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Editor’s Notes........
This is the second issue of  Wood Duck “In the Summer”  or the Summer Wood Duck. This is strictly an on-line edition. 
There is so much more that I can do with an on-line edition as the length is not pre-determined, and I can go all-colour 
which is great for photographs. The unlimited length allows me to publish articles that I would not be able to put in the 
mail-out issue. Not that these are articles are second-rate. Far from it. There are certain articles that have to be included 
in each Wood Duck such as NBR, BSG meeting summaries, monthly meeting write-ups, Land Trust articles and happen-
ings, Count summaries, monthly features, etc. And of course I like to include articles that are relevant to the Hamilton 
area. There is a limited amount of space! For the Wood Duck “In the Summer”, anything goes. 
In this “summer” issue we have a large variety of articles. Top of the list is a summary of the Opening Celebration of our 
new Vinemount Meadows Sanctuary. Certainly a momentous occasion for our Club. Also included is lots of informa-
tion about the three nesting pairs of Peregrine Falcons in the Hamilton area, a few hike summaries, several personal 
accounts from members, and lots of photos. 
I hope you like this issue. Please feel free to submit any criticism about the Wood Duck. Don’t forget to send me your 
articles and photos for the September Wood Duck which I will need by 5 August. Thanks. Enjoy the summer!

The Delta-spotted Spiketail is the most common of the three spiketail species that are found in the Hamilton area. Despite that, it is still quite 
uncommon and still a treat to find. It is a fantastic looking dragonfly. This individual was found at Shade’s  Mill C.A. just east of Cambridge on 

6 June 2015 - photo Norm MacLeod.
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Northeast Brazil 
by George Sims

This winter, Joan and I enjoyed our second bird-watching tour 
in Brazil with Bret Whitney and Marcello Padua of Field 

Guides. In a little over three weeks, we enjoyed meeting 460 bird 
species and of these, 97 were endemics.
We first encountered Bret in Dan Koeppel’s book To see Every 
Bird on Earth. In chapter 8, Dan quotes: “Bret is a superstar. 
He’s a reservoir of information and ideas unparallelled in the 
ornithological world”.  

In 2012 we visited southeast Brazil, and this past winter, 2015, 
we journeyed through northeast Brazil. We have seen most of 
the highlights of the remnants of the Atlantic forest and learned 
much about the role of habitat in the life of a bird. So many times 
we have heard that ‘this species” does not cross “this river”. In 
the Atlantic forest, there are so many species that are bound to 
diminishing spaces. In the next paragraphs, I hope to give you an 
impression of our recent Brazilian birding trip. 

One trip day, January 17, our group of 14 including guides, awoke 
at 3 a.m., boarded four wheel drive pick-up trucks, and drove off 
into the dark to arrive at the Murici Reserve at sunrise. This was a 
trek to see one of the world’s most “at risk” species – the Alagoas 
Antwren. A recent search of all known habitat patches had turned 
up only four birds remaining. Before we hiked into the woods, on 
a distant tree top we found a White-collared Kite, a raptor also 

listed as critically 
e n d a n g e r e d . 
After good 
looks, we walked 
through the field 
and into the 
bush. We walked 
a few kilometres 
before coming to 
the trail’s end at a deserted mill site. Here we waited and sure 
enough it was not long before Bret heard our bird. That morning, 
we saw all four known Alagoas Antwrens and possibly a fifth. It 
was a thrilling experience. 
On the 31st we awoke to the promise of a possible 100 bird species. 
This was our first day in Boa Nova National Park, established in 
2010. It is hoped that with this designation and with visits like ours, 
there will be sufficient habitat protection to allow the many birds 
found here to continue their existence. We concluded this day, 
after a very long late afternoon walk back into the park, with five 
minutes of very close-up flashlight views of a Giant Snipe. This was 
the 123rd bird species of the day and we had heard a further 24.  
The next morning, we again woke early (before dawn of course) 
to find the Bahia Tyrannulet. This tyrannulet is endemic to the 
province of Bahia and is listed as endangered because its habitat 
is being steadily eroded. We drove to a trail-head in Boa Nova 

National Park. From here, we proceeded to hike slowly up a long 
hill on an untended path. Finally after crossing over and under 
a number of fallen trees, we reached a more open area near the 
crown of the hill. It was in this area that we enjoyed great looks at 
the Bahia Tyrannulet. Later in the afternoon, we drove to an area 
where there was an extensive trail through wild cactus. It was 
here that we found the flashy Ruby-topaz Hummingbird.
Many of our days were travel days. This is necessary due to the 
fragmented nature of the Atlantic forest. So, for example on 
the 22nd, our large private bus journeyed over 200 kilometres. 
Despite the travel and some rain that day, we did see an Ash-

Above; Ruby-topaz Hummingbird, 1 February 2015, Boa Nova National 
Park in Bahia. Below; Short-tailed Anthrush, 19 January 2015, Serra de 

Baturite, Ceara, Brazil.

Yellow-breasted Flycatcher, 19 January 2015, Serra de Baturite, Ceara, Brazil.

George and Joan Sims at Iguazu Falls, 4 
December 2012, Brazil.
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throated Casiornis – an endemic, a Stripe-backed Antbird and a 
Cinnamon Tanager along with 77 other bird species. On another 
travel day, we stopped at a small cocoa plantation to try a second 
time for the Pink-legged Graveteiro, a Brazilian endemic, first 
described in 1996 by Bret and two of his colleagues (Graveteiro 
means gatherer of twigs). It is a tree-top species and after much 
neck straining, we finally found two Pink-legged Graveteiros. 
Most of us had the satisfaction of seeing the four pink legs. 

Besides the picture of the Ruby-topaz Hummingbird, I have 
included one of our amazing views of a Short-tailed Antthrush; 
a special picture of a Yellow-breasted Flycatcher on her nest; an 

Araripe Manakin – an endemic and an example from a favourite 
bird group; a Spix’s Spinetail (difficult to photograph); and a 
Pygmy Nightjar, another endemic that I actually found resting 
in the daytime. 

Although our trip was primarily focussed on birds, we did stop 
of course for mammals such as the White-headed Marmoset 
(Callithrix jacchus geoffroyi), endemic to Brazil. Also included is 
a picture of an endemic Passion Flower, which I found, Passiflora 
rhamnifolia. 

For a more detailed description of our trip you can see Bret’s 
triplist at http://fieldguides.com/triplists/neb15.html 

For more of my pictures from this trip, you can see my 
“North-east Brazil” album at https://www.flickr.com/photos/
joanandgeorge/sets/72157650844331486.

All photographs by George Sims.

Above; The critically endangered Araripe Manakin, 21 January 2015, 
Chapada do Araripe in southern Ceara, Brazil. Below; Spix’s Spinetail, 27 

January 2015, Chapada Diamantina National Park, Bahia, Brazil.

Pygmy Nightjar in a remnant patch of Caatinga near the city of Petrolina 
in Pernambuco, Brazil, 23 January 2015.

White-headed Marmoset - Callithrix jacchus geoffroyi, 1 February 2015, 
Boa Nova National Park, Bahia, Brazil.

Passion Flower, 27 January 2015, Chapada Diamantina National Park, 
Bahia, Brazil.
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The Opening of the Vinemount Meadows Sanctuary
by Gord McNulty

The Opening Celebration of the Vinemount Meadows 
Sanctuary on June 11 was a great success, with a good 

turnout.  Special thanks to HNC Publicity Director Bruce 
Mackenzie, who played a key role in establishing the new 
sanctuary on Stoney Creek Mountain and hosted the event.   
The sanctuary was created in partnership with Waterford Sand 
and Gravel Ltd., operators of the Vinemount Quarry on the 
south side of the Dofasco Trail. Bruce, together with Land Trust 
Program Co-ordinator Jen Baker and 
Sanctuary Director Warren Beacham, 
are looking forward to protecting 65 
acres of conservation lands through 
a unique lease agreement. The HNC 
will manage the property in a 24-
year lease for a nominal sum, with 
Waterford supplying $20,000 in 
services and materials to assist the 
HNC with habitat improvements on 
the property on the 10th Road East.

Representatives of Waterford Sand 
and Gravel, along with Ward 
11 Councillor Brenda Johnson,   
attended the celebration. Visitors 
enjoyed a bus tour of the quarry and were delighted to spot three 
baby peregrines nesting on the quarry’s west wall, in what Bruce 

described as “basically the same place” where three baby falcons 
nested last year.   A raven’s nest and a fox were also spotted.   
Adjacent to the Vinemount South Swamp, the City of Hamilton’s 
87-Acre Park and the Dofasco Trail, the area is well known for 
excellent birding opportunities.  Nesting birds include Upland 
Sandpiper, Short-eared Owl, Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, 
Peregrine Falcon, Common and very occasionally Short-eared 
Owl. The sanctuary provides valuable meadow habitat for many 

butterflies and pollinators.

