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Variegated Fritillaries at a property near Crawford Lake on 21 July 2017. As many as 25 individuals were seen 
on this property on this date with as many as 50 possibly being present. This was the highest number of this species 
ever recorded at one location in the Hamilton area, possibly the highlight of the butterfly year. The annual Hamilton 

Butterfly Summary (2017) begins on page 176 inside. Photo Joanne Redwood.
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Editor’s Notes........
Hello readers!  This issue I can safely call the “butterfly issue” as it contains the rather lengthy annual butterfly summary 
and there are a whole lot of butterfly photos inside. I count 35 photos from 22 different photographers. I think that is quite 
amazing. Even 10 years ago you might only find local butterfly photos from perhaps four or five people. What a change, 
and what a good change. This can only help promote butterflies and help in their conservation. 

The 2017 season for butterflies was quite interesting with some rarities and some excellent sightings. Many people noticed 
that Monarch butterflies were in reasonably good numbers. This was obviously great news as the wintering population in 
Mexico is rebounding from historic lows. Nonetheless, there is still concern as the wintering population in 2018 is down 
14.7% from the previous year. Being an insect, the Monarch is subject to great fluctuations. In recent times the high point 
was 1997 when the population was 730% higher than this year’s population estimate. The low point was 2014 when the 
population was only 25% of what it is this year. Some might find encouragement that this year’s population is somewhat 
higher than that in 2005. Many factors affect Monarch numbers, some with little ability to control such as road-kills. 
However, there is reason to believe that the banning of neonicotinoid pesticides might help greatly. Europe is taking the 
lead in getting rid of these dreadful insecticides. We can pressure our government to buck the lobbying from Big Agra and 
follow Europe’s lead. And switching to an organic diet can only help the world’s insects. Some might call this pie-in-sky 
talk but I think it is the right thing to do. At least it is taking some action. 

You might want to comment on the “competitive birding” article on page 182. It is a viewpoint that can’t be dismissed. 
Food for thought I think.

The Wood Duck cover photograph this month is by Bob Curry who photographed this male on 12 January 2018 at 
LaSalle Park - apparently a great place to photograph wintering Wood Ducks!

Ancient Memories
by Bruce Mackenzie

I have not visited the Short Hills Nature Sanctuary very often 
over my 40 plus years in Hamilton and that is a shame. So many 

places, so little time. But lately I have been there more. Each visit 
has been rewarding in its own way with new discoveries, for me 
at least.

As naturalists I think we are always wondering: “What was the 
landscape like before?”  In places like Short Hills, we can still 
see remnants of the earlier forest. We have recorded history and 
we can see plenty of examples of forests that have been treated 
in different ways and how the forests have responded to the 
different assaults. These records help us put the jigsaw pieces of 
the time puzzle together.

We may wonder what the new world looked like before European 
man arrived and brought intensive agriculture, permanent 
communities, roads, dams, industry and non-native species and 
new diseases. Some of our forests today provide us with glimpses 
of what the original forests looked like. 

Before I go on, I must mention that the landscapes and forests 
were not only directed by the surrounding environment but also 
by the actions of indigenous peoples and their use of the land. I 
refer readers to a book by John Riley, The Once and Future Great 
Lakes Country, for a detailed and excellent description of how 
the original forests looked and how indigenous peoples likely 
shaped them.

For the sake of hundreds of pages, I will examine just a couple 
of points. First, when I look at landscapes in southern Ontario 
I look for forests/woodlots where the soil has not been touched 
by a plow. The trees may have been harvested, maybe more than 

once, but the trees remaining 
and growing today are likely 
direct descendants of the 
trees that were growing on the 
site prior to 1800. Of course, 
depending upon how the 
forest had been harvested and 
treated since, the mixture of 
species may well be different. 
Some species do better once the 
original canopy has been greatly disturbed, thus allowing lots of 
sunlight to hit the forest floor. Domestic animals, cattle, horses, 
swine, may have been in the woodlots for extended periods of 
time with their selective tastes of different species, and affected 
what species could follow. Hard to tell.

Today, we can find some forests with trees that were growing well 
before 1800 (note: extensive clearing really did not start much 
before the late 1700s). When we find these kinds of woods we 
are thrilled to see the size of the trees and what kind they are. 
Places that come to mind are Short Hills Sanctuary, Niagara 
Glen, Irish Grove Woodlot, and a grove of White Pine and 
Hemlock in the Dundas Valley on the Headwaters Trail between 
the Trail Centre and the Merrick Orchard. To me, these sites 
are truly living museums. They cannot be replicated. They are a 
function of soils and the life in them that has not been disturbed. 
This gets me thinking about the woods that have not seen a 
plow. The soil is intact. The microbes, the fungi, the viruses, the 
protozoa, the invertebrates, the herps, the mammals and all their 
interrelationships are what allow for these magnificent plants to 

Author Bruce Mackenzie, 10 Jan 
2012 from Hamilton Community 
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thrive.  These soils are a mixture of balanced lifeforms which have 
been coexisting in a medium of inert materials since the glaciers 
left. The living mixture is what allows the flora of all types to exist. 
Plants in an ecosystem do not grow alone in soil. They are a spoke 
in the wheel.

On my last visit to Short Hills in late November I was enjoying 
being amongst the falling seeds of the Tulip Trees in a stiff wind 
and seeing the last flight of Fall Cankerworms Moths. While 
enjoying these aerial displays my eyes were drawn to some stumps 
as the Tulip seeds descended. I had not carefully considered the 
significance of these stumps before. I had seen them but had not 
looked. They had a familiar look. The insides were hollow and the 

outsides were weathered like an old cedar rail. The wood was grey 
with narrowly spaced vertical rivulets cut into the wood. Could 
they be…?
Yes, the stumps looked like they were from American Chestnut 
trees. I had seen them and logs from American Chestnut trees 
before in the west end of the Dundas Valley in the late 1970s. 
Their appearance stayed in my memory over the decades. Funny 
how much else I have forgotten. American Chestnut trees were 
used for a lot of things and fence rails were one, for if you keep a 
chestnut rail off the ground it never really rots. Weathers yes, but 
rot no. Beside one of the stumps there was a piece of it that had 
fallen off and I was able to slice the outside grey wood away with 
my knife. There, only a millimeter into the wood or so, was the 
distinctive grain of American Chestnut. Wow!  Here was stump 

from a tree that died and was likely cut down over 80 years ago 
but the wood only a millimetre or so from the surface was like 
new. The wood peeled back and curved from the force of the knife 
as if I was carving fresh pine. The grain of chestnut is something 
between oak and ash. The pores are deep and open looking and 

the wood is a deep blonde in colour. How had this wood avoided 
the ravages of decay in a humid forest for so long?

American Chestnut was a very common tree in eastern North 
America and was incredibly important to the indigenous peoples 
and to our forefathers especially in Appalachia. It was important 
until the early 1900s when the fungus that caused Chestnut 
Blight was first discovered in New York City at the Bronx Zoo. 
To make a long story short, by the early 1930s the story was over 
for almost every American Chestnut tree. Millions if not billions, 
were dead. The disease spread incredibly fast with the wind. A 
fungus accidently imported from Asia took its toll. 

Finding the American 
Chestnut stumps at Short 
Hills helped me put a piece 
into my forest time jigsaw 
puzzle. The chestnut trees 
were likely cut down in the 
early 1930s. I understand 
that many land owners 
harvested the dead and 
dying chestnut trees when 
the blight showed up while 
the wood of the standing 
trees was still fresh. This 

was one of those rare times when one could put a reliable time 
frame on the stump and when the tree was cut down.

