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Editor’s notes…… 
I had hoped to include readers thoughts on the RBG action at Hopkin’s Woods in this issue. However, unfortunately, 
I received no comments at all. In fairness, perhaps members had already vented and perhaps thought that the RBG 
would do what they wanted to do despite our protestations. Here’s a thought: How about the RBG offering a permanent 
Board seat to the HNC? Seems like this would at least facilitate communication.
The order of the articles in this issue has nothing to do with importance. Totally random. Case in point. I think the 
article by Bruce Mackenzie and Gord McNulty on the Greenbelt should be carefully read by everyone. And acted 
upon! This is our chance to influence government policy to help protect as much land as possible in southern Ontario 
– like adding dozens and dozens of new sanctuaries  to the landscape. Not quite the same thing but you know what 
I mean. And speaking of sanctuaries, the new Ontario Nature sanctuary that HNC members Dennis and Gwen 
Lewington donated a while back, finally had its official dedication ceremony this past May. You can read about this 
wonderful event, and find out what the Sauble Dunes Nature Reserve has to offer the naturalist, in the article just 
below. I guess I did say that the order of articles is random but not completely true. I had to put the Lewington land 
donation story front and centre as this generosity is an example to all of us. Enjoy the summer everyone!

Sauble Dunes – Lewington Land Donation Dedication
by Bruce Mackenzie

You knew it was going to be a grand 
event. The weather was perfect, the 

refreshments were laid out, the crowd was 
gathering and a male Black-throated Green 
Warbler just wouldn’t leave us alone. It even 
flew through the reception tent to see who 
else was setting up shop in its territory. This 
was the scene just before the dedication 
ceremony for the new Sauble Dunes Nature 
Reserve on May 22, 2016.

Dennis and Gwen Lewington were the 
guests of honour. The 127 acre property had 
been in the Lewington family’s hands since 
1957 and in 2013 Dennis and Gwen decided 
to donate the land to Ontario Nature (ON).  
What started out as a $1,500 purchase by the Lewingtons has 
become a priceless gift for all in the generations to come. Dennis 
and Gwen are well known naturalists across the province. They 
are always out for meetings and activities of the OFO and HNC 
and this year with their bluebird trail on the Bruce, they will see 
their 2800 Eastern Bluebird fledge from one of their 80 or so nest 
boxes.  An incredible labour of love for 30 years. All of the boxes 

are of the George Coker design.

The sign at the entrance notes 
that the land is in memory 
of Earnest and Catharine 
Lewington and James and Eva 
Hetherington. Earnest and 
Catharine are Dennis’s parents 
and the Hetherington’s were 
Dennis’s aunt and uncle. To 
lead the dedication ceremony 
Caroline Schultz, Executive 

Director of ON spoke of the most generous donation of the lands 
and the significance of this landscape on the Bruce Peninsula. 

After the unveiling of the entrance sign, Ms. Erin Mallon, 
Conservation Biologist with ON, lead the attendees on a hike 
into part of the property. Our first stop was a sand dune showing 
its raw sandy face being reclaimed by adventurous Common 
Milkweed. Milkweed can spread by rhizomes so it has the ability 
to send out young plants into what would normally be difficult 
ground to start as a new plant. The sand dune face with east 
exposure is hot and dry but the rhizomes allow the young plants 
to take advantage of the older plant’s root system for moisture 
and nutrients. From the dune we ventured through the forest to 
another dune which was well vegetated. Behind this dune was 
one of the wetlands.
The property is just north of the Sauble River about 1 km west 
of Sauble Falls on Indian Trail. The landscape is transected by a 
number of  parallel sand dunes which have a mixture of  wetlands 

A view of a wetland at the Sauble Dunes Nature Reserve, 22 May 2016 - photo Bruce Mackenzie.

Black-throated Green Warbler at 
Sauble Dunes Nature Reserve, 22 

May 2016 - photo Bruce Mackenzie.
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located in the troughs between them. 

The forest is composed primarily of Trembling Aspen, Red 
Maple, White Pine, White Birch and through a lot of the area is 
a young layer of Balsam Fir making itself known. In time Balsam 
Fir may well be the dominant species in much of the area.

Some properties just seem to light up to naturalists and they 
make it so easy for us to listen to the stories the land is telling us. 
This is one of those lands. Every time you turn around there is 
something memorable right 
in front of your eyes.

On our hike we came across 
a very young, Red Eft, likely 
from last year’s breeding. The 
Red Eft is the juvenile stage of 
the Eastern Newt. The eft will 
spend 3-4 years on land living 
in a similar fashion to a Red 
-backed Salamander under 
logs and in the top layers of 
the soil. In time the eft will 
take on the adult colouring 

and return to a pond and stay there for the remainder of its life. 
The orange amphibian will change colour to green with a yellow 
belly but the red spot pattern on its back will remain as is. The 
dot pattern is different on each individual. Our Eft was found 
under a log less than 30 m from a pond, it’s likely starting place 
in life. 

We also came across some Wood Betony, Pedicularis  canadensis, 
a plant that is found in the sandy soils of  dune landscapes  around 
the middle Great Lakes. Some of the plants had the normal green 
leaves but a number were a deep magenta colour.  Neither the 
plants nor the participants on the hike could explain the reason 
for the reddish plants in the bunch. They can have either a yellow 
or pinkish flower when they bloom later in the season.

To add colour to the ground was profusion of Gaywings , Polygala 
paucifolia, also known as Fringed Polygala. It is a small delicate 
plant that was at its peak of bloom on May 22. It was if there had 
been a wedding and the Gaywings were simply littered on the 
forest floor like confetti at a wedding. I don’t know of a place 
where such a spectacular plant is simply so common.

Dennis spoke of his fondness for the prominent White Pines in the 
forest and how they are found from the shore of the wetlands to the 

Attendees at the official opening of the new Ontario Nature “Sauble Dunes Nature Reserve” on 22 May 2016. The author of this article, Bruce Mackenzie, is 
on the left end and Dennis and Gwen Lewington stand on opposite sides of the new Nature Reserve sign - photo Smera Sukumar.

Another view of the Sauble Dunes Nature Reserve, 22 May 2016 - photo 
Bruce Mackenzie.

A Red Eft at Sauble Dunes Nature 
Reserve, 22 May 2016 - photo Bruce 

Mackenzie.

Gaywings at the Sauble Dunes Nature Reserve, 22 May 2016 - photo Bruce 
Mackenzie.
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top of the dunes. In the last breeding bird atlas Dennis was pleased 
to confirm Red Shouldered Hawk as nesting on the property along 
with Canada Warbler. Later these significant species were well 
complemented by nesting Bald Eagles in the reserve. 

After the hike we enjoyed the fruit and refreshments. The 
assistance from members of the Owen Sound Naturalists Club 
was a tremendous help in making everything happen. Dennis 
and Gwen have made many good friends with members of the 

Owen Sound Club through their work with the nesting Piping 
Plovers on nearby Sauble Beach over the years.

One of Dennis’s favorite sayings is “Oh, how we will get 
everything done, there is so little time!” Well, the Lewington’s 
seem to get it all done and they found the time, forethought and 
generosity to think of the environment and the next generations 
with their donation.

Gaywings at Sauble Dunes Nature Reserve, 22 May 2016 - photo Bruce 
Mackenzie.

Wood Betony at Sauble Dunes Nature Reserve, 22 May 2016 - photo 
Bruce Mackenzie.

A Couple of Photos from Volunteer Appreciation Night
13 April 2016

HNC Organizers at Volunteer Appreciation Night, from left, Pritom Dey, 
Kim Fowler, Mary Collier and Jen Baker, 13 April 2016 at the Dundas 

Museum - photo Bruce Mackenzie.

Kathy Case from Queenston Chev presenting Door Prize along 
with Jen Baker at the Volunteer Appreciation Night  - photo Bruce 

Mackenzie.
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Some Point Pelee Photos in May 
2016 by Kevin McLaughlin.

Black-bellied Plover at Hillman Marsh, 25 May 2016.Sandhill Crane at Hillman Marsh, 25 May 2016.

Piping Plover at West Beach, Point Pelee, 2 May 2016. Willet at Wheatley Harbour, 9 May 2016.

Common Tern at Tip of Point Pelee, 9 May 2016.
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Highlights from Trips to Australia and Ghana
by Sandy Darling

During the past year my wife, Jeni, and I made birding trips to 
Australia and Ghana, and this article provides an overview 

and then commentaries on three special birds. Australia is vast 
and has a bird list of about 950 species, which are spread across 
the country, so that one needs multiple trips to see even half of the 
species. One special attraction is the fact that Australia has about 
340 endemic species, so you are not going to see them anywhere 
else. In five weeks in October and November we traveled in 
Tasmania, Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria.  This was 
an excellent time to go, because it was spring, so that birds were 
singing, mating and nesting. Many birds are colorful and noisy, 
including honeyeaters and parrots which are numerous – about 
60 species of each. There are many small, secretive birds and 
some, like grasswrens, are in the outback, so they require special 
efforts, which we have not made.

Ghana is a much smaller country, but has a bird list of about 
750 species, and in three weeks we were able to cover much 
of the country from the south-west corner to the north-east.  
Vegetation ranges from humid, tropical forest in the south to 
dry savanna in the north. The bird families most encountered 
were greenbuls and sunbirds, many of which were new for us.  
Even though the country list is shorter, we were able to see as 
many species in three weeks in Ghana as we did in five weeks in 
Australia, although our pace was more relaxed in Australia.

