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Green-striped Darner (male) at Valens Conservation Area, 24 September 2016. This individual was the highlight of the 
“late butterflies and odonates hike”. See hike summary an page 63 - photo Joanne Redwood.



The Wood Duck - November, 2016Page 50

Table of Contents

  Celebrating the Anita Dutka-Buchin Nature Sanctuary Jen Baker 52
  In Memoriam – Alan Wormington Bill Lamond 53
  Memories of Alan Wormington Bob Curry 54
  Canal Park Opening
  Hamilton Butterfly Count 3 July 2016

Gord McNulty
Bill Lamond

56
57

  Nesting Caspian Tern — In Alaska! Reprint from The Guardian 59

  Dates to Remember - November – December

  Birding Both Sides of the Hamilton Beachstrip

Rob Porter/Liz Taylor Rabishaw
Rob Porter

60

62

  Silken Threads in the Sky George Naylor 62

  Late Butterflies and Odonates Hike - 24 September 2016 Jennifer Lobo 63
Biggar Lagoons Become Grimsby Wetlands Bruce Mackenzie 65

  Biomimicry: Imitating Nature Bill Lamond 67
  Ontario Birding from 1895 to 1944 with Peter Thoem Michael Rowlands 69

Marbled Godwit (juvenile female) at Windermere Basin on 22 August 2016 - photo Bob Curry.



The Wood Duck - November, 2016 Page 51

Publications Committee: Christine Bishop, Rob Dobos, Maggie Sims, Kevin McLaughlin, Don McLean, Herman van Barneveld, Glenda 
Slessor, Jean Stollard, Jim Stollard and John Struger.

The Wood Duck is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club and produced by members of the Club. It is published nine 
times a year from September to May, inclusive. Deadline for receipt of material is the 5th of the month preceding publication date. 

As long as credit lines are included, articles may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise specified. Opinions expressed in 
the Wood Duck are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club.
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of our natural heritage. 

Meetings are held monthly September to May inclusive and field events are scheduled throughout the year. Visitors are welcome. 
The HNC is a registered charity and all donations as well as membership fees are tax deductible.

HNC BOARD 2016 - 2017    Executive

Past President:
President:

Vice-President:
Secretary:  
Treasurer:

Michael Fischer
Maggie Sims

vacant
Bronwen Tregunno

Jim Stollard

905 526 0325
905 331 1496

905 637 7136
905 634 3538

fischermj@sympatico.ca
maggie.sims@cogeco.ca

 
brontreg@cogeco.ca

jjstollard@sympatico.ca 

Directors

Bird Study Group:
Conservation & Education:

Field Events:
Director-at-Large: 

Membership: 
Programs:
Publicity:

Sanctuary:
Volunteer:

Wood Duck Editor:

Bruce Mackenzie
Paul D. Smith

Rob Porter
Gord McNulty

Jill Baldwin 
William Oates

vacant
Brian Wylie

vacant
Bill Lamond

905-973-4869
905 659 1482
905 920 3148
905 525 9927
905 679 6447 
905 628 0328

905 627 4601

519 756 9546

kintail52@gmail.com
am.pd.smith@sympatico.ca

rob@inpictures.ca
gmcnulty21@gmail.com

jill.membership.hnc@gmail.com 
oates.william@gmail.com

 
brianwylie@cogeco.ca

bill-lamond@hotmail.com

Coordinators

Website Coordinator:
Social Coordinator:
Junior Naturalists:

Mailing:
Land Trust Program:

vacant
Catharine Flatt

Brian Wylie
Jean Stollard

Jen Baker

905 628 2030
905 627 4601
905 634 3538
905 524 3339 

cflatt@cogeco.ca
brianwylie@cogeco.ca
jjstollard@sympatico.ca

land@hamiltonnature.org

Report rare bird sightings to: Cheryl Edgecombe 905-637-5923
Send Noteworthy Bird Records to: Bill Lamond, 238 St. George St, Brantford, N3R 1W7 email: bill-lamond@hotmail.com

MEMBERSHIP FEES – Please remit to The Membership Director, 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club  P.O.Box 89052, Hamilton, ON, L8S 4R5

HNC PUBLICATIONS - To order, contact Elaine Serena
905-639-2702 or serene238@gmail.com

Life Membership   $750.00 Hamilton Nature Counts 2003 $75.00

Single Membership $45.00 Hamilton Area Bird Checklist 2007 $2.00

Senior Single Membership $40.00 Head of the Lake Nature Guide $8.00

Student Single Membership (on-line-only  
access to Wood Duck; for those 25 or under) free What’s Alive in Hamilton - from HCA website. free

Checklist of Ontario Butterflies $1.50

Senior Joint Membership $45.00 Birds of Hamilton and Surrounding Areas
(order from Glenn Barrett at ncc_images@hotmail.com) $45.00

Family Membership $50.00

Junior Naturalists - 1st child $80.00 Hamilton Mammal Atlas $15.00

Junior Naturalists - additional children $70.00 A Monthly Guide to Nature and Conservation. $5.00

Honorary Life Member n/a Reptiles and Amphibians of Ham. Area (check local library)

          Volume 70 Number 3  
                    CN ISSN 0049-7886
    http://www.hamiltonnature.org

              
            November, 2016                                                                                       
-  Publications Mail Contract No. 40048074
         info@hamiltonnature.org



The Wood Duck - November, 2016Page 52

Editor’s Notes........
So much to talk about and so little room so I have to be brief. Incredibly good news about our new HNC sanctuary. You 
can read about this just below. I wanted Barney and Helene Dutka on the front cover of this issue but they did not want 
the recognition despite how important this is. I did manage to sneak a small photo of them on the memorial bench in 
the article below.
Please, please, please make a last minute submission to the Ontario Government about preserving the Greenbelt at 
growourgreenbelt.ca/action or at the very least sign the petition at protectthegreenbelt.ca – the deadline is October 
31st and I sent this month’s “Duck” out early specifically to make this plea. Let the decision makers know how you 
feel. You can bet that land speculators, developers and unscrupulous politicians have made their submissions. With 
enough positive feedback from citizens, the government will listen, especially with election mode around the corner. 
The Greenbelt must not be tampered with. If anything we need it to grow!
There are two articles in this issue about Alan Wormington and his life. Alan affected so many birders in his life that I’m 
sure I could fill a whole Wood Duck with “My Memories of Alan” articles. A quote from Jim Richards of Orono I think 
is quite telling. “In my opinion, Ontario ornithology has lost the single most important figure since the passing of James 
L. Baillie in 1970”. I couldn’t agree more with Jim, but I, and others, have also lost a very good friend. 
This month’s cover Wood Duck photo was taken by Glenn Barrett at Sioux Lookout Park in Burlington way back in 
1988 (scan of a 35mm print - not too many digital cameras back then).

Celebrating the HNC’s Newest Property, the 
Anita Dutka-Buchin Nature Sanctuary!
by Jen Baker

We are pleased to announced HNC’s newest property, the 
Anita Dutka-Buchin Nature Sanctuary! It is thanks to 

the generous contributions from Barney and Helene Dutka that 
we were able to acquire the property and name it after Barney’s 
mother. Over several years they made donations of securities 
to the HNC’s Wildlands Acquisition Fund with the intent of 
helping the Club purchase a new nature sanctuary in Burlington. 
As the property is undevelopable, the purchase cost was low 
and the remaining funds will help to buy another property for 
permanent protection.

This is HNC’s first nature sanctuary in Burlington and it makes 
HNC a full landowner in the Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark 

System. It is part of Sassafras 
Woods, an area HNC has been 
interested in protecting for 
decades. It is beside the northern 
boundary of the CUMIS lands 
which many people hike on 
from the North Service Road. The trail follows an unopened road 
allowance from the North Service Road to Old Waterdown Road 
and lies on the eastern boundary of HNC’s property. 

The property consists of a secondary growth deciduous forest, 
with a few mature trees. The tree diversity is high and there are 
few invasive species. A creek lies at the bottom of the ravine 
and part of it flows through the property. We look forward to 
learning more about the unique features of the property as we 
spend more time on it. The property provides good views into 
the ravine and we have installed a bench to help visitors enjoy the 

Jen Baker, 13 April 2016 - photo 
Bruce Mackenzie.

Barney and Helene Dutka at the Anita Dutka-Buchin Nature Sanctuary, 1 October 
2016. Read the bench plaque inscription on the back cover - photo Jen Baker.

View of The Anita Dutka-Buchin Sanctuary, 1 October 2016 - photo  Jen Baker.
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area. We hope that you will enjoy the property and that you will 
share interesting sightings.

We welcome contributions of any amount to HNC’s Wildlands 
Acquisition Fund to enable us to acquire important natural 

lands for permanent protection. If you would like to make a 
contribution to the Wildlands Acquisition Fund, please contact 
Jen Baker at 905-524-3339 or land@hamiltonnature.org. 

Location of Anita Dutka-Buchin Nature Sanctuary. Flatt Road is just to the south of the map.

In Memoriam - Alan Wormington
by Bill Lamond

Long-time HNC member Alan Wormington passed away on 
3 September 2016 in his 63rd year. Many of you no doubt 

already know of this. And how could you not know? – An 
obituary in the Hamilton Spectator, the National Post and the 
Windsor Star; an extended piece about his life in the Windsor 
Star and another long obituary in the Globe and Mail. Not to 
mention notices on HamiltonBirds, OntBirds and the Ontario 
Lepidoptera e-network as well as some prominent tribute blog 
posts by Josh Vandermeulen and Bruce MacTavish. And still to 
be published are In Memoriam articles in Ontario Insects about 
his life in butterflies and moths, and another In Memoriam 
article about his life in birds in Ontario Birds. There is no doubt 
about it that Alan was exceptional and special. With all of these 
articles and notices one might ask if another is warranted, but 
it is a very sad honour that I write this specifically for the Wood 
Duck as Alan was born in Hamilton, “learned his trade” here, 
and has been an HNC Life Member since 1978.

