a number of 
ongoing projects including Blue Whale satellite tracking, dolphin 
habitat monitoring, the promotion of better salmon farming 
practices, and the encouragement  of sustainable ecotourism.

“This marine park is a gift and a great inheritance for our 
children,” said Dr. Francisco Viddi, Marine Conservation 
Program coordinator at WWF Chile. This designation will 
protect the waters against threats such as overfishing and 
aquaculture activities, problems which are also of great concern 
off of the west coast of British Columbia. “Tic-Toc will finally 
be protected; its rich waters, innumerable species and fragile 
ecosystem will be conserved and the Blue Whales will continue 
to have a home here every summer,” said Dr Viddi. 

Along with Tic-Toc, the government also approved the 
designation of an MPA further south in Aysén. Both of these 
new MPAs will help to consolidate important conservation 
efforts along the Chilean coast.  “This is the beginning of a path 
to achieve conservation of at least 10% of Chilean seascapes. Still 
there is much left to do, but we are convinced that the declaration 
of these new protected areas will be a significant contribution 
and will be managed seriously and efficiently,” said Dr Viddi.

Although this is great news, more still needs to be done. “Chile 
urgently needs a network of marine protected areas along the 
coast and the Tic-Toc Marine Park and the Aysén protected 
area opens the door, and we hope that they serve as a model 
to be replicated in the rest of the country,” said Carlos Cuevas, 
Founder and Director of the Melimoyu Foundation.

Indeed, let’s hope that the actions of the Chilean Government 
provide an inspiration for other countries with coastal marine 
ecosystems to protect, such as Canada. 
This article was reworked from an online article from WWF International on 
27 February, 2014. 
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H N C  H i k e  R e p o r t

Winter Hawks and Owls Hike
by Ken Williams

Forty hardy individuals in 19 cars braved -9oC temperatures, 
a slight cloud cover, and moderate west winds during our 

annual hike, which took place on February 8 this year. The 
scouting that Angie and I had done paid off in a big way this year.  
The day’s trip total was a record low of only two hawk species, but 17 
owls of six species was a record high for any of our previous trips for 
owls.

We first found a Snowy Owl that Nancy Smith had spotted on her 
way to meet us at Tim Hortons. It was still there at 5th Road East, 
and as we watched and photographed it, a dark morph Rough-
legged Hawk obligingly flew by. As it flew close to the air space of 
a dark hawk that I was trying to scope at quite a distance, Peter 
Scholtens saw that one fly. It was most certainly the dark morph 
Red-tailed Hawk that had been spotted closer to 10th Road East.

 
We had a brief meeting 
concerning the careful viewing 
and photography of roosting 
owls, so as to not flush or 
stress them, thus making 
them vulnerable to other birds 
of prey. Soon after this, we 
found five Long-eared Owls. 
These were easily viewed from 
40 plus feet away and they 
were not flushed as 40 people 
watched, albeit, rather quietly. 
We went on to see a Northern 
Saw-whet Owl that was very 

well hidden. I was impressed at 
how the group held to the rules 

and stayed the respectful distance away. Only our scope was used in 
observing the owl from the one spot that provided a proper viewing 
angle. Some creative photographers got good shots of the owl by 
lying in the snow by my scope. The rest of us got only a diagnostic 
breast view, ruling out Boreal Owl by the warm, rufous stripes.

A second Snowy Owl was 
seen on a light  at the QEW 
and Fifty Road.

We headed back to 11th and 
10th Roads East looking 
for Northern Harrier and 
Northern Shrike, but struck 
out. However, we found 
that the Short-eared Owls 
were already out hunting 
an hour before dusk. We 
stopped and watched this 
spectacular display and our 
final count of them was six. 
More than one photographer got a picture of one carrying a 
mouse that it had just caught!

As it was too early to get Eastern Screech-Owl and Great Horned 
Owl, we headed to “Hortons” to get refreshed. On the way, we 
found a third Snowy Owl at Mud Street and 6th Road East, across 
from the Stoney Creek Airport, and saw eight Wild Turkeys 
roosting in a tree behind a barn near Tapleytown.

 After dark, we had a nice experience with an Eastern Screech-Owl, 
which swooped right over our heads, and then we heard a Great 
Horned Owl hooting from deep in the woods on Alway Road.

Thanks to all who attended. Even with the low overall species list, 
the owls gave us a spectacular day, and some who came along, 
added more than one life-list owl, always a good day. Thanks 
to Bruce Mackenzie and the Hamilton Conservation Authority 
for a free pass to Fifty Point C.A. and for the educational talk 
on ethical owl watching and photography. Keep in mind that 
the Ontario Field Ornithologists’ guidelines for reporting owl 
sightings states that they should be viewed from a minimum 
distance of 60 feet (20 metres) or more away. 

Long-eared Owl at Fifty Point C.A., 8 
February 2014 - photo Jeff Lalonde.

Participants on the Hawks and Owls field trip, viewing a Long-eared Owl 
at Fifty Point C.A., 8 February 2014 - photo Caleb Scholtens.

Northern Saw-whet Owl tucked in a spruce 
at Fifty Point C.A., 8 February 2014 - photo 

Rob Porter. 

Short-eared Owl, 10th Road East, 8 
February 2014 - photo Rob Porter.

Snowy Owl at Mud St. & 5th Road East, 8 
February 2014 - photo Dave Trumbell.
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Noteworthy Bird Records – December 2013 - February 2014
by Rob Dobos
Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2013 to December 31: 286.  Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2014 to 
February 28: 118.  Underlined species or dates require documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee.  Capitalized species require 
documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee.  For species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed.  For all other species, only 
highlights are listed.  Note that the species order follows the most recent American Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements.

Observers: Andrew Bailey (ABa), Gerten Basom (GBs), Tony Batenburg (TBa), Michael Beuth (MBe), Dan Birkenbergs (DBi), Bill Broderick (BBr), 
Fran Bullock (FB), Wayne Bullock (WB), Mike Cadman (MCa), Jerry Chapple (JCh), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Helen Colvin 
(HCo), Simon Conz (SCz), Barry Coombs (BCo), Frederick Correa Sr. (FCo), Mark Cranford (MCr), Robert Curry (RC), Jeni Darling (JDa), Sandy 
Darling (SD), Hank Dejong (HDe), Bruce DiLabio (BDL), Rob Dobos (RD), Andrew Don (AD), Dave R. Don (DD), Lauren Dukas (LDu), Chris 
Earley (CEy), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Sue Edwards (SE), Brian Enter (BEn), Luc Fazio (LF), Lorraine Feenstra (LFe), 
Joe Fell (JFe), David Flook (DF), Lev Frid (LFr), Brett Fried (BF), John Hannah (JHa), Bill Harris (BHa), Erika Hentsch (EHe), Jim Heslop (JH), Fran 
Hicks (FHi), Brandon Holden (BH), George Holland (GH), Kyle Holloway (KHo), Ellen Horak (EHo), Jackson Hudecki (JHu), Mourad Jabra (MJa), 
Beth Jefferson (BJe), Mark Jennings (MJ), Mark Kubisz (MKu), Gordo Laidlaw (GLw), Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington 
(GL), Sheri Lewis (SLe), Joyce Litster (JLi), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Stu Mackenzie (SM), Len Manning (LMa), Reuven Martin (RMa), Sheldon 
McGregor (SMG), Barb McKean (BMK), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Brent Michaluk (BMi), Anthony Miller (AMi), Jason Miller (JMi), Matt Mills 
(MM), Dave Milsom (DMi), Dave Moore (DMo), Ryk Naves (RNv), Josh Nieuwenhuis (JNi), Ben Oldfield (BO), Terry Osborne (TO), Diane Peter 
(DPt), Otto Peter (OP), Richard Poort (RPo), Rob Porter (RPr), Craig Potter (CPo), Bill Read (BR), Joanne Redwood (JRe), Judy Robins (JRo), Greg 
Salter (GSa), Elaine Serena (ES), Glenda Slessor (GS), Bill Smith (BS), Nancy Smith (NS), Paul Smith (PS), Chris Street (CS), Rick Stronks (RSk), 
Bruce Taylor (BTa), Neil Taylor (NT), Suzanne Taylor (STa), Lisa Teskey (LTe), Peter Thoem (PT), Tom Thomas (TT), Nick Torenvliet (NTo), Declan 
Troy (DTr), Rohan van Twest (RvT), Mike Veltri (MV), John Vieira (JVi), Phil Waggett (PWg), Jay Warburton (JWr), Jim Watt (JWa), Angie Williams 
(AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Brian Winchester (BWi), Ross Wood (RWo), Brian Wylie (BW), many observers (m.obs.).

Legend:
* -first occurrence for the year
F -first occurrence for the
 migration
L -last occurrence for the
 migration
HSA -Hamilton Study Area
SM –singing male
terr. –territorial bird

Plumages, etc.:
m. -male
f. -female
ad. -adult
ba. -basic
alt. -alternate
imm. -immature
juv. -juvenile
1st  yr. –first year

County/Region/City:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

Snow Goose#: One white morph over Rebecca St E of Great Lakes Blvd 
[HL] Dec 1 (RD,CE,DD); one blue morph at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail [HM] 
Feb 16 * (RPo); one blue morph ad. at Oneida 2nd Line E of Hwy 6 [HD] Feb 
21 (RD,CE); two blue morph at Dingle Park, Oakville [HL] Feb 28 (RSk). 
Ross’s Goose#: One at Lakeside Park, Mississauga [PL] Dec 8 F (MCr; 
m.obs.), and later at Sixteen Mile Creek mouth, Oakville [HL] Dec 14 (SMG).
Cackling Goose#: One off Grays Rd [HM] Dec 24 (BH); two off Merritt 
Rd, Lincoln [NG] Jan 13 * (LMa).
Trumpeter Swan: A total of 187 counted at Hamilton Harbour [HM] 
Dec 26 (m.obs.).
Tundra Swan: Three at NE Shore of Harbour [HM] Dec 1 (RD,CE,DD), 
and two there Dec 23 (CE); four at LaSalle Marina Dec 26 (RD,CE,MM).  

