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Editor’s notes…… 
Readers will note another reprint in this issue, this after I made a point in the last issue about not being a fan of repeats. However, I will 
gladly reprint this article. It’s not often an outside source pays homage to one of the HNC’s more prominent members. I’m speaking of Dr. 
Robert (Bert) MacLaren, and the Hamilton Spectator article, by Paul Wilson, details a trek to the MacLaren Rock (memorial) in Fletcher 
Creek Ecological Preserve. I’m sure that many of you read this in the “Spec” last January but likely some of you missed it as I did. I was 
not aware of Paul’s article until I saw the link to it when I was entering the details of an HNC hike into the “Dates to Remember” for the 
October Wood Duck. The hike was on 17 October 2015 and was appropriately entitled, “Hike to the MacLaren Rock”. I realize now that 
I kind of “blew it” and should have highlighted Paul Wilson’s article in the October “Duck”, as I’m sure many of you, after reading his 
article, would have wanted to go on the hike. Hopefully, many of you did, and maybe I saw you there as I had planned to attend. I would 
not have known of this “rock’s” existence except that I stumbled upon it in 1987 when I was doing work on the Hamilton Herpetofuanal 
Atlas. It is certainly worth a visit so, if you missed this years’ hike, perhaps a repeat hike will be in the offing. At least you know about 
the MacLaren Rock now! Incidentally, I decided to go back and look at Wood Duck issues after Bert’s untimely death. In the March 1980 
Wood Duck (Vol:33. No. 7, page 98), there is a wonderful article, “In Memoriam: Dr. Robert C.G. MacLaren, written by HNC member 
Bob Curry. You may want to read it. Many of you will not have access to this article so let me know and I will forward you a copy.
In this issue there is a tribute to HNC member Jim Heslop who passed away on 6 September. Jim found out that he had terminal colon 
cancer in the spring of 2013. Despite this, he lived life to the fullest until the end. Whenever I encountered Jim he was always cheerful 
and upbeat despite his prognosis. Jim was both HNC VP and Treasurer at the time of  his diagnosis and had to withdraw from the HNC 
executive. Knowing Jim’s dedication to nature and the HNC, he would have been an excellent HNC President. He will be missed.
The cover Wood Duck photo in this issue was taken by Bob Curry on 31 August 2015 at Windermere Basin. This is the 11th photo in 
this “project” (see Wood Duck May 2014, page 196). This project will soon come to an end so if you have a Wood Duck photo 
that you would like to submit for publication, now is the time to do it. Thanks.

Member Profile — Cheryl Edgecombe
by Glenda Slessor

Everyone knows Cheryl. She’s the blonde with the Blackberry, 
the binoculars and the scope. She’s the one who greets you 

when you arrive breathless at the newest site of an interesting 
Hamilton bird. She tells you who found it, when, and how.  And 
then she’s back on her phone, checking in with every Hamilton 
lister to share the news. She wants them on their way. She can 
ring up 40 calls that way! 

But it’s not just the Hamilton birding community who rely on our 
Cheryl. She posts Hamilton’s bird sightings weekly to the OFO 
website and the special ones to ONTBIRDS. Ontario birders 
know her as the voice of the Hamilton Study Area. If by chance 
she has left the scene of a rarity, you can be sure that some female 
birder will be eagerly asked “Are you Cheryl?”....as visitors from 
Kitchener, or North Bay, or Kingston hurry into the group to 
join the fun of a Smith’s Longspur, or a Neotropic Cormorant. 
She can be in Muskoka, or as far away as the Dry Tortugas and 
be greeted like an old friend by birders who have never seen her 
in person. “You’re famous” they tell her. 

Cheryl has her network. She chats with the Newfoundland 
birders. She emails birders in California. She follows American 
Birding Association (ABA) rarities for all North American 
birds. “Anything new in Texas?”  you can ask her.  “In Arizona?  
California?  Vancouver?  Maine?”  

She’s been known to work on her own ABA list too, of course. Why 
not take a quick trip to Saint John’s for a Lapwing?  To Vancouver 
for a Red-flanked Bluetail. Or most recently, to Maine for a Red-
billed Tropicbird which rather nastily refused to appear. 

What we all know from such stories is that Cheryl loves her 

birding world.   And we know that she has organizational and 
communication skills of which most of us only dream. 

Cheryl grew up in Windsor, took her BSc at Western, and headed 
to Sault College  to earn her Parks and Recreation Certificate. 
As a student, she worked at Ojibway Nature Centre, then for 
Forestry Canada. After college, Mountsberg hired her as one of 
their naturalists.  

Today, she is an accountant and an office manager. Full time. And, 
she is a mother. Ten years ago, any or all of her three children 
might be in the back of her van, doing homework, reading, or 
watching a video if they didn’t want to join her for half an hour 
at Van Wagner’s “jaeger watch” after school and before supper. 
Today, these three are grown to adulthood....her daughter an 
accountant, her older son an accomplished jazz musician honing 
his skills in U of T’s music program, her youngest the computer 

Cheryl Edgecombe at her home on 6 August 2015 - photo Glenda Slessor.
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scientist.  She’s almost at that “empty nest” stage. But through it 
all, once she moved to Burlington, she has managed to weave her 
love of birding into this mix. 

She laughs and says “I have migration hours”.  Take a birding walk 
somewhere in the HSA 7:00-7:30.  Work till lunch.  Take another 
hour for a birding foray. Work the afternoon away...unless it’s 
“jaeger season”, or a warbler day or some such excitement on the 
birding front.  Then work gets done into the late evenings.   

Her first connection with  HNC was in 2000, at a Woodland 
Cemetery field trip. She met Tom Crooks here, and for years after, 
she, “Crooksie” and Dave Don were the birding trio we could 
see everywhere. Hamilton birders would follow their exploits for 
news, and for sheer vicarious pleasure. They always had tales to 
tell, always lots of laughs together. 

Since then, she has  been one of the underpinnings of the 
Naturalists’ Club Bird Study Group. This most successful of groups 
gathers eight times a year, and Cheryl is always there. She spent 
years chairing the meetings, introducing speakers, presenting 
identification sessions to help us with difficult bird ID’s and most 
recently, takes the responsibility of getting the program in place. 

Today, she says she has become an HSA junkie.....the study 

area list is her real passion and she has worked hard to build it 
to 335.   But like  many of us, she laments last winter’s Painted 
Bunting, deemed an escape by the Ontario Bird Records 
Committee....”couldn’t it count for a half, at least?” 

But maybe her real passion centres around the HSA birding 
community. Connecting everyone, she “ups our game”.   Her 
excitement becomes our excitement....we really really want to 
“get that Lark Bunting”. And Cheryl really wants us to add that 
new bird to our year list, our winter list, and of course, our all 
time HSA list.  

Interactive with the whole community, she is our hub. 

So when you put it all together, what would we do without her? 
She collects the weekly bird sightings, sorts them, checks them, 
organizes, writes and posts them for all to see.  She keeps the Bird 
Study Group going. Only a woman with a huge network, a love 
for birding, and a great love for people could do it all. 

Cheryl was a most deserving winner of the HNC Volunter of the Year (VOY) 
award in 2006. Unfortunately an article detailing her accomplishments for 
receiving the VOY was not written up and published in the Wood Duck as 
it should have been. This profile belatedly corrects that oversight and shows 
how appropriate the award was. Ed.

This Rock in the Woods Belongs to Bert
by Paul Wilson
The following article and photos is reprinted, with permission, from The 
Hamilton Spectator from 27 January 2015. It details a memorial to Bert 
MacLaren, HNC President in the year 1960-61, and one of the Clubs’ most 
cherished members. Ed.

It’s called the MacLaren Rock, and odds are you’ve never heard 
of it. I certainly hadn’t.

Then I got a call from Jim Howlett, retired mechanic and chair of 
the Hamilton Conservation Authority. Jim’s a large man in every 
way. Big brain, big heart, size 15 shoes. I’ve gone exploring with 
him before. Once he led me into a storm of seagulls. Another 
time we went looking for a shipwreck. And the plan this time was 
to go see a rock in the middle of some woods, up on Hamilton’s 
northern frontier. On this rock, Jim told me, there’s a plaque to 
Dr. Robert Gordon MacLaren. 

Most called him Bert. One of the four original founders of the 
Bruce Trail, he died before his time. He was somebody who knew 
nature — buffleheads, butterflies, plants of every kind — and 
shared his knowledge freely. No file on Bert in The Spec library, 
but fortunately there’s 93-year-old retired teacher Hazel Broker, 
a member of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club for 65 years. She 
remembers Bert well. He arrived from England in the mid-1950s 
and became director of radiation oncology at the Henderson 
Hospital’s cancer clinic. 

“I think with the career he had chosen, 
dealing with cancer, nature was a happy 
outlet for him,” Hazel says. She says he 
would head off on hikes, and sometimes a 
couple of members would tag along. Along 
the paths, he could identify all he saw. 
Eventually, he ended up leading summer 
walks every Tuesday, his day off. 

Tomorrow is the 35th anniversary of his death. Bert was 
upbound on the Jolley Cut, heading for the Henderson. The 
road was slippery and at the curve near the top, a woman in the 
downbound lane lost control and smashed into Bert. He was 56 
and left behind a wife and three children. Back then, a piece in 
the Naturalists’ Club newsletter had this to say: “Bert was a true 
man of nature, turning his practised and sensitive eye to all that 
surrounded him … it was his unselfish, patient, indefatigable 
sharing of this love and knowledge of nature which endeared 
Bert to so many of us.” 

Bruce Mackenzie, recently retired from the Hamilton Conservation 
Authority, was involved back then in searching out the rock that 
would become a memorial to Bert. He explains they found a good 
one, a granite boulder kicked around by a glacier. They put it on a 
forklift and moved it a half-kilometre into the forest. 

Paul  Wilson from cbc.ca
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“To me, there in the woods, it’s like a cathedral,” 
Bruce says. “It’s timeless.” 

Jim Howlett, HCA Advisory Board member Lydia 
Cartlidge and I head up Highway 6. Not far past 
Freelton, we take a left at Flamborough Concession 
11 West, which quickly becomes Gore Road. On 
one side, it’s City of Hamilton. On the other, 
Wellington County. Then it’s a right at Concession 
7, a dirt road. We soon pass the sign for the HCA’s 

Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve. Beyond the tracks, there’s a 
place to pull over and we set off into the woods. Not much of a 
path at this time of year, but Jim’s covered the route many times. En 
route, he stops to show us a local wonder. “Everything’s frozen, the 

snow’s crunching and here’s open 
water,” he says. “This is where 
magic happens.” 

He’s heard the pure spring water 
here takes a couple of thousand 
years to filter up through the 
rock below. “Beats Brita all to 
heck.” We dip a bottle in, each 
have a swig. Best ever. A toast to 
Bert MacLaren. 

We follow tracks of deer, coyote, 

fox through the cedars, past a stone wall created by long-ago 
settlers clearing the land. And then it changes. We are in a forest 
of hemlock, maybe seven storeys tall. And here in a clearing is 
the MacLaren Rock. The plaque to the man who “walked afield, 
savouring all the goodness of our great country” is untarnished, 
as handsome as when it was mounted all those years ago. 

We let the silence surround us. Then Lydia breaks into How 
Great Thou Art. You can sing that hymn in church, but you 
can feel it better out here in Bert’s cathedral. 