I will first refer readers to his Member Profile that was published 
in the January 2014 Wood Duck Volume 68, No. 5. Please read this 
as well.  At the time of that article, Alan had been diagnosed with 
incurable bone cancer in December of 2013, a cancer that was 
deduced to be of kidney origin; from a kidney that was removed 
in 1996! I did not mention the cancer in that article although 
it soon became common knowledge that Alan had cancer. The 

original prognosis that 
he received sounded dire: 
“Bad news. Doctor says 
there is what appears 
to be cancerous growth 
around my one kidney, 
lungs, maybe hip, and 
maybe towards my arm. Even the so-called sciatica may not be 
correct, but instead related to the rest.” His oncologist told him 
that it was “incurable but treatable”. However, his spirits did not 
flag and after a rehabilitation stint in a senior’s residence (Alan 
lived alone with no caregiver) and a few treatments of his initial 
chemotherapy, he was soon back home to fend for himself. He 
essentially carried on as if he was afflicted by a chronic illness 
and not a life-threatening disease. He birded frequently at Point 
Pelee; he chased all the great rarities in the province; he continued 
to be the voice of Ontario birding through his seasonal reports 
to North American Birds; and he continued to be the main 
interpreter of Ontario bird records be they date or geographic 
rarities. He went on birding trips as he always did: A two week trip 
to Netitishi Point on the south shore of James Bay in September/
October of 2014 with Jeremy Bensette, Kory Renaud and Josh 
Vandermeulen; a two week trip to Texas in the winter of 2015 
with Jeremy Bensette; and a solo trip to the north shore of Lake 
Superior in the spring of 2015. He was planning another spring 

Alan Wormington at Point Pelee, 21 
September 2013 - photo Kevin McLaughlin.
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trip by himself to the north shore of Lake Superior in 2016 but he 
cancelled the trip due to medical issues. This past spring at Point 
Pelee, most of his friends could see that he was failing. He had 
lost a lot of weight over the winter (which he laughed off saying 
he was overweight anyway) and he did not look well. We feared 
that he would not be around much longer, and although we did 
not voice these concerns to Alan, he would nonetheless have had 
none of this. There were just small problems to get looked after 
by his chiropractor and family doctor – “the scans showed the 
cancer was under control”. He was also in the process of planning 
a two week trip in the spring of 2017 to Netitishi Point with others 
(myself included). Bob Curry and I were alarmed that he had not 
progressed on the three major books he was working on –his life’s 
work – namely The Birds of Point Pelee, The Butterflies of Point 
Pelee and The Rare Birds of Ontario. I remember Bob telling Alan 
this past June that he should be looking after his legacy projects – 
his books! “Get them done and get them out of the way.” However, 
Alan demurred instead saying “There’s lots of time for that.” With 
extreme regret this was not the case.

His condition worsened considerably over this past summer. 
His oncologist told him that his previous cancer chemotherapy 
had stopped working, although a new, promising drug was to 
be started. Alan finally got serious about his books this July. He 
got a publication committee together to start work on The Birds 
of Point Pelee. Their first meeting was to occur in October. He 
sent out drafts of his butterfly accounts for The Butterflies of Point 
Pelee to me for review. He got his first treatment of the new drug 
but still his condition deteriorated. He realized he needed to be 
hospitalized to get himself stabilized and was admitted to the 
Windsor Metropolitan Hospital on August 17. I visited him at 
the hospital for three days from Aug 20-22 and I could see he 
was not improving despite blood transfusions and quality care. 
However, he was still the same old Alan as he was identifying 
“year birds” out of the hospital window (Common Nighthawk) 
and was making comments on birds I had seen that day at Point 
Pelee (juvenile Lesser Black-backed Gull – “close to being record-
early, early date is 18 August”). He was still talking about future 

plans but he acknowledged “that I have to get better first”. Just 
a few days later he crashed. When the cancer finally came for 
him in earnest, it was extremely rapid. In just a few days he was 
bedridden and shortly after that normal conversation with him 
was not possible. He was transferred to the Leamington Hospital 
on August 27 and shortly thereafter to the Leamington Hospice 
where he passed away on September 3. 

Through it all, Alan never moped or complained about his lot. 
He carried on with his life and lived it as he would have without 
the terminal diagnosis. It was obvious he was in pain most of the 
time as it was difficult for him to walk or get out of a chair. He 
had been on low-dose narcotic painkillers since the beginning 
but they only seemed to take away the severe pain. After the 
painkillers kicked in he would say he was much better – pain 
free – but you could see that he was still in discomfort.

Alan was a life-long bachelor. But of course if Alan had been 
married he would not be the Alan we knew; the Alan who knew 
more about the status and distribution of Ontario birds than 
anyone; the Alan who birded all over North America on a whim; 
the Alan who did not really hold down a “permanent job” as it 
was too restrictive of his desire to bird whenever and wherever 
he wanted. It is very unfortunate he did not live to see his books 
published.  Alan’s books will be finished in due course. Bob Curry 
and others will finish The Birds of Point Pelee. I will see that The 
Butterflies of Point Pelee is completed. Both of these books were 
close to being completed by Alan – he just didn’t want to finish 
them too soon or they would be out of date before you know it! 
His Rare Birds of Ontario will get finished as well I have no doubt. 
It is the least we can do for our good friend Alan.

Of course we are all unique and special but Alan was a one-of-
a-kind. I am reminded of the quote by William Beebe about 
extinction, “when the last individual of a race of living things 
breathes no more, another heaven and another earth must pass 
before such a one can be again.” Perhaps it is hyperbole on my part 
but it will be a long, long time before we see his kind again. 

Memories of Alan Wormington
by Bob Curry

I first met Alan in Westdale Ravine on 6 May 1970. He had found 
a Summer Tanager the day before and showed it to me for my 

first Hamilton record of this southern species. Alan was a good 
looking blond kid, not quite 16, quiet but already confident in 
his skills. Skilled because he spent every waking moment out in 
nature looking for birds and butterflies. About this time Alan’s 
parents went to see the principal of Westdale High School – he had 
been suspended for skipping school (to watch birds of course). “If 
this persists we will have no recourse but to expel your son”, he 
said.  “Well I guess that’s it”, answered Alan who proceeded to 
walk out of the office never to return to high school!

Some have said that I was his mentor in the years immediately after 

our first meeting but 
this wasn’t really true. 
First, I had a young 
career and soon a 
young family. Second, 
George North as he 
did for innumerable 
young birders over 
decades, taught him 
the finer skills of 
bird education. And, 
third, Alan was a wunderkind who almost immediately could find 
more birds and “better birds” than any of us. Of course, as with any 

Alan Wormington (left) and author Bob Curry 
celebrating Alan’s best butterflying day ever, 21 

September 1991 - photo Sid Daniels.
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other endeavor, innate ability was honed through hundreds of days 
in the forests and fields of Hamilton.

Most of my memories of Alan begin a few years later when he 
was in his twenties, and we began a series of trips together to 
Northern Ontario or I visited Alan in the “Deep South” in search 
of butterflies and moths.  In late August 1977 Alan, Mark Jennings 
and I birded Moosonee over several days. Most memorably we 
hiked up the coast, taking a whole day, to North Point where 
Guy Morrison and his CWS crew were banding waders. We saw 
no rare birds but were in our cups as the accompanying “selfie” 
shows!  The highlight was the helicopter ride back to Moosonee, 
a first for Mark and me. In early July 1978, Alan arranged 
through Dave Copeland to have his brother, a pilot, fly us to the 
Hudson Bay coast. So Alan, Barry Cherriere, Rob Copeland, me 
and our pilot flew from Timmins to abandoned Radar Site 415 
making refueling stops en route. We saw some great birds but 
had to leave because the weather was so bad that we feared being 
stranded for extra days with a rented plane. We almost didn’t 
get off the rain-soaked gravel airstrip as we sunk into the gravel. 
Again, the adventure was in the travel!

In 1990 and 1991 the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
initiated a project to census birds along the Hudson Bay Coast.  
Alan was the chief field birder on that project and others of us got 
to go for a two-week period. Amazingly Alan had found Rock 

Ptarmigans in June and we were able to see seven in mid-July 
before they disappeared for good. After morning bird surveys 
the others rested but Alan and I would spend our afternoons 
trudging the tundra and collecting northern butterflies and 
moths that I have never seen since. Some of the moths were new 
for Ontario. His record keeping, as always, was meticulous. The 
project continued in 1991 on the James Bay coast and again Alan 
was field leader.

During the 1990s I made numerous trips to Pelee to spend time 
with Alan searching by day for butterflies and by night for moths.  
On one memorable day, 21 September 1991, Alan, Sid Daniels of 
Toronto – an early butterfly mentor of Alan’s – and I discovered 
and collected the first and only Brazilian Skipper for Canada and 
four Ocola Skippers, 38 Fiery Skippers, nine Sachems and so 
on. Alan called it his best butterfly day of his life. We were very 
happy as Sid’s photo of Alan and me eloquently indicates.