Common Shelduck: One at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville [HD] Feb 23 (DMi 

et al.) was likely an escapee.
Wood Duck: Two at Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HM] Dec 23 (BCo,BMi), 
and one m. there Dec 27-Feb 14 (RD; m.obs.); one m. at Windermere 
Basin [HM] Dec 29-Jan 26 (PWg; RC,GS); four at 11th Conc E of Centre 
Rd [HM] Feb 1 F (HCo).
American Wigeon: Four at McMillan Pit, Puslinch [WL] Dec 6 (DD); 30 
at Lakeside Park, Mississauga Dec 8 (RD); one m. + one f. at Desjardins 
Canal, Dundas Jan 6-Feb 28 (JLi; m.obs.), and one additional m. there Jan 
15-17 (LMa,JRe); two m. + one f. at Bronte Harbour [HL] Feb 22 (MJ).  
Northern Shoveler: 192 at Hamilton Harbour Dec 26 (SM). 
Northern Pintail: Two m. off LaSalle Marina Dec 8 (RD); four at Red 
Hill Creek at Eastport Dr [HM] Jan 16 (BW); four at Green Mt Rd & 10th 
Rd E [HM] and one m. at Taquanyah C.A. [HD] Feb 21 F (RD,CE); one 
at LaSalle Marina Feb 25 (BR).
Green-winged Teal: 12 at Hamilton Harbour Dec 26 (SM). 
Canvasback: 30 off Woodland Cemetery [HM] Dec 18 (LMa); 55 off 
LaSalle Marina Dec 18 (LMa,LTe,TT); one m. at Desjardins Canal, 
Dundas Jan 17-Feb 19 (JRe; m.obs.); one m. at Bronte Harbour Feb 22 
(MJ), and two f. there Feb 23 (GE,SE).
Redhead: Two m. at Desjardins Canal, Dundas Jan 17-Feb 19 (JRe; 
m.obs.); three m. at Oneida 2nd Line E of Hwy 6 and one m. at Taquanyah 
C.A. Feb 21 F (RD,CE).
Ring-necked Duck: Four at McMillan Pit, Puslinch Dec 1 (MCa et al.); 
41 off LaSalle Marina Dec 8 (RD); two m. at Desjardins Canal, Dundas 
Feb 12-19 (MM; m.obs.).

                                         (continued on page 207)

Red-throated Loon, 23 January 2014, Burlington Ship Canal - photo 
Michael Veltri. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES - All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge and time. 
The HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating in any of these activities. 
Please assess your own ability to participate. Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. You are advised to check the HNC 
website (www.hamiltonnature.org) before setting out, to ensure that the hike has not been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are 
discouraged as they startle wildlife, damage nests, and interfere with the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing 
your pet and for other questions. We also publicize Royal Botanical Gardens hikes and events.  Most RBG programs require pre-
registration one week prior. There is a charge for these activities except for the Sunday Get Back To Nature Walks. For information on 
RBG hikes: Liz Rabishaw, Public Program Bookings, RBG, 905-527-1158 (1-800-694-4769) ext. 270. programs@rbg.ca  www.rbg.ca

Sundays, 2 to 3:30 p.m. until the end of May; 10 to 11 a.m. June 1 to August 31. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walks. Free (donations 
welcome). No pre-registration required. Every 1.5 to 2 hour walk is a different adventure.  1st Sunday of every month: Hendrie Valley; 
meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking lot. 2nd: Princess Point; meet at the parking lot. 3rd: Cootes North Shore; meet at the Nature Centre. 
4th: Cootes South Shore; meet at the Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. 5th: Rock Chapel; meet at the parking lot.

3 May (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. HNC - All things Arboreal. Join Arborist Kyle McLoughlin for a hike discussing all things 
arboreal. Have you ever wondered about why a tree drops its leaves, or how a tree knows when to ‘wake up’ in the springtime? This 
outing will focus on the ecology of Carolinian trees and review tips for their identification. Mild to moderate difficulty. Take York Road to 
Valley Road in Dundas. Turn left on Valley Road. Borer’s Falls has pay parking. Info can be found here: http://www.waterfalls.hamilton.ca

3 May (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. RBG - Spring Wildflower Walk, North Shore (meet at York Road parking lot), $10. Pre-registration 
required. Join RBG’s Dr. Jim Pringle, walk geared for intermediate hiking level.

3 May (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. - noon. RBG Outdoors Club, ages 12 to 15, every other Saturday February 8 to June 7. At the Nature 
Centre. Winter/Spring fee: $235 (RBG Members 10% off). Explore the ecosystems that make the RBG a biodiversity hot spot.

4 May (Sunday) 9:00 a.m.  HNC - Short Hills Sanctuary Spring Work Party. Come enjoy the old growth forest and spring wild 
flowers of our Short Hills Nature Sanctuary. Meet at Battlefield Square Plaza (Value Village) on Queenston Rd. at 9:00 a.m. to 
carpool. This is our annual spring clean-up and work party. Bring a lunch. Moderate to heavy activity. Garlic Mustard pulling, 
garbage and trail cleanup. Contact Warren Beacham at 905-627-3343 for more details.

7 May, (Wednesday) 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. HNC - Nature in the City. Join Don McLean as he leads an urban nature hike along Stoney 
Creek and Battlefield Creek ravines. We’ll be looking for birds of the area (possibly Green Heron), amphibians, reptiles and wild 
flowers of the season. Meet at 6:30 p.m. in front of Fortinos in the parking lot at the Fiesta Mall (Queenston Road, close to Donn 
Ave.). This hike can be accessed by bus route “STONEY CREEK 55”. Leader: Don McLean 905-664-8796 or don.mclean@cogeco.ca

10 May (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. RBG - Spring Wildflower Walk, Hendrie Valley (meet at Cherry Hill gate), $10. Pre-registration 
required. Join RBG’s Dr. Jim Pringle, walk geared for intermediate hiking level.

10 May (Saturday) 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. World Migratory Bird Day at Crieff Hills. Join certified bander Brian Pomfret at Crieff Hills to 
see migrants up close and personal. Crieff Hills consists of 250 acres of forest, pasture and cultivation in the Galt Moraine. Guided walks 
through deciduous forest and on the bluebird trails will be offered. Take Hwy #6 north to Concession #1 Puslinch. Turn left and go to #7098.

10 May (Saturday) 7:00 to 9 p.m. RBG - Magnolias by Moonlight (Moonlight Series). Fee $40. Pre-registration required. Follow a lantern-
strung path out to RBG’s Magnolia collection in the Arboretum with Head of Horticulture Carlo Balistrieri. Live music, cocktails or Magnolia tea.

11 May (Sunday) 7:00 a.m. RBG - Spring Bird Walk, North Shore (meet at the Nature Centre) $10. Pre-registration required. Join 
RBG’s Dr. Jim Pringle, walk geared to intermediate hiking level.

12 May (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Monthly Meeting. David Galbraith of the Royal Botanical Gardens will speak to us about 
Biodiversity (see write-up on page 213). Royal Botanical Gardens, Plains Road West, Burlington.

14 May (Wednesday) 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. HNC - Birds, Bugs and Butterflies at the Amaolo Nature Sanctuary. Join Jen Baker, HNC’s Land Trust 
Co-ordinator for a tour of this HNC property. Hwy 403 to Hwy 52/Copetown exit. Go north on 52 to Powerline Rd. West.  Powerline Rd. to Weir Rd. 
Go south (left) on Weir Rd., up the hill and straight into driveway at top of hill. Jen Baker at 905-524-3339 or land@hamiltonnature.org for more info.

17 May (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. - noon. RBG Outdoors Club, ages 12 to 15, every other Saturday February 8 to June 7. At the Nature 
Centre. Winter/Spring fee: $235 (RBG Members 10% off). Explore the ecosystems that make the RBG a biodiversity hot spot.

18 May (Sunday)  1:30 - 4:30 p.m. HNC - Looking for Spring Wildflowers with Dean Gugler & Fleur-Ange Lamothe. Meet Fleur-
Ange and Dean in the parking circle at the RBG Arboretum for a walk on the Capt. Cootes Trail. Spring flowers should be enjoying the sun and 
we can check out the water for birds too. (Dean has been walking this trail for 48 years as of this spring.) Contact Dean at 519-647-2371. 

20 May (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise, RBG Nature Centre, $30. Pre-registration required. Explore Cootes Paradise 
while learning about restoration efforts.

21 May (Wednesday) 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. HNC - Bike Hike with Sheldon McGregor.  See HNC website or contact Sheldon 905-
304-8282 or sheldonbirder@hotmail.com for info.



The Wood Duck - May, 2014 Page 205

22 May (Thursday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Introduction to Entomology – Spring Session, RBG Nature Centre, $125 includes 4 dates, please 
call for information. Pre-registration required. Classroom and field study with RBG’s Sabrina Hall.

24 May (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. to noon. Junior Naturalists Club, ages 7 to 12, 4th Saturday of the month, to May 2014 at RBG 
Nature Centre. Learning experiences to generate a life-long respect and love of the natural world. Parents must be either  HNC 
or RBG Members. Fee: $80/child, $70/siblings. RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum Old Guelph Road.

24 May (Saturday) 2:00 p.m. RBG - Nature Photography for Kids, RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location, $30. Pre-registration 
required. Classroom and outdoor activities, Kyle Horner instructing.