In Australia we were happy to rent and drive cars so that much 
of our birding was done independently. We were able to augment 
this with two or three-day packages at two places and with guides 
hired by the hour at another.  For seabirds we took a trip to the 
Great Barrier Reef and a pelagic trip out of Sydney. For Ghana 
we used Ashanti Tours, and I was very happy not to be driving.  
Given the fact that forest birding is so dependent on recognizing 
bird vocalizations it is generally best to use an experienced guide 
in a country like Ghana.

Rather than try to summarize the many species that we saw, I’ve 
chosen three that I consider to be unusual and special.

Plains Wanderer
The first time I bought an Australian guide book in 1999 I was 
intrigued by a funny little bird called a Plains Wanderer, but 
it was nowhere close to where we were going.  The next time I 
heard of it was in Thailand where we met a person who organizes 
trips to find this bird, and the third time was from a guide in 
Ecuador who had been entranced by the experience of finding 
one. The species is about 16 centimeters in length and is found 
in the dry inland plains of eastern Australia.  The female has 
brighter plumage with a black collar with white spots and an 
orange bib on the chest; the rest of the bird is brown and white 
like the male.  Like phalaropes and rheas, the male is responsible 
for the care and raising of the young, and this is probably why 
the male’s plumage allows it to blend into the background 
vegetation.  The environment in which it lives can be harsh with 

droughts, and so there is another biological 
advantage to the male taking care of the 
young. In the event of a population crash 
the female can have multiple sets of young to 
rebuild the population. For many years it was 
thought that it was related to button-quails, 
but it now appears that its closest relatives 
are the seed-snipes of South America.

The fun comes in the chase to find the bird, 
which is a novel experience. About 30 years 
ago, when participating in an exercise to develop a bird atlas, 
Philip Maher and Robert Nevinson discovered Plains Wanderers 
on Robert’s land (a station of roughly 65 square miles). Since 
then Philip has organized trips in which the two of them share 
the guiding with a lot of dry, laconic humor. We signed up for a 
“Plains Wanderer Weekend”, which started with morning birding 
in and around the small town of Deniliquin in the interior of 
New South Wales.  After a break we resumed in the afternoon 

as we made our way to Robert’s 
station and this included a visit 
to a piece of land that Philip 
owns and is allowing to return 
to a natural state. This attracted 
both birds and many butterflies. 
As the sun was going down we 
entered Robert’s station, and in 
the setting sun saw Australian 
Pratincoles and an Orange 
Chat. We ate the “tucker” we 
had brought with us and then 
set off on the search around 
9:30. On the grassy plains the 
two vehicles drove up and 
down with the two drivers 
flashing their search-lights over 

the short, dry grass looking for the Plains Wanderer. Finally, 
after midnight Philip called to say that he had found a bird so we 
drove to join him. The bird, a female, was simply standing and 
remained in the same place for the half hour that we watched. 
It called a few times and it was a very soft, extended note. The 
bird is rare and endangered, so it is little wonder that the search 
is extended. Philip and Robert have a 100% record of finding 
the bird, but they did not say how long they have to search 
sometimes. We thought that we were finished, but we next went 
searching for and finding an Inland Dotterel, another bird that 
feeds at night. It is well camouflaged with a vertical stripe through 
the eye that crosses the crown and a black collar that ends in a 
“V” on the chest. It was very late when we got back to the hotel, 
so we decided not to participate in the final session on Sunday 
morning. In the one day we saw over 100 species and the “Plains 
Wanderer Weekend” provided good value with knowledgeable 
and humorous guides.

Sandy Darling, 2 
October 2014 - 

photo Jeni Darling.

Plains Wanderer -in spot-light, 7 
November 2015 - photo Sandy Darling. 
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Yellow-headed Pithacartes
The Yellow-headed (or White-necked) Pithacartes or Rockfowl 
is one of two species of pithacartes; the other is the Grey-necked 
Pithacartes or Rockfowl. They are big birds (38 centimeters) and 
look somewhat prehistoric with bald heads that show brightly 
colored flesh.  The yellow-headed, as its name implies, has yellow 
skin on the head with a black disk behind a very large dark eye.  
The grey-necked has a blue crown, forehead and chin, carmine 
nape and a black triangle in the middle. They nest in caves under 
rocky overhangs, but leave in the morning to find food in the 
form of insects, worms, small frogs and lizards on the forest floor 
and return in the late afternoon. The nest are about four feet 
above the floor of the cave, and are made of mud attached to the 
wall. One of the mysteries is how they manage to construct the 
nest, because they are weak fliers. They are secretive and silent 
so one has little chance of finding them in the forest. Rarely do 
they fly; their primary means of moving is to take giant leaps, 
generally pausing after each leap. They can leap up to six meters 
vertically with some wing assistance. 

The Yellow-headed Pithacartes is 
rare and occurs in small colonies 
from Sierra Leone to Ghana. To 
find them most birders used to go 
to Cote d’Ivoire, but since the civil 
war almost fifteen years ago, Ghana 
has become the place of choice.  
They are rare and endangered, 
because of deforestation and some 
hunting, so Ashanti Tours has 
formed an alliance with the village 
of Bonkuro to protect a local site 
and the birds there. The company 
pays the villagers and is helping to 
build a school. Bonkuro is the last 

village on a dirt road and, when 
we arrived, our driver and guide 

were greeted as old friends, so there was a time of socializing and 
catching up on news. When we set off to go to the site, we were 
accompanied by the official guardian of the site and another man 
with a machete to clear any stray branches on the path. The walk 
was about four kilometers and the last part was a steep slope of 
about 60 feet that was harder to come down than ascend. On 
arrival we had time to look at the cave and the mud nests on 
the walls. After this we sat on one of the benches that make the 
waiting easier, and the visit of a flock of White-headed Wood-
Hoopoes helped. Finally, a pithacartes came slowly on the slope 
below us, and then two came from the left. Sometimes they 
stopped to preen so that one had lots of opportunity to get good 
views.  The last bird came in from the right.  During this time the 
only sound was that of them bounding and landing. Finally, we 
had to leave and we walked a lot of the path back in darkness.

The Grey-necked Pithacartes has very similar size, shape and 
characteristics. The neck, chest and back are grey, the belly buff, 
and the wings and tail black. The main country to find them is 
Cameroon with some overlap into south-east Nigeria and south-

east Gabon.  Both species are likely to be high on lists for “bird of 
the trip”, because their appearance is so unusual and one has to 
go to some lengths to find them.

Egyptian Plover
The Egyptian Plover is a clean-cut, elegant bird that is in the logo 
of the African Bird Club, thus making it a bird that many African 
birders want to see. Despite its name, it is no longer found in Egypt 
and it is not related to plovers. It ranges from western Ethiopia 
to Gambia in the west in a band across Africa, but one normally 

has to make some effort to see it. In Gambia, for example, it is at 
the extreme east of the country and withdraws for periods of the 
year, and few birders visit the western part of Ethiopia. The other 
countries of its range lie in the sahel region south of the Sahara 
Desert, where transportation can be difficult and bird species are 
restricted. The Egyptian Plover’s closest affinity is to pratincoles 
and coursers. It is generally found close to rivers and spends 
time on sandbars picking up food from the surface or probing or 
turning over stones like a turnstone, although it sometimes will 
forage up to 100 meters from the river, as the one in the photo 
was doing.
The bird has also acquired the name “crocodile bird”, based on 
a contention dating back to the visit of Herodotus to Egypt in 
459 B.C. that the bird picks food from the teeth of crocodiles.  It 
is true that in hot weather crocodiles will lie around with their 
jaws wide open to cool down, but, although the story has been 
repeated, there is no credible evidence from reputable naturalists 
to support the assertion. Birds of Ghana (by Nik Borrow and 
Ron Demey) is economical in its description: “Distinctive 
pattern of black, white, blue-grey and creamy buff ”.  The Birds of 
Africa (Volume II, p. 206) takes thirteen lines to give a complete 
description of the plumage, as one might expect of the major 
reference. The latter refers to “glossy black” and this is a better 
description; it describes the underparts as ”buffy white to tawny”, 
which I don’t think does justice to a color that I would describe 
as a delicate peach. No matter how one describes the bird, the 
demarcations between colors and the glossy black lines make for 
a very striking bird.
To see the bird we had to travel to the furthest north-east corner 
of Ghana.  To our east lay the river that forms the boundary with 
Togo and five kilometers north of us was Burkino Faso. We drove 

Yellow-headed Pithacartes, 11 
February 2016 - photo Sandy 

Darling.

Egyptian Plover, 17 February 2016 - photo Sandy Darling.
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close to the bank of the river and as soon as we looked down 
onto the sandy shore and sandbanks Egyptian Plovers were 
there and oblivious to the women doing laundry. We walked 
along the bank to observe other birds and two Egyptian Plovers 
came up onto the irrigated fields within ten yards of us.  By the 
time we returned to the car we had counted ten birds and were 

well satisfied. Ashanti Tours has never failed to find the bird on 
its trips, and we added a number of new birds for the trip by 
going to this remote area. The Egyptian Plover is one of those 
birds that is worth the extra effort.  

[Trip reports for Australian and Ghana may be obtained by 
e-mail to darlinga@cogeco.ca].

