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Editor’s Note........
This is the first issue of what I am calling Wood Duck “In the Summer”. It is a strictly an on-line edition as there is no way 
we can afford to pay for another mailed out paper copy. More and more people are reading their newspapers, magazines 
and books on-line now, so we thought we would give it a try with a summer issue for Volume 67. It is such a long break 
between the May and the September issues (4 months!) with lots of things happening and lots of things being seen, that 
it seems a good fit to publish something inbetween. I have to admit that I don’t really like reading my news or any peri-
odicals for that matter, on-line. Despite how much I am on the computer, dealing with my e-mail and putting the Wood 
Duck together, I don’t like reading from a computer screen. Give me hard copy any day. However, things are changing 
and we all know this. There are some HNC Board members who would be happy to see us go to a completely on-line 
Wood Duck immediately. I am not one of those, although I can imagine that day will eventually come. The Club would 
save a lot of money with a strictly on-line issue (over $10,000 annually), so on the face of it, it does seem like a good idea. 
However, I just can’t get my head around a non-paper Wood Duck. But as I said, one day it will be here I am sure. If it is an 
inevitability, some might say, why not now? However, we currently have too many members who do not own a computer 
so it would be most unfair to those members if they could not access the Wood Duck. 
In this “summer” issue we have a large variety of articles. A rather self-indulgent piece from me about a special day I had 
on the Hamilton Fall Bird Count in 2012. Brian Wylie documents his naturalist travels to Florida with a wonderful es-
say with many interesting photos. Bruce Mackenzie tells us about an imminent threat to the largest remaining woodlot 
in the Grimsby area and shows us what can be done, with his well-researched letter to town officials. There are two hike 
summaries inside, one detailing the HNC Moth Night in late June with several fine photos from Bonnie Kinder. Gord 
McNulty gives us a great summary of a new nature sanctuary along the Escarpment as part of the Cootes to Escarpment 
EcoPark System. Long-time HNC member Bill Smith gives us a fine account, with photos, of his encounter with a Bobcat 
eating lizards that make the cat feel a little bit tipsy, and there is a reprinted article by Gregor Beck and Kevin Kavanagh 
about the threat posed to Eastern Flowering Dogwood  by the Dogwood Anthracnose fungus with a case study of its ef-
fect on the dogwoods at our very own Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary. Of course there are lots of photos included from 
many of the fine photographers that are HNC members. I find it amazing that we have so many excellent photographers 
in our Club – some of the best in the province live right here in the Hamilton area.
I had planned to get this issue out in the last few days of June. However, available time goes right down the tube when 
you are working 40 hours a week and trying to watch two taped-delayed soccer games a day. But here it is! Please give 
me feed-back. If there are problems I want to hear about them.

Some Recent Sightings 
of Amphibians in the 
Hamilton Area this 
Spring and Summer

Top, Leopard Frog, Beverly Swamp, 28 June 
2014; bottom, Pickerel Frog, 6 July 2014, Crieff 

Bog - photos Ian Smith.

Jefferson Salamander, 4 April 2014, Aldershot - photo 
Bob Curry.

Yellow-spotted Salamander, 7 April 2014, Aldershot  
photo Bob Curry.

Leopard Frogs in amplexus, 20 April 2014, 
Beverly Swamp - photo Bob Curry. 

Bullfrog, 30 May 2014, Drynan Tract - photo 
Bill Lamond.

Gray Treefrog, 6 July 2014, Hyde Tract  
photo Bill Lamond.
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A Record Day on the Hamilton Fall Bird Count
by Bill Lamond  - photos by Janet Forjan-Freedman

I’ve been doing the Hamilton Fall Bird Count for 25 years. This 
pales in comparison to some who have done it for 30+ years but 

it is still a long time. My area has always been Brantford and it is a 
good territory with varied habitat – lots of second growth habitat, 
mature woodland, the Grand River, and oodles of riparian areas 
along the river. The Brantford dump provides excellent feeding 
opportunities for gulls, and the dump itself has an abundance of 
weedy habitat – great for sparrows. I would say my area is one 
of the best in the HSA for the fall count; abundant and excellent 
habitat for both landbirds and waterbirds.

The fall count is my most favourite birding day of the year. I put 
more birding effort into this day than any other. I really don’t do 
that much birding anymore but the fall count is special. I’m sure 
there are some other birders out there who feel somewhat similar. 

Usually I get about 55 - 60 species per count. One year, 1997, I 
actually tallied 69 species although with a bit of an asterisk as I 
also covered the Green Lane Wetland in Paris – out of my area – 
and recorded about five species of shorebird in that wetland. In 
2009 I recorded 66 species all within my Brantford area so I knew 
that one day, when the stars were all aligned, that I would get 
70 species. When I started my fall count rounds on 4 November 
2012, I had no idea this would be the day.

I started as I usually do, at midnight. I walk out my front door, down 
to the Grand River, and try to get a Screech Owl calling. They are 
often here and were on this very early morning – a dueting pair 
came in close enough to see their silhouettes in bare trees. Also 
overhead was the call of a migrating American Tree Sparrow and 
of course, Canada Geese and a female Mallard were calling down 

below on the river. A typical 
start and I then returned 
home to get some sleep. I got 
up before 6 a.m. and headed 
out the door to get into the 
field by 6:15 a.m. along Hardy 
Road at the S.C. Johnson 
Trail parking lot. This is the 
best place I know for calling 
Great Horned Owls. It took a 
bit of time this morning, but 
eventually I heard one in the 
distance. I walked down the 
S.C Johnson Trail to attempt 
to record more Screech Owls. 
I “whistled” a long time for 
this species with no luck. 
Suddenly a form flew silently 

through the trees right near me. There was very little light but I 
assumed from the size it had to be a Screech Owl. I waited a bit but 
nothing. I then began to walk back to the car when the screech owl 
started calling – constantly – real excited, almost weird-sounding 
wailing. I can’t quite remember one calling in this fashion. It was 

an auditory treat. I got back to the car, checked my watch, and 
decided I would head home and make some coffee for the day. 
I parked in front of the house, got out and immediately heard 
a Snow Bunting calling overhead in the darkness. In the past, I 
used to think that this species was a diurnal migrant only, but I 
have now heard their flight calls at least four occasions during the 
night. This is a species that is 50/50 on counts so a good addition.

In the house I hustled and got food and drink ready for the day. 
I filled four thermoses of coffee and packed them into a cooler 
with two filled hot water bottles to keep them good and hot, 
and trucked them out to the car, along with a travel mug full of 
coffee. With all my snack food – apples, bananas, granola bars, 
chocolate-covered almonds – I was set for the day. I have often 
birded this area with companions but lately I have been on my 
own. I like companionship but I don’t mind being on my own too, 
as I can set my own pace. And I like a fast pace!

I drove back to the Hardy Road site as it is often a good place for 
roosting blackbirds, and sapsuckers have often been at this spot. It 
was still fairly dark as I got out of the car and I could immediately 
hear a Great Horned Owl calling. In fact within about 10 seconds 
I could hear four calling. Two dueting pairs! This is probably the 
fourth time at this spot I have had two pairs calling simultaneously. 
I walked out into a harvested soybean field adjacent to a swampy 
woods as bird-life began to awake with call notes here and there; 
Cardinal, then a Song Sparrow, a Blue Jay, then a Winter Wren 
started calling staccato-like in the distance – a bird I often miss. 
Then a Carolina Wren – I get lots of these – then a chickadee. 
As I was walking in the half-dark field, forms starting darting 
past me at eye level. It took me a few seconds to realize they were 
Mourning Doves. Then more common species betrayed their 
presence with call notes; crows, robins, juncos, goldfinch, white 
nuthatch, downy, creeper. The best birds here were Pine Siskin 
and Water Pipit flying over, calling, and a kingfisher at the cold-
water creek nearby. However, no blackbirds this year nor any sign 
of a sapsucker. As it became fully light, I decided to head to the 
Brantford Golf & Country Club overlook.

This overlook is an excellent spot for birdwatching. I added 

Eastern Screech Owl at Woodland 
Cemetery, 24 April 2014.

