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Remembering Jean Johnson 

Barry’s Birds 
Hawaii’s Disappearing Bird Life

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at South Shell Park, Oakville on the Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count, 6 November 2016. This was the 
8th record of this species  for the Count. Read about the results of this bird count on page 101 inside - photo Mark Jennings.

Happy New Year !
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This immature Northern Goshawk 
was photographed at Great Lakes Boulevard 
in Oakville on 8 December 2016 by Stewart 
Scott. This bird was being harassed by three 
American Crows at the time of the photo.

This photo shows several features which make 
this a straightforward ID of a species pair 
(Northern Goshawk - Cooper’s Hawk) that 
is often hard to discriminate. Size in photos 
can be illusory but this bird does appear to 
be huge - Red-tailed Hawk-sized. The tail is 
exceptionally broad at the base and relatively 
short compared to how a Cooper’s Hawk 
tail would appear. The undertail coverts are 
quite fluffy in appearance and one can see 
that a few of these coverts have dark flecks 
which may be diagnostic for goshawk. The 
tail is not evenly rounded as it often is in a 
Cooper’s Hawk and the tip here does not have 
a broad whitish border that is also a feature 
of  Cooper’s. The bands on the underside of 
the tail seem a bit offset which is a good field-
mark for goshawk. Also, the streaking on the 
underside is fairly dense and extends well 
into the lower belly, features different from 
a Cooper’s. Additionally one can note a bit 
of buff colouration on the upper breast and 
belly which is a goshawk character. All told 
this is a fairly easy identification, although it 
is not often one gets such a fine look at this 
spectacular northerner.
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Editor’s Notes........
The beginning of another year is upon on us. Another year is gone, and for many of us I’m sure it did not feel like 365 
days have passed since the last calendar change! Amazing how time just seems to fly by unless we are involved with 
some unpleasant task. A strange phenomena that. Logically, it should seem to take a long time to mark off 365 days 
of living, but apparently not. Nonetheless, I hope most of you have fond memories of 2016. Perhaps many of you did 
new things, things you always wanted to do? Perhaps some of you had a very successful year in nature, seeing new 
species or photographing species you had always hoped to “tick-off ”? I had a great year seeing many different drag-
onflies, albeit only one “new” species. I saw so many “quality” species that I have seen so infrequently before. A lot of 
it is luck but most of it is just getting out into the right habitat at the right time and often.

This current issue has the results of the fall bird count. I think I have done the right thing in arbitrarily renaming the 
Hamilton Fall Bird Count as the Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count. I hope most of you agree with this. It seemed like 
the proper response to honour Alan’s memory in his home town. Alan started this Count in 1974 and this was the 
43rd Count! That is a long time. A few readers of this journal were on that first Count including Kevin McLaughlin 
who is the only person to have participated in all 43 counts. Dr. Jim Pringle has been on 42 counts and only missed 
that one Count because of a mix-up that was largely my fault. I also want to mention Hazel Broker who was also on 
the fall bird count this year. Hazel has participated on more than 35 Counts, but more remarkable is that Hazel is 
95 years old! Of course Hazel is one of the HNC’s elders and one of our most respected and valuable members in 
the Club’s history. I thought I would include the following note from Joyce Litster (her companion on the fall count) 
about Hazel’s participation this year as I thought it was wonderful. “Hazel doesn’t climb up and down the hills any 
more, but she did walk and observe on more even ground, and while Pat and I were on the hills of the McCormack 
Trail, Hazel toured the nearby housing development looking for feeders and birds. She did the driving on the escarp-
ment area in Flamborough which left Pat and me free to do the spotting”. Hazel should be an inspiration to all of us 
about staying involved and living life to the fullest.

Our President Maggie Sims would like me to pass along our sincere thanks to the Bay Gardens Funeral Home in 
Burlington for letting us use their Community Room for our Board meetings. This is very kind of them and is greatly 
appreciated. 

The crew that placed and assembled the Tom Crooks/Jim Heslop Memorial Bench at the Cartwright Nature Sanctuary on 2 September 2016 - 
photo Gerten Basom. A tip of the hat to these volunteers who have done so much to further the cause of the HNC by helping to honour these 

past members who themselves did so much for our Club. The crew, back row: (L to R) Jen Baker, Bob Stamp, AL Earnest. Front Row: (L to R)
Andrew Avsec , Terry Basom, Peter Kelly. I apologize for the rather strange appearance of the photo. It was my clumsy attempt to bring Bob 

Stamp, Jen Baker and Alan Ernest out of the shadows - editor.
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Butterflies on a Fall Bird Count?
Butterflies are not rare on a fall bird count as Common and Orange 
Sulphurs have been seen on occasion in the past as has Mourning 
Cloak and even the Monarch. But eight species on a fall count? Well 
that’s just what happened 6 November 2016 on the Alan Wormington 
Fall Bird Count. Species recorded were Wild Indigo Duskywing, Cabbage 
White, Common Sulphur, Orange Sulphur, Bronze Copper, Eastern 
Comma, American Painted Lady and Common Buckeye. This diversity 
was certainly unprecedented on a fall count and equally unprecedented 
for this time of year in the Hamilton area. The Bronze Copper that was 
photographed at Bayfront Park by Andrew Keaveney was the most 
unlikely of this lot. It may be a record-late date for Ontario for this species. 
The Wild Indigo Duskywings, Common Buckeyes, and American Painted 
Lady observed are all likely record-late for Hamilton. But it was not just 
the diversity but the numbers. Both species of sulphur were observed in 
several territories. Eastern Commas were relatively common. I observed 
about 12 commas in my Brantford territory. With highs of 13oC on Count 
day, it was not surprising that butterflies would be active. However, most 
of these species should not have been alive at this date; killing frosts 
should have eliminated them well before the Count. However, in October 
of 2016 there were only 15 days with lows below 5oC and only three days 
with lows below zero, the lowest being -3oC. In November prior to the 
Count there was only one day with subzero lows, this being -1oC. Truly 
this was weather conducive to insect survival. Several species of butterfly 
can survive minor sub-zero temperatures for short durations and this is 
undoubtedly the explanation for the proliferation of butterflies this late in 
the season. With global warming, these recently set records will surely 
be broken in the years to come – perhaps much sooner than we expect. 

A “Pigeon Hawk” 
at Woodland 

Cemetery. This 
male Merlin was 
photographed by 
Kevin McLaughlin 

on the Alan 
Wormington Fall 

Bird Count, 6 
November 2016.

Alan Wormington (Hamilton) Fall Bird Count 2016
by Bill Lamond

Some readers might be wondering about this bird count as you 
may not have heard of a bird count with this name. Most of you 

have likely guessed that the Hamilton Fall Bird Count has been 
renamed in Alan Wormington’s memory. This renaming was a 
“no-brainer” as Alan started this Count in 1974 (at the age of 20!) 
and it is an appropriate way to honour this great man of birding 
within his hometown of Hamilton. With time, it will eventually 
just be known as the “Wormington Count” but formally it will 
henceforth be known as the Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count.

The 2016 Alan Wormington Fall Bird Count was certainly a 
very atypical Count. I think a quote from Kevin McLaughlin 
(the only birder who has participated on all 43 Counts!) about 
his territory is appropriate: “A great day to be out contrasting 
with an all-time low in species and numbers of individuals. An 
example was the amazingly low number of Cedar Waxwings. No 
good numbers of anything including waterfowl. Zero shorebirds. No 
hawk flight either”. I think many counters thought this way, and 
this is reflected in the lower than average totals of most migrant 
passerines, especially sparrows. The excellent weather situation of 
full sun, unseasonable warmth, and almost windless conditions 
should have allowed more birds to be seen and heard, producing 
high counts of several species. 
While this did happen for a 
few species (see below), by and 
large, this did not occur – birds 
were simply not around. Why 
not? Wouldn’t the mild weather 
throughout October and the first 
week in November have induced 
migrants to linger? Apparently 
not, as there were few lingering 
birds recorded. Only four species 
of warblers were recorded – and 
the most expected four at that. 
Only one vireo was observed – 
the most likely species. And only 
one phoebe and no swallows, 
despite the fact that there were 
still lots of insects on the wing for 
these insectivores. Perhaps the 
extended mild weather doesn’t 
hold birds. Maybe it just makes 
it easier for the birds to migrate 
out at their own slow pace.

Of course many counters noticed butterflies and reported them 
(see inset). It is incredible that eight species were observed at this 
date and more could have been seen with a bit more luck (i.e. 
Morning Cloak and Monarch). An early taste of  the future? Also 
of note; can any of you remember so many trees still in leaf on a 
fall count? I found this aspect amazing for 6 November. And it 
was not just alien trees – which seem to hold their leaves longer 
– but native trees as well. There were two moments on this Count 

for me when I was transfixed by the golden-yellow of Trembling 
Aspen groves in full splendour. One was just before sunrise when 
a stand of these aspens was simply glowing in the early morning 
light. Later in the afternoon I encountered another grove at the 
other end of Brantford that was simply gleaming in the afternoon 
sun – like a Franklin Carmichael painting. It was stunning. And 
as I write this (November 21), there are still several trees out my 
window with many leaves on them - simply bizarre. 

The species count for 2016 was 
a pedestrian 126. This compares 
somewhat favourably with the 
all-time average of 130.8 species 
but rather poorly with the last-
10-year average of 138.1 species. 
There were several generally 
reliable species that were missed 
in 2016: Snow Goose, Blue-
winged Teal, Golden Eagle, 
Pectoral Sandpiper, White-
rumped Sandpiper, Long-
eared Owl, Eastern Towhee, 
Chipping Sparrow and Field 
Sparrow. There were only two 
significant species on the Count 
– species that are seen on 20% 
of Counts or less – and one of 
these, Cackling Goose, is only 
a “transient” on this list as it is 
recorded almost annually now. 
The other significant species 
observed in 2016 was Blue-gray 

Gnatcatcher, the 8th Count record (see front cover). By 
contrast there were 14 significant species observed in 2014. Other 
than those two species, there was little to talk about rarity-wise. 
There were a few species in record numbers, no doubt because 
of the ideal recording conditions. The 19 Pileated Woodpeckers 
this year is a fine example of this (previous high 14). Is this 
species getting more common? Possibly, but the fine weather 
undoubtedly made them easier to see and hear. Same thing with 
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Black Scoter flock off of Van Wagners Beach with a couple of Long-tailed 
Ducks in the mix, 6 November 2016 – photo Barb Charlton.

Brant at Bayfront Park on 4 November 2016, two days before the fall 
count. This Brant stayed for several more days and this photo shows the 

leaf colour still remaining at this late date – photo Joanne Redwood.

Carolina Wren, which was record-high with 118 individuals, 13 
above the previous record in 2013. This species sings so much 
more in fine weather and could be heard from greater distances 
in the near windless conditions of Count day. Nonetheless, this 
species may be more common than it has ever been. It is really 
hard to be sure. It seems to have adapted more to our climate 
whether physiologically or behaviourally (feeder visits). It should 
have been almost eliminated from our area in the back-to-back 
brutal winters of 2013/2014 and 2014/2015 but it wasn’t. It was 
certainly knocked back but not by that much. An adaptation?