The sanctuary will be the seventh 
to be owned or administrated by 
the HNC.  Ed Lamb, director of 
operations for Waterford, said the 
company hopes to attract more 
avian inhabitants at the quarry.  He 
described the sanctuary as “a natural 
fit” for Waterford. Ted Wigdor, chief 
executive officer of the Ontario 
Stone, Sand and Gravel Association, 
commended Waterford’s excellent 
reputation for community 
involvement.  He said the sanctuary 
shows how aggregate companies 

can work with communities and make environmental and 
rehabilitation issues a priority.   

From left; Bruce Mackenzie of the HNC, Bill Kester of Waterford sand & gravel Ltd., Councillor Brenda Johnson, Ted Wigden of the Ontario Sand, Stone 
and Gravel Association, 11 June 2015 - photo Gord McNulty.

Sign at Vinemount Meadows Sanctuary - photo Gord McNulty.
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Clockwise from top left. 1) The opening celebration of the Vinemount Meadows Sanctuary attracts a good crowd. 2) HNC Land Trust Co-ordinator 
Jen Baker with a seed ball at the opening celebration of the Vinemount Meadows Sanctuary. 3) The Vinemount Quarry is kept dry by pumping. It has 
enough storage capacity to accommodate overflow from nearby Forty Mile Creek. 4) Forty Mile Creek flows through the City of Hamilton-owned 87 

Acre Park, adjacent to Vinemount Meadows Sanctuary. All photos 11 June 2015 by Gord McNulty. 

Hamilton Falconwatch: When Two Becomes Four 
by Erica Lagios - Hamilton Falconwatch Senior Monitor 

If you have passed by the Sheraton Hotel in Jackson Square 
recently then you may have seen the commotion or heard the 

noise coming from the 18th storey ledge. The kind of commotion 
that could only be caused by hungry Peregrine falcon chicks 
begging for their next meal. Our new pair Ossie and Lily have 
done what six other pairs of falcons have achieved over the past 
20 years - successfully hatched young! 

The first egg appeared on April 7 and by April 14 we had confirmed 
three eggs. The nest scrape was hidden by the overhang of the 
ledge, which had us all betting on exactly how many eggs there 
were. On May 15 we saw signs of the first chick and the following 
day we were able to confirm two chicks. Although we hoped for 
three and maybe even four, we were all delighted to welcome two 

youngsters to Hamilton. 

Banding day took place on June 4, 
where the chicks were delicately 
taken from the nest by experienced 
climber John Millar and safety 
man Chris Phinney. They were 
brought inside the Sheraton to 
receive their government-issue 
stainless steel identification band, 
and their black and white engraved 
personal band. Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources biologist and 
bander Anne Yagi found the pair to 

Erica Lagios and friend, 7 April 
2014 - selfie.
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be feisty and big! Both weighed in as females and were christened 
McMaster and Barton. During banding Ossie and Lily were 
undoubtedly upset but stayed clear of the activity, likely due to 
their unfamiliarity with the banding process – unlike Madame X 
who as a veteran was a force to be reckoned with! 

We don’t know if Ossie and Lily have ever successfully nested in the 
past, but they showed themselves to be diligent parents, bringing in 
meal after meal thus allowing the chicks to grow like weeds. Now 
the chicks enter that critical stage where excellent parenting can no 
longer help them and human intervention may be necessary. That 
is the fledging stage, where first flights mean taking the leap over 
King Street, and muscles and skill get tested for real.

McMaster and Barton have been preparing for this day by 
exuberantly flapping their wings, running back and forth along the 
nest ledge, and every so often catching some lift in a process we like 
to call “helicoptering”. All this activity means the Falconwatch team 
was busy getting ready for the street-watch, which began on June 
22. We are pleased to welcome Coordinators Lucia Jara and Laura 
Sun to the team, and many new and returning volunteers. 

After getting comfortable watching the nest ledge, the street-
watch team was called to action as McMaster took her first flight 
on June 29. Now the real fun begins as Barton will follow in 

her sister’s footsteps and take to the sky. Follow McMaster and 
Barton’s progress on our website (http://falcons.hamiltonnature.
org/), and on Facebook at Hamilton Falconwatch.

Images of the two falcons chicks in chronological order starting 
middle left column, clockwise. 1) 18 May;   2) 29 May;   3) 8 June;        

4) 18 June;    5) 25 June. 
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Backyard Mississippi Kite in Brantford
by Bill Lamond

I saw an adult Mississippi Kite soar over my backyard in 
Brantford on 22 May 2015. This was only the 7th record of this 

magnificent species for the Hamilton Study Area and my first 
sighting for Hamilton.

Previous to this year I had such poor luck with Mississippi Kite in 
Ontario. I had only seen one once before at Point Pelee about 12 
years ago. However that sighting was of short duration and poor 
quality – totally unsatisfying. Since that time every year I have 
been at the best place in Ontario to see Mississippi Kite: Point 
Pelee in the middle of May. For several years at Point Pelee, it 
was routine for me to hear that a Mississippi Kite had just been 
seen over Tilden’s Woods or over the Woodland Nature Trail or 
over the main parking lot. It was amazing how unlucky I was. As 
Mississippi Kites do not like to fly long distances over water, they 
rarely leave the park by the Tip route and hence often fly back and 
forth over the park – getting their bearings – as they figure out a 
way to keep going south. When a kite is seen, birdwatchers often 
“camp” in the parking lot waiting for the kite to make another 
pass which is where I would often find myself. Of course, for me, 
it never happened. At least while I was looking. The absurdity of 
this reached a crescendo in 2002 when Kevin McLaughlin and 
me drove down to Pelee on 8 May and reached the park at about 
3 p.m. We were told that an adult Mississippi Kite had been flying 
back and forth over the parking lot that afternoon and another 
pass was expected soon. We waited with keen anticipation 
and sure enough very soon someone yelled kite! We were all 
dumbstruck when a Swallow-tailed Kite glided low overhead. 
We were all so amazed that it was a good three seconds before 
anyone was able to blurt out Swallow-tailed Kite! The Mississippi 
Kite never showed again that day but of course I didn’t care on 
account of the much rarer Swallow-tailed Kite.

In 2015 it was no 
different. A Mississippi 
Kite was reported over 
Tilden’s Woods on 13 
May. The next day, it – 
or another bird – was 
observed at Hillman 
Marsh. On 15 May we 
drove out to Hillman 
Marsh to listen for 
a King Rail that had 

been calling there for a couple of days. We ran into a birder who 
was looking for a Mississippi Kite that had been sitting in a tree 
along Mersea Road 2 for at least 30 minutes! The bird had been 
flushed by some eager photographers and it had flown in the 
direction of Hillman Marsh – where we were! We scanned and 
scanned and decided to walk over to the shorebird cell within the 
marsh complex, constantly scanning the sky. We were watching 
the shorebirds when a birder showed up saying that the kite had 
just flown back (right behind us!) towards its original location 

on Road 2, and was 
last seen flying behind 
a certain willow (that 
was pointed out to 
us) and then lost 
from view. This was 
becoming unnerving. 
If I hadn’t stated to 
Kathleen and Sarah 
“were not going to see 
this bird” I certainly thought it. Anyway, the shorebirding was 
boring so I easily convinced the others to go in search of the kite. 
We drove down Road 2 scanning the treetops for the kite. When 
we got to Mersea Road 21, I then turned north and then turned 
on to Fox Run Road heading west. We descended into a shallow 
creek valley and I noticed a bird in the distance sitting at the top 
of a tree. It looked like the right size for a kite but I was thinking 
it could have been a Green Heron. I backed up quickly, found the 
bird, and with binoculars I could see it was a Mississippi Kite. The 
jinx was over! Little did I know how much the jinx was over.

On Friday May 22, I was working in my backyard when I heard 
some birds giving alarm calls in adjacent Carolina Park (very 
small urban park). I was curious and hurriedly walked out and 
saw a raptor gilding into the dead snag of a Carolina Poplar. 
At first I thought it was a Cooper’s Hawk and then very briefly 
thought Osprey and then briefly a Northern Harrier because of 
the paleness. These were all split second changes in ID until I 
finally realized it was a Mississippi Kite when I saw the whitish 
secondaries as the bird swooped in to land. Needless to say I was 
astonished. I ran back into the house to get binoculars and to 
alert my wife Kathleen and daughter Sarah about the bird. We 
rushed out but the bird was gone from the snag, replaced by a 
crow. I was crestfallen. However, there were still Blue Jays, robins 
and starlings giving alarm notes in another Carolina Poplar in 
the park which suggested the bird was still present. Sure enough, 
it soon flew out of that poplar and out of the park towards 
Carolina Drive. We raced over and deduced it was in a street tree 
being mobbed by robins. It soon flew out, and for the next three 
minutes it was uncanny how it soared almost directly above us in 
good light, only 70-90 feet up, almost always in view. It then flew 
(soared) back over the park and was lost from view but very soon 
came back into view being chased by a crow. It then soared higher 
and higher and then straightened out and flew pretty much due 
south and was lost from view. My daughter Sarah got a couple of 
photos.