Dr Robert (Bert) 
MacLaren.

In a clearing in the forest at 
Hamilton’s northern boundary, 
Lydia Cartlidge and Jim Howlett 

have a quiet moment at the 
MacLaren Rock, January 2015 - 

photo Paul Wilson. The plaque on Bert’s rock, with text by John J. Carey, describes a man 
who loved to share his knowledge of nature - photo Paul Wilson.

In Memoriam – Jim Heslop
Remembering Jim 
by Jim Stollard 

I recruited Jim to follow me as the Club’s Treasurer in 2009 
and, since then, worked closely with him many times until his 

recent death at the age of 67. I recently met with his wife, Linda, 
son Dwayne and daughter-in-law, Darlene to gather information 
for this article. 

Born in 1948, as a boy growing up in Toronto, Jim had a difficult 
family history which led him to seek solace in nature.   Dwayne 
remembers him saying that the first bird that captured his attention 
was an American Goldfinch. Though he was interested in many 
aspects of nature, birding dominated, and in his final days, he was 
still hopeful of one more species to up his Ontario Bird Life List 
from 399 to 400. Sadly, his health prevented this. 

Jim graduated from York Memorial High School in Toronto 
where he met his wife to be, Linda.   They were high school 
sweethearts, then married on Feb. 10, 1968.  They had two boys, 
Dwayne and Bart.  Unfortunately, Bart died when in his early 
20’s.  Due to company moves, they lived in a number of Ontario 
communities over the years, including Toronto from 1968-74, 
Malton, Port Dover, Brampton, Pickering from 1984-92 and 

lastly Ancaster from 1992-2015.  He worked for the American 
Can Company (later Ball Packaging after a buyout) for 38 years 
until his retirement, most of that time as a Registered Industrial 
Accountant, a designation he earned by correspondence over 
11 years. After retirement, he did some bird survey consultant 
work for Stantec Ltd. monitoring the effects of windfarms on 
birds and bats. He relished having the extra income to spend on 
birding travel. 

Travels to experience nature began with family camping trips 
to favourite places such as Provincial Parks at Rondeau, Turkey 
Point, and Charleston Lake as well as eastern Canada. He also 
loved international travel in search of exotic birds and birded in 

Jim Heslop in Algonquin Park, 1 December 2008 - photo George Bryant.
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Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Israel, Madagascar, Malaysia and Borneo, 
Mexico, Panama, Peru, South Africa, Thailand, Trinidad, the 
United States and Venezuela.  Using his organized accountant’s 
mind and excellent photography skills, all these trips were 
documented and recorded on bird lists, his computer and in 
binders kept in his home office. After each trip, there were slide 
shows for family and friends. 

Jim belonged to several nature clubs over the years and was 
always willing to pitch in and help with club work. He was a keen 
member of the Ontario Field Ornithologists for many years and 
was editor of that club’s newsletter for a number of years.  He 
was a member of the Pickering Field Naturalists Club during his 
years living in Pickering and was Recording Secretary 1990-91,   
President 1991-92 and Past President 1992-94.  While a member 
of the HNC, Jim served as Publicity Director from 2006 – 2008, 
Treasurer from 2009 – 2013, and from 2011 to 2013, he was also 
Vice President. However, his illness forced him to resign from 
the Board in the fall of 2013. For many years, he also entered the 
Noteworthy Bird Records into the Club’s scientifically important 
database of birds found in the Hamilton area.  

As a supporter of the HNC’s nature sanctuaries, Jim believed 
in respecting nature and in encouraging youngsters to enjoy, 
appreciate and preserve nature.  His family have special memories 
of his fondness for teaching his grandchildren about wildlife, 
especially birds, and about the natural environment.  Jim’s family 
have donated three of the excellent bird prints he and Linda 
collected, to the HNC to use in fundraising for our Sanctuary/
Land Trust program, for which we are very grateful. 

As two Club Treasurer’s and as fellow birders, Jim and I had much 
in common. We were also members of a trivia team at HNC trivia 
night fundraisers and at Assumption Catholic High School’s 
annual trivia nights.  He taught me a great deal, was always a 
dependable source of help and always a pleasure to spend time 
with. I am thankful for his friendship and will miss him greatly as 
will all who knew him. 

Travels with Jim
by George Bryant

I knew Jim Heslop off and on for decades but didn’t get to know 
him well until 2004 when I joined a bunch of Hamilton birders 

on a three-week trip to Thailand. He was a wonderful travelling 
companion. Subsequently Bob Stamp, Jim and I went on do-it-
yourself birding tours to many exotic destinations. We saw Gelada 
Baboons in Ethiopia, Magellanic Woodpecker at Tierra del 
Fuego, Alligator Bird in Ghana, Lemurs in Madagascar, Leopards 
in South Africa and Spoon-billed Sandpiper in Thailand. Jim 
did all the driving and rarely got us into trouble. In Argentina, 
a wheel went flying ahead into the ditch—repairs to it cost us a 
days’ birding. Later on that trip, on a remote sandy road in the 
hot mid-day sun, we buried the car up to the axles. Yikes! Jim 
was an aficionado of motor car racing and had spent many hours 
frequenting Mosport before he discovered birding. The lessons 

he learned there put him in good stead when in Australia for the 
first time, he drove on the left and had to negotiate Melbourne’s 
compound roundabouts during rush hour.

They were great adventures; we saw multitudes of birds and shared 
a lot of laughs. Jim dubbed us “Los Tres Amigos”—it was true.  

As we trudged back to the vehicle, Jim ever the optimist would 
declaim, ”four more life birds before we get back!” Before dinner 
as we were doing our bird lists, Jim would remind us what went 
best with a beer - another beer! Jim loved Blues music and our 
drives were accompanied by discs of many of his favourite sound 
tracks including a cult favourite - Cubic Zydeco. 

The Hamilton Study Area was, of course, Jim’s favourite area for 
birding: Bob and I often joined Jim in pursuit of HSA birds, year birds, 
all-time month birds or when desperate to get out, winter birds. 

Jim had more than his share of family tragedies but always 
maintained a positive and cheery disposition. There was no 
doubt the love of his life was his wife Linda, their kids, and most 
importantly his two granddaughters. Jim Heslop was genuine 
and unaffected, hard-working, generous, and a true friend.

Jim Heslop in Brazil, 31 October 
2009 - photo George Bryant.

Next Bird Study Group
9 November (Monday) 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

 Feeding Birds in Winter 
Speaker David Wood is the proprietor of 
Wild Birds Unlimited in Burlington and a 
long-time HNC member. He is a well-known 
member of the BSG. Dave will give advice on 
feeders and techniques and perhaps tell us 
how to keep squirrels off of our bird feeders! 

Burlington Seniors’ Centre
 2285 New Street, Burlington
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R e p o r t  o n  t h e  M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  o f  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 5

Safari and Gorilla Trek in Uganda, the Pearl of Africa
by Peter Thoem

If, like me, your mental image of Uganda has changed little 
since the senselessly brutal era of Idi Amin ( “…. Lord of All the 

Beasts of the Earth and Fishes of the Seas and Conqueror of the 
British Empire in Africa in General and Uganda in Particular”) 
then Maggie Sims’s presentation to the September meeting was 
just the thing to correct the record

Idi Amin virtually cleaned out the country, slaughtering: 
imagined rivals, religious leaders, journalists, artists, senior 
bureaucrats, judges, lawyers, students and intellectuals, criminal 
suspects, and foreign nationals; and that’s just the Homo sapiens. 
He also ravaged the country’s wildlife, selling off elephants for 
their ivory and leaving the disorganized army to feed itself on all 
and any wildlife. 
Uganda has emerged from those ashes and today ‘big game’ 
wildlife is protected, encouraged and conserved thanks to Uganda 
Wildlife Authority.  I must admit that I knew nothing of relevance 
or significance about this green and pleasant land, which has lots 
of interesting wildlife, some of it really big stuff.

Maggie and Dave Sims love to travel. Not for them Florida 
in February or New Orleans in March, their idea of travel (to 
date) includes Antarctica, the Galapagos Islands, and Tanzania.  
Uganda was on their must-see list. Maggie’s stories, and Dave’s 
photographs, were of a circuit around Uganda’s perimeter, 
stopping at five celebrated national parks and culminating in 
Gorilla-watching in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park. 

Maggie opened by explaining that she was going to take us 
on a ‘quick pictorial gallop.’  A gallop that was punctuated by 
countless excellent bird photos and dotted with place names that 
hearken back to the days of British rule: Murchison Falls and 
Lake Albert among them.

It would be tedious to list the names of the birds and mammals 
photographed by Dave, so I’ll retell a few of her anecdotes and 
sprinkle in some of the wildlife species as we go along.

One of Maggie and Dave’s early stops was Murchison Falls. It 
was full of Hartebeests, Rothschild’s Giraffes, Warthogs, Oribis, 
Patas Monkeys, African 
Elephants and Lions. Not 
just any old lions though, 
the pride of Murchison’s 
pride was a dominant male 
with just three legs. He 
lost one in a snare some 
years ago but, incredibly, 
managed to retain his 
position of dominance. It’s hard to imagine the drama and 
the turns of events that would take a wild, top-of-the-food-
chain, alpha-lion from trapped and mortally wounded through 
survival, recovery and back to dominance again.

The White Rhinoceros is 
a troubling misnomer 
because both the White 
Rhino and the Black Rhino 
are actually a kind of dusty 
grey. But, we learned, it 
was never intended that 
it should be called the 
‘white’ Rhinoceros. The 
original idea was to call it 
the Wide Rhino in acknowledgement of its wide, shovel-shaped 
lower jaw, as distinct from the narrower jaw of the other one – 
the Black Rhino. You’d think though, wouldn’t you, that having 
got things wrong with White Rhino, calling the other one Black 
Rhinoceros served only to exacerbate the confusion; but there 
it is. Incidentally, current alternative names are Square-lipped 
Rhinoceros and Hook-lipped Rhinoceros; much better.

One of the last places I would ever venture to swim would be in 
a central african river. I may be overly cautious, but I’ve seen 
those wildlife movies where herds of migrating wildebeests 

plunge headlong, eyes-
rolling with fear, into 
a crocodile infested 
river, certain that not 
all of them will make it 
across. Well, as Maggie 
explained, the Nile 
Crocodile (she saw lots) 
is the world’s second 

most dangerous croc after 
Australia’s Salt Water Crocodile. Candidly, I didn’t need its world 
ranking anyway; I’m against eye-to-eye crocodile encounters as 
it is.  I once knew a young woman whose father owned a farm 
bordering the Limpopo River. She told me that provided your 
canoe (or air-mattress or whatever) is longer than seventeen 
feet you are safe from croc-attack, because crocs won’t go after 
anything exceeding their 
own length.

And then there’s Hippopotami 
who are generally passive 
vegetarians although easily 
frightened and consequently 
inclined to make a dash 
for the nearest water. And 
thereby a tip to bear in mind: 
don’t ever stand in their way 
when they’re on the run heading for water; they’ll barge right 
over you; fifteen-hundred kilos of blind determination.

All of this thought-provoking mega-fauna is to be found in a 

Maggie Sims at Luxor, Egypt, 19 March 
2012 - photo David Sims.