Also at record levels was Sandhill Crane which is not a surprise for 
this expanding species, nor is the record total for Osprey which 
is a real success story as it has become an uncommon breeder 
in the HSA with at least ten known nests but likely a few more. 
Eastern Bluebird was near a record high on 6 November with a 
total of 228, the second highest in 43 years. So good news for 
this lovely species. And there was a bizarre assemblage of juvenile 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls in Brantford, the highest single total 
of this species ever seen the Hamilton Study Area (see inset on 
page 103).

Despite how lacklustre the Count was, and the low numbers 
for many species, only one species was actually record-low. It is 
almost predictable that this species would be American Kestrel. 
Only nine kestrels were reported, continuing a downward trend 
that began around 2002. This is alarming as where will it end? 
Hard to believe that Merlins are about as common now as kestrels 
in the Hamilton area. Also of note was the extremely low number 
of Red-winged Blackbirds this year, the lowest since 1988. Surely 
just a chance thing. 

I would like to thank all of the 143 participants on this year’s 
Count. I received almost everyone’s results in two days and most 
of the results were in phylogenetic order which makes tallying the 
species a bit easier. Thanks again! 

2016 RESULTS
Area Covered: Selected areas within a 40.2km radius (25 miles) 
of Dundurn Castle, Hamilton, Ontario (Hamilton Study Area-
HSA) including: the Lake Ontario shoreline from Port Credit to 
Beamsville; the Conservation Areas of Berry, Binbrook, Burns, 
Confederation, Felker’s Falls, Fifty Point, Iroquois Heights, 
Mountsberg, Dumfries, Valens, Dundas Valley, and Spencer Gorge; 

Grass, Islay, Puslinch and Mohawk Lakes; Bronte Creek Provincial 
Park; Scotch Block Reservoir; Cootes Paradise; Woodland and 
Hamilton Cemeteries; King’s Forest; Esquesing, Crawford, Rockton, 
Patterson, Hyde and Frank Tracts; Bronte, Rattray, Middletown, and 
Van Wagners Marshes; Grimsby Wetlands; Courtcliffe Park; Rock 
Chapel Sanctuary; Kerncliff Park, City View Park, Lowville Park; 
Ruthven Park, Waterworks Park; Joe Sam’s Park; Shell Park; Green 
Lane Wetland; Brantford Landfill; Six Nations Indian Reserve; 
Beverly Swamp; Hamilton Harbour; Windermere Basin; Hespeler 
Mill, Milton Town & Tollgate Ponds; Smithville and Cainsville 
Sewage Ponds; Borers, Ancaster, Stoney, Bronte, and Oakville Creek 
ravines; Red Hill, Dundas, and Hendrie Valleys; and the Grand 
River from Cayuga to Cambridge.

Sunday, November 6, 2016:  6:15 a.m. (owling) to 5:15 p.m. Weather 
at Hamilton Airport: Temperature 4.0oC at sunrise (with ground frost 
in many areas), increasing to a high of 13oC at 2:00 p.m., although 
some areas reporting higher temperatures. Winds speeds low, with 
gusts to 20km/hr at 9:00 a.m. declining to an average of less than 
5km/hr by noon. Winds from the N in the morning changing to E 
by 2:00 p.m. Sky almost cloudless. 144 observers in 73 parties. Total 
party-hours: 432.4.

Species: Underlined totals represent record-high numbers unless 
denoted as low. Numbers in brackets following underlined totals 
give the previous high count followed by the year(s). Underlined 

species require documentation for the Hamilton Bird Records 
Committee either as date or geographic rarities based on Date 
Guide to the Birds of the Hamilton Area. Italicized/bolded species 
are “significant species” – species seen on 20% of counts or fewer.

Brant 7; Cackling Goose 1; Canada Goose 10,241; Mute Swan 210; 
Trumpeter Swan 87; Tundra Swan 19; Wood Duck 102; Gadwall 
428; American Wigeon 579; American Black Duck 237; Mallard 
4,592; Northern Shoveler 103; Northern Pintail 10; Green-
winged Teal 340; Canvasback 6; Redhead 281; Ring-necked 
Duck 429; Greater Scaup 1,314; Lesser Scaup 148; Surf Scoter 
181; White-winged Scoter 1,096; Black Scoter 217; Long-tailed 
Duck (Oldsquaw) 26,167; Bufflehead 606; Common Goldeneye 
617; Hooded Merganser 258; Common Merganser 207; Red-
breasted Merganser 365; Ruddy Duck 822; Ruffed Grouse 2; Wild 
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Brant at Bayfront Park on 4 November 2016 which obligingly stayed for 
the Wormington Count – photo Barb Charlton.

Five Lesser Black-backed Gull Juveniles in Brantford
While conducting the Wormington fall count in my 
Brantford area yesterday (Nov 6) I had an interesting 
experience which defies logic and suggests mid-ID. Five juv. 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls in a small group os gulls (35) on 
Mohawk Lake. This defies probability I would think unless 
you could suggest that they migrated together or somehow 
were associating. I would not believe this record if it was 
reported by someone else unless it was reported by Alan 
Wormington or Kevin McLaughlin or other gull experts. It 
strongly suggests mis-ID with Northern Herring Gull but I 
saw them well at close range - 40m - with an excellent scope 
with high power in great light. When I first got there I saw 
one bird fly in and I thought it was a Great Black-backed 
Gull which I still needed for the day. I looked at it after it 
landed and realized it was too small. Then on looking over 
the small group of gulls I saw four other similar birds. I saw 
one other bird flap and noted the dark wings but never saw 
the rest in flight subsequently as they were comfortable and 
I was anxious to keep moving. I saw all of the pertinent field 
marks, all dark bill, eye smudge, proper upper breast and 
sides, wings looked long, back pattern... still it seems highly 
unlikely to get five of them. Too bad I am not a camera guy. 
I subsequently went to the nearby dump and among the 600 
gulls present, there were 250 Herring and 350 Ring-bills 
and no other gull species present. 
The above text was posted to HamiltonBirds and Ron 
Pittaway replied the following day saying that he and Jean 
Iron had seen four Lesser Black-backed Gulls (including 
three juveniles) together on October 15 at Barrie. This 
report by Ron made me accept what my eyes were telling 
me, no matter how unlikely the observation seemed to be.

Turkey 35; Red-throated Loon 1; Common Loon 7; Pied-billed 
Grebe 24; Horned Grebe 11; Red-necked Grebe 12; Double-
crested Cormorant 180; Great Blue Heron 66; Black-crowned 
Night-Heron 2; Turkey Vulture 72; Osprey 4 (3-1998, 2007, 2008, 
2009, 2015); Bald Eagle 16; Northern Harrier 7; Sharp-shinned 
Hawk 12; Cooper’s Hawk 22; Red-shouldered Hawk 2; Red-
tailed Hawk 234; Rough-legged Hawk 
2; American Coot 377; Sandhill Crane 
141 (71-2015); Black-bellied Plover 1; 
American Golden-Plover 1; Killdeer 30; 
Greater Yellowlegs 3; Lesser Yellowlegs 
2; Dunlin 3; Wilson’s Snipe 1; American 
Woodcock 3; Bonaparte’s Gull 10; Ring-
billed Gull 5,487; Herring Gull 1,055; 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 6 (2-2002, 
2004, 2006, 2012, 2013); Great Black-
backed Gull 29; Rock Pigeon 1,737; 
Mourning Dove 1,709; Eastern Screech-
Owl 37; Great Horned Owl 6; Northern 
Saw-whet Owl 7 (all banded at Ruthven) 
(7-2010); Belted Kingfisher 27; Red-
bellied Woodpecker 187; Yellow-belled 
Sapsucker 2; Downy Woodpecker 407; 
Hairy Woodpecker 108; Northern 
Flicker 36; Pileated Woodpecker 19 
(14-2013); American Kestrel 9 (low) 
(11-2015); Merlin 9; Peregrine Falcon 7 
(7 - 2001); Eastern Phoebe 1; Northern 
Shrike 3; Blue-headed Vireo 1; Blue 
Jay 1,009; American Crow 3,304; 
Common Raven 20; Horned Lark 70; 
Black-capped Chickadee 2,525; Tufted 
Titmouse 9; Red-breasted Nuthatch 
73; White-breasted Nuthatch 395; 
Brown Creeper 34; Carolina Wren 118 
(101-2013); Winter Wren 44; Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher 1; Golden-crowned Kinglet 130; Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet 15; Eastern Bluebird 228; Hermit Thrush 9; American 
Robin 2,153; Gray Catbird 4 (4-1979, 2002, 2005, 2013); Northern 
Mockingbird 29; European Starling 8,235; American Pipit 151; 
Cedar Waxwing 874; Snow Bunting 36; Orange-crowned Warbler 

1; Nashville Warbler 1; Common Yellowthroat 1; Yellow-rumped 
Warbler 11; American Tree Sparrow 726; Fox Sparrow 62; Song 
Sparrow 81;  Swamp Sparrow 11; White-throated Sparrow 142; 
White-crowned Sparrow 32; Dark-eyed Junco 2,259; Northern 
Cardinal 760; Red-winged Blackbird 506; Eastern Meadowlark 1; 
Rusty Blackbird 108; Common Grackle 32; Brown-headed Cowbird 
49; Purple Finch 31; House Finch 385; Pine Siskin 2; American 
Goldfinch 1,531; House Sparrow 2,447.

Total: 126 species; 90,480 individuals.
Count-Period Birds: (seen day before or day after the Count but 
not on Count day) Northern Parula.

Observers: Alfred Adamo, Mason Arbuckle, Anna Baranova, Glen 
Barnett, Glenn Barrett, Graham Barrett, Kim Barrett, Naomi Barrett, 
Miriam Bauman, Jason Bracey, Hazel Broker, Wayne Bullock,  Kirsten 
Burling, Jim Burrell, Ken Burrell, Jerry Chapple, Nina Chapple, Barb 
Charlton, Curtis Combdon, Barry Coombs, Mark Cranford, Rob 
Crawford, Carol Croke, Robert Curry, Martin Daly, Janet Dance, Ken 
Dance, Donna DeBruin, Marco DeBruin, Kathryn Desousa Miller, Ross 
Dickson, Rob Dobos, Andrew Don, Dave Don, Gillian Donovan, Linda 
Dutka, Cheryl Edgecombe, Gavin Edmondstone, Luc Fazio, Randy 
Fowler, Nancy Furber, Denys Gardiner, David Gascoigne, Fraser Gibson, 
Marnie Gibson, Alex Gray, Jerry Guenther, John Hannah, Bill Harris, 