I loved night moth collecting trips with Alan. We would drive very 
fast in his Toyota Celica through hot, muggy nights from Wheatley 
to Arner west of Leamington and back checking lights until 3:00  a.m. 
all the time to the pounding music of The Doors on his car radio.

In 1994 Bill Lamond, Alan and I took a 10-day trip to far 
northwestern Ontario to collect butterflies and moths. As usual, 
we detoured to Pelee Island to look for a bird but collected a rare 
southern Sphingid, the Titan Sphinx. A vivid memory is of my 
driving through the night north of Superior and attempting to 
stay alert. It was 2:00 a.m., and Bill was asleep in the back when 
Alan shouted “MOOSE!” and perhaps saved our lives as I braked 
sharply.

The last time that I went to Pelee was to seek butterflies with Alan 
was July 8 – 9 of this year. Ostensibly the trip was to photograph 
Dukes’ Skipper but it was really to see Alan. We drove around to 
his known sites for this southern butterfly. I thrashed through 
sedges while Alan, clearly not well, stayed in the car. “There’s 
one” he shouted out the open window and pointed me to where 
I could photograph it. Typically, he saw from 60 feet away what I 
couldn’t see from five feet! Those two days were the last time that 
we talked about birds and butterflies.

I will miss him.

Alan Wormington (R), Mark Jennings (L) and Bob Curry at Shipsands 
Island, N of Moosonee, August 1977 - photo Mark Jennings (timer). 

Alan Wormington at Little Shagamu River (centre) with Bob Curry (left) 
and (from left to right)  Jo Barton, Tom Knight, Mike Hunter and Craig 

Potter, July 1990 - photo Mike Wilton.

Duke’s Skipper at Wheatley P.P.,9 July 2016 - photo Bob Curry, on 
Bob Curry’s last butterfly excursion with Alan Wormington.
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Canal Park Opening
by Gord McNulty

The official opening of newly-christened Canal Park on the 
former site of Veldhuis Greenhouses on King Street East in 

Dundas marked another significant achievement for the Cootes 
to Escarpment EcoPark System. About 60 people gathered 
for the ceremonies on August 20 to celebrate the Hamilton 
Conservation Authority’s success in establishing a natural oasis 
and recreation hub next to the historic Desjardins Canal. The 
most prominent feature of this gateway park is a chimney stack 

that the Authority preserved and 
reinforced during demolition of 
the Veldhuis buildings to provide a 
nesting site for Chimney Swifts. Two 
distinctive steel arches now flank a 
public square by the chimney. 

The park is currently an empty 
field with some native species plantings, and a couple of gravel 
paths. It will evolve with multi-use trails, forests and meadows 
as well as resting and educational areas. The park also includes 
a restored wetland and gravel nesting areas for turtles by the 
canal’s banks, a safe alternative to nesting areas alongside 
King Street that require them to risk being killed by traffic. It 
will provide another much-anticipated link in establishing the 
Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark System ecological corridor and 
trail network, supported by ten local government and non-
profit organizations including the HNC.  

A number of speakers gave strong speeches in support of the 
new park. The opening culminated a long effort by the Authority, 
which bought the Veldhuis property in 2008, demolished the 
buildings in 2011, and then remediated the land with clean 
fill for a soil cap to prevent people from being exposed to 
contaminants from the original site. A shaded viewing platform 
by the Desjardins Canal will be added in future to enhance this 
urban nature sanctuary. 

Gord McNulty from ON 
Nature, Winter 2015 - photo 

Nicole Chamula.

Dignitaries at the official opening of Canal Park in Dundas. from left to 
right: Hamilton Conservation Foundation Chair Anne Tennier; Flamborough 

Councillor Robert Pasuta; Dundas Councillor Arlene VanderBeek; and 
Hamilton Conservation CAO Chris Firth-Eagland - photo Gord McNulty. 

What’s on at the Bird Study Group?
The Rarest Birds on Earth: The Story of Hawaii’s Disappearing Bird Life

21 November 2016  — 7:30 p.m.

More than just a destination for beach goers, Hawaii has an incredible diversity of habitats from steaming 
volcanoes to lush tropical forests. Unfortunately Hawaii is now considered the “endangered species 
capital” with the most species at risk per square kilometre in the world. Join Bird Studies Canada biologist 
and Eagle-eye Tours birding leader Jody Allair for a visual presentation on the birds of Hawaii and the 
conservation issues they are facing. At the Burlington Seniors’ Centre, 2285 New St, Burlington.

HNC Monthly Meeting – Protecting Nature in Urban Areas 
14 November (Monday) 7:30 p.m. – RBG HQ, Plains Road W., Burlington

The HNC is working to protect nature in Hamilton through its Pollinator Paradise and Trees Please programs. The Pollina-
tor Paradise program is working to create a Pollinator Corridor across the city on public and private lands. The Trees Please 
program is conducting tree inventories and is collecting air quality data in two neighbourhoods. The analysis of the data will 
help prioritize areas for tree planting to help improve air quality. The talk will describe the success of the programs and the 
resulting habitat benefits, along with the numerous residents and volunteers that have been engaged. Speaker Jen Baker has 
been a volunteer with the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club for over 15 years and has served as the only staff person since 2008. As 
the Land Trust Manager she works to secure natural lands for permanent protection and helps to steward the HNC’s nature 
sanctuaries with a focus on protecting ‘species at risk’. She coordinates the HNC’s popular hands-on education program that 
teaches students about local wildlife and gets them out in nature. She also works to secure important natural lands with the 
Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark System and the Hamilton Conservation Authority. 
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Hamilton Butterfly Count - 3 July 2016
by Bill Lamond 

The 13th annual Hamilton Butterfly Count (HBC) was held 
on 3 July 2016. Was it unlucky 13? Well, no actually. The 

weather was good, very nice in fact . We had good participation 
with all eight territories having some coverage from the 16 Count 
participants. So far so good. Now the butterflies — pretty darn 
average to poor. We recorded 45 species which is just a couple 
below the long term average of 47 species. The year 2016 has been 
noted as a poor year for butterflies. Several people commented 
on this during the early butterfly season. I’m not really sure 

why that was the case. Perhaps the extreme dryness this year is 
partially to blame. This certainly affected the number of flowers 
for adults to nectar at, especially in alvar areas that were really 
parched. However, I suspect that something else is to blame. 
Perhaps parasites of butterfly caterpillars such as various fly and 
wasp species were to blame although this is impossible to know. 
Something seemed to be going on. At any rate, by the time of the 
Count, conditions had not changed too much. Most groups on the 

Count were not happy with their results. These are some sample 
comments I received from participants: “totally unspectacular”; 
pretty slow”; “the number of species were down a bit and some 

things were scarce”; “small numbers of 
individuals”; and “almost no butterflies 
on the milkweed”. Well, I guess you get 
the picture. There were several species 
missed that were perhaps not on the 
wing yet. Species such as Broad-winged 
Skipper, Dion Skipper and Black Dash 
were missed but these species peak 
about the 10th of July or later. Similarly 
the immigrant Orange Sulphur was 
not observed but it was likely common 
a week after the Count. We missed Monarch this year which I 
find troubling. Although this species peaks in the Hamilton area 
later in the season and it is a species subject to great fluctuations, 
there is justifiable alarm about the future of this species. I don’t 
know if there has ever been a time when numbers of this species 
were so low for so long without any great bounce-back. There 
are a lot of problems affecting this species, most notably the 
threats to the habitat and climate change weather issues at the 
Mexican wintering sites. While I think it is a great thing to plant 
milkweeds for Monarchs, there is no shortage of milkweed for 
this species once it reaches the Hamilton area.

So was there anything positive about the Hamilton Butterfly 
Count in 2016? Of course! It is always good to get naturalists 
into the field whatever the reason. However butterfly-wise, not 
so much. I guess I could say that it is notable that we had four 
species of hairstreak on the Count and it is always nice when 
Baltimores are recorded, this year by three groups. And from 
my own perspective I continue to be amazed by the number 
of Peck’s Skippers in that weedy field along Cooper Road. This 
year I recorded about 90 which I find remarkable. This is also 
the field that for the last few years has had huge numbers (20+) 
of Meadow Fritillaries. This year, none. Hard to figure that. 
Of course they are insects and can fluctuate dramatically, but 
Meadow Fritillary is a species in real trouble in Hamilton, I think. 

Mulberry Wing, 3 July 2016 - Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve - 
photo Ian Smith.

Delaware Skipper, 3 July 2016, Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve - photo 
Kevin McLaughlin.

Bill Lamond, 24 September 
2016, Beverly Swamp C.A. - 

photo Joanne Redwood.

Acadian Hairstreak, 3 July 2016, Middletown Marsh - photo Barb Charlton.



The Wood Duck - November, 2016Page 58

It was never a common species in Hamilton but it seems to be 
much less common now than it ever was.

Before I wrap this up I should give details of the weather. As I had 
mentioned above, the weather was excellent. The daytime high 
reached about 28oC and the wind was very light, about 4-8 km/
hr from the SW. Plenty of sunshine – great weather for insects. 

I would like to thank all of the participants on this Count. 
Without them none of this would be possible. 

2016 Results 
The Count area for the HBC is a 7.5 mile radius circle which is 
centred at the intersection of Kirkwall Road and 8th Concession 
at Kirkwall. This is the same circle that is used by the Hamilton 
Odonata (dragonflies & damselflies) Count. This circle has been 
divided into eight areas.           

