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The 2016 Hamilton Butterfly Summary
The Importance of the Summit Bog

Spicebush Swallowtail on Hawthorn flowers at Confederation Park, 31 May 2016. This rare resident beauty was 
found in greater numbers in the Hamilton Study Area in 2016. The annual HSA Butterfly Summary starts on page  176 in-

side. Photo Bonnie Kinder.
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Bruce Mackenzie
“Dew’s Capture” 

Summer 2003
Acrylic on canvas

This geometer moth was observed and painted by Bruce Mackenzie at the Spruce Bog 
Boardwalk at Algonquin Park in the summer of 2003. Hamilton has its own bog – Summit 

Bog – albeit a very much smaller bog, but still very significant. Read about a hike summary 
there, highlighting many of the biological features of this rare place, on page 188.
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Editor’s Notes........
This issue contains the annual Hamilton Study Area butterfly summary. Not everyone’s cup of tea of course, but like the 
Noteworthy Bird Records, a part of our Club’s history of documenting the natural history of the Hamilton area. In case you 
do not notice, I would like to point out that 16 photographers have contributed photos for this summary showing how many 
people are out there recording wildlife. I’m sure there are many others taking butterfly photos that never make the light of 
day. If you are one of those people, perhaps you may want to send in your photos next year – you may have some significant 
records that are not being documented that should be in the summary.
Condolences go out to HNC member Tom Thomas whose wife Sandy passed away at the Carpenter Hospice on 19 
December 2016 in her 65th year. Tom and Sandy were married for 38 years. I apologize for the lateness of this notice.  
Many of you are aware of the passing of HNC Life Member Shirley Klement on 7 January in her 85th year, but I want 
to note it here for those that may have missed this notice. An In Memoriam article will appear in the May Wood Duck 
on Shirley’s life.
Tom Ford passed away on 7 March at the age of 60 after a long battle with cancer. Tom is well-known to many HNC 
birders as he was a regular attendee at BSG meetings and a regular camper at the HNC Pelee campsite each spring. 
There will be an In Memoriam article of Tom’s life in a future Wood Duck.
The Wood Duck cover photograph this month is by David Trumbell who photographed this male on 3 March 2017 at 
LaSalle Park.

The Saga of  the Orange-headed Thrush
by Glenda Slessor

I am a bird watcher. In fact, I’m a world birder, to use the term 
such people apply to themselves. We are an eclectic group, a 

cross section of any element of society you wish to mention, all 
willing to spend as much money as often as we can collect it, to 
travel anywhere. We specialize in areas off the main tourist routes 
to add to our world list of species seen well enough to “count”. 
For me, that means 5338 birds. For my husband, well above 6000.  

We have been over-heated in the swampy back waters of the 
Amazon hoping for Sun Bitterns and flocks of noisy brilliant 
Macaws; we’ve cursed Tsetse flies in Murchison Falls, Uganda, 
while searching for one special pratincole. We’ve been frozen in 
rain and sleet and fierce winds in flimsy tents and thinner sleeping 
bags in the high mountains of Bhutan, all to find  the Himalayan 
Monal, that rainbow coloured pheasant of this specialized habitat. 
We’ve gone searching for the Bengal Florican in the national parks 
of India, riding to the thickets and dense grassy fields hiding who 
knows what predators, on elephants whose wide backs, lurching 
gaits and heavy chain bridles dislocated every bone in our pelvis, 
and bruised every bone in our legs. We’ve slogged up deep muddy 
gullies to mountain tops in the Philippines to catch a view of the 
Philippine Eagle, soaring over the peaks, monkey dangling from 
its claws. It is a thrilling hobby! 

At its heart though it is a lust for lists, for acquisition. And 
though carried out with friends, or congenial birders from any 
other country who have signed on to our group, it is in fact a 
most competitive enterprise. We smile and smile, but if we miss 
a sighting any one else claims, we rankle and stew with a petty, 
inner anger that threatens to spoil any other bird of the day. And 
that “miss” will stay vivid, will raise its nasty burn in the heart, 
through the years.  Really. 

My case in point: the Orange-
headed Thrush. Let’s track my 
history with this robin-like bird. 

We should have seen this 
attractive bright bird in 2003, 
on our first trip to India. But we 
didn’t. We crawled around the 
shrubbery off the deck of a busy 
Hindu monastery for an hour. 
It’s there, claimed O.P., our guide, 
who had glimpses of it hopping 
through the thorny tangles. We didn’t though, not a single flash 
of colour, of movement. Nothing. The dirty floors of the temple, 
the expressionless faces of the monks, the bright butterfly dresses 
of the local women at the nearby communal well, are as fresh 
in my mind today, as is that missed bird.  We did see 400 other 
birds new to us on that trip.  Why does that scene, that experience 
rankle so even today? 

Orange-headed Thrushes are altitude migrants, moving up and 
down their territories as winter and summer move through the 
patterns. But we weren’t expecting to see this bird on our trip 
to Bhutan in 2012. It was early spring, winter not yet giving up 
though the famous rhododendrons decorated the mountainsides 
at some lower altitudes. After a night camping in heavy rains 
beside a thundering river, waking to the prospect of a cold wet 
wade to the lopsided leaning outhouse, dining al fresco on 
soggy bread and cold eggs, we began our hike out of this park, 
along roads showing all the signs of clear cutting for new farms 
spreading into the natural forests of the country. I watched the 
river. But our guide, and my husband, were watching the orange 

Glenda Slessor, Dec. 2013 - photo 
Jean Iron.
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and brown slash of the new farms. “Orange-
headed Thrush” someone shouted. Well, they 
saw it. I didn’t. It melted away in the undercut 
brush, no sign of movement for me. And that 
is the moment of fury. Jealousy. Hatred even. 
This bird is now on Bob’s list, and IT IS NOT 
ON MINE. 

There. Two opportunities. Two misses. Both 
experiences, their sights, sounds, smells, the 
colours, the temperature, every detail as bright 
right now as 13 and 5 years ago. Some hobby, eh? 

Third chances don’t always appear. But then, 
there was Vietnam. After a long and arduous 
hike we arrived at our hotel late one afternoon, 
and I, having lost my passion for a bit, stayed 
back while a few of our group braved another 
mountain trail in the cold early evening rain. 
Of course, they returned with a sighting firmly 
in hand, an Orange-headed Thrush on the 
mountain road. Now I am simply sick. And full 
of self recrimination. It’s all my fault this time. 
I’m a wimp, a quitter and I’ve been paid off 
royally for my weaknesses. 

Of course I complain endlessly at suppertime....self pitying, and 
dissolving into a mass of self blame. For some reason or other, the 
group takes pity on me, and next morning, early, early, before first 
light we are on the same mountain road, creeping so slowly, so 
carefully around corners, studying the verges for any movement 
or colour in the grey mist of this Vietnamese cloud forest. And 
then. I had it. For a few seconds, before this shy little beauty was 
aware of being watched, it was. Hopping easily, head up, breast 
forward in that typical thrush stance, its burnt orange a glow even 
that early in the dawn. Of course it sensed us, and melted into 
the roadside vegetation. But three seconds is long enough to fix 
every detail in my brain. Ahh. Inner peace. All the other new 
birds that morning were baubles, exciting, fun, such a gay happy 
time that morning, all the rain and cold as nothing, when piled 
onto a sighting of the Orange-headed Thrush. 

In 2015, we birded Thailand. Khao Yai National Park was hot, dry, 
with its bird life in short supply. We could find the striking Silver 
Pheasants at roadside early mornings, but the smaller passerines 
were hiding away near whatever small bits of greenery or trickle 
of water they could discover deep in the forest. By noon, we 
were exhausted ourselves.  Hot, dry, pushing ourselves to take 
the next step, to scan one more tree that was probably empty of 
bird life, we gave up, and sat at one of the few picnic shelters, 
planning to doze away the next couple of hours of 40oC heat. Still, 
we mustered the energy to check out the garbage midden and 
sometime feeding station behind the lavatory building. And lo, 
what to our wondering eyes should appear, on the packed dusty 
earth, in the heat of the day?  Four Orange-headed Thrushes, 
ignoring all humans, seed picking, posing on nearby branches for 
up close photographs, as easy and calm as any American Robin 
checking out our front lawns for grubs. 

Orange-headed Thrush (or as one might see a Swainson’s Thrush on an acid trip - ed.), 9 March 
2015,  Khao Yai National Park, Thailand - photo Bob Curry.

“Killdeers are one of our earliest migrants but this individual 
was seen standing over a nest of four eggs last June.”

Barry Coombs
www.barrycoombs.ca
barrycoombs.wordpress.com
LEARN TRADITIONALLY; PAINT CREATIVELY!

Barry’s Birds
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The Larks Explore Behind the Scenes of the Ornithology Department of 
the Royal Ontario Museum 
by Elaine Serena

Have you ever wondered what happens to all those frozen birds 
that Mark Peck collects at the December meeting of the BSG?

One grey morning in January, 
we took the train into Toronto to 
visit the Royal Ontario Museum 
to find out. Having checked in 
through security at the side door 
of the museum, Mark led the 15 
of us through a maze of corridors 
to the extensive ornithology 
collection, where thousands of 
birds are preserved. This has 
been Mark’s place of work for 
more than 30 years, so he started 
by telling us about the collection, 
which includes not only  birds 
from all over the world, but also 
many extinct species. He went on 
to describe some of the research 
that is done by the department, 
not only in the labs, but also on 
field studies in various parts of 

Canada. Mark and several of our Club members have been included 
in the teams that study Red Knots and other birds in the far north 
of the province each summer. Mark commented that ebird records 
are a huge and very valuable data base for research and asked that 
birders post their sightings often to this website. He mentioned 
that some of the birds that we had kept for the museum would be 
used for wind turbine and other studies, if they were not needed for 
the permanent collection. The specimens in the collection are also 
frequently borrowed by artists and wood carvers to study for their 
creations and are used for educational purposes too.

He went on to explain how the birds are preserved for posterity: first 
their skins with the feathers are carefully removed then cleaned and 
put in subzero temperatures for a period of time to kill any potential 
infectious organisms. Next, they are stuffed with cotton and laid flat 
in the shallow drawers of big storage cabinets, sorted by species, 

age, sex, etc. and tagged with 
their Latin names. They now 
look just like a dead bird lying 
on the ground. The skeletons 
are also carefully cleaned…
by a team of hungry beetles! 
Then taken apart and stored 
in individual small boxes, after 
also having the deep-freeze 
treatment. Mark commented wryly that when he first worked in 
the department, the bird skins were preserved with arsenic and 
the whole department was fumigated every weekend to kill any 
contaminating organisms. When they arrived on Monday morning, 
they would throw open all the windows and retreat to another area 
until the fumes had abated. However, Diane Green, who met us 
there, told me that when she worked for the museum, she was four 
floors below ground level…no windows there!

On the table beside Mark was a display case with a Great Auk and 
another with a Passenger Pigeon and an Eskimo Curlew, both 
long extinct, but thankfully preserved here, along with an Ivory-

Mark Peck and Great Auk - photo 
Elaine Serena.

Ivory-billed Woodpecker skin at the ROM - photo Elaine Serena.