Osage-orange in the Hamilton Area
by George Bryant

In fall 1966, I was birding in the compact weedy fields just east 
of Fifty Point (Grimsby) sewage lagoons. As I clambered over 

a shrubby fence line, I saw a small tree bearing strange green 
fruits – like warty grapefruits. On dissecting the fruit, I found 
that instead of sections, the contents were hundreds of seeds 
embedded in a white pulp. I had recently moved from Toronto 
and in all my tramps to the out-of-doors there, I had never seen 
a wild plant like this. I took one of the fruits to the next HNC 
meeting and showed it to George North. Without hesitation he 
pronounced it Osage-orange (Maclura pomifera). He further 

informed me that Osage-orange 
belongs to the Mulberry family, 
has no botanical relationship 
to the Citrus family, grows as a 
shrub but can attain tree form 
and is totally inedible. 

Originally brought east by 
Meriwether Lewis from St. 
Louis, Osage-orange become 
enormously popular – by the 
middle of the nineteenth century 
it was the most widely planted 
shrub in America (in 1868 some 
60,000 miles of Osage-orange 

hedging was planted!). The original 
European settlers had kept cattle 

and horses from straying by erecting wooden fences and planting 
hedgerows of native hawthorns. After 1850, Osage-orange and 
Honey Locust were introduced as “living fences”. Locusts had 
formidable thorns, but Osage-orange made better hedges as 
it grew quickly and with a profusion of branches and suckers.  
Once barbed wire entered the picture in the 1870’s, these thorny 
hedgerows began a slow decline.

In his delightful Pulitzer Prize-winning Journey into Summer, 
1960, Edwin Way Teale has this to say about Osage-orange: “All 
across the Middle West and southward, in the days before barbed 
wire, hedges of these thick, thorny trees were employed to mark 
boundary lines and fence in livestock. We saw miles of them 
still in use in southern Kansas. Already the pale-green balls of 

their orange-shaped fruit were 
fully formed. Originally the 
range of these trees extended 
largely through the territory 
of the Osage Indians from 
southern Missouri to northern 
Texas. Since then the Osage-
orange has been introduced 
successfully throughout much 
of the United States. It is 
resistant to heat and drought 
and thrives under many 
conditions. Why then, was it 
restricted to a relatively small range? Why, of its own accord had 
it not spread widely across the country? We puzzled over this 
mystery as we continued north”.

The answer to Teale’s question was not answered for many years. 
The seeds are dispersed by large mammals that consumed the 
whole fruit, mammals we no longer see (Pleistocene mega-fauna, 
such as Mammoth, Mastodon and particularly, Giant Ground 
Sloth). Scientists speculate that the Osage-orange was pushed 
south by glaciers during the last ice age. Afterwards, it couldn’t 
repopulate the north because the large mammals that ate its 

George Bryant restoring order at 
a Brodie Club meeting, December 

2013 - photo Jean Iron.

Osage-orange tree from 
Sheridan Nurseries website.

Close-up of Osage-orange fruit - from the web.
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fruit and dispersed its seed were extinct. The Osage-orange had 
to wait until European settlers, recognizing its utility as a living 
fence, stepped in as surrogates for the extinct mammals.

In October, 2010 I revisited the Fifty Point area. The fields 
and hedgerows are much more overgrown than in 1966. I was 
delighted to find a few Osage-orange fruits amongst the tangle 
of vegetation.

There are very few remnant Osage-oranges left in Ontario. In 
the Hamilton area, the most notable is a stand of full-size trees is 
in the churchyard at St. Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church on 
Mountain Street, Grimsby at the top of escarpment. 

As you study the trees, ponder the connections between mammal 
extinctions, pioneer settlers and old naturalists!

Osage-orange fruits for sale as ornamentals in a Toronto market - from 
the web.

All from My Balcony!
by June Hitchcox

It has been an interesting  last few months, 
sitting on my 7th floor  balcony, listening to 
noisy male birds telling others  not to come 

onto their territory and also calling for a mate 
– Northern Cardinals, Red-winged Blackbirds, 
House Sparrows, American Robins.   Now, all is 
more-or-less quiet -   territories being carefully 
watched – “marriages” made – in the case of those 
blackbirds, perhaps at least three, and he will dive-bomb 
anyone who comes close to any of his nests! – eggs laid 
and being incubated. Some young have already hatched 

and their parents are flying back and forth to 
feed them – a busy time.  Last week, a robin 
was singing a different song, “calling for rain” 
as my Mother used to say. The day was sunny 
but soon clouds moved in and it began to 
rain!  That robin was correct.  Another robin 
flew to another apartment balcony with a long 

worm dangling from his bill. He looked around to see if 
all was safe and flew to the shadowed balcony’s brick wall 
where he must have had a nest – I could not see due to 
the shadows - possibly on the balcony light, then flew out 
without the worm. Yesterday, three Turkey Vultures, and 
five minutes later another, and another about 10 minutes 
later, glided by. It was fairly windy and the vultures have 
learned to use their huge wings on an up-draft of air to go 
fairly high then glide down to the next up-draft, hardly 
using any of their own energy. They are scavenging for 
food. With their vision being several times farther than 
humans, they might have seen a fellow vulture suddenly 
dive to the ground and they would know that it had found 
food and they would fly there to share it. So we certainly 
don’t have to go far to watch fascinating bird behaviour. 
Sometimes we see more by staying in just one place. 

Turkey Vulture over Townsend Sewage Lagoons, 18 June 2016 - photo 
Sarah Lamond.
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Some Point Pelee 

Photos in May 2016 

by Sarah Lamond.

Map Turtle at Marsh Boardwalk, 12May 2016.
Long-billed Dowitcher at Hillman Marsh, 3 May 2016.

Red-headed Woodpecker near Park entrance, 14 May 2016. Leucistic thrush at Northwest Beach, 11 May 2016 - possibly a 
Hermit Thrush or a Swainson’s Thrush.

White-eyed Vireo at Woodland Nature Trail, 6 May 2016.

Prairie Warbler at Tip tram loop, 14 May 2016. Killdeer nest, Old Camp Henry Beach Trail, 7 May 2016.
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DATES TO REMEMBER Summer 2016 

2 July (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. HNC - Annual Hamilton Odonate Count. Bring lots of enthusiasm, a lunch, lots of water, shoes that 
you don’t mind getting wet and any of the following that you may own: net, field guides, hand lens, envelopes for the hard to 
ID, digital camera. Contact dragonfly and damselfly expert Brenda Van Ryswyk, brendavanryswyk@gmail.com or 519-568-3073. 
work - 905-336-1158 ext 282. Meet at the corner of Kirkwall Road and Concession 8 West in the church parking lot at Kirkwall.

3 July (Sunday) 9:00 a.m. HNC - Annual Hamilton Butterfly Count. This is not a typical hike. It is a census, and as such, there will be 
little time available for ID information. By no means do you need to be an expert, but some experience is needed. If unsure, please 
call count compiler Bill Lamond, bill-lamond@hotmail.com or 519-756-9546. Meeting location same as for 2 July outing above.

3 July (Sunday) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, 
meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

6 July (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m.  – 8:30. HNC - Birding & Biking the Hamilton-Brantford Rail Trail. Join us for a unique birding trip 
by bike, from Copetown to Jerseyville and back along the Hamilton-Brantford Rail Trail. Leader: Dave Moffatt. Meet at parking 
lot on Hwy 52 at Powerline Road.

9 July (Saturday) 8:00 to 10 p.m. RBG - Moonlit Roses at RBG Hendrie Park. Magical tour of the Centennial Rose Garden, hors 
d’oeuvres, music; one drink included, additional available. Must be 19 years of age or older, Pre-registration required. Fee: $40.

9 July (Saturday) 9 a.m. to noon. RBG - Spider Identification Workshop at RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. Hear a presentation, 
head on outside to search for spiders. Pre-registration required, please call for list of what to bring to help with field ID. Fee: $60.

9 July (Saturday) 8:00 p.m. to 10 p.m. RBG - Fireflies in the Garden at RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. Bring the family 
for a magical evening and learn about these luminous beetles. Family program, wear close toed shoes, bring a flashlight. Pre-
registration required. Fee: $12 per adults, $8 per child (3 years and under free).

9 July (Saturday) 7:00 a.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise at RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. A guided tour of Cootes 
Paradise; we supply the canoes, paddles, and life jackets; you bring camera and binoculars, water bottles and snacks also 
recommended. An Adult Education Series program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $35 per person.

10 July (Sunday) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, 
meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

12 July (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise at RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. A guided tour of Cootes 
Paradise; we supply the canoes, paddles, and life jackets; you bring camera and binoculars, water bottles and snacks also 
recommended. An Adult Education Series program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $35 per person.

13 July (Wednesday) 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. HNC - Eramosa Karst Hike. Explore the unique geology and life forms of this area. Caves, 
underground streams and two very different woodlots await. Meet Bruce Mackenzie at the entrance on Upper Mount Albion Rd.

16 July (Saturday) 7:30 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise at RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. A guided tour of Cootes 
Paradise; we supply the canoes, paddles, and life jackets; you bring camera and binoculars, water bottles and snacks also 
recommended. An Adult Education Series program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $35 per person.

17 July (Sunday) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North 
Shore, meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 
905-527-1158 ext. 404.

23 July (Saturday) 7:00 a.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise at RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. A guided tour of Cootes 
Paradise; we supply the canoes, paddles, and life jackets; you bring camera and binoculars, water bottles and snacks also 
recommended. An Adult Education Series program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $35 per person.