Silver-spotted Skipper   1
Northern Cloudywing   1
Least Skipper   5
European Skipper 273
Peck’s Skipper 126
Crossline Skipper  10
Tawny-edged Skipper   8
Long Dash   9
Northern Broken-Dash   6
Little Glassywing   4
Delaware Skipper  15
Mulberry Wing   7
Hobomok Skipper   6
Dun Skipper  16
Black Swallowtail   5
Giant Swallowtail   2
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail  14
Mustard White   1

Cabbage White 210
Common (Clouded) Sulphur  88
Coral Hairstreak   6
Acadian Hairstreak  10
Banded Hairstreak  11
Striped Hairstreak   1
Eastern Tailed Blue  66
Summer Azure   1
Great Spangled Fritillary  47
Silver-bordered Fritillary   1
Orange/Northern Crescent 147
Pearl Crescent   5
Baltimore   9
Question Mark   1
Eastern Comma   6
Gray Comma   2
Mourning Cloak   1 
American Painted Lady   2
Red Admiral   7
Red-spotted Purple   4
Viceroy   2
Northern Pearly Eye  23 
(Northern) Eyed Brown 113
Appalachian (Eyed) Brown  50
Little Wood Satyr 110
Common (Inornate) Ringlet  22
Common Wood Nymph 196

Species: 45
Participants (16):  David Brewer, Jerry Chapple, Barb Charlton,  
Rob Dobos, Jessica Gale, Rhondda James, Tristan Knight, 
Gordo Laidlaw, Bill Lamond, Kevin McLaughlin, Matt Mills, 
George Naylor, Mary Pomfret, Norm Pomfret, Brenda Van 
Ryswyk, Ian Smith.
Parties:  8 
Party-Hours: 41

Mustard White, 3 July 2016, Middletown Marsh - photo Gordo Laidlaw.

Appalachian Eyed-Brown, 2 July 2016, Puslinch Tract – 
photo Brenda Van Ryswyk.
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<No intersecting link>

Nesting Caspian Tern — In Alaska!

Eyebrows would be raised if American Crocodiles, found on 
the southern tip of Florida, decided to relocate to New York’s 

Fifth Avenue or Moroccan Camels suddenly joined the tourist 
throng outside Buckingham Palace in London. Yet this is the 
scale of species shift that appears to be under way in Alaska.

In July, researchers in Cape Krusenstern national monument on 
the north-west coast of Alaska were startled to discover a nest 
containing Caspian Terns on the gravelly beach of a lagoon. 
The birds were an incredible 1,000 miles further north than the 
species had been previously recorded.

“There was plenty of shock, it is a very unusual situation,” said 
Dr Martin Robards, Arctic program director at the Wildlife 
Conservation Society, which found the nest. “We checked with 
Caspian Tern experts and they were all very surprised they were 
this far north. We get Arctic Terns here but these terns are much 
bigger, they really stand out.”

The terns, usually found in Washington state, successfully bred 
and chicks have now flown the nest. While it remains to be 
seen whether Caspian Terns will become ensconced long-term 
within the Arctic circle, the epic relocation is emblematic of 
how warming temperatures are causing a huge upheaval in the 
basic rhythms of Alaska’s environment. Next week, scientists 
will gather at the White House’s first ever Arctic science meeting 
to deliver the confronting “I’ve been up here 25 years and the 
amount of change that has occurred in Alaska is shocking,” said 
Robards. “We’ve been focusing on things such as the temperature 
and sea ice here but now we are thinking ‘oh my God what is 
going on with the wildlife?’”

Alaska is warming at twice the rate of the rest of the US, with the 
winter temperature 3.3oC warmer than it was 60 years ago. Snow 
and ice has retreated, spring is coming earlier. The landscape is 
changing and so are its residents.

“To be 1,000 miles further north attests to how much the globe 
has warmed,” said Terry Root, a biologist and senior fellow at 
Stanford University. “Birds follow their physiology, nothing else. 
If they think they should move, they move. Alaska has warmed 
so much that it is causing havoc to a lot of nature.”

While most species aren’t able to move as far as terns, scientists 
are noticing shifts across Alaska. Moose and beavers have moved 
north of the Brooks Range and onto the Arctic plain, which 
increasingly offers suitable vegetation as the region warms up 
and greens.

Red Foxes have moved in and have started to outcompete Arctic 
Foxes. A similar thing may happen if the beefy Caspian Terns 
start to push out their smaller cousins. The relationship between 
Grizzly Bears and Polar Bears may be a little more amicable – as 
their range starts to overlap there have been reports of hybrid 
“pizzly” bears in the Arctic.

But the situation for Polar Bears is otherwise grim – they are 
losing life-sustaining sea ice critical for hunting and breeding 
across the Arctic. They are being forced onto land, where they 

risk starvation. This desperate scenario is shared with walruses, 
which have already suffered a 50% drop since the 1980s. In recent 
years tens of thousands of the tusked beasts have had to crowd 
ashore, with many perishing in stampedes.

The melting on land is just as stark. Over the past decade, 
Alaska has lost 850 gigatonnes of water from its shrinking 
glaciers, enough to raise the global sea level by 2.9mm. We are 
living through the fastest Arctic glacier decline in at least 6,000 
years, according to Dr Martin Sharp, professor of Earth and 
atmospheric science at the University of Alberta.

“If the warming trends 
continue then we expect 
to see continuous 
retreat,” Sharp said. “We 
are seeing the complete 
loss of glaciers, areas 
that had ice caps in 
the 1950s don’t have 
them now. That trend 
will probably increase.” 
Alaska is being locked 
into an unhappy cycle of events. As the declining glaciers lose 
albedo, or reflectivity from sunlight, they absorb more heat and 
therefore melt further.

The vegetation poking through thawing permafrost aids the 
spread of wildfire which in turn releases more carbon dioxide 
– flames have recently licked areas of Alaskan forest previously 
unburned for thousands of years. The amount of area burned 
each year in the state is expected to double by 2050 even if the 
world acts swiftly on climate change.

Summer Arctic sea ice is forecast to winnow away completely by 
the 2030s, which will be a boon for tourism operators looking 
to traverse the opening north-west sea passage. But this decline 
threatens more traditional pursuits. Indigenous communities are 
finding the thinning ice too treacherous for fishing, while the 
1,000-mile Iditarod dog sled race faces an uncertain future. After 
record winter warmth, Alaska baked as the season turned to spring 
– the temperature from January to April was an incredible 6.2oC 
warmer than the long-term average taken from the 20th century.

Still, Alaska and neighboring Canada may well prove a haven 
for overheated animal species in the future. The state will still be 
cooler than the lower 48 states and has plenty of wilderness.“The 
Caspian Tern is a success story in many ways,” said Root. 
“Unfortunately, many animals won’t be able to move. There’s only 
so far a salamander can crawl or a Gopher Tortoise can walk. We 
stand at the beginning of a mass extinction event.

“One of the most important wildlife corridors runs between 
Mexico and the US, so Donald Trump’s stupid wall could be a 
huge problem for nature. At least we won’t have a border like that 
with Canada, I guess.”

Reprinted from The Guardian on 23 September 2016.

Caspian Tern at Hamilton, April - photo 
Brandon Holden.
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One Saturday of the Month, September to May, 10 a.m. to noon, Jr. Naturalists’ Club at RBG Nature Centre.  For 7 to 13 year olds. 
Since the club formed in 1986, it has given children learning experiences that generate life-long respect and appreciation for nature. 
Pre-registration required. Fee: $100/child.

2 November (Wednesday) 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Protecting our Native Bees and other Pollinators: What Can We do to Help? 
All pollinators are in trouble, not just honeybees. A Pollinators Paradise project. See page 71 for details. At the Spectator Building, 
44 Frid St., Hamilton.

5 November (Saturday) 1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. HNC - Looking for Late Wildflowers. Join Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothe 
for a late season wildflower hike at Princess Point parking lot. The warm waters of the Hamilton Harbour and the extra light from 
the street lights keep the flowers blooming longer than one might expect. All are welcomed. For more information, contact Dean 
Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothe: dgugler@gmail.c om. Meet at Princess Point parking lot, pay to park.

5 November (Saturday) 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. HNC - Fall Hike at Riverwood Conservancy. Rain or shine! Join wildlife biologist 
and outdoor educator Alison Forde on a hike through 150 acres of urban forest in the Credit River Valley. Enjoy the fall sights, 
seek wildlife as they prepare for winter, and learn about the history behind Mississauga’s largest park. Terrain includes moderate 
gravel slopes; sturdy hiking boots or shoes are strongly recommended. The walk will begin from the main parking lot by the tall 
Riverwood sign. Hosted jointly with South Peel Naturalists’ Club. Riverwood Conservancy, 4300 Riverwood Park Ln, Mississauga.

5 November (Saturday) 8:00 p.m. Hamilton Association - Hamilton’s Architectural Jewels. Hamilton and its surrounding area 
have some of the oldest and most culturally rich built heritage in the country. Some buildings have had the advantage of thoughtful 
and intelligent stewardship. Others are being protected by individuals and groups who make it their business to defend places 
that others see no value in. This richly illustrated talk takes a look at area architecture, paying attention both to obvious historical 
jewels and some more hidden gems. Shannon Kyles is the speaker. She teaches architectural history and architectural technology at 
Mohawk College. Free talk and public is welcome. The Hamilton Room, Central Library, 55 York Blvd. Enter via the York Blvd. doors.

 6 November (Sunday) 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie 
Valley, meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

6 November (Sunday) HNC - Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count. This will be the 43rd  fall bird count, renamed in Alan Wormington’s 
memory. Most birders have their own territories which they have done for years but new participants are always welcome. Bill 
Lamond is the compiler of the fall bird count. Call him or email to confirm you are participating this year. bill-lamond@hotmail.
com or 519-756-9546.