As stated above, this is the 7th record for the Hamilton area and 
the latest. The other six records were in the tight window of May 
11 to May 21. I have lived here since 1994 and I’ve kept a yard 
list of birds as many others do. I’ve had some decent birds in the 
yard over the years but this bird is in a different category. It will 
be almost impossible to top this bird!

Photographer Sarah Lamond receiving an 
Ontario Senior High School rugby 1st place 

medal, 6 April, Hamilton - photo Bill Lamond.

Adult Mississippi Kite over Carolina Park, 
Brantford, 21 May 2015 - photo Sarah Lamond.
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Milbert’s Tortoiseshell. 4 September 2014, Urquhart 
Butterfly Garden - photo Bonnie Kinder.

White-spotted Sable, 4 June 2014, Snake Road, Aldershot - 
photo Bonnie Kinder.

Trumpeter Swans, 9 March 2015, Lift Bridge, Hamilton Harbour - photo Bonnie Kinder.

Giant Swallowtail, 2 August 2013, Felkers Falls C.A. - 
photo Bonnie Kinder.

Ring-billed Gull and young, 13 June 2015, CCIW - photo Bonnie 
Kinder.
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A Letter From Jim Dowall
Editors Note: Jim Dowall mailed this letter to me in mid 
December 2014. It expressed his deep gratitude to the HNC for 
their awarding him the Senior Volunteer of the Year Award for 
2014. He was hoping I would publish it in the Wood Duck which I 
have most readily agreed to. I have also included his introductory 
note to me.

Hi Bill,
Last week Jim Stollard and Michael Fischer brought the plaque 
to the house. Jim also showed me the large plaque with my 
name on it. It was very considerate of them to do this.
Jim suggested that I write a short article for the Wood Duck. 
Enclosed is a draft for your consideration. Feel free to edit it as 
you see fit. It is hand written as I no longer have a typewriter and 
it’s lengthy for email.
Merry Christmas and best wishes for 2015 to you and your 
family.
Sincerely, Jim

I wish to express a sincere thank you to the Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club for choosing me to receive the Senior Volunteer of the 

Year award for 2014. I am deeply honoured. Accompanying the 
award was a beautiful plaque featuring an engraved Wood Duck, 
our Club’s emblem. It is a real treasure.

For 68 years I have been a member and during that time I have 
witnessed accomplishments and growth due to the volunteer 
efforts of so many members. Some of them come to mind. Bob 
Elstone and other members discussed the start-up of a monthly 
newsletter, later called the Wood Duck. We are very proud of 
this very attractive and informative publication currently under 
the editorship of Bill Lamond. It features beautiful coloured 
photographs by talented Club members. It is probably the premier 
newsletter of any naturalist group in Ontario. 

George North faithfully compiled the Noteworthy Bird Records 
for at least 25 years and this feature is being continued in detail 
by Rob Dobos. The Wood Duck records formed the basis for Bob 
Curry’s excellent book Birds of Hamilton and Surrounding Areas. 

Many volunteers have led hikes. Leaders are often unaware of 
their influence when they acquaint participants with our many 
outstanding natural areas. These hikes also provide an opportunity 
to meet others with similar interests. Rob Porter is our present 
Field events Director and has organized a large and varied list for 
members to enjoy. It was on a hike led by Bob Elstone many years 
ago that I first met Ray Lowes.

Ray Lowes, “Father of the Bruce Trail”, first proposed the 
establishment of a trail system from Niagara to Tobermory at 
one of our meetings in the basement of the old Hamilton Public 
Library, our meeting place at that time. Club volunteers developed 
the Hamilton area section.

Marion Shivas and Dr Robert McLaren had the vision to have 

the Club purchase a nature 
reserve, called Spooky 
Hollow in Norfolk County. 
It was our first sanctuary 
and the first one in Ontario 
for any naturalist club. Our 
volunteers established a trail 
system and built bridges for 
visitors. Warren Beacham 
currently coordinates the 
upkeep of our sanctuaries.

Over the years our Club has sponsored a Junior Naturalists 
Club to introduce nature to children and youth. In the 1950s 
Dr Douglas Davies a McMaster professor, mentored the group 
and some youngsters went on to careers in science. Our young 
people are our future. Brian Wylie currently organizes activities 
for them.

I have mentioned only some of our exceptional volunteers. Many 
others have helped our Club grow. Organizations depend on 
volunteers to keep things running smoothly. Currently Jim and 
Jean Stollard are towers of strength for the Club.

President Michael Fischer and the HNC Board deserve our strong 
support to further our goals in conservation and education.

With my appreciation,
Jim Dowall

Jim Dowall at his Hamilton home on 12 
December 2013 - photo Glenda Slessor.

Pandorus Sphinx at Urquhart Butterfly Garden, 5 
July 2015 - photo Michelle Sharp.
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Dragonfly and Butterfly Hike Report
by Bill Lamond

It was a very small group on yesterday 6 June  (me and three 
others) that went looking for butterflies and dragonflies 

at a couple of areas in the Beverly Swamp. Perhaps the lack of 
it being posted on the website was the main reason for the low 
turnout. At any rate it was easier to keep track of everyone. 
  
We started at what I like to call the Beverly Swamp Reserve at 
the parking lot on Safari Road between Valens and Westover 
Roads. The parking lot is at 911# 1535 and that is the easiest way 
to find it. I call it Beverly Swamp Reserve as there used to be a sign 
here years ago saying that. Now the new sign just says “Beverly 
Conservation Area’ so I suppose that’s what I should call it. I was 
hoping we might get Indian Skipper here, a species I had not seen 
in Hamilton in years. Bob Curry had one of the first records ever 
(if not the first) for the HSA back in 1987 or 1988. At the time we 
didn’t know they occurred in Hamilton, and now they seem to 
be found in the same areas where you find Leonardus Skipper in 
August and September. At any rate, we found two Indian Skippers 
at this site (known location) which was the butterfly highlight. We 
probably saw Columbine Duskywing here as there is a lot of Wild 
Columbine present but there were many look-alike Wild Indigo 
Duskywings here. They are essentially impossible to separate 
unless you see a female laying eggs on Wild Columbine. There 
were lots of Silvery Blues here and a few Summer Azures and one 
worn Spring Azure. 

Butterfly list
Tiger Swallowtail - 3
Giant Swallowtail - 2
Cabbage White - 1
Common Sulphur - 2
Silvery Blue - 15
Summer Azure - 3
Spring Azure - 1
Orange (Northern) Crescent - 2
American Painted Lady - 1
Question Mark - 1
Little Wood Satyr - 15
Inornate (Common) Ringlet - 15
Red-spotted Purple - 2
Wild Indigo Duskywing - 15
Juvenal’s Duskywing - 1
Dreamy Duskywing - 1
Hobomok Skipper - 5
Indian Skipper - 2
European Skipper - 1 

We did much better with dragonflies. The highlight was a teneral 
female Spatterdock Darner which confused us at first. We thought 
it was a very early Black-tipped Darner but soon realized it wasn’t 
right for any of the local Aeshna. Sure enough the thoracic pattern 
was correct for Spatterdock as were a few other minor features. 
We got several photos. This is a rare dragonfly in Ontario and 

the closest location is 
Puslinch Lake. They 
also occur at a few sites 
near the Grand River 
within the study area. 
Also of note were the 3-4 
Swamp Darners which 
were flying about. We got reasonably good looks at one that was 
perched. These are big dragonflies, the largest species in Ontario. 
We also saw a Painted Skimmer along the oil pipeline here. This 
immigrant species has been almost annual in the Hamilton area 
in the last half dozen years but in small numbers. 

Dragonfly list 
Spatterdock Darner - 1
Swamp Darner - 3-4
Racket-tailed Emerald - 8
Common Baskettail - 8
Dot-tailed Whiteface - 15
Twelve-spotted Skimmer - 3
Common Whitetail - 1
Painted Skimmer - 1
Four-spotted Skimmer - 1
 

After lunch most of the group had left but Kevin McLaughlin and 
me decided to push on to Crieff Bog. Here we saw a likely Lilypad 
Clubtail in the small pond along Puslinch Road 7, north of the 
RR tracks. Also here were two Delta-spotted Spiketails and a very 
teneral female Pronghorn Clubtail – only the second one I have 
ever seen. Surprisingly no Carolina Saddlebags were here as they 

Bill Lamond at Smith Lake, Menet Lake Road, 
Stonecliffe, Renfrew County, 21 June 2015 - 

photo Kevin McLaughlin.

Top; Indian Skipper. Middle; 
Inornate Ringlet. Bottom; 

Dreamy Duskywing, 6 June 2015 
- photos Kevin McLaughlin.

Racket-tailed Emerald, 6 June 
2015 - photo Kevin McLaughlin.

Spatterdock Darner, female, 6 June 2015, Beverly Swamp 
Reserve - photo Bill Lamond.

Pronghorn Clubtail, teneral female, 6 June 
2015, Crieff Bog - photo Bill Lamond. 
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have been here annually around this date for about 5-6 years. There  were several damselflies of four species.