24 July (Sunday) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South 
Shore, meet at the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-
1158 ext. 404

26 July (Tuesday), 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise at RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. A guided tour of Cootes 
Paradise; we supply the canoes, paddles, and life jackets; you bring camera and binoculars, water bottles and snacks also 
recommended. An Adult Education Series program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $35 per person.
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D AT E S  T O  R E M E M B E R  -  S u m m e r  2 0 1 6
27 July (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30. HNC - Vinemount Meadows Walk. This outing will be at the new Vineland Meadows 
Nature Preserve. The HNC has been fortunate to protect land on the Stoney Creek Mountain north of the Vinemount Quarry.  Join 
Jen Baker, HNC’s land trust coordinator, as we explore the property and search for Bobolinks, a species-at-risk in Ontario. We’ll 
meet on 10th Road East, Stoney Creek, south of Ridge Road and North of Mud Street. There is a small pull off on the east side of 
the road, just south of the Dofasco Trail. For more information please contact Jen at 905-524-3339 or land@hamiltonnature.org.

31 July (Sunday, Civic Holiday weekend) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations 
welcome). Rock Chapel, meet at parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

3 August (Wednesday) 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. HNC - Explore the Cartwright Sanctuary. This hike will explore the Cartwright Nature 
Sanctuary, part of a wildlife corridor that runs from the Escarpment to Cootes Paradise. Within this HNC sanctuary are old 
orchards and woodlands that are home to a number of native flora and fauna. There is a kilometre long loop trail with a distant 
view of the Hamilton’s downtown. Contact Warren Beacham at 905-627-3343. Meet at the dead end of Wesley Avenue, Dundas.

3 August (Wednesday) 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. HNC - Summer Evening Walk at Bayfront Park - Details to follow. check website.

6 August (Saturday) 7:30 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise at RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. A guided tour of Cootes 
Paradise; we supply the canoes, paddles, and life jackets; you bring camera and binoculars, water bottles and snacks also 
recommended. An Adult Education Series program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $35 per person.

10 August (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:00. HNC - Summer Evening Walk at Bayfront Park. Description forthcoming. Check website.

11-12 August (Thursday & Friday) 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. RBG - Fern and Allies at RBG Centre. Get to know the ferns, horsetails 
and other pteridophytes of southern Ontario’s forests and wetlands in this two-day workshop for professionals and botany 
enthusiasts. Pre-registration required. Fee: $275 per person (call for student rate).

14 August (Sunday) 1:00 p.m. to 4 p.m. RBG - Introduction to the World of Ferns at RBG. Join RBG staff, walk in the native and 
woodland gardens learning to ID ferns. A skill and booklet to take with you on all your walks. Pre-registration required. Call to 
inquire about the fee per person.

17 August (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. HNC - RBG Arboretum Hike. Details forthcoming. Check website.

21 August (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. to 4 p.m. RBG - The Return of the Bald Eagle at RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. Hear 
a brief presentation of RBG’s efforts to assist the eagles re-establishment, then a hike, and hopefully catch a glimpse. An Adult 
Education Series program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $15 per person.

 28 August (Sunday) 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. RBG - Late Summer Tree ID at RBG. Walk in RBG’s gardens and nature sanctuaries 
and learn to ID the tree species native to southern Ontario. Pre-registration required. Call to inquire about the fee per person.

4 September (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG -Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, meet 
at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

11 September (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, 
meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

15-16 September (Thursday & Friday), 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. RBG - Asters and Goldenrods at RBG. Learn to identify Ontario’s asters 
and goldenrods, learn terminology, practice keying. Pre-registration required. Fee: $275 (call for student rate).

18 September (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North Shore, 
meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 
ext. 404.

D AT E S  T O  R E M E M B E R  -  M a y  2 0 1 6  2015

One Saturday of the Month, September to May, 10 a.m. to noon, Jr. Naturalists’ Club at RBG Nature Centre.  For 7 to 13 year olds. 
Since the club formed in 1986, it has given children learning experiences that generate life-long respect and appreciation for nature. 
Jackson Hudecki leads the adventures. Pre-registration required. Fee: $80/child.

1 May (Sunday) 9:00 a.m. HNC - Short Hills Sanctuary Work Party. Come enjoy the old growth forest and spring wild flowers of 
our Short Hills Sanctuary. Meet at Battlefield Square Plaza (Value Village) on Hwy 8 for car-pooling or meet at the Sanctuary at 
10:00 a.m. This is our annual spring cleanup and work party. Bring a lunch. Moderate to heavy activity. Garlic mustard pulling, 
garbage and trail cleanup. Contact Warren Beacham at 905 627-3343 for more details.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES  All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge 
and time. The HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating in 
any of these activities. Please assess your own ability to participate. Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. You 
are advised to check the HNC website (www.hamiltonnature.org) before setting out, to ensure that the hike has not 
been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are discouraged as they startle wildlife, damage nests, and interfere with 
the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing your pet and for other questions. We also publicize Royal 
Botanical Gardens hikes and events. Most RBG programs require pre-registration one week prior. There is a charge for 
these activities except for the Sunday Get Back To Nature Walks. For information on RBG hikes: Liz Rabishaw, Public 
Program Bookings, RBG, 905-527-1158 (1-800-694-4769) ext. 270. programs@rbg.ca  www.rbg.ca
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Some Point Pelee Photos in 
May 2016 by Sarah Lamond.

Cliff Swallows and a Tree Swallow resting on east beach with snow flurries!, 15 May 2016.

Kirtland’s Warbler on beach near Park entrance, 9 May 2016. Common Nighthawk at Blue Heron picnic area, 11 May 2016.

Tom Wild Turkey gobbling on east beach, 13 May 2016. American Avocet at Hillman Marsh, 3 May 2016.
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Spring Shorebird Adventures
by Michael Clark

To many, apparently, shorebirds are a mystery.  If I am standing 
with my Bushnell Spacemaster to the fore of the lookout 

area of that splendid environmental rehabilitation project called 
the Windermere Basin, and I explain to anyone who may be 
interested (very few are) that I am counting shorebirds for the 
Canadian Wildlife Service, I may get a doubtful “Oh...that’s nice” 
or perhaps eyes will glaze over and my new companions will get 
on with real business of snapping unforgettable photos (Sunset 
over Windermere) or timeless selfies or dropping their lines in 
hopefully for a carp or two. 

Others may arrive with the very latest in telescopic wizardry 
which makes my Bushnell (powered from 20 to 70 nevertheless) 
on its spindly legs look like a toothpick. They may know what 
a shorebird is, but they lust only after rarities. “Have you seen 
the Willets?” or “Did you spot the Ruff?” or “We heard about 
the Northern Lapwing!” they will say perhaps breathless with 
excitement, get their space-age-looking equipment all set up, 
take a brief peek around the Basin, fold up and leave.  No piddly 
Killdeers for them!

One couple, who arrived at the viewing 
place just as I was leaving, were back in 
the parking lot before I’d even begun to 
record my sightings.

High energy there. Purpose and 
dedication. Mind you, I’d have to 
sympathize if they were trying to pick 
out a Northern Lapwing or a Willet in 
the current version of the Basin.  Instead 
of the beautiful wetland advertised so 
glowingly on the board near the lookout 
they found they’d driven all the way 

over from Toronto — maybe even Kingston — to be confronted 
by a lake. As well, they would have encountered perhaps the 
characteristic and unrelenting high winds and perhaps the 
rather fierce glare from the sun if it was evening.  Above all, they 
would have noted (possibly to their dismay) that any shorebirds 
to be seen in the scant foraging areas available to them were way, 
way, on the other side of the basin, on the far side of two hundred 
meters away.

Imagine trying to pick out and identify a tiny shorebird more 
than two football fields away in the distance — even with a 
powerful scope — if the lighting is poor (as it often is) and there 
are high winds and a blinding glare: and all too often those birds 
will not stay still.  It does present a challenge. 

And I don’t want to seem to be disparaging the above individuals, 
who are after all reaping some very real benefits from their 
contacts with nature according to their own needs and lights.  
Nor do I in any way wish to belittle those responsible for their 
worthy efforts — their courage and vision — to establish a 
beautiful wetland where there was once an ecological wasteland, 

not to mention a polluted eyesore, at 
Windermere Basin.

It is in concept a noble enterprise and 
deserves highest praise for all their efforts 
thus far: but given all the enormous work 
and the funding put into it to date and the 
high expectations raised, it does need to be 
finished as advertised.

I have been monitoring migrating 
shorebirds in the Hamilton area, spring 
and fall, for the Canadian Wildlife Service 
for nearly thirty-five years. Beginning my 
Spring counts in the Dundas Marsh in 1984, 
where typically high spring water levels did not look promising, 
I switched to the Millgrove Loam Pits the next year, a rich 
avian area I was familiar with from the recently concluded first 
Breeding Bird Atlas. This site proving somewhat unproductive 
— three of the six years monitored there produced only small 
numbers of locally breeding Killdeer and Spotted Sandpipers — 
I again moved to the Windermere Basin/Tollgates area in 1991 
where the numbers and diversity of migrant shorebirds were, in 
general, considerably more rewarding.  

Mind you, Windermere itself has never been kind to shorebirds or 
to anyone trying to view them.  Perhaps the most amazing thing 
about the relationship between Windermere and shorebirds is 
that they visit there at all.  You would think that just being located 
right in between one of the heaviest industrial sites in Canada 
and a very busy major highway, plus Windermere and environs 
being for so many years an environmental disaster zone, those 
delicate little shorebirds would stay clear of the place.

Not so.  They keep returning Spring after Spring after Spring.