Hartebeest, Murchison Falls, 31 July 
2014 - photo David Sims.

White Rhinoceros, Murchison Falls,  31 
July, 2014 - photo David Sims.

Rothschild’s Giraffe, Murchison Falls, 1 
August 2014 - photo David Sims.
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world decorated with a super-
abundance of kingfishers: 
Malachite, Pied, Giant, and 
Grey-headed Kingfishers 
included. And there’s the 
herons and their look-alikes: 
The Goliath Heron standing 
up to 150 cm. tall; Open-billed 
Storks characterized by large 

bills, the mandibles of which do 
not meet except at the tip; Gaudy and extravagantly spectacular 
Grey-crowned Cranes which are justifiably represented on 
Uganda’s flag; And the Shoebill which derives its name from its 
size-13 shoe-like bill.

Or what about the Hammerkop? A large wader with a 
distinctively large crest on the back of its head that makes it look 
like, well, a hammer. Hammerkops spend much of their lives 
building nests; most of them for no apparent reason, certainly 

not for raising a brood. These  
massive aggregations of sticks 
and debris, stuck in a tree 
and large enough to support 
a person, are coincidentally, 
frequently appropriated by 
snakes, small mammals and 
various other bird species who 
attach or incorporate their nests 
within the structure. 
Other than observing the 
apparent futility of rolling balls of 

dung around all day, you probably wouldn’t think the Dung Beetle 
would hold your attention for long.  But this curious behaviour 
is really a sophisticated mode of protecting and promoting the 
successful incubation and hatching of the beetle’s larvae. I also 
learned from Wikipedia that Dung Beetles are currently the only 
known non-human animals to navigate using the Milky Way!
Beset by such wildlife richness it must have been tough to 
choose; but I got the sense that for Maggie, the highlights of 
their Uganda trip were the Chimpanzees and the Mountain 
Gorillas. The reality of Chimpanzee behaviour, their social 
organization and their hunting strategies are increasingly well 
known and understood. It provokes a slight gnawing discomfort 
to think that for so many decades of the last century (and in 
many countries still today) ‘chimps’ were used for comic relief 
and family entertainment. I’m sure I’m not the only one with 

memories of the Chimpanzees’ Tea Party at the zoo!

We have always taken Gorillas far more seriously. 
Notwithstanding the rigours of the journey, it is possible to see 
Gorillas in the wild in the Bwindi Impenetrable National Park. 
Gorillas don’t take to people very easily and it’s only through 
the unending patience of volunteer zoologists, who slowly 
build a relationship of trust with a Gorilla family, that today’s 
visitors can get close. Once a Gorilla family is located, visitors 
are allowed just one hour of contact; not a minute more. Maggie 
and Dave had that privilege, a privilege that followed hours of 
trekking and bushwhacking up and down precipitous slopes. 

If the highlight of the trip was to meet the Gorilla family, then the 
pinnacle was surely the old silverback Mwirima, the dominant 
male. In a composite photo, a portrait of him and his wives and 
children, he stares out of the photo with a calm and reflective 
gaze.  There’s an intelligence in those eyes that left me wondering 
just who has made it furthest down the evolutionary tree; him or 
me. 

Hippopotamus, Nile River Boat 
Cruise- photo David  Sims.

Malachite Kingfisher, left, 1 August 2014; Gray-headed Kingfisher, 15 
May 2015, both Nile River boat cruise - photos David Sims.

Shoebill, Nile River boat cruise, 2 
August 2014 - photo David Sims.

Chimpanzees at Kibale, 4 August 2014 - photo David Sims.

Gorillas, Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, 8 August 2014 - photo David Sims.
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H N C  H i k e  R e p o r t

Late Butterflies and Odonates and European Hornets
by Bill Lamond

The hike was supposed to start at 10 a.m., however, on the eve 
of the hike, Kevin McLaughlin alerted me to conflicting start 

times in the Wood Duck “Dates to Remember” and the website. 
The website said 9 a.m. which is too early for an insect hike in 
mid-September. Nonetheless it was too late to notify anyone of 
this discrepancy – I had to be at the meeting location at 9 a.m. 
and again at 10 a.m. as well! There was a group of four people 
waiting at 9 a.m. at the Beverly Swamp Conservation Area on 
Safari Road. I explained the two meeting times problem and I 
suggested we travel down the road to the Hyde Tract and then 
come back to this site in 45 minutes for the 10:00 a.m. start 
group. Agreed! While at the Hyde Tract we saw a few birds 
and heard several more. We “spished in” a group of chickadees 
and got a male Black-throated Blue Warbler to come in as did 
a Red-eyed Vireo. We heard a lot of woodpeckers; Northern 
Flicker,  Hairy, Downy and Pileated Woodpeckers, but only saw 
the flicker. Times flies, and we had to head back to the original 
meeting location. There were four more people for the 10 a.m. 
meeting time. Nine is a good number for a hike. We started into 
the swamp hoping for some good sightings. 

The swmap was not at all good for butterflies. We saw very few 
at this site. It had been a poor year for butterflies in Hamilton 
and for much of southern Ontario. Not sure why this was, but it 
had been remarked upon by many. Perhaps the parasitic wasps 
and flies were in very good numbers in 2015; possibly due to the 
weather this summer although it had not been an exceptionally 
cool year. However, it was September 20 after all and you cannot 
expect a feast of butterflies at this date. There were two highlights. 
We saw a female Leonardus Skipper quite soon into the hike. It 
was well photographed. The other bright moment was a “fresh” 
American Painted Lady in the old field at the north end of the 
trail. But it was remarkable how few butterflies we saw. I don’t 
think we saw a Cabbage White Butterfly here. Perhaps we saw 
six species, with the others being Common Sulphur, Monarch 

(1), Pearl Crescent, and 
Wild Indigo Duskywing 
(1). Dragonflies were 
only marginally better. 
A few Common Green 
Darners, two Shadow 
Darners, and several 
Autumn Meadowhawks. 
However, we were 
outdoors on a nice, sunny 
day in late summer 

which for most of us made this all worthwhile. 

We then drove to Valens C.A. to have lunch. Although it was 
sunny, some wanted to sit in the shade despite the relative 
coolness. We managed to compromise and find a picnic table in 

dappled sunshine. After lunch, we checked out the cattail marsh 
boardwalk at the north-eastern end of the reservoir. We found 

Female Leonardus Skipper and yellow-jacket, 20 September 2015, 
Beverly Swamp C.A., Safari Road - photo Kevin McLaughlin.

Author and hike leader Bill Lamond (right) 
holds a darner for several eager cameras, 
Valens C.A., 20 September 2015 - photo 

Bonnie Kinder.

Wild Indigo Duskywing, Beverly Swamp C.A., Safari Road, 20 September 
2015 - photo Bonnie Kinder.

Autumn Meadowhawk pair in tandem, 20 September 2015, Valens C.A. 
- photo Bonnie Kinder.
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lots of “Blue Darners” cruising the open water areas of the cattail 
marsh. Chris Cheatle and I were able to ambush  and net quite a 
few of these as they tried to pass the boardwalk. We caught two 
other species of darner here; Lance-tipped and Canada Darner, 

and also saw several Band-winged Meadowhawks, as well as 
White-faced and Autumn Meadowhawks. Butterflies were 
excruciatingly thin here. I can’t remember any of note. Perhaps 
the highlight of the hike were these very large hornets that we 
saw feeding on grounded apples under an apple tree along the 

road. Initially we thought 
the few large hornets we saw 
were queens – the ones that 
overwinter. However, we 
soon saw so many of these 
that it became apparent that 
these were not queens but 
some large species which 
none of us had encountered 
before. We witnessed at least 
one individual attack and 
carry off a much smaller 
“yellow Jacket”. Afterwards, 
Chris Cheatle did the leg-

work and discovered that this was a large introduced European 
hornet species appropriately called European Hornet (Vespa 
crabro). It was introduced into eastern North America around 

1840 in New York state. Since that time it has slowly spread and 
is now found in most of the eastern United States, reaching as 
far south and west as Louisiana and Texas, the Dakotas in the 
northwest, and North Carolina in the southeast. I could not find 
any information about their first occurrence in Ontario however 
Jeff Skevington informs me that “they are pretty widespread 
through SW Ontario now. I have seen them as far north as the 
Chaffey’s Lock area. They are not abundant”.

Another common name for this species is Giant Hornet which is 
entirely appropriate as they are large – about an inch long and at 
least 4-5 times larger in bulk than adjacent yellow jacket species 
here. However, this alien is not really invasive and does not appear 
to be causing any ecological problems. It was certainly something 
interesting to encounter on this lovely late summer day.

Darners — Shadow Darner, female (top photo), Common Green Darner 
(bottom), 20 September 2015, Beverly Swamp C.A., Safari Road - 

photos Chris Cheatle.

Praying Mantis, Valens C.A., 20 
September 2015 - photo Kevin 

McLaughlin.

European Hornet, 20 September 2015, Valens C.A. Unfortunately  you 
cannot appreciate the large size of the species from the image here - 

photo Kevin McLaughlin.

Next HNC Monthly Meeting
16 November (Monday) 7:30 p.m.

RBG HQ, Plains Road West, Burlington
 “Flowers for Feathered Friends”

Gardening to attract birds can be mixed with 
any other kind of gardening, but requires 
a few specific considerations. It also has 
benefits to your landscape beyond the joy 
of birdsong. This talk is for more than just 
birders, covering concepts such as biodiversity 
and native plants. Speaker Sean James has 
been gardening professionally since he was 
sixteen. He runs his own landscaping business 
and is a Past President of the Milton and 
District Horticultural Society. Sean grew up 
surrounded by nature near Crawford Lake 
in Campbellville. RBG HQ, Plains Road West, 
Burlington.
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D AT E S  T O  R E M E M B E R  -  N o v e m b e r  2 0 15
One Saturday of the Month, September to May, 10 a.m. to noon, Jr. Naturalists’ Club at RBG Nature Centre.  For 7 to 13 year olds. 
Since the club formed in 1986, it has given children learning experiences that generate life-long respect and appreciation for nature. 
Jackson Hudecki leads the adventures. Pre-registration required. Fee: $80/child.

1 November (Sunday) 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie 
Valley, meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

1 November (Sunday) HNC - Hamilton Fall Bird Count. This will be the 42nd  fall bird count. Most birders have their own 
territories which they have done for years but new participants are always welcome. Bill Lamond is the compiler of the fall bird 
count. Call him or email to confirm you are participating this year. bill-lamond@hotmail.com or 519-756-9546.

2 November (Monday) 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. RBG - Nordic Pole Walking. Rock Chapel location. Rain or shine, join Deborah 
Hannah; get fit by walking the RBG trails with poles. Pre-registration required. Fee: $15.

5 November (Thursday) 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. RBG - Where Have All the Bees Gone?  RBG Centre. Come listen to George Scott 
discuss this important issue. This is a Member Appreciation event that non-members can attend for the price of admission to 
the gardens. RSVP to Danielle, 905-527-1158 ext. 514.