Elaine Serena assisting in banding a 
Baltimore Oriole - photo from twitter.

Eskimo Curlew and Passenger Pigeons. This Eskimo 
Curlew mount is the specimen collected at Hamilton prior 

to 1883 by Thomas McIlwraith - photo Elaine Serena.

Egg case at the ROM - photo Elaine Serena.
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A s t r o n o m y  C o r n e r

Mercury, Jupiter and Venus at Their Best
by Mario Carr

April will be the one of best months this year to see planets Mercury, 
Jupiter and Venus. For most of the year, Mercury is too low to the 

horizon and obscured by the glare of the Sun during twilight to be seen. 
However, it will be easier to spot this elusive planet during its greatest 
elongation on April 1. It will appear higher and brighter in the sky above 
the horizon during evening twilight than at any other time of the year.

You can see it with your naked eyes for a few days before and after that 
date. The reason it’s easier to see, is due to the ecliptic or the path that 
Mercury and all other planets follow, which is higher in the spring sky.

It is also the best time of the year to see Jupiter when it is in opposition 
on April 7. During this night, the Earth is along a line directly between 
the Sun and the gas giant. The planet can be seen all night rising and 
will seem brighter than usual. 

Venus also reaches its brightest brilliancy for the entire year in the 
eastern morning sky on April 30. It will be hard to miss if you’re up 
early and it’s a clear sky.

Here are April stargazing events. Most are listed in the Hamilton 
Amateur Astronomers calendar:
April 3 – First-quarter Moon.

April 6 – The Moon will be very close to star Regulas in the evening sky.

April 7 – Hamilton Amateur Astronomers meeting 7:30-9:30 p.m., 
Spectator Building, 44 Frid St., Hamilton. Free admission, door prizes 
and everybody is welcome. An optional food bank donation of non-
perishable goods will be collected and appreciated.

April 10 – The Moon, Jupiter and star Spica form a tight triangle rising 
at sunset.

April 16 – The Moon is close to Saturn in the dawn sky.

April 19-23 – The Moon is close and below the Pleiades.

April 22 – It’s a good time to see the Lyrid meteor shower because it 
peaks under favourable conditions in the predawn sky.

April 23 – The crescent Moon is close to Venus at dawn.

For more information, see the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers website 
at www.amateurastronomy.org or call (905) 627-4323. The HAA 
offers a basic astronomy course for members. 

Mario Carr is the HAA’s director of publicity and can be reached at 
mariocarr@cogeco.ca. Twitter: @MarioCCarr 

Hamilton Community Peregrine Project (HCPP) 2017
Falconwatch Coordinator Position Description

Title: Field Watch Coordinator (1 position, or 2 positions sharing the work) 
Location: Central Hamilton. Duration: 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., 7 days a 
week, 6 weeks maximum, beginning June 2017 (depending on time of 
hatching). Salary: Per diem.
The successful applicant will coordinate the work of Falconwatch 
Volunteers to monitor the activities of Peregrine Falcon fledglings at the 
Sheraton Hamilton Hotel nest and ensure, as far as possible, the safety of 
both the Volunteers and the Peregrines.
Working closely with Senior Monitors, the Coordinator will oversee all 
aspects of the on-site Falconwatch, including: a) positioning the volunteers 
on duty to monitor the whereabouts of each fledgling; b) leading rescues 
should any fledgling become stranded or injured; c) monitoring the 
fledglings for any sign of illness; and d) assisting with Volunteer scheduling. 
The Coordinator must be physically fit enough to move quickly between 
buildings and open areas of central downtown Hamilton. 
Before the on-street Falconwatch starts, the Coordinator will attend a 
falcon rescue training session as well as a volunteer training session, and 
become acquainted with downtown property managers, management 
personnel and locations of buildings. The Coordinator will be expected 
to have excellent communication and organizational skills, be able 
to work long hours and possess leadership skills to act quickly and 
appropriately in an emergency situation. The Coordinator must have 
an email account and familiarity with the Internet to access Volunteer 
schedules, as well as ability with and access to a word processing program 
to submit a brief daily activity summary for updating the HCPP website 
and a comprehensive end of season report summarizing Falconwatch 
highlights. Experience handling birds, working with volunteers and 
using binoculars will be considered as assets. Applicants may be of 
any adult age, from university students or recent graduates to retired 
persons.
Please contact: Leah Schwenger - leahschwenger@gmail.com

billed Woodpecker and other “exotic” species. He then showed 
us a selection of beautiful owls, tiny exquisite hummingbirds, 
spectacular Birds of Paradise, and many more. Perched on top of 
the tall storage cabinets were stuffed specimens of various ducks, 
Snowy Owls, cranes, herons, etc. In fact, a lot of the older and rarer 
birds were prepared by taxidermists for private collectors for their 
homes or cottages and also by other museums and later acquired by 
the ROM. This was not all; he then opened up cabinets of nests and 
eggs, and finally took us into the museum, briefly, to see the bird 
specimens on display and to encourage us to visit there afterwards.
What a fascinating place!  We felt very privileged to have this peek 
into the hidden parts of the museum and very much appreciate 
Mark making us so welcome and giving us this special tour. 

Mark Peck and the Larks at the ROM, 29 January 2017 - photo Elaine Serena.
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2016 Hamilton Study Area Butterfly Summary
by Bill Lamond

This is the 13th annual report of butterfly observations in the 
Hamilton Study Area. These reports began in 1988 (16 year 

gap from 1994-2009) and the 13 reports provide a comprehensive 
report of which species occur in our area, where they occur, and 
on what dates these species could reasonably be expected to occur.
The 2016 butterfly year in the Hamilton Study Area was fairly 
interesting. The most interesting aspect of the season were the 
extremely late records of several species. There were nine species 
recorded in November with a few of these recorded late into the 
month, providing record-late dates for a few species. While this is 
remarkable, it is just a function of a warming world; these dates 
could be normal late-dates in the world of our grandchildren; 
it seems quite predictable. Certainly the most notable of these 
late-season butterflies was the Bronze Copper photographed 
near Bayfront Park on 6 November. Not “too far behind” on 
“unlikeliness”, was the Wild Indigo Duskywing on 18 November 
and the Common Buckeye on 14 November. 
Numbers of most resident butterfly species were fairly normal 
in 2016. Although naturalists mentioned a lack of butterflies in 
the early season, numbers seemed normal by early summer. It is 
notable that Hickory Hairstreaks were recorded in huge numbers 
in a couple of areas in the HSA. This occasional explosion in 
numbers is well-known for this generally rare-to-uncommon 
species. However, this phenomena was also noted at one location 
for Striped Hairstreak which is highly unusual for this species which 
is almost always uncommon where found. But, it is an insect, and 
insect numbers have the potential to fluctuate dramatically. That 
may be the explanation for the number of Spicebush Swallowtails 
observed in the Hamilton area in 2016. There were no records of 
this rare resident in 2015 but eight records last year. Some of these 
records (e.g. Beverly Swamp) were not really in suitable habitat. 
Perhaps some of these records were individuals dispersing from 
known “colonies”; hard to know.
There were no exceptional immigrant rarities in 2016.  Immigrant 
species in general were quite uncommon in 2016. Red Admiral, 
American Painted Lady, Common Painted Lady, Question Mark, 
and Monarch were not common. Nonetheless, it was a much better 
season for immigrant butterflies than for 2015, as immigrants 
such as Fiery Skippers were again recorded in the HSA after 
being absent in 2015. Common Buckeyes were also much more 
common in 2016 than the previous year. Variegated Fritillaries 
were also recorded again in 2016 after a three year absence with 
four reports in late summer. However, we should not expect to see 
this species on a yearly basis, as prior to 2012 it was a real rarity. 
With global warming, it may however become annual.  
The records below are of all species recorded in the Hamilton 
Study Area in 2016. Locality data for all “uncommon” to “rare” 
species are included except for multiple dates for the same 
locations and occasionally for the same locality from different 
years. First and last dates of all species are included, as well 
as sample high numbers. However, I have not applied “first” 
and “last” dates to species that have likely been “on the wing” 

for several days before (or after) their first (or last) submitted 
observation. This is a judgement call on my part, however I don’t 
want to skew first and last dates just based on a lack of observers 
in the field.
Abbreviations and Symbols
*  — all records are listed (site duplications may be omitted).
#  — only significant records submitted are listed.
+  — immigrant species, non-resident
FO/LO – First/Last record of over-wintering adult.
F/L – First/Last record of a single-brooded species.
F1-F2/L1-L3 – First/last record of 1st, 2nd or 3rd brood.
C.A. – Conservation Area
SWP – Storm Water Pond
m. obs. – many observers
RD et al. – RD,MM,GL,BCh

Black Swallowtail #

Windermere Basin 2 16 Oct L3     RD   

Giant Swallowtail #

rare Charitable Research Reserve 1 24 May F1    AA

Tiger Swallowtail #

Crawford Lake 1 20 May F1    BVR   

Urquhart Butterfly Garden 1  9 Sep L2     MS

Black Swallowtail, 24 July 2016, UBG - photo Michelle Sharp.

Giant Swallowtail, Beverly Swamp Reserve, 24 July 2016 - 
photo Ian Smith.
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Spicebush Swallowtail *

Confederation Park 1 30 May F1    BK
Martin’s Lane, Dundas Valley 1    3 Jun      JR
Campbellville 1    19 Jun    KR
Caleb’s Walk, Cootes Paradise 1  23 Jun L1    SR
Urquhart Butterfly Garden 1   3 Aug F2    MS   

8th Conc. @ Spencer Creek 1    13 Aug    BL
South shore Cootes Paradise 1    15 Aug    CC
Urquhart Butterfly Garden 1    16 Aug    MS

Mustard White *

Middletown Marsh, Flamborough 1   3 Jul F2    RD et al.
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1     16 Jul         AM

West Virginia White *

Crawford Lake
Currie Tract
Twiss Rd, Halton Region
Calcium Pits

 1
 1
 2
 2

27 Apr F
  2 May
  4 May

  9 May

    BVR
WM,IM
     BC

    BVR
Crawford Lake 
Crawford Lake

20
 1

  12 May
 20 May L

    BVR
    BVR

Cabbage White #

Wilkes Dam, Brantford 1 15 Apr F1  SL,KG
Windermere Basin 1 18 Nov L3  BC/EH  

Common (Clouded) Sulphur #
Greenwood Park, Burlington  1  16 May F1     RD
Valens Conservation Area  2  18 Nov L3      BL
Windermere Basin  2  18 Nov L3   BC/EH

Orange Sulphur # +

Valens Conservation Area   1  18 Nov L     BL
Windermere Basin   7  18 Nov L   BC/EH
Hamilton area   1  18 Nov L      JR

Harvester *

North shore Cootes Paradise 1   31 May F       CCh

Bronze Copper *
Courtcliffe Park
Hess St near Harbour

1
1

 24 Jun 
6 Nov L3

  BVR
   AK

Acadian Hairstreak *
Mount Nemo  1 29 Jun F     BVR
Puslinch Tract  2   3 Jul      BVR
Middletown Marsh  1   3 Jul  RD et al.1

Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1   5 Jul      MS
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve  1   12 Jul      LM
Campbellville  1   12 Jul      KR
Lennon Road  1  21 Jul L   BK,JR

 

Coral Hairstreak *

Puslinch Tract 1 3 Jul F   BVR
Crieff Bog 2 3 Jul F KM,IS
Hydro line, N of 6th, W of Westover 3 3 Jul F RD et al.1

Ruthven Park 1  5 Jul NP,MP
Lennon Road 12 21 Jul L  JR,CC

 

Banded Hairstreak 
Ruthven Park  2 22 Jun F NP,MP
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1 22 Jun F    IS
Campbellville  1  25 Jun   KR
Waterdown Road  6  29 Jun  BVR

(L) West Virginia White in copula at Twiss Road Escarpment Woods, 5 May 
2016 - photo Bob Curry. (R) Mustard White at Middletown Marsh, 3 July 

2016 - photo Gordo Laidlaw.