Meryl Hodnett, Beth Jefferson, Mark 
Jennings, Barry Jones, Andrew Keaveney, 
Tristan Knight, Manfred Kolster, Ursula 
Kolster, Joan Kotanen, Ruth Kroft, Bill 
Lamond (compiler), Joyce Lechasseur, 
Mike Lepage, Dennis Lewington, Gwen 
Lewington, Joyce Litster, Rick Ludkin, 
Bruce Mackenzie, Laurie Mackenzie, 
Kathleen MacNamara, Dan MacNeal, 
Len Manning, Lou Marsh, Vicky Mason, 
Sheldon McGregor, Bill McIlveen, Irene 
McIlveen, Barb McKean, Anne McLagan, 
Kevin McLaughlin, Don McLean, 
Anthony Meaney, Joel Mercer, Julie 
Mercer, Cameron Miller, Jason Miller, 
Barb Mockford, Glen Mockford, David 
Moffat, Frank Morley, Chris Motherwell, 
George Naylor, Owen Novoselac, Neil 
O’Neal, Ben Oldfield, John Olmsted, 
Lisa Pachereva, Robert Palin, Gretchen 
Perry, Rose Petersen, Brian Pomfret, 
Mary Pomfret, Norm Pomfret, Richard 
Poort, Rob Porter, Jim Pringle, Bill Read, 
Nicole Richardson, Patricia Riley, Kyle 
Robertson, Wilma Robertson, Elaine 
Serena, Josh Shea, Donna Sheppard, Bill 
Smith, Ian Smith, Nancy Smith, Larry 
Staniforth, Chris Street, Mike Street, John 
Struger, Peter Thoem, Tom Thomas, Rick 
Thornton, John Tomins, Michelle Tomins, 
Marina van Twest, Rohan van Twest, Mary 
Voisin, Rob Waldhuber, Phil Walker, Joan 

Wallace, Angie Williams, Ken Williams, Don Wills, Bill Wilson, Heather 
Wilson, Deb Wood, David Wood, Ross Wood, Brett Woodman, Eily 
Woodman, Gabe Woodman, Brian Wylie, Tony Zammit, (Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club, Guelph Field Naturalists, Kitchener-Waterloo Field 
Naturalists, South Peel Naturalists’ Club).
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Jean Johnson at Hendrie Valley, Royal Botanical Gardens, Burlington, 
8 October, 2014 - photo Joyce Litster.

Remembering Jean Johnson
by Joyce Litster

Long-time members of the HNC will remember Jean Johnson 
as an enthusiastic birder and naturalist. I first met Jean in 

the mid 1970s a few years after she and her husband and three 
children came from England. Jean grew up in Felixstowe, and 
she honed her birding skills in the marshes and meadows around 
that English port city.  She was a member of the Society of Friends 
(Quakers), a group with a long history of peace advocacy, and 
she was doing volunteer work for the Peace Research Institute–
Dundas when I met her. 

I remember the first time I went to Jean’s home in the Dundas 
Valley off Highway 99. She was raising goats, chickens and rabbits, 
but it was the large flock of migrating White-throated Sparrows 
foraging all over her property that stuck in my mind. Jean and 
I often birded in the Dundas Valley and in Flamborough. She 
worked at McMaster University, first in the Animal Facilities 
and later in the Nuclear Reactor. As well as being a good birder, 
Jean was also a keen and knowledgeable gardener.  She took a 
certificate in horticulture from the University of Guelph and, 
for a while, wrote a gardening column which appeared in the 
Dundas Star and other local weeklies.

After a battle with breast cancer, Jean decided she wanted to 
spend the rest of her years in a mellower climate, and close to her 
youngest daughter, Caroline.  Approximately seven years ago, she 
retired from McMaster, packed up her belongings, and moved to 
the Vancouver area.  She continued birding and gardening there, 
visiting birding hot spots along the coast, on Galiano Island and 
in Kelowna. She volunteered for The Wild Bird Trust of British 
Columbia at the Maplewood Flats conservation area. Her son 
Michael then moved from Toronto to Vancouver, so that only 
her eldest daughter Catherine, who lives in Berlin, was far away 
although Jean managed to visit with her and her grandson Anton 

on a number of occasions. Jean also came back east a couple 
of times to visit with friends in Hamilton, Flamborough and 
Dundas. 

In 2015 Jean was diagnosed with malignant melanoma, a 
particularly virulent form of cancer. Her daughter Catherine 
came over from Berlin and nursed her the last three months 
of her life, so all of her children were with her during her final 
summer. Jean died at her home in New Westminster on October 
4, 2016. She was always a cheerful person and she faced her 
adversities with great courage.   

I missed Jean when she moved west, but I shall miss her even 
more, now that we can no longer e-mail.  Before she moved away, 
Jean gave me two little Redbud trees and a Witch Hazel. They are 
all doing well in my garden and remind me of her every time I 
look out my kitchen window.

At the January HNC Monthly Meeting
9 January (Monday) 7:30 p.m. 

“Asian Carp”: Their Threats and Canada’s Actions
“Asian carp” are a group of four highly invasive freshwater fishes that are currently threatening 
the Great Lakes ecosystem. These species have been the focus of prevention, control and 
management efforts in both Canada and the United States. The talk will provide a background 
to “Asian carp”, the threat they pose, and how Canada is working with partners within the Asian 
Carp Program to protect the Great Lakes. Speaker Becky Cudmore is the Manager for Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada’s Asian Carp Program as well as the department’s Senior Advisor on aquatic 
invasive species. Becky has a post-graduate degree in zoology from the University of Toronto and 
degrees in biology and environmental science from Trent University. Becky has worked on aquatic 
invasive species in the Great Lakes for almost 20 years and was the recipient of the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee award for her contributions and efforts to protect the Great Lakes from aquatic 
invasive species. At the RBG HQ, Plains Road W., Burlington.
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Unethical Guerrilla Grafting in Natural Areas 
by Colin J. Chapman 

On the 19th of November 2016, I went out for some late 
season botanizing on the City of Hamilton’s Escarpment 

Rail Trail. Despite its urban location, you might be surprised 
to find a number of interesting Carolinian species there like 
American Bladdernut (Staphylea trifolia), Bluntleaf Waterleaf 
(Hydrophyllum canadense), and White-flowered Leafcup 
(Polymnia canadensis).  

As I approached the Kenilworth Access, I noticed a shrub with 
some branches conspicuously grafted on every stem. I identified 
them all to be a variety of Domesticated Apple (Malus pumila). 
Enough time had passed for a sucker to sprout from the base 
of the shrub. The distinctively-lobed leaves showed that the 
rootstock was our native Wild Crabapple (M. coronaria) (Voss 
and Reznicek 2012). I surveyed the surroundings, finding 
two more Domesticated Apple grafts, and many presumed 
Domesticated Cherry (Prunus spp.) grafted onto presumed non-
native Cherry rootstock. Clearly, some well-planned guerrilla 
grafting had taken place. 

Advocate groups such as Guerrilla Grafters promote grafting 
fruit-bearing branches onto ornamental street trees to provide 
produce for urban residents (http://www.guerrillagrafters.
org/). Here, I use the term to comment on the act of grafting 
without authorization. Ethical grafting of course would require 
permission. As individuals are already acting without permission, 
this will not be discussed. Instead, let us consider whether native 
populations would be negatively affected. 

Wild Crabapple is common in the City of Hamilton (Goodban 
2014), so one might think occasional grafting would not affect 
the overall population. I would argue that if guerrilla grafting 
in natural areas were to grow in popularity it could become 
detrimental. For example, illegal harvest is the main threat to 
federally endangered American Ginseng (Panax quinquefolius) 
(Environment Canada 2015). In our case, the grafting will not 
necessarily kill the rootstock, but the native Wild Crabapples 
are reproductively removed from the population. High levels 
of grafting would drastically reduce the regeneration of native 

populations, and effectively remove them 
from plant communities. 

One might reason that only grafting a 
couple of individuals in a population 
would minimize harm; however, Kron 
and Husband (2009) showed that high 
proportions of Wild Crabapple seed in 
Cambridge, Ontario had been fertilized by Domestic Apple. This 
is reminiscent of federally endangered Red Mulberry (Morus 
rubra) whose primary threat is hybridization with the introduced 
White Mulberry (M. alba) (Parks Canada Agency 2011). Grafting 
would directly increase the proportion of Domestic Apple 
pollen in Wild Crabapple populations, potentially increasing 
hybridization and threatening their genetic diversity. 

For these reasons, I strongly discourage guerrilla grafting in 
natural areas. If any readers are aware of people grafting, I urge 
you to explain the negative consequences of their actions. 
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Domesticated Apple (Malus pumila) branches grafted onto Wild 
Crabapple (M. coronaria) rootstock. Grafting site made conspicuous by 

electrical tape - photo Colin Chapman. 

Colin Chapman -photo 
from LinkedIn.

Left, leaves of the grafted branch. The undersides are hairy very late into 
the year, indicative of Domesticated Apple (Malus pumila). Right, Sucker 

from base of shrub. Lobed leaves are typical of native Wild Crabapple 
(Malus coronaria), both 18 November 2016 - photos Colin Chapman. 
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Member Profile - Dave Don 
by Gerten Basom 
“Would you like to see a Redhead”, was Tom Crooks’ (aka 
Crooksie) opening line to Dave Don when they first met over 
a scope at Shoreacres Park. Dave’s eyes lit up he says, until he 
realized Crooksie in fact meant a duck.  It was 1995 and the late 
Tom Crooks, a well known and long time birder with the HNC, 
had just bumped into Dave as the two of them scoured the lake. 
Two kindred spirits had just found one another. A few years 
before, Dave’s immigration to Canada had been a solo act and his 
initial years here had at times had been understandably, lonely. 
With birding having interested him from an early age in England, 
Dave naturally took to the shores of Burlington to get involved in 
the outdoors in search of birds. Meeting Tom Crooks would be the 
beginning of new adventures and many long and enjoyable hours 
together.  

Born in the tiny village of Abercraf in southern Wales, Dave Don’s 
adventurous side took hold early on.  The geographic location 
of Abercraf is within the historic boundaries of the county 
Brecknockshire in the Upper Swansea Valley, just outside the 
boundaries of the Brecon Beacons National Park and the Fforest 
Fawr Geopark. Dave’s father – from Liverpool – met his mom, while 
doing his National Service in south Wales where they married and 
settled. At the age of six Dave was uprooted when they moved back 
to Liverpool due to hard economic times. Dave still recalls the street 
where they lived on, the same in fact as one of Paul McCartney’s 
cousins. In the early 1960s, Dave remembers “Macca”  (aka Paul 
McCartney) driving around in an Aston Martin DB 5, with then 
former girlfriend Jane Asher on his arm.

School was a wonderful adventure. A six year old Dave took to 
the notion of drawing birds and writing about them, sharing and 
combining that interest with a mutual young friend. Part of the 
culture was learning about birds, he explains. The class would 
study British birds and other animals such as hedgehogs, and 
Dave soon became a collector of bird’s eggs. He received a rather 
large egg collection from a friend of his grandparents which 
built considerably on this hobby. At age 13, his school owned a 
Welsh farm called Tan y Craig, and 90 minute drive every other 
weekend or so where the students learned all about how things 
were created. Dave would travel back to the school five nights a 
week to participate in their youth club, a distance of over three 
miles by bus. Every evening there was a different activity to take 
part in. Potholing, a sport that involves walking and climbing in 
underground caves, was one of those activities. He often went on 
caving adventures in the Yorkshire Dales. While England didn’t 
get a lot of snow, when it did fall, they received a considerable 
amount. One of Dave’s fondest memories was of snow fights with 
their teachers, something unheard of today. What makes it even 
more interesting was that the unwritten rule was that one threw a 
snowball packed with stones (at the teachers). However, if anyone 
was caught in one of these snowball fights you would be thrown 
into the creek by the no-nonsense teachers. Fun times! Dave 
cites the extra-curricular activities as a wonderful and significant 
impact on developing an interaction with nature in those young 
developmental years.  