8 November (Sunday) 8:30 a.m. – 10:30. HNC - Ecology Hike at McMaster Forest. This hike will be lead by Madeleine Serhal 
who is a fourth year Life Sciences student at McMaster University with a focus in Ecological studies. Learn about the ecosystem 
and the combined efforts to maintain the native species diversity within the McMaster Forest. Frequent stops will be taken to 
discuss vegetation, insects and animals and how they all contribute to a healthy ecosystem. The hike is mostly on level ground but 
there are  some less groomed sections. Proper hiking shoes suggested. The hike will only be cancelled in the case of heavy rain. 
All levels of hiking and knowledge expertise are welcome, let’s all learn from each other!  Meet at McMaster Forest, on Lower 
Lion’s Club Rd 200m west of intersection with Wilson Street. Meet in front of the fire hydrant. Free parking. This is also an easy 
commute by bus or bike from West Hamilton. Contact mserhal123@gmail.com if you have any questions.

8 November (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). 
Princess Point, meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

8 November (Sunday) 2:00 p.m – 4:00 p.m. RBG -  Winter Tree and Shrub Silhouettes at RBG Centre. Appreciate nature; bare trees 
and shrubs have striking silhouettes. Pre-registration required. (Part of the Adult Education Series). Pre-registration required. Fee: $15.

9 November (Monday) 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group. Feeding Birds in Winter. Speaker David Wood is the 
proprietor of Wild Birds Unlimited in Burlington a long-time HNC member. Burlington Seniors’ Centre, 2285 New Street, Burlington.

14 November (Saturday) 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. HNC - Lakeshore Birding: Van Wagner’s to Fifty Point. Lead by Kevin McLaughlin, 
local veteran birder who has been leading fall birding outings for the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club for more than 35 years. There 
will be stops at various points along the lake during this popular annual excursion. In the event of bad weather, we will be taking 
shelter at Hutch’s or at the Lakeland Centre Tower. Afternoon extension if conditions are good. Meet in the parking lot on the north 
side of Hutch’s Restaurant (Van Wagners Beach Road). Contact Kevin at kevinmclaughlin05@gmail.com if you have questions. 

15 November (Sunday) 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North 
Shore, meet at the Nature Centre, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

15 November (Sunday) 2 to 4 p.m. RBG -  A Walk in Nature is Good for You. At RBG Nature Centre. A guided hike. Pre-registration 
required. A Family Fun Day program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $12 for adults, children (4-12) $8, children 3 and under free.

16 November (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Monthly Meeting. Flowers for Feathered Friends. Gardening to attract birds. See talk 
description on page 59. Speaker Sean James has been gardening professionally since he was sixteen. He runs his own landscaping 
business and is a Past President of the Milton and District Horticultural Society. RBG HQ, Plains Road West, Burlington.

21 November (Saturday) 10 a.m. – noon. RBG -  Jr. Master Gardeners Club. At RBG Centre. For 7 to 12 year olds. Third Saturday 
of the Month, September to April, Cuttings, starting seeds, watching for bugs, winter learning fun in RBG’s greenhouses. Pre-
registration required. Fee: $80/child.

22 November (Sunday) 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes South Shore, meet at 
the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

29 November (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Rock 
Chapel, meet in the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.
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D AT E S  T O  R E M E M B E R  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 15  2015

One Saturday of the Month, September to May, 10 a.m. to noon, Jr. Naturalists’ Club at RBG Nature Centre.  For 7 to 13 year olds. 
Since the club formed in 1986, it has given children learning experiences that generate life-long respect and appreciation for nature. 
Jackson Hudecki leads the adventures. Pre-registration required. Fee: $80/child.

5 December (Saturday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC- Evening Eastern Screech-Owl Outing. Join birder Sheldon McGregor as 
we visit several popular Eastern Screech-Owl haunts in the Hamilton area. Dress warmly, bring binoculars if you have them as we 
sometimes get glimpses, a flashlight (optional), and perhaps something hot to drink at the end of the outing. Meet at the Martin Road 
parking lot (just beside baseball diamonds – do NOT go down the big hill). This is at the rear (to the west side) of the Morgan Firestone 
Arena - 385 Jerseyville Road West, Ancaster. Contact Sheldon McGregor 905-304-8282 or sheldonbirder@hotmail.com for more info.

6 December (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie 
Valley, meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

7 December (Monday) 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group. Christmas Social and Quiz. Burlington Seniors’ Centre, 
2285 New Street, Burlington.

13 December (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). 
Princess Point, meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

14 December (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC Monthly Meeting. Through the Lens: Why Nature Photography? Nature has the ability 
to captivate and enthrall us at a single glance, and capturing it in photos is a fascinating, exhilarating and sometimes maddening 
pursuit! In the presentation Kyle Horner will discuss the motivations and inspirations behind nature photography, and share some 
of his favourite stories and photos. Suitable for photographers and non-photographers alike! Kyle grew up in Port Hope and has 
been fascinated by nature and wildlife for as long as he can remember. His childhood was spent sloshing through marshes and 
traipsing through the forest. He is proud to say that he has been birdwatching since before he could walk! Kyle is currently the 
Education Coordinator at Wild Ontario, and a tour guide for Eagle Eye Tours.

20 December (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes 
North Shore, meet at the Nature Centre, RBG Arboretum, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call  905-527-1158 ext. 404.

26 December (Friday) Boxing Day. HNC - Annual Hamilton Christmas Bird Count. Selected sites in the Hamilton Study Area. 
Please contact to register.

27 December (Sunday) 2:00 p.m – 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South 
Shore, meet at the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES   All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge and time. 
The HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating in any of these activities. 
Please assess your own ability to participate. Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. You are advised to check the HNC 
website (www.hamiltonnature.org) before setting out, to ensure that the hike has not been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are 
discouraged as they startle wildlife, damage nests, and interfere with the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing 
your pet and for other questions. We also publicize Royal Botanical Gardens hikes and events. Most RBG programs require pre-
registration one week prior. There is a charge for these activities except for the Sunday Get Back To Nature Walks. For information 
on RBG hikes: Angela Irwin, Public Program Bookings, RBG, 905-527-1158 (1-800-694-4769) ext. 270. programs@rbg.ca  www.rbg.
ca. Visit https://tickets.rbg.ca/PEO/ for programming at RBG, “For The Nature Lover” category (menu at left).
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Ferns in Our Area - Cinnamon, Interrupted and Lady Ferns
by Peter Thoem

As promised at the end of last month’s article, here, I hope, 
is enough to inspire some interest in two closely related 

and reasonably common ferns: Cinnamon Fern (Osmunda 
cinnamomea) and Interrupted Fern (O. claytoniana); two of three 
Osmunda species that may be found in our area (Royal Fern is 
the third and was discussed last time). For variety, I have also 
added a bit about Lady Fern (Athyrium filix-femina) which, while 
unrelated to the other two, is something of a challenge to identify 
but definitely deserves your attention and admiration.

Cinnamon Fern thrives in shady, rich woodlands and emerges in 
spring from a sturdy rhizome as a tidy circle of one-metre high 
fronds. It remains conspicuous all summer and dies down in late fall.  
Distinguishing Cinnamon Fern from its close cousin, Interrupted 
Fern, can be a bit tricky unless you see their fertile fronds.  

In spring, the Cinnamon Fern 
produces an unmistakable 
wand-like fertile frond 
that rises from the middle 
of the plant and looks 
like a big fuzzy cinnamon 
stick. The fertile frond is 
spectacular (if a bit short-
lived) and the best time to 
see it is in June.  Once it has 
done its appointed task of 
distributing spores, it seems 
to collapse and wither, but 
the sad, deflated remnant 
often persists into late July 
so you may benefit from its 
lingering presence to clinch 

an identification. But beware, not all clumps of Cinnamon Fern 
produce a fertile frond.

Without the fertile frond as a giveaway, you’ll probably need 
your field guide to help you. As a starting point though, it forms 

a circular cluster of erect, smooth, sturdy, 
mid-green fronds, each twice-divided 
with long tapering pinnae and rounded 
pinnules. Because the spores are produced 
in the separate and distinctive fertile frond 
mentioned earlier, the underside of the 
frond has no spore dots. 

As noted, it’s possible to confuse Cinnamon 
Fern with Interrupted Fern; they are closely 
related. Both can be found at Spooky 
Hollow; Cinnamon Fern is very abundant and Interrupted Fern 
is found in a few places only. Take a field guide with you.

Interrupted Fern is closely 
related to Cinnamon Fern and 
bears many similarities to it. 
If you were to hand me sterile 
fronds of both species, I would 
probably struggle to say which 
was which. Given a bit more 
time I’d probably recall that 
Cinnamon Fern has little tufts 
of white to light brown hair at 
the base of pinnae. I’d need a few 
more clues: Interrupted Fern is 
a taller, leggier, more sprawling 
fern, reaching 1.5 metres; half 
as tall again as Cinnamon 
Fern. Interrupted Fern likes 

rich woodlands but prefers drier and sunnier openings while 
Cinnamon Fern tends to keep its head down in deeper shade. 

But what makes the two species easy to distinguish, one 
from the other, is the fertile fronds, the part of the plant that 
produces and bears the spores. Recall that the Cinnamon Fern’s 
fertile frond is a separate, tall, wand-like spike rather like a 
fuzzy cinnamon stick.  Interrupted Fern gets its name from 

Peter Thoem from 
RBG Board of 

Directors website. 

Cinnamon Fern with fertile frond, 
Ruthven Park Slough Forest, June 2012     

photo Peter Thoem.

Cinnamon Fern fertile frond detail, 
Ruthven Park Slough Forest, June 

2012 - photo Peter Thoem.

Interrupted Fern from website http://frenchhillpond.org/index.htm.
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the abrupt interruption of a 
frond’s pinnae half way up the 
rachis (stem.) In their place 
are three to five pairs of spore-
bearing pinnae that look like 
a cluster of brown, wrinkly 
caterpillars. Above them the 
normal pinnae reappear and 
continue up the frond as if 
nothing happened.  There is a 
good stand of Interrupted Fern 
at Spooky Hollow in a sunlit 
area opposite the park bench.

Lady Fern is a fairly common, classically shaped and rather 
elegant fern that likes moist, deciduous woodlands where it 
emerges in spring but collapses at the first frost. It stands about 

one metre high and rises in 
a clump from a semi-erect 
central rootstock or rhizome. 
It is thrice-divided which 
means that the pinnae are 
divided into pinnules which 
in turn are deeply cut into 
lobes; this dividing and re-
dividing creates the delicate 
and decorative appearance 
of the plant. 

The pinnae tend to point 
upwards and the upper 
surface of the axis is 
conspicuously grooved.  
But you’ll need a few more 
clues to pin it down. It’s the 
sort of fern that you have 
to examine down on your 
knees, working with your field guide and ignoring the moist 
ground. The key feature I start to look for in mid- summer is 
this: the underside of the pinnules are crowded with elongated 
J-to-U-shaped sori. Once you get used to recognizing them you 
probably won’t need to get wet again. 

The excellent book, Ferns of Grey & Bruce published by Owen 
Sound Field Naturalists, notes that Lady Fern is a widespread 
circumboreal species with many sub-species; even locally there 
are many forms. One variant sometimes found in our area is 
known as forma rubellum and has a deep-red stalk. I’ve found 
a very few of them, perhaps one in fifty, and it is indeed a very 
attractive fern. 

Interrupted Fern spore-bearing 
pinnae, Spooky Hollow, August 

2015 - photo Peter Thoem. 

Lady Fern, forma rubellum, Spooky Hollow, July 2012 - photo 
Peter Thoem.