Dragonfly & Damselfly list

Calico Pennant - 20
Dot-tailed Whiteface - 20
Chalk-fronted Corporal - 25
Common Green Darner - 1
Lilypad Clubtail - 1 (probable)
Pronghorn Clubtail - 1
Delta-spotted Spiketail - 2
Amber-winged Spreadwing - 2
Boreal Bluet - 35
Azure Bluet - 10
Eastern Forktail - 1
 

Observing Wildlife in Victoria
by Ronald Bayne
Every winter we go to Victoria BC to avoid the cold and ice of Ontario and to enjoy the 
very different ecology of Vancouver Island. In Victoria when I need a haircut, I go to a local 
barber, a cheerful young man who keeps his customers amused with stories and comments 
on local affairs. This time there are two other seniors already waiting so I join them. Also 
present is a man of about 50 whose neat small grey beard and short brownish hair already 
seems to need no further trimming but he is receiving finishing touches as we watch. 
 
With him is a youngish female wearing a jacket and trousers and a blouse with a slight tear 
in it. She never sits down but prances around the room smiling at us and pausing at times 
to stand with one hip prominent and a leg thrust out, or she stands in a corner facing us 
with her back arched and her small breasts prominent. She keeps up a constant chatter for our amusement and smiles at each 
of us in turn. Her companion pays no attention to her but just talks to the barber and us as if she isn’t there.  
 
He tells us that he is employed as a guard at the Alberta Tar Sands near Fort McMurray. He works for three weeks steady, 
eight hours a day making sure that no one comes by without a permit, and that no one is allowed to stop either in a car or on 
foot. The atmosphere is heavily polluted with oil, big expensive cars are covered with a greasy dust, and it is hard to breathe. 
He does not go in to town as it is very expensive but instead he sleeps in the hut on the premises and eats the excellent meals 
provided. He comes to Victoria for a week’s holiday and relaxation.....and perhaps to view the birds! 
 
Now he notices his companion and tells her to get some coffee for himself and the barber. She holds out her hand for money 
and then strolls away with swinging hips and a backward glance and a smile for the rest of us. When she returns her compan-
ion has finished in the barber chair and is sitting at one side. He silently takes the coffee and continues his conversation with 
us. She is becoming restless and tells him it is time to go. As he pays no attention, she goes to the door and dangles the car 
keys enticingly. As he still does not respond, she comes back to be close to him and lightly touches his shoulder. “Come on” 
she says persuasively, “you’ve been away for 3 weeks and I need to be serviced” 
 
I am told the winds bring many interesting birds to Victoria.

Azure Bluet, 6 June 2015, Crieff Bog - 
photo Kevin McLaughlin.

Boreal Bluet, Crieff Bog, 6 June 2015 - 
photo Kevin McLaughlin.

Ronald Bayne at the bestowing of an 
honorary DSc degree at McMaster - 

19 May 2006.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES - All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge and time. 
The HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating in any of these activities. 
Please assess your own ability to participate. Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. You are advised to check the HNC 
website (www.hamiltonnature.org) before setting out, to ensure that the hike has not been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are 
discouraged as they startle wildlife, damage nests, and interfere with the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing 
your pet and for other questions. We also publicize Royal Botanical Gardens hikes and events.  Most RBG programs require pre-
registration one week prior. There is a charge for these activities except for the Sunday Get Back To Nature Walks. For information on 
RBG hikes: Liz Rabishaw, Public Program Bookings, RBG, 905-527-1158 (1-800-694-4769) ext. 270. programs@rbg.ca  www.rbg.ca

Sundays 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. July 1 to August 31. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walks. Free (donations welcome). No pre-registration 
required. Every 1.5 to 2 hour walk is a different adventure.  1st Sunday of every month: Hendrie Valley; meet at Cherry Hill Gate 
parking lot. 2nd Sunday: Princess Point; meet at the parking lot. 3rd Sunday: Cootes North Shore; meet at the Nature Centre. 4th: 
Sunday, Cootes South Shore; meet at the Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. 5th: Rock Chapel; meet at the parking lot.

10 July (Friday) 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dragonflies and Damselflies: Biology, ID, and Migration at RBG Centre. Learn what is known (and what isn’t) 
about dragonflies and Damselflies. Pre-registration required. Fee: $ 140 (Students: $100).

12 July (Sunday) 2 to 4 p.m. Odonata: Dragonflies and Damselflies at RBG Centre.  Hike and look for some of this stunning species, learn their 
biology, the important roles they play. Pre-registration required. Fee: $15.

15 July (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 9:00. HNC - Hike the Dundas Valley. Join us for a beginner-to-intermediate level hike through the 
Main Loop of Dundas Valley, lead by Ontario Certified Hike Leader, Jenn Noble. The first leg of the hike will be 4.5km, exploring the 
Hermitage, Hermitage Falls, and the Dundas Valley Trail Centre (a former train station). After the loop is complete, we may optionally 
hike a half-hour night hike covering Sherman Falls, Upper and Lower Cascade. Please ensure you bring suitable footwear, water, and 
dress for the weather. Meet at the parking lot at the end of Lion’s Club Road, Ancaster. No fee is charged at this parking lot.

21 July (Tuesday) 6 to 8:30 p.m. Summer Paddling in Paradise at RBG Nature Centre. Tour Cootes Paradise with RBG staff, learn 
about our restoration efforts, wetland plants, and wildlife. Pre-registration required. Fee: $30.

22 July (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30. HNC - Desjardins Canal Park Tour. More information forthcoming.

5 August (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30. HNC - Exploring Cartwright Sanctuary. Lead by HNC’s Sanctuary Director Warren Beacham, 
this hike will explore the Cartwright Nature Sanctuary, which is part of a wildlife corridor that runs from the Niagara Escarpment 
to Cootes Paradise. Within this HNC sanctuary are old orchards, woodlands and a distant view of the Hamilton’s downtown. The 
sanctuary is also home to a number of native flora and fauna, and a kilometre long loop trail. This is an approximately two kilometre 
walk total with some hilly sections. Contact Warren at 905-627-3343. Meet at the dead end of Wesley Avenue, Dundas, at 6:30 p.m.

11 August (Tuesday) 8:00 p.m. – 11:00. Public Stargazing Night: Perseids Meteor Shower with Hamilton Amateur Astronomers. Hosted by HAA 
at Binbrook Conservation Area, 5050 Harrison Rd, Binbrook. See http://www.amateurastronomy.org/club-events/ for more information.

12 August (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 9:00. HNC - Hike the Dundas Valley. Join us for a beginner-to-intermediate level hike through 
the Main Loop of Dundas Valley, lead by Ontario Certified Hike Leader, Jenn Noble. All other information the same as for 15 July hike.

13, 14 August (Thursday and Friday) 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Fern and Allies at RBG Centre.  Intensive 2-day hands-on workshop. 
Pre-registration required. Fee: $ 275 (Students: $200).

19 August (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:00. HNC - Trees of McMaster Forest. Join arborist Kyle McLoughlin as we explore one 
of the few “old growth” stands remaining in the Hamilton Study Area, known now as McMaster Forest. For this hike we will be 
walking through a Smithsonian Forest Plot, which include many very old carolinian species of trees.

23 August (Sunday) 2 to 4 p.m. Introduction to the World of Ferns at RBG Nature Centre.  Hike to view many fern species and 
their respective habitats. Moderate to hilly terrain. Pre-registration required. Fee: $15.

23 August (Sunday) 2 to 4 p.m. Amazing Monarchs at RBG Centre.  All about butterflies, plus making a simple rearing cage to 
take home. Materials included. Pre-registration required. Fee: $15 (adults), children (4-12 years old) $10, children 3 and under 
are free.

26 August (Wednesday) 6:00 p.m. – 8:00. HNC - Summer Evening Walk in Hamilton’s Bayfront Park. Meet Angie and Gord McNulty 
at Williams Fresh Café, 47 Discovery Drive, to enjoy the Hamilton Harbour shoreline on a summer evening, walking west, past the Royal 
Hamilton Yacht Club, the Bay City Music Hall and Pier 4 Park. We will continue to Bayfront Park, along the recreational trail adjacent 
to the islands that enhance fish habitat. For more info, contact Gord and Angie McNulty at 905-525-9927 or gmcnulty21@gmail.com.

Junior Naturalists Club at the Nature Centre. The Jr. Nats Club will start again in September 2015. Registration continues 
through the summer. Since the Club was formed in 1986, it has instilled children with learning experiences that generate a life-
long respect and appreciation of the natural world. Parents must be either RBG or Hamilton Naturalists’ Club members. Ages 
7-12. Cost is $90, then $80 each sibling. Meeting dates are the 4th Saturday of each month, September to May.
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Urquhart Butterfly 
          Garden  S U M M E R  S E R I E S  2 0 1 5

JULY 25 - 11 a.m.
Guided Butterfly and Bird Identification Walk

AUGUST 1 - 11 a.m.
Walk on the Wild Side: wildflowers in and around the Butterfly Garden 

AUGUST 8 - 11 a.m.
Guided Butterfly and Bird Identification Walk

AUGUST 15 - 11 a.m.
Dragonflies & Their Kin: Masters of Air & Water

AUGUST 22 - 11 a.m.
Guided Butterfly and Bird Identification Walk

AUGUST 29 - 11 a.m.
Pollinators Great & Small: Making the Community a Pollinator Haven

SEPTEMBER 5 - 11 a.m.
Guided Butterfly and Bird Identification Walk

SEPTEMBER 12 - 11 a.m.
Herbs & Birds: Plant & Herb Lore & Bird calling

The Summer Education Series is Funded by the Dougher 
Fund of the Hamilton Community Foundation.