With geography as his best subject, 
Dave intended to go in that 
direction but things took a turn 
when he applied for a position as 
a Fitter/Turner at a local ship yard 
and got on the short list. His friend 
who also applied for the position, 
landed the job, but quit shortly after and Dave took the job and the 
apprenticeship position. A stint through Trades College with the 
apprenticeship soon had him working in a very different field. This 
led to full time work in a large ship repair company, followed by 
a few years as a skilled Machinist in the aerospace industry which 
continued to build on his new skills. However Dave was restless. 
He considered England as being “old”, he says and with the impact 
from a program that used to air on television in the 1960s about 
Canada, entitled “The Forest Rangers”, (intended for both UK and 
Canadian audiences), Dave’s next adventure was set. (Incidentally 
“The Forest Rangers” had their main set location in Kleinberg 
with other filming locations shot in such places as Lake Muskoka, 
North Bay, Dorset, King City, Bracebridge, Whitney, Tottenham 
and Dickie Lake near Baysville, Ontario). As a young boy, one 
can only imagine the influence a show like this would have had 
on someone who was already ensconced in outdoor adventures. A 
Machinist he worked with was interested in Canada and when this 
chap was offered a job there, Dave took note and followed suit. He 
applied and his next home soon became Canada.  

Childhood can be far removed from reality however and when 
Dave arrived in Mississauga it was not into the great, wild outdoors 
that he had seen on TV or had imagined. Instead, he found himself 
in what he described as a concrete jungle. There was one very 
memorable moment – probably experienced by many immigrants 
– when Dave recalled a massive urge to move back to England. As 
he sat at the end of his bed one evening, Dave made up his mind to 
sell his possessions and go back to England. However, something 
in that moment shifted, making him reconsider, and kept him here 
ever since. Dave has returned a few times to visit (as recently as 
November of 2016, a final closure of his UK life). Dave met his wife 

Dave and Jane Don - 2008

Vermilion Flycatcher, immature male, north of Wallaceburg, 21 
December 2015  (not the one Dave found!)- photo Sarah Lamond.
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June on a diving trip to Cozumel, Mexico, who coincidentally also 
lived in Burlington at that time. Years later Dave describes Jane 
as a “closet birder”, who happens to be quite savvy at picking out 
yard birds, among them two Wood Thrushes and one American 
Woodcock much to his delight and surprise.  

Soccer had been a big part of his life in England and continued to 
be a part of his life here, playing on the City of Burlington’s team as 
well as in the Toronto District’s League. When a hip injury occurred, 
birding took over as a full time hobby. On one of his first OFO 
hikes, Dave remembers Bruce 
Duncan having the patience to 
point out a Ring-billed Gull, 
a bird not found in England. 
After meeting Tom Crooks, 
his early birding days began by 
connecting with others such 
as  Cheryl Edgecombe and 
Gerard McNaughton who has 
now moved on to Wiarton, 
and Tom Ford. Later, his fellow 
birders included Barb Charlton 
and Rob Dobos, connecting 
them all to Tom Crooks as one 
distinctive group. 

Dave also enjoys birding on his own on his way to and from work, 
as well as on weekends with Cheryl and Rob and new friend and 
up and coming birder Anna Skorobohacz. It has allowed him to 
appreciate the confluence of lake and escarpment, the Dundas 
Marsh, farm fields and countryside, noting that we can find up to 
357 species of birds alone in this area. Dave notes that we have 
gained and lost habitat over the years, yet Hamilton still remains a 
very diverse location for birds. Lake watching has become another 
favorite, particularly at Van Wagners Beach which Dave cites 
as having some of the best inland lake watching sites in North 
America. You get all of the water birds here he says, including the 
“pelagics”, jaegers and other seabirds. Dave says that Woodland 
Cemetery is a great place to bird in the fall, and in the spring, 
Beamer Point is a wonderful place to visit, both within striking 
distance of home. Hamiltonians are blessed and birding is certainly 
the fastest growing sport out there, suggests Dave. He feels that 
we need to tap more into that possibility, particularly in certain 
public areas such as the Dundas Marsh, largely closed to birding 
now, making birds such as Nelson’s Sparrow more difficult to find.  

His biggest mentors have been Hamilton birders like Bob Curry, 
Rob Dobos, Kevin McLaughlin and Mark Jennings, legends in 
themselves he smiles. They are the ones who have mentored 
younger up and coming and now well established birders like 
Brandon Holden. Dave reflects on the time it has taken to become 
familiar with birds of North America. A good 20 years he notes 
have passed in learning and he adds, North America has three 
times the number of birds of England. It becomes a fix or addiction 
he muses, something any avid birder quickly recognizes.   He 
acknowledges that while it takes a certain amount of skill, luck also 
plays a role in finding rare birds and often it’s just about being in the 
right place at the right time. In fact, on the evening of my interview 
in September, enroute from work, Dave stopped off on Haldibrook 
Road where he encountered two Buff-breasted Sandpipers sitting 

on the edge of the field.

A most amazing find occurred on May 17, 2002 (Birds of Hamilton, 
pg. 210), when Dave, Tom Crooks and Cheryl Edgecombe came 
across a breeding-plumaged male Curlew Sandpiper at the 
Smithville Sewage Ponds. A mishap with a cow paddy occurred as 
Dave, in an attempt to quickly get the word out, stepped backwards 
into the paddy. But he grins when retelling the story saying that 
it was the best bird found with the best friends!   Yet another 
wonderful find, again with Tom and Cheryl, was when they came 
across two Glossy Ibis at the Grimsby Lagoons. Finding this species 
in Hamilton is described as “an exciting glimpse of the south” in 
Bob Curry’s, Birds of Hamilton. Another amazing find for Dave was 
an immature male Vermilion Flycatcher at Point Pelee National 
Park on 7 May 2002, a first record for the species in the Point Pelee 
birding area, and only the 4th record for Ontario at the time. 

Within the HSA, Dave has participated on several “big days” – 
birdathons. Those counts have raised a lot of money for the HNC 
over the years.  On a route which Rob Dobos has tweaked over the 
years, they have counted 162 species in one day on two occasions, 
only two off the HSA record of 164.  

Dave has done a bit of travelling in search of birds. One road trip 
took him to Texas one early May, where he found himself doing 
a birdathon with Tom, Cheryl, and Rob. As Tom drove, they 
enjoyed the spectacular scenery in areas such as the Rio Grande 
Valley and the Davis Mountains in the “high country”. These areas 
were “covered” with birds such as the Texas specialty, the Golden-
cheeked Warbler. Another wonderful trip Dave recalls is of a sea 
bird expedition with Bob Curry and Glenda Slessor. Despite a 
rather rough weather ride on board a 55’ Deck Boat, they were 
able to spot pelagic specialties, not without some struggling with 
severe sea sickness. 

Keeping a winter list is now on his agenda, stretching from 
December 1st to February 28th. It gets you out in those cold and 
dreary months, he says, and one can land up to 150 birds. As for 
a bucket list, Dave is aiming for south of the equator. I’d like to 
see an albatross by visiting the wind-swept southern oceans. New 
Zealand certainly calls to him. If Goethe is right, at 60 you start all 
over again. With his passion for birding and adventure, Dave Don 
has time before hitting that magic number, to build on his dream 
birding list and begin all over by striking out on his South Seas’ 
adventures. 

At the 16 January (Monday) BSG Meeting
7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

The State of North America’s Birds. Of the 1154 bird species that occur 
in North America, one third require urgent conservation action, 
according to a new report by the North American Bird Conservation 
Initiative. Andrew Couturier is Senior Analyst with Bird Studies 
Canada. He is well known in the conservation community for 
his pioneering work on Breeding Bird Atlases here in Ontario and 
elsewhere; for his contributions to international bird conservation 
through NABCI, PIF, and BirdLife; and for developing the Important 
Bird and Biodiversity Areas Program in Canada. Andrew has been 
with BSC for nearly twenty years and is based at BSC’s national 
headquarters in Port Rowan. 
At the Burlington Seniors’ Centre, 2285 New Street, Burlington.

Dave and his father Bill (recently 
deceased) - photo Charlene 
McNaughton, 31 July 2011.
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D AT E S  T O  R E M E M B E R  -  J a n u a r y  2 0 17

One Saturday of the Month, September to May, 10 a.m. to noon, Jr. Naturalists’ Club at RBG Nature Centre.  For 7 to 13 year olds. 
Since the club formed in 1986, it has given children learning experiences that generate life-long respect and appreciation for nature. 
Pre-registration required. Fee: $100/child.

1 January (Sunday, NEW YEAR’S DAY) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). 
Hendrie Valley, meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404

2 January (Monday) HNC - 2nd Peach Tree Christmas Bird Count. Covers the western section of the Niagara Peninsula, from Fifty 
Point down to Caistorville and over to Stoney Creek. Contact Bruce Mackenzie at kintail52@gmail.com.

7 January (Saturday) 9 to 11 a.m. RBG - Not Just a Birding Club at RBG Nature Centre. A once-a-month birding Club for beginners, 
intermediates, and seasoned birders with Jackson Hudecki. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $15 
per class, or $65 for all 5 monthly Saturdays (January – May). 

8 January (Sunday) 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, 
meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

9 January (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC Monthly Meeting – “Asian Carp”: Their Threats and Canada’s Actions. “Asian carp” are a 
group of four highly invasive freshwater fishes that are currently threatening the Great Lakes ecosystem. These species have been 
the focus of prevention, control and management efforts in both Canada and the US. The speaker is Becky Cudmore, Manager for 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s Asian Carp Program. See page 104 for details. At the RBG HQ, Plains Road W., Burlington.

14 January (Saturday) 09:00 – 12:00. HNC - A Christmas Bird Count for Kids: Grimsby at the mouth of Forty Mile Creek. The CBC 
is being presented by the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club and the Grimsby Lions Club. It is being sponsored by The Original Greenscapes 
of Grimsby. Participants are to be accompanied by a guardian. Registration will be limited to 20 children between the ages of 5 
and 12. Children interested in registering should contact: Bruce Mackenzie at kintail52@gmail .com. Field Guides to Birds will be 
provided by the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch to the participating families. Individuals who wish to participate on a less formal 
basis and conduct their own count at a different location are asked to contact Bruce Mackenzie. Counts can also be conducted at 
backyard bird feeders. Members  interested in assisting with the count are asked to contact Bruce.

14 January (Saturday) 8:00 p.m. The Hamilton Association -  Dying to Explore:  The Archeology of John Franklin’s Last Expedition.   
For centuries the challenge of finding a navigable sea route through the Canadian Arctic drew explorers to that daunting region, 
and in the 1840s led to the catastrophic loss of Sir John Franklin’s third expedition. Almost continuously since then, people have been 
trying to understand this unprecedented disaster. Speaker Dr. Robert Park is an archaeological anthropologist at the University of 
Waterloo. He describes how a team of which he was a member conducted archaeological research in the Arctic that contributed to 
a better understanding of the lives and deaths of Arctic explorers. Room 1A1 of McMaster University’s Ewart Angus Centre (EAC).