Snow Bunting, 4 March 2010, Fallsview Road, Dundas.
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several species within seconds; cormorant, black duck, goldeneye, 
Bufflehead. I soon heard the resident mockingbird pair across 
the river calling. Soon Cedar Waxwings were flying over, as were 
House Finches, a small flock of Red-winged Blackbirds, one 
Yellow-rumped Warbler, and one Evening Grosbeak (choice!). 
Other nearby birds soon heard were Red-bellied Woodpecker, 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, and flicker. I “scoped” the river looking 
for Common Merganser and Green-winged Teal (both usually 
here) with no luck. I searched the wooded swamp on the other 
side of the river for Wood Duck with no luck either. However, 
I did see two Pied-billed Grebes and a Great Blue Heron. Then 
a Red-tailed Hawk was noticed in a tree, and right below me, a 
Merlin in the top of a tree that surely had been here, unnoticed, 
since I had arrived. It wasn’t a great day here as not much was 
flying but it is still always worth the look. Soon gulls started flying 
upriver, mostly Herring Gulls but a few Ring-billed Gulls and one 
1st winter Great Black-backed Gull (only one of the day). Rock 
Pigeons and starlings soon put in an appearance, and just before 
I left a pair of Common Redpolls flew over calling. I decided to 
drive just down the road to Glenhyrst Gardens as the abundance 
of evergreens there makes it a good spot for red nuthatch and a 
possible location for crossbills. I drove in and was immediately 
treated to the calling of a “red nut” and then right after this a 
good-sized flock of White-winged Crossbills flew right past me, 
calling incessantly. Neat! I got what I came for and hurriedly left  

and headed for Wilkes Dam. I parked at the dam and got out 
of the car, and there was a mixed passerine flock here. I spished 
and a Hermit Thrush popped-up, hit and miss in my territory. I 
looked over the river from the dam but added no new species. 
I began to fast-walk along the river trail to record Mallard and 
Canada Geese numbers. Fortunately there were not too many to 
slow me down. There was a bird calling overhead that I initially 
thought was a mockingbird but on looking up at the top of a tall 
Eastern Cottonwood, a Northern Shrike was the source of the 
sound. I don’t hear this species sing very often. Usually when you 
are out birding, you would admire a sighting like this for some 
time, but with the nature of the fall count for me, almost like a Big 
Day, no time to waste, move on, move on. See you later shrike.

 I soon added Hairy Woodpecker, White-throated Sparrow and 
then suddenly there was an adult Bald Eagle in a dead snag – 
possibly one of the breeding adults from the nearby nest – about 
400 ft away. Walking back to the car along the water intake 

channel, I saw no new species, however it was a bird count, and 
I diligently recorded every bird I was seeing and hearing. Back 
at the care I drove down to Grand River Ave to the south end of 
Waterworks Park at the foot of Morrell St. I switched into rubber 

boots in expectation of some 
high water along the river in 
one of my favourite birding 
spots. My choice of footwear 
was well founded as the area 
I wanted to visit was now 
an island. I was barely able 
to cross, even with my very 
tall boots. Fortunately I did, 
as I found one of the better 
birds on this day, a Common 
Yellowthroat. Also new in 
this area were a couple of 
Swamp Sparrows. There were 
lots of birds here; several 
cardinals, robins, juncos and 

another adult Bald Eagle in a 
prominent snag. However, I assumed it could very well have been 
the same adult that I saw not too long ago as that one had taken 
flight as I was watching it. It was now about 9 a.m. and time to 
head to the south end of town. I counted up the species and got 
56. Of course you always get at least 90% of your species in the 
first couple of hours of a count, but I thought that 56 was a good 
total for the hour of day. I started to think at this point about 
the possibility of 70 species on the day, especially considering I 
still had 8 hours of birding left to get fourteen new species. It 
seemed unlikely but possible. Surely I’d get a Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, an accipiter or two, perhaps a Golden Eagle considering 
it was the absolute peak of their fall migration! Fox Sparrow was 
a sure thing. Likely species were Turkey Vulture, Wood Duck, 
Green-winged Teal, Common Merganser. Certainly possible 
were grackle, cowbird, White-crowned Sparrow, Purple Finch, 
kestrel, Tufted Titmouse, another gull species at the dump, as well 
as Horned Lark at that location too. Certainly a turkey seemed 
in order. I’ve never had turkey in my area but it seems like good 
habitat. Maybe this year? Anyways the anticipation of getting 70 
species kept me going.

On my way to the Brantford landfill I stopped at the Lorne 
Bridge, a great place for loafing gulls and ducks. There were a fair 

White-winged Crossbill, Captain Cootes Trail, 24 February, 2009.

Common Yellowthroat, 9 July 2012, 
Cootes Paradise.

Horned Lark, 25 January 2009, Fallsview Road, Dundas.
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number of gulls and Mallards here, but that was it. I was keeping 
an eye to the sky as often as I could, anticipating an accipiter 
at any moment. Just before the dump, I decided to stop at the 
shallow ravine complex beside Eagle’s Nest business park. This 
is a good spot with a trail through the ravine and a fairly large 
shallow pond with lots of ducks. Disconcerting was the new No 
Trespassing Mohawk Territory. Trespassers will be prosecuted sign. 
I decided to go in anyways thinking I could weasel my way out 
if needed. There was also a fallow field adjacent to the ravine 
that was totally weedy. However, amazingly there were very 
few sparrows in this field – just a few tree sparrows and juncos. 
Nonetheless I did get a Fox Sparrow in the ravine and a pair of 

Carolina Wrens. I then proceeded on to nearby Mohawk Lake to 
see if there were any loafing gulls. There were about 70 Herring 
Gulls, several geese and a few ring-bills – no hoped for Lesser 
Black-backed Gull. Then on to the dump. The Brantford Landfill 
is closed on Sundays which is perfect as it allows me to walk in. Of 
course there are No Trespassing signs, but it’s up dump for heaven’s 

sake! The high chain-link fence only covers the first 50m (why 
bother?) and with no security guards and no security cameras it 
could not be easier to access. Of course they will let you in to look 
at gulls when they are open, but you have to remain near your 
car. That’s no fun as you can’t walk about all the weedy, swampy 
areas in parts of the dump. On Sundays, when it is closed, there 
are not too many gulls here as the dump face is covered with 
soil every night. Nonetheless, there are still enough gulls flying 
around the dump and sometimes lots loafing at Mohawk Lake. I 

walked into the dump on the west end and immediately heard a 
White-crowned Sparrow singing. I walked a bit closer and could 
see that there were several white-crowneds in a small shrub. I 
spished and 12 white-crowneds filled the shrub. I then flushed 
a few tree sparrows and a couple of Song Sparrows. There was 
a very large group of crows 
here seemingly harassing 
something but nothing I 
could see. Soon a flock of 
Horned Larks flew over 
and landed somewhere out 
of sight. Next it was a good-
sized flock of pipits that 
flew over, again landing out 
of sight. Within minutes of 
my arrival at the dump I 
spotted the Turkey Vultures 
that are now a year-round 
fixture here. Then I saw 
large flocks of starlings. I 
mean large. Probably 3000 
birds. I thought I saw a 
cowbird in a small group 
on the ground but they flew 
before I was certain. Soon I 
saw a pure flock of cowbirds 
off by themselves. A merlin then rocketed by and put up a good 
bunch of House Finches and goldfinches but came up empty-
handed. I then walked a good portion of the weedy areas of the 
dump but just encountered a few more tree sparrows. I kept my 
eye on the sky but only saw a few local redtails. Kestrels are often 
on the hydro wires along the dike edge that rings the dump but 
not today. My time at the dump was certainly worthwhile as I 
added four new species and although many of the birds there 
were common, it is still an eye-filling treat to see the large flock 
of starlings twisting in unison, as well as the 100+ crows making 
quite the ruckus. I next drove down to Beach Ave, where Mohawk 
Lake empties into the Grand River. This is the beginning of the 
Brantford-Hamilton Rail Trail and although it can be good for 
birds it was a bust this time.

Then I drove up to the Glebe lands beside Mohawk Park. This 
is a huge weedy, second growth area, interspersed with soybean 
fields that in 2012 did not amount to much of anything due to the 
drought and the fact that the soil is exceptionally sandy. It must be 
non-GE soybeans as the soybeans were absolutely full of weeds. It 
was full of sparrows too. At one spot a huge mixed group of juncos 
and tree sparrows flew to the edge of the woods with my spishing. 
This turned out to be the best single spot on the day. Soon white-
throats starting appearing from the shrubs and joined the other 
sparrows. Then several cardinals showed along with a few jays. 
Then the white nuthatches came in and began their alarm calls 
which seem to get everything going. Soon the chickadees arrived 
as did several goldfinches and a couple of Song Sparrows. While 
I was trying to count all the birds I saw a Chipping Sparrow 
sitting quietly within the shrubs. About two minutes later in 
what seemed like the same spot, there was a Field Sparrow. 

Carolina Wren, 3 November 2008, Captain Cootes Trail.

White-crowned Sparrow, 11 October 2007, Hendrie Valley.