Spicebush Swallowtail, 15 Aug 2016, south shore 
Cootes Paradise - photo Colin Chapman.

(L) Harvester at Bull’s Point, RBG, 31 May 2016 - photo Colin 
Chapman. (R) Ragged Bronze Copper near Bayfront Park, 6 November 

2016 - photo Andrew Keaveney.

(L) Acadian Hairstreak at Middletown Marsh, 3 July - photo Barb Charlton. (R) 
Hickory Hairstreak at UBG, 13 July - photo Michelle Sharp.
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Ruthven Park 63  30 Jun MP,NP
North Oakville 18    7 Jul   BVR
Caesar Ave, Oakville  1  3 Aug L    NG

Hickory Hairstreak *
Glenorchy Conservation Area  13 29 Jun F     BVR
Mount Nemo   1 29 Jun F     BVR
Glenorchy Butterfly Transect K  20   30 Jun     BVR
Glenorchy Old Homestead 300   30 Jun     BVR
Ruthven Park  44   30 Jun   NP,MP
Campbellville   1     2 Jul      KR
Riverwood Conservancy   1     4 Jul     BCr
Ruthven Park  10     6 Jul   MP,NP
North Oakville   6     7 Jul     BVR
Urquhart Butterfly Garden   1    10 Jul      MS
Urquhart Butterfly Garden   1    13 Jul      MS
Hendrie Valley, RBG   1    15 Jul      CC
Martin’s Rd, Dundas Valley   1    16 Jul      CC
rare Charitable Research Reserve   1    16 Jul      JRe
Courtcliffe Park   1    21 Jul     BVR
Cedar Haven Farm   1  26 Jul L         BVR

Striped Hairstreak  *
Glenorchy Butterfly Transect K  10 30 Jun F    BVR
Glenorchy Old Homestead 200 30 Jun F    BVR
Hydro Line, N of 6th, W of Westover   1   3 Jul  RD et al.
North Oakville   3   7 Jul    BVR
rare Charitable Research Reserve   1  18 Jul     AA
Waterdown Escarpment Woods   4 19 Jul L    BVR

Eastern Tailed-Blue #
Glenorchy Conservation Area  1  18 May F1    BVR
Hydro Line, N of 6th, W of Westover 50    3 Jul RD et al.
Ruthven Park 35   6 Sep  NP,MP
Hardy Road gravel pit, Brantford 30  12 Oct     BL
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1  19 Oct     JRe
Hopkins Tract  1  7 Nov L3    BVR

Spring Azure #
Ruthven Park  5  27 Apr F    NP,MP
Calcium Pits  2  27 Apr F        BVR
Crawford Lake  4  27 Apr F      BVR
Lot 27, Conc. 7, Nassagaweya  1  10 Jun L   WM,IM

Summer Azure #

rare Charitable Research Reserve 1  9 Jun F       AA

Lot 27, Conc. 7, Nassagaweya 1 18 Sep L      WM

Silvery Blue 
Glenorchy Conservation Area  6 18 May F      BVR

Variegated Fritillary *

Guelph Arboretum  1 28 Sep F    CEa
Hardy Road area, Brantford  1  12 Oct     BL
Windermere Basin  1  12 Oct    MC
Green Lane, Paris  1 24 Oct L     BL

Great Spangled Fritillary #
Clappison Escarpment Woods  1 9 Jun F    BVR
Ruthven Park 36  30 Jun   MP,NP
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1 19 Sep L     MS

Silver-bordered Fritillary *
Beverly Swamp Reserve  3 29 May F1   BL
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve  1  17 Jun   IS
5th Concession at Lynden Road  1  3 Jul L2   BL
Lennon Road  1 20 Jul F2 JR,BK
Concession 8 at Westover Road  2   2 Aug   JR
Along Valens Road, N of reservoir 12  15 Aug   BL

Northern (Orange) Crescent #
Ruthven Park 1 23 May F1  NP,MP
Glenorchy Conservation Area 1  6 Oct L2   BVR

Pearl Crescent #
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1 16 May F1    AA
Hardy Road gravel pit, Brantford 1  12 Oct L2    BL
Confederation Park 1  12 Oct L2  RD,CE

Baltimore Checkerspot *

Dumfries Conservation Area  1 14 Jun F      JRe
Rail Trail W of Hwy 52  1  29 Jun      IS
Cheese Factory Rd, S of Maple Manor  2    3 Jul   GN,RJ
Spencer Creek S of Hwy 5  5    3 Jul  RD et al.

Variegated Fritillary, 28 September 2016 , Guelph arboretum - photo 
Chris Earley.

Two views of a Silver-bordered Fritillary, underside photo Bonnie Kinder, 
upperside photo Joanne Redwood, 20 Jul 2016, Lennon Road.

(L) Great Spangled Fritillary at the Dofasco Tail, 25 June 2016 - photo Bruce 
Mackenzie. (R) Northern Crescent at Westover Tract, 3 July 2016 - photo 

Gordo Laidlaw.

 (continued on page 183)
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Pipeline Expansion Impacts Hamilton Waterways and Woodlots
by Don McLean

A controversial pipeline expansion project running across 
rural Hamilton appears to have significant implications for 

wetlands, streams and other natural features. Approved in late 
January by the National Energy Board (NEB), the 35-kilometre 
Enbridge construction project lies entirely within the city of 
Hamilton and runs from the village of Westover to Nebo Road on 
the southwest mountain. It is part of an export pipe to Seneca, New 
York that feeds off the recently expanded Enbridge Line 9 and runs 
143 kilometres down the peninsula, past Smithville and across the 
Niagara River just above the falls.

The project will replace an existing 12-inch pipe with a new 20-
inch one. The old pipe will be left in the ground despite objections 
of Hamilton City Council. The NEB decision notes that “the existing 
Line 10 pipeline route crosses 23 wetland units and a total of 69 
watercourse crossings. The pipeline is located within the Spencer 
Creek, Grand River and Niagara River watersheds.” It also notes 
that the current project “is under 40 km in length. It therefore is not 
considered a designated project under the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA 2012) and as a result does not require a 
CEAA 2012 environmental assessment.”

A new right-of-way across farmland and natural areas will be used for 
nearly one-third of the project in order to avoid several golf courses 
whose disruption will be more costly to Enbridge than crossing 
foodlands. The project has sparked demonstrations in Hamilton that 
have mainly focused on climate change and indigenous rights, but 
the recent approval decision of the National Energy Board reveals 
the project has other environmental impacts.

That decision reviews an environmental assessment done for the 
company, but the shift of such oversight to the NEB by the Stephen 
Harper government has been criticized as inappropriate because 
the Board members are mainly drawn from the oil and gas industry 
and consequently have limited environmental knowledge. The 
decision states that “the Board finds that with the implementation of 
Enbridge’s environmental protection procedures and mitigation and 
the Board’s conditions, the project is not likely to cause significant 
adverse environmental effects.”

Other quotes from the 145 page decision suggest that others may 
disagree with this prediction:

“The total footprint of the replacement Line 10 pipeline is 167 ha 
consisting of 28 ha for new easement and 139 ha for temporary 
workspace.”

“Construction of the replacement Line 10 pipeline will result in 
disturbance of approximately 16.6 ha of native vegetation including 
of approximately 14.9 ha of treed land and 5.9 ha of wetland areas.”

“The Replacement Line 10 Pipeline route crosses four watersheds, 
three sub-watersheds and approximately 64 watercourses. The 
watercourses include: West Spencer Creek, Big Creek, and 
tributaries to West Spencer Creek, Big Creek, the Welland River 
and Twenty Mile Creek.”

“Two Environmentally Significant Areas, including Westover 
Southwest Complex and Rockton Northeast Woodlot, fall within 

the boundaries of the LSA and 
generally overlap woodlands.” 

The decision defines LSA as follows: 
“The Local Study Area (LSA) – the 
area within which mainly direct effects 
of the Project on the local environment 
are expected to occur.”

“The construction ROW will be 
approximately 33 m wide. This will 
include approximately 10 m of new permanent easement, with an 
additional 23 m of temporary workspace.”

“Spring 2013 field surveys determined that 13 wetlands are located 
within the Footprint (comprising 3.03 ha). Of these 13 wetlands, 12 
are part of Provincially Significant Wetland (PSW) Complexes (i.e., 
Sheffield-Rockton, Hayseland-Christie [sic] and Big Creek Headwaters) 
and 1 was previously evaluated as “not significant” by Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) protocols.”

“At the Westover Terminal, there is the likelihood that a small 
portion of a wetland will be permanently disturbed resulting from 
site expansion, however, due to the size of the wetland directly 
affected (approximately 20 m x 33 m), overall wetland function is 
not predicted to be lost.”

The NEB hearings were closed to the public and only heard from 
one intervener – the band council of the Six Nations. The decision 
notes that: “Six Nations stated that consultation has been insufficient 
and that their treaty rights have not been investigated and assessed 
appropriately or sufficiently.” It also notes that the Haudenosaunee 
Development Institute “wrote to the Minister of Natural Resources 
and copied the Board indicating that HDI had withdrawn from the 
hearing process” apparently for similar reasons.

Several local groups including Environment Hamilton, the 
Hamilton 350 Committee, the Council of Canadians Hamilton 
chapter and Burlington Green are appealing to Prime Minister 
Trudeau “to overrule the NEB decision and stop the Line 10 project.” 
They argue “it should not be reconsidered until the reformed 
NEB and CEAA processes are in place, including a science-based 
evaluation of the impacts of this project on climate change, and 
appropriate treatment of indigenous rights.”

These groups are appealing to other organizations to join their 
appeal by endorsing the letter, or writing their own. A petition is 
also being circulated by the groups. Part of their argument rests 
on statements made by Justin Trudeau during the 2015 election 
campaign that the NEB was a broken process and he would 
reform it. A panel has been struck to propose reforms by mid-
May. The groups also contend that the government’s climate change 
commitments preclude approval of pipeline expansions.

“The installation of such new fossil fuel infrastructure is directly 
opposed to the scientific consensus demanding rapid reductions 
in the burning of fossil fuels,” states their letter. “This will be 
challenging, but the absolute minimum first step required of your 
government, and all other governments, is to stop making the 
climate crisis worse. That requires opposing all new fossil fuel 
infrastructure – including both extraction and transportation.” 