Lady Fern. Underside of frond showing 
the J-shaped sori crowding the pinnae, 

Peter Thoem’s Burlington backyard, 
August 2015 - photo Peter Thoem.

Soft-hairy False Gromwell (Oh Molly) Onosmodium molle 
var. hispidissimum in the Hamilton Area
by Bill Lamond

On 5 June 2015 I was out naturalizing one of my favourite 
local areas in Brantford. This is the area along both sides 

of Hardy Road, not too far from the Grand River. There are a 
lot of interesting habitats here, some very natural and others 
heavily overgrown by non-native plants. I was ostensibly looking 
for dragonflies and butterflies but I was also on the lookout for 
anything of note. I was seeing Milbert’s Tortoiseshells, Midland 
Clubtails, Rusty Snaketails and Delta-spotted Spiketails – all 
usual species in this area. I was searching through an alfalfa field 
– often good for nectaring butterflies and resting dragonflies – on 
the far, western edge of the field, and I noticed an open wooded 
area adjacent to this field. It appeared to be a rather routine-
looking area that I had never explored. I decided to walk in.

As I walked into this open area, I noticed a fair amount of Stiff 
Goldenrod, a rare plant in Brantford. Then I noted several 

Soft-hairy False Gromwell, 5 June 2015, Hardy Road, Brantford - 
photo Bill Lamond.
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Seneca Snakeroot and 
Robin’s Plantain. There 
was an abundance of Early 
Goldenrod here, and along 
a deer trail that lead me 
in, there was some Hairy 
Beardtongue. Also there 
was Wild Bergamot, Wild 
Madder, Northern Bedstraw, 
and a fair bit of Privet and 
European Buckthorn. The 

privet and buckthorn were kept low, I assumed, by deer browse, 
keeping this area relatively open. I was following a Rusty 
Snaketail when I saw a plant that was utterly foreign to me. There 
were at least 10 plants, with some about three feet tall. It was 
an interesting looking plant to say the least but I thought it was 

possibly some adventive weed. 
It was a coarse-looking species 
that reminded me of a gromwell/
comfrey. However, because of 
the Stiff Goldenrod and Seneca 
Snakeroot present, I thought it 
may be something interesting. I 
took several photos.
I sent a note off to Michael 
Oldham of the Natural History 
Information Centre, along with 
photos, asking him if he knew 
what it was. He replied that 
it was Onosmodium molle var 

hispidissimum, Soft-hairy False Gromwell. It is provincially rare 
and tracked by NHIC, S2 status, which means that it is Very Rare 
in Ontario – usually between 6-20 occurrences in the province or 
with many individuals in fewer occurrences; often susceptible to 
extirpation. The map shows this species range and occurrences in 
Ontario. You can see that there is a very old location centred right 
over Brantford. It is unlikely that this is the exact location where I 
saw this species, but it is surely from somewhere nearby. There is 
also an old location from extreme south-eastern Waterloo Region 
which is likely from within the Hamilton Study Area circle. 
Goodban (1995) lists a very old collection at the Royal Botanical 

Gardens herbarium, ca. 1870, from “Hamilton; Mountain Side”. 
For some reason this record is not mapped by Keddy (1987). 

I visited the site again on 11 July to take pictures of the plant in 
flower. Needless to say, it is not a showy inflorescence but neat 
looking just the same. On this date I also found Low Calamint 
and Green Milkweed, both significant plants. There was also 
Butterflyweed here and a few Poke Milkweeds along the wood-
edge, making four species of milkweed here – a lot of significant 
plants in this possibly one hectare habitat. The most interesting 
aspect of this site is that I believe the habitat is preserved by 
deer browse. I could be wrong, but without the heavy deer 
browse, I think the buckthorn and privet would have taken over 
and possibly eliminated many of the rare plants here. Perhaps 
sometimes White-tailed Deer can be beneficial for some plant 
communities?

One last thing. Readers may be wondering about the “Oh Molly” 
name listed above in the title. Michael Oldham told me that he 
and Wasyl Bakowsky (another NHIC botanist) have been calling 
this species by this common name for several years after hearing  
someone give a presentation on the species who referred to it 
repeatedly as O. molle (pronounced molly). I think this is a far 
more interesting name than Soft-hairy False Gromwell! 

References:
Goodban, A. G. (1995) A Checklist of the Vascular Plants of Hamilton-
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& G.W. Argus eds. Atlas of the Rare Vascular Plants of Ontario. Part 4. 
National Museum of Natural Sciences, Ottawa.

Leaf study of Soft-hairy False 
Gromwell, 5 June 2015, Hardy Road, 

Brantford - photo Bill Lamond.- 

Unfolding inflorescence of Soft-hairy 
False Gromwell, 5 June 2015, Hardy 

Road, Brantford - photo Bill Lamond.

Range and locations of Onosmodium molle var. hispidissimum 
in Ontario from Keddy (1987).

Low Calamint, 10 July 2015, Hardy Road, Brantford - photo Bill Lamond.

Flower and seeds of Soft-hairy False Gromwell, 10 July 2015, Hardy Road, 
Brantford - photo Bill Lamond.

New Locations post - Atlas of the Rare Vascular Plants of Ontario - courtesy 
Michael Oldham, October 2015.
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 NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS – MARCH - MAY 2015
by Rob Dobos
Rob Dobos graciously stepped in to do the spring season NBR as new NBR compiler Len Manning had major computer problems and was unable to 
complete them. Ed.

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2015 to May 31: 257.  Underlined species or dates require documentation by the Hamilton 
Bird Records Committee.  Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee.  For species marked with “#”, 
all reported records are listed.  For all other species, only highlights are listed.  Note that the species order follows the most recent American 
Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements.

Observers: Paul Baldassi (PBa), Glenn Barrett (GBa), Gerten Basom (GBs), Wayne Bullock (WB), Jerry Chapple (JCh), Nina Chapple (NCh), Barb 
Charlton (BC), Chris Cheatle (CCh), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Curtis Combdon (CCo), Barry Coombs (BCo), Mark Cranford (MCr), Robert Curry (RC), 
Sandy Darling (SD), Rob Dobos (RD), Dave Don (DD), Chris Duff (CDf), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Luc Fazio (LF), Janet 
Forjan (JFo), Kathleen Gardiner (KG), Brian Gibson (BGi), Brandon Holden (BH), Eric Holden (EH), Ellen Horak (EHo), Jerry Horak (JHo), Jackson 
Hudecki (JHu), Martin Hurst (MHu), Mourad Jabra (MJa), Beth Jefferson (BJe), Mark Jennings (MJ), Mike King (MKi), Tim King (TK), Bill Lamond 
(BL), Sarah Lamond (SL), Joyce Litster (JLi), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Len Manning (LMa), Arlene McCaw (AMC), Lesley McDonell (LMD), Allan 
McInnis (AMI), Simon McLatter (SML), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Tom Miller (TMi), Matt Mills (MM), David Moffatt (DMo), George Naylor (GN), 
Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), Terry Osborne (TO), Henrique Pacheco (HP), Richard Poort (RPo), Dilia Porter (DPr), Rob Porter (RPr), David 
Pryor (DPr), Joanne Redwood (JRe), Peter Scholtens (PSc), George Sims (GSi), Howard Shapiro (HSh), Paul Smith (PS), Elias Takacs (ET), Lisa Teskey 
(LTe), Peter Thoem (PT), Marian Thorpe (MT), W. Vanderhorst (WV), Mike Veltri (MV), John Vieira (JVi), Jim Watt (JWa), Doug Welch (DWe), Gavin 
Wells (GWe), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), many observers (m.obs.).

Legend:
* -first occurrence for the 
year
F -first occurrence for the
 migration
L -last occurrence for the
 migration
HSA -Hamilton Study Area
SM –singing male
terr. –territorial bird

Plumages, etc.:
m. -male
f. -female
ad. -adult
ba. -basic
alt. -alternate
imm. -immature
juv. -juvenile
1st  yr. –first year

County/Region/City:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

Greater White-fronted Goose#: A flock of 52 at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville [HD] 
Apr 7 * (BH) provided a record high count for the HSA.
Snow Goose#: Two blue morph past Beamer C.A., Grimsby [NG] Mar 22 
(NPH); one at Bronte Harbour [HL] Mar 23 (MJ et al.); one imm. at 8th Line N 
of Britannia Rd [HL] Apr 15 (EJa). 
Brant#: Six past Saddington Park, Port Credit [PL] May 22 * (LF); one at 
Coronation Park [HL] May 25 (TMi).
Cackling Goose#: Seven at Watersedge Park, Bronte [HL] Mar 18 (MJ); one at 
Saddington Park, Port Credit Apr 1 (LF et al.); one at Lake Ontario at Green Rd 
[HM] Apr 2 (BH). 
Tundra Swan: 40 over Hagersville [HD] Mar 13 (KWi); 20 over Dundas [HM] 
Mar 13 (MM); 70 over New St & Guelph Line [HL] Mar 13 (CE); 100 over Dundas 
Mar 14 (NCh); birds at Beamer C.A.: 54 –Mar 20, 30 –Mar 26, 15 –Mar 30 (NPH); 
105 over south Burlington [HL] Mar 31 (CE); 250 past Green Rd Apr 2 (BH); 
140 past Woodland Cemetery [HM] and 70 at Greensville [HM] Apr 3 (BL,KM).
Wood Duck: Three at Tapleytown Rd N of Green Mt Rd [HM] Mar 23 F (JRe).
Blue-winged Teal: One m. at Bronte Harbour Mar 11 * (MJ).
Northern Shoveler: Six at Bronte Harbour Mar 11 F (MJ).
Northern Pintail: A pair nesting at Windermere Basin [HM] May 31-on (CE).
Ring-necked Duck: Two m. at Desjardins Canal, Dundas Mar 11F-13 (JCh; JRe).
King Eider#: One f. off Green Rd Mar 15 * and Apr 2 (BH); one ad. m. past 
Green Rd Apr 2 (BH).
Harlequin Duck#: One m. + one f. off Gairloch Gardens, Oakville [HL] Mar 
11-15 (m.obs.).
Black Scoter: Three on Hamilton Harbour off CCIW [HM] Apr 1 (RD); six off 
Green Rd Apr 17 (LMa).
Long-tailed Duck: One at Grand River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford [BR] Mar 11 (BL).
Barrow’s Goldeneye x Common Goldeneye hybrid#: One m. off Green Rd 
Mar 13 (BH).
Ruffed Grouse#: Two at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 [HM] Mar 1-31 (PS); one at 
Greensville Mar 14 (PS); two terr. at Conc 6 & Valens Rd [HM] Apr 27 (LMa); 

one terr. at Millgrove Loam Pits [HM] May 1 (LMa). 
Red-throated Loon#: One off Fruitland Rd [HM] Mar 7 F (RD,CE); four off 
Burlington Ship Canal [HM/HL] Mar 7 F (RPo), and two there Mar 9 (PBa); one 
off Saddington Park, Port Credit May 23 L (RD et al.). 
Common Loon: One past Beamer C.A. Mar 16 F (NPH). 
Pied-billed Grebe: One at Bronte Harbour Mar 11*-17 (MJ). 
Horned Grebe: 100 off Stoney Creek Lakeshore Apr 13 (KM).
Red-necked Grebe: One off Burlington Ship Canal Mar 7 * (RPo); three at 
Bronte Harbour Mar 17 (MJ).
NEOTROPIC CORMORANT#: One ad. past Green Rd Mar 31 * (BH) was 
later found that day roosting at Tollgate Pond [HM] (HP) were it was present 
Apr 1-7 (m.obs.) but also seen again past Green Rd Apr 2 (EH) and Apr 3 (BH); 
this provided the second record for the HSA.