Naturally, that’s kind of sad in that we don’t have anything 
better to offer them. And maybe never will.  For even after the 
gloriously projected wetland has at long last been completed, 
there are some serious doubts in my mind at least as to whether 
the promised suitable foraging habitat for migrant shorebirds 
will really be delivered.  One thinks of similar promises attached 
to the East Bay islands not to mention the Dundas Marsh.

For a number of years one of their most popular staging areas was 
a kind of degraded semi-marshy area, possibly a remnant, tucked 
away in the southern corner of the strip of land west of the Basin 
itself. Deeming this site was only viewable from above I spent 
some years walking through a large scrap metal yard to its very 
edge, where, balanced precariously among the snagging heaps 
of wire and other metal debris I could look down to count my 
migrants (you had to admire the sweetest little Mourning Dove 
in 1992 — in the midst of all the THUMP-THUMP-THUMPING 
of the scrap yard and other loud noises — whose nest within 
the refuse hanging from 

Michael Clark on the 
Chicoutimi  Highway, 

26 August 2015.

Dunlin from on-line 
Birds of Canada guide.

(continued on page 18)
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Some Point 
Pelee Photos in 
May 2016 by 
Chris Cheatle.

Summer Tanager, east beach of Point Pelee, 13 May 2016. Worm-eating Warbler, Tilden’s Woods, Point Pelee, 13 May 2016.

Cerulean Warbler, Point Pelee Tip, 13 May 2016.

Suspected White-rumped Sandpiper x Dunlin hybrid at Rock Point ProvincialPark, 28 May 2016.
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a huge hopper had two small 
eggs in it, and two nestlings on June 8. Nature is so resilient!). 
Unfortunately for the shorebirds (I would think) the toxicity 
seeping down into this favoured feeding area from the scrap 
yard behind and from the adjacent mountains of industrial waste 
looming over it to the west did raise serious questions as to the 
quality of their forage.

While deserving high praise, perhaps, for locating this tiny haven 
in this most unlikely and unfriendly of stopover sites, they may 
well have been poisoned for their efforts.

Eventually it occurred to me that I 
could gain entry to the entire area 
west of the Basin (not just the SW 
corner) through (or perhaps around) 
the gated fence off the Pier 25 Gateway 
road, especially desirable after huge 
piles of metal debris at the end of the 
scrap yard prevented further viewing 
from above. This gave access to a large 
boulder-bordered pond north of the 
Basin (early on favoured by Ruddy 
Turnstones) and the remainder of the 
western sector. Possibly trespassing 
to begin with (I was in fact asked not 
to return without official permission 
in 1996) I at last, by way of a permit of entry and a key, gained 
authorized entry from the Hamilton Harbour Commission, 
right up until 2007 when a no-nonsense security fence blocking 
farther access into the Pier 25 Gateway road suddenly appeared 
– no more shorebird counts west of the Basin!

Meanwhile, changes were afoot (as Sherlock would say) in the 
Basin itself.  By 1996, in an initial effort at rehabilitation perhaps, 
the entire eastern sector was filled in with (my notes say) a mix 
of piled concrete rubble, stone chunks and gravel, the Basin itself 
appearing to be reduced to about one-third or so from its original 
40 hectare size. 1996 also saw a series of stone islands appear 
in the East Bay north of the Canadian Centre for Inland Waters 
building (I counted eight) which, despite a hopeful prediction as 
to shorebirds feeling at home, failed over the years to attract very 
few if any at all.

It is impossible to describe the many variations in contour and 
the often challenging surface underfoot in the filled-in sector 
east of the Basin over subsequent years. (And for many years 
even accessing the eastern sector was no easy matter. One left 
one’s vehicle on the shoulder of Eastport Drive, laboriously 
scaled a fence from a thickly vegetated ditch before venturing 
on towards the Basin, fretting all the while over one’s vulnerable 
vehicle back on Eastport and as to how serious they really were 
about trespassing, if I was.  The ultimate price was paid on one 
such visit: such was my haste I was suddenly aware I’d left my 
scope standing still poised back at Tollgates. When I returned it 
was gone.)  

On one visit to the eastern sector I “plunged in oily muck up 
to my knees” (notes). Early on it had a kind of moonscape look 
to it, much of this later covered by dirt fill and then a lowish 

mantle — a “bushy meadow” — of forbidding-looking and 
nearly unwalkable-through vegetation, until in 2007 it was being 
leveled and groomed in preparation for the present nature park.  

The sector west of the Basin was faring little better: 1997 saw the 
beginning of kind of reconfiguration process here too. Among 
other alterations, the biggest (there were many other ongoing 
encroachments) was a very long triangular-shaped hill of cut 
stone, about 15 - 20 feet high, commandeered quickly by 1000s 
(it seemed) of pairs of breeding Ring-billed gulls. Their frantic 
chorus of wildly indignant shrieks and screams, not to mention 
their dive-bombing and defecation scare tactics (luckily they 
always missed), was a bit of a challenge as I edged warily along 
the narrow corridor between their “home” and the Basin itself, 
towards the wetland area just beyond.

Fortunately this rear, or SW wetland area, was initially little 
affected, nor was a very primitive and sickly-looking swampy 
patch near the road to the north. That’s, in a way, the astonishing 
thing. In the midst of all these titanic (for tiny birds) upheavals, 
there they were, our little friends the shorebirds, quietly going 
about their business of storing up enough “nourishment” for the 
next stage of their migration. Even in the new and very roughly 
filled-in sector east of the Basin, a pond formed in a low-lying 
area which very soon attracted its own small population of busy 
feeders for many years, up until a thick border of cattails and tall 
grasses (no shores) later rendered it shorebird unfriendly.  

Notwithstanding all of these recent changes (I have only touched 
on highlights, not mentioning, for instance, the enormous 
warehouse now situated at the north end of the east sector as 
of 2004), and for all the unlikelihood of migrant shorebirds 
even wanting to return, year after year, to such a fundamentally 
defective staging site at all (I sometimes compare them to 3rd 
World indigents, so many of whom, most unfortunately, may 
be striving to survive on whatever crumbs we throw them) the 
overall numbers of visiting shorebirds, while not exactly robust, 
have been fairly impressive. 

In or about the very beginning of the 
major changes in the Basin saw some of 
the highest totals over the 23 years of this 
ongoing survey.  In 1995, 81 shorebirds 
per visit - the 3rd highest overall - of nine 
species were noted over five visits.  1997 
saw the highest species total, 14, including 
130 Dunlin, 46 Lesser Yellowlegs (a high 
for this site) and a Hudsonian Godwit, 
with an average of 71 birds over six visits. 
The highest numbers per visit, however, 
came in 2008 and 2009 with 156 (four 
visits) and 105 (five visits) respectively: 
just a little before Windermere Basin 
becoming a more or less level sea of mud in 2012 and then the 
current “lake.”

Over 23 years an average of 236 birds were noted per year, with a 
mean of 52 birds per visit at 4.5 visits per year.  23 species have been 
noted overall - five species only once.  The top six species (over 100 
total birds noted over 23 years) accounted for 93% of all shorebirds 

(continued from page 16)

Pectoral Sandpiper from on-
line Birds of Canada guide.

Solitary Sandpiper from 
on-line Birds of Canada 

guide.



The Wood Duck - In the Summer, 2016 Page 19

observed, including the top three in the small category: Dunlin 
(1), Spotted Sandpiper (3), and Semipalmated Sandpiper (4) at 
65% of the overall total, with Killdeer (2), Ruddy Turnstone (5), 
and Lesser Yellowlegs (6) ranking highest in the plover, medium 
sized and wading (long-legged) categories respectively.  The 2044 
Dunlin detected overall (89 per year) alone accounted for 38% 
of the total, surprisingly a much higher presence than in the Fall 
in my three years at this site, as opposed to their topping all Fall 
shorebird species visiting the Dundas Marsh over 31 years. 

The graph below (total species are in brackets) would seem to 
confirm the general “rule” in nature that the smaller the creature, 
the more of them there tend to be. The frequencies (presence 
on the site over 23 years) for the different categories, even with 
the slightly different species totals per group, would seem to 
bear this out. The frequency, and totals, in the small shorebird 
and plover categories, however, have been given a somewhat 
misleading boost in that Spotted Sandpiper and Killdeer were 
counted even after some had stayed on to breed; and while all of 
the unidentified shorebirds (117 birds), or “peeps”, were included 
in the small category, a percentage of these were likely larger.

The various configurations of the Basin and area also had some 
determination as to which size and even species of shorebird 
visited.  Ruddy Turnstones, for instance, were fairly numerous up 
until 2002 (134 until then), the rocky banks of the original Basin 
still able to attract their interest, while only three were noted after.  
It may be too that the recent “lake effect” has encouraged the visit 
of the only Spring visiting Willets (2) as well as 4 Fall migrants.  
The higher “lake” levels may also have accounted for the longer-
legged shorebird, or “waders”, category dominating the Fall 
totals for the last three years, with the two yellowleg species 
(236 birds) totaling 41% of all visitors. Furthermore, in Spring, 
visiting shorebird diversity has been negatively impacted: while 
Windermere over the past three years has welcomed 287 of those 

top three intrepid overall spring 
visitors: the Dunlin, Killdeer, and 
Spotted Sandpipers (plus one lonely 
Ruddy Turnstone), the continuing 
high water levels has ruled out every 
other shorebird species than the 
waders (3 species, 7 birds).