Don McLean 2013 
promoting his “ 6 Days on a 

Bike” fundraiser for EH.
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1 April (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. HNC - Learn to ID Raptors. Join the NPH Counter Coordinator Matt Mills at the ongoing 
Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch where he will be demonstrating how to identify raptors in flight. We will learn field marks, flight 
styles and identification tips as raptors pass overhead. This is a great opportunity to get started if you’ve always wanted to help 
out with the watch but first wanted experience identifying raptors in the field. At Beamer Memorial C. A., 28 Quarry Rd, Grimsby.

2 April (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, meet 
at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

5 April (Wednesday) 9:30 - 11:30 p.m. HNC - Urban Walk to Paletta Park. Urban walk from Tim’s through Strathcona Gardens 
to Paletta Park on Lakeshore where we’ll look for migrants. Gentle flat 4 km. Contact Bron Tregunno - brontreg@cogeco .ca or 
905-637-7136. Meet at Tim Hortons at 4033 New St., Burlington.

9 April (Sunday) 1:00 p.m. - 3:00. HNC - McMaster Forest Bird Survey Orientation. The bird breeding season for 2017 is coming 
soon, and the McMaster Forest Bird Survey is looking for volunteers. See earlier hike on 11 March for details.

9 April (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, meet 
at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

9 April (Sunday) 2 to 4 p.m. RBG - Bark! at RBG Nature Centre. How do you identify a dogwood? By its bark! Enhance your tree 
ID skills (participants should be familiar with basic tree ID). Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $20.

10 April (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC Monthly Meeting –  Always Looking Up. Like you, anthropologist and children’s book author, 
and evening’s speaker Jackie Prime is ready to implement change to make our world a more compassionate place. Feeling the 
impacts and experiencing the dramatic social change driven by globalization, environmental change, economic crises, and growing 
inequalities in basic human rights, we all see that people, animals, and the planet are suffering, but how can we implement lasting 
change? Is there a way to regain balance and reconnect? At RBG HQ, Plains Rd W., Burlington.
Please note that this is a change from what has been previously advertized. This is a changed date and the planned April 
speaker could not accommodate the change. However, the weather-cancelled speaker from March was able to fill in.

12 April (Wednesday) 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. HNC - Tallgrass Prairie and Oak Savannah Hike. Join Lindsay Burtenshaw for a hike of the 
prairie habitats near Princess Point, RBG after the prescribed fire this spring. Learn about prairie and savannah ecology and why fire 
plays a critical role in maintaining these plant communities. Contact Lindsay Barr at 905-719-5710 or lbarr@rbg.ca to confirm date.

14 April (Good Friday) 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch Open House. Highlights: Displays and information by 
area nature clubs; live bird demonstration by Canadian Raptor Conservancy; children’s programme with Carla Carlson of Niagara 
Nature Tours; food truck on site with hot beverages and food; free copies of Field Guides to North American Birds for students and 
families. Check website at www.niagarapeninsulahawkwatch.org for schedule of events. At the Beamer Memorial C. A., Grimsby.

16 April (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North Shore, 
meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum, Old Guelph Rd. In inclement weather, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

23 April (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. to 3:30. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South Shore, 
meet at the Aviary parking, Oak Knoll Dr, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

23 April (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. to 4:00. RBG - The Woods are Alive at RBG Nature Centre. A guided hike to see the birds, buds, and 
animal signs of Spring. A Family Fun event. Pre-registration required. Fee:  Adults, $15, Child (4-12) $10, Child (3 and under) free.

24 April (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - BSG Meeting - Fall Birding in Kazakhstan – Central Asia. Not your average birding destination, 
but the Tien Shan Mountains of Central Asia act to concentrate the spring and fall migrations along a fairly narrow pathway; 
it is some of the world’s best birding. Our travellers: David Brewer, Rick Ludkin and Peter Thoem, were part of a small team of 
Canadians who spent two weeks last September at a bird observatory in Kazakhstan. This is their story complete with insights 
into the interesting and delicious food, vodka as a staple diet item, language challenges and the sometimes rudimentary living 
conditions at the field station. Burlington Seniors’ Centre, 2285 New Street, Burlington.

26 April (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. HNC - Nature in the City. Join Don McLean for this tour of Battlefield and Stoney 
Creek ravines. We’ll be looking for birds of the area (possibly Green Heron), amphibians, reptiles and wildflowers of the season. 
Meet at 6:30 p.m. in front of Fortinos in the parking lot at the Fiesta Mall (Queenston Road, close to Donn Ave.).

30 April (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Rock Chapel, meet 
at the parking lot. HNC VP Bron Tregunno is leading. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

30 April (Sunday) 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Bruce Duncan Memorial Lecture Series. Save the Salamanders Matt Ellerbeck, Salamander 
Conservationist. Hamilton Waterfront Trust Building, 57 Discovery Drive, Hamilton. $5.00 fee.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES  All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge and time. The 
HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating in any of these activities. Please 
assess your own ability to participate. Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. You are advised to check the HNC website (www.
hamiltonnature.org) before setting out, to ensure that the hike has not been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are discouraged as 
they startle wildlife, damage nests, and interfere with the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing your pet and for 
other questions. We also publicize Royal Botanical Gardens hikes and events. Most RBG programs require pre-registration one week 
prior. There is a charge for these activities except for the Sunday Get Back To Nature Walks. For information on RBG hikes: Liz Taylor 
Rabishaw, Public Program Bookings, RBG, 905-527-1158 (1-800-694-4769) ext. 270. programs@rbg.ca  www.rbg.ca

1 March - 15 May: The Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch’s 43rd season of monitoring the migration of hawks, eagles, falcons and 
vultures at Beamer Memorial Conservation Area, Quarry Rd. off Ridge Rd. W., Grimsby. Except in very bad weather, counters are 
present every day from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. EST/9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EDT. Visitors always welcome. Information: Bruce Mackenzie  
905-973-4869, kintail52@gmail.com or Mike Street - 905-648-3737, mikestreet1@gmail.com.

One Saturday of the month, Sept. to May, 10 a.m. to noon, Jr. Naturalists’ Club at RBG Nature Centre.  For 7 to 13 year olds. Gives 
children learning experiences that generate life-long respect and appreciation for nature. Pre-registration required. Fee: $60/child.

6 May (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. - noon. HNC - Fungus Walk @ Ravine Road. Westdale. Details to be announced. Time listed in 
approximate and may change. Check website for details!

7 May (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG -  Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, 
meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

8 May (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Monthly Meeting - Household Pests or Many-legged Guests? Speaker Antonia Guidotti is 
an entomologist in the Department of Natural History at the ROM. She identifies insects for the public, museums and other 
institutions, and responds to general inquiries about insects, as well as giving an occasional media interview on the “insecte du 
jour”. She is a co-author of the ROM Field Guide to the Butterflies of Ontario and was a member of the working group that wrote 
the Butterflies of Toronto. For the last 5 years, she has helped to organize the scientific teams for the Ontario Bioblitzes in the 
watersheds around Toronto.  In her spare time, she is the Programme Coordinator for the Toronto Entomologists’ Association 
and is currently the President-Elect of the Entomological Society of Ontario.Everyone has a few arthropods in their home. What 
are they? Why are they there? Should you be concerned about them? What are they eating? We’ll take a look at the diversity 
of domestic arthropods. This is your chance to see some (dead) specimens of arthropods that you may find in your home. Some 
copies of the Butterflies of Ontario will be available for purchase ($20). At RBG HQ, Plains Rd W., Burlington.

14 May (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, 
meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

14 May (Sunday) 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. HNC - Spring Wildflowers Walk. Meet Fleur-Ange and Dean for a spring wildflower walk 
along the trails of the Dundas Valley. We will be meeting at Powerline Road at 1:30 p.m. (http://deanswi ldflowers.com/M aps/
powerline_r oad_parking.htm ). For more info, contact Dean at dgugler@gmail.c om

21 May (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North Shore, 
meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-
1158 ext. 404

28 May (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South Shore, 
meet at the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 
404.
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Land Trust Manager Update February 2017 
by Jen Baker

This is a brief general activity update from the HNC’s Land Trust 
Manager. If you would like more details, or if you have questions, 

please contact Jen Baker at land@hamiltonnature.org or 905-524-
3339.

The Land Trust Manager’s general focus falls into three general 
areas – land protection, land stewardship, and education – with 
ongoing fundraising to support all of the activities. The primary 
focus at this time is planning for the fast approaching spring 
activities, preparing grant applications and writing funding 
reports.

Stewardship
Vinemount Meadows Sanctuary Stewardship Project 
We’ve received funding to support stewardship activities at the 
Vinemount Meadows Sanctuary. On April 22 we will be planting 
approximately 80 trees and shrubs to enhance the riparian 
corridor. We will be approaching Waterford Sand & Gravel to 
see if they can help with preparing the site for planting and we 
will be asking for volunteers to help with the planting. If you 
are interested in helping us with the planting, please contact Jen 
Baker. 

RBG and Cootes to Escarpment Bioblitz
This exciting initiative is being spearheaded by RBG and is 
meant to gather inventory data on natural lands in the Cootes to 
Escarpment EcoPark System. It will be held Friday and Saturday, 
July 21 and 22, 2017 with Friday being a Scientific Blitz for experts 
and Saturday a Public Blitz for anyone wanting to contribute and 
to learn more about our local natural areas. 

RBG will need lots of volunteer help with everything from 
conducting the inventory to helping with basecamp at RBG. If 
you are interested in volunteering, email bioblitz@rbg.ca. 

Trees Please Project

HNC and Environment Hamilton (EH) have been working 
with volunteer citizen scientists to monitor air particulate and 
to conduct urban tree inventories in Hamilton’s Beasley and 
Beach Strip neighbourhoods. Data has been collected on over 
1,200 trees and  air quality has been monitored throughout the 
neighbourhoods. We are now analyzing the data and finalizing 
the reports to determine the strategic locations to plant trees in 
the neighbourhoods. We anticipate volunteer tree plantings in 
the spring and fall.

HNC has been talking with the City of Hamilton’s Forestry 
and Planning Departments, as well as with Councillors about 
the importance of developing an urban forest strategy for the 
city. The majority of municipalities in southern Ontario have a 
strategy to guide long-term urban forest management to help 
enhance urban forest health and the enormous benefits we 
realize (stormwater management, home energy savings, wildlife 
habitat, improved air quality, etc.). After two years of discussions 
we are pleased to announce that Hamilton will be developing an 

urban forest strategy and HNC 
will be involved through the 
consultation process.

We are starting a Love Your 
Conifer photo campaign through 
Facebook where people submit a 
photo of their favourite conifer. 
Sign up to HNC’s Facebook page 
for more details.

Volunteer Opportunities
There are a few activities that we 
could use volunteer help with over the next couple of months. 
Please contact Jen Baker if you are interested in volunteering.
•	 Social media around the Trees Please project.
•	 Start native plants from seed for school planting projects (we 

have seeds and need some started so that we have plants for 
some of our spring planting projects).

•	 Promote April 22 Trivia Night, seek door prizes, help with 
registration, selling tickets during event.

•	 Plant trees and shrubs on April 22 at the Vinemount Nature 
Sanctuary .