Some readers may remember the farm house on the Martin Farm 
in the west end of the Dundas Valley. Think Martin Road. I had 
the pleasure of meeting the elderly Richard Martin in the late 
1970s. He told me that his family’s house was built of chestnut 
by his father in the early 1930s, using the chestnut trees that had 
been killed by the blight. Unfortunately, this house has been torn 
down. In some ways we lost a very important piece of history to 
the species and to the early days of Valley life.

Fallen seeds of giant Tulip Trees at Short Hills Sanctuary , 28 
November 2017 - photo Bruce Mackenzie. 

Fall Cankerworm Moth at Short Hills Sanctuary, 28 
November 2017 - photo Bruce Mackenzie.

American Chestnut stumps at Short Hills Sanctuary, 28 November 2017 - 
photo Bruce Mackenzie.

Scraping away the outside weathered 
wood reveals the distinctive grain 

of American Chestnut at Short Hills 
Sanctuary, 28 November 2017 - photo 

Bruce Mackenzie.
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After discovering the first chestnut stump at Short Hills, I started 
to look around. There are many stumps there. I did not see any 
of great size. This leads me to believe that the original chestnuts 
which were likely of a very large size may have been cut down 
in the 1800s, long enough ago that their stumps had completely 
returned to the soil. This might explain the numerous stumps of 
similar size found throughout the hills in the sanctuary. These 

trees may have started 
their life after the original 
chestnuts were harvested. 

When we look at places 
like Short Hills we see the 
immense Tulip Trees, the 
towering White Pines and 
oaks. We look down at the 
ferns and the mushrooms 
and we think all is well. But 
there are missing pieces, 
important pieces. Lost 
to the effects of modern 
man’s global travel. 

Sadly, the American 
Chestnut tree is not the 
only tree not coming 
back to our lands. Most 
of us will remember that 
the American White 
Elm started to die off 
from Dutch Elm Disease 
in the 1960s. Another 

fungus from Asia. Don’t blame the Dutch, a Dutch scientist 
discovered it but had poor marketing skills. White Elms still exist 
and throughout Ontario there are still some isolated large healthy 
trees. In most areas, there are only small elms growing. Elms are 
susceptible to the disease that is still with us and when they get to 
about 30 years of age, they contract the disease and die. Fortunately, 
they grow old enough to produce seeds so there are always some 
young elm trees, but the elms are hardly ever going to be found as 
a significant tree in Ontario again.

Our younger generations 
may not remember the loss 
of chestnut or elms, but today 
we are all seeing the loss of 
ash trees throughout eastern 
North America. This time, 
the Emerald Ash Borer beetle, 
imported from Asia is the 
pest. We are literally watching 
ash trees die around us and 
sadly they are being replaced 
in many areas by the invasive 
species, such as European 
Buckthorn. Talk about adding 
insult to injury.

Today, we can always enjoy our 

forests but what other pest from somewhere around the globe 
will be moved here and take out another of our tree species.

Authors note: The Butternut is seriously threatened, and we 
narrowly missed huge losses of Sugar Maples by the Asian Long 
Horned Beetle. 

Recommended reading:
The Hidden Life of Trees, What They Feel, How They 
Communicate by Peter Wohlleben, Publisher Greystone.
American Chestnut – The Life, Death and Rebirth of a Perfect 
Tree by Susan Freinkel, Publisher  U. of California Press.
The Once and Future Great Lakes Country – An Ecological 
History by John Riley, Publisher McGill Queen’s University Press.

Short Hills vista with very old American 
Sweet Chestnut stumps, 28 November 

2017 - photo Bruce Mackenzie.

A look up one of the massive, 
straight trunks of Tulip Tree at 

Short Hills, 28 November 2017 - 
photo Bruce Mackenzie.
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James Bay Shorebirds with Christian Friis
by Michael Rowlands

Following some general announcements and some sobering 
thoughts from a recent Bird Life magazine article about how 

thousands of birds are illegally killed annually in Europe and 
Africa, Bird Study Group director Bruce Mackenzie introduced 
our guest speaker, Christian Friis.

After receiving his B.Sc. in Biology from Mount Allison University 
in Sackville, New Brunswick in 2002, Christian first worked 
for Bird Studies Canada at the Long Point Bird Observatory 
for several years before joining the Canadian Wildlife Service 
in 2006, where he is currently a wildlife biologist. The topic of 
his presentation was the James Bay Shorebird Project, a huge 
undertaking that is supported by both government and private 
organizations, including the Canadian Wildlife Service, Royal 
Ontario Museum (ROM), Trent University, Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry, Bird Studies Canada, and the 
Moose Cree First Nation.

Because the southern Hudson 
Bay lowlands are on a major 
migration route for over 25 
species of shorebirds, which are 
in decline (right behind aerial 
insectivores, according to the 
2012 State of Canada’s Birds 
report), the James Bay Shorebird 
Project was established in 2009 
to gather information about the 
conservation status of shorebirds 
that stage, nest, or breed there.
Shorebirds that make long-
distance migrations to the Arctic are declining more than other 
shorebirds because they face so many challenges: habitat loss in 
their South American wintering grounds, human disturbance 
at beach stopovers along their migration routes, predation 
by Peregrine Falcons introduced in the eastern USA, habitat 
alteration by geese populations in the Arctic breeding territories, 
and changing snow, lemming and predator dynamics.

James Bay has been known by the Moose Cree as an important 
area for shorebirds for hundreds of years. Early Hudson’s Bay 
Company officers shipped bird specimens back to England from 
there as early as 1732. The ROM sent its first expedition to the area 
in 1939 and the Geodetic Survey of Canada in 1947. An article 
in the January 1951 HNC Wood Duck described how RCMP 
officers patrolled the hunting camps on James Bay to ensure 
hunters stayed within their bag limits for “Blue Geese.” Leslie 
Tuck was one of the first researchers to band birds (Common 
Snipes) and then determine their migration routes by tracking 
where banded birds had been recaptured. 

By 1975, official banding operations had been established on 
James Bay by Dr. Guy Morrison of the Canadian Wildlife Service. 

At the Northbluff Point site, 70 to 
150 mist nets were set up along two 
kilometres of coastline at the junction 
of the saltmarsh and tidal flats. Nets 
were checked during suitable weather 
on a 24/7 basis and birds were taken 
to the James Bay Goose Camp for leg-
banding, measurements, and other 
processing, then released near where 
they had been caught.

One very effective practice in the late 1970s was to stain certain 
captured birds with yellow picric acid to make identifying them 
from a distance easier. Of 37,000 dyed Semipalmated Sandpipers, 
the return rate was 6%, whereas re-sightings of banded birds are 
normally only about 0.5%.

When satellite tagging was introduced, it allowed the discovery 
that Hudsonian Godwits, previously thought to be nearly extinct 
because few were seen in eastern North America, were alive and 
well. After migrating from the Mackenzie Delta through James 
Bay, they were flying non-stop over the Atlantic Ocean back to 
their wintering grounds in South America!

In 2009, Mark Peck from the ROM led an expedition of scientists 
and volunteers to western James Bay to do a survey of species at 
risk and set up nine individual sites for monitoring. This effort 
became the model for the ongoing James Bay Shorebird Project, 
now approaching its tenth year, whose main purposes are to gain 
knowledge of the migration and stopover ecology of species at 
risk (especially the Red Knot); to estimate the populations of the 
various shorebird species; and to learn more about the diets and 
habitat use of the birds.

Three Moose Cree hunting camps at Longridge Point, Little 
Piskwamish Point, and Northbluff Point are used each year 
as base camps for the field surveys done from mid-July to late 
August or mid-

Speaker Christian Friis of the 
Canadian Wildlife Service.

Author Mike Rowlands.

 (continued on page 179)

Map of Hudsonian Godwit migration routes based on 
radio-tagged birds.
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2017 Hamilton Study Area Butterfly Summary
by Bill Lamond

This is the 14th annual report of butterfly observations in the 
Hamilton Study Area. These reports began in 1988 (16 year 

gap from 1994-2009) and the 14 reports provide a comprehensive 
summary of which species occur in our area, where they occur, 
and on what dates these species can reasonably be found.