We are grateful for the support 
of the Conservers Society of 

Hamilton and District

Free “Public Workshops” and “Guided Butterfly & Bird Identification  
Walks” held at the beautiful Urquhart Butterfly Garden in Dundas,
Saturdays from July 25 to September 12.

The Urquhart Butterfly Garden (UBG) is located in
Centennial Park at the corner of Cootes Drive and East 
Street, and is conveniently accessible by bus or bike. 
Parking is available off King Street East.

NOTE: Guided Butterfly and Bird Identification Walks will be 
cancelled if it rains. All other workshops are rain or shine.
In case of rain we will convene in the Hamilton Airforce Club, 
adjacent to the garden.

For more information about these workshops, detailed directions to the garden, or for beautiful photography, please visit:

urquhartbutterfly.com 

All workshops are led by experts in their field. The 
workshops are approximately one hour in duration 
but the presenter will be available afterwards for 
those who want to linger.
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Urquhart Butterfly 
          Garden
      D U N D A S ,  O N T A R I O

urquhartbutterfly.com 

4 
CA

TE
GO

RIES TO ENTER

4
Plants 

& Flowers

1
Butterflies
& Moths

3
Birds & Other 

Wildlife

2
Insects, Spiders 

& Bugs

For further information and entry details visit: 

Photo Contest
Saturday, July 11 to Sunday, August 30, 2015

Age Categories: Youth 10 – 17 | Adult 18+  

Cash & Certificate Prizes 
PHOTO CONTEST FUNDED BY GENEROUS DONATIONS FROM:

The Conserver Society of Hamilton District & Canadian Tire, Dundas

Photo entries must be taken from the paths of the Urquhart Butterfly Garden, 
which includes the path along the canal…from Saturday, July 11 to Sunday, August 30, 2015. 

ENTRY DEADLINE: MIDNIGHT, AUGUST 30, 2015

The Urquhart Butterfly Garden is located in Centennial Park at the corner of
Cootes Drive & East Street. Parking available on King Street East.



The Wood Duck - In the Summer 2015Page 18

Urquhart Butterfly 
          Garden
      D U N D A S ,  O N T A R I O

urquhartbutterfly.com 

We invite you to participate in the Urquhart 
Butterfly Garden (UBG) Photo Contest 2015. 
Take your camera for a walk in the garden 
and share your best photos with us. 

ENTRY CATEGORIES:  
1 - Butterflies & Moths

2 - Insects, Spiders, & Bugs,

3 - Birds & Other Wildlife

4 - Plants & Flowers

ENTRANTS: 
Youth 10 - 17 
Adult 18+

AWARDS:
First Prize in each category $50 Cash 
Honorable Mentions 
at the discretion of the judges

AWARDS CEREMONY & SHOW:
Saturday, September 19, 2015 | 2 p.m.
at the Air Force Club on King Street East 
in Dundas

JUDGING CRITERIA 
WILL INCLUDE:
originality, composition, artistic merit, technical 
skill & correct identification of species.

JUDGES:
Sandy Bell, Hamilton Conservation Authority
Cathie Coward, The Hamilton Spectator
Ken Newcombe, Wildlife Photographer

RULES:
•	Photos must be taken from the paths of the 

Urquhart Butterfly Garden, which includes the 
path along the canal, between Saturday, July 11 and 
Sunday, August 30, 2015.

•	Photos are to be submitted without any digital 
editing beyond cropping, adjustments to exposure, 
sharpness and minor colour correction

•	Entries must be received by email as digital files 
at urquhartbutterfly@gmail.com no later than 
midnight on August 30, 2015.

•	Enter up to 2 photographs per category
(maximum total 8)

•	The Urquhart Butterfly Garden reserves the right to 
use the photographs, with credit, on its web site, in 
an exhibition, and finalists may be published in the 
local newspapers.

•	Images remain the copyright of the photographer
•	Photos should be: high resolution jpg format, 

maximum size of 5 MB each.

TO ENTER: 
Please send a separate email for each category.

In the body of your email include the following 
information:

Name; Address; Phone Number; Age (if 17 & 
under); Category; Date and time of day each photo 
was taken; plus identifying the species which is 
the subject of each photograph (it’s easy with the 
internet!)

GOOD LUCK!

Photo Contest
Saturday, July 11 to Sunday, August 30, 2015

The Urquhart Butterfly Garden 

is located in Centennial Park at the corner of 

Cootes Drive & East Street North. 

Parking available on King Street East.

Photo contest funded by generous donations from 
The Conserver Society of Hamilton District 

& Canadian Tire, Dundas
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McMaster Forest HNC Hike Report – 20 May 2015
by Rob Porter

On this evening, a couple of dozen participants took a whirlwind 
tour through the habitat at McMaster Forest Research Site. 

This is the third outing I’ve hosted here in the past year, and for 
this one, the third time really was the charm as we had an excellent 
showing of 42 species, plus three more species with a smaller “dusk 
afterparty” giving a total of 45 species on the night.

Highlights included several Rose-breasted Grosbeaks which gave 
good views, including one right at the start that sat nicely in the 
sun for all to see and for some to photograph. We also started 
off with a new species for this patch – a trio of Northern Rough-
winged Swallows, which had not been recorded here before. A 
half-dozen Barn Swallows also were active in their flycatching. 
Blue-winged Warblers only made minimal appearances mostly 
“heard and not seen” though one gave a brief view to the group as 
it flew across our path. A number of Scarlet Tanagers teased us in 

song along the forested trails until finally one gave a decent view 
to most the group. A Black-billed Cuckoo also taunted us from a 
distance, or perhaps close by at a quiet volume – left to be heard 
and not seen. 

Other species recorded included 
Indigo Bunting, Willow Flycatcher, 
Yellow Warbler, Killdeer, Field 
Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Baltimore 
Oriole, Red-winged Blackbird, 
American Robin, both Hairy 
and Downy Woodpeckers and 
even a trio of misplaced Mallards. 
Other species heard-only included 
Eastern Wood-Pewee, Great Crested Flycatcher, Common 
Yellowthroat, Eastern Towhee, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Northern 
Flicker, Red-eyed Vireo, and Carolina Wren. The trip wrapped up 
with a pair of Chimney Swifts flying overhead.

After the hike, a few of us stuck around for the dusk chorus to 
attempt to listen and look for American Woodcock. While waiting 
to see and hear the courtship displays of the woodcock, we were 
simultaneously treated by two loud and enthusiastic cuckoos – a 
Black-billed Cuckoo and a Yellow-billed Cuckoo. In addition, a 
lone Wood Duck flew over. The woodcock did eventually display 
for us, but didn’t “peent” very much until we were leaving.

A lot of birds were seen on this night. There were a few misses 
however, such as Savannah Sparrow (which had not been heard 
recently), Blackpoll Warbler that have been migrating through 
for the past couple mornings, Pileated Woodpecker, Wild Turkey, 
Tree Swallow, House Wren, Red-tailed Hawk, and Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher.

Rob Porter leading hike on 17 
January 2015 at Olympic Woods 

- photo Lyle Jeakins.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 29 June 2015, McMaster Forest - photo Rob Porter.

Blue-winged Warbler showing some facial characteristics of “Lawrence’s 
Warbler”, 8 May 2015, McMaster Forest - photo Rob Porter.

Field Sparrow carrying some man-made nesting material , 14 May 2015 - 
photo Rob Porter.
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Top Row, left to right, Bug nymph, 1 July, Beverly Swamp Reserve; Tiger Beetle, 2 June, Paddy Greene Road; Arctic Skipper, 14 June, Westover 
Road and 8th Concession; Milbert’s Tortoiseshell, 16 June, Paddy Greene Road. 2nd row: Banded Hairstreak, 3 July, Dundas Valley; Northern 

Eyed-Brown, 14 June, Westover Road and 8th Concession; Eastern Tailed-Blue, 1 July, Beverly Swamp Reserve; Weevil sp., 16 June, Crieff Bog; 3rd 
row: Northern Pearly Eye, 6 July, Paddy Greene Road; Virginia Tiger Moth, 5 July, Ancaster; 4th row: LeConte’s Haploa, 22 June, Westover Road 

and 8th Concession; Silvery Blue, 13 June, Westover Road and 8th Concession; Eastern Comma, 24 June, Ancaster; Hickory Tussock Moth, 2 June, 
Paddy Greene Road; bottom row: Summer Azure, 17 June, Paddy Greene Road; Little Wood Satyr, 16 June, Crieff Bog; Bumblebee sp, 16 June, 

Crieff Bog; beetle on rose flower, 17 June, Paddy Greene Road. All photos 2015 by Ian Smith.
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Red-winged Blackbirds
by June Hitchcox

Bronte Harbour is full of boats, some 
moored now in the harbour, others 

coming and going for a sail or motor 
on Lake Ontario.   Signs of Spring are 
everywhere as I write this on May 1st.   
Blue Scilla flowers carpet  lawns, gardens 
and wild spots. Forsythia bushes are out in their yellow splendour; 
Mourning Doves have been coo-coo-cooing for quite awhile. Red-
winged Blackbirds are everywhere, most migrating north from at 
least mid U.S.A. although some stay over the winter even as far north 
as Peterborough and even a few around Hamilton. 