15 January (Sunday) 10:00 a.m. – noon. HNC - Winter Hike at Kerncliff Park. Join HNC VP Bronwen Tregunno for a leisurely hike 
through Kerncliff Park in Burlington, exploring areas of natural interest. We will be sticking to the lower trails and not hiking up 
the Escarpment. All are welcomed. Meet at the Kerncliff Park parking lot 2198 Kerns Rd - please note you can no longer reach this 
parking lot from Hwy 5; you must drive north up Kerns Road from below the Escarpment.

15 January (Sunday) 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North 
Shore, meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum location. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

16 January (Monday) 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group meeting. The State of North America’s Birds. Of the 1154 
bird species that occur in North America, one third requires urgent conservation action according to a new report by the North 
American Bird Conservation Initiative. Speaker Andrew Couturier is Senior Analyst with Bird Studies Canada. See page 107 for 
details. Burlington Seniors’ Centre, 2285 New Street, Burlington.

22 January (Sunday) 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South 
Shore, meet at parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

26 January (Thursday) 7 to 9:30 p.m. RBG - Night-Time Photography at RBG Nature Centre. Start date, 4-part photography 
course, information includes what to photograph at night, equipment considerations, recognizing key objects, and more. Pre-
registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $90. 

28 January (Saturday) 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. RBG - Animals at Night at RBG Nature Centre. Explore the forest at night—who’s 
awake, who’s asleep. Guided hike, dress for the weather. A Family Fun event. Pre-registration required. Fee:  Adults, $12, Child 
(4-12) $8, Child (3 and under) free.

28 January (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. to noon. Jr. Naturalists’ Club at RBG Nature Centre.  For 7 to 13 year olds. Since the club formed 
in 1986, it has given children learning experiences that generate life-long respect and appreciation for nature. Pre-registration 
required. Fee: $100/child.
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29 January (Sunday) 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. HNC -Exploring the Summit Bog. Winter allows safe travel into this fascinating bog, 
one of the most southern true bogs in Canada. Summit Bog is a floating mat bog with species rarely found in Hamilton. Weather 
will determine the footwear. Call hike leader Bruce Mackenzie, 905-973-4869 for update on conditions. Snow Shoes or cross 
country skis should all work. Winter boots may also work. Meet at the parking lot off of Hwy 52 at the intersection of Powerline 
Rd. Powerling Rd meets Hwy 52 in two different locations. You want the intersection where Powerline Rd meets  Hwy 52 on the 
west side. The entrance to the parking lot is on the east side of Hwy 52 opposite Powerline Rd.

29 January (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Bruce Duncan Memorial Lecture Series. The Stories in the Rocks. The speaker will be 
Dr. Maureen Padde, Associate Professor at the School of Geography & Earth Sciences at McMaster University. Hamilton Waterfront 
Trust Building, 57 Discovery Dr, Hamilton. Fee: $5

D AT E S  T O  R E M E M B E R  -  F e b r u a r y  2 0 17

4 February (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. – noon. HNC - Snowshoeing at Crawford Lake C.A. Join wildlife biologist Alison Forde on 
a winter snowshoe hike at Crawford Lake Conservation Area and enjoy a morning of wildlife tracking in the snow. Meet in the 
auditorium of the Visitors Centre (upper level) at 10 a.m. Snowshoes can be rented from the facility at this time. The hike will wrap 
up approximately at noon. No previous snowshoe experience required! Note there is an entrance fee for the CA if you do not have 
a Halton Conservation pass. Storm date: Sunday, February 5 at same time and location.

4 February (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. to noon. RBG - Mammoth and Mastodon Club, at RBG Centre.  Age 7 to 10. Join the Club for 
one Saturday or three and learn about these huge animals by exploring The Big Freeze Winter exhibit, playing games and doing 
crafts. Fee: $15 per Saturday (next dates: Feb. 11 and Feb. 18). 

5 February (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, 
meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

11 February (Saturday) 2:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. HNC - Winter Hawks & Owls. Join the HNC’s owl-and-raptor- finding enthusiasts, Ken 
and Angie Williams, on a trip to local spots where owls and raptors can be found. Expected species include Rough-legged hawk, Short-
eared Owl, Great-horned Owl, Eastern Screech-Owl, Northern Shrike, and other over-wintering species. Meet at Tim Horton’s by 2:00 
p.m. at the corner of Mud St. and Centennial Parkway (Hwy. 20), Stoney Creek. We will be doing our best to car pool from the parking 
lot as this is a popular event. Contact for more info: 905 870 8584 or kenang@cogeco.c a

11 February (Saturday) 10:00  to noon. RBG - Mammoth and Mastodon Club, at RBG Centre. Age 7 - 10. Join the Club and learn about 
these animals by exploring The Big Freeze Winter exhibit, playing games and doing crafts. Fee: $15 per Saturday (also February 18). 

12 February (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, 
meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

13 February (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC General Meeting. Invasive fish and pollutants in Hamilton Harbour. Our speaker, Dr. 
Erin McCallum, received her PhD at McMaster University in September 2016, and earned her Bachelors degree at the University 
of Western Ontario in 2011. Working alongside Dr. Sigal Balshine, Erin has spent the last five years of her doctoral training 
studying how wastewater pollution affects fish behaviour and physiology in Hamilton Harbour and Cootes Paradise Marsh. Erin is 
passionate about conservation, and understanding how wild animals adapt to human stressors in their environments. She is active 
in many academic pursuits including research in ecotoxicology and behavioural ecology, teaching, and science communication. 
Invasive species and pollutants are two major stressors in the Hamilton Harbour and the Cootes Paradise Marsh environments. 
Focusing on a relatively new invader in the Harbour, she will discuss the problem of the invasive Round Goby in the Great Lakes 
and then address how pollutants impact the goby in Hamilton Harbour, assessing changes in their population across time and 
their behavioural responses to different contaminants. At the RBG HQ, Plains Road W., Burlington.

18 February (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. to noon. RBG - Mammoth and Mastodon Club at RBG Centre.  Age 7 to 10. Join the Club for 
this last Saturday of three and learn about these huge animals by exploring The Big Freeze Winter exhibit, playing games and 
doing crafts. Fee: $15 per Saturday. 

18 February (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. to 11 :00  a.m. RBG - Not Just a Birding Club at RBG Nature Centre. A once-a-month birding Club 
for beginners, intermediates, and seasoned birders with Jackson Hudecki. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education 
Series. Fee: $15 per class (February – May).

19 February (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes North Shore, meet at the 
Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404. 

26 February (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcomed. Cootes South Shore, 
meet at the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Dr, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

27 February (Monday) 7:30 - 9:00 pm. HNC - Bird Study Group meeting. Matt Mills, a Director of the Niagara Peninsula 
Hawkwatch, will be speaking about his experience working last fall at the Corpus Christie, Texas,  hawkwatch. This hawkwatch 
is a world class migration site where upwards of half a million migrating raptors are seen each fall. Visitors to the hawkwatch 
platform are often treated to great views of south Texas specialty birds such as Green Jay and Great Kiskadee and impressive flocks  
of migrating waterbirds. Burlington Seniors’ Centre, 2285 New Street, Burlington.
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2016 Junior Volunteer of the Year (VOY) is Gerten Basom
by Jim Stollard

I have known Gerten ever since I convinced her to join the 
HNC Board in 2010 and have great respect for her abilities and 

positive attitude. I will not attempt a complete biography, but as 
background information, she has completed a fine arts degree at 
McMaster University, is an artist and art teacher who has been 
associated with Hamilton Artists Inc., taught art at Mohawk 
College and in community settings. She has exhibited her work 
in galleries in southern Ontario and New York State. Gerten has 
a great love for nature, which led her and her husband Terry to 
join the HNC.

The HNC Board has awarded her the Jr. VOY Award this year 
for her excellent contributions to our Club. Soon after joining 
the HNC, Gerten volunteered to serve the Board and became 
the Field Events Director for 2 years from 2010 to 2012. She 
also volunteered to be a member of the Sanctuary/Land Trust 
Committee from 2010 to the present where she has toiled on 
work parties in the Club’s sanctuaries (see article in this issue!), 
attended Committee meetings regularly, has helped with Trivia 
Night fundraisers, and hosted Sanctuary/Land Trust Committee 
meetings at least once each year.

Recently, Gerten has volunteered to write Member Profiles 
for the Wood Duck, something which has a significant time 
commitment and which she does very well.  For evidence of her 
writing, you need only read her member profile on Brandon 
Holden in the September 2016 Wood Duck or the profile on Dave 
Don is this issue.

In addition, Gerten has 
done a lot of helpful work 
with Jen Baker’s education 
project work. Below is 
Jen’s quote made when 
I e-mailed to ask about 
Gerten’s contributions.
“That’s a great idea Jim! 
Gerten has done all kinds 
of stuff for and with me. 
There’s probably more, but this is what came to mind right away 
(not in any order):

- helping build the education platform at Amaolo Nature  
Sanctuary
- helping with student nature outings 
- advising on how we could incorporate art into the school 
program
- hosting Sanctuary/Land Trust Committee meetings and 
sharing ideas 
- assisting with event promotion
- contributing to site visits to potential new nature sanctuaries

She’s always very supportive of our work and is keen to be 
involved”

For all that she has done to help our Club, we feel she is very 
deserving of this Jr. Volunteer of the Year award for 2016.  Well 
done, Gerten!

Jim Stollard presents the Junior VOY 
Award for 2016  to Gerten Basom, 14 
November 2016 - photo Jean Stollard.

2016 Senior Volunteer of the Year (VOY) is Bill Lamond
by Jim Stollard

Rarely has a Senior Volunteer of the Year Award winner been 
as qualified  as this year’s winner, Bill Lamond.  A Brantford 

resident and pharmacist, Bill has been a Club member since 
1984. His studies at University of Western Ontario led to a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Ecology and Evolution which was 
followed by studies at the University of British Columbia which 
led to a Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy degree in 1992. Despite 
a busy work life and family life with wife, Kathleen, plus children 
Sarah and Eric, Bill has made time for his nature passions and for 
volunteering with the HNC. 

Bill has served for a total of 13 years on the HNC Board of 
Directors in the following roles:

Field Events Director from 2001 - 2006 when, year after year, 
he lined up many interesting outings 
Vice President from 2007 -2008 
President from 2008 – 2011, a time when the Club celebrat-
ed its 90th Anniversary with a well-attended wine and cheese 
party, when the Cootes to Escarpment Ecopark partnership 
was forming, when the Provincial Government put the last 

nail in the coffin of 
the proposed “life 
style development 
in Pleasantview and 
the Club was helping 
the effort to add the 
“feederlands” to the 
Eramosa Karst Con-
servation Area.
Past President from 
2011 – 2015
Wood Duck Editor 2013 – 2015 producing the fine journal 
that we all look forward to each month.

He has continued to serve ably as the Wood Duck Editor from 
2015 to the present in a non-Board of Director capacity. As any 
reader of the Wood Duck knows, he has done a great job with our 
journal. 