Neotropic Cormorant, Tollgate Ponds, 3 April 2015 - photo Mike Veltri.
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American White Pelican#: One at Mountsberg C.A. [WL/HM] May 16 * 
(CCo).
Double-crested Cormorant: One past Beamer C.A. Mar 18 F (NPH).
American Bittern#: Two at Grass Lake [BR] Apr 12*-May 2 (EHo,JHo); one at 
Saddington Park, Port Credit May 4 (MCr).
Least Bittern#: Birds at Safari Rd Wetland [HM]: 1terr. –May 16 * (RD,CE), 
3terr. –May 18 (PSc et al.), 2terr. –May 20 (GN; DD).
Great Egret#: One past Green Rd Apr 2 * (BH); one at N Shore of Cootes 
Paradise [HM] Apr 6 (PT); one at Bronte Marsh [HL] Apr 8 (GE); one at Christie 
C.A. [HM] Apr 13 (WB); one at N Service Rd & Guelph Line Stormwater Pond 
[HL] May 8 (RD).
Snowy Egret#: One at Bronte Harbour May 11 * (MKi).
Green Heron: One at Edgelake Park [HM] Apr 17 * (LMa); one at Fifty Point 
C.A. [HM/NG] Apr 18 (WV).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: One ad. at Edgelake Park Apr 3 F (RD et al.).
GLOSSY IBIS#: One ad. at 8th Line N of Britannia Rd [HL] Apr 28 * (DPr; 
m.obs.).
Turkey Vulture: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 737 – Mar 31, 699 –Apr 1, 687 –Apr 3, 
678 –Apr 12 (NPH).
Osprey: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 1 * (NPH); a pair nesting at Hwy 6 & Hwy 403 
[HL] Apr 8-on (RD); a pair nesting at Badenoch [WL] Apr 12-on (MT); a pair 
nesting at Hwy 24 & East River Rd [WT] Apr 14 (GSi); a pair nesting at Hwy 403 
& QEW, Burlington [HL] Apr 29-on (GN).
MISSISSIPPI KITE#: One ad. at Carolina Park, Brantford [BR] May 22 * 
(BL,SL,KG) provided the seventh record for the HSA.

Bald Eagle: A pair nesting at Brant Park, Brantford [BR] Mar 4 (AMI); a max. of 
13 on Hamilton Harbour ice Mar 9 (RD); a total of 80 counted at Beamer C.A. 
Mar 1-May 15 (NPH).
Northern Goshawk#: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 6 * (NPH).
Red-shouldered Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 –Mar 16 F, 156 –Mar 19, 298 
–Mar 31, 63 –Apr 1 (NPH). 
Broad-winged Hawk: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 11 * and a max. of 1594 there 
Apr 25 (NPH); one terr. at Hyde Tract [HM] May 3 (RD,CE,DD).
SWAINSON’S HAWK#: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 25 * (NPH).
Rough-legged Hawk: A max. of 36 at Beamer C.A. Apr 1 (NPH). 
Golden Eagle#: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 –Mar 17 *, 3 –Mar 19, 2 –Mar 20, 1 –
Mar 23, 1 –Mar 24, 1 –Apr 3, 1 –Apr 5, 3 –Apr 12, 1 –Apr 29 (NPH); one subad. 
over N Shore of Cootes Paradise [HM] Mar 17 (RPr,DPr); one ad. over Hwy 
403, Aldershot [HL] Mar 28 (RD).
Virginia Rail#: One terr. at Safari Rd Wetland Apr 30 * (JRe), and two terr. 
there May 13-20 (DD; RD,CE); two at Grass Lake May 2 (EHo,JHo), and one 
terr. there May 15 (RD,CE,DD).
Sora#: One terr. at Safari Rd Wetland Apr 30 * (JRe); one terr. at Millgrove 
Loam Pits May 3 (RD,CE,DD); one terr. at Slote Rd Wetland, Copetown [HM] 
May 21 (RPr).
Common Gallinule#: One at Millgrove Loam Pits Apr 30*-May 1 (JRe; LMa); 
one at Safari Rd Wetland May 18 (PSc et al.).
Sandhill Crane#: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 –Apr 2 *, 5 –Apr 6, 1 –Apr 25, 1 –Apr 
27 (NPH); one at Hwy 403 & Hwy 52 [HM] Apr 3 (BL); six at Grass Lake Apr 
12 (EHo,JHo), and one on a nest there May 15 (RD,CE,DD); one at Safari Rd 
Wetland May 13 (DD).
Black-bellied Plover: Two at Windermere Basin May 20 * (BCh).

American Golden-Plover: One at 8th Line N of Britannia Rd May 4 * (DPr).
Semipalmated Plover: Two at 8th Line N of Britannia Rd May 6 * (CE).
Killdeer: One over Princess Point [HM] Mar 10 * (RPr).
American Avocet#: 15 at Fifty Point C.A. Apr 18 * (WV); 24 at Bronte Harbour 

Apr 20-21 (MJ; m.obs.); 13 at Eastport Pier 27 [HM] May 2 (fide BC).
Spotted Sandpiper: One at Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond [HM] 
Apr 15 * (KM).
Solitary Sandpiper: One at 8th Line N of Britannia Rd (CE) and one at 
Windermere Basin (RD et al.) May 6 *.
Greater Yellowlegs: One at Dofasco Trail E of 10th Rd E [HM] Apr 3 * 
(KWi,AWi), and 19 there Apr 25 (RD et al.).
Willet#: One over Fifty Point C.A. May 17 * (RD,CE); one at Windermere Basin 
May 18-26 (PSc et al.), and two there May 20-25 (BCh; m.obs.); one at Hwy 407 
S of Britannia Rd Stormwater Pond [PL] May 19 (DPr); two at Rattray Marsh 
[PL] May 24 (JWa; MV).
Lesser Yellowlegs: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Apr 6 * (PT).
Upland Sandpiper: Four at Saltfleet [HM] Apr 19 * (MV).
Whimbrel#: 25 at Saddington Park, Port Credit May 22 * (LF).
Ruddy Turnstone: Three at Bronte Harbour May 10 * (MJ).
Sanderling: 13 at Van Wagners Beach [HM] May 31 * (RD,CE,LMa).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Two at Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond 
May 16 * (JRe).
Least Sandpiper: Six at 8th Line N of Britannia Rd May 4 * (DPr); 62 at Christie 
C.A. May 13 (DD).
White-rumped Sandpiper: One at 8th Line N of Britannia Rd May 9 * (DPr); 
two at Tollgate Pond May 25 (LMa).
Pectoral Sandpiper: Six at 5th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd [HM] Apr 12 * (LMa,LTe; m.obs.).
Dunlin: One at Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond Apr 15 * (KM); 50 
at Windermere Basin May 19 (RD,CE).
Short-billed Dowitcher: One at Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond 
May 16 * (JRe).
Wilson’s Snipe: One at 5th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd Apr 3 * (KWi,AWi), and 50  
there Apr 19 (LMa). 
American Woodcock: Three at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Mar 17 * (SD).
Wilson’s Phalarope#: One m. at Windermere Basin May 19 * (KM; m.obs.).
Bonaparte’s Gull: One off Miller Rd [HM] Mar 29 * (RD,CE,DD); 100 at Bronte 
Harbour Apr 15 (MJ); 400 off Grimsby Lakeshore [NG] May 2 (RD et al.).
Little Gull#: One ad. off Green Rd Apr 19 * (BH); one off Confederation Park 
Apr 26 (RPo).
Thayer’s Gull#: One ad. at Bronte Harbour Apr 14 L (MJ).
Iceland Gull#: Birds at Bronte Harbour: 1 1st ba. –Apr 6 (MJ), 1 2nd ba. –Apr 15 
(MJ), 1st alt. –May 19 L (MJ); two ad. at Windermere Basin Apr 19 (RC); one 1st 
ba. at NE Shore of Harbour May 1 (RD). 
Glaucous Gull: One ad. at Bronte Harbour Apr 8 (MJ); one ad. at CCIW 
Breakwall Apr 16-17 (LMa); one 1st ba. at Hamilton Harbour off CCIW Apr 29 
(RD); one imm. at Windermere Basin May 2 L (LMa).
Great Black-backed Gull: 15 imm. at NE Shore of Hamilton Harbour May 12 (RD).
Caspian Tern: Six at Windermere Basin Apr 6 * (BCh).
Common Tern: Two at Bronte Harbour Apr 8 * (MJ).
Forster’s Tern#: Two at Bronte Harbour Apr 10 * (MJ), and five there Apr 22 
(MJ); one off Grimsby Lakeshore May 2 (RD et al.).
Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at Berry Tract [HM] May 18*-27 (SD; m.obs.); 
one at Conc 8, Beverly Swamp [HM] May 18 * (RD) and May 23 (RD,DD).
Black-billed Cuckoo: One at Cartwright Tract [HM] May 6 * (DMo).

Adult Mississippi Kite over Carolina Park, Brantford, 22 May 2015 - 
photo Sarah Lamond.