13 November (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). 
Princess Point, meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

14 November (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC Monthly Meeting - Protecting Nature in Urban Areas. The HNC is working to protect 
nature in Hamilton through its Pollinator Paradise and Trees Please programs. The Pollinator Paradise program is working to 
create a Pollinator Corridor across the city on public and private lands. Speaker Jen Baker has been a volunteer with the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club for over 15 years and has served as the only staff person since 2008. see page 56 for details. At the RBG HQ.

19 November (Saturday) 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. HNC -  Lakeshore Birding: Van Wagner’s to 50 Point. Lead by Kevin McLaughlin, 
who has been leading fall birding outings for the HNC for more than 35 years, and recently has been focusing more on waterbirds. 
There will be stops at various points along the lake during this popular annual excursion. In the event of bad weather, we will be 
taking shelter at Hutch’s or at the Lakeland Centre Tower. This is a morning excursion that may stretch into the afternoon if conditions 
are good. Meet at  the north side of Hutch’s parking lot (Van Wagners Rd) Contact Kevin at kevinmclaughlin 05@gmail.com.

19 November (Saturday) 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. RBG - Coyote Yowl at RBG Nature Centre. Learn about lifestyle and ecology before heading 
out in search of a local pack on the property. Pre-registration required. Fee:  Adults, $12, Child (4-12) $8, Child (3 and under) free. 

20 November (Sunday) 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North 
Shore, meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum, Old Guelph Rd. If weather inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

21 November (Monday) 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group meeting. Jody Allair will talking about Hawaiian birds. See 
page 56 for details. Burlington Seniors’ Centre, 2285 New Street, Burlington.

27 November (Sunday) 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South 
Shore, meet at Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Dr, Hamilton. If weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

27 November (Sunday) 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Bruce Duncan Memorial Lecture Series. Water, Land, Wings and a Cliff: A Composite View 
of Birds Along the Niagara Escarpment. Speaker Bruce Mackenzie of the HNC. Hamilton Waterfront Trust Building, 57 Discovery Dr, 
Hamilton.  Fee: $5.
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One Saturday of the Month, September to May, 10 a.m. to noon, Jr. Naturalists’ Club at RBG Nature Centre.  For 7 to 13 year olds. 
Since the club formed in 1986, it has given children learning experiences that generate life-long respect and appreciation for nature. 
Pre-registration required. Fee: $100/child.

4 December (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie 
Valley, meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

5 December (Monday) 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group meeting. David Brewer will be showing pictures of mystery 
birds. Should be an interesting learning experience for all. Burlington Seniors’ Centre, 2285 New Street, Burlington.

9 December (Friday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Evening Eastern Screech-Owl Outing. Join birder and HNC member Sheldon 
McGregor as we visit several popular Eastern Screech-Owl haunts in the Hamilton area. Dress warmly, bring binoculars if you 
have them as we sometimes get glimpses, a flashlight (optional), and perhaps something hot to drink at the end of the outing. 
Meet at the Martin Road upper parking lot (just beside baseball diamonds – do NOT go down the big hill).  This is at the rear (to 
the west side) of the Morgan Firestone Arena - 385 Jerseyville Road West, Ancaster. Contact Sheldon McGregor 905-304-8282 
or sheldonbirder@h otmail.

11 December ( Sunday) 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess 
Point, meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

12 December (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC Monthly Meeting - Heart of Turtle Island, the Great Escarpment. Speaker Mark Zelinski’s 
lifelong appreciation of the Niagara Escarpment has inspired him to create a new book of photography “Heart Of Turtle Island: 
The Great Escarpment” for release in 2017. The book brings focus to the environmental treasures of the magnificent Niagara 
Escarpment, to celebrate its conservation and management, and to promote the diverse native and settler communities that thrive 
along its rugged, curving path. Six Nations and Mississaugas of the New Credit are among the subjects included. Recognized as 
one of the world’s unique natural wonders, the Niagara Escarpment’s ecosystems support hundreds of at-risk species that coexist 
alongside the most densely populated and heavily developed region in Canada. Stunning photos will provide an intimate glimpse 
of environmentally sensitive areas, wildlife species and rare flora, and showcase the spectrum of parks, trails, conservation lands, 
and the communities and productive farmlands protected by the Greenbelt. Mark Zelinski trained as an artist and a designer at 
The Ontario College of Art and Design, Mark Zelinski possesses an uncommon ability to compose and communicate through the 
photographic medium. He has enjoyed a diverse career as a professional photographer since 1977, and is also a publisher, writer, 
painter, filmmaker and winner of the Canadian Governor General’s Medal. At the RBG HQ, Plains Road W., Burlington.

18 December (Sunday) 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes 
North Shore, meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update 
Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404. 

21 December (Wednesday) 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. RBG - Family Solstice Celebration at RBG Nature Centre. A guided hike, a bonfire, 
and stories to welcome back the sun. The first day of Winter, and shortest day of the year, is worth celebrating! A Family Fun 
event. Pre-registration required. Fee:  Adults, $12, Child (4-12) $8, Child (3 and under) free. 

26 December (Monday) Boxing Day. HNC - Annual Hamilton Christmas Bird Count. The 96th Count! Selected sites in the 
Hamilton Study Area. Please contact Rob Porter to register rob@inpictures.ca.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES  All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge and time. The 
HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating in any of these activities. Please 
assess your own ability to participate. Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. You are advised to check the HNC website (www.
hamiltonnature.org) before setting out, to ensure that the hike has not been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are discouraged as 
they startle wildlife, damage nests, and interfere with the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing your pet and for 
other questions. We also publicize Royal Botanical Gardens hikes and events. Most RBG programs require pre-registration one week 
prior. There is a charge for these activities except for the Sunday Get Back To Nature Walks. For information on RBG hikes: Liz Taylor 
Rabishaw, Public Program Bookings, RBG, 905-527-1158 (1-800-694-4769) ext. 270. programs@rbg.ca  www.rbg.ca



The Wood Duck - November, 2016Page 62

O n t a r i o  F i e l d  O r n i t h o l o g i s t s  F i e l d  T r i p

Birding Both Sides of the Hamilton Beachstrip
by Rob Porter

On September 24th at 8:00 a.m., a group of about 32 birders 
met at Hutch’s Restaurant along the Hamilton Beachstrip for 

an Ontario Field Ornithologists (OFO) outing. Participants were 
treated to quite a showing of fall migration – in the morning at 
Van Wagners Beach & Ponds and Windermere Basin, and then 
back to Van Wagners Beach in the afternoon.

Our first patch at Van Wagner’s Ponds was so filled with migration 
activity that we advanced at a snail’s pace, taking a full 2.5 hours 
to cover this area due to an abundance of migrant passerines. 
Highlights were White-throated Sparrows by the dozen, White-
crowned Sparrows, Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets, Red-breasted Nuthatches, a pair of Blue-headed Vireos, 
a number of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, a couple of Orange-
crowned Warblers, a Philadelphia Vireo, two Brown Thrashers, 
Eastern Phoebes, Winter Wrens, Yellow-rumped Warblers, 
Common Yellowthroats, a Black-throated Green Warbler, 
Blackpoll Warblers, Magnolia Warblers, Dark-eyed Juncos, 
Blackburnian Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Red-
eyed Vireos – and those were just the highlights.

We then headed over to Windermere Basin, which did not 

disappoint. There were several sandpiper 
species including Hudsonian Godwit, 
Dunlin, Baird’s Sandpiper, Least 
Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Greater 
Yellowlegs, and Black-bellied Plover. 
Also observed here were Northern 
Shoveler, Ruddy Duck, Green-winged 
Teal, Lesser Scaup, Caspian Tern, Osprey, 
American Kestrel, and a couple of resting Turkey Vultures.

After lunch, some stayed around to see if jaegers would appear at 
Van Wagners Beach. The number of jaegers observers got to see 
depended on how long they stayed. A few got to see a Parasitic 
Jaegar at a distance and some also got to see two more unidentified 
jaegers also at a distance. Of note were a couple Sanderlings, as 
well as migrant warblers and kinglets passing by  – something not 
often seen at Van Wagners Beach.

Thanks to all that attended and thanks to Caleb Scholtens for 
taking down our records for eBird and to all those who helped 
others out with shorebird and fall warbler IDs.

Rob Porter, January 2015 
- photo Lyle Jeakins.

Silken Threads in the Sky
by George Naylor
NOTE: This observation was originally posted as “Not Much about Birds”,  on hamiltonbirds@googlegroups.com , via the 
“Open Forum” day, October 1/16 

I wanted to share this experience with everyone; last Saturday (September  26) was a nice sunny day with north winds, so at 
about 1:00 p.m. I was sitting on the patio in Caledonia, enjoying the day. I was watching a bit of a hawk flight, and testing 

my new eyes (post cataract surgery). Looking at the sky, I noticed  silken filaments glinting in the sunlight, floating south.  
There were hundreds of them within the next half hour or so, and I assumed they were spiders, migrating/dispersing.  

Then I noticed the trees around the yard were festooned with these gossamer threads, the pines looking like garlanded 
Christmas trees! Eventually, one silken strand was snagged by the patio umbrella, a tiny, pale-brown spider at the end. 

I’ve seen this arachnid “hang-gliding” before, but never in this quantity, and didn’t know if this was a local phenomenon, or 
a more widespread event. Quite magical!  Has anyone else noticed this? 