The 2017 butterfly year in the Hamilton Study Area was quite 
interesting. To me the most fascinating aspect of the year was the 
large temporary population of Variegated Fritillaries at a property 
near Crawford Lake. On three dates (17 & 21 July and 25 August) 
25 individuals were reported, with possibly as many as 50 on 17 
July. This truly was one of the most amazing concentrations of this 
species ever in Ontario. Presumably a gravid female arrived at this 
property in May and laid a lot of eggs. Individuals persisted at this 
property until 22 Oct showing that the offspring of those May eggs 
laid more eggs at this property. 

Spicebush Swallowtails have never been more common than they 
were in 2017 in the Hamilton area. An exceptionally rare species in 
the HSA just 10 years ago, this species can now be found in many 
locations in the study area. There were so many good photos of this 
species in 2017 that it was a challenge to decide which one to use 
for this publication.

It was also a great year for Hackberry feeders. Both Tawny Emperor 
and American Snout were 
seen more commonly than 
usual. Although Tawny 
Emperor has always been a 
rare to uncommon resident 
in the HSA, American 
Snout was, until 15 years 
ago, a great rarity in the 
HSA. However, it is seen 
more frequently with each 
passing year. In 2017, it 
was noted at seven widely 
scattered locations in the study area with 15 being recorded at a 
location in Brantford. It is a breeding immigrant only (does not 
overwinter) but it must be overwintering further and further north 
in the U.S. each year for this increased frequency of occurrence in 
Hamilton: climate change, no doubt. 

Also of note in 2017 was the amazing flight of Common Painted 
Ladies into the HSA, as well as much of Ontario. This beautiful 
immigrant species was literally abundant along lakeshore areas 
in late summer as numbers massed, presumably as the species 
was moving southwards. Bob Curry had a memorable post on 
HamiltonBirds from 1 October: I know that this is the wrong 
listserv but birders should stop by any public flower gardens to 
see the phenomenon of Painted Ladies. They are all fresh and 
there are surely hundreds of thousands if not more right now in the 
province. I’ve seen this phenomenon before in the spring but the 
butterflies were worn from migration whereas these are pristine.
Another very notable record in 2017 was an Aphrodite 

photographed at the Beverly Swamp C.A. on 
Safari Road. This is the first record of this 
species in several years within the study area. 
I had speculated in the past that perhaps this 
species had been extirpated from the HSA but 
I am happy to report that this is not the case. 
Nonetheless, numbers of this species are very 
small and possibly not secure although there is 
at least hope. Speaking of hope, one of Ontario’s 
rarest butterflies still occurs in the Hamilton 
area. Mottled Duskywing was found in a couple of locations 
within the study area. The locations for this endangered butterfly 
will not be disclosed here as there are still ethically-challenged 
people who would collect this species for their collection if they 
could. Hard to believe, but there is ample evidence that this 
malodorous practice still continues.
The Monarch had a good year in southern Ontario in 2017, 
possibly the best numbers in several years. Still, these numbers 
were a far cry from those of previous late summers in Hamilton. 
At least there is reason to believe this species can be helped since 
there appears to be the political will to save the Monarch. We have 
all grown up with the Monarch in our lives and are perhaps a bit 
jaded; however, it has one of the most amazing animal migrations 
in the world.
Despite the good news above, all is not well in the butterfly world. 
Meadow Fritillary used to be a “not uncommon” species in the 
study area but it has not been observed in the last two years. In 
the 1991 summary, this species was recorded from 21 sites, and 
the species was described as “common and widespread”. I have no 
idea what has happened to this species. I’m sure it still occurs at a 
few locations in the HSA but currently, I could not direct anyone 
to a specific location to see this species. 
The records below are of all species recorded in the Hamilton Study 
Area in 2017. Locality data for all “uncommon” to “rare” species 
are included except for multiple dates for the same locations and 
occasionally for the same locality from different years. First and 
last dates are included, as well as sample high numbers. However, 
I have not applied “first” and “last” dates to species that have likely 
been “on the wing” for several days before (or after) their first (or 
last) submitted observation. This is a judgement call on my part, 
however I don’t want to skew first and last dates just based on a 
lack of observers in the field (although there are more observers 
now than possibly at any time in the past!).
Abbreviations and Symbols
*  — all records are listed (site duplications may be omitted).
#  — only significant records submitted are listed.
+  — breeding immigrant, non-resident (does not overwinter)
FO/LO – First/Last record of over-wintering adult.
F/L – First/Last record of a single-brooded species.
F1-F2/L1-L3 – First/last record of 1st, 2nd or 3rd brood.
C.A. – Conservation Area

Bill Lamond at 
Cobden, 25 July 

2015.

Tawny Emperor at Grand River, 
Brantford, 15 July - photo Bill Lamond.
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SWP – Storm Water Pond
m. obs. – many observers

Pipevine Swallowtail #

Windermere Basin 1 3 Jul  MC,ND   

Black Swallowtail #

Glenorchy C.A. 1 9 May F1   BVR   

City View Park 1 30 Sep L2   BVR

Giant Swallowtail #
Hilton Falls C.A. 1 28 May F1   BVR
Ruthven Park 2  25 Jul F2 NP,MP
Turner Tract 1 20 Oct L3   WM

Tiger Swallowtail #

Puslinch Tract 1 15 May F1     CC   

near Crawford Lake 1  16 Sep L2     KR

Spicebush Swallowtail *

LaSalle Park   1 23 May F1      RD
property near Crawford Lake   1    3 Jun      KR
Dundas Valley C.A.   1    3 Jun RD,CE,DD
Beverly Swamp C.A.   1    9 Jun        JR

11th Conc E, E of Centre Rd   1     23 Jul          HC
Glenron Road   1    26 Aug           JB
Sudden Tract   1    27 Aug         BVR
Westover Rd, N of 8th Conc.   1   2 Oct L2           PS

Mustard White *

property near Crawford Lake 1   27 Apr F1        KR
Shanahan Tract 1     28 Apr       WM
Crawford Lake 1      9 May       BVR
Mountsberg C.A. 3     15 May       BVR
Beverly Swamp C.A. 1       1 Jun         JR
Crieff Bog 2       4 Jun         JR
Cedar Haven Farm 1       19 Jul        BVR
Westover Rd & 8th Conc. 1       27 Jul         BK
Mountsberg C.A. 1    10 Aug L2        BVR

West Virginia White *

Twiss Rd Escarpment Woods
Twiss Rd Escarpment Woods
Crawford Lake
Twiss Rd Escarpment Woods

 6
15
 1
12

 23 Apr F
  24 Apr
  26 Apr

   3 May

     BC
    BVR
    BVR

    GHT
Hilton Falls C.A. 
Twiss Rd Escarpment Woods

 7
10

  10 May
  15 May

    BVR
    BVR

Cabbage White #
Riverwood Conservancy  1 29 Mar F1      LT
Mountsberg C.A.  1  8 Jun F2     BVR  
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1 21 Oct L3      JRe

Common (Clouded) Sulphur #
Hardy Road, Brantford   1  14 May F1     BVR
rare Charitable Research Reserve   1  17 Jun L1       JRe
St Joseph’s Hospital, Hamilton   1  28 Nov L3       LM

Orange Sulphur # +

Hardy Rd, Brantford    1    28 May F       BL
Confederation Park    2    28 Nov L       RD

Harvester *
LaSalle Park 1      14 Sep                SS

Pipevine Swallowtail at Windermere Basin, 3 July - photo 
Nancy Douglas.

Mud-puddling Giant Swallowtails (and a Tiger 
Swallowtail) at Beverly Swamp C.A., 3 Jun - Photo 

Doug Welch.