•	 Help with display at April 29 Plant Faire at RBG.
•	 Help with small Native Plant Sale on May 13.

Jen Baker speaking at Hamilton 
Environmental Summit.

Home Thoughts While Away

“Home Thoughts” lead me to no home
No settled life;

But to the limitless lonely forest
and harsh contours

of the ancient New World.
Primeval rock

Jutting harshly through Man’s thin homestead
Humbles the spirit but

Like a good teacher
Spurs one by its steadfastness.

Slight is civilzation’s mark.
New values needed here,

or Old values retested in this crucible.

Ronald Bayne
1953
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Sedge swamp just N of Hyde Tract  2
   

3 Jul
      

BL

Question Mark # +

rare Charitable Research Reserve 1 19 May F      AA

Eastern Comma #

Beamer Conservation Area   2 12 Mar FO     WF
Hyde Tract  15    12 Apr     RD
Lot 27, Conc. 7, Nassagaweya   1 21 May LO    WM
Courtcliffe Park   1  24 Jun F1    BVR
Urquhart Butterfly Garden   1   1 Aug F2     MS
Valens Conservation Area   1  18 Nov L2      BL

Gray Comma *
Hyde Tract 2  3 Jul F1       BL 
Valens Conservation Area 1     5 Jul      BVR
Paddy Greene Rd at Dundas Valley 1    16 Jul        IS
Ruigrok Tract 1    1 Aug      RCa

Compton Tortoiseshell *

Carolina Park, Brantford 1   23 Apr     BL
Riverwood Conservancy 1   3 Jul    BCr

Mourning Cloak # 
Lot 27, Conc. 7, Nassagaweya 1 27 Mar FO   WM

Milbert’s Tortoiseshell *
Churchill Park, Hamilton  1 29 Mar FO     JM 
Ruthven Park  2    2 Jun   NP,MP
Campbellville  1   14 Jun     KR
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1   18 Jun                   JRe
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1   19 Jun     MS
Shoreacres Park  1   24 Jun   RD,CE
Paddy Greene Rd at Dundas Valley  3   25 Jun   RD,CE
Footbridge, south of Cambridge  1   30 Jul     RCa
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1  29 Aug     MS
Ruthven Park  1  30 Aug   NP,MP
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1   11 Sep     JRe

Hardy Rd gravel pit, Brantford  1   12 Oct      BL
Mountsberg C.A.  1 2 Nov L2    BVR

 

American Painted Lady # +
Oakville 1   24 Apr F      NG
Urquhart Butterfly Garden 1    7 Sep      MS
Rattlesnake Point 1     6 Oct     BVR
Shell Park, Oakville 1    12 Oct      BC
Stoney Creek Ravine 1    5 Nov   DM,JS

Common Painted Lady * +
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1  17 May F       AA
Rock Chapel Sanctuary  1   18 May      CCh
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1    2 Jun       MS

Red Admiral # +
Conc 6, W of Westover  1 17 Apr F      CE   
Dumfries Conservation Area  1 27 Sep L      JRe

Common Buckeye # +

Beverly Swamp Reserve  1 19 Jul F     JR
Red Hill Parkway SWP  1 8 Aug F     LM
rare Charitable Research Reserve  2 27 Aug     JRe
Red Hill Parkway SWP  8 31 Aug     CC
Hamilton Beach strip  3  11 Sep     CC
Glenorchy Conservation Area  1   6 Oct    BVR
Hardy Road gravel pit, Brantford  3  12 Oct     BL
Green Lane Wetland, Paris  1  24 Oct     BL
Great Lakes/Rebecca SWP  1  29 Oct     CC
Confederation Park  1   3 Nov     RD
Red Hill Parkway SWP  1  10 Nov     LM
Windermere Basin  1 14 Nov L     BC
Red-spotted Purple #
Limenitis arthemis astyanax
Princess Point, RBG 1  5 Jun F1 RD,CE,DD
Campbellville 1 10 Oct L2  NP,MP  

White Admiral *
Limenitis arthemis arthemis 
Lot 27, Conc. 7, Nassagaweya 1   20 Jun F1    WM
Footbridge south of Cambridge 1   30 Jul F2    RCa
Lot 27, Conc. 7, Nassagaweya 1     9 Aug    WM
Campbellville 1  17 Aug L2     KR

Viceroy #
Dumfries Conservation Area 2 14 Jun F1     JRe
Lions Valley Park, Oakville 1 14 Jun F1    BCr
5th Concession at Lynden Rd 2  3 Jul L2     BL
Urquhart Butterfly Garden 1  20 Jul F2    MS
Hardy Road gravel pit, Brantford 5 12 Oct L2      BL

(continued from page 178)

(L) Eastern Tailed-Blue at Hopkins Tract, 7 Nov 2016. (R) Gray Comma at 
Valens C. A., 5 July 2016 - photos Brenda Van Ryswyk.

(L) Milbert’s Tortoiseshell, south shore Cootes Paradise, 29 March 
2016 - photo Joe Minor. (R) Common Buckeye at Windermere Basin, 

5 November 2016 - photo Bob Curry.

(L) Common Painted Lady, Urquhart Butterfly Garden, 27 July 2016 - 
photo Michelle Sharp. (R) Not-so-fresh Viceroy at Hardy Rd, Brantford, 

12 October 2016, still quite capable of flight - photo Bill Lamond.
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Tawny Emperor *
Ruthven Park 1  2 Jul F      JR
Ruthven Park 1   30 Jul  CC,BK
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1  4 Aug L      NG

Northern Pearly-Eye #
Britton Tract, Halton Region 3 23 Jun F     NG
Urquhart Butterfly Garden 1 14 Aug L     CC

(Northern) Eyed-Brown #
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1   9 Jun F      AA

Appalachian Eyed-Brown #
Middletown Marsh 14    3 Jul  RD et al.   
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1   7 Aug L      JRe

Little Wood-Satyr #
Crawford Lake 1 20 May F     BVR
Dumfries Conservation Area 4   3 Aug      JRe
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1  4 Aug L      AA

Inornate (Common) Ringlet #
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1 24 May F1      AA
Green Lane Wetland, Paris 1 25 Oct L2       JR

Common Wood Nymph #
Ruthven Park 5 22 Jun F   MP,NP 
Paddy Geene Rd @ Dundas Valley 8   25 Jun   RD,CE
Dumfries C.A. 6   28 Jun     JRe

Monarch # +
Carolina Park, Brantford  1 31 May F     BL
Urquhart Butterfly Garden (tagged)  1  12 Oct     BC
Hopkins Tract  1   7 Nov    BVR 
Spencer Smith Park  1  15 Nov     JR
RBG HQ  1  18 Nov L     JB

 

Silver-spotted Skipper  #
Clappison Escarpment Woods 1  9 Jun F1   BVR
Dumfries C.A. 1 22 Sep L2    JRe

Northern Cloudywing *
Waterdown Woods  1  3  Jun F1    BVR
Clappison Escarpment Woods  1    9 Jun    BVR
Currie Tract, Halton Region  3   12 Jun   RD,CE
Sherman Sand & Gravel  1   16 Jun    BVR
Lions Valley Park, Oakville  1    5 Jul     BCr
North Oakville 16    7 Jul    BVR

Dreamy Duskywing *
Sunrise Cres, Dundas 1  24 May F    RD
Crieff Bog, along 7th Conc, Puslinch 1   29 May    BL
Sherman Sand & Gravel 1   15 Jun   BVR
Sherman Sand & Gravel 1  23 Jun L   BVR

Juvenal’s Duskywing #
S of Caistorville 1 5 May F   RCa
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1 21 Jun L    AA

Columbine Duskywing *
Yaremko Resource Mgmt. Area 1  12 May F1   BVR
Crawford Lake 1    20 May   BVR

Wild Indigo Duskywing *
Confederation Park 1  5 May F1    CC
Windermere Basin 1 18 Nov L3    EH

Common Sootywing *
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1 24 May F1     AA
Beverly Swamp Reserve 1   29 May      BL
Paddy Greene Rd @ Dundas Valley 1    18 Jun      IS
Urquhart Butterfly Garden 1  19 Jun L1     MS
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1  11 Jul F2     AA
Caesar Ave, Oakville 1    21 Aug     NG
Red Hill Parkway SWP 2   3 Sep L2     NG

Arctic Skipper *
Lot 27, Conc. 7, Nassagaweya 1    2 Jun F    WM
Lowville Park 1    12 Jun BK,CC
8th Concession at Westover Rd 1    17 Jun     IS

Least Skipper #
Hardy Rd, Brantford 1   3 Jun F1      BL
Spencer Cr @ Hwy 8 4   3 Jul L1 RD et al.
Hilton Falls C.A. 2  28 Jul F2    BVR
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1 24 Sep L2     JRe

(L) Common Wood-Nymph at Paddy Greene Rd, 29 June 2016 - photo 
Ian Smith. (R) Inornate Ringlet at Green Lane Wetland, 25 October 

2016 - photo Joanne Redwood.

(L) Tagged Monarch at Urquhart Butterfly Garden, 19 Oct 2016 - 
photo Bob Curry. Tag is marked TAG@KU.EPN WHR 285 (43.16.000 
N, 79.56.575 W. (R) Wild Indigo Duskywing at Windermere Basin, 

18 November 2016 - photo Eric Holden.

(L) Arctic Skipper, Lowville Park, 12 June 2016 - photo Bonnie Kinder. 
(R) Fiery Skipper, 8 September 2016 at UBG - photo Joanne Redwood.
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European Skipper #

rare Charitable Research Reserve 1  9 Jun F      AA  
Urquhart Butterfly Garden 1 12 Jul L      MS
Ruthven Park 2 12 Jul L   NP,MP

Fiery Skipper * +
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1 17 Aug F     GC
Shell Park, Oakville  1  18 Aug     CC
Kelso Conservation Area  1  16 Sep    BVR
Green Mtn Quarry, 10th Conc.  1  27 Sep     LM
Lorne Park, Brantford  5   7 Oct      BL
Lorne Park, Brantford  3 19 Oct L      BL
Hopkins Tract, Dundas  1 19 Oct L     BVR
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1 19 Oct L   MS/BC

Leonardus Skipper *
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1 15 Aug F     JRe
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1  11 Sep     JRe
Beverly Swamp Reserve 1 24 Sep L KM,BL 

Peck’s Skipper #

Lions Valley Park, Oakville  1 30 May F1      BCr
hayfield, Cooper Rd, N of Hwy 8 90+    3 Jul       BL
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1 12 Oct L3       GR
Tawny-edged Skipper #
Mount Nemo 1  2 Jun F1      BVR 
Hardy Road, Brantford 2  2 Jun F1     BL,SL
Urquhart Butterfly Garden 1 27 Aug L2       RD

Crossline Skipper #
Hamilton Butterfly Count 10  3 Jul      m.obs.

Long Dash #
Lafarge Trail S of 10th Concession 1 17 Jun F          IS
Hamilton Butterfly Count 9   3 Jul L       m.obs.