They are one of the most abundant and widespread birds in 
North America. You will hear the male calling “o-ka-lee” (with 
the last note high and quavering)  while he spreads his wings, 
showing his beautiful red wing patch (epaulet) which is bordered 
by a buffy-yellow lower bottom line of feathers. Otherwise, the 
male is all black. He also calls “check”, which is easy to imitate 
and sometimes the bird will come closer. The female is entirely 
different in colour, resembling a large, brown sparrow with 
heavily-streaked underparts -  colours that blend with their 
surroundings – making them less conspicuous.  Red-wings are 
slightly smaller than a robin. 

The males arrive 2-3 weeks before the females to establish a 
nesting territory in a swamp, marsh, wet and dry meadows, 
pastures, and since he may have at least three wives at one time, 
that territory has to be rather large. The brilliant red epaulets 

of the male impress the females and intimidates inferior males.  
Husband chosen, the nest can be built right away – a well-made 
cup, close to the ground - and soon there are 3-5 pale blue, 
spotted eggs  laid. They have 2-3 broods per season, a new nest 
for each one. The males offer little assistance to help in the nest 
building, incubation and raising of the young. Bob and I watched 
a swamp where males were in hot pursuit of their females to get 
them back to their territory and also pursued other males that 
had the nerve to come to his “land”. To show his territory, the 
male spreads his wings so that the red is showing.  When two 
males perch near each other at edges of their territories, they tilt 
their bills to settle a dispute.  

Red-wings feed mostly on the ground - waste grain from 
agriculture, cracked corn, worms, insects, fruits, berries and 
ripening corn.  They are not loved by farmers even though 
they eat many insects that damage their crops.  Governments 
have few rules to protect them so probably this is the reason 
for the 46% decline since 2003. After raising their young, they 
gather in huge flocks – 1,000,000 or more have been recorded 
– which will include other “blackbirds” such as cowbirds, 
starlings, and grackles.  What a sight that must be!! Red-
winged Blackbirds are easily seen and heard.  I am going to 
pay more attention to these smart birds - a good bird for 
we birders to observe and from whom to learn   about   bird 
behaviour.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Mourning Warbler, 16 May 2015 , Rona Wetlands - photo Tom Thomas.
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Urban Turkeys
 by Bill Lamond

I received an excited call at work on Wednesday, 22 October 
from my wife Kathleen, about a new yard bird presently in 

the yard. She asked me if I could guess what it was. I wondered 
what she could possibly be seeing at that moment that she would 
know that I had not seen previously in the yard. I was totally 
stumped. I couldn’t guess anything and simply asked her what 
the species was. She replied turkey! Six of them. Under the bird 
feeder.  Usually I do not come home for lunch or supper even 
though it is only a five minute bike ride. However, I decided today 
would be a good day 
to go home for supper 
–  it’s not every day you 
can get a new yard bird 
when you’ve been living 
in one place for 20 years. 
So I took an early supper 
and came home to see 
them about 45 minutes 
later. When I arrived, I 
was told by my daughter 
Sarah that they were in 
another yard that borders 
the very small park at the 
back of our house. We 
went out back to the park 
but I could not see them. 
My daughter said “how 
can you not see them? 
They’re right there!” Of course they were, but I was looking for 
them on the ground and not expecting them to be sitting on the 
top of a six foot wood fence.
  
Some of you know my house and where it is located but most of 
you do not. It is quite urban. I am at least a kilometre away from 
natural lands, with many roadways and homes, and a  railroad 
inbetween. The 403 is not too far away. When I mentioned this 
occurrence soon after at work, a co-worker said that someone she 
knew posted to facebook a photo of seven turkeys on her front 
lawn last Friday (17 October). This location was about 1.5km 
from my residence but even further away from any natural lands. 
Later that same day, my daughter’s friend said that on Saturday 
(18 October) he saw a group of six turkeys crossing West Street 
near the cemetery. This is certainly the same group, although they 
seem to have lost a member. This location was about 1km from 
the previous day’s location and even further from my residence, 
about 3.3km. Four days later they showed up in my backyard. 
  
A strange occurrence but when I saw them they seemed right 
at home although there must have been several back yards 
where they encountered unfriendly dogs, not to mention 
the busy roadway crossings. When I got home later that 
night I was told that they had not come back. I was glad they 

had moved on as I spend too much on bird seed already. 
  
This story progressed while I then went away the next day to 
Point Pelee. On Friday (October 24) the same co-worker sent 
me a photo text message of turkeys she was presently observing 
crossing Tollgate Road. The same birds, as this was only about 
500m from my house. I then got a message from home on the 
Saturday that the turkeys were back in the yard. I guess they were 
finding the feeder to their liking, although I couldn’t imagine 

there would be enough food 
under the feeder for six turkeys 
– that would take a lot of food. I 
was hoping that they would soon 
move on and I was fairly sure that 
they would. However, they were 
back the next week. On one day I 
looked out the front window and 
I could see the turkeys walking 
down Grove Crescent towards 
our house along the boulevard. 
It was comical to see them cross 
the road in front of the house 
negotiating all the early morning 
road traffic. They soon ended up 
on my neighbour’s front lawn 
before eventually making it to 

my backyard. 

After November, only one turkey was present and it was seen 
sporadically. It appeared at least five days after any sighting and it 
was observed in the yard on at least two days. I’m not sure what the 
last observation date was but it was probably around November 
9. After this date no turkeys were seen again. However, I had 
a pleasant reminder when I was raking the backyard leaves in 
early December and uncovered a turkey primary feather. I saved 
the feather and incorporated it into a Christmas decoration as a 
memento of this strange but neat event.

Six “Wild” Turkeys feeding under a bird feeder in a Brantford backyard on 22 
October 2014 - photo Sarah Lamond.

At The Bird Study Group

14 September 2015

The Discovery of the Jocotoco 
Antpitta and its affect on 
conservation in Ecuador and 

South America

Speaker: David J. Agro  
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Hooded Mergansers
West Harbour,

Hamilton
2 January 2015

photo Kevin McLaughlin

Common Merganser
West Harbour, 
Hamilton
2 January 2015
photo Kevin McLaughlin

Common Loon
Fifty Point Marina
30 December 2014

photo Kevin McLaughlin
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Baltimore
Lennon Road,
Flamborough
3 July 2015
photo Joanne Redwood.

Ring-billed Gulls
Eastport Drive, Hamilton
30 May 2014
photo Joanne Redwood.
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HNC Hike For Beginner Birders Report
by Barry Coombs

On Sunday, April 26, sixteen mostly beginner birders gathered 
at Valley Inn at 8 a.m. for a Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

outing. Early on, three Larks were discovered amongst the birders 
and their experience and spotting skills contributed greatly to the 
success of the walk. Rob Porter, Director of Field Events for the 
HNC, acted as sweep and his sharp ear helped us locate several 
species. Our route took us along Grindstone Creek into Hendrie 
Valley where we walked the big loop of boardwalks and trails. 
 
Forty six species were seen and every effort was made for all 
participants to see and discuss the birds. Highlights included 
a Green Heron that flew up from a marshy area and landed, 
thirty feet up in a deciduous tree, on a prominent perch. Swamp 
Sparrows were very cooperative and all participants were able to 
study this handsome species. We were also able to watch and hear 
several singing birds; a Yellow-rumped Warbler, a Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet and a Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco, in particular. 
 
As we returned to Valley Inn just before noon, a young Bald Eagle 
was spotted on a perch over the water past the condemned house. 
It was the palest Bald Eagle I’ve ever seen. At one point, it took 

flight and was attacked 
by an Osprey, giving an 
excellent size comparison. 
Some participants were 
able to get photos and I 
hope to receive a few by 
email. My best guess after 
studying it perched and in 
flight is that it’s a second 
year individual. It had an 
extremely pale back and 
belly with a blackish tail. As 
we left, it was soaring over 
Carroll’s Bay. A great end to 
the trip.

Barry Coombs at Elliston on the 
Bonaventure Peninsula, Newfoundland, 

August 2012 - photo Aleda O’Connor.