Spicebush Swallowtails at 11th Concession E. Adult on 23 July and larva 
on 20 Sep - photos Helen Colvin.

Mustard White (left) near Crawford Lake, 27 Apr - photo Karen Root. 
West Virginia White at Twiss Road, 26 Apr - photo Bonnie Kinder.

Indeterminate Sulphur species (left) at Beamsville, 6 December 
2017 - photo Bruce Mackenzie. Harvester (right) at LaSalle 

Park, 14 Sep - photo Stewart Scott.
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American Copper *
Urquhart Butterfly Garden 1   3 Aug JH,MM

  
Bronze Copper *
rare Charitable Research Reserve
sedge swamp, N of Hyde Tract

1
2

 29 Jun F1
     2 Jul 

    JRe
    BL

Crieff Bog, Puslinch Conc. 7 1      8 Jul     ML
Hendrie Valley 1  11 Sep L2     JR

Acadian Hairstreak *
Cooper Rd, N of Hwy 8  1  2 Jul F       BL
Millgrove Loam Pits  2   4 Jul      BVR
Crieff Bog, Puslinch Conc. 7  2   8 Jul      ML
Dumfries C.A.  1   14 Jul      JRe
Lennon Road  2   18 Jul       JR
Cedar Haven Farm  1   19 Jul     BVR
Property near Crawford Lake  1   21 Jul      KR
Glenorchy C.A.  1  25 Jul L     BVR

 

Coral Hairstreak *

Scotch Block Woods 1 22 Jun F    BVR
Middletown Marsh 1   2 Jul RD,MM
Lynden Rd & 5th Concession 1   2 Jul      BL
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1   4 Jul      OL
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve 1   8 Jul         ML
Westfield Property (west end) 3 16 Jul L      BL
Crieff quarry, Puslinch Conc. 7 2 16 Jul L      IS

 

Banded Hairstreak #
Hendrie Valley  1 25 Jun F     JR
Puslinch Tract  1    2 Jul   BVR
Ruthven Park  1    4 Jul NP,MP
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  8   15 Jul   MM
Kerncliff Park  1   21 Jul   BVR
Bronte Creek P.P.  5   21 Jul    LT
Glenorchy C.A.  1   25 Jul   BVR
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1 12 Aug L    NG

Hickory Hairstreak *
RBG, Hendrie Valley   3   3 Jul F       JR
Property near Crawford Lake   7   15 Jul      KR
Urquhart Butterfly Garden   1   19 Jul      MS
Property near Crawford Lake   1  6 Aug L      KR

Striped Hairstreak  *
RBG Rose Garden   3  3 Jul F       JR
CCIW   1 20 Jul L      RD

Eastern Pine Elfin  *
Lot 27, Conc 7 Nassagaweya   1 18 May F     WM
Barrie’s Lake   1  20 May      JRe
Westover Tract   1   9 Jun L      CC

Eastern Tailed-Blue #
Currie Tract  1  14 May F1     CC
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1  19 Oct L3      JRe

Spring Azure #
Caistorville  5  16 Apr F    RCa

Summer Azure #

Ruthven Park  2  13 Jun F1    MP,NP
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1  13 Jun F1       MS
Ruthven Park  3   25 Jul F2    NP,MP
Valens C.A.  1  25 Sep L2        BL

Silvery Blue #
Currie Tract  1  14 May F       CC
Sheridan Research Park 20+    24 May       LT
Glenorchy C.A.  1    21 Jun      BVR
Windermere Basin  1  12 Aug L RD,CE,RP

American Snout * +

Ruthven Park  1   18 Jul F    JR,BK
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1    21 Jul      OL
Rattray Marsh  1    25 Jul       LT
Rattlesnake Point C.A.  1    28 Jul     BVR 
Ruthven Park  1    8 Aug   NP,MP
S.C. Johnson Trail, Brantford 15    8 Aug      PT
Ruthven Park  1   23 Aug   MP,NP
Crawford Lake C.A.  1    6 Sep     BVR
Shade’s Mills C.A.  1   16 Sep     BVR

Variegated Fritillary * +

Property near Crawford Lake  1 30 Jun F       KR
Property near Crawford Lake  7    2 Jul       KR
Property near Crawford Lake 25   17 Jul KR,BK,JR
Property near Crawford Lake 25   21 Jul KR,JR,BK
Property near Crawford Lake 25  25 Aug       KR
Property near Crawford Lake  3   17 Sep       KR
Valens C.A.  1   27 Sep       BL

 (continued on page 183)

American Copper (left) at UBG, 3 Aug - photo Jessica Hodgins. Pine 
Elfin (right) at Westover Tract, 9 Jun - photo Chris Cheatle.

Silvery Blue (left) at rCCR, 7 Jul - photo Owen Lucas. Eastern Tailed-Blue 
at Currie Tract (centre) 14 May - photo Chris Cheatle. American Snout at 

S.C. Johnson Trail, Brantford (right), 8 Aug - photo Paul Tavares.
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September. 
The scientists and volunteers – aside from braving mosquitoes, 
the occasional polar bear, isolation, and sometimes inclement 
weather – perform a variety of daily duties.

Shorebird surveys require sharp eyes and good identification 
skills to estimate populations of each species and their age ratios. 
The main species are Red Knot, Hudsonian Godwit, Dunlin, 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, and White-rumped Sandpiper. 
Banding allows monitoring of the age, sex, size, and physical 

condition of each specimen. Flag and band reporting of previously 
captured birds reveals where individual birds have come from 
and allows their migratory routes to be determined. The use of 
six towers for radio telemetry allows individual birds fitted with 
lightweight transmitters to be tracked using the Motus system. 
Species tracked this way are Red Knot; Least, Semipalmated, 
Pectoral, and White-rumped Sandpipers; and Semipalmated 
Plover. Aerial surveys done in a helicopter from Moosonee 
allow population monitoring, shorebird distribution, habitat 
mapping, and tracking of birds outside of the towers. Finally, 
invertebrate surveys provide information on what the birds eat, 
where, and why. Recording other wildlife observations is also 
done by everyone who spots an interesting snake, animal track 
(or animal), dragonfly, or songbird while doing their chores.

Christian then told us a little bit about specific research being 
done by two Trent University post-graduate students who have 
been with the project for several years. Allie Anderson, a Ph.D. 
candidate, has determined the contents of the various prey items 
in fecal samples of different sandpipers and compared her data 
with findings of a similar survey done in 1978. Remarkably, the 
diets have not changed in 40 years! However, she has observed 
that shorebirds’ wings are shrinking over time, possibly 
indicating that today’s birds need greater manoeuvrability to 
evade predation than in the past. Amie MacDonald is doing a 
master’s thesis on the Red Knot and estimates that 20% of the 
rufa population of this species stages at James Bay. She attempts 
to predict survival rates from knowledge of the Arctic snow 
cover, spring temperatures in James Bay, and the birds’ body 
condition when leaving Delaware Bay.

The James Bay Shorebird Project has made major contributions 
to bird conservation and has definitely demonstrated the 
importance of James Bay as a stopover site for many species. It 
has identified critical habitat and important resources for various 
shorebirds so that recovery strategies can be developed.

Christian’s final piece of good news was that the project had 
helped, with other stakeholders, to redefine the boundaries of 
seven small Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas to produce one 
new, “super IBA” in homelands of the Moose Cree First Nation. 
The Cree officially nominated the James Bay coastal zone within 
their territories as a Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve 
Network (WHSRN) site in 2017. If accepted, this will bring 
greater protection to the resources of this important area and 
keep it a healthy habitat for future migrant shorebirds, waterfowl, 
and other species of interest. After answering several interesting 
questions from the floor, Christian was thanked by emcee Bruce 
and the meeting was adjourned. We had been given a great taste 
of what a season of shorebird research on James Bay is like. 