Anyone who has had the pleasure of rambling in nature on 

Jim Stollard (L) presents the Senior 
VOY Award for 2016 to Bill Lamond, 14 
November 2016 - photo Jean Stollard.
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an outing led by Bill has been impressed with the breadth of 
his knowledge of natural history. He takes a special interest in 
sharing his knowledge of birds, butterflies and dragonflies with 
us. We have been able to count on him leading at least two 
outings a year for at least the last 15 years.

Not only has Bill served as editor of the Wood Duck, he has 
done so much to fill it with interesting content. We have learned 
much about dragonflies from his Dragon’s Den column, he has 
faithfully reported on our yearly butterfly count and fall bird 
count as well as contributing articles on his other interesting 
nature observations.

I will end by detailing Bill’s contributions to the Club’s natural 
history data records. He has served as the Alan Wormington 
Fall Bird Count compiler and the Hamilton Butterfly Count 

compiler over many years, has participated in the Fall Bird 
Count, Christmas Bird Count and Butterfly Count for decades 
and has contributed bird sightings to the Club’s Noteworthy 
Bird Records since at least 1993. Plus, he has recently taken over 
compiling the Noteworthy Bird Records and reporting them in 
the Wood Duck. Oh, and did I mention that he led the field work 
and publication of The Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hamilton 
Area (aka the Herp Atlas) which the Club published in 1994.

For all these contributions to our Club over many years, the 
Board was pleased to make Bill the Senior Volunteer of the Year 
Award winner for 2016. Well done, Bill!

B i r d  S t u d y  G r o u p  M e e t i n g  S u m m a r y  –  N o v e m b e r  2 1 ,  2 0 1 6

Hawaii’s Disappearing Bird Life with Jody Allair
by Michael Rowlands

The guest speaker at November’s Bird Study Group 
meeting was Jody Allair from Bird Studies Canada 

(BSC). Jody, who has spoken to our group several times 
before, coordinates BSC’s Bird Science and Environmental 
Education Program, the Ontario Nocturnal Owl Survey, 
and the Southern Ontario Forest Birds at Risk Program. He 
has also been a tour guide for nine years with Eagle-Eye 
Tours and has conducted small groups of birders on tours 
of Alberta’s dinosaur country, the Canadian Rockies, New 
Zealand, Trinidad and Tobago, and Hawaii. The topic of 
his talk to us was entitled: “The Rarest Birds on Earth: The 
Story of Hawaii’s Disappearing Bird Life,” based on his 
experiences birding there. For anyone wanting to go, he 
claims it’s a very accessible and safe place for birding.

While most people think of Hawaii as a paradise of lush 
rainforests, beautiful beaches and striking natural beauty, 
he shocked us by saying it’s also the bird extinction capital 

of the world! Of 37 endemic 
species, 33 are endangered and 
two may become extinct!

Hawaii is blessed with a myriad 
of nectar-producing plants and 
the birds have evolved alongside 
these plants, especially the 
Honeycreepers, which have 
adapted into many diverse forms, 
all emanating from one original 
species, the Asian Rosefinch.

The threats to Hawaiian birds 
have all been caused by mankind, 
Jody asserted. Introduced species such as the mongoose, 
pigs, and arboreal rats are all known to eat birds’ eggs in the 
wild. Loss of natural lands to human housing, lumbering 
(earlier), and farming have reduced viable habitats for 
birds. On Hawaii’s Big Island, the ohi’a wilt fungus is also 
killing the forest habitat and hikers there must clean their 
boots to avoid spreading the fungus to other areas.
Most significantly, mosquitoes from Asia that carry avian 
malaria have been killing off many species below 4500 
feet of altitude in all the islands; as the climate warms 
worldwide, mosquitoes will eventually reach higher 
altitudes and threaten the birds that live there, too. It’s a 
grim scenario.
Fortunately, this area of the world may now get more 
attention as Hawaii has just officially been added to the 
American Birding Association’s North American list. 

Jody Allair at the BSG, 21 Nov. 
2016 - photo Mike Rowlands.

Maui Parrotbill,  Waikamoi Preserve, Maui - 6 Nov. 2014 - photo Jim Denny.
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Birders coming to Hawaii to increase their life lists will 
increase awareness of the extinctions in progress and some 
disasters may be averted. Jody mused that we need to have 
a grieving process for extinct birds as he showed us many 
pictures of stuffed gone-forever Hawaiian birds in the 
collections at Toronto’s Royal Ontario Museum.

He then took us on a pictorial tour of the various islands 
to show us birds that you can see there. Oahu, for instance, 
famous for Honolulu’s picturesque Waikiki Beach and 
Diamond Head State Monument, is home to the White 
Tern, Bristle-thighed Curlew, and the endemic ‘Elepaio, 
a monarch flycatcher. Maui, site of the 10,000-foot-high 
volcano, Haleakala, which Jody calls “heaven” for its 
phenomenal views of sunrises and sunsets, has good 
populations of rare birds in the Waikamoi Preserve in 
the east Maui wilderness. The ‘Akohekohe or Crested 
Honeycreeper is only found now on Maui and is critically 
endangered. The Maui Parrotbill or Kiwikiu has a world 
population of less than 500 individuals. The endangered 
Akiapola’au has a long upper curved bill that lets it feed 
on nectar in flowers with similar shapes. The Po’ouli or 
Black-faced Honeycreeper was not discovered until 1973 
and is suffering because the understory of the forests in 
east Maui, where it forages for ground snails, has been 
eradicated by wild pigs. Captive breeding efforts have 
failed for this species and it has not been seen in the wild 
since 2004.

The Big Island (Hawaii) has two giant active volcanoes 
of 14,000 feet elevations connected by a saddle of forest 
habitat and is home to the only hawk native to the Hawaiian 
island, the ‘io. Also found there is the Nene or Hawaiian 
Goose – reminiscent of a Canada Goose but with fancy neck 
ruffles – it’s Hawaii’s official state bird and a conservation 
success. The best birding here is above the “malaria line” at 
higher elevations such as in Mount Akaya State Park, home 
of the Palila Honeycreeper. Also there once, but now driven 
to extinction by mosquitoes, were Kona Grosbeaks, whose 
tough bills were able to crack small sandalwood nuts, and 
whose preserved skins show a permanent powdery residue 

on their bills from all the nuts they have cracked. The 
‘Alala or Hawaiian Crow is extinct in the wild but a captive 
breeding program is in place and releases to the wild are 
imminent as this report is being written!

The Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge is a place 
where Jody says you can experience Hawaii as it used to 
be! It has a tropical forest of 1,000-year-old flowering ohi’a 
trees, sacred to the native elders, and was set up as a refuge 
to protect its native songbirds. Some of its residents are the 
‘Apapane (a red honeycreeper with bright crimson feathers 
and black wings), the Hawaii ‘Elepaio (a small flycatcher 
that lives as long as 23 years), and the tiny, brilliant orangey-
red ‘Akepa. The saddle area between the two volcanoes 
has a koa forest of eucalyptus-like trees that is home to 
the very interesting ‘Akiapola’au, a yellow honeycreeper 
with a long, oversized decurved upper mandible and a short 
woodpecker-like lower mandible. Jody calls it an “insane 
bird bill” because there are separate hinges for the upper 
and lower mandibles and it can actually clean its lower bill 
with the curved upper bill! 

On Kauai, the oldest of the Hawaiian islands, whose 
volcanic mountains are now worn down to heights of 
only 4,800 feet, you will find Waimea Canyon State Park 
where you can see Laysan Albatrosses and White- and 
Red-tailed Tropic Birds at close range. The most beautiful 
spot, Jody claims, is the Alaka’i Wilderness Preserve or 
Alaka’i Swamp, which is a unique high-altitude alpine 
bog and wet montane forest that receives 460 inches of 
rainfall every year! Unfortunately, this area is where the 
bird extinctions are most active and visible. Populations are 
severely plummeting for the ‘Anianiau (a tiny warbler-like 
honeycreeper), the ‘Akeke’e (a crossbill), the ‘Akikiki (or 
Kauai Creeper), and the Puaiohi (a small thrush-like bird 
like our Louisiana Waterthrush that has survived rats and 
even hurricanes that deleafed every tree in the forests by 
living in the deep ravines of the island). Already extinct 
from this area are the Akioaloa (due partly to collectors), 
O’u (a honeycreeper with a specialized bill decimated 

Nene - photo Jared Clarke.

Red-tailed Tropicbird - photo Jared Clarke.



The Wood Duck - January, 2017 Page 113

by avian malaria and lava flows that wiped out the forest 
where they lived), and the Hawaiian ‘O-‘o (lost after two 
hurricanes ten years apart devastated their habitat of old 
trees with cavities and the last female – the last male sang 
daily until its death in 1987).

On the brighter side of things is the Kaua’i Forest Bird 
Recovery Project (KFBRP), whose website’s posted mission 
statement is “to promote knowledge, appreciation, and 
conservation of Kauai’s native forest birds.” This group of 
individuals, under the leadership of biologist Dr. Lisa “Cali” 
Crampton, is dedicated to helping the recovery of wild 
populations of the Puaiohi, ‘Akikiki, and ‘Akeke’e. Their 
strategies include predator control (use of “humane” multiple-
action bait traps that attract rats and instantly kill them with 

carbon dioxide-activated plungers), ungulate and weed control 
(use of fences to keep out non-native feral pigs; treatment of 
weeds with approved materials), mosquito control (through 
natural larvacides and introduction of infertile mosquitoes), 
and captive propagation programs (in cooperation with 
other organizations such as the San Diego Zoo). Jody visited 
the KFBRP on his last birding tour to Hawaii and greatly 
admires their work; he encouraged those in the audience to 
donate funds to help with their research and brought along a 
collection box to accept donations. His passion for helping to 
protect these birds was plainly visible.

After Jody answered a few questions from the audience, 
Bruce Mackenzie thanked him for his motivating and 
inspiring talk and presented him with an honorarium, 
which Jody immediately said he would donate to KFBRP! 
For those who were not at the meeting or were there but 
not able to make a cash donation that evening, you can 
find more information and a link for donating funds to help 
KFBRP at this URL: www.kauaiforestbirds.org. Let’s hope 
their work will slow down – and perhaps stop – some of 
the recent bird extinction that has been taking place in this 
isolated paradise.

Puaiohi (juvenile), 20 October 2008 - photo Jim Denny.

Barry’s Birds

This Snow Bunting was 
perched on a fencepost on 
Fallsview Road in Flamborough 
last winter. It held a kernel of 
corn in it’s beak.

Pen and ink drawing by Barry 
Coombs. www.barrycoombs.ca
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Protect, Connect and Restore Natural Spaces in Hamilton and Burlington
by Bronwen Tregunno

At our November 14th general meeting, Jen Baker gave an 
inspiring overview of highlights and lesson’s learned in her 

role as Coordinator of the HNC’s Land Trust program. Inclusive 
community involvement, communication and volunteer 
commitment are key to successes made, as well as the support of 
our members, partners, and generous donors. With her signature 
warmth and humour, Jen shared stories about what it takes to 
bring nature into our Hamilton urban spaces.