Turkey Vulture, 10 September 2010, 
north Flamborough.
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Good stuff. I decided to walk the rest of the area which in hind-
sight was not worthwhile, although I did get another Chipping 
Sparrow but little else, despite the acres covered. Still no Ruby-
crowned Kinglet, although my “minds-ear” was anticipating the 

“ji-dit” call announcing the 
presence of this very spishable 
insectivore – surely any time 
now. I was anticipating a 
sharpie or a coopers any time 
now as well. I did pick up 
two new species although I 
spent about 90 minutes here. 
It was now time to head over 
to Birketts Lane and River 
Road. However, on the way 
I decided to check Mohawk 
Lake again. There were about 
double the number of gulls 
and a quick check suggested 
nothing new. However a gull 
soon caught my eye due to its 
very rounded head. I looked at 
the primaries and they looked 
black but as the bird turned 

somewhat, I could see that the 
primaries were not black but a 

very dark grey. I could see on the folded wing that the underside 
of the primaries were silvery and knew this had to be an Iceland 
Gull. I was aware that there had been very few records of this 
species on the Count. While I was looking at the gull through 
my scope, a duck suddenly started flapping wildly on the water 
about 10 feet away as it rapidly moved away from me. I deduced 
right away what had happened without even seeing it, surmising 
that it was swimming under water and surfaced right beside me 
and was “freaked-out” by my proximity. I also suspected based 
on the rapid skittering flapping on the water surface, that this 
was likely a Hooded Merganser. I got the binoculars on this duck 
and sure enough a male Hooded Merganser landed on the other 
side of the lake. I waited and waited for the gull to fly or flap 
but then questioned why I was waiting. I knew it had to be an 
Iceland Gull, time was passing, let’s go. On the way to River Road, 
I stopped at the Beckett-Glaves Memorial Forest. This is a good 
open area along the Grand River with lots of potential. I’ve seen 
late Orange-crowned Warblers here before and Tufted Titmouse 
twice so it seemed foolish to drive by without stopping. I walked 
it at a break-neck pace and saw lots of sparrows, cardinals and 
chickadees. Nothing new but I added a lot of birds to individual 
species totals. At River Road I finished my last coffee thermos 
of the day (still warm) before I got started. Although the Grand 
River was high it did not restrict walking here at all. At the start, 
birds were here and there in small numbers except for a sizable 
flock of about 50-60 House Finches. Eventually I encountered a 
small flock of chickadees, spished, and birds starting coming in. 
The white nuthatches started alarm-calling and helped me bring 
the birds in. At least 50 birds came in of several species. Soon 
enough there was a titmouse that came in followed very soon 

after by another. There was a real variety of sparrows: White-
throated, junco, tree, Song and Fox Sparrows. Lots of cardinals 
too – at least 15 – and several goldfinches. I was soon excited to 
hear a Purple Finch call and quickly found it. I kept moving and 
encountered several more Fox Sparrows. I wanted to go further 
on at this site but the day was getting on and I knew I had to leave 
soon to get back to the Grand River overlook at the Brantford Golf 
& Country Club. I wanted to finish at the overlook as I thought I 
had a good chance to see three more species of ducks and perhaps 
some other things flying around to roost sites. On my way out 

of this site I encountered more Fox Sparrows. My spishing got 
the Fox Sparrows calling but also another familiar call note that I 
couldn’t place. Soon this unknown bird flew in and I had my first 
Eastern Phoebe of the day and only the 3rd time I have recorded 
this species in my fall count area. A nice addition to the list.

Back at the car I noted that it was 4:30 and time to motor. I was 
chagrined that I had not recorded Ruby-crowned Kinglet. This 
seemed like a big miss for all the area I had covered. I was also 
perplexed that my accipiter total was nil, however, for some reason 
I still thought my chances were not dead. I headed back to the 

north end of town 
with a constant 
sky vigil. As I got 
close to the golf 
course my vigil 
paid off as I saw a 
single grackle fly 
directly over the 
car. I yelled out 
loud, “a grackle”! 

Perhaps my most 
exciting moment with this species. At this point I was unsure 
of my species total. I had lost track of my list total. I guessed I 
was two shy of 70. I arrived back at the Grand River overlook 
and I searched the river to no avail for Common Merganser, 
Green-winged Teal or Wood Duck. How could I miss Common 
Merganser? They are essentially here all year! There wasn’t 
much flying over either. A few flocks of ducks but all Mallards. I 
searched the wooded swamp repeatedly across the river with my 
scope but no Wood Duck. However, perseverance paid off and I 
eventually could pick out a pair of Wood Ducks with Mallards in 
the middle of the swamp. These birds were quite distant but I had 

Chipping Sparrow, 17 October 2010, 
RBG Arboretum.

Eastern Phoebe, 14 June 2010, Troy.

Common Grackle, 30 April 2008, Hendrie Valley.
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just enough power to ID them. I decided to add up my species 
list. I got 71 species! I double-counted very carefully and got 70!  
I stayed for a bit longer as this is a wonderful place to watch the 
Sun set, even on a cloudy day such as this. There were still flocks 
of Mallards coming in and noisy flocks of Canada Geese leaving  
to roosting places unknown to me. Eventually things became 
quiet as dusk settled in. I stayed until the clouds lost their orange 
cast and became grey. My day was done.

So I did attain 70 species but missed routine things such as Green-
winged Teal, Common Merganser, accipiters, Killdeer, and Ruby-
crowned Kinglet. So I could have got a higher total but then I 
thought, “70 is a good number for this year”. No sense making it 
too difficult to break the new record in the years to come!

Wood Duck, 19 July 2006, Desjardins Canal, Dundas.

A Naturalist in Orlando
by Brian Wylie

Wheeling flocks of White Pelicans, careening Royal Terns 
and hovering Ospreys stood out in stark contrast to 

azure skies as I crossed the causeway from Titusville.  Merritt 
Island National Wildlife Refuge lay before me; 14,000 acres of 
coastal dunes, saltwater estuaries, marshes, scrubland and pine 
flatwoods.  Adjoining Canaveral National Seashore and the lands 
of the Kennedy Space Center added another 100,000 acres to this 
vast natural oasis less than one hour from Orlando.

Luxuriating in the 75oF December sun, I sat at the edge of a 
butterfly garden at the parks visitor center watching unfamiliar 
species; Long-tailed Skippers, Gulf Fritillary and White Peacock 
fluttered about.
Brown Anoles fled through dried leaves and I strolled the 
boardwalk keeping an eye out for the three foot wide webs of 
Golden-Silk Spiders.

Loud thrashing in the bush revealed a Nine-banded Armadillo, 
this ancient looking, armored mammal jumps vertically before 
noisily fleeing in its odd straight-legged gait. Numerous small 
spiders, crablike spiny orb weavers, bedecked in reds, yellows, 

blacks and whites with curious hard thorny spines, stood on 
shimmering webs backlit by the morning sun.

For the more adventuresome, you can drive the narrow, pot-
hole filled dike roads for a solitary experience.  Common Green 
Darner dragonflies, Monarchs and the stunning Buckeye Butterfly 
were common along the crushed shell road. A Black Racer snake 
crossed my path with surprising speed, probably more concerned 
with Red-Shouldered Hawks than my approach. The highlight of 
my morning was watching the seemingly crazy antics of a Reddish 
Egret as it ran and lurched about the shallows like a drunken fool. 
In reality, it has developed a highly successful method that drives 
and confuses bait fish, its prey, until they become easy pickings.
The next destination was Black Point Wildlife Drive. This seven 
mile loop is possibly the best winter bird-watching site in North 
America. Within minutes I had seen flocks containing White 
and Glossy Ibis, Little Blue Heron, Great Egret, and Tri-coloured 
Heron. Bald Eagles and Brown Pelicans soared overhead and the 
rather plain Mottled Duck floated amongst pintail, wigeon and 
shovelers. Birds are not the only highlights; large Florida Red-
bellied Turtles jumped from logs into the safety of the water as 
rapidly as their tiny three inch cousins, the Striped Mud Turtle. 
A large nine foot American Alligator lay sunning itself among 
the reeds and as I approached on foot, I discovered a tiny Dusky 

Golden-Silk Spider, 7 December 2011, Merritt Island National Wildlife 
Refuge - photo Brian Wylie.

Black Vulture, 8 December 2011. Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge  
photo Brian Wylie.
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Pygmy Rattlesnake curled up in the grass.

Mockingbirds sang, catbirds called, and migrant warblers 
flitted amongst the mangroves.  I stopped to scan large flocks 
of shorebirds that wheeled to life as raptors passed. Least and 

Western Sandpipers mixed with a flock of Dunlin that numbered 
at least 1,000. Two beautiful Marbled Godwits stood a head 
above the host of gray Willets as several Black-bellied Plovers 
ran by. A dark shape in the marsh soon revealed itself as a Wild 
Boar.  These old world swine have become a problem in the 
south as feral populations grow to destructive levels. Individuals 
can stand five feet high and weigh up to 400 lbs.
Leaving Black Point, I headed north to a trail leading into a 

mixed forest of scraggly oaks and pines; my target was the 
endangered Florida Scrub Jay. I soon heard their rasping calls 
and after observing a pair for several minutes, I hurried back to 
my car in the fading light. My last stop was the Haulover Canal 
where you have a good chance to see Manatees. Luck was on my 
side and I was rewarded with a brief view of a “Sea Cow” rising 
to breathe. This amazing creature can reach lengths of 13 feet 
and weights of up to 1300 lbs. I had seen an incredible variety of 
life on a beautiful day and couldn’t have been happier as I drove 
back to the city, the windows down and the sounds of nature as 
my music.

American Alligator, 5 December 2011, Merritt Island National wildlife 
Refuge - photo Brian Wylie.

White Ibis, 4 December 2011, Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge - 
photo Brian Wylie.