 (continued from page 175)

An assemblage of shorebirds on the Hudson Bay Lowlands at Chickney 
Point, James Bay, August 2012 - photo Christian Friis.

HSA Nature Note - Winter Tree Buds and 
Leaf Scars at Eramosa Karst C.A.
by Laurie Takayesu

Today (10 March 2018) on the 
delightful hike at Eramosa 

Karst C.A., we spent some time 
looking at the trees and taking a 
closer look at some of the buds and 
leaf scars (the marks where last 
year’s leaves fell off). The park has 
a nice variety of trees and shrubs 
and we saw Black Cherry, Shagbark 
Hickory, American Beech, Blue 
Beech, Hop Hornbeam, Black 
Walnut, Pine (probably White), 
Oaks of various types and lots of 
Sugar Maples.

Today’s walk reminded me that 
there are a lot of interesting things 
to learn about, hiding in plain sight!

Thanks to Debbie Lindeman and 
Bronwen Tregunno for leading us!

Many thanks to Paul Philp who took 
excellent photos of buds on our walk 
today. We really got a workout on 
tree ID. Thanks Paul, and thanks 
to all who came on the walk at 
Eramosa Karst today & shared their 
knowledge and experience - Bron Tregunno.

Shagbark Hickory: The 
outer scales of the buds 

often peel outward, 
especially the terminal bud, 

Eramosa Karst, 10 March 
2018 - photo Paul Philp.
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1 March - 15 May: The Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch’s 44th season of monitoring the migration of hawks, eagles, falcons and 
vultures at Beamer Memorial Conservation Area, Quarry Rd. off Ridge Rd. W., Grimsby. Except in very bad weather, counters are 
present every day from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. EST/9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EDT. Visitors always welcome. Information: Bruce Mackenzie  
905-973-4869, kintail52@gmail.com or Mike Street - 905-648-3737, mikestreet1@gmail.com.

1 April (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, meet 
at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

7 April (Saturday) 9 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Not Just a Birding Club at RBG Nature Centre. RBG staff Jackson Hudecki and the club of 
like-minded birders! All skill levels welcome. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $20 (HST included).

8 April (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, meet 
at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

9 April (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC Monthly Meeting - Wild Bee Diversity and Pollination Services: Are Cities a Refuge? In this talk, 
Scott MacIvor will provide an overview of the bees of Hamilton and southern Ontario. See page 182 for details. All welcome. Meet 
& greet at 7:00 p.m. Contact Bron - brontreg@cogeco.ca for more info. Royal Botanical Gardens, 680 Plains Rd W, Burlington.

15 April (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North 
Shore, meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 
905-527-1158 ext. 404.

18 April (Wednesday) 7:15 p.m. – 8:45 p.m. HNC - Annual Woodcock Outing. Join Sheldon McGregor on an American Woodcock 
outing in the spring to catch Woodcock calls and see them in flight. Bring a flashlight and wear rubber boots or waterproof footwear 
and warm clothing. We will be viewing the birds at dusk and returning to our cars in the dark. Dundurn Castle, 610 York Boulevard, 
Hamilton. Contact Sheldon McGregor at 905-304-8282 or email.

19 April (Thursday) 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Protecting Pollinators. Bring your lunch and learn about gardening for pollinators 
and all the things we can do to help them with flowering plants and bee boxes. Jen Baker, HNC Land Trust Manager will share 
her knowledge at HPL’s Lunch & Learn series. Then stay to hear Amy talk about her gardening for pollinators at 2:00 p.m. This is 
Earth Week and great time to learn about flowering plants.   Free - All welcome. Hamilton Public Library - Central Library, 55 York 
Blvd, Hamilton. Please confirm with branch by calling 905-546-3200.

21 April (Saturday) 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. About Bees and Bee Box Craft. This is program for 8-12 year old will include a very 
brief talk about bees, their importance and the stresses they are undergoing by Bron Tregunno.  Then we’ll have kits available for 
youth to make their own bee boxes to decorate and take home.  Needs registration. Hamilton Public Library - Ancaster Branch, 
300 Wilson St E, Ancaster, Please contact branch at 905-648-6911 to register and confirm.

21 April (Saturday) 7:00 p.m. HNC Annual Trivia Night. Join us for our annual Trivia night fundraiser for our sanctuaries.  Great 
prizes for winners and door prizes. $15 each  Wine & beer. See page 182 for details.

21 April (Saturday) 9 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Not Just a Birding Club at RBG Nature Centre. RBG staff Jackson Hudecki and the club 
of like-minded birders! All skill levels welcome. Pre-registration required. Part of Adult Education Series. Fee: $20 (HST included).

22 April (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes South Shore, meet at the Aviary 
parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

23 April (Monday) 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. BSG - Uganda Birding. Peter Thoem will talk about his work surveying in Uganda, 
complemented with beautiful photos. All welcome. Meet & greet at 7:00 p.m. Contact Bruce at kintail52@gmail.com for more 
information. Burlington Seniors’ Centre, 2285 New St, Burlington.

25 April (Wednesday) 2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hamilton Area. Join avid long time HNC naturalist 
Bob Curry, author of “Birds of Hamilton” as he delves into the interesting reptiles & amphibians in our area. A wonderful speaker 
and educator, you’ll learn a lot from Bob! Free to all. Hamilton Public Library - Ancaster Branch, 300 Wilson St E, Ancaster. Please 
phone branch to confirm 905-648-6911.

29 April (Sunday) 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. HNC - Early Migration for New Birders. Join Barry Coombs for an outing with a relaxed 
pace geared to beginner birders. We will be looking at early spring migrants at the Valley Inn and along the boardwalk through 
the Hendrie Valley. The emphasis will be on identifying birds using basic field techniques. The trail is level with good footing but 
may be muddy. Veteran birders are welcomed as well, the more mentors the better! Meet at the bridges in Valley Inn, at the end 
of Spring Garden Road, Burlington.

29 April (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Rock Chapel 
Sanctuary, meet at the parking lot, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES  All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge and time. The 
HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating in any of these activities. Please 
assess your own ability to participate. Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. You are advised to check the HNC website (www.
hamiltonnature.org) before setting out, to ensure that the hike has not been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are discouraged as 
they startle wildlife, damage nests, and interfere with the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing your pet and for 
other questions. We also publicize Royal Botanical Gardens hikes and events. Most RBG programs require pre-registration one week 
prior. There is a charge for these activities except for the Sunday Get Back To Nature Walks. For information on RBG hikes: Liz Taylor 
Rabishaw, Public Program Bookings, RBG, 905-527-1158 (1-800-694-4769) ext. 270. programs@rbg.ca  www.rbg.ca

3 May (Thursday) 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Nature in Your Neighbourhood. Join avid HNC naturalist Brian Wylie for this free one hour 
talk. Brian, our Sanctuary Director, will talk about how to look for the wonder of nature right near to where you live.  All welcome 
to this free talk. Hamilton Public Library - Central Library, 55 York Blvd, Hamilton. Confirm with branch by phone 905-546-3200.

5 May (Saturday) 9 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Not Just a Birding Club at RBG Nature Centre. RBG staff Jackson Hudecki and the club of 
like-minded birders! All skill levels welcome. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $20 (HST included).

6 May (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, meet 
at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

6 May (Sunday) 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. HNC - Short Hills Sanctuary Work Party. Come enjoy the old growth forest and spring wild 
flowers of our Short Hills Nature Sanctuary. Meet at Battlefield Square Plaza (Value Village) on Hwy 8, 840 Queenston Rd in Stoney 
Creek, to carpool.  Or meet at the Sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. This is our annual spring clean-up and work party. Bring a lunch. Moderate 
to heavy activity. Garlic mustard pulling, garbage and trail cleanup. There is no rain date for this work party. If the weather is damp, 
we will be there. If there is steady rain, wet and cold, we will not! Contact Warren Beacham at 905-627-3343 or email wbeach808@
sympatico.ca for more details.