25 May (Sunday) 1:00 p.m. HNC - Early Season Dragonfly & Butterfly Hike. Hopefully there will be several species on the wing 
to examine along the Grand River in Brantford. Meet at the Dairy Queen parking lot. Exit 403 at Hwy 24 N/King George Road. 
At ramp lights, turn left onto Fairview Drive, then proceed through next lights (King George Road). Parking lot is immediately on 
your right. See HNC website or contact hike leader Bill Lamond 519-756-9546 or bill-lamond@hotmail.com for info.

28 May (Wednesday) 6:00 – 8:30. HNC - Bluebirding with Dan Welsh. Join hike leader Dan Welsh as he takes us on a 1-2 hour 
birding walk at Cedarbrook Farm with an emphasis on Eastern Bluebirds. Contact Dan at bluebird6@sympatico.ca or 905-659-
4957. Meet at #812 Concession 8 West, between Brock Road and Hwy 6 on the south side of the road.

31 May (Saturday) 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. RBG - Wild Herbal Medicine, at RBG Centre. $65. Pre-registration required. Tour Helen M. 
Kippax Garden with Elizabeth Boyd as she points out specific plants and their healing properties.

D A T E S  T O  R E M E M B E R  -  S u m m e r  2 0 1 4

3 June (Tuesday) 6 p.m. RBG -Paddling in Paradise, RBG Nature Centre, $30. Pre-registration required. Explore Cootes Paradise 
while learning about restoration efforts.

4 June (Wednesday) 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. HNC - Hike the Lafarge Trail. See website or contact leader Paul Smith at 905-659-
1482 or am.pd.smith@sympatico. ca for info. Meet at the end of Middletown Road at the intersection of Regional Road #97 
(previously Hwy 97), west of Hwy 6 North.

7 June (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. HNC - Flora & Fauna of the Beverly Swamp. See HNC website or contact leader Paul 
Smith at am.pd.smith@sympatico.ca or 905-659-1482 for info.

13 June (Friday) 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. RBG - Moonlit Roses (Moonlight Series) at Hendrie Park.  Fee $40. Pre-registration required. 
Tour the Centennial Rose Garden by the light of the moon, with expert guest Toni Carson. Sip a signature moonlight cocktail or 
rose tea.  Hors d’ oeuvres, music, additional cocktails and wine available for purchase.

14 June (Saturday), 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. RBG - Introduction to Canoeing. RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. $60. Pre-
registration required. ORCA-certified instructors teach safety, techniques, and more.

17 June (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise, RBG Nature Centre. $30. Pre-registration required. Explore Cootes 
Paradise while learning about restoration efforts.

22 June (Sunday) 2 to 4 p.m. RBG - Kids and Art, at RBG Centre. $30. Pre-registration required. Your child will be introduced to the fabulous 
Earth Art installation, be surrounded with natural material, then guided to make their own earth art to be displayed in the Imagination Grove.

25 June (Wednesday) 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. HNC - Falconwatch Open House. Come and watch as the young Peregrine Falcons take their first 
flights from their nest off of the Sheraton Hotel in downtown Hamilton. Erica Lagios will discuss the falcons that have been nesting here, 
monitored, and protected by the HNC team for the last several years. info@falcons.hamiltonnature.org or Erica Lagios at erica.lagios@gmail.com

27 June (Friday) 9:15 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. Moth Outing at Hyde Tract. Join Bill Lamond for a night-outing to look for these “creatures of 
the night”. Black lights and mercury vapour lights will be used to attract many species of moths and other insects. Meet at Hyde Tract 
parking lot on south side of Safari Road between Valens and Kirkwall Roads. Contact Bill at 519-756-9546 or bill-lamond@hotmail.com.

28 June (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. HNC - Dragonfly & Damselfly ID Hike. See website or contact leader Brenda Van 
Ryswyk at brendavanryswyk@gmail.com or 519-568-3073, work 905-336-1158 for info. Meet at Shade Mills Conservation Area 
which is in Cambridge. Go North on Hwy #8 to Franklin Blvd./Regional Rd. 36. Go right on Franklin Blvd. and go 3.2 km. to Avenue 
Rd. Turn right on Avenue Rd., entrance is in 750 m. 

5 July (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. HNC - Annual Hamilton Odonate Count. Bring lots of enthusiasm, a lunch, lots of water, shoes that 
you don’t mind getting wet and any of the following that you may own: net, field guides, hand lens, envelopes for the hard to 
ID, digital camera. Contact dragonfly and damselfly expert Brenda Van Ryswyk, brendavanryswyk@gmail.com or 519-568-3073. 
work is 905-336-1158 ext 282. Meet at the corner of Kirkwall Road and Concession 8 West in the church parking lot at Kirkwall.

6 July (Sunday) 9:00 a.m. HNC - Annual Hamilton Butterfly Count. Please note that this is not a typical hike. It is a census, and as 
such, there will be little time available for ID information. By no means do you need to be an expert, but some experience is needed. 
If unsure, please call count compiler Bill Lamond, bill-lamond@hotmail.com or 519-756-9546. Meeting location same as for 5 July 
outing above.

8 July (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise, RBG Nature Centre. $30. Pre-registration required. Explore Cootes Paradise 
while learning about restoration efforts.
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9 July (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. –  9:00 p.m. HNC - Hike Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve. See website or contact hike leader Bruce Mackenzie 
at 905-643-4526  for info. The Preserve is located on the east side of Puslinch 7th Concession. Take Hwy 6 North from Hamilton to Gore Rd., 
about 3 km north of Freelton. Turn left (west) onto Gore Rd. and follow for about 5 km, and then turn north (right) on Concession 7. Meet Bruce 
at 6:30 at the entrance which is on the right, soon after you turn. Please call Bruce at 905-643-4526 to let him know you will be attending.

10 July (Thursday) 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. RBG - Dragonflies and Damselflies; Biology and Identification and Migration at RBG 
Centre. $100. Pre-registration required. David d’Entremont outlines biology, ID, what is known and what is not.

12 July (Saturday) 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. RBG - Cootes Paradise by Moonlight (Moonlight Series) at RBG Nature Centre. $65. Pre-
registration required. BBQ, then experience canoeing in Cootes Paradise by moonlight.

22 July (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise, RBG Nature Centre, $30. Pre-registration required. Explore Cootes 
Paradise while learning about restoration efforts.

6 August (Wednesday) 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Exploring Cartwright Sanctuary. See HNC website or contact leader Warren 
Beacham at 905-627-3343 for info. Meet at the bottom of Wesley Avenue.

8 August (Friday) 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. RBG - Cootes Paradise by Moonlight (Moonlight Series) at RBG Nature Centre. $65. Pre-
registration required. BBQ, then experience canoeing in Cootes Paradise by moonlight.

9 August (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. Visit & Hike at Crieff Hills Centre. We will be joining geologist Bob Geddes who will facilitate 
hikes along the trails in Crieff Hills where we can observe flora and fauna and wonderful views of the local geology. Brown bag 
or picnic lunch is recommended if you stay past noon. Take Hwy 6 north to Concession #1 Puslinch. Turn left and go to #7098 
Concession 1. See website or contact Crieff Hills 1-800-884-1525 for more info.

10 August (Sunday) 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. RBG - An Enchanted Evening at RBG Nature Centre. $12 (Family rate $30). Pre-registration 
required. Fairy stories and folklore around the campfire, and a candle-lit walk.

13 August (Wednesday) 6:00 p.m. Summer Evening Walk Along Beach Trail at Confederation Park.  Meet Angie and Gord McNulty 
at Lakeland Centre (The Lakeview) in Confederation Park north of Hutch’s Restaurant. Directions: Exit the QEW Niagara at Centennial 
Parkway. Turn left at the lights. Turn left at the stop sign on to Van Wagners Road and you’ll see the Lakeland Centre on your right 
in about one kilometre. See HNC website or contact leaders Gord and Angie McNulty at 905-525-9927 or gmcnulty21@gmail.com.

16 August (Saturday) 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. RBG - Earth Art and Geo Quest. $12 (Family rate $30). Pre-registration required. Using 
our GPS units, have an RBG adventure through the Earth Art installations. A high-tech treasure hunt (suitable for children 5 and older).

16 August (Saturday) 8:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. Night Out Under the Stars with the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers. Bring a blanket 
or lawn chair and come to the Binbrook Conservation Area to enjoy viewing the Perseid Meteors and other celestial objects. 
Binbrook Conservation Area is at 5050 Harrison Rd., Binbrook. For details see HNC website or contact Mario Carr 905-333-1365 or 
mariocarr@cogeco.ca or Jim Walmsley at 905-627-4323. HAA website is www.amateurastronomy.org.

Surge and Madam X (right), Sheraton Hotel nest site, with one egg on 5 April 2014 - photo from remote 
camera. See article on page 198. Readers are reminded that there is another pair of nesting falcons in 
the area at the Burlington Ship Canal Lift Bridge. This year will be their 11th consecutive nesting year.
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(Noteworthy Birds - continued from page 203)
King Eider#: One f. off Millen Rd [HM] Dec 1-Feb 24 (RD,CE,DD; 
m.obs.), and two f. there Jan 5 (RD et al.); one f. off Fruitland Rd [HM] 
Dec 3 (BDL); one f. at Port Credit [PL] Dec 8-29 (MCr; m.obs.); birds 
at Burlington Ship Canal [HM/HL]: 1f. –Dec 27-Jan 26 (DTr; m.obs.), 
2f. –Jan 1 (LMa et al.), 1 1st yr. m. –Jan 12-14 (BO; KM), 2f. –Jan 15-19 
(LMa,JRe,MV; m.obs.), 2f. –Feb 22 (RMa); one 1st yr. m. off Green Rd 
Jan 5 (RD et al.) and two f. there Jan 16 (BW); one f. + one 1st yr. m. at 
Bronte Harbour Feb 15-28 (DF; m.obs., and two f. there Feb 17 (BCh).