Northern Broken-Dash #
Ruthven Park 1  30 Jun F      MP,NP
Ruthven Park 1   2 Aug L      MP,NP

Little Glassywing *
Glenorchy Conservation Area 1 29 Jun F      BVR
Sedge swamp N of Hyde Tract 4    3 Jul        BL
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1   18 Jul       AA
Urquhart Butterfly Garden 1   28 Jul       MS 

Delaware Skipper #
Hamilton Butterfly Count 15    3 Jul  m.obs.
Ruthven Park  1   9 Aug L  NP,MP

Mulberry Wing *
sedge swamp N of Hyde Tract  6   3 Jul F     BL
Crieff Bog  1   3 Jul F   KM,IS
rare - East Sedge Marsh  1   16 Jul    AM
Lennon Road  1  21 Jul L     JR

Hobomok Skipper #
Waterdown Woods  1 27 May F   BVR 
Hamilton Butterfly Count  6    3 Jul  m.obs.
Royal Botanical Gardens  1   5 Jul L   NG

Broad-winged Skipper *

Rock Garden, RBG   1  15 Jul  NG
Lennon Road   4  16 Jul   JR
Ruigrok Tract Conservation Area   1  1 Aug  RCa
8th Concession at Westover Road   6  2 Aug   JR

Black Dash *
rare - East Sedge Marsh  10  16 Jul     AM

Dun Skipper #
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1 29 Jun F     MS
Glenorchy Conservation Area  1 29 Jun F    BVR
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1  4 Aug L     AA

HSA resident species not reported in 2016: American Copper, Dorcas 
Copper, Bog Copper*,

 
Edwards’ Hairstreak, Cherry Gall Azure, 

Aphrodite*, Meadow Fritillary, Tawny Crescent*, Silvery Checkerspot, 
Sleepy Duskywing*, Mottled Duskywing, Indian Skipper, Dion Skipper, 
Two-spotted Skipper, Roadside Skipper*.
*Some of these species have not been reported in several years and may be 
extirpated from the HSA.

Observers: Allie Abram (AA), Jerry Bloom (JB), Rick Cavasin (RCa), 
Barb Charlton (BCh), Colin Chapman (CCh), Gerry Chapple (GC), Chris 
Cheatle (CC), Mike Cowlard (MC), Bett Crooks (BCr), Bob Curry (BC),  
Rob Dobos (RD), Dave Don (DD), Chris Earley (CEa), Cheryl Edgecombe 
(CE), Walter Fisher (WF), Kate Gardiner (KG), Nick Godfrey (NG), Eric 
Holden (EH), Rhondda James (RJ), Andrew Keaveney (AK), Bonnie 
Kinder (BK),  Gordo Laidlaw (GL), Bill Lamond (BL), Sarah Lamond (SL), 
Len Manning (LM), Irene McIlveen (IM), William McIlveen (WM), Kevin 
McLaughlin (KM), Joe Minor (JM), Don McLean (DM), Alan McNaughton 
(AM), Matt Mills (MM), George Naylor (GN), Mary Pomfret (MP), Norm 
Pomfret (NP), Joanne Redwood (JR), Julie Reid (JRe), Glen Richardson 
(GR), Sarah Richer (SR), Karen Root (KR), Brenda Van Ryswyk (BVR), 
Michelle Sharp (MS), Ian Smith (IS), John Struger (JS).
I would like to thank everyone who submitted records for this 2016 summary.
Literature Cited:
Lamond, B. 2016.  2015 Hamilton Study Area Butterfly Summary. 
Wood Duck 69: 200-202, 207, 214-215. 
Lamond, B. 2015.  2014 Hamilton Study Area Butterfly Summary. 
Wood Duck 68: 176-178, 184, 191 (a complete bibliography of Hamilton 
area butterflies is given at the end of this 2015 article). 
Moore, H.  1963. 1962 Butterfly Records. Wood Duck 16: 92.
Wormington, A.  1970. Butterflies of the Hamilton Area and Other 
Interesting Areas. Wood Duck 23: 64-65 and 100-103.
Wormington, A. and W. Lamond.  2003. The Butterflies of Hamilton, 
Ontario. Pages 3-1 to 3-30 In: Nature Counts Project – Hamilton Natural 
Areas Inventory 2003 – Species Checklists. Edited by Jill K. Dwyer.
Wormington, A. 2006. The Butterflies of Halton Region, Ontario: A 
Preliminary List. Pages 113-132 In: Halton Natural Areas Inventory 
2006: Volume 2 – Species Checklists. 184pp.

(L) Delaware Skipper at Crieff Bog, 3 Jul 2016 - photo Kevin McLaughlin. Hobomok 
Skipper (pocahontas form) at Mt. Nemo, 2 Jun - photo Brenda Van Ryswyk.
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B i r d  S t u d y  G r o u p  M e e t i n g  S u m m a r y  –  F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  2 0 1 7 

The Corpus Christi Fall Hawk Watch with Matt Mills and 
Spring Shorebird Identification with Kevin McLaughlin
by Michael Rowlands 

The double-bill of two local birders talking about their 
favourite topics drew a capacity crowd to the Burlington 

Seniors’ Centre on a late February evening. Emcee and BSG 
Director Bruce Mackenzie opened the meeting with some general 
announcements, mentioning first that The Hamilton Spectator 
often publishes pictures of birds submitted by its readers on the 
first page of its Classified section. Everyone should feel free to 
send in their best shots. Secondly, for those who missed watching 
the Academy Awards on TV the night before, he revealed that 
the winner of this year’s Oscar for best Short Film (Animated) 
was “Piper,” written and directed by Canadian animator Alan 
Barillo, who grew up in Chippawa and Markham, Ontario. It’s 
about a young shorebird learning to face its fears. 

Next on the program was George Naylor who gave a short 
update of the 2017 Lake Ontario Midwinter Waterfowl Census 
(25,413 individuals, 31 species) that segued into a retirement 
speech and a thank-you to all the “regulars” who have helped 
with the count since its inception. After coordinating this annual 
count of ducks on the west end of the Lake for 26 years, he’s 
stepping down to make room for some new blood. It’s a great 
opportunity for someone to get involved in “citizen science,” he 
said, and make a direct contribution to the knowledge base of 
bird species and population dynamics. He confessed that the 
“Duck Count” doesn’t require a huge amount of work, and is by 
far the easiest of all the bird count projects taken on by the HNC. 
Chris Motherwell has come forward to take this Duck Count 
over so a big thank you to Chris. 

For some comic relief, we watched a short YouTube video called 
“Sh*t Birders Say,” which poked fun at the small talk between 
birders in the field trying to spot a bird, feeling too hot or too 
cold, not being able to find the bird in their field guides, or 
praying a pursued bird will resurface if they give it just another 
minute, ten minutes, or an hour! 

Kevin McLaughlin then took the floor to 
give us some tips on identifying returning 
shorebirds. For those of you who aren’t 
familiar with Kevin yet, he has been birding 
since May 1973 and a member of the HNC 
since 1974 and is our resident expert on gulls 
and shorebirds. He was one of the founding 
attendees of the BSG in 1987, a founding 
member of the Ontario Field Ornithologists 
in 1982, and a member of the Ontario Bird 
Records Committee for five terms spanning 
1985 to 2006. 

Using excellent digital photos from Robert McCaw, Barry 
Cherriere, Bob Botts, and his own collection, Kevin then walked us 

through great views of most of the shorebirds you are likely to see 
in southern Ontario – from Hamilton to Point Pelee – once spring 
migration gets underway. For each species displayed, he often had 
a story about when and where he had first seen it and he shared 
tips on how to separate similar-looking birds, from Wilson’s Snipe 
and American Woodcock, to Lesser and Greater Yellowlegs, and 
all the various sandpipers. He recommends Bob Curry’s Birds of 
Hamilton and Surrounding Areas as the best reference book for 
getting to know more about our local species. You could definitely 
tell that Kevin is passionate about this group of birds. 

Our keynote speaker of the evening was 
another HNC member who specializes 
in raptor identification, Matt Mills. Matt, 
who has a B.Sc. in Wildlife and Wildlands 
Conservation from Brigham Young 
University, is the Social Media Director 
and a Counter/Coordinator for the Niagara 
Peninsula Hawkwatch. He’s been watching 
raptors since he first witnessed a large Broad-
winged Hawk migration over Dundas in 
1994. His interest in raptors has taken him 
across Ontario, west to the Rocky Mountains, 
south into the Sonoran and Mojave Deserts, 
and most recently to Corpus Christi, Texas. His other interests 
include gardening, being an educator at the Urquhart Butterfly 
Gardens in Dundas, and various sports. 

Matt talked about his three months as a Scientific Technician with 
HawkWatch International from September to November 2016 at 
Hazel Bazemore County Park on the outskirts of Corpus Christi. 
HawkWatch International is a non-profit organization that works 
to protect raptors and the environment they share with humans 
through scientific research and public education and oversees a 
number of hawk watches in the western part of the USA. 

Several major flyways converge over Corpus Christi – the 
Atlantic, Mississippi, and Central – making it unique for raptor 
watching. The park boasts varied environments – a river, 
meadowlands, scrub, freshwater ponds, and a hummingbird and 
butterfly garden – and has a large viewing platform with plenty 
of shade that offers a panoramic view of the sky so approaching 
raptors can easily be seen and counted. In September there is 
a three-day Celebration of Flight weekend that attracts many 
visitors. On the first day this year, Matt says 21,000 hawks were 
counted – a few more than we see at Ontario hawk watches!  

First to come through in the fall migration are the Mississippi 
Kites, who set a new North American record of 36,000 last year. 
With them were several hundred Swallow-tailed Kites. During the 
last ten days of 

Kevin McLaughlin, 
February 2017 - photo 

Mike Rowlands.

Matt Mills, February 
2017 - photo Mike 

Rowlands.

 (continued on page 191)
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Fun Filled Weekend for Young Nature Lovers!
You Could Be Sponsored for the Ontario Nature 

Youth Summit!
Ontario Nature’s Youth Summit for Biodiversity has been bringing 
together about 100 youth for this unique youth-led summit that 
allows participants to develop an understanding of environmental 
issues and gain the inspiration and tools to take action and 
leadership in their communities and beyond. The weekend-long 
event includes guest speakers, workshops and outdoor activities 
that appeal to a wide variety of environmental interests.
This year’s summit is Sept. 22-24, 2017 at the YMCA Geneva Park 
in Orillia, Ontario. The HNC will sponsor one young high schooler 
(from grade 9 – 12) from Hamilton/Burlington for the event.  This 
means the Club will pay the youth’s $350 full cost for participation, 
including workshops, accommodations and meals. The youth or 
their family will only be responsible for their transportation to 
Orillia. There will be a free round trip charter bus available from 
a central location in Toronto. For a report on last year’s Youth 
Summit, go to the Ontario Nature website www.ontarionature.org 
and type “youth summit” in the custom search field.
To apply for this sponsorship, please send a letter or e-mail to HNC 
Treasurer, Jim Stollard giving your name, address, high school 
grade, age, phone no. and e-mail. Also give a short list of your 
interests in nature and the environment (75 words max). Send 
letters to the HNC Treasurer at P.O. Box 89052, Hamilton 
ON L8S 4R5 and e-mails to jjstollard@sympatico.ca. 