12 May (Saturday) 1:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise at RBG Nature Centre. Guided exploration of Cootes Paradise. Canoes, 
paddles, life jackets provided, you paddle and hear all the astounding marsh life. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult 
Education Series. Fee: $45 / person (HST included).

13 May (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, 
meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

13 May (Sunday) 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. HNC - Birding By Ear. To be held at McMaster Forest - weather permitting. Details 
forthcoming.

14 May (Monday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. HNC Volunteer Appreciation (the new May Monthly Meeting). Join us as spring nights 
get longer for a volunteer & member appreciation night. Starting early at 6:30 p.m. (see page 174).  Potluck goodies and an early 
hike if weather is good. Meet other volunteers and members of our Club over a cider or decaf coffee, tea and some treats and 
learn about HNC and Cootes to Escarpment partner Hamilton Conservation Authority. At Christie Lake Conservation Area. Free 
entrance to the park for this meeting. Email Bron at brontreg@cogeco.ca for more information.

16 May (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Migrant Warblers at Paletta (Shoreacres) Park. Join Andrew Don as we 
explore Paletta Park for migrating warblers. This location is known for its abundance of diversity of warbler species during 
migration. Paletta Lakefront Park is at 4280 Lakeshore Rd, Burlington. Meet at the parking lot here.

19 May (Saturday) 9 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Not Just a Birding Club at RBG Nature Centre. RBG staff Jackson Hudecki and the club 
of like-minded birders! All skill levels. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $20 (HST included).

20 May (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North 
Shore, meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 
905-527-1158 ext. 404.

22 May (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise at RBG Nature Centre. Guided exploration of Cootes Paradise. Canoes, 
paddles, life jackets provided, you paddle and learn. Pre-register. Adult Education Series. Fee: $45 / person (HST included).

27 May (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes South Shore, meet at the Aviary 
parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

9 June (Saturday and Sunday) 9:00 a.m. to noon. RBG - Introduction to Canoeing – 2 morning program at RBG Nature Centre. 
Learn how to canoe. For adults. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $80 (HST included).
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Competitive Birding Damages the Environment  
by Joanna Chapman

I recently read an article in the Toronto Star about a birder, a nice 
young man, who saw a record of 344 birds in Ontario during 

2017. The birder in question logged 100,000 kilometres on his car 
in a single year chasing birds across Ontario. He also spent about 
$15,000 in this pursuit. It reminded me of an issue that has been 
bothering me for some time.  

There seems to be a disconnect between the passion for nature and 
knowledge about birds, and the damage that is being done to the 
environment in their pursuit.  

Some years ago I was lucky enough to spot a Northern Hawk-Owl.  
It was likely the first I had ever seen.  My partner and I were looking 
at it, when from nowhere, dozens of cars arrived. Birders had heard 
about it and were parking all along this quiet country road.  In his 
eagerness to take the perfect photo, someone moved too close and  
the bird flew away.  

Such incidents are repeated in similar form throughout the year. 

Birding has become very popular, but whether this is goodwhich 
is a good thing depends on what one means by the word ‘birding’.  
Identifying every bird you see in your own backyard, or within 
walking and cycling distance of home, is fun and educational and 
does little or no harm.  Jumping into a car and rushing after the latest 
sighting is a very different thing. 

It was not so long ago that bird identification was a gentle occupation. 
People just went for walks armed with binoculars.  There is no good 
reason for bird watching to become a competitive sport, and a great 
many reasons why this should cease.   

We now know the damage that humans are doing to life on this 
planet.  Much of it due to human-produced carbon dioxide. One 
litre of gasoline produces 2.3 kg of carbon dioxide.  I don’t know how 
many litres the car burned in the record-setting 100,000 kilometre 
birding quest, but it was considerable and totally unnecessary.  Self-
gratification is not sufficient reason for causing this much harm. 

Setting aside the global warming issue; the mere act of driving 
100,000 miles a year in a car could kill dozens of species of insect, 
reptile, mammal, and yes, birds.  Especially if one is in a hurry to see 
the latest ‘hotline’ report.    

If one in five Ontarians is now interested in birding then surely it 
is possible for local groups to simply stay in their own area, take a 
proof of identification photograph, wait until the bird has flown, 
and then notify the birding community – without giving a location. 

One only has to read a little of Silence of the Songbirds by Bridget 
Stutchbury to know that many bird species are rapidly declining. 
The human impact on songbirds has been devastating. I think it is 
time for birders to show just how much they care about birds: by 
staying close to home. 

Maybe it is time for the HNC to give an award to the young 
birdwatcher who lists the most interesting facts they have discovered 
about a single species that they observed close to home. Or, an 
award for the most birds seen  while walking or cycling.   

I challenge HNC birders to show they really care about conservation 
and stop encouraging birding as a ‘competitive sport’. 

At the Next HNC Monthly Meeting 
Wild Bee Diversity and Pollination 

Services: Are Cities a Refuge? 
9 April (Monday) 7:30 p.m.

In this talk, Scott MacIvor will provide an overview 
of the bees of Hamilton and southern Ontario. He 
will examine the primary drivers of bee diversity 
and pollination services in cities based on the most 
recent scientific literature from around the world, 
and questions whether or not cities could be a 
refuge for these essential pollinator species. This 
region supports hundreds of native bee species 
and this talk will conclude with some key criteria 
for home and community gardeners interested 
in supporting and enhancing their populations. 
Scott MacIvor is an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Biological Sciences at the University 
of Toronto Scarborough. He is interested in plants 
and pollinators in cities and more broadly, the 
biodiversity and ecosystem functioning of green 
infrastructure, including public and private 
gardens, parks, and green roofs. All welcome. Meet 
& greet at 7:00 p.m. Contact Bronwen - brontreg@
cogeco.ca for more info. Royal Botanical Gardens, 
680 Plains Rd W, Burlington.
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Dumfries C.A.  1   27 Sep       JRe
Crieff Quarry, Puslinch Conc. 7  1    2 Oct       BL
Valley Inn Road  1   10 Oct       PT
Property near Crawford Lake  1   22 Oct       KR
Franklin St, Brantford  1  26 Oct L       BL

Great Spangled Fritillary #
Ruthven Park  1 18 Jun F     NG
Ruthven Park 14   25 Jul   MP,NP
Ruthven Park  2 26 Sep L   NP,MP

Aphrodite *
Beverly Swamp C.A. 1   20 Jul   MLe

Silver-bordered Fritillary *
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1 10 Jun F1  JRe
sedge swamp, N of Hyde Tract  1   2 Jul L1   BL
8th Conc. at Westover Road  1  27 Jul F2   JR

Northern (Orange) Crescent #
Glenorchy Conservation Area  4  23 May F1   BVR
Lowville  1   4 Oct L2   BVR

Pearl Crescent #
Hardy Road, Brantford 1 14 May F1   BVR
Currie Tract 6   2 Oct L2    CC

Baltimore Checkerspot *
Bond Tract  1    2 Jul    BVR
Spencer Creek S of Hwy 5  2    2 Jul  RD,MM
Sedge swamp, N of Hyde Tract  3    2 Jul      BL
Crieff Bog, Puslinch Conc. 7  3    8 Jul      ML

Lennon Rd, S of Gore Rd  4   11 Jul      BK

Property near Crawford Lake  1   11 Jul      KR

Mountsberg C.A.  2   18 Jul     BVR
Cedar Haven Farm  1   19 Jul     BVR
Lennon Road, S of Gore Rd  1  23 Jul L       JR