Red-necked Grebes and Double-crested Cormorants
by June Hitchcox

It is fascinating to watch the bird life on Lake Ontario. The 
pair of Red-necked Grebes has again built their nest in an 

anchored frame that naturalists put out each year in the quiet 
waters of a big, man-made pond in Bronte Harbour.  One 
grebe is on the nest, brooding eggs and the mate is continually 
looking for more twigs and foliage, swimming back to the 
nest and carefully pushing in his finds to make the nest even 
bigger.  Out on the open lake, long lines of Double-crested 
Cormorants - can be as many as one hundred – fly very low 
over the water.  Cormorants are making a huge come-back 
after their numbers dropped dangerously low in the 1940s 
to 1970s, mostly due to DDT and other toxic pesticides that 
washed off into the lakes, were ingested by the fish, and then 
eaten by cormorants. The DDT caused the cormorant eggs to 
be thin and fragile and crack very easily. This resulted in very 
few successful nestings.

The adult cormorants are mainly black, with bare orange skin 
around the eyes and on a throat pouch called a “gular membrane” 
which they flutter to force air to circulate in their lungs to lose 
body heat. They are about the size of a goose; beautiful blue 
eyes; legs set well back to make swimming easy but walking on 
land is very awkward. The hooked, long bill is pointed upwards 

when swimming 
and the tail is in 
the water.  They 
nest in large 
colonies in trees 
on quiet islands 
and when the 
trees die because 
of the guano, they 
will nest on the 
ground. They are 
also found on cliff edges. Their feathers have very little water-
proofing so they must spread their wings and sit in the sun and 
wind to dry off. As they are expanding so rapidly, you may see 
them on a lake near you or migrating through, northwards, 
from mid April to June, and back again in late August to the 
first part of December, on their way to spend the winter along 
the southern ocean coasts. They have been sighted in lakes 
all over cottage country and of course in very large numbers 
in southern Ontario, especially in Hamilton and other areas 
of southern Ontario.  Double-crested Cormorants – don’t be 
surprised if you see some!  

Double-crested Cormorant , 12 April 2014, 
Hamilton Harbour - photo Kevin McLaughlin.
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American White   
Pelican
Hamilton Harbour
14 April 2014
photo Barry Cherriere

Eastern Towhee
Kerncliff Park
18 April 2014
photo Joanne Redwood



The Wood Duck - In the Summer 2014Page 12

Blackburnian Warbler
8 May 2014
Sherwood Forest Park
photo Mike Veltri

Common Loon
LaSalle Park
20 April 2014
photo Ken Newcombe
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  Hike Report
by Gord McNulty

These are a couple of pictures from a May 10, 2014 Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark System hike at Kerncliff Park in 
Burlington, guided by Jen Baker, HNC Land Trust Program Coordinator and Paul Toffoletti (black shirt), a director 

(Iroquoia) of the Bruce Trail Conservancy.  Participants enjoyed a sunny, two-hour outing through the scenic park, taking in 
the colourful forest, winding trails and beautiful views overlooking Lake Ontario.  The HNC and the BTC are among 10 local 
government and non-profit organizations that are  working to protect, restore and connect almost 1,900 hectares (4,700 acres) 
of natural lands at the western end of Lake Ontario.  This biologically rich area is home to nearly a quarter of Canada’s wild 
plant species and more than 50 species at risk.  It is also the last intact ecological connection between Lake Ontario wetlands 
and the Niagara Escarpment. However, the lands are vulnerable, being situated in one of Canada’s most vibrant and rapidly 
growing urban regions, where roads, rail lines and development have fragmented the area - photos Gord McNulty.

The Luna Moth photo to the right, was 
taken by Gerten Basom at her residence on 
25 June 2014. This is the third report that 
I have received of this species this year in 
rural Ancaster. Gerten also mentioned that 
a neighbour across the road from her on 
Sawmill Road had seen one on 22 June, and 
Janet Snaith called me to tell me that her 
brother had observed one in his yard, on 
Sunnyridge Road, just south of the 403 on 22 
June. Gerten also had one in her yard last year 
and that photo was published in the Wood 
Duck Vol 67 page 23. It is welcome news to 
know that the Luna Moth is still being seen 
in our area with some regularity. There was 
a time when it was a very rare beast indeed 
in this part of Ontario. It is heartening to 
know, that even with our fragmented natural 
areas and with development in Hamilton 
running amok, that this species has managed 

to survive, if not thrive in our area.
Luna Moth at 592 Sawmill Road in rural Ancaster. It looks like it is perched on 

birch bark or a lichen covered rock. But no. It is a well worn swing set it is perched on.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES - All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge and time. 
The HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating in any of these activities. 
Please assess your own ability to participate. Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. You are advised to check the HNC 
website (www.hamiltonnature.org) before setting out, to ensure that the hike has not been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are 
discouraged as they startle wildlife, damage nests, and interfere with the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing 
your pet and for other questions. We also publicize Royal Botanical Gardens hikes and events.  Most RBG programs require pre-
registration one week prior. There is a charge for these activities except for the Sunday Get Back To Nature Walks. For information on 
RBG hikes: Liz Rabishaw, Public Program Bookings, RBG, 905-527-1158 (1-800-694-4769) ext. 270. programs@rbg.ca  www.rbg.ca

Sundays, 10 to 11 a.m. June 1 to August 31. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walks. Free (donations welcome). No pre-registration 
required. Every 1.5 to 2 hour walk is a different adventure.  1st Sunday of every month: Hendrie Valley; meet at Cherry Hill Gate 
parking lot. 2nd: Princess Point; meet at the parking lot. 3rd: Cootes North Shore; meet at the Nature Centre. 4th: Cootes South Shore; 
meet at the Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. 5th: Rock Chapel; meet at the parking lot.

9 July (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. –  9:00 p.m. HNC - Hike Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve. See website or contact hike leader Bruce Mackenzie 
at 905-643-4526  for info. The Preserve is located on the east side of Puslinch 7th Concession. Take Hwy 6 North from Hamilton to Gore Rd., 
about 3 km north of Freelton. Turn left (west) onto Gore Rd. and follow for about 5 km, and then turn north (right) on Concession 7. Meet Bruce 
at 6:30 at the entrance which is on the right, soon after you turn. Please call Bruce at 905-643-4526 to let him know you will be attending.

10 July (Thursday) 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. RBG - Dragonflies and Damselflies; Biology and Identification and Migration at RBG 
Centre. $100. Pre-registration required. David d’Entremont outlines biology, ID, what is known and what is not.

12 July (Saturday) 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. RBG - Cootes Paradise by Moonlight (Moonlight Series) at RBG Nature Centre. $65. Pre-
registration required. BBQ, then experience canoeing in Cootes Paradise by moonlight.

14 July  (Monday)  6:30 p.m. sharp! Dean & Fleur-Ange’s Wildflower walks. This week: Hendrie Valley - Meet at Cherry Hill 
Gate. Contact info at dgugler@gmail.com.

21 July (Monday) 6:30 p.m. sharp! Dean & Fleur-Ange’s Wildflower Walks.  This week: Jerseyville Woods - Meet on Valridge 
Drive in Ancaster. Contact info at dgugler@gmail.com

22 July (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise, RBG Nature Centre, $30. Pre-registration required. Explore Cootes 
Paradise while learning about restoration efforts.

28 July (Monday) 6:30 p.m. sharp! Dean & Fleur-Ange’s Wildflower Walks, This week: Lower Dundas Valley - Meet at Warren 
Park in Dundas. Contact info dgugler@gmail.com.

6 August (Wednesday) 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Exploring Cartwright Sanctuary. See HNC website or contact leader Warren 
Beacham at 905-627-3343 for info. Meet at the bottom of Wesley Avenue.

8 August (Friday) 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. RBG - Cootes Paradise by Moonlight (Moonlight Series) at RBG Nature Centre. $65. Pre-
registration required. BBQ, then experience canoeing in Cootes Paradise by moonlight.

9 August (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. Visit & Hike at Crieff Hills Centre. We will be joining geologist Bob Geddes who will facilitate 
hikes along the trails in Crieff Hills where we can observe flora and fauna and wonderful views of the local geology. Brown bag 
or picnic lunch is recommended if you stay past noon. Take Hwy 6 north to Concession #1 Puslinch. Turn left and go to #7098 
Concession 1. See website or contact Crieff Hills 1-800-884-1525 for more info.

10 August (Sunday) 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. RBG - An Enchanted Evening at RBG Nature Centre. $12 (Family rate $30). Pre-registration 
required. Fairy stories and folklore around the campfire, and a candle-lit walk.

13 August (Wednesday) 6:00 p.m. Summer Evening Walk Along Beach Trail at Confederation Park.  Meet Angie and Gord McNulty 
at Lakeland Centre (The Lakeview) in Confederation Park north of Hutch’s Restaurant. Directions: Exit the QEW Niagara at Centennial 
Parkway. Turn left at the lights. Turn left at the stop sign on to Van Wagners Road and you’ll see the Lakeland Centre on your right 
in about one kilometre. See HNC website or contact leaders Gord and Angie McNulty at 905-525-9927 or gmcnulty21@gmail.com.

16 August (Saturday) 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. RBG - Earth Art and Geo Quest. $12 (Family rate $30). Pre-registration required. Using 
our GPS units, have an RBG adventure through the Earth Art installations. A high-tech treasure hunt (suitable for children 5 and older).