Swamp Sparrow, 25 April 2015, Hendrie Valley - photo Barry Coombs.
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Irish Grove Woodlot Open House
by Gord McNulty

About 200 people attended the May 9 event under sunny 
skies.  The 25-acre, 10-hectare Irish Grove Woodlot on 38 

Hunter Road in Grimsby is the largest in Niagara found below the 
Niagara Escarpment. It is threatened by the proposed extension 
of Regional Road #512, Livingston Avenue. The proposed road 
would cut right through the heart of the woodlot, threatening its 
continued ecological existence. 

Many of the trees are approaching or have surpassed 250 years of 
age. The trees in this woodlot are true representatives of the area’s 
original Carolinian Forest. The land has never been cleared for 
agriculture and today acts as a living museum, reflecting what 
our forefathers saw when they first came to this land. In Grimsby, 
one per cent  of the land below the escarpment is found in six 
woodlots. The Irish Grove Woodlot accounts for 40 per cent of 
the area covered by the six woodlots. 

  The land has been fortunate to have been owned by excellent 
land stewards.  Placing a major road through the woodlot would 
remove from future generations the opportunity to observe, study 
and appreciate this rare legacy and the life that it supports. The 
forest is dominated by towering Shagbark Hickory, White 
Pine, Red and White Oak. Significant specimens of the rare Red 
Hickory are found in the woodlot. 

Concerned residents and  naturalists are strongly supporting a 
“Save the Woodlot” campaign. The Irish family has been stewards 
of this land since 1915 and the owners since 1933. They support 
preservation of the woodlot and oppose the proposed road. The 

woodlot and the surrounding lands are 
in the Greenbelt.  In letters  commenting 
on  the provincial review of the 
Greenbelt and Niagara Escarpment 
Plans this spring,  the HNC and 
individual members of the Club have 
spoken up in favour of preservation of 
the woodlot.  For more information, 

visit the Facebook page --- 
Save the Woodlot Grimsby 
or email Bruce Mackenzie at 
katina@sympatico.ca 

Area  naturalists enjoyed the Open House on May 9 organized by Bruce Mackenzie at the Irish Grove Woodlot. To the right is a very 
impressive Red Oak.

Gord McNulty, photo from 
Royal Canadian Air Force 

Association, Hamilton Wing.
http://www.447wing.

Bruce Mackenzie discusses the Irish grove Woodlot with a 
Grimsby Cable reporter  during the May 9 Open House.
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Hamilton’s Other Peregrines
by Barry Cherriere
Editor’s note: Almost all of you are  aware of the Peregrine Falcons that 
are nesting at the Sheraton Hotel in downtown Hamilton. They have 
been nesting here for almost 20 years and have been a great success 
story. However, how many of you are aware of the nesting Peregrines at 
the Burlington Lift Bridge? Further still, how many of you are aware of 
the Peregrines nesting at the Vinemount Quarry, adjacent to our new 
Vinemount Meadows Sanctuary? The following article by Barry Cherriere 
consists of four emails to the HamiltonBirds network this past spring put 
together and edited. Following this is a very short HamiltonBirds post 
about the nesting Peregrines at Vinemount by Bruce Mackenzie.

I have been watching the nesting peregrines at the Burlington 
lift bridge for the last several days now as  the three chicks 

that were banded on May 25, are about to take their first flights 
any day now. There are two males and one female. The two 
males  were given the names,  Wellington (red)  and Lucifer 
(blue). The female was named Stella (yellow). Lucifer was given 
that name because on the day he was banded, his weight was 666 
gm. They also get a coloured tape over their silver aluminum 
leg band so that we can tell who is who. Why Lucifer didn’t get 
red tape, is beyond me. They missed the boat on that move. 
Yesterday I could see that Stella has removed her yellow ID tape. 

I headed down there (8 June) to see if I could catch one of them 
take that first leap.  I could only see two juveniles in the nest 
and the adults were sitting close by. After about a half hour, a 
cyclist came from behind where I was watching and I noticed 
one of the juveniles, Lucifer, was on the pathway beside him. 
Normally when a juvenile is found on the ground, a rescue is 
initiated.  I contacted Linda, who contacted  the people that I 
would normally be doing a rescue with in previous years, Bill 
and Sue McCready, and they arrived shortly to help make a 
rescue of Lucifer.

This nesting year, because of the bridge construction, we are not 
permitted inside of the fenced off construction site area. Luckily 
Lucifer was found on the Hamilton side of the canal pier and 
outside of the fencing. 

Lucifer is in a carrier cage at the lift bridge and will be put 
up on the roof of one of  the green lifting towers  at night by 
a member of the Canadian Peregrine Foundation (CPF) after 
an examination. The other two juveniles, Wellington and Stella, 
could fledge any day now as well.

9 June
This is a late report for what happened at the Burlington Lift Bridge 
Peregrine watch yesterday, as it was a long day, 9:45 to 6:00 p.m.

As I arrived at 9:45 I first noticed that the nest box was empty. Oh 
crap! The day before there were still two in the box when Linda 
and I left at 6:00 p.m. 

I started an immediate search, then a passer-by came up to me 
and asked what this bird on the path was and why it didn’t fly 
when he walked right past it? I looked behind me and thought, 
holy crap! I now had to walk past Wellington to get back to my 
vehicle to get the box and a towel, and then try to capture him. 
I did, and returned to him, and to my surprise he cooperated 
without a fuss as I put the towel around him and picked him 
up and into the box. I was glad because I was a crew of one at 
this point. I delivered the box with Wellington to John, the Lift 
Bridge worker, as he has the carrying cage in his building. Later 
that night, Wellington would be placed up on the Burlington 
tower roof by a CPF member. This was like deja vu all over again 
as we did this same manoeuvre with Lucifer the previous day. 

It took till 3:00 p.m. to notice Stella on a horizontal beam 
halfway up on the Burlington tower. She had been hiding from 
us for most of the day until then. As we left at 6:00 p.m. all three 
juveniles were accounted for. 

June 10 
All three juveniles still accounted for with Wellington being the 
most active. He even mastered a very difficult landing on the 
cables with ease. I located Stella around 1:45 as she was inside 
a beam half way up the Hamilton tower. This is the stage where 
the unexpected can happen, especially with the males. 

Peregrines and nesting box on Burlington Lift Bridge, 8 June 2015 - 
photo Barry Cherriere.

Downed juvenile Peregrine Falcon, Wellington, on path at 
Burlington Lift Bridge, 9 June 2015 - photo Barry Cherriere.
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If any of you out there are able to and willing to help out at this 
watch,  it would be much appreciated. The close up views of 
the adults hunting and bringing food back to the juveniles is 
spectacular. Remember this Peregrine watch location is the “no 
frills” location, without any fanfare or the press coverage, but the 
views of their daily activities are up close and breathtaking.

14 June 
Yes, I was down at the Burlington Lift Bridge today  to see how 
the three  kids, Wellington, Stella and Lucifer  were doing and 
hopefully not getting into any trouble. It didn’t look like there was 
any activity at my start at 9:45, and all were visible and accounted 
for. At 10:45 I chose to catch a Canada Goose to free it from fishing 
line that was wrapped around both legs. That event went well and 
it was freed from the entanglement of the line. 

Around 2:40 after the rain, the three juveniles were chasing both 
adults around. Then the juveniles were in pursuit of one another 
as if playing “tag your it”!  Then, just after Paul the fishing friend 
and peregrine enthusiast arrived, the watch got exciting. The 
male peregrine, MacKenzie, had a fancy for some squab from the 
Lift Bridge, and for 45 minutes he was in hot pursuit of this fancy. 
He was perching on the railing of the Lift Bridge roadway and up 
in the bridge girders. It was fabulous. He was dropping the squab 
for the juvenile to catch but it had ended up into the water but the 
male did retrieve it. He usually does this up at the Skyway Bridge 
but that section is mostly cordoned off now from his hunting. 

I managed to be ready just after he entered one of the nesting holes 
and came out with one of the sought after squabs. It is like nature’s 
version of “pigeon McNuggets”. No fuss, no work, and ready to eat.

After a day that didn’t look too promising I was happy at the 
outcome. Never give up hope. He who stays the longest usually 
gets rewarded. 

27 June
I have continued the monitoring of the three peregrine fledglings, 
Wellington (red), Lucifer (blue) and Stella (silver). Stella removed 
her yellow tape before fledging, but it is easy to identify her by 
her larger size, compared to her two smaller brothers.

I have seen two of them, Lucifer and Stella right up until yesterday 
June 25. I have not seen Wellington since June 23. They are in hot 
pursuit of the pigeons but have not been successful yet in catching 

one on their own. They still rely on food being brought by the two 
adults, either by air to air food transfers, or food drops. That helps 
them get use to carrying and flying with food.

In the food transfer from the adult female, Cirrus, the juvenile 
Lucifer, closes in on her and gets ready to grab the food. Then 
Cirrus keeps an eye on the juvenile while he makes off with the 
food and hopefully does not drop it. On one occasion, the adult 
male MacKenzie,  dropped the food for the juvenile, who then 
catches it. Exciting moments!

Adult Peregrine Falcon departing Rock Pigeon nest hole with 
squab, 7 June 2015- photo Barry Cherriere.