Dundas Turtle Watch     
                   
With spring just around the corner, turtles will soon be on the move 
again and Dundas Turtle Watch is looking for some new recruits.
Volunteers monitor roads and off road locations and maintain 
accurate records.  Volunteers receive training and are always paired 
with an experienced Turtle Watcher.

Turtle Watchers also collect information about other wildlife killed 
on the roads. Collecting this information tells us the local hotspots 
for fatalities so we can improve protection for our wildlife in these 
areas.  Dundas is home to some species of endangered turtles, snakes 
and frogs and it is particularly important to record this information 
for conservation efforts. 

All data collected by Dundas Turtle Watch will be shared with the 
Royal Botanical Gardens and Hamilton Conservation Authority and 
Ontario Nature. 

In recent years, Turtle Watchers have also been protecting turtle 
nests.  Nests are covered to protect the eggs from predators.  These 
efforts have resulted in more hatchlings emerging in the fall.  This is 
exciting in that we expect to see an increase in our turtle population 
in the future. 

The time commitment involved is approximately 2 hours once a 
week, in the early morning or evening. The work requires a lot of 
walking and accurately recording information on our data form. 

If you are interested in helping local populations of turtles and other 
endangered species and feel you would like to contribute your time 
and energy please contact Dundas Turtle Watch at:

https://dundasturtlewatch.wordpress.com/ 
or phone 905-627-8917 after 5:00 p.m.
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H N C  H i k e  R e p o r t

Exploring the Summit Bog with Bruce Mackenzie 
by Bronwen Tregunno

Anyone who has gone on a hike with Bruce knows how much 
you’ll learn. The January 29th hike at Summit (Copetown) 

Bog was no exception. The day started sunny but quickly turned 
grey with a bitter wind blowing.  But we were well protected by 
mixed woods of Carolinian and Great Lakes Region make-up 
as we made our way from point 12.7 km along the Hamilton-
Brantford-Cambridge Trail. Our first stop was the map in the 
parking lot on the east side of Hwy 52. Bruce explained that 
this was once part of an old native trail, subsequently used for 
the TH&B rail line.  This railway served small communities 
like Jerseyville, whose train station is now part of the Westfield 
Heritage Village.  It’s called Summit Bog because this was the 
highest point between the Dundas and Brantford line. Bought 
by the Hamilton Conservation in 1960, trails, signage and maps 
were added over time. Bruce was hoping we could actually go 
into the bog with snow shoes and explore the raised centre but 
recent ‘warm’ weather prevented freezing.  To avoid damaging 
the delicate bog system we stuck to the trail.   

One of Bruce’s favourite topics is raptors. The other is trees. All 
along the path, Bruce pointed out details of trees that, to most of 
us are a mystery in winter. He showed us Manitoba Maples, with 
their many suckers and lack of a main trunk. Some consider them 
weed trees. They are native to the grasslands of the prairies and 
gradually spread with the aid of humans. They have the largest 
range of all our maples. Trees observed included Sugar Maples, 
Scots Pine (brought from Britain in the 1920s), White Spruce, 
Black Spruce, Eastern Hemlock and clumps of Sassafras just 
starting to re-establish. Adjacent to the trail near the bog were 
some splendid examples of quite tall and very straight Sassafras 
trees – a rare regional sighting. In the distance on the bog, Black 
Spruce were visible, this being one of the most southern locations 
for Black Spruce in Canada. We saw the familiar young American 
Beech trees covered with their dried dead leaves. Bruce said this 
allowed them more time to store nutrients and moisture in the 
fall. It also provides ready-made mulch for the following year 
when the leaves drop in the spring. We see this in beech and oak 
and it puts them almost in a class by themselves, separate from 
pure deciduous or coniferous trees.  Retention of dead leaves 
through the winter is called marcescence and it is usually a trait 
of young trees but we can see it in older oaks as well. 

When we got to the platform overlooking the Summit Bog we 
saw the old water tower platform. Water from the bog was taken 
here for the steam powered trains that ran the line.  Bruce talked 
about the bog’s raised centre surrounded by its moat. This bog 
formed over thousands of years after a glacial fragment (ice) 
was left behind to melt into sediment sunken by the ice’s weight. 
Gradually vegetation established around the edges. Over time 
the remains of dead aquatic plants settled to the bottom of this 
small lake and created a mass of decaying plant material until the 
small lake gradually filled up with plant matter. The dense layers 

of plant material prevent oxygen from reaching the deeper layers 
of plant debris and it undergoes anaerobic (ie. without oxygen) 
decomposition. As a result, the water and detritus soil become 
acidic. A study by McMaster determined there was seven metres 
of peat in the Summit Bog, made up of a network of interlacing 
roots and network of stems. Below it is fine sand, silt and clay 
left by glacial melts. Vegetation that survives a bog environment 
is similar to dry regions because high acidity makes water 
difficult to obtain and nutrient levels are extremely low. Once 
moisture is taken up it is retained through adaptations like thick 
top leaf cuticles and hairy leaf bottoms as demonstrated so well 
by Labrador Tea. Heaths, sedges, mosses and Black Spruce are 
typical bog plants. Some of the bog plants are carnivores and find 
alternate nutrient sources like insects and spiders. Of course, we 
couldn’t see the carnivorous Pitcher Plants and Round-leaved 
Sundew that live here, but the interpretive sign showed us what 
to look for in late spring. We’re lucky to have this bog. Many bogs 
have been lost to peat mining operations.  

As we moved down the trail, we noted bushes like Gray and Red 
Osier Dogwoods, Highbush Cranberries and saw pale yellow 
feathery Witch Hazel flowers hanging on from last fall. The trail 
opened up at the crossroads of Slote and Mineral Springs Roads 
where there was a plantation of White Pines, and a few Eastern 
White Cedars. There, Bruce pointed out a marshy wetland that was 
once the sister bog to the Summit Bog. The peat was mined from 
this former bog some time ago. Today it is a rich wetland in its 
own way, acting much like a nutrient rich marsh with large open 
areas of water with plenty of cattails and water loving shrubs. It 
now acts as a nutrient rich marsh that teems with birds and frogs 
in spring. This spot was open to the cold wind so we retreated 
back along the trail to talk more about the different wetlands. 
Basically, there are four types. Bogs, like Summit Bog, are acidic 
environments, low in nutrients with no water running through 
them. Swamps are shallow wetlands with standing trees like the 
Beverly Swamp. Freshwater marshes in our area are dominated by 
cattails, have few to no trees and have nutrient rich water running 
through like the one being restored at Cootes Paradise. Fens 
have low nutrient water running through them like the one found 
at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve. Like most things in nature, 
there is variations within these categories. We are lucky in Hamilton 
because we can observe classic examples of all four of these basic 
types of wetlands. 

Bruce 
Mackenzie and 
the hike group 
on the platform 
overlooking the 
Summit Bog, 29 
January 2017 - 
photo Bronwen 
Tregunno.

(continued on page 191)
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Member Profile - Rick Ludkin — The Master Bander at Ruthven 
by Elaine Serena

This story is about Rick Ludkin, whom I met about 15 years 
ago, soon after joining the HNC. It all started when my 

husband George noticed an article about Ruthven’s Historic 
mansion on the Grand River near Cayuga, offering tours and 
afternoon tea. We decided to investigate, enjoying the very 
interesting tour and period antiques of this elegant home and 
the tasty tea and scones in the old kitchen. Returning to our car, 
I noticed some bird trapping nets rolled up along the shrubs 
alongside the parking lot. Excited by the prospect of seeing some 
bird banding, I enquired of Tom Crooks about this option. He 
assured me that I would be welcome to visit, but to go early, as 
the nets would be closed around noon. 

Accordingly, I set off the next Sunday morning and found the 
banding lab in the old piggery. Here Rick was busy examining a 
marvellous variety of exquisite little birds, attaching a tiny metal 
band to one leg with each birds’ unique ID number, weighing 
and measuring them, then setting them free, having jotted down 
a shorthand list of their vital statistics. We hiked around the 
property to carefully extract many more birds from the various 
nets set up around the fields and to do a census of all the birds 
Rick could see and hear. I was fascinated and thrilled to have this 
opportunity to visit and to be made so welcome, and to be taught 
about the birds by the master bander.

Rick was born in 1948 and lived with his parents, two brothers, 
two sisters and his grandmother in the east end of Hamilton. He 
attended W. H. Ballard high school, soon becoming involved in 
a variety of extra-curricular activities in this huge school, in a 
working class area of the city. One of the major events of the fall 
term was preparing for the ambitious annual Christmas pageant 
in which the whole school participated. Staff and students 
enthusiastically worked together to produce an outstanding 
show, Rick enjoying being in both the play and especially the 
choir, of which he was a member for several years. He was also 
active in sports, playing hockey and baseball from the age of ten 
and later, in high school, switching to basketball, volleyball, and 
track and field.  
Rick commented that as kids, they were always out of doors 
when not in school, playing on the streets with their friends 
and exploring the natural areas around the Red Hill Valley. 
His parents and his grandmother were always supportive of his 
various activities and noticing his early interest in nature, gave 
him a Peterson Field Guide to the Birds, when he was 10 years old. 
None of his friends were interested in birds, but he remembers 
sitting down to watch a Rufous-sided Towhee scratching in the 
leaves and being thrilled as he identified all its details from the 
field guide. When he was in grade 8, he joined the HNC youth 
group that met in the downtown YMCA and was led by an 
entomologist from McMaster, Dr. Douglas Davies. He especially 
remembers his first birding hike led by John Miles and doing the 
Christmas bird count with Bill Smith. Although being a birder was 
not “cool” when you were a teen in those days, Rick was inspired 
by several keen birders in the Club, among them Bob Curry 

and  John Miles (years 
later Kevin McLaughlin 
inspired Rick to study  
birds more closely). There 
were also other clubs 
at Delta High School 
and he enjoyed his time 
there, appreciating how 
important it is to be really 
good at something and to 
work hard to accomplish 
this, a belief that has stayed with him ever since then. 

He enrolled at McMaster to study Social Sciences, but quite soon 
decided that the courses were too theoretical and didn’t interest 
him, preferring something more practical. In hindsight he rather 
wishes that he had not been dissuaded from studying biology, but 
has had an interesting career path, which started with working 
in child care at the Mount St. Joseph orphanage, mostly with 
children who had behaviour problems. After a couple of years 
here, he was given the opportunity to study, on an extension 
basis, at George Brown College, this new field of behavioural 
problems in children. There was little literature on the subject 
and all sorts of new ideas were being tried out, with varying 
success. He soon became convinced that keeping the children 
very physically active was far more effective than the intermittent 
periods of intense psychotherapy to which they were submitted. 
The children thrived on outdoor activities like camping, cross 
country skiing and wilderness canoe trips that he and other staff 
members provided for them. The  young people became more 
self-confident, coping better at school and in social situations. 
On one of these outdoor excursions, when Rick was in his late 
twenties, Bob Stamp gave a demonstration of bird banding. Rick 
was thrilled, immediately realizing that this was what he really 
wanted to do. He had maintained his enthusiasm for birding, but 
found listing not sufficiently meaningful. He was soon spending 
a lot of time at Long Point, learning how to use traps and nets 
and all the details of migration monitoring. Often his wife Marg 
would come too. They had met at Mount St. Joseph’s, where she 
was a child and youth worker, and later married and set up their 
home in York. They have two sons, and as a family would go on 
birding and canoeing trips all over the province and also in other 
parts of Canada and the USA. 