Fifteen American Avocets at Fifty Point C.A., 18 April 2015 - photo Bruce 
Mackenzie.
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Snowy Owl#: One at Suncor Pier, Bronte [HL] Mar 17 and Apr 5 (MJ); one at 
Dundas St W of Trafalgar Rd [HL] Mar 19 (MJa); one at Aurora Cres, Burlington 
Apr 12 L (CE). 
Short-eared Owl#: One at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St [HL] Apr 4 L (MJ).
Common Nighthawk: One over Northview Cres, Burlington [HL] May 16 * (MJ).
CHUCK-WILL’S-WIDOW#: One f. at Shell Park [HL] May 10 * (DD; CE,RD; 
KWi,AWi) provided the second record for the HSA.
Eastern Whip-poor-will#: One at Ruthven Park, Cayuga [HD] May 4 * (PT); 
one at Dundas Valley C.A. [HM] May 7 (LMD).
Chimney Swift: One at Bronte Bluffs Park [HL] Apr 4 * (MJ) was record early 
for the HSA; 25 over Dundas May 5 (TO).
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Hyde Park Ave, Hamilton [HM] May 5 
* (GBa).
Red-headed Woodpecker#: One at Bronte Bluffs Park [HL] May 9 * (MJ,BJe); 
two ad. at Bronte Cemetery [HL] May 16-17 (CE,RD; m.obs.). 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at Grand River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford Mar 
11 * (BL) was likely overwintering.
Merlin: A total of nine counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 10-May 15 (NPH); one at 
Cedar Springs Rd [HL] Mar 23 (MHu). 
Peregrine Falcon#: A total of six counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 1-May 15 (NPH); 
one pair nesting at Vinemount Quarries [HM] Apr-May (BM; m.obs.). 
Olive-sided Flycatcher#: One at Shoreacres [HL] May 18 * (RPr et al.).
Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Confederation Park May 9 * (RD,CE,DD).
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Shoreacres May 11 * (RPo).
Alder Flycatcher: One SM at Slote Rd Wetland, Copetown [HM] May 16 * (RPr).
Willow Flycatcher: One at McMaster Forest [HM] May 5 * (RPr).
Least Flycatcher: One at Shoreacres and one at Shell Park May 4 * (RD,CE,DD).
Eastern Phoebe: One at Hendrie Valley [HL] Mar 28 * (DWe).
Great Crested Flycatcher: Birds on May 4 *: 1 –Ruthven Park, Cayuga (PT), 
1 –Sheldon Creek Trail, Bronte [HL] (RD,CE,DD), 1 –Shell Park (RD,CE,DD), 
1 –Hillview Dr, Grimsby [NG] (BM).
Eastern Kingbird: One at Vinemount [HM] May 4 * (BM).
Yellow-throated Vireo#: One at Edgelake Park May 3 * (CCh,MJa), and one 
there May 18 (CE et al.); one at Ruthven Park, Cayuga May 4 (PT); one SM at 
Westdale Ravine [HM] May 5-10 (DMo; RD); one at Shoreacres May 11 (ET); 
a terr. pair at Princess Point [HM] May 28-31 (RPr); three SM at Currie Tract, 
Halton Region Forest [HL] May 30 (RD et al.).
Blue-headed Vireo: One SM at Hyde Tract May 3 * (RD,CE,DD).
Warbling Vireo: One at Beamer C.A. (NPH) and one at Frances Ave & Green 
Rd (BH) May 3 *.
Philadelphia Vireo: Four at Shell Park May 16 * (RD,CE).
Red-eyed Vireo: One at Beamer C.A. May 4 * (NPH).
FISH CROW#: One at Burloak Park [HL] May 4 * (MJ); one at Frances Ave & 
Green Rd May 17 (BH); three at Verhoeven Dr, Burlington [HL] May 22 (DD).
Common Raven#: One at Hwy 407 W of Winston Churchill Blvd [PL] Mar 10 
(RD); birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 –Mar 13, 2 –Mar 20, 1 –Mar 24, 1 –Mar 27 (NPH); 
one at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Mar 25 (PS); one pair nesting at Vinemount 
Quarry Mar-May (BM; m.obs.); a pair nesting E of Fletchers Creek Ecological 
Preserve [WL] Apr 13-on (MT); two at Kerncliff Park [HL] Apr 26 (GN).
Purple Martin: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 10 * (NPH).
Tree Swallow: The first birds of the year were widespread on Apr 2 * (m.obs.).
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at Bronte Harbour Apr 8 * (MJ).
Bank Swallow: Two at Princess Point Apr 21 * (RPr).
Cliff Swallow: One at Bronte Harbour Apr 5*-8 (DD; MJ) tied the earliest 
record for the HSA.
Barn Swallow: Two at Bronte Apr 4 * (MJ).
Tufted Titmouse#: One at Cameron Ave, Dundas [HM] Mar 15 (GWe); one at 
Sawmill Rd E of Shaver Rd [BR] Apr 1 (GBs). 
House Wren: One at Sunrise Cres, Dundas [HM] Apr 29 * (RD).
Sedge Wren#: One SM at 8th Line N of Derry Rd [HL] May 28*-30 (fide CE; 
m.obs.).
Marsh Wren#: One SM at Safari Rd Wetland May 16 * (RD,CE). 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Apr 16 * (DMo).
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 10 F (NPH). 
Eastern Bluebird: 30 at Wilson St & Lower Lions Club Rd [HM] Mar 2 (DMo).
Veery: Birds on May 9 *: 1 –Edgelake Park, 3 –Fifty Point C.A., 2 –Forty Mile 
Creek, Grimsby (RD,CE,DD).
Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Edgelake Park May 9 * (LMa).
Swainson’s Thrush: Birds on May 9 *: 2 –Confederation Park, 6 –Fifty Point 

C.A., 2 –Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby (RD,CE,DD).
Hermit Thrush: Two at Patterson Rd, Dundas [HM] Mar 8 (MM). 
Wood Thrush: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 9 * (RD,CE,DD).
Gray Catbird: One at McMaster Forest May 3 F (RPr).
Brown Thrasher: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 10 F (NPH).
Lapland Longspur#: Up to four at Fallsview Rd W of Sydenham Rd [HM] Mar 
7-9 (JCh,NCh; m.obs.); 24 at West Dumfries Rd W of West River Rd [BR] Mar 
21 (JHo); nine at Dofasco Trail E of 10th Rd E Apr 20 (LMa).

Ovenbird: One at Beamer C.A. May 3 * (NPH).
Louisiana Waterthrush#: One at Edgelake Park May 4 * (CCh; m.obs.); one at 
Bronte Bluffs Park May 25 L (MJ).
Northern Waterthrush: 40 SM in West Flamborough May 1 * (LMa).
Golden-winged Warbler#: One at Shell Park May 8 * (AMC; m.obs.).
“Brewster’s” Warbler#: One m. at Shoreacres May 8 F (PBa; RD,CE,DD); one at 
Millgrove Loam Pits May 14 (JFo).
Blue-winged Warbler: One at McMaster Forest May 3 * (RPr).
Black-and-white Warbler: One at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby May 2 * (RD et al.).
Tennessee Warbler: One m. at Sheldon Creek Trail, Bronte May 4 F (RD,CE,DD).
Orange-crowned Warbler: Two at Edgelake Park and one at Forty Mile Creek, 
Grimsby May 9 F (RD,CE,DD).
Nashville Warbler: One at Beamer C.A. (NPH) and one at Dundurn Castle 
[HM] (BCo) May 3 F.
Mourning Warbler: One at Edgelake Park (GN et al.) and two at Shoreacres 
(RPo) May 11 *.
Common Yellowthroat: Two at Spencer Creek Trail, Dundas [HM] May 4 * (RPr).
Hooded Warbler#: Birds at Edgelake Park: 1m. –May 11 * (LMa; m.obs.), 1f. 
–May 11 (GN,RD), 1m. –May 16 (LMa,LTe).
American Redstart: Three at Westdale Ravine May 5 * (DMo).
Cape May Warbler: One m. at Edgelake Park May 2 * (RD et al.).
Cerulean Warbler#: One m. at Ruthven Park, Cayuga May 4 * (PT); one m. at 
Conc 8, Beverly Swamp May 18 (TK).
Northern Parula: One at Beamer C.A. May 3 * (NPH).
Magnolia Warbler: One at Ruthven Park, Cayuga May 4 * (PT).
Bay-breasted Warbler: Birds on May 9 *: 1 –Shell Park (JVi), 3 –Edgelake Park 
(RD,CE,DD), 3 –Fifty Point C.A. (RD,CE,DD), 1 –Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby 
(RD,CE,DD).
Blackburnian Warbler: One m. at Dundurn Castle (BCo) and one m. at 
Middletown Rd & Spencer Creek [HM] (RD,CE,DD) May 3 *.
Yellow Warbler: One at Millgrove Loam Pits May 1 * (LMa).
Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Edgelake Park May 9 * (RD,CE,DD).
Blackpoll Warbler: One m. at Fifty Point C.A. May 9 * (RD,CE,DD).
Black-throated Blue Warbler: One m. at Sheldon Creek Trail, Bronte May 4 * 
(RD,CE,DD).
Palm Warbler: One “yellow” hypochrysea subspecies at Sheldon Creek Trail, Bronte 
Apr 10 * (MJ) was record early for the HSA; 25 at Beamer C.A. May 3 (NPH).
Pine Warbler: One SM at S Shore of Cootes Paradise Apr 12 * (JHu); 10 at 
LaSalle Park [HL] Apr 15 (GN).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: 100 at Beamer C.A. May 3 (NPH).

Lapland Longspur, 9 March 2015, Fallsview Road, Dundas - photo 
Bonnie Kinder.
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Prairie Warbler#: One m. at Frances Ave & Green Rd May 3 * (BH); one m. at 
Edgelake Park May 11 (LMa; m.obs.).
Black-throated Green Warbler: One m. at Fifty Point C.A. and one m. at Forty 
Mile Creek, Grimsby May 2 * (RD et al.).
Canada Warbler: One at Edgelake Park (PBa et al.) and one at Shoreacres 
(RPo) May 11 *.
Wilson’s Warbler: One m. at Edgelake Park and one m. at Forty Mile Creek, 
Grimsby May 9 F (RD,CE,DD).
Eastern Towhee: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 5 * (NPH).
Chipping Sparrow: One at Sheldon Creek Trail, Bronte Apr 12 * (RD,CE,DD).
Clay-colored Sparrow#: One SM at Cityview Park, Burlington [HL] May 9 * 
(EHo); two SM NW of Valens Rd & Conc 6 [HM] May 15 (RD,CE,DD).
Field Sparrow: One at Conc 4 W of Middletown Rd [HM] Apr 6 * (RD).
Vesper Sparrow: One at 8th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd [HM] Apr 3 * (RD et al.).
LARK BUNTING#: One m. at Valens Rd S of Conc 8 [HM] May 23 * (HSh,BGi; 
m.obs.) provided the second record for the HSA.

Savannah Sparrow: One at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Apr 3 F (MJ).
Grasshopper Sparrow#: Two SM at Westover Tract May 1 * (LMa).
Fox Sparrow: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 7 F (NPH).
Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Shoreacres May 8 F (PBa; RD,CE,DD).
Harris’s Sparrow#: One 1st alt. m. at Sheldon Creek Trail, Bronte Apr 12-23 
(RD,CE,DD; m.obs.), and at Duskywing Way feeder Apr 27 (CDf).
White-crowned Sparrow: One at Beamer C.A. Mar 11 (NPH); one at 
Shoreacres May 4 F (RD,CE,DD). 
Dark-eyed Junco: One m. “Oregon” Junco at East Hamilton Mountain [HM] 
Mar 23 (LMa,LTe).
Summer Tanager#: One 1st alt. m. at Edgelake Park May 12 * (LMa; m.obs.).
Scarlet Tanager: One at Bronte Woods [HL] May 4 * (RD).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One f. at Hillview Dr, Grimsby May 5 * (BM).
Indigo Bunting: One at Ruthven Park, Cayuga May 4 * (PT).
Bobolink: One at Frances Ave & Green Rd May 3 * (BH).
Eastern Meadowlark: One at Conc 5 & Fairchild Creek [HM] Mar 22 * 
(RD,CE,DD).
Rusty Blackbird: One at McMaster Forest Apr 10 * (RPr); one at Edgelake Park 
May 15 L (LMa).
Common Grackle: One at Saddington Park, Port Credit Mar 4 * (LF et al.).
Brown-headed Cowbird: One at Lynden St, Dundas [HM] Mar 1 F (JLi). 
Orchard Oriole#: One at Frances Ave & Green Rd May 3 * (BH); two at Burloak 
Park May 4 (MJ); three ad. m. + one 1st alt. m. at Confederation Park May 9 
(RD,CE,DD); one ad. m. at Fifty Point C.A. May 9-10 (RD,CE,DD; RPr); one 
SM at Confederation Park May 24 (RD,DD).
Baltimore Oriole: One m. at Edgelake Park May 2 * (RD et al.).
Purple Finch: Nine at Patterson Rd, Dundas Mar 8 (MM); five at Beamer 
C.A. Apr 24 F (NPH); one SM at Middletown Rd & Spencer Creek May 3 
(RD,CE,DD); one SM at Conc 8, Beverly Swamp May 18 (TK; RD).
Common Redpoll: Two at Patterson Rd, Dundas Mar 8 L (MM).
Hoary Redpoll#:  One at SE Oakville [HL] Mar 5 (JWa); one at Saddington 
Park, Port Credit Mar 4-8 (LF et al.); one at Hendrie Valley Apr 1 L (PT).
Pine Siskin: 12 at Hillview Dr, Grimsby May 1 (BM); 30 at Confederation Park 
(RD,DD) and 40 at Edgelake Park (LMa) May 24. 
Evening Grosbeak#: Birds calling at Hunter Rd, Grimsby [NG] Mar 8 * (BM); 
one m. at Puslinch Lake [WL] Mar 13-18 (SML). 