Once again, I do have a high 
appreciation for the ongoing 
reclamation work being done in 
the former Basin area, and do not 
wish to appear to be disparaging all 
that has been accomplished to date.  
When it does finally appear — and 
all such major projects do take time 
— the beautiful wetland we all hope will be in place will be both 
a vast and most welcome improvement to the fetid cesspool that 
was originally there as well as a marvelous enhancement to our 
community.  

I do have two special wishes for the outcome we all await.  One is 
that the “little guys” — those wondrous shorebirds, so vulnerable 
and in need of ever decreasing staging areas on their often epic 
journeys back and forth to the arctic and sub-arctic regions 
where so many of them breed — will actually have a reasonable 
portion of the finished wetland where they can sufficiently refuel 
for their onward migration.  Their dedicated area of the finished 
masterpiece.

Let’s provide them with some real flats and some real shores, and 
sufficient shallow water for the waders.  Let’s make this a genuine 
part of the master plan and not, once again, shortchange them 
with unfulfilled promises. 

After all, if we are really stewards of the natural world, do they 
not deserve as much? Even when considered by some to be 
merely intermittent guests: would that be any way to show them 
our hospitality? 

Their numbers — for perhaps most species in this very rich 
and beleaguered sector of the avian family — are slipping ever 
downwards simply because, in all too many cases, those who are 
mandated to be their guardians and champions perhaps do not 
really care enough.

My second wish is that should there actually be a viable shorebird 
staging component to the projected wetland that there will be a 
reasonable accessible location for me — and anyone else — to 
view and enjoy and monitor them.

Semipalmated Plover from on-
line Birds of Canada guide.
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Gray Catbirds are performers that live very much in the shadow of their relatives, the Mockingbirds, so far as appreciation of 
their musical mimicry is concerned. The Mockers can acquire a tremendous range of other species’ songs, and sing them 

extremely well, as well as reproducing an amazing number of mechanical noises, often with unending repetitions, sung loudly and 
in the open. Catbirds, on the other hand, prefer to sing unseen from deep cover, and are more musical experimentalists than sheer 
copycats. They perform much more quietly, playing with short or long themes of their own invention and noise mimicry. Rather 
than loud long-winded repetitions, Catbirds weave the many elements together in very creative ways although there can be periods 
of concentrated reiteration as they practice to perfect a new sound.

One late May, waiting for friends from the Pacific Northwest to join me at Point Pelee National Park, I was wandering the main 
nature trail in peace and quiet, the large birding crowds having left. The woods were alive with music, and it was quite safe for me 
to get down on hands and knees to look at plants. During the birder’s “prime time”, one is a hazard if attention is given to anything 
other than birds! All the birders had obviously not left though as there was an outbreak of ‘pishing’, that amazingly variable sound 
made by birders to attract their quarry into the open for the sake of the List. The ‘pishing’ was moving along the trail towards me, 
changing direction as the path zigzagged across bridges. Straightening up to become a birder instead of a botanist, I was puzzled to 
hear the sound traveling down the middle of a very wet swamp, where definitely no trail exists. Who was there?

It was just a Gray Catbird, assiduously practicing the birders’ various come-hither sounds, “Pishing” was tried out on several 
different pitches, with or without the initial ‘p’ or terminal ‘sh’, staccato and legato, louder and softer, singled or strung out into 
sequences, in conjunction with other ‘kissing’ and ‘squeaking’ noises.. Moving into another, much larger stand of thick bushes, the 
copy-catbird went into a period of full song, occasionally incorporating those birders’ call-notes as rondo, cadence or punctuation. 
Quite a performance! I wondered whether all catbirds acquire their fluency with new elements of their songs by means of such 
intense practice, or whether this individual was an unusually industrious perfectionist! I could not help speculation about some 
rare birds’ songs or calls that they might have acquired in repertoire, possibly to start some rumours flying among the birders at 
some other time.

From Rosemary Gaymer’s book, Green Boughs & Singing Birds: Events in Nature, 2008, p. 174-176. Beth Jefferson suggested that I publish 
this article and sketch in the Wood Duck and I am most happy to oblige her. Ed.

Who is that 
Spishing 
Over 
There?
by Rosemary
Gaymer
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Some Local Photos 

this Spring by Rob 

Porter.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Spencer Creek Trail, 1 June 2016.

Eastern Pondhawk, McMaster Forest, 15 June 2016.

Foamflower, Lafarge Trail, 25 May 2016.

Ebony Jewelwing, Beverly Swamp C.A., 12 June 2016. Virginia Ctenucha, 11 June 2016.
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Avoiding the Crowds: Naturalizing in Pacific Rim National Park
by Brian McHattie and Elaine Blau

Cedar forests dripping, salmon running, Black Bears and Bald 
Eagles fishing, big storms surging, tidal pools bustling with 

life: that’s November in and around Pacific Rim National Park on 
Vancouver Island’s west coast. Oh, and did I mention surfing?!

Gray Whales arriving from Baja, shorebirds re-fuelling on their 
northward journey, first sea kayak adventures of the season, dips 
into the hot springs: that’s April in the same place. Helped along 
by the Pacific Rim Whale and Shorebird Festivals with great 
hikes and tours of the Botanical Gardens.

All of this with few tourists, world-renowned restaurants, diverse 
accommodation choices, breath-taking Nuu-chah-nalth First 
Nations art and culture, B.C. wine and cheeses, and long beaches 
with Roy Henry Vickers’ sunsets (they really look like that) - an 
incredible artist whose gallery is a highlight in Tofino.

A beautiful, wild place on the surface but to get to know the 
depths, we visited the Uclulet Aquarium (twice the size it was 
when first visited in 2009). Those of you who know me are aware 
of my concerns around keeping wildlife in captivity. The Uke 
Aquarium is catch and release, holding animals only for a short 
time, in large spaces, focusing on education and environmental 
ethics. My favourite was watching the Acorn Barnacle raise it’s 
feathery wand up to catch plankton, pulling it back down to feed 
and right back into the current. The megafauna hero was the 
Giant Pacific Octypus, feeding on a Dungeness Crab – hard to 
watch but riveting at the same time. 

The Shorebird Festival can be rainy and cool, but in the magic 
of a west coast Spring, equally possible is sunny and warm. We 

went on a hike guided 
by local naturalists 
and artist, Adrian 
Dorst (with Hamilton 
connections including 
warm memories of 
birding with Bob 
Curry!), standing 
steps from Black-
bellied Plovers and 
Ruddy Turnstones 
voraciously feeding, seeing us as just another grove of coastal 
cedar trees. The Gray Whales are migrating to Alaska in March 
and April, some sticking around Pacific Rim muddying the waters 
with their bulldozer feeding style, stirring up silt and mollusks. 
And speeding along the low tide mudflats are playful families of 
River Otters in Clayquot Sound.

Elaine and I love sea kayaking 
and highly recommend cruising 
the Broken Group of Islands in 
Barkley Sound off Uclulet. We 
ended up on the first excursion 
of the year and while it was flat 
out cold, the Harlequin Ducks, 
Surf Scoters, various Alcidae, and 
dozens of Bald Eagles made up 
for it. To warm up we traveled up 
coast to the Hot Springs, seeing a sea otter along the way, classically 
floating on his/her back, nibbling on a sea urchin. Uclulet’s Wild 
Pacific Trail is another highlight – incredible views and easily 
accessible. 

Of course you can also visit in summer, but there is something 
about hiking almost alone through the rainforest, just you and 
the Varied Thrush!

Brian McHattie and Elaine Blau with 
son Mitch Blau, 14 May 2014 - from Bay 

Observer.

Ucluelet Aquarium from Vancouverisland.com

The interior of the Ucluelet Aquarium from Vancouverisland.com.

Gray Whale spy-hopping with calf 
in foreground - from the web.

Surf Scoters at LaSalle Marina, 18 March 2011 - photo Mike Veltri.
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Some Local 

Arthropod Photos 

in the Hamilton 

Area this Spring 

by Ian Smith.

Bug, 19 June 2016, Paddy 
Greene Road.

Crab Spider on Dame’s Rocket, 29 May 2016, 
Paddy Greene Road.

Baltimore, 29 June 2016, Rail 
Trail W of Hwy 52.

Rusty Snaketail, 31 May 2016, 
Hardy Road area, Brantford.

Beetle, 29 June 2016, 
Flamborough.

Crab Spider with Cabbage White, 29 June 2016, Paddy Greene Road. Bumblebee on Red Clover, 19 June 2016, Paddy Greene Road.

Bee on Common Milkweed, 29 June 2016, Paddy Greene Road.

Northern Pearly-Eye, 29 June 2016, Paddy Greene Road.
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Updates from the Field – HNC’s Land Trust Program Activities
Outdoor Education Program
by Jen Baker

HNC’s outdoor education program has been fortunate to 
receive generous donor support from HNC members. 

HNC’s outdoor education program works with elementary 
school students from the urban core who have few opportunities 
to explore nature. The goal of the program is for students to have 
fun in nature, to learn about nature in their neighbourhood, 
and to actively participate in restoring nature. The education 
programs are curriculum-linked which is partly what makes 
them so popular with 
teachers, some of whom we 
have been working with for 
several years.