Eider species#: One f. past Grays Rd Dec 3 (KM).
COMMON EIDER#: One 1st yr. f. borealis off Fifty Point C.A. [HM/
NG] Dec 4*-23 (KM; m.obs.) is potentially the first documented record 
of this northern subspecies for Ontario.
Harlequin Duck#: One m. + two f. off Grays Rd Dec 14 (GH); one m. 
+ one f. at Gairloch Gardens, Oakville [HL] Jan 14*-19 (JWa; m.obs.).

Surf Scoter: 380 off Stoney Creek Lakeshore [HM] Jan 5 (BC et al.).  

White-winged Scoter: 18400 off Stoney Creek Lakeshore Jan 5 (BC et 
al.); three at Grand River, Caledonia to York [HD] Feb 21 (RD,CE).
Black Scoter: Eight m. off Grays Rd Dec 3 (KM); 11 off Stoney Creek 
Lakeshore Jan 5 (BC et al.); six off L.P. Sayers Park [HM] Feb 22 

(BCo,DMi); one m. at Bronte Harbour Feb 22 (GE,SE).
Long-tailed Duck: 34280 off Stoney Creek Lakeshore Jan 5 (BF et al.).
Common x Barrow’s Goldeneye hybrid#: One m. off Grays Rd Dec 
27 (BCh).
Hooded Merganser: 48 at Desjardins Canal, Dundas Dec 8 (RD), and 
29 there Jan 22 (MM); 83 counted in Hamilton area Dec 26 (m.obs.).
Ruddy Duck:  60 off LaSalle Marina Dec 19 (LMa,LTe,TT); 60 off 
Spencer Smith Park [HL] Dec 23 (JRe).  
Ring-necked Pheasant#: Two at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail [HM] Feb 24 (JRe).
Ruffed Grouse#: One at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 [HM] Dec 18-Feb 26 (PS).
Wild Turkey: Up to 22 at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Dec 5-Feb 28 (PS); 
a total of 89 counted throughout the Hamilton area Dec 26 (m.obs.); 31 
at 1st Rd E & Green Mt Rd [HM] Jan 12 (RPr); 10 at York Rd, Dundas 
[HM] Jan 23 (RD); 40 at Sawmill Rd W of Shaver Rd [BR] Feb 13 (GBs); 
15 at Oneida 4th Line E of Hwy 6 [HD] Feb 21 (RD,CE); 40 at Fifty Rd 
below the Escarpment [HM] Feb 24 (JRe).
Red-throated Loon#: One off Fifty Point C.A. Dec 12 (LMa); one off Hamilton 
Lakeshore Dec 26 (BS,NT); one at Burlington Ship Canal Jan 23 (MV).  
Common Loon: One at McMillan Pit, Puslinch Dec 2-7 (JNi; m.obs.); 
one off Fifty Point C.A. Dec 5 (RD); two off LaSalle Marina Dec 19-23 
(LMa,LTe,TT; BCo,BMi); one off Burlington Ship Canal Jan 1 (RD et al.). 
Horned Grebe: One at McMillan Pit, Puslinch Dec 1-3 (MCa et al.); 
one off LaSalle Marina Dec 19 (LMa,LTe,TT), and four there Dec 23-24 
(JRe); one off Carrington Promenade, Oakville [HL] Jan 5 (JWa); two 
off Burlington Ship Canal and one off Glover Rd, Stoney Creek [HM] 
Jan 5 (RD et al.); one off Gairloch Gardens, Oakville Jan 14 (LMa); one 
off L.P. Sayers Park Feb 22 (LMa,LTe).
Red-necked Grebe: One at Burlington Ship Canal Dec 30 (LFe), and 
one there Jan 26 (ABa); one at Desjardins Canal, Dundas Feb 12-14 
(MM; m.obs.) was later found dead Feb 14 (AD). 
Eared Grebe#: One at McMillan Pit, Puslinch Dec 1-7L (MCa et al.; m.obs.).
Double-crested Cormorant: A total of 49 counted at Hamilton Harbour 
Dec 26 (m.obs.).
Great Blue Heron: A total of 15 counted in Hamilton area Dec 26 (m.obs.).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Four at Red Hill Creek at Eastport Dr 
Dec 1 (RD,CE,DD), and three ad. + seven juv. there Dec 26-Jan 1 (SM; 
m.obs.); one at Bronte Harbour Dec 15 (CE,DD); four at Ottawa St Boat 
Slip [HM] Jan 5 (RC,GS). 
Turkey Vulture: Nine SE of St. George [BR] Dec 15 (BR); one at Hwy 
401 & Trafalgar Rd [HL] Dec 27 (OP,DPt); 11 at Orkney [HM] Jan 12 
(RD,CE,DD), and 18 there Jan 18 (CS); one at Mud St & Hysert Ave 
[NG] Jan 13 (RPo,LMa,LTe); two at Copetown [HM] Jan 14 (JLi).
Bald Eagle: One at McMillan Pit, Puslinch Dec 2 (CE); one ad. at 
Confederation Park [HM] Dec 2 (JMi); one ad. at Bronte Rd S of Britannia 
Rd [HL] Dec 21-22 (JWr); a total of 11 counted in the Hamilton area Dec 
26 (m.obs.); birds on Hamilton Harbour ice: 6 –Dec 29 (PWg), 18 –Jan 5 
(RC,GS), 9 –Jan 17 (RD), 3 –Feb 17 (MM,BR,SCz); one ad. at Glen Morris 
[BR] Jan 1 (EHo); one ad. at Dundas St & Ofield Rd [HM] Feb 6 (SD); one 
ad. + one 4th ba. at Reg. Rd 17 E of Cayuga [HD] Feb 21 (RD,CE).
Northern Harrier: One dark morph m. near York [HD] Dec 7 (SM); 
one over Carlisle [HM] Dec 11 (PS); two past Sedgewick Forest Park 
[HL] Dec 15 (CE,DD); two at Hwy 407 & Dundas St [HL] Dec 15 
(MBe); one f. over Olympic Park, Dundas [HM] Dec 23 (BCo,BMi); 
one f. past Lakeside Park, Mississauga Jan 5 L (JWa).
Northern Goshawk#: A terr. pair at Beverly Swamp Preserve [HM] Feb 
14 * (AMi); one ad. at Stoney Creek Battlefield Park [HM] Feb 26 F (GH).
Red-shouldered Hawk: One near Queenston Rd E of Lake Ave [HM] 
Feb 23 * (RPo).
Red-tailed Hawk: One dark morph at Hwy 6 & Oneida Line 4 [HD] Dec 
2 (MJa); one rufous morph at N Shore of Cootes Paradise [HM] Dec 26 
(BW); one dark morph at Bunge Factory, Hamilton [HM] Dec 26 (SM); 

King Eider, 14 January 2014, Burlington Ship Canal - photo Michael Veltri.

Harlequin Duck, 15 January 2014, Gairloch Gardens - photo Joanne Redwood.

Surf Scoter, 14 January 2014, Burlington Ship Canal - photo Michael Veltri.
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one dark morph at Vinemount area [HM] Jan 21-Feb 28 (LTe,LMa; m.obs.).
Rough-legged Hawk: Two dark morph near Rock Chapel [HM] Jan 19 
(JCh); one dark morph over Herkimer St, Hamilton [HM] Feb 6 (LMa); 
one near Cayuga [HD] and one near Caledonia [HD] Feb 21 (RD,CE).
American Coot: A total of 53 counted in Hamilton area Dec 26 (m.obs.).
Wilson’s Snipe: One at Windermere Basin Jan 19 * (RWo).

Bonaparte’s Gull: Three off Grays Rd Dec 14 (GH); four off 
Confederation Park Dec 26 L (BS,NT).
Thayer’s Gull#: One ad. off Green Rd Dec 21 (BH), and one juv. there 
Dec 24 (BH); one ad. at W End of Harbour [HM] Dec 26 (SM); one ad. 
at Bronte Harbour Feb 22 (MJ). 
Iceland Gull#: One ad. at Bronte Harbour Dec 7 (MJ), and one ad. there 
Feb 22 (MJ); one off Grays Rd Dec 25 (BH); three at W End of Harbour Dec 
26 (SM); one ad. at NE Shore of Harbour Dec 29 (LMa,LTe); one ad. over 
Dundas Jan 12 (RD,CE,DD); one 1st ba. at CCIW Jan 28 (RD); one imm. at 
NE Shore of Harbour Feb 22 (RMa); one 1st ba. off Green Rd Feb 27 (GH).
Lesser Black-backed Gull#: Two ad. + one 1st ba. at W End of Harbour 
Dec 26 (SM); one off Grays Rd Dec 29 (GH); one ad. at Burloak Dr & 
Superior Ct [HL] Feb 22 (RMa).
Glaucous Gull: One 1st ba. off Lewis Rd, Winona [HM] Dec 8 (MKu); one 
1st ba. off CCIW Dec 18 and one 
ad. + one 1st ba. there Dec 23 (RD); 
one off Green Rd Dec 18 (BH) 
and two there Dec 24-29 (BH; 
GH); seven at W End of Harbour 
Dec 26 (SM); birds at NE Shore 
of Harbour: 2 1st. ba. –Dec 29-
Jan 1 (LMa,LTe; m.obs.), 3 –Jan 5 
(RC,GS), 2 –Feb 17 (MM,BR,SCz), 
1imm. –Feb 28 (DMo).
Great Black-backed Gull: Birds 
at NE Shore of Harbour: 70 –Dec 
17-18 (RD), 166 –Dec 28 (DD), 
90 –Jan 9 (RD).
Pomarine Jaeger#: One juv. off 
Burlington Ship Canal (BS,NT) and 
later off Green Rd (BH) Dec 26 L.  
Snowy Owl#: Birds at Tollgate 
Pond [HM]: 3 –Dec 1 (RD,CE,DD), 
1ad. m. –Dec 3 (KM; GH), 1imm. 
–Dec 7-Jan 19 (m.obs.); two at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby [NG] Dec 2 
(TBa); one imm. at Windermere Basin Dec 3-Feb 22 (KM; m.obs.), and 
two there Dec 9 (PT) and Jan 1 (DL,GL); one imm. at CCIW Breakwall 
[HM] Dec 2 and Dec 5 (RD); one at Hwy 407 & Trafalgar Rd [HL] Dec 