First Jen gave us an update on our sanctuaries which now number 
eight with 391 acres protected. Our newest property is within 
the Beverly Swamp in Flamborough – adjacent to the Mary & 
Thomas Young Sanctuary – which, although “land locked” is one 
more space for the birds and wildlife in this important wetland! 
Another recent acquisition is the beautiful Dutka-Buchin Nature 
Sanctuary (see November 2016 Wood Duck) in Sassafras Woods 
off of Waterdown Road, that is within the Cootes to Escarpment 
Ecopark (C2E) System. This was a very important purchase 
because it makes us a full land owner in this wonderful network. 
There is a trail through the property that connects to the CUMIS 
Group land off the North Service Road, just east of Waterdown 
Road. When you go there, rest awhile on the beautiful memorial 
bench as you enjoy the hardwoods and ravine. 

Jen reminded us that the Pleasant Valley portion of the C2E 
network still needs to be paid off before more purchases can 
be made. The good news is that our donations will be doubly 
rewarded because the Heather & Ross Hamlin Fund at Hamilton 
Community Foundation is matching our donation dollars. People 
can give online through the crowdfunding campaign http://
chim.pn/29oqNTF or you can mail a cheque to the HNC address 
to Jen’s attention. Please make the cheque out to “Conservation 
Halton Foundation” and note that it’s for Pleasant View lands. You 
can also mail to Conservation Halton, attention Brian Hobbs, at 

2596 Britannia Road 
West, Burlington 
Ontario L7P 0G3.

For HNC members, it’s 
exciting and rewarding 
to be part of the 
sanctuary preservation 
process. When we 
think of the natural 
areas we’ve protected, 
we think of quiet 
woods far away from 

skyscrapers and gridlocked streets. We see the huge Eastern 
Hemlocks and Tulip Trees along the stream at Spooky Hollow 
or the flowering meadows and ponds of Amaolo. However, the 
need to bring pockets of nature into the cement nooks and brick 
crannies of our urban spaces is just as important. Both people 
and wildlife benefit from a native flower garden, Burr Oaks and 
native maples, whether they’re passing through or making their 

home in Hamilton. Children get to experience nature along their 
way to school and in their playgrounds. Through two partnered 
projects, Trees Please and Pollinator Paradise, Jen and teams of 
staff and volunteers are working to provide these green spaces.

A while ago some Hamilton residents noticed Jen and volunteers 
working on urban naturalization projects at Lands Inlet. They 
asked “Where are the Monarchs and what can we do to help?”. 
This got Jen and others at HNC and Environment Hamilton 
(EH) thinking about just what they could do. And so, the 
Pollinator Paradise Project (PPP) was born.  HNC & EH staff 
and volunteers kick started the program by creating “islands” of 
habitat for Monarchs and other pollinators on public and private 
lands. They regularly talked to ecologists to make sure they were 
on the right track. What’s so exciting is that now it’s taken on 
a life of its own as whole communities want to help. Research 
shows how important it is to get urban residents involved to help 
pollinator survival. Jen and her team keep the momentum up 
by responding to local resident’s interests, needs and questions. 
Low maintenance naturalized gardens provide a variety of food 
sources for resident and migrant pollinators. It helps that Ontario 
has banned “cosmetic” pesticide use.

The strategy for building PPP has three components: habitat 
creation; community outreach/engagement; and, policy. Habitat 
means “all hands to the shovel”.  The PPP team has planted 23 sites 
in eight wards and are consulting on another five sites. Sites are 
a mix of school or school/park combination, places of worship, 

Speaker Jen Baker (left), 13 April 2016 - photo Bruce Mackenzie and 
(right) author Bronwen Tregunno.

Where are the Monarrchs and what can we do?

Raised beds on a corner property.
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and community or Victory gardens. As Jen points out, it’s very 
important to make certain sites are well established to maximize 
the potential for pollinators. PPP is looking forward to planting 
at least four city housing projects at the request of residents.  One 
lesson learned is that urban naturalization projects have unique 
challenges that require a lot of quick responses and creative 
thinking. For instance, on one site, a very eager four year old 
accidently crushed young seedlings as she proudly showed 
friends what she was planting. She definitely needs to be steered 
to another appealing task!  Like nature, it’s about adapting. It 
was clear that planting near existing vegetable gardens expanded 
pollinator food source. Raised beds using topsoil were more 
successful than trying to dig up hard, impacted clay. Imaginative 
ideas come from all sources; one young helper started carrying 

rocks over to use as edging 
instead of boards on one raised 
bed .

After residents start to see 
native habitat areas grow, the 
community part of the strategy 
comes into play. This means 
stimulating interest in schools, 
faith groups, city hall and all 
components of a neighbourhood. 
PPP has hosted hands on 
workshops like bee box making, & 
native plant gardening and sales, 
as well as initiating certification 
programs, and awards. Seed ball 
making was one fun activity PPP 

did with residents. I got to help make some so here’s the recipe if 
you want to make them too: one cup native flower seeds, (HNC 
gets seed from St Williams Nursery & Ecology Centre http://

stwilliamsnursery.com), one cup of topsoil, five cups potters clay 
- from a pottery store, then add just enough water to make the 
clay mixture bond, like cookie dough mixture. Roll into small 
balls by hand and let air dry – they dry hard enough to carry in a 
baggie. They are wonderful to hand out at events like Art Crawl 
to encourage folks to toss along trails in places where native 
plants might grow and help pollinators.

At Hess School, which is an inner-city school with many new 
immigrant families, PPP started a garden. And of course the 
children had a lot to say about to get it growing. Tours to an 

urban city farm helped the children see the connection between 
food production and pollinators. New Canadians helped lighten 
the load while showing off farming skills brought from their 
homeland. Teachers were very supportive too, especially as 
the activity worked into the school curriculum. Interpretive 
signage serves to educate and spread the word about how critical 
consistent stewardship is. One ward councillor supported a 
planting along a pipeline trail and out of that activity the Crown 
Point Gardening Club began. This past summer, gardeners in 
this club planted more spaces along the pipeline trail. Bev Wagar 
was the community champion in this work and she continues to 
offer workshops along with great leadership.

Sometimes it is difficult to get neighbours to understand that 
your ‘messy’ garden is better for nature especially when they’re 
are used to mowed lawns and trimmed hedges.  Again, signs 
inform, such as “We’re feeding Pollinators”. You can also get a 
sign to inform city staff where not to mow! Recognition programs 
like the Monarch Award promote biodiversity and sustainability. 
This award started with the idea that alternative gardens needed 
to be recognized especially those that support pollinators. It is 
organized by staff of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club (Jen) and 
Environment Hamilton, with volunteers of the HNC, RBG and 
Crown Point Garden Club members, all expert gardeners.

As Jen relates, “the 
goals of the award are 
to: raise awareness of 
the importance of bio-
diversity and the inter-
connected web of life 
in healthy gardens; 
challenge the dominant 
vision-centred aesthetic 
in garden design with 
one that acknowledges 
scent, sound, and touch; 
promote creativity and 
personal expression in 

garden design, free of the constraints of conventional, human-
centered aesthetic “rules”; and to promote the social value 
of sustainable gardens as points of collective awareness, 
neighbourhood cohesion, and community resiliency in the face 
of climate change.”  PPP plans to expand the program to all the 

Planting flowers next to Victory 
vegetable gardens helps 

pollinators

Bee box building.

Hess Street School  garden planting.

Signage to keep the mowers and weed-
whackers away.
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wards to connect the pollinator corridor.

The community aspect is proving a most positive experience. 
People are saying inspiring things, such as student Ayrek, 
“Pollinators help the earth and, news flash, we need the earth.  No 
earth no us!”  Teacher Joachim Vallentin said that “Our students 
are looking for projects that are meaningful. The PPP supplies 
the school with the challenge of promoting native species in our 
city and neighbourhood.”  Candi Veening, a landscape designer 
said simply, “It makes people happy to see things moving in the 
wind, bees, butterflies.”  Isn’t that the truth!  

Building paradise into strategy can be a bit more challenging. 
At all levels of government it’s about getting politicians as well 
as city staff to change their thinking when amending planning 
documents such as the Official Plan. Key decision makers are 
asked to pledge support for pollinator habit. Jen coined the 
phrase “Politicians for Pollinators” at one meeting and it stuck. 
Supportive elected officials hold this title with pride. Milestones 
include a planting at city hall with Councillor Jason Farr with 
signage that he paid for; working with City Housing; working 
with the City Hall and Parks; 15-20 funders support; great media 
coverage; being invited to speak at Pollination Guelph; making 
over 100 bee boxes; networking with other organizations like 
RBG native plant sale; and creating the first Insect hotel. These 
projects will continue and more are planned in the future.

Then Jen updated the audience on the other major conservation 
project of the HNC, namely ‘Trees Please Hamilton’. Again we 
are partnering with Environment Hamilton to study Hamilton’s 
urban forest and determine the best places to plant native trees 
to improve air quality. How can trees improve air quality? First 
they reduce carbon dioxide and produce oxygen. Young trees can 
absorb about 13 pounds of CO2 a year. A literature review has 
also revealed that trees capture over 50% of particulate matter 
on their leaves. Particulates are fine particles that lodge in airway 
passages and impair breathing. Trees can also lower temperature 
in areas that have a lot of pavement and so reduce air conditioner 
use. 

An important part of this project is collecting air quality data to 
determine which neighbourhoods would benefit most from more 
native trees. Air quality data collection is performed by volunteers 
walking – sometime with strollers – and on bikes.  Tree inventory 

is another essential part of the project. Counting and identifying 
trees in target areas provides a representative sample of each 
urban forest stand. This year Tree Please marked the first tree 
inventory where over 1,200 trees in the Beasley neighbourhood 
and the Beach Strip were counted. This was coordinated by HNC 
staffer Andrew Avsec and several enthusiastic citizen scientist 
volunteers. Air quality data and tree inventory was combined 

to create maps using a satellite imagery program from NASA. 
Project members have talked to the neighbourhoods about the 
results and they are interested in seeing the report and being 
included in their revised action plans. They are happy to see 
and do things that will help. One area that could really use some 
native trees is in Good Shepherd parking lot on Cannon St. This 
is a “hot zone” and planting larger trees in this large paved area 
would prove that big projects are possible. It would cool the area 
in the summer and provide shade for people. 

Like with PPP, there are challenges to the Tree’s Please program. 
There are a lot of invasive trees like Siberian Elm and Tree of 
Heaven growing along fence rows demonstrating a lack of green 
infrastructure planning. Trees Please hopes to change this by 
investing in native trees to improve biodiversity. Did you know 
that native trees like Sugar Maple support a wide range of insect 
and other wildlife populations? Bur Oak provides home and 
food for over 500 native species of wildlife. On the plus side, 
there have been a large number of medium trees planted by the 
city of Hamilton. The city likes to plant larger trees to help reduce 
vandalism. The challenge is to make sure these trees remain 
healthy during stressful years like the very dry summer of 2016.  
There were successful tree plantings in the Red Hill Valley 
this year with over 400 trees being planted with the help of 50 
volunteers and Councillor Sam Merulla providing refreshments. 
The program is supported over the next two years with an 
Ontario Trillium grant.