The focus of the Trees 
Please! education program 
is to teach students about the 
importance of urban trees 
for wildlife as well as for 
the ecological benefits trees 
provide. Students conducted 
tree inventories in the 
schoolyard and learned 
about suitable planting sites 
and the importance of ‘the 
right tree in the right place’. 
Grade 2 students from 
St. Marguerite d’Youville 
Catholic Elementary School 
went on walking field trips 
to the Crerar Forest where 
they compared the trees 
in the forest to the trees at 
the school yard. They also 
learned about wildlife that 
depend on the woodlot. 
HNC produced a video 
about the activities with 
this school that has been 
voted Greenest School in 
Canada (https://vimeo.com/160457738)    

Through the Pollinator Paradise education programming over 
500 students have learned about the importance of native 
pollinators for local ecosystems, as well as for food security. 
They also learn about how they can help local pollinators by 
planting pollinator-friendly plants across the city. They make 
seedballs and help create pollinator habitat at, or close to their 
school. This is helping to build Hamilton’s Pollinator Corridor, 
an initiative being led by HNC through the Pollinator Paradise 
project in partnership with Environment Hamilton. 

Students will be going on a nature outing to HNC’s Amaolo 

Nature Sanctuary and for some students 
it is their first nature outing. At the 
nature sanctuary students plant native 
plants, contributing to an ecological 
restoration project in a fallow field. 
They also learn about aquatic insects 
by dip-netting in a pond, use binoculars to study trees and 

nests, and participate in a scavenger hunt. Many students have 
commented about this being their favourite field trip and we are 
looking forward to the trips happening this spring.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to HNC’s outdoor 
education program! Additional funds are needed to keep the 
program going, particularly as the cost to bus students to the 
nature sanctuaries has increased. Please contact Jen Baker 
to make a donation and help get kids out in nature! (land@
hamiltonnature.org or 905-524-3339) 

Students from St Marguerite d’Youville 
love trees - photo Lucy Hunt.

Jen Baker at Volunteer 
Appreciation Night 

Students learning about aquatic insects at Amaolo Sanctuary - photo Jen 
Baker.



The Wood Duck - In the Summer, 2016 Page 25

A male Comet Darner at the small pond along Puslinch 7th Concession at the Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve, 25 June 1016 - photo Chris Cheatle. This 
rare species is quite a sight on the wing with its fire-engine red abdomen as shown by this wonderful photo. Even the male’s claspers are intensely red.

A Bullfrog in Winter in Brantford
by Bill Lamond

On March 6, 2016 while out birding with my daughter Sarah, 
we encountered an adult Bullfrog in a floodplain area on 

the Grand River in the City of Brantford. It was obvious that 
the floodplain here had been scoured with floodwaters in the 
recent past (not sure how recent). The frog was sitting in a slight 
depression and looked totally lifelike –although not moving – as 
its posture looked normal. At the time the temperature was about 
+1.5oC but sunny. I reached down to grab the frog, not expecting 
it to move, but it jumped sluggishly. Pictures were then taken. 

How long had this frog been in this spot? It seemed unlikely 
that it had got to this spot on this particular day as it was so 
cold. However, as noted above, it was capable of movement. The 
previous five days were much colder (for March 5 the maximum 
temperature reached was -0.4oC [the overnight low was -6.0oC], 
for March 4th the maximum temperature reached was -1.5oC 
[overnight low -9.0oC], for March 3 the maximum temperature 
was -3.3oC [Minimum -8.3oC], for March 2 the maximum was 
-5.0oC [minimum -10oC]), and for March 1 the maximum was 
-3.9oC [minimum -10.1oC]. 

Is it possible this frog had been in this same location since February 
29 when the maximum temperature was +10.1oC? If that was the 
case this would mean that this Bullfrog was subjected to fairly 
cold freezing temperatures. Bullfrogs are not known to be very 
frost-tolerant so it almost seems unlikely that this individual 
was at this location on the night of March 2 when the low was 
-10.0oC. With temperatures like these, it would have been likely 

that this Bullfrog would 
have been frozen solid 
and thus dead upon 
thawing. There are two 
possible explanations 
here. Either the Bullfrog 
got to this location on 
the morning of March 
6 (likely coming out 
of the Grand River) 
despite how cold it 
was, or this Bullfrog 
had been here since 
February 29 and thus 
was capable of surviving 
freezing for a period 
of time. Other species of frogs can survive being frozen for long 
periods of time but the Bullfrog is not included in this group. An 
interesting situation regardless and a highly unusual sighting for 
this species in the winter-time.

Adult Bullfrog on Grand River floodplain 
in Brantford, 6 March 2016 - photo Sarah 

Lamond.
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The Tip of Point Pelee looking back from the Tip, 24 May 2016 - photo Brandon Holden. The Tip at Point Pelee once again had a different 
configuration of sand and rocks. It is an ever-changing place.

H N C  H i k e  R e p o r t

The Breeding Birds of McMaster Research Forest
by Gordo Laidlaw and Rob Porter

These are the results of the Sunday, 12 June 2016 HNC 
Breeding Birds of McMaster Forest outing led by Rob Porter. 

The 12 participants enjoyed beautiful weather for 3.5 hours on 
a 4.3 km hike through the various habitats of the McMaster 
Research Forest. The group saw a total of 49 species including 
four confirmed active nests. 

Early on in the outing we were treated to discovering two cavity-
nesting species’ nests, while Rob was pointing out the kinds of 
trees they can be found in (dead ones!). The first was a Downy 
Woodpecker nest, where both male and female parents were 
feeding young who were old enough to stick their heads out of 
the cavity to be fed. Shortly after was a House Wren nest, where 
from one of the parents was singing a fair bit. We then checked 
out a known Red-bellied Woodpecker cavity, but it was not 
active at the time. Later we looked at a couple of dormant Black-
capped Chickadee cavities, and a cavity that belonged to a pair of 
Eastern Bluebirds until it was predated.

Later we happened upon a very upset Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 
making a lot of noise. After looking more carefully, we noticed 
a Blue Jay perched in the shade nearby, sitting perfectly still and 
quietly. After looking carefully at the dim spot, we figured it 
might be a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher nest that it was perched at. This 
was confirmed when the Blue Jay went and grabbed one of the 
young and flew off with it, in beak. A minute later a second Blue 
Jay appeared, which dropped one of the young out of the tree (I’m 
guessing accidentally), then took another one and flew off. 

This was the first nest predation event that most of us have witnessed, 
and a fairly unique thing to see during an HNC outing! Hopefully 
the Blue-grays get a chance to have a second brood.

Just after the outing, we noticed a Baltimore Oriole nest just at 
the eastern trail entrance; a female oriole went in and never came 
out of a hidden spot, revealed to be a basket-nest after a short 
study of the area. Over all, we discovered four new nests, and one 
probable nesting location for Blue-winged Warblers.

Here are the species (and numbers) seen/heard on the hike. 
Confirmed nests are marked (*) and probable nests marked (*p):

Pileated Woodpecker - 1
Field Sparrow - 14
European Starling - 30
Northern Cardinal - 4
Baltimore Oriole - 6 *
Indigo Bunting - 5
Eastern Phoebe - 2
White-breasted Nuthatch - 2
Barn Swallow - 7
House Wren - 1 *
Mourning Dove - 2
Eastern Wood Pewee - 2
Blue Jay - 6
Common Yellowthroat - 4
Cedar Waxwing - 9
Carolina Wren - 1
Ring-billed Gull - 2
Blue-winged Warbler - 3 *p
Rose-breasted Grosbeak - 2
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher - 5 *
Common Grackle - 7
American Crow - 4
Brown-headed Cowbird - 5
Killdeer - 3
Downy Woodpecker - 5 *

Song Sparrow - 13
American Goldfinch - 4
American Robin - 4
Chipping Sparrow - 3
Red-bellied Woodpecker - 1
Black-capped Chickadee - 3
Yellow Warbler - 9
Great Crested Flycatcher - 2
Gray Catbird - 1
Red-eyed Vireo - 3
Turkey Vulture - 6
Scarlet Tanager - 1
Red-winged Blackbird - 2
Chimney Swift - 5
Hairy Woodpecker - 2
Yellow-billed Cuckoo - 1
Canada Goose - 4
Chestnut-sided Warbler - 1
Red-tailed Hawk - 1
Belted Kingfisher - 1
Northern Flicker - 2
Savannah Sparrow - 1
Warbling Vireo - 1
accipiter sp. - 1
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Three Views of the 
Mississippi Kite 

at Mud Lake, Port 
Colborne, 22 May, 2016. 

All photos by Barry 
Cherriere.

On Sunday May 22 my friend 
Mourad Jabra took me to Mud 
Lake in Port Colborne, to try to 

see and possibly get photos of the 
Mississippi Kite that was reported 
being in that location. He didn’t 

know that I had never been able to 
capture images of this species before. 

Well the trip went very well, very 
well indeed.

Barry Cherriere.
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The Greenbelt, the Niagara Escarpment and Our Future 
by Bruce Mackenzie and Gord McNulty

The Province of Ontario has stretched out The Co-ordinated 
Land Use Planning Review , CLUPR, for a long time now 

and it ain’t over yet. I would like to think the process is like aging 
wine where the vintage will just keep getting better but there is 
always a fear that you could end up with vinegar. 

The CLUPR entails the review of: 

* The Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe 

* The Greenbelt Plan  

* The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan and 

* The Niagara Escarpment Plan 

Together these plans are incredibly important to all of us and in 
our area the Greenbelt Plan, and the Niagara Escarpment Plan, 
NEP, are critical to how our landscape will look tomorrow and to 
how we will live in the future. 