4-Jan 13 (NTo; m.obs.); one at York Rd, Dundas Dec 5 (RNv; m.obs.); 
one found dead at Eastport Dr, Burlington [HL] Dec 6 (JRe); one imm. at 
Bronte Harbour Dec 7-Feb 28 (MJ; m.obs.), and one ad. m. there Jan 11-
12 (GE); one at Suncor Pier, Bronte [HL] Dec 7-Feb 22 (MJ; m.obs.) was 
also at Burloak Waterfront Park [HL] Feb 11 (DD); one at Burlington 
Ship Canal Dec 8-Jan 5 (RvT; m.obs.), and two there Dec 31 (RPr); one 

at QEW & Brant St [HL] Dec 31 (MBe); one at Port Credit Dec 9 (JWa); 
one imm. at LaSalle Marina Dec 8-9 (BTa; PT); one at NE Shore of Harbour 
Dec 9-10 (PT; RD); one at Fifty Point C.A. Dec 13-Feb 8 (JFe; m.obs.); one 
at John C. Munro International Airport [HM] Dec 14 (HDe); one at Brant 
St Postal Office [HL] Dec 15 (fide BJe); one at QEW & Third Line [HL] 
Dec 15 (fide MCr); one at Arkendo Park, Oakville [HL] Dec 17 and Jan 5 
(JWa); one at King St, Dundas [HM] Dec 24 (TO; m.obs.); one m. at QEW 
& Casablanca Blvd [NG] Dec 25 (AD) and Jan 21 (STa); one at Bayfront 
Park, Hamilton Dec 26 (SM); one at Burlington St E, Hamilton [HM] Dec 
28 (KWi,AWi); one at 1st Rd E S of Mud St [HM] Dec 30 (LFe); one at 
Burloak Rd & Wyecroft Rd [HL] Jan 1-Feb 22 (MJ; m.obs.); one at Burloak 
Rd & Superior Ct [HL] Jan 4-22 (BJe) and two there Jan 12 (BJe,FHi); one 
on Harbour off Stelco [HM] Jan 5 (RC,GS); one at Escarpment Way, Milton 
[HL] Jan 6-10 (NTo); one imm. at Mud St E of 11th Rd E [HM] Jan 13-
18 (LMa,LTe,RPo; RD,CE); two at Eighth Line N of Britannia Rd [HL] Jan 

23 (FCo); one at Appleby Line S 
of Dundas St [HL] Jan 27-Feb 3 
(BJe; m.obs.); one at Fruitland 
Rd & N Service Rd [HM] Feb 3 
(DL,GL); one at Peters Corners 
[HM] Feb 4 (BEn); one at 
Tapleytown area [HM] Feb 8-21 
(NS; m.obs.); one at N Service Rd 
& Guelph Line [HL] Feb 15-17 
(BL et al.); one at QEW & Hwy 
403 [HL] Feb 15 (BL et al.); one 
m. at Cayuga Motor Speedway 
[HD] Feb 21 (RD,CE); one at 
Britannia Rd W of Thompson Rd 
[HL] Feb 24 (DBi).
Barred Owl#: One at Iroquoia 
Heights C.A. [HM] Dec 31 
(WB,FB).
Great Gray Owl#: One 
photographed at Arkell Rd 
E of Nassagaweya-Puslinch 

Townline [HL] Jan 11 * (fide CEy).
Long-eared Owl#: Two at Bronte Creek Prov. Park [HL] Dec 18 F 
(LMa); one at Aurora Cres, Burlington [HL] Dec 24 (CE); birds at Fifty 
Point C.A.: 2 –Dec 30 (LFr,KHo), 4 –Jan 1 (BC,BF,EHe), 8 –Feb 4 (BCh), 

American Wigeon, 10 January 2014, Desjardins Canal - photo Joanne Redwood.

“Redhead – Greenhead” - 1 February 2014, Desjardins Canal - photo Michelle Sharp.

Canvasbacks & Redhead, LaSalle Marina, 25 December 2013 - photo 
Peter Thoem
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5 –Feb 8 (KWi et al.), 2 + 1dead –Feb 22 (BCo,DMi).
Short-eared Owl#: One at Middletown Rd S of Conc 5 [HM] Dec 13 (fide 
RPo; BC); one at Bronte Marsh [HL] Dec 25 (GE,SE); one at Fifty Point C.A. 
Dec 30-Jan 1 (LFr,KHo; LMa et al.); birds at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail: 6 –Feb 
8 (KWi et al.), 1 –Feb 10 (DD), 3 –Feb 14 (CE), 3 –Feb 16 (RPo).
Northern Saw-whet Owl#: One at Fifty Point C.A. Dec 12-Feb 22 (BCo; 
m.obs.); one calling at Valley Inn [HM] Dec 26 (SM); one at Windermere 
Basin Jan 11 (LMa); one at West Waterdown Escarpment Woods [HM] 
Feb 21 (fide LMa).  
Belted Kingfisher: One at LaSalle Marina Jan 3 (MV); one at Arkendo Park, 
Oakville Jan 5 (JWa); one at Golf Links Park, Ancaster [HM] Feb 5 (RPr).
Red-headed Woodpecker#: One imm. at Olympic Park, Dundas Dec 
4 L (LMa). 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One m. at Olympic Park, Dundas Jan 3*-22 
(JH; LMa,TT; RPr).
Northern Flicker: Ten at Olympic Park, Dundas Dec 4 (LMa).
Merlin: A total of five counted in the Hamilton area Dec 26 (m.obs.); one 
at Bronte Harbour Dec 26 (GE); one at 
Tuck Creek N of Lakeshore Rd [HL] 
Dec 30 (PWg); one at University Plaza, 
Dundas [HM] Jan 19 (RD); one at QEW 
& Hwy 403, Burlington [HL] Jan 21 
(DD); one at Plains Rd & Waterdown 
Rd [HD] Jan 28-Feb 3 (RD); one at 
Herkimer St, Hamilton [HM] Feb 6 
(LMa); one at Aurora Cres, Burlington 
Feb 8 (CE); one at Centennial Parkway 
& Queenston Ave [HM] Feb 8 
(LTe,LMa); one at CCIW Feb 14 (RD); 
one at Spencer Creek Woods, Dundas 
[HM] Feb 19 (JHu,LMa); one at Bronte 
Harbour Feb 22 (GE,SE).
Peregrine Falcon#: The resident pair 
remained at Burlington Lift Bridge 
[HL/HM] Dec 1-Feb 28 (RD; m.obs.); 
one at Grand River at Wilkes Dam, 
Brantford [BR] Dec 3 (BWi); one at 
Bronte Harbour Dec 15 (CE,DD), 
and one there Feb 9 (GE,SE); a terr. 
pair at St. Lawrence Cement Plant, 
Mississauga [PL] Dec 1-Feb 3 (JWa).  
Northern Shrike#: One at 10th Rd E & 
Dofasco Trail Dec 1-Feb 28 (m.obs.); 
one at McMillan Pit, Puslinch Dec 2 
(CE); one at N Shore of Cootes Paradise 
Dec 14-Jan 24 (JHa; m.obs.); one at 
Frances Ave & Green Rd [HM] Dec 21-29 
(BH; PWg); one at Conc 4 & Millgrove Sideroad [HM] Dec 23 (SD); five 
counted throughout the Hamilton area Dec 26 (m.obs.); one at Safari & 
Cooper Rds [HM] Dec 28 (BC); one at 8th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd [HM] Dec 
31 (DL,GL); one at Iroquoia Heights C.A. Jan 2 (WB,FB); one at Olympic 
Park, Dundas Jan 5-Feb 24 (JRe; m.obs.); one at Trafalgar Rd & Glenashton 
Dr [HL] Jan 6-14 (JVi); one ad. at Ainsley Rd E of Lynden Rd [HM] and 
one at Hwy 8 E of Peters Corners [HM] Jan 12 (RD,CE,DD); one at Paddy 
Greene Rd S of Powerline Rd [HM] Jan 18 (RPr); one at Middletown Marsh 
[HM] Feb 1 (BC); one at Rock Chapel Feb 2 (JDa); one at 5th Rd E N of 
Green Mt Rd [HM] Feb 2 (DL,GL).
FISH CROW#: One past Frances Ave & Green Rd Feb 3 * (BH); two 
reported at Dufferin Aggregates Milton Quarry, Sixth Line [HL] Feb 
18-20 (GLw).
Common Raven#: One at McMillan Pit, Puslinch Dec 2 (CE); two at 
Ainsley Rd E of Lynden Rd Jan 12 (RD,CE,DD); one at N Shore of Cootes 