Adult Peregrine about to transfer food to juvenile, 17 June 2015, 
Burlington Lift Bridge - photo Barry Cherriere.

Adult Peregrine Falcon at Burlington Lift Bridge, 7 June 2015 - 
photo Barry Cherriere.

At the opening celebration of the Vinemount Meadows 
Sanctuary on 11 June 2015, visitors were treated to a bus 
tour of the Vinemount Quarry. Last year the west quarry 
wall was the site of a successful Peregrine Falcon nest with 
three young. On the second bus tour today the Peregrine 
Falcon nest was observed with three young again. 
Fortunately Stu Mackenzie was on board the bus to observe 
and point out the nest. It appears that the young birds will 
be on the wing within the week. The questions about the 
quarry falcons for 2015 have now been answered. The nest 
is basically in the same place as last year. Once the young 
are flying, seeing them will be much easier. Last year they 
spent a lot of time on the hydro towers on the east side of 
the quarry by  10th Road East - Bruce Mackenzie.
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Dundas Turtle Watch 
by Kris Robinson, Dundas Turtle Watcher 

One Friday morning a couple of weeks ago, I received a phone 
call at 8:00 a.m. from a woman who was “turtle watching”.  

I do not normally receive these calls but this was different. The 
woman, Penelope, was kindly covering a turtle watch shift. The 
regular watcher just happened to be on vacation.  The reason for 
the call:  three Snapping Turtles were nesting. This year Dundas 
Turtle Watch took on the task of protecting turtle nests from 
predators (raccoons, skunks, etc.). This involves walking to the 
location of our protection equipment and taking it to the site of 
the nest. Once the turtle has finished laying eggs, we carefully 

cover the nest with screens and hold it in place with tent pegs.  
In the case of Snapping Turtles, this egg-laying process can take 
one to two hours.  

I gave Penelope the phone number of our “official guy-to-call-
if-anyone-needs-assistance”.  Peter Hurrell is always available 
to help turtles.  For the next hour, Penelope kept me updated.   
Then there were five nesting turtles, then seven.  I drove my son 
to school and went to the site. Wow:  Eleven Snapping Turtles!  
It was absolutely amazing.  Peter had arrived with lots of nest 
protection kits and as we monitored the turtles, protection was 
carefully placed over the nests.  

Every year for the past seven years, volunteers for Dundas Turtle 
Watch monitor the roads and help turtles cross safely.  Volunteers 
not only help turtles survive their treacherous journey across the 
busy roads in the west end of Dundas, they also get to witness 
these ancient creatures in action.  This year, our group has 
taken on many new initiatives. Protecting the nests is one.  We 
now have three “routes” (areas we monitor), we have a GPS to 
accurately record the location of sightings, we also have a website 
www.dundasturtlewatch.com.  

One of our most successful accomplishments I believe, is the 
increase in public awareness. We have received many comments 

through our website.  Quite a few of the comments are people 
reporting that they have assisted turtles across the road. People 
in cars will stop and patiently wait for a turtle to cross.  One 
gentleman helped a turtle cross the road and, it turned out, that 
this turtle had a tag fastened to her shell. We are still investigating 
this tag but believe that the turtle was tagged in the mid-1980’s.  
This potentially puts the turtle’s age at approximately 60 years 
old! 

Dundas Turtle Watch would like to thank all of the volunteers, 
good samaritans and everyone who watches for turtles crossing 
the roads in Dundas. We will be out there monitoring again in 
the fall when the hatchlings begin their treacherous journey 
back to the marshes.   Nesting  Snapping Turtle, obviously an energetic digger, 12 June 2015, 

Dundas - photo Peter Hurrell.

Dundas Turtle Watch volunteer Peter Hurrell places wire screen over  
turtle nest to prevent egg predation by Raccoons, Striped Skunks, and Red 

Foxes, 12 June 2015 - photo Kris Robinson.

Snapping Turtle out to lay eggs, 12 June 2015, Dundas - photo Peter Hurrell.
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At the Next General Meeting

 Monday, 21 September 2015
Safari and Gorilla Trek in Uganda – The Pearl of Africa 

Speaker - Maggie Sims

Uganda is a rather small country in East Africa. Although Uganda is perhaps best known for its infamous 
dictator of the 70’s – Idi Amin – the country was also referred to as The Pearl of Africa by Winston Churchill 
for its astonishing array of wildlife and wide variety of natural environments. Unfortunately, every aspect 
of the country was shattered during the 15 years of dictatorship and civil war so the country has had to 
rebuild practically from zero. It is hard to believe now, when there is so much wildlife to be enjoyed in 
the many parks and reserves, that much of this rich natural environment was all but destroyed. Amin 
was known to encourage and benefit from rampant ivory poaching, and the army was often reduced to 
shooting animals such as buffalo, zebra and giraffe for food. Even now many species hover on the brink 
of extinction where they had healthy populations 60 years ago. Fortunately the current government has 
taken an enlightened approach to wildlife conservation and the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) has 
overall responsibility for this daunting task. 

As many of you know Maggie Sims has been our Membership Director for several years and is also 
currently our VP. What you may not know is that Maggie and her husband Dave are inveterate travellers, 
having visited many countries and all seven continents.  On each trip they enjoy learning as much as 
possible about the local history, culture and natural environment. Early in life they both became interested 
in animal conservation after reading Gerald Durrell’s first book “My Family and Other Animals”. They 
are long-time members of the Durrell Trust which strives to save the most threatened species in the 
most threatened places around the world. Amongst their previous travels they have found some very 
special places to enjoy viewing wildlife, such as the Galapagos Islands, Kenya and Tanzania, the Amazon 
and Antarctica. And most recently Uganda, which offered the opportunity to walk with wild mountain 
gorillas and which they will share with you in this presentation. 

A Couple of Images from the Hamilton Butterfly Count

Northern Crescent, Westover area, 5 July 2015 - photo Bonnie 
Kinder.

Great Spangled Fritillary, Westover area, 5 July 2015 - photo 
Bonnie Kinder.
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A n d  N o w  F o r  S o m e  G o o d  N e w s !

Seabird Habitat Successfully Restored

Parks Canada and the Haida Nation have announced (15 April 2015) that Arichika Island in Haida Gwaii is now 
free of the invasive rats that for years have been devastating colonies of ground-nesting seabirds in the region. 

Remote islands along Canada’s west coast in Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve, National Marine Conservation Area 
Reserve, and Haida Heritage Site are breeding grounds for a considerable proportion of several globally-significant 
seabird populations, including about half of the world’s population of Ancient Murrelets, a Species at Risk in Canada.  
Arichika Island is recovering thanks to a restoration project implemented by the Government of Canada and the 
Haida Nation in collaboration with international partners experienced in island restoration and invasive species 
removal. Find details in the April 15 Parks Canada news release. Learn more about the groundbreaking Night Birds 
Returning project in the article “Making Islands Rat-Free Again for Seabirds” from the Spring 2014 edition of Bird 
Studies Canada’s magazine BirdWatch Canada.
Article reprinted from Bird Studies Canada e-newsletter, “Latest News”, 8 May 2015.

Ontario Government is First Jurisdiction in North America 
to Formally Regulate Neonic Pesticides

You said you wanted bees protected. Ontario listened. We asked you to take action on behalf of bees — and 
you did! On 9 June 2015, the Ontario government formally posted North America’s first regulations to reduce 

bee-killing neonic pesticides! The new restrictions take effect on July 1, 2015. Great news! Science clearly shows 
that neonics kill honeybees and are wreaking havoc with wild bees, butterflies, birds and worms. The David Suzuki 
Foundation will continue to push for bans of toxic pesticides, like neonics, that poison our water, contaminate our 
fields and harm countless species that pollinate our food and gardens. But for now, let’s savour an early victory for 
the bees. Thank you for caring about pollinators. You’re making a difference!
Article reprinted from David Suzuki Foundation e-newsletter, 6 June 2015.

A Couple of Images from the Hamilton Odonata Count

Twelve-spotted Skimmer, 4 July 2015, Fletcher Creek Ecological 
Preserve - photo Kevin McLaughlin.

Dot-tailed Whiteface, 4 July 2015 - Fletcher Creek Ecological 
Preserve - photo Kevin McLaughlin.



Renew Your Membership!
“A reminder to all members that our membership year runs from September 

1st through August 31st each year. For those of you who have provided us 
with your email address, please watch for your Membership Renewal Notice 
in your email in July/August. Or you may prefer to add a reminder notice to 

your own calendar so you are notified that way when renewals are due. If 
we can save the cost of mailing out reminders, which is now very expensive 
with Canada Post charges, then we can put that money towards our critical 

conservation purposes. Your cooperation with this move to electronic 
reminders would be greatly appreciated by your Board.”

 

This male Lark Bunting delighted many Ontario birders during its one day stay on 23 May 2015. It was found along Valens Road, in the 
large open hayfield area about 500m south of 8th Concession. It was very cooperative during the day, allowing many birders to add this 

rare Ontario bird to their Ontario list, or more importantly, their Hamilton list - photo Barry Cherriere.