The NEP has been in place now for over 40 years and has 
survived virtually intact since its conception even with various 
governments in power. The Greenbelt Plan was initiated in 2005 
and came up for review in 2015. The Provincial Government 
chose to review all four plans at the same time rather than to 
have four separate reviews. In the future their review dates will 
be aligned. For any individual citizen to follow the complete 
reviews and understand them would be a herculean task. Many 
citizens have adopted particular sections of one plan or two to 
comment on during the CLUPR.  

The Province started by tasking a committee chaired by David 
Crombie to review the four plans together and bring a report 
to the Province.  This was completed in late 2015 and 87 
recommendations were presented in the committees report. 
The report from the Crombie Committee did not include any 
mapping. The Province reviewed the report and in the spring of 
2016 produced its draft CLUPR document based on the Crombie 
report and this time mapping was included and provided to the 
public. The maps showed what lands are to be included in the 

Greenbelt and the NEP and to 
what level of protection they will 
receive. From a high altitude view, 
the maps stayed the same and 
this was excellent news. Along 
with these maps are the planning 
guidelines telling all how to build and grow liveable complete 
communities. 

So now that the draft plan from the Province has been released, 
municipalities, the land development industry, the agricultural 
community, the public, you and me, have until September 30th to 
send in our comments on it. Again it is critical for citizens to make 
their concerns known to the Government. After September 30th 
the Province will review the comments submitted by all parties. 
In late 2016 or more likely 2017 the Province will release its final 
CLUPR document. It will set out the guiding planning principals 
and maps for our part of the province until at least 2025. 

Some municipalities and developers may be using this comment 
period to continue to refine their arguments and ramp up their 
lobbying with government staff and Provincial politicians to 
weaken the plans. While municipalities and lobbyists may be 
sending in their comments all parties were given the opportunity 
to speak to ministry staff at the recently held Open Houses. 
Citizens are encouraged to send in their comments into the 
review office by email or mail.  Your comments will be shared 
between the applicable staff. 

“Leading  conservation and environmental groups are urging 
the province to grow the Greenbelt to include additional prime 
farmland and sensitive natural heritage systems.   Environment 
Hamilton, for example, has called for all of Hamilton’s urban river 
valleys to be added to the Greenbelt. Twenty-one major river valleys 
in the Toronto area would be protected and Environment Hamilton 
has made a strong case that Hamilton’s should be protected as 
well.  Sustainable Brant, for its part, has urged the province to 
include Brant’s prime agricultural lands, natural heritage and water 
resources including the Grand River watershed.  

Other significant recommendations from Environment Hamilton 
include putting in place new rules to restrict infrastructure 
in the Greenbelt  including highways, energy generation and 
transmission, sewage pipes and fuel lines, and to address fill 
issues across the Greenbelt. EH is also urging the province to 
hold the line on current municipal urban boundaries in the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe and freeze them for 10 years.  

EH would also reinforce Smart Growth by better aligning the 
growth plan with the Big Move transit plan objectives and 
address climate change by dedicating revenues from cap-and-
trade to programs that restore and enhance the Greenbelt’s 
natural landscape and further reduce emissions. 

We often hear from municipal politicians that urban growth is 
necessary for the success of their town. As an example in parts 

Bruce Mackenzie (left) and Gord 
McNulty.

Grimsby Greenbelt Lands - photo Bruce Mackenzie.
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of Hamilton and in Niagara, lobbyists and some members of 
councils are asking the Province to remove lands from the 
Greenbelt. 

Let’s assume for a moment that all of the tender fruit lands in 
Grimsby below the escarpment were released for development 
tomorrow. It would be safe to say that within 10 to 15 years the 
lands would all be built on. What would the town do after all of 
these lands are paved?   The next generation would not be able 
to use urban sprawl as a tool for revenue collection. The next 
generation would have to use smart management strategies 
to manage the town and make it a livable community without 
sprawl. Development and growth in the town will still take place 
but it will be smart development that does not gobble up the few 
remaining precious agricultural and natural lands. 

The Provincial Government in its implementation of the 
Greenbelt Plan, the NEP and the other plans are telling the 
municipalities that they have to be smarter now. They are no 
longer being allowed to take the easiest route and build car 
dependent communities in green fields and remove the unique 
farm land and the few natural areas that are left. The next 
generation has to be given a chance to benefit from what little of 
the untouched lands that we are leaving them. As former Minister 
Ted McMeekin stated during the first Greenbelt Review Open 
Houses “ Fifty years from now no one will criticize us for keeping 
these precious agricultural and natural lands as they are now”. 

In Hamilton and Niagara, municipal politicians offered news 
lands to be included in the Greenbelt during the Crombie 
Committee Review in exchange for smaller pieces of land to 
be removed from the Greenbelt that the municipalities want 
opened up for development. Fortunately the Province in its draft 
document and mapping took up the offer of putting the newly 
offered lands into the Greenbelt but it did not take the original 
pieces out of the Greenbelt.  
Since 2014 members of the 
HNC and other naturalists 
clubs and many members of 
the community have been 
opposing the construction 
of a proposed arterial road 
through the Irish Grove 
Woodlot and into the last 
piece of remaining Tender 
Fruit Greenbelt lands below 
the Escarpment in Grimsby. 
The mapping of the Province’s draft Greenbelt Review document 
keeps these lands in the Greenbelt and it is essential that these 
lands remain protected and not traded away. The future of the 
provincially significant Irish Grove Woodlot and the remaining 
Tender Fruit Lands in Grimsby depends upon a strong Greenbelt 
and vision. 

There is a certain beauty in all of the work being done by the 
Province. The Province takes a view of the landscape from a high 
altitude and looks at it over a much longer time period than any 
municipality can. This has been proven by the success of the NEP 
over the last 40 years or more. Yes, to some, there have been some 

issues with the NEP on a local scale but just imagine what the NEP 
planning area would like if the Province, under the leadership of 
the former Premiers John Robarts and William Davis, had not put 
in place the Niagara Escarpment Commission and Plan and left the 
planning for these lands in the hands of individual municipalities. 
The entire Escarpment area today would look like a checkerboard 
of mismatched developments and the ecological integrity and 
cultural significance of the Niagara Escarpment would be lost 
forever. There would be no Bruce Trail. The Greenbelt, The Oak 
Ridge Moraine and the Niagara Escarpment are too important 
to allow individual municipalities with nebulous and self serving 
intentions to have their way with them.  

  “It is significant that the Niagara Escarpment Commission has 
proposed that the province expand  the Niagara Escarpment 
Planning Area by about 45,000 hectares to provide greater 
protection for this irreplaceable resource.  The 45,000 hectares 
were part of the  original NEP Planning Area, but were 
not included for political reasons.  Many supporters of the 
Niagara Escarpment believe it’s imperative that the  provincial 
cabinet approve the NEC’s recommendation.”

We will not have a better opportunity than now to let the 
Provincial Government know that we support the draft for the 
new Greenbelt Plan and Niagara Escarpment Plan. I know they 
listened during the first review and now we must be heard again 
before September 30th. 

All members of the HNC are asked to let the land use review 
office and their local MPP and the Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing know how important it is to keep the Greenbelt 
and NEP as they are proposed in the draft plan. Comments must 
be received by September 30, 2016. Send them to: Email : www.
ontario.ca/landuseplanningreview 

Or write:
Land Use Planning Review 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
777 Bay St. Suite 425 ( 4th Floor) 
Toronto, Ont.
 M5G 2E5 

The Honourable Bill Mauro  
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs 17th Floor 777 Bay Street 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 2E5 

The Honourable Kathryn McGarry   
Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry Suite 6630, 6th 
Floor, Whitney Block 99 Wellesley Street West 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1W3 

For more information please review the recent document 
“Shaping Land Use in the Greater Golden Horseshoe available 
at www.ontario.ca/landuseplanningreview 

See previous articles about the Greenbelt Review and the Irish 
Grove Woodlot by the author in these Wood Duck issues: 
Summer 2014, September 2014, January 2015, and February 
2016.

Peach tree blossoms and honey bee 
- photo Bruce Mackenzie.
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Piping Plover, Sauble Beach, 18 May 2016.

Ruff, Brighton, 11 May 2016.

Purple Finch, Algonquin Park, 12 March 2016.

Indigo Bunting, Halton, 7 June 2016.

Ruddy Turnstone, Toronto, 25 May 2016.

Red Knot, Toronto, 28 May 2016.

Some Southern Ontario 
Photos in 2016  by 

Bonnie Kinder.
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  The HNC’s Centenary
Although it may sound as if 2019 is a long way off, in reality it will be here before we know it. This will be a 

significant year in our Club’s history as we reach our centennial and I, for one, would hope that we can mark 
this historic event in some significant ways. I suspect there are very few clubs which can match such a history 
and it would be a tremendous shame for us to let the occasion slip by without appropriate celebrations.….but 

this is your Club and we need your ideas! What would you like to see the Club do to celebrate 100 years of 
preserving Nature? I’m sure there are lots of easy-to accomplish things we can commit to but there may also be 

some larger undertakings you would like to see happen which will probably  take more planning, more time 
and, quite possibly, more money. One anonymous idea I received during last year’s member survey was that we 
should perhaps try to produce a book on the history and achievements of the HNC. I think that sounds like a 
terrific idea but such a project would need to get going very soon if it were to be completed by our anniversary. 
So put on your thinking caps, discuss with friends and family, and let me know your thoughts! Send me your 

ideas by email, regular mail or by telephone.
Maggie Sims, HNC President

 

 

Greater Yellowlegs, Shaver Road and Sawmill Roads, Ancaster, 15 April 2016 -photo Gerten Basom.