Paradise Jan 12 (JHu); one at Hwy 403 & Garden Ave, Brantford [BR] Jan 
28 (DD); two at Vinemount Quarry [HM] Feb 1-4 (KWi,AWi; BCh).
Horned Lark: Five at Fallsview Rd E of Sydenham Rd [HM] Jan 26 (SD); 
20 at Duxbury Rd, Hagersville [HD] Jan 31 (PT); 45 S of Hagersville 
[HD] Feb 21 (RD,CE).
Tufted Titmouse#: Two at Kelson Ave, Grimsby [NG] Dec 11 (LMa); 
two at Haller Heights Park, Caledonia [HD] Dec 21 (GSa); one at 
Dundurn Castle [HM] Dec 26 (SM); two at Ruthven Park, Cayuga [HD] 
Feb 16-21 (KWi,AWi; RD,CE).  
Carolina Wren: 38 counted throughout the Hamilton area Dec 26 (m.obs.).
Marsh Wren#: One at Mineral Springs & Slote Rd Wetland [HM] Dec 
29 (RD; DD,CE). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at SE Oakville Sewage Treatment Plant 
[HL] Dec 4 L (CE).  
Eastern Bluebird: 42 counted throughout the Hamilton area Dec 26 
(m.obs.); seven at Berry Tract Dec 28 (RD); five at Mineral Springs 
[HM] Jan 10 (BM); four at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Feb 18 (BMK); 

three at Thirty Rd & Mud St [NG] Feb 
20 (SLe); five at Oneida 2nd Line E of 
Hwy 6 Feb 21 (RD,CE).
Hermit Thrush: One at West 
Waterdown Escarpment Woods Dec 
19-21 (PS; DD); one at King Rd at 
Escarpment [HL] Dec 26-30 (LMa et 
al.); one at Linwood Cres, Burlington 
[HL] Jan 3-20 (ES).
American Robin: 300 at Mineral 
Springs Rd W of Binkley Rd [HM] Dec 
29 (RD; CE,DD); 61 over Brantford 
[BR] Jan 5 (BL); 70 at University Plaza, 
Dundas Feb 17 (MM).
Gray Catbird: One at McMillan 
Pit, Puslinch Dec 3 (CPo); one at 
Witherspoon St, Dundas [HM] mid-
Jan-Feb 3 (LDu).
Lapland Longspur#: Three at 
Duxbury Rd, Hagersville Jan 31 (PT); 
two at Westbrook Rd S of Binbrook 
[HM] Feb 9 (LMa,LTe).
Snow Bunting: Nine over Dunning Ct, 
Dundas [HM] (MM) and 13 at Tollgate 
Pond (JRe) Dec 23; 150 at Singer Rd & 
Conc 2, York [HD] Dec 24 (JRo); 150 
at Sydenham & Harvest Rds [HM] Dec 
26 (SD); 50 at Paddy Greene Rd S of 

Powerline Rd Dec 27-Jan 18 (RPr); 30 
at Fiddlers Green Rd S of Carluke Rd 

[HM] Dec 27 (GBs); 150 at Fallsview Rd W of Sydenham Rd Jan 21 (SD); 
200 at Duxbury Rd, Hagersville Jan 29-31 (PT); one at Edinburgh Ave, 
Hamilton [HM] Feb 5 (KWi); 300 at Sydenham Rd S of Dundas St [HM] 
Feb 8 (RD,CE,DD); 200 at Westbrook Rd S of Binbrook Feb 9 (LMa,LTe); 
24 at Windermere Basin Feb 9 (BCo); 250 at Cheapside Rd S of Conc 11 
[HD] Feb 21 (RD,CE).
Orange-crowned Warbler: One at Sedgewick Forest Park Dec 1-8 
(m.obs.); two at Confederation Park Dec 24 L (JMi).
Nashville Warbler: One at Sedgewick Forest Park Dec 1-8L (m.obs.).
Pine Warbler: One m. at Sedgewick Forest Park Dec 1-15L (m.obs.).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Up to 10 at Sedgewick Forest Park Dec 1-15 
(RD,CE,DD; m.obs.); eight at SE Oakville Sewage Treatment Plant Dec 
4 (CE); three at Olympic Park, Dundas Dec 4-Jan 12 (LMa; m.obs.); 
up to six at Snug Harbour Park, Port Credit [PL] Dec 8-Feb 26 (MCr; 

White-crowned Sparrow (top), Woodward Ave at Red Hill Creek, 12 
February 2014 - photo Barry Cherriere. White-throated Sparrow, Royal 
Botanical Gardens, 25 December 2013 - photo Brandon Holden.
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m.obs.); two at Lakeside Park, Mississauga Dec 9 (JWa); one at Mineral 
Springs & Slote Rd Wetland Dec 29 (RD).  
Eastern Towhee: One m. at Binkley Rd N of Governors Rd [HM] Jan 
9*-Feb 2 (BHa).
Chipping Sparrow: Two at Sawmill Rd W of Shaver Rd [BR] Dec 26 (GBa). 
Fox Sparrow: One at Olympic Park, Dundas Jan 3-Feb 15 (JH; m.obs.).
White-throated Sparrow: 30 at Valley Inn Dec 26 (SM).
White-crowned Sparrow: One imm. at Strathcona Neighbourhood, 
Hamilton [HM] Dec 17 (BCo); 3ad. + 1imm. at Haller Heights Park, 
Caledonia Dec 21 (GSa); one imm. at Verhoeven Rd, Burlington [HL] Dec 
24 (DD); one at Burlington Ship Canal Jan 5 (RC,GS); six at 10th Rd E S of 
Ridge Rd [HM] Jan 18 (RD,CE); six at Windermere Basin Feb 9 (BCo); two 
at Woodward Ave at Red Hill Creek [HM] Feb 12 (BCh). 
Red-winged Blackbird: Two at Olympic Park, Dundas Dec 4 (LMa), and 
one m. there Jan 3-Feb 15 (JH; m.obs.); one m. + two f. at 10th Rd E & 
Dofasco Trail Feb 14 (CE).
Eastern Meadowlark: Two at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail Dec 1 (JLy), and 
one there Jan 17 (DL,GL).
Yellow-headed Blackbird#: One m. at Merritt Rd N of QEW Jan 12 * (BBr).
Rusty Blackbird: One at Sumach Dr, Aldershot [HL] Dec 24 (CS).
Common Grackle: Two at Olympic Park, Dundas Dec 4 (LMa); one at 
Valley Inn Dec 26 (RD,CE).
Brown-headed Cowbird: 17 at Burlington Beachstrip [HL] Dec 2 (RD); 

birds at Hamilton Beachstrip: 7 –Dec 23 (CE), 9 –Jan 5 (RD et al.), 12 –Jan 
19 (LMa,JRe); three m. at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville Feb 21 F (RD,CE).
Purple Finch: One f. at Sumach Dr, Aldershot Dec 24 (CS); one m. + one f. 
at Sunrise Cres, Dundas Dec 27 (RD); one f. at Sawmill Rd W of Shaver Rd 
Dec 31 (GBs); one m. + one f. at Berry Tract Feb 3 (RPr).

The following additional species were more commonly reported/
encountered in the HSA during January - February 2014:  Canada 
Goose, Mute Swan, Trumpeter Swan, Gadwall, American Black Duck, 
Mallard, Northern Shoveler, Green-winged Teal, Greater Scaup, Lesser 
Scaup, Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, Common Merganser, Red-
breasted Merganser, Ruddy Duck, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue 
Heron, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk, American Coot, Ring-
billed Gull, Herring Gull, Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Eastern Screech-
Owl, Great Horned Owl, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, 
Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, American 
Kestrel, Blue Jay, American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, Red-
breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Carolina 
Wren, Winter Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Northern Mockingbird, 
European Starling, Cedar Waxwing, American Tree Sparrow, Song 
Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, 
Northern Cardinal, House Finch, American Goldfinch, House Sparrow.

Please send your bird records for March-May 2014 by Jun 10 to:  Rob 
Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H 3S1; ph: 905-628-0297; 
e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca
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Ross Thompson Trophy Presentation & Dry Tortugas with Brian Wylie
by Michael Rowlands

The Ross Thompson Trophy has been 
presented intermittently since 1939 to the 

HNC birder under the age of 18 who has seen the 
highest number of bird species in the previous 
year. Originally, the birds could be seen anywhere 
in Ontario, but in recent years the territory has 
been limited to the Hamilton Study Area (a circle 
of radius 25 miles [40 km] with Dundurn Castle 
as its centre). Contestants are only allowed to win 
the competition twice. The 2013 winner, Caleb 
Scholtens, recorded 232 species, a considerable 
improvement on the 171 species he saw in 
2008, when he won the competition for the first 
time. In his acceptance speech, he credited the 
improvement to lots of help from other HNC 
members, in particular Rick Ludkin, who 
operates the banding station at Ruthven, and the 
availability of timely sightings reports on social 
media. Congratulations, Caleb!

Arlene McCaw introduced our guest speaker, 
former HNC President Brian Wylie. In his early days as an HNC 
member, Brian was introduced by Jim Dowall to Bill Smith 
and Alan Wormington, who became his birding mentors (see 
Member Profile on page 196). Brian is also keen on reptiles, 

amphibians, and butterflies, and has shared his passion for nature 
with the younger generation as both a Scoutmaster and a Junior 
Naturalists’ Club leader. His presentation was all about his family 
trip in May 2013 to southern Florida, which culminated in a day-

Arlene McCaw presenting the Ross Thompson  Trophy to 2013 winner Caleb Scholtens. 
Note guest speaker Brian Wylie in the background to the right. 17 March 2014, 
Burlington - photo Michael Rowlands.
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long excursion to the Dry Tortugas, isolated and uninhabited 
islands 70 miles [112 km] to the west of Key West in the Gulf of 
Mexico.

A good part of Brian’s presentation was spent describing the sights 
and scenes in southern Florida en route to the Dry Tortugas, 
including many of the plants, animals, and insects he saw, but 
this summary will concentrate mostly on the birds. The first few 
days were spent around Miami, where several exotic species were 
seen, such as: Nanday, Monk, and White-winged Parakeets; Spot-
breasted Orioles; and Common Mynas. In Key Biscayne Park, he 
witnessed a fallout of a hundred warblers including Blackpolls 
and Palm and Connecticut Warblers.