I received this rely via the Open Forum; 

“Yes, we saw the same thing last weekend as well. Sitting on the patio, the sun was shining, and a couple of long whisks glistening 
across the sky. The sun had to be hitting them just right, or you would lose them. We deduced that it was spiders on the move as 
well.  We are in Grimsby” – Debbie 

This behaviour is called ballooning, sometimes called kiting, and is a means by which spiders, and other small 
invertebrates can move through the air by releasing one or more gossamer threads to catch the wind. This procedure is 
used mostly by spiderlings to disperse. The spider climbs to a high point, stands on its “toes” and points it’s abdomen 
to the sky and releases fine silk threads from its spinnerettes until liftoff occurs. Journeys vary from a few metres to 
hundreds of kilometres. Atmospheric data balloons have collected migrants at 5 kms above the earth, and ships in mid-
ocean have reported spider landings. Mortality is understandably high. – from Wikipedia 
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Late Butterflies and Odonates Hike - 24 September 2016
by Jennifer Lobo

Bill Lamond, assisted by Chris Cheatle and Kevin 
McLaughlin, led 11 members to the Beverly Swamp and 

Valens Conservation Areas to look for late season butterflies 
and dragonflies. We were rewarded as Bill identified several 
butterflies and dragonflies, a couple of Virginia Tiger Moth 
caterpillars, a tree cricket (possibly Narrow-winged), a Carolina 
Locust and other grasshoppers. He also identified birds by their 
calls and showed us an Eastern Garter Snake and Leopard Frogs.

Like a typical Fall September day, it started out cool but warmed 
up quickly, and remained sunny, an important factor that brings 
out butterflies and dragonflies. Bill and Chris expertly used their 
butterfly nets, and others used binoculars and close-up photos, 
so we were able to closely examine the various markings to 
‘simplify’ our identification of the dragonflies and damselflies.

The Beverly Swamp Conservation Area had a Crown Vetch and 
Black Knapweed groundcover on the pipeline corridor that 
attracted Wild Indigo Duskywings, but we also saw a variety of 
things including Eastern Tailed-Blue, Autumn Meadowhawk, 
Ruby Meadowhawk, Clouded Sulphur, Orange Sulphur, Common 
Ringlet and the butterfly highlight, a Leonard’s Skipper.
After lunch at Valens’ picnic tables, we spent a couple of hours 
on the boardwalk at Valens where we saw several Autumn 

Meadowhawks in tandem, many Band-winged Meadowhawks, 
a late Blue Dasher, a Northern Spreadwing, as well as several 
Shadow and Canada Darners, and a close-up spectacle of a 
Shadow Darner in the process of devouring a meadowhawk.

We ended our outing with a lively knowledge-sharing session 
as we used a magnifying glass and macro lens to compare a live 
Green-striped Darner to the field guide! Bill related that this is a 
very uncommon dragonfly in Ontario and it was a new species for 
most of the participants who eagerly queued up for photos.

Author Jennifer Lobo on the butterfly and odonata 
outing, 24 September 2016 - photo Joanne Redwood.

Photo of the group at Beverly Swamp C.A., 24 September 2016 - 
photo Chris Cheatle.

Leonardus Skipper (female) at Beverly Swamp C.A., 24 
September 2016 - photo Joanne Redwood.

Band-winged Meadowhawk at Valens C.A. boardwalk, 24 
September 2016 - photo Diane Green.

Possible Narrow-winged Tree Cricket at Beverly Swamp C.A., 
24 September 2016 - photo Bonnie Kinder.
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More Photos 
from the 
“Late 

Butterflies 
and Odonates 
Hike” – 24 
September 

2016

Top row from left: Eastern Garter Snake, Beverly Swamp C.A. - photo Joanne Redwood; Carolina Locust, Beverly Swamp C.A. - photo 
Kevin McLaughlin. 2nd row: Canada Darner, Valens C.A. - photo Bonnie Kinder. 3rd row from left: Autumn Meadowhawks in tandem, 

Valens C.A. - photo Diane Green; Eastern Tailed-Blue, Beverly Swamp C.A. - photo Joanne Redwood; hike participants on the Valens C.A.  
boardwalk -photo Joanne Redwood. Bottom row from left: Blue Dasher at Valens C.A. - photo Bonnie Kinder; Wild Indigo Duskywing, 

Beverly Swamp C.A. - photo Bonnie Kinder.
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Biggar Lagoons Become Grimsby Wetlands
by Bruce Mackenzie

Since the 1960s, birds seen at the Biggar Sewage Lagoons have 
been noted in the HNC’s Noteworthy Bird Records. Now, 

thanks to the work of many, and some good coincidences, the 
possibility to observe noteworthy birds will not only continue 
but improve. Today the area is open to the public and bird 
watchers throughout the year. 

As of 2000 the Region of 
Niagara no longer needed the 
Biggar Sewage Lagoons in the 
west end of Grimsby for sewage 
treatment. The sewage in the 
area had been redirected to the 
modern sewage treatment plant 
on Baker Road in the east end 
of Town. In 2001 the Region 
started the decommissioning 
process for the Biggar Lagoons. 
The lagoons were named 

Biggar after the family farm on 
the property. The homestead was in the grove of White Pines still 
found on the property.

In 2002 members of the HNC started to get involved. The 
Region’s plan was to drain and fill in the lagoons to return them 
to flat, dry land. A committee composed of Jim Stollard, Bob 
Curry, Barry Cherriere and the author put a report together and 
submitted it to the Region asking for the lagoons to be left as 
constructed wetlands for habitat for birds, other wildlife and 
flora. This started a six year discussion.  

The discussion took place between the HNC, the Region of Niagara, 

Public Works Department, the 
London Office of the Department 
of National Defence (DND) 
the Ontario MOE, the Town 
of Grimsby and the Niagara 
Peninsula Conservation Authority  
(NPCA).  The discussions at times 
were difficult.

The Region already had a game 
plan in place and contracts had been let. The London office 
of the DND wanted no part in it. Fortunately, with the help 
of many people, we were able to keep the discussions going 
and today we have 19 acres of wetlands, 6 separate ones, 
surrounded by 6 acres of upland habitat. On the north side 
is a 9 acre lagoon on DND property that is totally fenced off. 
Adjacent to this on the south side is a 6 acre lagoon and south 
of that are two lagoons about 1 acre in size. There are two 
smaller seasonal wetlands that are almost nonexistent today 
because of Phragmites grass becoming so prevalent.

In 2015 the Town of Grimsby began construction of its new 
Waterfront Trail. Phase 3 of the trail is a spur going into the 
center of the lagoon property. At the terminus of this section 
of the trail a wildlife viewing tower/blind has been constructed. 
It is handicap accessible and designed with viewing ports with 
consideration for all heights. Around the tower are sections 
of wooden screening with viewing holes to allow for other 
observation places with the least disturbance to the birds. The 
town has built the trail with a grant from the Region of Niagara. 
The land is owned by the Region of Niagara.

<No intersecting link>

<No intersecting link>

Semipalmated Sandpiper, juvenile, 
20 August 2016, Grimsby Wetland - 

photo Kevin McLaughlin.

Aerial view of Grimsby Wetlands - photo from Drone’s Eye View Photography.

Bruce Mackenzie, 10 Jan 2012, 
from Hamilton Community News.
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Up until 2001 the habitat around the lagoons for most waterbirds 
was restricted to a narrow band around the shorelines of the 
lagoons. Today the water levels of the lagoons vary according to 
the amount of precipitation and the amount of local evaporation. 
Fortunately in our area the amount of rainfall is greater, on 
average,  than the annual evaporation rate. This fall the six acre 
lagoon in the center of the property was very shallow because 
of the dry summer. This turned out to leave perfect water levels 
with plenty of exposed mudflats for migrating shorebirds. This 
type of habitat was never available when the sewage lagoons 
were in operation for water was always being pumped into the 
lagoons, keeping the levels high.

The property is well noted in Birds of Hamilton and Surrounding 
Areas by Robert Curry and in the book Birds of Niagara by John 
Black and Kayo Roy. The property provides habitats that are 
rare in the area. As a result rare birds are frequently found here 
especially during migration. The area is also a breeding area for 
a number of regionally rare species and common species as well. 
The new tower is located to provide a good general view of the 
area and it gives a perfect view of the wetland immediately to the 
west. The birds in this pond won’t have many secrets.

A committee of HNC members is being formed to build on the 
original proposal from 2003 for wildlife habitat enhancement 
projects for this property. Staff at Niagara Region have indicated 

that they will welcome proposals for such projects. It is anticipated 
that once approval is received from the Region funding will be 
applied for from various Foundations and government agencies. 
Members interested in participating should contact the author.

The author would like to thank all of the agencies involved in this 
property for their patience and consideration in recognizing the 
true potential of this area as a wetland for wildlife and as a valuable 
piece of natural landscape in the community for all to enjoy and 
learn from. I would also like to thank the following for their 
dedication to the merits of the project. The Hon. Tony Valerie, 
former MP and his staff, Mr. Wayne Fertich, former Alderman for 
the Town of Grimsby, Mayor Bob Bentley of Grimsby, Mr. Rich 
Vickers of the MOE, Mr. Corwin Cambray, former Commissioner 
of Planning and Development for the Region of Niagara, Mr. 
Darcy Baker, former Director of Lands at the NPCA and various 
staff of the DND from across the country who assisted me in 
discovering the environmental policies of the DND.