16 August (Saturday) 8:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. Night Out Under the Stars with the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers. Bring a blanket 
or lawn chair and come to the Binbrook Conservation Area to enjoy viewing the Perseid Meteors and other celestial objects. 
Binbrook Conservation Area is at 5050 Harrison Rd., Binbrook. For details see HNC website or contact Mario Carr 905-333-1365 or 
mariocarr@cogeco.ca or Jim Walmsley at 905-627-4323. HAA website is www.amateurastronomy.org.

27 August (Wednesday) 6:00 p.m. - 8:30. Hamilton Cemetery Walk and Talk. Join Jean Stollard on a walk at the Hamilton 
Cemetery. This historical cemetery holds a delightful and informative history of Hamilton as well as housing very old trees of 
Hamilton.  There will also be an opportunity to spot some feathered friends. Meet in the parking lot of Dundurn Castle just across 
the road.  Contact Jean Stollard 905-634-3538 or jjstollard@sympatico.ca
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Moth Night at the Hyde Tract - HNC Hike Report
by Bill Lamond - photos by Bonnie Kinder

It turned out to be a very good night for moths at the Hyde 
Tract Moth Outing on 27 June. There were 11 participants 

including myself which is a lot more than usually attends these 
late-night get-togethers. But this is really the only way you can 

see moths. And there are lots of moths in our area of Ontario. 
Perhaps as many as 2,000 species to see in our area. We had a 
very good selection of moths come to our bedsheet strung up in 
front of a mercury vapour lamp that we set up in the north end 
of this crown land forest on Safari Road. We probably had at least 
60 different species come to the sheet of several different families 

of moths. Fortunately Ken Stead was there to help us identify 
the very small moths (known as micros) as he is an expert in 
identifying this difficult group. And he should know how to 
identify them as he has discovered about 55 new “micro” species 
for Ontario/Canada at his property in Port Franks. 
But not all of the species we saw were micros. Far from it. We 
had several large moths come to the light including five species 
of sphinx moth. Other large notables were two Io Moths, lovely 

moths from the silkworm family which are of regular occurrence 
at this forest. We also saw about 15 species of Noctuids (cutworms) 

some of which are quite lovely such as Beautiful Wood Nymph 
and Green Leucnycta. We recorded about six species of  Arctiids 
(Tiger Moths) including the lovely Confused Haploa and the 
Isabella Tiger Moth. Participants were treated to a parade of 
new moth species that seemed to come into the sheet every 2-3 
minutes and it was a thrill to watch the photographers jockey for

 

position, to grab a photo of the newest arrival. And for a change, 
the mosquitoes were hardly in evidence; a few at the beginning 
of the night but very few soon after. Unfortunately we heard no 
Whip-poor-wills on this night. We have heard this species on the 
past two outings here but it does appear that this species may 

no longer be a breeding bird in the HSA. Sad indeed but we can 
hope that some day they may breed again as there is still suitable 
habitat. All in all, a fine night and the real highlight for me was 
when we turned off the light to take the sheet down. I could 
soon see the stars through the broken forest canopy and I could 
see several bright ones flashing and moving - a large number of 
fireflies all around which made for a spectacular sight.

Left, Orange-Barred Carpet; right, Small Engrailed. 

Left, Plume Moth species mating; right, Hickory Tussock Moth.

Clockwise, from top left, Beautiful Wood Nymph, Io Moth, LeConte’s 
Haploa, Sharp-lined Yellow.

Clockwise, from top left, Brown Bark Carpet, Green Leuconycta, Crowned 
Phlyctaenia, Virginia Creeper Sphinx. 

Left, Walnut Caterpillar Moth; right, Purple Plagodis.

Left, Pawpaw Sphinx; right, Spiny Oak-Slug Moth.
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Red-necked Grebes have nested   
annually in the Hamilton area 

since 1994, usually in Bronte Har-
bour. This is a real breeding outlier 
from its normal prairie breeding 
range. However, this is not unprec-
edented as this species nested suc-
cessfully at the head of the lake 
on the north shore between Bur-
lington and Lorne Park between 
1943-1958.  The photos on this page 
document the nesting of four pairs 
of Red-necked Grebes in Oakville/
Burlington  in 2014. 
Clockwise from top left; 29 June, 
Bronte Harbour nest- photo Gavin 
Edmondstone; 25 June, Bronte 
Harbour nest - photo Gavin Ed-
mondstone; 3 July, Bronte Creek 
nest near former site of Dr Brown’s 
cottage - photo Gavin Edmond-
stone; 23 June, Bronte Harbour nest 
- photo Bonnie Kinder; 23 June, 
Bronte Harbour nest - photo Bon-
nie Kinder; 11 June, Burloak Water-
front Park nest - photo Joanne Red-
wood; 18 June, Bronte Harbour nest 
- photo Joanne Redwood; 29 June, 
Bronte Marsh nest - photo Gavin 
Edmondstone.
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Diminishing Lands - The Livingston Woodlot Story
by Bruce Mackenzie

Grimsby and Stoney Creek have a rich history of tender fruit 
production as do all of the lands on the Lake Ontario Plain 

in the Niagara Peninsula. This specialized agriculture has been 
ongoing in these specialized soils and microclimate for over 200 
years. Only a small amount of the original forest was spared the 
axe and plough as farmers put in peaches, cherries and other 
tender fruits. Today we see alternations to this pattern to either 
vineyards or urban sprawl.

Today in Grimsby we find just 1% 
of the land below the Escarpment 
on the Lake Ontario Plain in 
woodlots. There are six woodlots 
here that have never been cleared 
for agriculture and range in size 
from 1 to 11 hectares.
In Hamilton, including Stoney 
Creek, there are only two small 
woodlots where the land has not 
been ploughed, one to the west 
of the Fifty Point Marina and one 
at Trillium Ave and the North 
Service Rd. These two woodlots 
are small, have been highly 
disturbed, and the one at Trillium 
Rd is facing removal overtime by the sheer erosional powers of 
Lake Ontario. The main woodlot in the Fifty Point Conservation 
Area, to the east of the marina, sits right on the boundary line 
between the Town of Grimsby and the City of Hamilton.  

These woodlots all face pressures from one direction or another, 
whether it is from lake shore erosion, poor stewardship or 
deterioration by invasive plants. Today we find it very important 
to place as much effort as possible in protecting the few natural 
areas that remain in this every growing urban environment. These 
woodlots have been spared the saws of past farmers through 

good husbandry but now the bulldozers of parties hungry for 
green fields threatens our few remaining natural areas. Will being 
situated in the Protected Countryside of the Greenbelt Plan be 
enough to protect them?
The historic scene in the black and white photo accompanying 
this article is of a woodlot long gone. This one was lost to the 
natural erosion of the shores of Lake Ontario over the last 

century. If you were to stand 
at   the mouth of Fifty Creek 
today and look towards the lake 
and imagine yourself  114 years 
ago you would still be looking 
towards the Lake but this scene 
would have been between you 
and the lakeshore.  A marsh and 
a woodlot dominated by White 
Pines, gone long ago. 

Today the largest remaining 
woodlot in Grimsby is being 
threatened by the proposed road 
extension of Livingston Ave by 
the Region of Niagara. This road 
extension would bisect the 11 
hectare woodlot. I am presently 

carrying out a survey of the remaining woodlots in Grimsby 
and Stoney Creek for a future article in the Wood Duck. By 
coincidence the Region of Niagara has published a notice for an 
upcoming Environmental Assessment for this road extension. I 
am working with the owner of this privately owned woodlot to 
protect it from this huge threat. Attached is a letter that I have 
distributed to Regional staff, area politicians and the Greenbelt. 
It illustrates the kind of affront that is facing our limited natural 
areas. Public Information Centres are to be scheduled by the 
Region. Once the dates are known a notice will be sent out by the 
Club and it is hoped that many Club members will attend. 

May 12, 2014
Mr. Cam Milne C.E.T.
Project Manager Transportation Engineering
Niagara Region
2201 St. David’s Rd.
Thorold, Ont.
L2V 4T7

Dear Mr. Milne,

I am writing in regards to the recent announcement on the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment for Livingston Ave. Regional 
Rd 512 extension and I wish to share with you a number of concerns.

The study area shown in your announcement does not deal with lands north of the proposed road. On the lands north of the proposed 
road and east of Hunter Rd. lies the largest woodlot remaining in the Town of Grimsby on the Lake Ontario Plain, lands below the 
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Escarpment. Through this woodlot is a watercourse that is identified by the Region as providing fish habitat. This watercourse crosses 
the proposed road.

The proposed road cuts through this woodlot and it would leave 1/5 of the woodlot on the south side of the road. 

This woodlot is shown as Environmental Conservation Area (Significant Woodland) in the Official Plan for the Region of Niagara. 
This Plan, specifically Section 7, clearly describes requirements in dealing with this type of area. Section 7.B.1 shows 6 possible 
qualifiers for a woodlot to meet the status of Significant Woodlot if one qualifier is met. This woodlot matches at least five of the six. 
The trees in this woodlot include the largest and oldest trees in the above mentioned woodlots. The diversity in this woodlot is greater 
than what is found in the other woodlots in Grimsby.