Passing through Homestead into the Everglades National Park, he 
added Anhinga, Green and Tricoloured Herons, Black-whiskered 
Vireo, Snail Kite, Black Vulture, Forster’s Tern, Snowy Egret, Wood 
Stork, Roseate Spoonbill, White Ibis, Purple Gallinule, and Painted 
Bunting to his vacation list. Some specialties were La Sagra’s 
Flycatcher, Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow, and Short-tailed Hawk. 
From the infamous Snake Bight Trail, renowned for its voracious 
mosquitoes, he saw some of the wild Greater Flamingoes – the only 
ones in Florida – although most are escapees.

In Flamingo, there were no shorebirds at high tide, but he did see 
Brown-headed and Shiny Cowbirds. With a storm approaching, 
there were Common Nighthawks, Whip-poor-wills, and Chuck-
will’s-widows to be seen and heard. Barred Owls were observed 
catching snakes. At this point, Brian and his son had an encounter 
with a Burmese Python that was on the road, which they tried 
unsuccessfully to immobilize. This invasive species is considered a 
pest by the National Park Service and any found are removed and 
euthanized whenever possible. Brian’s got away after he had harassed 
it for a while, but he did report 
its position to the park staff.

Finally entering the Florida 
Keys by the north bridge 
(the quieter route), Brian’s 
group was able to do some 
sightseeing and birding in 
many of the upper keys using 
a comfortable-looking rental 
cottage in Key Largo as their 
home base. Birds seen included “Golden” Warbler, Bronzed Cowbird, 
Mangrove Cuckoo, Gray Kingbird, White-crowned Pigeon, Thick-

billed Vireo, Least Tern, Royal Tern, Roseate Tern, Brown Pelican, 
and an Antillean Nighthawk near the airport in Marathon.

Brian researched the various ways to get to the Dry Tortugas from 
Key West – by half-day or full-day seaplane charter (very expensive), 
by boat charter on various types of multi-day excursions (also 
expensive), or by park ferry for a day-long excursion (the most 
reasonable – which is what they used). It was about a 2.5-hour boat 
ride each way, with breakfast and lunch included, and a 4.5-hour 
stop at the islands. En route they saw several types of sea turtles, 
dolphins, porpoises, and flying fish. Only in one deep stretch of 
water, did Brian see any shearwaters.

The Dry Tortugas were originally named Las Tortugas by Spanish 
explorer Ponce de Leon in 1513 for the many sea-turtles (tortugas) 
he found there; the name was later amended to Dry Tortugas 
because of the lack of fresh water there. One of the main attractions 
these days on this group of seven small islands is Fort Jefferson, an 
abandoned fort that once served as a prison during the Civil War. 
A guided tour of the 
fort was part of the day-
long tour but visitors 
were free to swim on 
the many white sand 
beaches, snorkel on the 
reef, picnic, or explore 
on their own. It was an 
extremely hot, dry day 
when Brian and his 
party were there, and 
not very comfortable for birding, but they did manage to see many 
of the birds that either live there permanently or stop there on their 
migration north from South and Central America.

There were two types of booby in evidence: a permanent population 
of about 40 Masked Boobies and also some Brown Boobies. Terns 
live there in abundance. Each year there are nesting colonies of 
around 80,000 Sooty Terns and 4500 Brown Noddies, with the 
occasional Black Noddy in the mix. There are also many Bridled 
Terns. Shorebirds included Whimbrel, Willett, yellowlegs, and Ruddy 
Turnstone. Brian also had some close-up pictures of beautiful Scarlet 
Tanagers. The last birds we saw in the presentation were Magnificent 
Frigatebirds – there are about 100 pairs there and the Dry Tortugas 
are the only frigatebird nesting colony in the United States.

From Brian’s excellent photographs, we could tell that the Dry 
Tortugas certainly are a beautiful paradise for sea creatures and 
birds alike, but they seem rather inhospitable for long visits by 
humans. Nevertheless, seeing his photos of a memorable day trip 
there (and to the other parts of southern Florida) was a pleasant 
way for us Hamilton area birders to spend another cold late 
winter’s evening and look forward to warmer days.

Tricolored Heron, Everglades, 5 May 2013 - photo Brian Wylie.

Diamond-backed Terrapin, Key Largo, 
10 May 2013 - photo Brian Wylie.

 Fort Jefferson, Dry Tortugas, 8 May 2013 - 
photo Brian Wylie.

“A reminder to all members that our membership year runs from September 1st through 
August 31st each year. For those of you who have provided us with your email address, 
please watch for your Membership Renewal Notice in your email in July/August. Or 
you may prefer to add a reminder notice to your own calendar so you are notified that 
way when renewals are due.  If we can save the cost of mailing out reminders, which 
is now very expensive with the latest Canada Post increases, then we can put that 
money towards our critical conservation purposes. Your cooperation with this move to 
electronic reminders would be greatly appreciated by your Board.”
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Some March Birds in the Hamilton Study Area

These are some photos taken by HNC members in March this year. Have you ever seen such a collection of 
photos suitable for black & white photography? Certainly more suitable for this than the birds on page 215! Upper 
left: Black Vulture over Dundas, 21 March - photo Rob Porter; upper right: Ross’s Goose with two Snow Geese and 
Canada Geese on 25 March at Rock Chapel Golf Course - photo Chris Dunn; middle: Tundra Swans on Grand River, 
Brantford, 21 March - photo Bill Lamond. Can you identify five species of waterfowl in this photo?; right: Immature 
Bald Eagle over La Salle Marina on 28 March - photo John Lytwyn; lower left: Ross’s Goose, Rock Chapel Golf 
Course, 26 March 2014 - photo Barry Cherriere; lower right: Four Cackling Geese (right) with Canada Geese and 
Greater Scaup on Lake Ontario off of Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby, 21 March - photo Kevin McLaughlin. 
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***** IMPORTANT CHANGE *****
Members’ Outing to the Short Hills 

Nature Sanctuary
The outing to Short Hills Nature Sanctuary has 
been changed. The bus rental aspect of the trip 
has been cancelled and everyone will have to 
meet at the sanctuary. Thus there will be no cost 
for the event. However, we would still like you 
to preregister for the event as guides have to be 
arranged.
The HNC acquired the Short Hills Nature 
Sanctuary in 1967.  It is located on the Niagara 
Peninsula and contains a rare example of old 
growth Carolinian forest known as the “Valley of 
the Big Trees” which includes huge Tulip Trees, 
oaks and American Beech. It provides habitat for 
several species “at risk” including the Cucumber-
Tree, Broad Beech Fern, Hooded Warbler, 
Cerulean Warbler and Southern Flying Squirrel.
We invite HNC members to join us on Saturday, 
June 7 for a special guided field day to visit the 
sanctuary when the forest is alive with birds and 

wildflowers among enormous Tulip Trees!

 To register, please contact Jen Baker at 905-524-3339 or 
land@hamiltonnature.org. 

 

HELP FIGHT 
NATURE DEFICIT 

DISORDER! 
 

Volunteer for the Earth 
Day Eco-Festival  

May 21, 22 & 23, 2014 
http://earthdayhamilton.ca/ 

 
 

Nature lovers, Hikers, Walkers and Ecologists –GROUP LEADERS ARE NEEDED! 
 

Are you interested in passing your love of the outdoors down to a new generation?  
For the 18th year our Eco-Festival is offering guided nature walks for grade 4, 5, and 6 classes 
that attend our event. These hikes are the highlight of the day for students attending 
our Eco-festival which consists of scheduled sessions of workshops, exhibits and our guided 

nature hikes. 
 

Details: Volunteer group leaders will do a series of 3 
walks in a day, which are about 60 minutes each 
(depending on the trail). For each walk you will guide a 
class of 20 students accompanied by their teacher, an Eco-
festival volunteer, and several parent chaperones, which 
will help with crowd control. Along your trail you can point 
out wildlife, geographic formations, or whatever interests 
you. Each leader will receive a mini-guide and map. It is a 
rewarding day when you see the excitement in the children 
when they experience the natural world.  
 
Expectations: You will go on 1 or 2 Orientation walks. The terrain is easy and trails in 
Hendrie Valley are well maintained. You will be given suggestions for remarks you can make 
along the route and a map.  If you have volunteered with us before you may not need to do 
the Orientation hike(s).  
 
Location: Royal Botanical Gardens trails, out of the Main Centre on Plains Road West 
(Hendrie Valley). 
 
Time Commitment: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (on 1, 2 or all 3 days, it is your choice as to 
how many days you would like to help)  
 
Duration: Walks are approximately 60 minutes long.  
 

REGISTER NOW!  
Please email Salma at sb_fifi@hotmail.com or call me at 289-700-0233 for more information. 

I’ll be glad to talk to you about it.  

At the May General Meeting
Monday, 12 May, 2014 – Biodiversity, Then and Now

7:30 p.m.,  Royal Botanical Gardens HQ
Speaker: Dr. David Galbraith

Head of Science, Royal Botanical Gardens
Biodiversity is a word that has entered common use but which may be poorly 
understood. From its introduction in the 1980s it was first used to charac-
terise the broadest diversity of life on earth. As established in the 1992 Con-
vention on Biological Diversity, biodiversity encompasses diversity at the 
ecosystem, species, and genetic levels. Furthermore, the treaty approaches it 
from three critically-important perspectives: the conservation of biological 
diversity, the sustainable use of biological diversity, and the fair sharing of 
benefits arising from that sustainable use. We’ll look at biodiversity in our 
area, including in urban natural areas, from these three points of view: con-
servation, use, and social equity, and consider how programs like the On-
tario Biodiversity Strategy and the Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark System 
are responses at the local level to global initiatives.
David is RBG’s Head of Science. A zoologist by training, he completing 
his M.Sc. at Guelph and Ph.D. at Queen’s University, both in wildlife biol-
ogy. With RBG since 1995, he has been involved in many organizational 
and institutional biodiversity and conservation programs among botani-
cal gardens across Canada and around the world. Since 2006 David has 
been the national focal point for the Global Strategy for Plant Conser-
vation, a program of the UN’s Convention on Biological Diversity. At 
RBG he’s responsible for science staff and projects, the herbarium, library 
and archives, and managing extramural researchers. David was named 
the 2009 Hamilton Environmentalist of the Year, in part for leadership 
of the Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark System, a permanent network of 
agencies, including the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, collaborating to bet-
ter protect and restore natural lands that include and surround the RBG.
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Springtime Birding in Bhutan with Glenda Slessor and Bob Curry
by Michael Rowlands

Long-time HNC and BSG members, Glenda 
Slessor and Bob Curry, were the guest 

speakers at our February meeting, talking about 
their trip to the kingdom of Bhutan in April 
2012. Bhutan is a tiny landlocked country in the 
Himalayan Mountains, northeast of India and 
south of Tibet, best reached for birding by road 
through the Indian state of Assam.