Mr. Corwin Cambray in a letter dated May 23, 2003 to Mr. Ian 
Neville, Region of Niagara Commissioner of Public Works, 
stated, “The creation of a wildlife refuge at Biggar Lagoon would 
be in line with Regional Council’s interest in keeping the natural 
environment green and healthy in Niagara” and concluded with 
“Priority should be given to protecting and developing this area 
as a valuable natural heritage resource.” Without this letter the 
lands would likely be high and dry today.

Lesser Yellowlegs, juveniles, at Grimsby Wetlands, 20 August 2016 - 
photo Kevin McLaughlin.

View of some of the ponds at Grimsby Wetland including the viewing 
tower - photo by Drone’s Eye View Photography.

Upper photo, juvenile Wilson’s Phalarope (r) and juvenile Lesser 
Yellowlegs (l). Lower photo, juvenile Short-billed Dowitcher, both 21 

August 2016 - photos Kevin McLaughlin.
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R e p o r t  o n  t h e  M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  o f  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 6

Biomimicry: Imitating Nature
by Bill Lamond

The September 12th 2016 Monthly Meeting was called to 
order by President Maggie Sims a little after 7:30 p.m. She 

started off the meeting with couple of quotes. First Groucho 
Marx’s favourite poem, the one that starts ‘Thirty days hath 
September…’, because it actually tells you something you 
can understand”. Another quote by Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
American Supreme Court Justice: “The foliage has been losing 
its freshness through the month of August, and here and there a 
yellow leaf shows itself like the first grey hair amidst the locks of 
a beauty who has seen one season too many.” Lastly a quote from 
John Robert Colombo, Canadian author and poet: “It was so 
dry in Saskatchewan during the Depression that the trees were 
chasing the dogs.”

Then on to business. A plea for members to renew their 
memberships promptly through various means and an appeal 
to everyone to consider becoming a Board member as there 
are a couple of Director vacancies – Publicity and Volunteer – 
that need to be filled. Maggie then gave an update on the Tom 
Crooks/Jim Heslop Memorial Bench. The money has been raised 
and the bench has been placed in the Cartwright Sanctuary with 
the plaque soon to be attached.

BSG Director Bruce Mackenzie then took the mic and appealed 
to the audience to sign the postcards he had brought to encourage 
the Ontario government to strengthen the Greenbelt and not 
allow any exemptions. Citizens’ have until October 31 to make 
their feelings known to the Ontario government. 

Maggie then appealed to HNC members to get involved with 
the Club’s 100th anniversary celebration. There has been little 
support from members so far and she stressed that members 
have to get involved soon if things are to get done. Although, 
the anniversary is still over two years away, these things must be 
planned well in advance. 

Maggie then introduced the evening’s speaker Richard Aaron 
who was speaking of Biomimicry. Richard Aaron is a naturalist, 
writer and educator. He got his start 30 years ago, when he 
hauled a wildflower field guide around with him on a 4,000 mile 
bicycle trip he did with a friend. Today he is interested in many 
aspects of natural history, with a particular emphasis on plants, 
fungi, slime moulds, dragonflies & damselflies, and biomimicry. 
He enjoys sharing his knowledge with others, and over the 
years has given walks, talks and workshops for more than 75 
different organizations. He has worked as a park naturalist at 
Algonquin Provincial Park and is particularly proud of the 
multi-day mushroom workshops he teaches each fall at Queen’s 
University Biological Station. Richard began by saying what 
Biomimicry wasn’t. It was not, as most people would conclude, 
mimicry. Mimicry being the situation, for example, when a Bee 
Fly mimics that yellow and black pattern of a wasp as a “warning 
colouration” that tells a potential predator to be aware. He then 

stated what it is. It is in 
fact humans replicating 
nature for commercial 
applications. In essence 
it is looking to nature for 
ideas, and emulating them 
as Nature has already 
solved some problems 
that humans are grappling with; why reinvent the wheel? Or 
more simply put “Biomimicry is innovation inspired by nature 
– taking advantage of evolution’s 3.8 billion years of “R&D” 
since the first bacteria. Biomimicry study nature’s best ideas: 
photosynthesis, brain power, and shells – and adapt them for 
human use. They are revolutionizing how we invent, compute, 
heal ourselves, harness energy, repair the environment, and 
feed the world.” This latter quote is from the book Biomimicry: 
Innovation Inspired by Nature (2009) written by Jannine Benyus.

The word Biomimicry is 
of two parts, “bios” latin 
for life and “mimesis” latin 
for imitation. There are 
examples of biomimicry 
by early peoples and why 
not? Perhaps the Chinese 
of centuries ago saw that 
the nests constructed by 
Paper Wasps had utility as 
something to be marked on 
for record keeping? How did 
the wasps make this “paper” 
and can we do it? No doubt 
the use of camouflage 
outfitting for early men 
when hunting was copied 
from animals that used the 
same technique. Fishing 

nets developed from looking at spider web design? Snowshoes 
developed from observing how Snowshoe Hares were able to run 
over deep snow? Barbed wire copied from Osage Orange and 
Hawthorn trees? And of course Icarus, Leonardo Da Vinci, and 
the Wright brothers looked to birds to study how flight might be 
possible.

Human technology and nature use different processes to arrive 
at the same solutions however nature processes are so much 
more benign. Human technological processes use a process 
known as “heat, beat or treat” whereas nature works at ambient 
temperatures and pressures to achieve the same end – much 
more environmentally friendly. Human technology products 
are often toxic and non-biodegradable whereas nature is usually 
non-toxic and bio-degradable.

Richard Aaron on the hunt for mushrooms, 
27 Sep 2013 - photo Marg Bream.
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There are two main components to biomimicry. The first one is 
to emulate a form or shape such as the development of Velcro 
from Common Burdock burrs. The other is to emulate a process 
in nature such as photovoltaic cells copying photosynthesis. 

Richard then proceeded to give examples of biomimicry, the first 
being the most well-known, the aforementioned Velcro clasps. 
The inventor was struck by how well the burrs stuck to his dog. He 
wanted to understand why so he dug out his microscope and saw 
the recurved nature of the shafts creating tiny barbs. He wondered 
if he could adapt this for commercial 
use and then patented a process for 
creating this in the 1950s and the 
rest is history, as Velcro fasteners 
are now ubiquitous. 

Another example is the leaf of the 
Sacred Lotus but this also applies 
to the leaf of the American Lotus. 
Some of you may have played with 
the leaves before, by throwing 
water on them and watched how 
the water beads instantly. People 
wondered how the leaves of 
lotus stayed so clean in their muddy water environment. At a 
microscopic level there are tiny little peaks on the leaf surface that 
are very close together. This works at the level of surface tension 

such that water drops attract to each other and do not form a film 
on the leaf itself. This beading of the water also carries off dirt 
particles and this acts like a self-cleaning process. This has now 
been commercially adapted in an outdoor paint trade-marked 
Lotusan TM that is advertised as a self-cleaning paint. Dirt will not 
adhere and is carried away with rainfall.

Richard then proceeded 
to give us a few more 
examples: e-readers that 
use so much less energy 
as they use reflected 
light instead of emitted 
light, inspired by the 
Blue Morpho butterfly 
that use reflected light 
instead of pigments for 
its vivid blue colour; 
Bullet trains in Japan 

that solved the problem 
of thunderclap sounds 
emitted from tunnels 
the trains traversed by 
imitating the shape of 
the Common Kingfisher 
bill and forehead and 
adapting this to the shape 
of the nose of the train; 
ship hulls that get coated 

in algae, other plants and barnacles that can decrease top speed 
by 40% – sharks do not have this problem as in their dentacles, 
peaks and valleys at the micron level resist such attachment and 
this has been applied to a coating surface trademarked Sharklet; 
plastic bottles that use less plastic as they can be made stronger 
by emulating the twisted fibres in Whitebark Pine trunks to give 
them strength.

Richard also discussed the ability 
of geckos to be able to climb 
on glass surfaces. How is this 
possible? In 2002, a researcher 
looks at the foot pads of these 
lizards with a scanning electron 
microscope and could see that 
geckos had exceptionally tiny 
hairs on the underside of the toes; 
in fact 500,000 hairs on each foot! 
This created a huge area of surface 
contact with wherever the gecko 
was climbing including glass. This “area of contact” brought 
into play Vander Waals attractant forces, which although weak, 
with the resultant huge surface area, allowed the gecko to almost 
walk upside down on an apparently smooth surface. Could this 
be copied by industrial processes? Indeed it has, and there is a 
product now called Umass Geckskin.

Lastly, Richard talked about “seeing canes” for blind people 
which uses the technique of bat sonar to warn blind people if they 
are approaching a wall and the like. These are now commercially 

Common Burdock burr showing 
hooks, from Keith Jones at 
seasonalwildflowers.com

Indian Lotus (Nelumbo nucifera) leaves showing water beading- from the web.

Computer graphic of lotus leaf surface 
showing water beading with debris 
accumulation - by William Thielicke.

Common Kingfisher - from the 
web.

Exceptional close-up off the bottom of gecko toes showing the multitude 
of hairs - from blogionik.org

Blue Morpho butterfly from pinterest.com.
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available with products called Ultracane TM , K-Sonar TM and also 
specialized glasses with sonar built in called iGlasses TM. 

Richard then summarized where this industry is currently at. 
It is thought that there is about a 12% overlap between biology 
and technology which sounds very large but it works out to a 
very small percentage of the actual economy. However, there is 
a potentially very bright future for biomimicry as patents are 
skyrocketing. It is predicted that by 2030 that biomimicry-type  
production could account for 20% of GDP especially as our 
society demands that we move away from the “heat, treat, and 
beat” system and move towards products that are non-toxic and 

easily biodegradable.