Lark Bunting, 23 May 2015, Valens Road south of Concession 8 
- photo Barry Cherriere.

 Nature Counts 2
The third edition of the Hamilton Natural Areas Inventory 
(NAI), “Nature Counts 2” was recently published jointly 
by the Hamilton Conservation Authority, The City of 
Hamilton and the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. This is 
the most complete, up-to-date, summary of natural 
areas, plants and wildlife within the Hamilton municipal 
boundaries available.
As comprehensive as it is, funding limits constrained the 
amount of field work that could be done and prevented 
the publication of the final report from being subsidized. 
Since the largest demand for copies of “Nature Counts 
2” comes from consulting companies doing research for 
their clients, the price of print copies of the two volume 
set was set at $100, and digital copies at $30, to help 
recover the cost of publication.  These are available 
through the Hamilton Conservation Authority. 
In order to make Nature Counts 2 more available to the 
public, printed copies are available for viewing now (or in 
the near future) at the following locations:
Hamilton City Hall
Hamilton Conservation Authority “Woodend” location
McMaster University Science Library
Niagara College Library
Hamilton Public Library
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B i r d  S t u d y  G r o u p  M e e t i n g  S u m m a r y  –  A p r i l  2 0 ,  2 0 1 5   

Inaugural Robert Curry Award and a Trip to the Outer 
Banks with Peter and Caleb Scholtens 
by Michael Rowlands 

Since 1939 on a semi-regular basis, the Ross Thompson 
Trophy has been awarded to the junior birder in the HNC 

who had identified the highest number of bird species in a 
designated area in the previous calendar year. This trophy has 
now been officially retired because we have run out of room to 
add the winners’ names on the base of the trophy. (It will be on 
display at Woodend with other HNC memorabilia for visitors to 
the Hamilton Conservation Authority’s main building to see.) In 
its place, the HNC Board has approved the new “Robert Curry 
Trophy for Most Bird Species,” donated by the HNC’s Robert 
(Bob) Curry, a widely respected birder, naturalist and author 
of the Birds of Hamilton. The carving of a Wood Duck atop the 
trophy, made by Quebec woodcarver Roger Desjardins, has been 
donated by David Wood, owner of the Burlington Wild Birds 
Unlimited store. 

The inaugural presentation of this trophy was made at the April 
20th meeting of the Bird Study Group by Bob Curry to Ben 
Oldfield, who recorded 185 species in the Hamilton Study Area 
in 2014. Ben said he started birding when he was seven or eight 
years old, curious to identify what turned out to be a Red-eyed 
Vireo. In recent years he has 
been a regular volunteer at 
Ruthven every Sunday in the 
spring and fall where he has 
helped with banding birds 
– what a great way to get to 
know the field marks of a 
wide variety of species! He 
thanked his mentors – Rick 
Ludkin, Nancy Furber, Joanne 
Fleet, Cheryl Edgecombe, and 
particularly his parents and 
grandparents – for supporting 
his interest in birds. 

The April meeting of the Bird 
Study Group (BSG) has often 
been a members’ night in 
which members are invited to 
share stories of their birding adventures around Hamilton, North 
America or the world! This year we had a single presentation 
from the father and son tag-team of Peter and Caleb Scholtens 
who gave us a pictorial account of their visit to North Carolina’s 
Outer Banks area in August 2014. 

About forty-five people from the Scholtens family made the trip 
south to celebrate the 45th wedding anniversary of Peter’s parents. 
Staying in the seaside resort town of Rodanthe, they were able 
to see lots of shorebirds on the long sandy beaches and, on one 

adventurous day, a group 
of them chartered Brian 
Pattison’s Stormy Petrel 
for a combined fishing 
and pelagic birding trip 
out into the Atlantic 
Ocean. Peter described 
the settings of each of 
the slides they showed 
and Caleb supplied the 
birds’ names and other information about their behaviour. 
Birds seen from the shore included the following: Sanderling, 
Willet, Black-bellied Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, Semipalmated 
Plover, American Avocet, Black Skimmer, Least Tern, Forster’s 
Tern, Great Egret, Tricolored Heron, Snowy Egret, Laughing 
Gull, Common Grackle, Fish Crow, and Eastern Kingbird. 
The boat trip was a challenge for some as the chop on the water 
was significant and many of the kids experienced seasickness. 
Chum and fish oil tossed overboard were used to attract many 
birds behind the boat as it cruised around. Species seen included 

the following: Wilson’s Storm-
Petrel, Audubon’s Shearwater, 
Sooty Tern, Red-necked 
Phalarope, Corey’s Shearwater, 
Black-capped Petrel, Royal 
Tern, and Brown Pelican. Those 
who fished were successful 
in catching lots of Triggerfish 
and Wahoos. It looked like a 
great and memorable family 
outing! 

The April meeting concluded 
the season’s meetings of the 
Bird Study Group, so after 
some snacking and socializing, 
the group dispersed to plan 
their spring and summer 
birding and perhaps to think 

about capturing some pictures to be shown at a future members’ 
night. 

The evenings’ speakers, Peter and Caleb Scholtens, 
20 April 2015 - photo Michael Rowlands.

Ben Oldfield accepts the inaugural 2014 Robert Curry Trophy from Robert Curry, 
20 April 2015 - photo Michael Rowlands.
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Hamilton Naturalists’ Club Volunteer Projects in Hamilton 
Harbour: What are Those Birders Doing Over There?
by Bob Curry

At the October Hamilton Naturalists’ Club (HNC) Bird Study 
Group (BSG) meeting, I spoke about two new volunteer 

projects that birders have been involved with in 2015. As not 
all Hambirders are HNC members or were at that meeting, it 
seems appropriate to outline what we are doing in Hamilton 
Harbour. Both projects arose from discussions at meetings of 
the Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan (RAP) Fish and 
Wildlife Advisory Committee.

Hamilton Harbour has been listed as an area of concern (AOC) 
so designated in 1987 by the Canada United States Great Lakes 
Water Quality Agreement (GLWQA). Since 1992 there has 
been in place a plan to delist Hamilton Harbour - the Hamilton 
Harbour Remedial Action Plan (RAP).

RAP has several subcommittees including the Fish and Wildlife 
Advisory Committee. Over the past 17 years I have served on 
this and several other subcommittees as a representative of the 
HNC, to put forth our ideas for rehabilitation of the Harbour 
with wildlife and observation of wildlife in mind. Late in 2014 it 
was proposed that the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club might wish to 
be involved in two wildlife projects. At the first three meetings of 
the Bird Study Group (BSG) in 2015, I asked for volunteers, and 
six HNC members including myself signed on. HNC volunteers 
are David Brewer, Barb Charlton, Cheryl Edgecombe, Jennie 
Foley, Caleb Scholtens and me. 

Volunteers held a series of meetings with Dr. Jim Quinn 
(McMaster Biology Department), Dr. Dave Moore (Canadian 
Wildlife Service), John Helka (Senior Project Manager, Hamilton 
Water and Public Works Department) and Marilyn Baxter 
(Environment Manager, Hamilton Port Authority). 

Two projects were outlined and we agreed to participate in these. 
The first involves the management of colonial waterbirds that nest 

in the harbour. RAP has set long-term targets for the optimum 
number of nesting pairs of these waterbirds. In essence, what 
this means is managing species in order that Common Terns, 
Caspian Terns, Herring Gulls and Black-crowned Night-Herons 
can maintain or increase their numbers as they compete with 
Double-crested Cormorants and Ring-billed Gulls for limited 
nesting space. Jim Quinn and Dave Moore have managed these 
birds for many years. Jim uses biology undergraduate students as 
volunteers in the early spring, and in addition, hires two students 
each summer.

In April I helped set up the CCIW islands for nesting terns along 
with Quinn, Moore and a group of McMaster students. Then 
in early June, David Brewer and I helped count Common Tern 
nests at Windermere Basin.

The other project involves long-term censusing of birds and other 
animals and plants in the Windermere Wetlands. The wetlands 
and grasslands, west and east sides, have been rehabilitated and 
restored by the federal, provincial and municipal governments at 
a cost of $20.6 million. The wetlands and uplands are owned and 
managed by the City of Hamilton. Access to the west side is via 
Port Authority lands requiring the volunteers to purchase keys.  
John Helka, who oversees Windermere for the City, allowed for 
a small group of about six observers to participate in the census 
work. Consistent with the agreement, volunteers must count 
the birds and submit their observations to eBird in order that a 
database of records accumulates.

At the present time security issues preclude access to the West 
Side Wetlands to all but the HNC volunteers. I hope that this 
helps birders on the east side (the lookout) to understand what is 
being done on the west side.

Common Tern nest, 2 July 2015, Windermere Basin - photo Bob Curry..

Jim Quinn directing volunteers at Windermere Basin,  14 April 2015 - 
photo Bob Curry.
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Member’s    Photo    Gallery

Merlin at Cootes Paradise, 1 October 2015 - photo Stewart Scott. Band-winged Meadowhawk, 20 September 2015, Valens C.A. - photo 
Bonnie Kinder.

White form New England Aster, 27 September 2015, Crook’s Hollow, Dundas - photo Bob Curry.

Orb weaver species, 5 October 2015, Ancaster backyard  - photo Ian Smith. American Beaver in Spencer Creek at Cootes Paradise, 15 September 
2015 - photo Peter Hurrell..



 Out with the Old, and In With the New!
The Ross Thompson Trophy for youth birding has been retired. It is a well-known tro-
phy that is adorned with the names of many familiar HNC names from years past and 
present. However, as you can see from the photo below, there was no room for more 

plaques. Rather than add more levels to the trophy in Stanley Cup fashion, it was decided 
to create a whole new trophy for the modern era. Ross Thompson was neither a birder nor 

an HNC member so the retirement of this trophy was deemed acceptable. It will always 
exist, along with other HNC memorabilia at Woodend. And what better person to name the 

new trophy after than Bob Curry, the author of Birds of Hamilton, and a person who has 
given so much to the HNC. Ladies and gentlemen, the new Robert Curry Trophy! 

 

   Affix Label Here
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Return undeliverable Canadian  Addresses to:  
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
Westdale P.O. Box 89052
Hamilton, ON  L8S 4R5

 

 The final winner of the Ross Thompson Trophy in 2013, Caleb Scholtens (right), along with the inaugural winner of the Robert Curry Trophy in 2014, 
Ben Oldfield (left). Robert Curry Trophy patron Bob Curry in the middle, 20 April 2015. See article on page 66  - photo Michael Rowlands.