Placing a road of any size in this woodlot will cause significant harm to its ecological features and viability. To date it has been affected 
little by invasive species and it has a low amount of ash trees. The pending threat of Emerald Ash Borer will have little effect on this 
woodlot. A road bisecting it will open this woodlot to numerous threats. Rather than threatening this woodlot the Region should be 
looking at how to protect it.

This 11 hectare woodlot is one of only five woodlots over a hectare in size that are situated on the Lake Ontario Plain in Grimsby that 
are found on lands that have never been cleared for agriculture. The other four woodlots with a similar description are located at:

•	 438 Main St. W. (Privately owned)  2.1 hectares

•	 591 Main St. W., (Privately owned) 5.3 hectares

•	 Winona Rifle Range on Winston Rd. (owned by the Department of National Defense) 7.5 hectares

•	 Fifty Point Conservation Area – Winston Rd. (half of this woodlot is in the City of Hamilton) 3.5 hectares

The above 5 woodlots combined only represent approximately 1% of the land area in Grimsby on the Lake Ontario Plain.

Woodlots in Niagara on the Lake Ontario Plain that have not been previously cleared for agriculture or for other uses are highly 
significant in that they contain tree and flora species and their genotypes that reflect the species of the original forest. These woodlots 
are also significant to wildlife in the area as they present some of the few areas available to them and are quite important to the 
migrating birds that enter and exit Ontario each year as stop over places for feeding and resting as they travel around the Great Lakes 
or stop along their shores. The soils in these woodlots also preserve the original soil structure and its characteristics and related life 
forms. Our remaining woodlots are living museums that cannot be replaced and the community is fortunate that the present owners 
and previous owners have allowed them to essentially remain intact.

In addition to the woodlot on the east side of Hunter Rd. the proposed road also touches the previous mentioned woodlot at 438 Main 
St W. and an additional 4.3 hectares of successional forests to the west of Hunter Rd. The close proximity of these regenerating areas 
to the larger woodlot needs to be considered when measuring the ecological significance of this area.  

In further regards to the stream, the culvert under the CNR line to the north of the present study area seems small and not designed 
to accommodate much greater flows that might be generated by any substantial hard surfacing of lands to the south of the line. The 
capacity of this culvert would need to be studied. 

Previously I have asked for consideration by the Region to improve the surface on Main St. West in the west end of Grimsby and to 
include bike lanes. No work in recent memory has been seen on this deteriorating road and it was indicated to me that the budget 
does not allow yet for such improvements. I ask why the Region would consider creating an extension to Regional Rd # 512 at great 
cost when the Region has not found the way to improve Main St. W. which is also a regional road.  It is ironic that the least maintained 
section of Main St. W is the section in your present study area.

By extending Livingston Ave the Region will only duplicate the function of Main St W. and at a much greater capital and maintenance 
cost for the Region.  The possible future intersection of Oaks Rd., Livingston and Main St. W would need to be very complicated in 
design and high in cost and considering the amount of traffic presently in this area I cannot see how the cost would be justified. Not 
only will an extension of Livingston simply duplicate what Main St. W. does it will also duplicate what the North Service Rd. and the 
QEW already do. Considering how service roads are designed and do not have residential addresses on them serious consideration 
in your Environmental Assessment needs to be directed to the roll of the South Service Rd.
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Your study is taking place in what is shown as Protected Country Side in the Greenbelt Plan. How does the possible development of 
this road extension align itself with the Greenbelt Plan? The few developable lands to the west of Casablanca Blvd. do not seem to 
warrant additional roads. 

In the Public Notice it is noted that The Town of Grimsby carried out a Transportation Study Plan in 1995 and in it an extension 
of Livingston Ave was shown as part of a roadway improvement plan for the Town. This study was carried out 10 years before 
the Greenbelt Plan (2005) was put into place. The circumstances concerning a need for extending Livingston in 1995 would be 
dramatically different when measured with the zoning placed on lands by the Greenbelt Plan.    

Extending Livingston Rd into the Greenbelt Protected Country Side appears to not be in alignment with the Provincial Planning 
guidelines to build from within and not out into nondeveloped properties.

Could you please inform me by return mail or email why the land to the north of the study area up to and including the South Service 
Rd and west to Oaks Rd cannot be included in the study area? I ask that these lands be included?  I believe Section 7.B.1.11  of the 
Official Plan dealing with significant natural areas in the Greenbelt Plan provides suitable direction to enlarge the study area to the 
north. Considering the importance of the South Service Rd to traffic in the area and its proximity to the study area it should be 
included in the study area as well.

Where any landowners adjacent to this study area directly contacted by your office and if so what was the area of contact?

I would like to thank you in advance for your attention to these matters. Please place my name and contact information on your 
contact list for information about the upcoming PIC’s. 

Yours sincerely,

Bruce Mackenzie
20 Hillview Dr.
Grimsby, Ont.
L3M 4E5
katina@sympatico.ca

Cc: Mayor B. Bentley, Town of Grimsby
      Councillor D. Zimmerman, Regional Councillor for 
Grimsby 
      Alderman C. Mullins, Town of Grimsby
      Alderman N. DiFlavio, Town of Grimsby
      Mr. D. Sinke, AMEC Environment and Infrastructure
      Ms. Cathie Best, Regional Clerk, Region of Niagara
      Mr. T. D’Amario, CAO, Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority
      Mr B. Mausberg, CAO, Greenbelt Plan
      Ms. M.L. Tanner, Director of Planning, Region of 
Niagara        
      Mr. M Seaman, Town of Grimsby, Director of 
Planning

Two sentinels in the 11 hectare Livingston woodlot. 28 February 2004 - photo 
Bruce Mackenzie.
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Sweetwater Bobcat - A Photo Essay
by William (Bill) Smith

One of the highlights of my 
winter visits to Arizona is a trip to 
Sweetwater Canyon, near Tucson. 
With luck a local Bobcat will be 
hunting at the roadside. The prey is 
mice and lizards. The fun is when it 
is a Horned Lizard. They are slightly 
toxic. Lizards are swallowed whole 
and the cat starts to stagger from 
the intoxication. Shortly after 
eating, the cat lies down and sleeps 
it off. After napping, the hunt 
resumes and the bobcat seems no 
worse for the experience.    
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The Eileen & John Holland Nature Sanctuary – “NEW”
by Gord McNulty 

Sunny skies prevailed for the Official Opening on May 30 of 
the 37-acres (15 hectares) Eileen and John Holland Nature 

Sanctuary, the first major land donation to the Cootes to 
Escarpment EcoPark System.

The property, on Old York Road in the Grindstone Creek valley 
near Cootes Paradise and the RBG, was generously donated by 
the Holland family, which operated a car dealership in the west 
end of Burlington for more than four decades.  John Holland, 
who was among the dignitaries who spoke at the ceremony, said 
he was thrilled to see the sanctuary open in memory of his wife, 
Eileen. He described it as a unique and beautiful property, one 
that he was proud to share with area residents.

David Galbraith, head of science for the RBG, said the Cootes 
to Escarpment EcoPark System “is a way of approaching open 
spaces and natural lands that transcends the way we look 
at boundaries.”  He added that donations such as this add a 
significant puzzle piece to this large, urban park for the benefit 
of people and wildlife.

The Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark  focuses not just on the 

land and nature but on the impact of preserving land within 
an urban environment.   Nine local government and non-profit 
organizations, including the HNC, are working to advance the 
plan, covering 4,700 acres (1,900 hectares) of natural lands on the 
Burlington-Hamilton border area.  The partners  share  a vision 
that it will be known internationally as a permanent, protected 
and connected natural-lands sanctuary from the Harbour to the 
Escarpment, promoting  ecosystem and human  health within 
Ontario’s Greenbelt.

Many groups are showing support for the Cootes to Escarpment 
EcoPark, including the provincial government through MPP Ted 
McMeekin and the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation.  

John Holland spoke at the official opening of the Eileen & John Holland  
Nature Sanctuary, 30 May 2014 - photo Gord McNulty.

From left to right, Burlington Mayor Rick Goldring, MPP Ted McMeekin, 
David Galbraith, head of sciences at RBG, at the newly named Eileen & 

John Holland Nature Sanctuary - photo Gord McNulty.

Brenda Axon of Conservation Halton led a walk in the nature sanctuary 
after the official opening ceremonies - photo Gord McNulty.