Question Mark # +

Cambridge 1   9 May F         JRe
Valens C.A. 1  19 Oct L          BL

Eastern Comma #

16 Mile Creek @ Lower Baseline Rd  3   2 Apr FO     GHT
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1   21 Oct L2      JRe
Eileen & John Holland Sanctuary  2   21 Oct L2      RD

Gray Comma #
Property near Crawford Lake 1 15 Apr FO       KR 
Property near Crawford Lake 3  18 Oct L2       KR

Compton Tortoiseshell *

Riverwood Conservancy 1   5 Apr FO      LT
Dumfries C.A. 1     9 Apr      JRe
Property near Crawford Lake 1     9 Apr      KR
Norfolk Ave, Cambridge 1     9 Apr     BVR
Mountsberg C.A. 2    13 Sep     BVR
Property near Crawford Lake 1   1 Oct L1      KR

Mourning Cloak # 

16 Mile Creek @ Baseline Road 10 2 Apr FO   GHT
Barrie’s Lake  1 27 Oct L    JRe

Milbert’s Tortoiseshell *
Grand River at Glenhyrst Gardens   2 29 Mar FO       BL 
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve   1   13 Jun       CC
Grand River Ave, Brantford   1   15 Jun       SM
Urquhart Butterfly Garden   1   17 Jun                     MS
Hardy Rd, Brantford   1   25 Jun       BL
Crieff Bog, Puslinch Conc 7   1    2 Jul KM,RPe,IS
rare Charitable Research Reserve   3    3 Jul       JRe
Dumfries C.A.   1    3 Oct       JRe
Hendrie Valley   1    3 Oct       LT
Urquhart Butterfly Garden   1 19 Oct L1       JH

 

American Painted Lady # +
Stoney Creek backyard  1   10 Apr F      LM
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1    22 Oct L      MS

Common Painted Lady # +
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve  1 8 May F       CC
Princess Point, RBG  1 8 May F       PT
Windermere Basin 25    1 Oct RD,CE,DD
Rose Garden, RBG 50   24 Oct      KDT
Scented Garden, RBG 23   3 Nov   fide DDa
Confederation Park  2 28 Nov L        RD

(continued from page 178)

Aphrodite (left) at Beverly Swamp C.A., 20 Jul - photo Marlene Legge. 
Question Mark in Hamilton, 31 May - photo Kevin McLaughlin.

Gray Comma (left) near Crawford Lake, 25 Sep - photo Karen Root. An 
assemblage of “sapsuckers” at Riverwood Conservancy, three Mourning 

Cloaks and a Compton Tortoiseshell, 5 Apr - photo Laurie Takayesu.
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Red Admiral # +
Parkgate Cres, Burlington  1 3 Apr F    anon   
Churchill Park, Hamilton 12 23 Apr     JM

Common Buckeye * +

rare Charitable Research Reserve  2 12 Jun F     JRe
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1  17 Jun     BM
Westover Tract  1    2 Jul  RD,MM
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1   15 Jul    MM
King & Benton pit, Brantford  1   20 Jul     BL
Hardy Road gravel pit, Brantford  1   20 Jul     BL
Green Lane Wetland, Paris  1   5 Aug     BL
Glenorchy C.A.  1  29 Aug    BVR
Ruthven Park  1  10 Oct  NP,MP
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1  22 Oct     JH
Rose Garden, RBG  1 24 Oct L    KDT

Red-spotted Purple #
Limenitis arthemis astyanax
Rattlesnake Point C.A.  1 31May F1     BVR
Property near Crawford Lake  1 27 Sep L2      KR  

White Admiral *
Limenitis arthemis arthemis 

Rattlesnake Point C.A.  1   14 Jun F1    BVR
11th Conc E, E of Centre Rd  1      3 Jul      HC
Lot 27, Conc. 7, Nassagaweya  1     26 Jul    WM
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1     6 Aug     MS
Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1    12 Aug MM,RD
Property near Crawford Lake  1  25 Aug L2     KR

Viceroy #
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1  3 Jun F1     JRe
King & Benton pit, Brantford 16   16 Aug     BL
Gates of Heaven Cemetery  1  21 Oct L2     RD

Tawny Emperor *
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1   12 Jul F       OL

Grand River, Brantford 2    15 Jul       BL
Ruthven Park 2    18 Jul    BK,JR
Property near Crawford Lake 1    21 Jul  KR,BK,JR
Dumfries C.A. 1   16 Aug       JRe
Ruthven Park 2   17 Aug        JR
Ruthven Park 1  29 Aug L    NP,MP

Northern Pearly-Eye #
Dumfries C.A. 1 20 Jun F     JRe
Mountsberg C.A. 1 10 Aug L    BVR

(Northern) Eyed-Brown #

rare Charitable Research Reserve 1  19 Jun F1      JRe
Dumfries C.A. 1  16 Aug L1      JRe
Hyde Tract 1   4 Oct F2       BL

Appalachian Eyed-Brown #
Sudden Tract  1    9 Aug L       JRe   

Little Wood-Satyr #
Dumfries Conservation Area  1   1 Jun F      JRe
Ruthven Park 55    13 Jun   MP,NP
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1  14 Aug L      OL

Inornate (Common) Ringlet #
rare Charitable Research Reserve  2 28 May F1      JRe
Ruthven Park 21    1 Jun  MP,NP
Barrie’s Lake  3   11 Jul L1      JRe
Ruthven Park  2   1 Aug F2   NP,MP
Barrie’s Lake  1   2 Oct L2      JRe

Common Wood Nymph #
Dumfries C.A.  2 28 Jun F      JRe 
Ruthven Park 69   18 Jul   NP,MP
Dumfries C.A.  1  6 Sep L     JRe

Monarch # +
8575 1st Line, Campbellville  1 20 May F     RW
Over Burlington driveway 100   24 Sep     CE
Over Sedgewick Park 100s   24 Sep     RDr 
Oakville yard nectaring 125   24 Sep     RDr
Lakeside Park, Oakville 100+   14 Oct      DS
Low over Hamilton Harbour  75   14 Oct      BL
Scented Garden, RBG   2  3 Nov L fide DDa 

Silver-spotted Skipper  #
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1  2 Jun F1     JRe
Lakeside Park, Mississauga 1   25 Sep    WM
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1  9 Oct L2     JRe

(continued on page 187)

Common Painted Lady (left) at Shell Park, 28 Sep - photo Bob Curry. 
Common Buckeye at UBG, 17 Jun - photo Bill Mehlenbacher.

White Admiral (left) at 11th Concession E, 3 July - photo Helen Colvin. 
Northern Eyed-Brown at Hyde Tract, 4 Oct - photo Bill Lamond.

Silver-spotted Skipper (left) at Mountsberg C.A., 18 July - photo Brenda 
Van Ryswyk. Northern Cloudywing (right) at Fletcher Creek Ecological 

Preserve, 13 June - photo Bonnie Kinder. 
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Protecting Pollinators Needs Planning
by Beatrice Ekoko

Toronto has a Pollinator Protection Strategy (PPS) in the 
works. I chatted with some of the people responsible for its 

creation to get a “behind the scenes look,” as well as thoughts 
on how we can do something similar in Hamilton. Annemarie 
Baynton, Senior Environmental Planner at the City of Toronto is 
the lead on the initiative, and coordinates the various divisions 
responsible for implementation elements of the strategy.

Annemarie points to a long history in Toronto of municipal and 
non profit groups and the Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority (TRCA) working to protect pollinators and enhance 
habitat. “Our Parks division has been leading the way in habitat 
creation, enhancement and restoration for decades,” she says. 
Another influence for the PPS was Bees of Toronto, one of the 
City’s free Biodiversity Booklet Series that came out and was 
very popular with the general public. “So we wanted to bring this 
interest and the work already being done under a comprehensive 
structure,” Annemarie says. That structure is the City of Toronto’s 
broader Biodiversity Strategy, and the PPS will be one of its 
components.  