Jen’s presentation helped 
me understand how vital 
urban conservation is. 
For me, it was inspiring to 
see the wonderful results 
of persistent, positive 
energy. So often our 
precious resources seem 
to fall by the wayside of 
good intention. But here 
we see what a network of 
dedicated staff, volunteers 
and an enthusiastic 

community can accomplish. Someone said that most years, 
restoration projects are at best two steps forward and one back. 
Consistent, constructive action with practical, inventive initiatives 
can beat these setbacks. Habit first, and then engagement, as seen 
in the improved health and beauty of neighbourhoods, sends a 
positive message to policy makes. This will help to create strategies 
ingrained with conservation and biodiversity in mind. Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club members are a proud and an important part of 
these projects. More information on the Pollinator Paradise Project 
is on their website http://www.hamiltonpollinatorparadise.org and 
Trees Please on the website https://treespleasehamilton.org. Both 
of these are linked to our own website http://hamiltonnature.org. 
If you have any questions about these projects or what you can do 
to help please contact Jen Baker at land@hamiltonnature.org or 
phone 905-524-3339.

Volunteers collecting air quality data.

Tree planting in Red Hill Valley.
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Gray Jay – Canada’s National Bird?
With Canada’s 150th anniversary this year, the Royal Canadian 

Geographic Society took note that although we have a national 
anthem, a national tree, two national animals, two national sports, 
there was no national bird. That had to be rectified.

The Department of Canadian Heritage, the official government 
keeper of symbols, could not explain this omission. Neither could 
ornithologists, nor the editor of Canadian Geographic magazine, 
Aaron Kylie. So the Royal Canadian Geographic Society, which 
publishes this magazine, saw a chance for some nice publicity, and 
took up the two-year task of selecting a national bird. A website was 
set up where Canadians could vote for their favorite bird. However, 
the Society did not promise to necessarily heed the winning species. 
Instead, a panel of experts was given the final say.

Prominent Canadian writers championed their favorites in the 
magazine’s pages, and the contest became a popular topic. The 
Society even staged a public debate in September, with naturalists 
and Canada’s poet laureate, George Elliott Clarke, each backing a 
species.

And then came the big reveal. The proposed Canadian national bird 
would be the Gray Jay. This despite the Common Loon and Snowy 
Owl finishing ahead of  the jay in the 50,000 public votes cast (Gray 
Jay came third). Mr. Kylie, the editor of Canadian Geographic, said 
that the Common Loon and the Snowy Owl were excluded from 

final consideration as they were already used as symbols by the 
provinces of Ontario and Quebec, respectively.

However, the magazine’s proposal has met with a cool reception 
from officialdom. “At this time, the Government of Canada is not 
actively considering proposals to adopt a bird as a national symbol,” 
wrote Pierre-Olivier Herbert, the press secretary for Heritage 
Minister Mélanie Joly. 

There is now a concerted effort among several ornithologists, 
pushing to get a Gray Jay bill through Parliament somehow. Perhaps 
this is something the HNC can get behind. It would be great if the 
Gray Jay was formally announced as our national bird on 1 July 
2017 on Canada’s 150th anniversary - editor.

Gray Jay – Our New National Bird?
by June Hitchcox

Canada may have a new National bird! Some years 
ago, the province of Ontario chose the Common 

Loon, and other provinces chose various birds, but 
Canada did not have a National bird. Now the Gray Jay 
– one of the best known, smartest, and popular of the 
northern birds – may be that species.

In Ontario, although rarely seen south of Lake Simcoe, 
Gray Jays regularly breed as far south as Buckhorn 
and Petroglyphs Provincial Park, becoming more common 
northwards through Algonquin Provincial Park, and to the 
northern tree line on the Hudson Bay coast. They breed in cool 
northern woods, bogs, spruce and fir forests. 

Now known as the Gray Jay, it was known as the Canada Jay (1934-
1980) and earlier as the Whiskey-Jack, the latter name from the 
Ojibwe Indians calling it wis-ka-chon. This fluffy jay is a bit larger 
than an American Robin (11 ½”long); black patch across the back of 
the head; grey with a whitish forehead; long tail; short beak; no crest. 
It suggests a huge, over-grown chickadee. When flying, there are a 
few strong flaps followed by long glides. It will sometimes perch 
conspicuously on tree tops. 

Gray Jays eat insects, berries, fruit, mice, birds’ eggs, pieces of 
meat, mushrooms etc. and store much of these foods behind 

flakes of bark, under tufts of lichen, among coniferous 
needles, in tree forks. They glue the food with a sticky 
coating that they can produce to keep it together and 
in place. They rely on this cached food to see them 
through the cold winter. 

It is an early breeder – late February to April – feeding 
the young with their food cache. Breeding pairs allow 

non-breeders to feed their fledglings but not their nestlings. The 
young are very different looking, dark slate grey. The dominant 
sibling eventually wins to stay and the expelled siblings try to 
join other pairs which have no young of their own. 

These jays are curious, bold, trusting, quite tame. They will 
rob food from picnic tables; enter tents; pry open containers! 
Usually quiet, they have a soft “whee-ah” and a harsh, rapid 
“cha-cha-cha-cha” when mobbing predators. They are also able 
to imitate voices of other birds. They are rarely alone but in pairs 
or small groups. They need freezing temperatures to keep their 
stored food frozen as we do in our freezers. With a warming 
climate, southern ones may have to move further north to boreal 
and mountain forests to survive. What an interesting bird – no 
wonder that they are so well liked. 

Gray Jay at Algonquin Park, 18 January 2016 - photo Sarah  Lamond.

See another opinion on Canada’s National Bird on the following page
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A small group of us had the privilege to plant the memorial benches back on 2 September. This bench went on the new Dutka sanctuary property, so 
proudly part of the Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark (something we need to keep pushing). Back row (L to R) Andrew Avsec, Terry Basom, Alan Earnest, 

Kestrel Wraggett, and front row (L to R) Elaine Serena, Augusta, Jen Baker, Peter Kelly. Text and photo by Gerten Basom.

Ontario Today CBC Radio 1 Phone-in Show at Noon, Monday November 21, 2016
“Nominating Canada’s National Bird: A Case for the Gray Jay”
A live discussion on the Gray Jay as Canada’s national bird 
as proposed by Canadian Geographic magazine, based on a 
“popularity” contest with Canadians submitting their choice. 
This is a phone-in radio show with host Rita Celli and guest 
Ryan Norris, a Gray Jay expert and Associate Professor at 
the University of Guelph. “Gray Jays are hardy, intelligent, 
friendly, and a fantastic choice”, according to Dr. Norris.

At 12:14 p.m. there was a caller, well-known to birders in 
Ontario, particularly Hamilton, with a different opinion.

Rita Celli: Bob in Burlington, yea or nay to the Gray Jay?

Bob Curry: I would say nay. All of the birds are good choices, 
but I would suggest that the Black-capped Chickadee is a 
much better choice for Canada.

Rita Celli: Tell us why?

Bob Curry: Well, I think most of the criteria that Dr Norris 
is talking about; it’s intelligent, it’s adaptable, for the most 
part it stays in Canada, it has a huge country-wide range, 
and moreover, it occurs in urban areas throughout Canada, 
except the extreme south-west part of Canada. And most 
people know the Black-capped Chickadee. A local TV station 
phoned up and asked where they could photograph a Gray Jay 
[locally] and I said you can’t. I’ve been birding for 60 years and 
I have never seen one in the Burlington-Hamilton area.

Rita Celli: So that for you, the accessibility, the possibility of 
seeing it…

Bob Curry: Well, or the fact that almost everyone except the 
most hard-core urbanites know the Black-capped Chickadee. 
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From HSA Nature Notes – 17 November 2016

Dean Gugler - Our neighbour’s boy found a burying beetle 
(Nicrophorus sp.) today with lots of Poecilochirus mites on it. Sorry, I 
could not get a photo of the mites. 
Bill Lamond replied - Hi Dean, I think these beetles are afflicted with 
these mites more often than not. In fact I’m not sure I have seen these 
beetles without the mites. Do the mites come from the dead animals the 
beetles inhabit or are they parasites of the beetles?

Dean Gugler replied - According to one of my books the mites usually 
live with the beetle and help it by eating eggs of flies that compete for 
the animals the beetles are burying. 

Bill Lamond replied - Hi Dean, a very interesting example of 
biological mutualism.

A n d  N o w  F o r  S o m e  G o o d  N e w s  !

British Farmland Bird Bounces back from Brink of Extinction
The following reprint from The Guardian (17 November 2016) shows  
how birds can substantially benefit with the cooperation of farmers in 
adjusting their farming practices. Something that can surely be adapted 
in Canada - editor.

One of Britain’s most threatened farmland birds has reached a 
major milestone in its recovery from the brink of extinction, 

figures show. A nationwide survey by the RSPB shows the UK 
population of the Cirl Bunting – a small, finch-like bird – has 
reached 1,078 pairs after numbering just 118 in 1989.

The RSPB said the dramatic rise is the result of a 25-year 
project recovery programme between the organisation, Natural 
England and local farmers in the south-west of England to help 
manage their land in order to provide year-round food supplies 
and habitat for the Cirl Bunting.

Under the initiative, farmers took up country stewardship 
schemes which provide financial incentives for making nature-
friendly choices. These ranged from leaving crops to go to stubble 
after harvest and provide seed food during colder months to 
planting grass margins at the edge of fields to support habitats 
for insects and spiders that would act as a summer food source.

Many other birds have benefitted from the effects of the project, 
including Linnets, Skylarks and Yellowhammer, which are all 
known to gain from a boost in stubble winter food sources. 
Martin Harper, RSPB conservation director, said: “The recovery 
of this charming little bird is a remarkable conservation 
success and shows what can be achieved when farmers and 
conservationists work together for nature. To go from being on 
the brink of extinction to have over 1,000 pairs in just 25 years 
– bucking the overall downward trend for most farmland birds – 
highlights how effective this project has been.”

He added: “Without this action the Cirl Bunting would have 
almost certainly disappeared from our shores altogether.”

Cirl Buntings were once common and widespread across much 
of southern England but suffered huge declines when their food 
sources and nesting sites were lost due to changes to agricultural 
practices in the 20th century.

The majority of the UK population remains confined to the fields 
and hedges of Devon, although the first successful reintroduction 
programme has established numbers in Cornwall, with 65 pairs 
according to the latest survey. The RSPB said it expects numbers 
to continue to grow and hopes the species will return to more of 
its former areas.

But the good news for the Cirl Bunting comes at a time when 
other farmland birds continue to struggle. The number of 
farmland birds in the UK has declined by 54% since 1970, 
according to the State of Nature 2016 report, with 19 species 
suffering a 48% decline since 1970.

Cirl Bunting - photo Christopher Cook.
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A human being is part of the whole, 
called by us “Universe,” 

a part limited in time and space. 
He experiences himself, his thoughts and feelings 

as something separated from the rest
- a kind of optical delusion of his consciousness. 

This delusion is a kind of prison for us, 
restricting us to our personal desires and 

to affection for a few persons nearest to us. 
Our task must be to free ourselves from this prison 

by widening our circle of compassion to embrace all living creatures 
and the whole of nature in its beauty. 

~ Albert Einstein, 1950 ~

The HNC members who attended  the Lakeshore Birding hike on 19 November 2016. Amazing to see the poplars in the foreground 
still in their fall splendour at this late date - photo Kevin McLaughlin.