Jen Baker, left, HNC Land Trust Coordinator, led a 
walk during the official opening of the Eileen & John 

Holland Nature Sanctuary - photo Gord McNulty. 
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The above sign has recently be erected at the York Road parking lot of the Royal Botanical Gardens on the 
north shore of Cootes Paradise. Last year another sign was in place listing four options for the parking lot, 
one of which was the outright closure. This sign did request feedback, although few Club members were 
aware of the issues at this parking lot. For many area naturalists, this parking lot has been a gateway into 
one of the finest nature sanctuaries, urban or otherwise, in Ontario. If you are at odds with this decision, 
contact the RBG and make them try to convince you that what they are doing is correct. Conversely, if you 
applaud this decision, I’m sure they would like to hear from you. There is no information provided on this 
sign to suggest how this decision was arrived at. Some have said that it is for security reasons because of 
frequent car break-ins and vandalism. It has been also mentioned that deer poaching problems weigh-in 
on this decision. However, the decision to petition the City to erect no parking signs along adjacent road 
areas seems to refute this. At any rate, a simple security camera mounted on a pole, whether working or not, 
would be enough to curb vandalism in this parking lot. The Hamilton Bird Protection Society (forerunner 
to today’s Hamilton Naturalists’ Club) was instrumental in getting Cootes Paradise declared a Crown Game 
Preserve in 1927. Our antecedents are responsible for Cootes Paradise being what it is today. Your HNC 
Board will be looking at this issue carefully and will consult with the RBG about this action. There may 
be strong differences of opinion on the HNC Board regarding this issue when it comes up for discussion. 
Nonetheless the Board will speak with one voice after this discussion. However, individual HNC members 
are of course free to express their concerns to the Royal Botanical Gardens, whatever they may feel about 
this. The RBG is the caretaker of this Sanctuary but the citizens of Ontario own it. This is your Sanctuary! 

This is Your Sanctuary! If You Do Not Like What is Happening, Speak Out!
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Northern Parula
Cootes Paradise,     
North Shore
18 May 2014
photo Allan McInnis

Eastern Meadowlark
Oak Park Road, 
Brantford
5 June 2014
photo Allan McInnis
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Grasshopper Sparrow
Grass Lake,
South Dumfries
23 June 2014
photo Janet Forjan-Freedman.

Sandhill Cranes
Grass Lake,
South Dumfries
27 June 2014
photo Janet Forjan-Freedman
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Eastern Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida)
by Gregor G. Beck and Kevin Kavanagh

Once widespread throughout eastern and south-central North 
America, the Eastern Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida), 

with its bold white spring bloom, is becoming an increasingly 
rare sight in nature. In the United States, this much loved tree is 
widely celebrated in spring with community dogwood festivals.  
It is recognized as the state flower of North Carolina, the state 
tree of Missouri and as both the state tree and flower of Virginia. 
Even within its restricted Canadian range, it has been adopted 
as the floral emblem of Norfolk County, Ontario in the heart of 
the Carolinian forest region. This understory forest tree ranges 
from southern New England, New York, Ontario and Michigan 
south to Florida and westward to eastern Texas and Oklahoma. 
There are also isolated populations known from Mexico which 
are described as Cornus florida subsp. urbiniana.

Despite its seeming preference for full to partial shade, the species 
also thrives in sunny, open locations. Its preferred soils are well 
drained, acidic and rich in organic matter. Flowering dogwood 
is associated with a diverse range of ecological communities, 
including mixed deciduous, oak-hickory, oak-pine forests, as 
well as open oak woodlands. 

Eastern Flowering Dogwood grows to a height of six to nine 
metres (20 to 30 feet), with some specimens reaching 12 metres 
(40 feet). Trunk diameter can reach 30 centimetres (one foot) 
near the base, but most specimens are smaller. The horizontal 
pattern of branching is not unlike candelabra. Young twigs are 
smooth with a green to purplish hue while the bark on older trees 
is blocky and rough like alligator skin. The simple, opposite leaves 
are seven to 15 centimetres (three to six inches) long and half that 
in width, turning bright red or reddish purple for an extended 
period in autumn. The overall impression is one of stateliness, 
and the University of Georgia’s Michael Dirr refers to it as the 
“aristocrat of small flowering trees.”

The spectacular spring show of flowers is produced just as its leaves 
– and the leaves of surrounding forest trees – emerge, adding to 
the dramatic effect. Each inflorescence consists of a crowded 
cluster of small, yellowish-green true flowers surrounded by 
four large white, or more rarely pink, petal-like bracts; the total 
inflorescence or bloom measures seven to 10 centimetres (three to 
four inches) across. Flower buds are set the prior year, so even in 
the depth of winter it is relatively simple to gauge how impressive 
the spring flowering will be. Small clusters of two to 10 bright red 
fruit (each 10 to 15 millimeters or half an inch in length) mature 
by early fall and are especially conspicuous in October. 

Cornus florida is a member of the dogwood family (Cornaceae) 
which includes familiar eastern North American dogwoods such 
as Roundleaf Dogwood (Cornus rugosa), featured in the winter 
2010 issue of The Blazing Star, Red-osier Dogwood (Cornus 
stolonifera), Gray Dogwood (Cornus racemosa) and Alternate-
leaved or Pagoda Dogwood (Cornus alternifolia). The fruit of 
dogwood species is important for wildlife. Many birds, including 

American Robin, Northern Cardinal, Ruffed Grouse and Wild 
Turkey are known to feed on dogwood fruit and, for many 
species, this provides essential nourishment for the demands 
of migration. Twigs are frequently browsed by deer, rabbits and 
rodents. 

Considered sensitive to disturbance, pollution, insects and 
disease at the best of times, the Eastern Flowering Dogwood 
is now suffering major population declines in many parts of 
its range from the introduction of the Dogwood Anthracnose 
fungus (Discula destructiva). The impact of this fungus can be 
dramatic, especially for trees growing in deep shade, with annual 
population declines in the Carolinian Region of southwestern 
Ontario estimated at seven to eight percent annually (Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources, 2010. Eastern Flowering Dogwood 
Recovery Strategy.). The species is listed as Endangered in the 
province. The decline of this showy white spring bloom in the 
eastern forests is obvious even to casual observers. Fortunately, 
trees in more open areas and along woodland edges fare better.

Cornus florida remains a highly desirable tree for the home 
garden, especially given its small size and adaptability to full sun 
or moderate shade. Flower buds are slightly less cold tolerant 
than the woody tissue so after severe winters flowering can be 
diminished even though the tree leafs out fully in spring.  Siting 
the tree where it gets more sun and better air circulation greatly 
diminishes the risk of anthracnose. This dogwood is hardy in 
USDA zones 5b-9 provided soil conditions are suitable.

With ongoing research into management options to help native 
dogwood populations, the spring ritual of dogwood festivals 
should continue for generations to come.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary Case Study 

The dramatic decline of Eastern Flowering Dogwood from 
anthracnose fungus has triggered strong interest from 

Eastern Flowering Dogwood in flower. The white petals are really 
modified leaves or bracts. The actual flowers are tiny and inconspicuous 

where the four bracts meet. Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary, 2013  
photo Gregor Beck.
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governmental agencies, horticulturists and conservation groups 
seeking to help recover the species. One such group is the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, a charitable non-governmental 
organization working in southern Ontario’s Carolinian Region. 
Beyond its nature and educational activities, the club owns five 
private reserves, including the 66-hectare (165- acre) Spooky 
Hollow Nature Sanctuary in Norfolk County – home to a 
relatively large population of Cornus florida.

The property comprises a diversity of habitats, including mixed 
older-growth forest, a cold-water stream and upland habitats. 
Much of it was reforested decades ago with conifers. For many 
years, club volunteers have been creating openings within the 
pine (Pinus spp.) plantations, with a goal of restoring more site-
appropriate oak-pine savanna habitat. 

Eastern Flowering Dogwood was well established historically 
throughout the property’s mature forests. The anthracnose toll 
has been mounting though, with the tell-tale signs of leaf die-
back, epicormic branching, general decline and eventual death. 
Happily, recent monitoring efforts have discovered a large, 
younger population amid the pine plantations and forest gaps of 
the sanctuary’s sandier north tract. Project ecologists are actively 
monitoring the health and reproductive status of over 1,400 
flowering dogwoods there. 

The reserve provides an excellent opportunity to evaluate the 
benefit of management techniques that may help recover the 
species. While monitoring and management efforts are still in the 
early years, it is clear that the dogwoods are faring far better in the 
sandy forest gaps created within the maturing pine plantations. 
The thinning of pines increases biological diversity, allows more 
light to reach the dogwoods and improves air circulation, key 

factors to help reduce the impact of anthracnose.

With the discovery of this larger than expected population, the 
HNC has stepped up its efforts, including expanding the savanna 
habitat, which should benefit multiple species at risk. The club is 
tackling invasive exotic species, notably Autumn Olive (Eleagnus 
umbellata), Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) and 
Multi-flora Rose (Rosa multiflora), to reduce competition with 
native species. In addition, a prescribed burn was conducted in 
parts of the sanctuary in late March 2012 to see if this technique 
is beneficial to flowering dogwood, as suggested by recovery 
experts. The goal was to reduce competition and decrease the 
anthracnose fungus in the duff layer. While some negative short-
term impacts were noted (e.g. direct tissue damage), the results 
were largely positive and, despite subsequent drought conditions 
in 2012, the population is responding well with continued healthy 
growth, flowering and fruiting. 

It is too early to say with certainty which management techniques 
are most successful, but the continued monitoring, volunteer 
efforts and recovery work will doubtless benefit Cornus florida 
and other native species. 