Meanwhile Rick’s career had led him on to developing a variety 
of creative programs involving young adults with a spectrum 
of autistic disorders. He was especially committed to helping 
those with a high IQ, (Asperger’s Syndrome), and over 18 years 
old, who often did not qualify for government support. One 
of the most valuable of these projects was a housing program 
in conjunction with Kiwanis Clubs, another was a company 
run by the young people themselves, called Manor Personnel 
Development Incorporated. It ran very successfully for five years, 
providing an income for the young people and home services 

Rick Ludkin manning the nets at 
Ruthven, 17 Sept. 2014  - photo Paul 

Nicholson (from the lfpress.com).
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such as lawn cutting, house cleaning, etc., but didn’t survive once 
the government took it over. In 1980 Rick became the program 
manager at Woodview Childrens’ Centre’s programs in Hamilton 
and continued in this role until he retired in 2010. He found 
working with government agencies often very frustrating, but the 
work itself, with the young people and dedicated staff, exciting 
and rewarding. Rick’s commitment to young people extended 
well beyond his work, as 
he also led a scout troop in 
York and still coaches high 
school girls’ volleyball.  

In 1995 Rick set up net 
lanes in the North Cayuga 
Slough Forest behind 
York, to do a study on 
Golden-winged Warblers, 
sending the banding data 
to the Canadian Wildlife Service. Unfortunately the nets were 
destroyed by vandals, but soon another opportunity arose when 
Ruthven Historic Site was established in the fall of 1995.  He 
started banding there to assess the bird population in the extensive 
grounds of the old mansion and the following year began a 
migration monitoring program in the spring and fall. He did 
this mostly on his own, for several years, opening the nets before 
dawn and spending the next six hours trapping and banding the 

birds before going to work in 
the afternoon. The data entry 
involved in such a project is 
a huge time commitment, 
keeping him busy late in 
the evenings and for some 
weeks after the banding was 
finished. John Miles was also 
banding at Selkirk P.P. and 
Jim Smith at Rock Point and 

together they formed the Haldimand Bird Observatory, which 
continued until last year. Together they banded over 100,000 
birds during this time. 

For several years Loretta Mousseau came regularly to help him, 
then Brian Pomfret also joined the team. I had become a regular 
visitor also, by this time, treasuring the early morning excursions, 
when mist lay over the river, spider webs laden with dew sparkled 
in the sunshine and the fields were a mass of fall flowers as we 
did the daily census and collected the birds from the mist nets. 
The camaraderie and shared enthusiasm was infectious and 
delightful. Rick mentored many post graduate students over the 
years, teaching and supporting them with their various projects 
and encouraging them to take on new challenges. Many years 
later he is still in touch with some of them and one summer 
went to join Daryl Edwards on Devon Island studying Snow 
Buntings and Northern Fulmars. For several summers after this, 
he camped with Dr. Oliver Love and a team of other researchers 
on Southampton Island in the Canadian Arctic, continuing 
research on these birds and also Common Eiders, living in tents 
and continuously on the watch for Polar Bears. More exciting 
birding adventures followed, when he retired. 

He spent two fall banding seasons in Alabama which led to the 
opportunity of spending the following summer in northern 
Sweden. Through his Arctic contacts he was able to spend two 
summers in Svalbard in the far north of Norway, studying Thick-
billed Murres, Black-legged Kittiwakes and Dovekies. This 
included scaling vertical cliffs above the sea to band the young 
birds in their nests.  

More recently, he has spent a month in the winter for the last 
few years in Matangwe,  a small community in a very poor area 
of Kenya, teaching students about birds, banding techniques, 
etc., taking with him donated binoculars, field guides and other 
equipment with the idea that this might provide them with skills 
that they might use as tour guides for the increasing ecotourism 
business. Soon the adults in the community became interested 
in the project and also with Rick’s encouragement, have been 
working to improve the habitat for both themselves, their 
livestock and the birds, 
cleaning up the drinking 
water, putting up fencing, 
replanting, etc.  

Yet another, rather different, 
activity for Rick has been 
doing seabird studies for 
the CWS, spending weeks 
at a time at sea with the 
Coastguard Service on the 
East coast from 2013 to 2016.

Meanwhile at Ruthven, Nancy Furber had become Rick’s regular 
assistant and with his encouragement started owl surveys at 
night, setting up special net lanes by the river and sound systems 
to attract the owls. This has been very successful, as the very first 
evening she had owls in the nets. Now, several years later, this is 
a very popular event and several local people come to join Nancy 
on her owling evenings. 

Nancy also has been training to get her hummingbird bander’s 
license, achieving this quite recently and again Rick gave her every 
support to do this. Another Ruthven summer project for several 
years, has been a study of Tree Swallows, carried out by Christine 
Madliger, one of Dr. Oliver Love’s post graduate students from the 
University of Windsor, and her fiancée Chris. Both Christine and 
Chris (married now, with a young son), were McMaster students 
and got their first exposure to birds at Ruthven.   

During this time also, Rick and the Ruthven staff started an 
education program for students from schools in Hamilton and 
the surrounding area. This was slow to get going, but now, with 
a generous donation of funding for school buses, 1200-1600 
students come to the banding lab every year.  

Another person who acquired a passion for birding after visiting 
Ruthven, was Joanne Fleet, who was soon training to be a 
licenced bander under Rick. The following year Joanne was hired 
as the outdoor education teacher at Fern Hill Primary School in 
Burlington. With Rick’s help, in the summer before term started 
she got the equipment ready for a bird banding program for the 
students, and with the help of another, much younger protégé 

Rick and school kids at Ruthven - 
November 2009.

Banding Snow Buntings in Haldimand 
County, Dec. 2016 - photo Nancy Furber.

Rick’s helpers in Matangwe, Kenya 
matching bird to bird book photo, Feb 

2014 - photo Rick Ludkin.
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of Rick’s, Ben Oldfield, they cleared net lanes and set up nets. 
Bill Read also came to help with installing Bluebird boxes in the 
beautiful grounds of the school. Once term started the project 
really took off and soon a birding club sprang into being, with the 
keen students and a couple of helpful fathers coming early to the 
school for an hour before classes started. Since then Rick has also 
set up a similar birding program at the sister school in Oakville 
and goes once a week to 
help the teacher there 
and to be the senior 
bander sponsoring the 
project. 

There is now a regular 
team of helpers at 
Ruthven, helping Rick 
and Nancy with record 
keeping, doing census 
rounds in the morning 
and assisting with bird banding and the delicate task of extracting 
birds from the nets. More net lanes have been added and also 
a special separate banding setup for a group of young banders 
that have been regular visitors to Ruthven and have learnt many 

of their birding skills from Rick. He has encouraged them to 
be responsible for this and they come enthusiastically   every 
weekend to go birding, banding and recording their results 
together: what a marvellous opportunity for these young people! 

Many people visit Ruthven and come to see what is going on in 
the bird banding lab and are always given a wonderful welcome. 
For me and my birding friends this is always a special treat. For 
several years we have made Ruthven one of our major stops on 
our Baillie Birdathon in May and Rick has always  set time aside 
to come with us and help us find lots of special birds for the count. 

Rick mentioned to me that he would very much appreciate more 
birders coming regularly during spring and fall migration to 
help with the daily census in April, May, September and October 
(Hint: home baked treats are always popular with hungry banders 
who have been up before dawn). 

In summary, I have been very privileged to have met Rick and 
count him as a special friend, and I also very much respect him 
for being a wonderful supporter and sponsor for many, many 
younger birders. 

September and the first five days of October, the Broad-winged 
Hawks, which comprise over 90% of the birds counted, came 
through with a peak of 121,000 tallied in a single day! Kettles of 
19,000 – 24,000 individuals were seen. Matt explained the trick of 
counting is to view the birds in groups of 50, 100, or 500 and then 
keep track of how many groups go past as you get used to their 
cadence. He showed us photos of all the usual suspects – Peregrine 
Falcons, Cooper’s Hawks, American Kestrels, Red-shouldered 
Hawks, Swainson’s Hawk, Black Vultures, Turkey Vultures (big 
stars in October), Northern Harriers, Crested Caracara, Harris’s 
Hawk (a Texas specialty), and White-tailed Hawk.  

As a break from raptors, he then treated us to photos of other 
species seen in or over the park: Roseate Spoonbill, Sandhill 
Crane, Snowy Egret, Brown Pelican, Anhinga, American White 
Pelican, Franklin’s Gull, Purple Gallinule, Chachalaca, Amazon 
Kingfisher (only the third record for the USA), Green Kingfisher, 
various parrots, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, and Boat-tailed Grackle. 
Finishing the show were some gorgeous butterflies, javelinas, 
anoles, a bobcat, a fox, a cotton rat, and the final slide was a 
Laughing Gull giving us a serious gaze as if to say, “Did you get 
all that?” Most birders would give an eye tooth for a visit to such a 
diverse display of wildlife. Matt was given a huge round of applause 
from the audience and thanked for his presentation by Bruce. 
With that, the meeting was adjourned – we had once again been 
witness to two excellent presentations from very knowledgeable 
and passionate birders on a cool winter evening. 

Nancy Furber and helpers showing how 
successful the Saw-whet Owl banding is at 

Ruthven, 24 Oct.2015 - photo J. Furber.

The trip wouldn’t be complete without a raptor sighting so right 
at the end of our walk, a Cooper’s Hawk showed up. We also saw 
a Common Raven and a Red-bellied Woodpecker. Both Bruce 
and Laurie Mackenzie filled this hike with rich detail. Bruce will 

be leading another hike to Fletcher Creek this year to look at the 
fen there.  Hope you can make it.

Hike Leader’s Note: Attempts should not be made to travel on the 
Summit Bog other than in the winter when there is sufficient ice. 
There is a natural moat around the bog that can be quite deep and 
any travel on the bog itself other than in the winter can be quite 
damaging to the sensitive plants. The Spruce Bog Boardwalk in 
Algonquin Park lets you take a perfect look at a bog without danger 
to you or to the plants any day of the year.

  (hike - continued from page 188)

  (BSG - continued from page 186)
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Participants on the Summit Bog hike lead by Bruce Mackenzie on a cold winter’s day, 29 January 2017 - photo Brian Tregunno. 
See hike summary on page 188 inside.

Falconwatch 2017 Gearing Up
  

Falconwatch Senior Monitor Mike Street has sent the accompanying picture of 
Peregrine Falcon adults Lily (foreground) and Ossie checking out the Sheraton 
Hamilton nest ledge on the 17th of February, preparing for 2017 activity. 
As usual, the adults did not leave Hamilton for 
the winter, preferring to take advantage of the 
abundant food and lots of warmer spots out of the 
wind freely available in downtown Hamilton. Lily 
and Ossie are expected to set up housekeeping 
in early March, with chicks arriving in mid-
May if all goes well. Falconwatch is actively 
looking for volunteers for both the Committee and the actual street watch in 
June. Contact Mike at 905-648-3737 or mikestreet1@gmail.