Maggie then thanked Richard for his enlightening and engaging 
talk. After the talk, Richard made himself available at a table 
at the back of the room where he exhibited examples of these 
products to HNC members. Of note was the example of the 
Lotusan TM treated tile that even extremely sticky honey would 
not cling to. Richard also had a few members of the audience try 
on the iGlasses. Members would then close their eyes and walked 
toward a nearby wall and the glasses would begin to emit beeps 
as you neared the wall, becoming a constant stream of beeps as 
you got very close – very neat! Thank you Richard.

B i r d  S t u d y  G r o u p  M e e t i n g  S u m m a r y  –  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 ,  2 0 1 6

Ontario Birding from 1895 to 1944 with Peter Thoem
by Michael Rowlands

After one of the warmest summers on record in the Hamilton 
Study Area, Bruce Mackenzie welcomed everyone to the 

Bird Study Group’s 30th season and its 240th meeting since its 
inception. We viewed a short presentation on the history of the 
Group, its leaders, its venues, and its claims to fame to kick off 
the meeting. We will celebrate with an anniversary cake at our 
December meeting.

Bruce then revealed that HNC birders had raised about $3800 in 
last May’s Great Canadian Birdathon, organized by Bird Studies 
Canada. Groups and individuals in the Club who contributed 
were (in alphabetical order): Glenn Barrett, Ezra Campanelli, 
Ursula Kolster, Vicky Mason-Espin, Sheldon McGregor, Rob 
Porter & Team Wood Duck, Elaine Serena, and Mike Street. When 
you identify that you or your group are affiliated with the HNC, 
25% of the donations come back to our Club to help support our 
birding activities. Thanks to everyone who contributed!

Next up, Bob Curry delivered an eloquent and touching 
photographic remembrance of his long-time friend and 
naturalist and lifetime HNC member, Alan Wormington, who 
died at age 63 on September 3rd after a 30-month battle with 
bone cancer. Bob met Alan in school in Hamilton at age 15 and 
knew he was what one would call a wunderkind. Bored with the 
education system, Alan dropped out after grade 10 but went on 
to become perhaps the most skilled birder and butterfly expert 
of his generation in Canada. Bob claims that Alan combined the 
sport and scholarship of birding as he had the biggest life list of 
Ontario bird species (445) and “knew more about the distribution 
of bird species than anyone.” One highlight of Alan’s birding 
life was meeting Roger Tory Peterson at the 1975 American 
Birding Association’s conference at Point Pelee. Another photo 
showed the youthful trio of Mark Jennings, Bob Curry, and Alan 
Wormington on the shores of James Bay in 1977. Alan returned 
to James Bay and Hudson’s Bay many times throughout his life 
and mentored many younger birders. Aside from the seven new 

Ontario bird species he found and 
documented, he also had first records 
of many butterflies in Ontario, for 
example Brazilian Skipper in 1991 at 
Point Pelee. He will be dearly missed 
by his many naturalist friends across 
Canada. (For further details about 
Alan’s extensive accomplishments, 
see Bill Lamond’s excellent Member 
Profile of Alan in the March 2014 
issue of the Wood Duck.)

Bruce Mackenzie then gave us a quick update on the memorial 
bench for Tom Crooks and Jim Heslop, two of our birders who 
passed away in recent years: it has been installed in the HNC’s 
Cartwright Nature Sanctuary and plaques in each man’s name 
are being produced. 

Bruce also showed us some photos of the latest developments 
on the Grimsby Waterfront Trail and at the Biggar Lagoons. 
The HNC’s Bruce Mackenzie, Bob Curry and Barry Cherriere 
were instrumental in getting this area repurposed from sewage 
lagoons to a birding area forever starting back in 2002. The trail 
itself is wide and easily walked and at the lagoons a beautiful 
two-storey bird blind has been constructed to accommodate 
birders of all heights! It was scheduled to open soon after our 
meeting, likely at the end of September.

Our guest speaker for the evening was the BSG’s own Peter 
Thoem, who has spoken to us several times in the past. He told us 
that early in his marriage, he and his wife had purchased a box of 
books at an estate sale and one of the books inside was a vintage 
pocket-guide entitled Bird Guide: Land Birds East of the Rockies, 
by Chester Albert Reed, probably printed in 1905. Annotations 
inside the well-worn book, which appeared to be a working field 
guide in which the owner noted species he had personally seen, 
had assumedly been made by the book’s owner (H. A. Grainger 

Peter Thoem, 18 June 2016 - 
photo Rita Bauer.
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at a Toronto address) or his successors. Some references were 
attributed to “W.E.S.” or W. E. Saunders, who started London, 
Ontario’s McIlwraith Ornithological Club and also founded the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists. Dates in the book extended 
over many decades so Peter’s talk was entitled “Ontario Birding 
from 1895 to 1944.”

In all, Peter showed us about 50 photos of pages from the book. 
It appeared that descriptions of species the owner had not 
personally seen were stroked out with a fountain pen; however, 
some had notes of where other people had sighted the bird. 
Many of these were amusing to us because species that were rare 
in the early 20th century were now common, and vice versa. For 

instance, in comments from 1943-44, the Cardinal was originally 
noted as “very rare,” but that was later amended to say “resident 
of SW Ontario for several years.” The Red-bellied Woodpecker 
was “a rare summer resident” and “not common near London” 
around 1907. Conversely, the Nighthawk was “rather common” 
and the Whip-poor-will was a “common resident in woods.” 
Yellow-breasted Chat was “a constant and not very rare resident 
of Pelee Point.” 

Only one record of Prothonotary Warbler was noted and that was 
by Thomas McIlwraith in Hamilton in 1888; the owner of the book 
had stroked that page out as he had never seen one. Interestingly, 
the Kirtland’s Warbler was noted as “Breeds in Michigan; very 
rare everywhere,” which is still true today! For many of the pages, 

knowledgeable audience members such as Dave Brewer and Bob 
Curry were able to decipher abbreviations and explain where the 
sightings of particular species had occurred. It felt like we were 
forensic birders, deciphering code left years ago!

We all had a chuckle on a page 
entitled “Test your i.d. skills.” 
It featured simple drawings of 
seabirds (Kittiwakes and Iceland 
Gulls), but they were not accurate 
to the field marks for these birds 
known to today’s birders! Other 
interesting pages featured an 
advertisement for “a Good Field 
Glass” (binoculars) for $5.00 
from Chas. K. Reed in Worcester, 
Massachusetts; a 1909 Year List 
giving species names and the date 
of first sightings; and a final list 
of many warblers (a fallout?) seen 
with W.E.S. on May 18, 1907 south of Pottersburg (now a suburb 
of east London, Ontario). Bruce thanked Peter for his most 
interesting talk. It was a real education to view one of the tools 
available to early birdwatchers in North America, who probably 
enjoyed this avocation just as much as today’s birders, but were 
among those whose thirst for knowledge of the birds around us 
laid the foundation for the improved birding guides and optical 
equipment we have today.  

Cover of 1905 bird guide by Chester Albert Reed.

Chester A. Reed

Chester Albert Reed  - from 
lostandfoundbooks.wordpress.com

Topography of a Bird from “Bird Guide: Land Birds East of the Rockies.
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All pollinators are in trouble, not just honeybees. And while honeybees 
get most of the credit, native bees and other pollinators are actually the 
workforce of the pollinating world, doing the bulk of the chores. They 
deserve more attention and need our help too.  
 
Join us for this FREE information session to learn about the what na-
tive pollinators do for us, the challenges they face, including the harm 
honeybees can cause to native pollen bees in urban areas (including 
spreading disease and competing for limited resources) and how we 
can help by building a habitat corridor of native plants. We will also 
learn about the challenges of urban beekeeping.  

presents 

Protecting Our Native Bees and 
Other Pollinators: What we can 
do to help  

The  POLLINATORS  Paradise PROJECT 

7:00pm  –  9:00pm  

Wednesday, November 2nd 
The Spectator Building 
(44 Frid Street)   

SPEAKERS 
 J. Scott MacIvor, Researcher, University of Toronto  
 Dr. Peter Kevan, Professor,  Environmental Biology 
 Michelle Ordyniec, Local Beekeeper 

A collaborative project between Environment Hamil-
ton and Hamilton Naturalists’ Club.  
Contact land@hamiltonnature.org or 905-549-0900 
www.hamiltonpollintatorparadise.org 
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Renew Your Membership !
Please remember that our membership year runs from September 1st through August 31st. It is 
important to renew as soon as possible for the 2016-2017 year to ensure you do not miss any                     

issues of the Wood Duck. If you have not renewed by the beginning of November, then unfortunately 
this issue will be your last. Renewals can be made electronically through PayPal via our website, 

www.hamiltonnature.org by mail, or in person at any of our monthly meetings.
 A critically important part of our mandate is to help preserve the natural environment and we do this 
by being a strong voice for nature at various government levels. In order for our Club to exert real 

pressure on such issues, it is very important to demonstrate that we represent a large and dedicated 
group of local citizens. To that end we need you! Your membership in our Club and your donations give 

us the clout and the resources to provide strong and valued representation.
Thank you for your continued support!  

Maggie Sims, HNC President   

The plaque on the memorial bench at the new HNC Anita Dutka-Buchin Nature Sanctuary. Read about this good news story on 
page 52 inside - photo Brian Wylie.