Gregor G. Beck is director of conservation science with Long 
Point Basin Land Trust and a consultant in environmental 
communications, conservation and wildlife research. Kevin 
Kavanagh is owner of South Coast Gardens and a consultant to 
conservation groups. Beck and Kavanagh are project ecologists for 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club.

Originally published in The Blazing Star, the quarterly publication 
of the North American Native Plant Society, www.nanps.org.   
Reprinted with permission.

Setting the prescribed burn, Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary, 2012 - photo Jen Baker.
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The following two pages have photos 
by HNC members from their trips to 
Point Pelee in May of 2014. The fact 
that several of these photos come from 
a photographer with the same last 
name as mine is purely coincidental.

Yellow-throated Warbler on east beach of Point Pelee south of Schuster 
Trail on 9 May - photo Sarah Lamond.

Western Kingbird flying off the Tip of Point Pelee on 11 May - photo 
Brandon Holden.

Louisiana Waterthrush at the south end of the Woodland Nature Trail, 
Point Pelee on 5 May - photo Sarah Lamond.

Indigo Bunting at Marsh Boardwalk parking lot on 8 May - photo Sarah 
Lamond.

Marsh Wren at Tip of Point Pelee on 3 May - photo Sarah Lamond.

Laughing Gull at Wheatley Harbour on 13 May - photo Kevin McLaughlin.
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Male Summer Tanager at Cactus Field at Point Pelee on 12 May  -  photo 
Kevin McLaughlin.

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher flying off the Tip of Point Pelee on 11 May - photo 
Sarah Lamond.

Wild Turkey toms walking the road near the Tip of Point Pelee on 15 May. You could certainly create some witty captions to this 
view - photo Brandon Holden.

Red-eyed Vireo at Point Pelee on 18 May - photo Kevin McLaughlin.

Female Blue Grosbeak off the Tip of Point Pelee on 6 May - photo 
Brandon Holden.
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Reprinted from Escarpment Views Winter 2013-14.
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Some Images From 
the Hamilton Odonata 
Count  Saturday 5 July 

2014

Some Images From 
the Hamilton Butterfly 
Count Sunday 6 July 

2014

Mustard White at Crieff Bog - photo 
Kevin McLaughlin. 

Banded Hairstreak on Maple Manor 
Road - photo Rhondda James.

Striped Hairstreak on Cooper Road  
photo Bill Lamond.

Appalachian Eyed-Brown, Crieff Bog - photo 
Kevin McLaughlin

Twelve-spotted Skimmer, Crieff Bog  
photo Kevin McLaughlin.

Baltimore, Hwy 5 at Spencer Creek - photo Barb 
Charlton.

Blue Dasher on Calfass Road - photo 
Kevin McLaughlin. 

Mocha Emerald, male - New for the HSA. Actually 
seen on 6 July at the Hyde Tract - photo Bill Lamond.

Brush-tipped Emerald, male, Crieff Bog  
photo Bill Lamond.

Rainbow Bluet, Puslinch Lake - photo Bonnie Kinder.
Spiny Baskettail, male, Puslinch Lake - photo 

Bonnie Kinder.

Calico Pennant, Puslinch Lake - photo 
Bonnie Kinder

Amber-winged Spreadwing, Puslinch Lake - 
photo Brenda Van Ryswyk.

Mulberry Wing, Crieff Bog - photo Ian Smith.

Great  Spangled Fritillary, Crieff Bog - photo 
Brian Wylie.

Crossline Skipper, male, Westover area 
photo Matt Mills.
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Urquhart Butterfly 
          Garden  S u m m e r  S e r i e S  2 0 1 4

July 19 - 11 a.m.
Butterfly gardening for everyone -  from backyards to balconies

July 26 - 11 a.m.
Insect lives and loves – find out about the insects around you 

August 9 - 11 a.m.
Dragonflies and their Kin

August 23 - 11 a.m.
A Bee or not a Bee? learn about the thousands of bee species in our environment 

septemBer 6 - 11 a.m. 
plant & Herb lore and Bird Calling

The Summer Education Series is Funded by the Dougher 
Fund of the Hamilton Community Foundation.

We are grateful for the support 
of the Conservers Society of 

Hamilton and District

Free Public Workshops held at the Beautiful Urquhart Butterfly 
Garden in Dundas, Saturdays  July 19 to September 13

The Urquhart Butterfly Garden (UBG) is located in
Centennial Park at the corner of Cootes Drive and East 
Street, and is conveniently accessible by bus or bike. 
Parking is available off King Street East.

All workshops are rain or shine. In case of rain we will
convene in the Hamilton Airforce Club, adjacent to the garden.

For more information about these workshops, detailed directions to the garden, or for beautiful photography, please visit:

urquhartbutterfly.com 

Free Guided Butterfly & Bird identification Walks:
every seConD sAturDAy at 11 a.m. | August 2, 16, 30 and septemBer 13
                        (walks cancelled if it rains)

All workshops are led by experts in their field. 
The workshops are approximately one hour 
in duration but the presenter will be available 
afterwards for those who want to linger.

Free Public Workshops:
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On July 19th at 11am at the Urquhart Butterfly Garden, Dundas, Matt Mills will be discussing 
Butterfly Gardening for Everyone: from Backyards to Balconies.

Matt has been interested in butterflies and their habits for almost 20 years, and has a great deal of knowledge about 
gardening for butterflies.  He specializes in the use of native pl;ants to attract pollinators but will also discuss valuable 
cultivated varieties.

“No space is too small for butterfly gardening – provided it gets some afternoon sun” said Matt. “Not everyone has the 
space to grow a garden of native plants and shrubs, but there are many compact annuals which are highly attractive 
to butterflies and can be grown in containers and window boxes.” He continued,  “However, it is important to be very 
selective because some flowers smell and look terrific but do not provide the nectar which pollinators require”.

Get the scoop on butterfly gardening from an expert on Saturday July 19th, 11 a.m., at the Urquhart Butterfly Garden, 
Dundas.

Butterflies need all the help we can give them.

For more details visit http//urquhartbutterfly.com or contact at urquhartbutterfly@gmail.com

The Summer Series 2014 has been made possible by a grant from the  Dougher Fund of the Hamilton Community 
Foundation

Media Contact: Joanna Chapman. jchapman@295.ca. 905-627-8917

                                               

Urquhart Butterfly Garden Summer Series 2014
Every Saturday morning from 11 a.m. to 12 noon, starting on July 19th, and continuing  throughout the summer, the 
Urquhart Butterfly Garden in Dundas will hold a series of Workshops and Guided Walks. The July 19th kick-off 
workshop is called Butterfly Gardening for Everyone: from Backyards to Balconies (see below).

The Workshop topics include: Butterfly Gardening; Insects; Dragonflies; Ontario Bees; and Plant Lore. Each session will 
be led by an experienced naturalist who will discuss the subject and draw from examples in the garden. A similar series 
was held last summer; it has been  expanded in response to requests from participants.

“With the large number of pollinators that visit, the Urquhart Butterfly Garden is an ideal teaching site for deepening the 
public’s appreciation of the vital role these creatures play in our lives,” said Coordinator Joanna Chapman. “We hope  this 
appreciation will contribute to the spread of natural gardening practices that can help the Monarch and other pollinators  
survive the onslaught of chemicals and destruction of habitat.”

Starting on August 2nd Matt Mills will be returning to the Garden  to resume his popular series of guided walks, 
interpreting the wide range of birds and butterflies that call the Urquhart Butterfly Garden home for the summer.
   
“Matt has made sightings in the garden that were firsts for Ontario. He is a fabulous educator and we’re delighted that he 
will be leading walks through the garden again this year,” said Chapman.  “It’s a great opportunity for local residents to 
get to know the rich diversity of life we have here in Dundas and the Hamilton area”

For more details about the of the UBG Summer Series, visit http://urquhartbutterfly.com, or contact at 
urquhartbutterfly@gmail.com
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Renew Your Membership!
“A reminder to all members that our membership year runs from September 

1st through August 31st each year. For those of you who have provided us 
with your email address, please watch for your Membership Renewal Notice 
in your email in July/August. Or you may prefer to add a reminder notice to 

your own calendar so you are notified that way when renewals are due. If we 
can save the cost of mailing out reminders, which is now very expensive with 

the latest Canada Post increases, then we can put that money towards our 
critical conservation purposes. Your cooperation with this move to electronic 

reminders would be greatly appreciated by your Board.”

   Affix Label Here

40048074
Return undeliverable Canadian  Addresses to:  
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
Westdale P.O. Box 89052
Hamilton, ON  L8S 4R5

 

This Raccoon sure looks pretty content and well-fed. Raccoons certainly have a love-hate relationship with many urbanites and 
naturalists too. Of course they are legendary for getting into garbage in urban areas and helping themselves to our fruit and garden 

vegetables. Many naturalists despise them for their destruction of bird nests and turtle eggs but that is natures’ way. In reality, they are 
amazing creatures and I think our landscapes, both urban and natural, would be much the poorer in their absence. This individual was 

photographed in the Pleasantview area of Dundas on 1 July 2014 - photo Peter Hurrell. 