Glenda first gave us her impressions of the 
country, showing us pictures of the magnificent 
dzongs: architectural marvels that have 
served variously as monasteries and military 
fortresses, many of which are now jointly shared 
by bureaucrats and priests as regional seats of government and 
religious activities. These attract numerous tourists to Bhutan 
with their golden treasures and colourful murals. Bob and 
Glenda’s favourite, the Punaka Dzong, where the present king 
was crowned and later married, contains the world’s largest 
statue of Buddha. Stupa, which are domed Buddhist shrines 
that are sites for spiritual meditation, are also found throughout 
the countryside to honour the dead, many of them festooned 
with prayer flags. Prayer wheels, small to large (some turned 
perpetually by streams), are also ubiquitous.

The trip itself was demanding because many sections of the one 
main road that meanders through the mountainous country from 
east to west were under construction, so there were delays due 
to blasting and sometimes, too, because of landslides and vehicle 
accidents on the treacherous mountain passes. A crew of six helpers, 
including their two betel-chewing Bhutanese guides, set up the 
campsites every evening, but conditions were sometimes less than 
ideal. The weather was damp and cool, with some nights at the 
freezing mark. The tents had no floors and were uncomfortable in 
the misty weather and sometime-soggy fields where they camped. 
There were also leeches, and kitchen and bathroom facilities were 
dubious. On one occasion, Bob and Glenda stayed in a guest 
house where they at least could dry out, but they dared not use 
the shower for fear of electrocution! Despite these discomforts, 
the trip allowed them to see more than 200 species of birds, about 
115 of which were new for their life lists.

Bob’s part of the presentation concentrated on the natural aspects 
of Bhutan. The Himalayas are known as a major locus and origin 
of biodiversity because they straddle the Palearctic realm to the 
north and the Indo-Malay realm to the south. The mountainous 
terrain is isolating, and biological diversity varies with slope aspect 
and altitude from east to west and north to south; this has created 
what Bob called a “riot of coloured birds.” The eastern part of the 
country, which is less developed than the western part, is better 

for birding. More than 600 species of birds have been found in 
Bhutan, but none of them are endemic. Bob and Glenda’s birding 
guide and noted bird photographer, Chewang Bonpo, was from 
the neighbouring Indian state of Sikkim and had never birded in 
Bhutan before, so he often took the opportunity to go AWOL to 
take pictures of birds he had perhaps not seen before! (The end 
result was good, though, because many of his photos were used 
in Bob’s presentation.) Plant diversity is also overwhelming in 
Bhutan, with approximately 10,000 species and 3,160 endemics. 
About 50 species of rhododendrons bloom there in the spring, 
at altitudes from 1200 to 4800 metres, and Bob showed us some 
incredible pictures of different varieties in bloom.

For the remainder of the presentation, we were treated to some 
fascinating pictures and stories about a great cross-section of the 
colourful and interesting birds of Bhutan – many of them described 
by Bob as “stunners” or “stunningly beautiful” – and they were! One 
of the first birds we were shown, an Ibisbill, is thought to be among 
the “top 50” birds in the world – a spectacular shorebird that Bob 
and Glenda have also seen in India and China. A female Ward’s 
Trogon, a Himalayan endemic land bird that Bob particularly 
admires, was spotted by Glenda on their first day; the next day, 
their guide Chewang also attracted a male with a recording. They 
had to scramble down a steep slippery slope to see it. Chewang also 
got some great shots of a beautiful hornbill called Aceros nipalensis, 
a Himalayan endemic more easily found in Bhutan (where it has 
not been persecuted) than anywhere else in its range. 

Other magnificent birds sighted included the Yellow-billed Blue 
Magpie, also known as the Gold-billed Magpie, with its black 
head, neck, and breast; lower white plumage; purplish-blue upper 
plumage; and very long tail. It’s much more colourful than our 
crows and jays and is “surely one of the world’s most spectacular 
Corvids.” The Long-tailed Broadbill – with its bright black and 
yellow head, dark green back, light green chest, and bright blue 
tail – was another multi-coloured bird that was seen.

Glenda Slessor and Bob Curry at Punaka Dzong, Bhutan, 19 April 2012 - photo by Bhutanese guide Chencho.



When it came to the 
warblers they saw, Bob said 
it’s often thought that the 
New World warblers (the 
kind we spot in Ontario) 
have cornered the market 
on beautiful colours, but 
their experience in Bhutan 
was otherwise: they saw lots 
of very attractive Old World 
warblers. The Black-faced, 
Grey-hooded, Chestnut-
crowned, and Rufous-faced 
Warblers were all very 
impressive. Closely related 
birds are the tesias (we saw 
a photo of the beautiful 
Chestnut-headed Tesia), 
which all require effort and 

stealth to observe; Bob and Glenda were able to see all three species.

The babblers are a huge amorphous family of some 280 species; the 
Golden Babbler was a particular favourite of theirs. The scimitar 
babblers – larger birds with down-curved bills – are much sought 
after by serious birders because of their startling appearances, 
social behaviours, and difficulty of being seen. Similarly, the 
Rufous-throated Wren-babbler – a small subdued forest floor 
denizen – is very difficult to see and thus desirable to locate. They 
saw five of the seven possible wren-babblers and, frustratingly, 
heard the other two that would not come to playback.

The Himalayan Cutia, dressed in patches of contrasting colours 
and textures, is regarded as one of the top birds to see in Asia. 
Three of these birds came in to playback and perched absolutely 
still and silent for five minutes so that Bob and Glenda were able 
to get great pictures. Other amazing birds that were captured on 
“film” included shrike-babblers, fulvettas, yuhinas, sibias, mesias, 
laughingthrushes, minlas, and barwings. 

Fire-tailed Myzornis, 19 December 2011, Assam, India - photo Chewang 
Bonpo.

The photograph of a Fire-tailed Myzornis taken by the birding 
guide was a high-definition masterpiece of a beautiful green bird 

with multi-coloured wing and tail feathers and a speckled cap. 
Chewang proudly claims that this is the best photo ever published 
of this species! He also showed his experience in Himalayan 
birding when he heard some Sultan Tits vocalizing: he played 
a recording of the Beautiful Nuthatch’s song, as the two species 
frequently occur together. The strategy worked perfectly because 
three of these scarce, beautiful nuthatches came all the way down 
from a ridge top to investigate, so everyone was elated.

Saving the best for last, Bob talked about the Old World pheasants, 
or Phasianidae: a family that includes a genus called tragopans 
– birds with two brightly coloured fleshy horns on their heads 
that they can erect during courtship displays. One California 
birder, Don Roberson, at one time included all five tragopans 
in his “top 50” list of world birds; he later felt that he had “too 
many chickens on his list” so reduced it to “any tragopan” because 

they’re all outstanding birds. Bob confessed that his most-wanted 
bird in Bhutan was the Satyr Tragopan, and they were able to get 
excellent photos of one of these they found wandering along a 
roadside. It has a black head, bright reddish-orange neck, and a 
brown back speckled with white-centred black spots. Glenda’s 
favourite was the Blood Pheasant: a red-faced bird with ash-grey 
plumage with many white lance-like feathers on the breast, belly, 
and sides, some of which are coloured a bright red resembling 
blood. The final bird in this family that we were shown was the 
Himalayan Monal, which has mostly iridescent blue plumage 
with a metallic green crest, coppery feathers on the back and 
neck, and rufous tail feathers.

After Bob fielded some interesting questions from the audience, 
Cheryl Edgecombe thanked our speakers for their presentation, 
made some final announcements, and adjourned the meeting. 
Bhutan is likely not a place many of us will ever visit, so it was 
most enjoyable to travel there vicariously and see the country 
through the camera lenses of two seasoned travellers and 
respected birders.

Blood Pheasant, Bhutan, 14 April 2012 - photo Chewang Bonpo.

A “jungle” of Rhododendrons, Bhutan, 15 
April 2012 - photo Chewang Bonpo.



Support The Wood Duck
We have now had three complete volumes of colour Wood Ducks. It 
certainly is a more attractive publication now, as the colour photos 
from our local photographers really look superb. However, it costs a 
lot more to print each copy than the old black & white issues which 
is a concern. Mailing costs are rising substantially which does not 
help matters. I encourage all of you who prefer the new look, to give 
generously to the General Fund of the HNC. This is the fund that 
supports the printing and mailing costs of the Wood Duck, and the 
General Fund tends to be “in the red” year after year. 

It always amazes me that we do not have more HNC members than we do. 
In an area of a population of over half a million, there must be 
several thousand people who are very interested in nature and think 
as we do. Just think how much more our Club could do if we had two 
thousand members! Food for thought....  
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The Eastern Tiger Swallowtail is one of the most spectacular butterflies to grace our natural areas and gardens. It is a treat when one of 
these gems lands long enough to get a good look. Most often, we just get a fleeting glimpse as they “powerfully”  fly through our backyards or 

across our trails. Brian Wylie was fortunate for this swallowtail to land on his Buddleia on 31 August 2011 at his house in Dundas.

© photo Brian Wylie.