In developing the PPS, an advisory group was set up in 2016 
of scientists and researchers, students and other academics, 
pollinator and native plant experts, and community-based groups 
to provide guidance to the City on pollination protection and 
the development of proposed actions. Annemarie says that the 
Pollinator Health Action Plan “was helpful and a good starting 
point, with one of its major goals being to restore, enhance 
and protect one million acres of pollinator habitat in Ontario.” 
Together with the expert panel and sub groups, they came up 
with recommendations and actions, and then took the draft to the 
community for feedback. Over 7000 people provided feedback to 
the draft. It will be going to Council later this year.

Approach
The approach chosen was one that would include as many 
people as possible in the solution to pollination protection. “We 
are encouraging people to plant and improve garden practices, 
we’re putting together a list of recommended native plants and 
flowering trees and shrubs that attract pollinators, and we’re 
focusing on educating the population,” Annemarie says. “We 
want to focus on corridor creation, that is, connecting fragmented 
patches together across the city. As well, green roofs offer great 
opportunities to serve as pollinator habitat.”

The draft strategy provides an overview of Toronto’s bees and 
butterflies, a summary of the key guiding priorities that shape 
the strategy, and a series of proposed actions that will help us 
to protect and sustain healthy pollinator populations in Toronto. 
The draft has identified six priorities for pollinator protection: 
1. Creating and enhancing habitat, 2. Designing and connecting 
green spaces, 3. Partnering and building relationships, 4. 
Investing, incentivising and inspiring, 5. Educating and training, 
and 6. Celebrating and recognizing achievements.’

“A series of proposed actions include a review 
of the City’s mowing practices with a view to 
preserving pollinator habitat, and work with 
relevant City divisions and agencies to identify 
areas that could benefit from less frequent 
mowing, so more education and training for City staff and 
contractors, and doing targeted plantings,” says Annemarie. 

Mapping habitat: Some considerations
I asked Annemarie about mapping where pollinator habitat 
exists and where it can be protected? For instance, Hamilton has 
identified and mapped its natural heritage strategy that includes a 
Linkage designation. This is often important habitat as a corridor 
and is most likely often pollinator habitat.

“We intend to map where our model gardens are to serve as 
inspiration for others in the community to create similar gardens 
on their property,” Annemarie says. Urban bee expert, Scott 
MacIvor is one of the experts on the panel. An Assistant Professor 
at the University of Toronto Scarborough in the Department of 
Biological Sciences Scott points to the complexity of defining 
habitat: “Everything is habitat. Habitat can be found in lots of 
unobvious places, such as roadsides, balconies, and green roofs.”
“It is always easy to plant flowers, a pollinator garden works and 
you’ll get more bees, but nesting criteria is really critical,” Scott 
says. “For example, ground-nesting bees need sandy soil. These 
bees might be under greater threat with urbanization due to the 
quantity of impervious surfaces like roads and sidewalks in cities.” 
As well, any kind of pollinator mapping would have to take into 
consideration the different kinds of pollinators. “We don’t actually 
know which bees need what. Of the hundreds of ground-nesting 
bees they are all going to have different needs,” Scott says.

What’s more, “Insects are difficult to nail down because they are 
poorly studied, the distribution are unknown for many species, 
and their population sizes respond greatly to seasonal and annual 
climate variation and so long terms studies are needed.” Scott 
explains that spatial analysis is only one small part of how wild 
bee ecology and diversity is investigated: “We need more research 
that investigates the drivers of patterns in urban wild bee diversity 
and how their populations can be supported and enhanced. 
Hamilton Pollinator Protection Plan?

It appears that the work we are doing through the Pollinator 
Paradise Project is on track with the Toronto PPS with our 
Pollinator Corridor, our free Certification Program and the 
Monarch Awards for gardeners who garden for nature, now in its 
third year, and recognized by Mayor Eisenberger. This year, we’re 
about to launch our very own, made in Hamilton “Pollinator 
Protection Plan” campaign to make Hamilton the best city to 
raise a pollinator.

We hope that you will join us both in planting more habitat, as 
well as supporting policy that will protect and enhance these 
mighty little critter populations, for the good of us all.

Beatrice Ekoko
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Pine Siskins
by June Hitchcox

Not much birding activity outside 
my apartment windows, looking 

west, except for Blue Jays and House 
Sparrows eating seeds at the feeders 
which have been installed here by one 
of our residents. 

Up in the sky, long V’s of Canada Geese are often seen, the 
lead goose taking the brunt of the wind currents which 
helps the ones behind to conserve energy.  Continuing with 
Ron Pittaway’s forecast of which bird species we may see 
this winter, let’s talk about Pine Siskins. Ron predicted that 
these siskins would be “abundant and common this winter 
because of the bumper cone crops in Southern Ontario” 
– hemlocks, alders, birches, cedars. Siskins are a member 
of the Fringillidae family along with grosbeaks, finches, 
sparrows and buntings. You may see what you think is a 
sparrow but siskins are much smaller - only 5” long; look at 
the long, slender, pointed bill “as sharp as a rose thorn”; the 
breast is plentifully streaked and as they fly away, note the 
flash of yellow in tails and wings. They need food to survive, 
so this past winter with poor cone crops in the north, they 
have come south. 

It is a good year to see Pine Siskins!

Perennial Plant Communities - The 
Know Maintenance Approach
by Jennifer Lobo
On March 2nd Roy Diblik, Master Gardener, Burlington WI, 
gave a talk at the RBG entitled “Perennial Plant Communities 
- The Know Maintenance Approach”. 

His talk covered a selection of dependable native and 
perennial plants, the importance of knowing their growth 
parameters, and the endless natural plants’ patterns that can 
be constructed.

 The core of his talk focused on how plants live healthy lives in 
their own debris, and he emphasized that herbaceous plants 
do not genetically know how to live with the yearly application 
of wood mulch. Leaf litter or local leaf compost that plants 
have a relationship to and live with are better mulches.

Without knowledge of a plant and understanding how it lives 
with others when planted in a community, it can only become 
a component of the ‘replaceable landscape’ i.e. perished 
plants replaced by new plants. He encouraged the ‘full-house’ 
attendance to pass the love and passion for gardening to the 
younger generation.

Welcome Corner ...
Our Membership Director Jill Baldwin, and the entire HNC 
Board, would like to welcome the new members who joined 
during February.
Welcome  the Dawn Johnson Family, Katy & Terry Kirby, 
Mark Cameron, Shelley Hamilton, and Alexandra Harrison.

Welcome!

Point Pelee Camping 2018
The HNC has secured some tent camping spots 
in Point Pelee N.P., as usual, and HNC members 
are welcome to visit us, as usual, in White Pine 
in the pavilion spot. Our dates are May 7, 8, 9, 
10 departing on the 11th. Openings to tent may 
develop in April.  See me at my BSG table. Frank 
Morley — 905-575-0668.

HSA Nature Note – Chorus Frogs
by Dave Moffatt

A little late recording this, but yesterday (28 February 2018), while 
Wayne Bullock and I were walking at Vinemount Swamp between 
10th and 8th lines, we heard two Western Chorus Frogs singing - 
very tentatively and sporadically, but they were February singers! I 
did have them there last February during those crazy 21 degree days, 
but this is only my second February observation.

I suspect today’s weather (high of 1.4oC) has shut them up!

Chorus Frog, albeit Boreal Chorus Frog, at 
Churchill, Manitoba, 26 July 2017 - photo 

Sarah Lamond.



The Wood Duck - April, 2018 Page 187

Northern Cloudywing *
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve  1  13  Jun F     BK
Lions Valley Park, Oakville 15    19 Jun    BVR
Waterdown Escarpment Woods  3    21 Jun    BVR
Gates of Heaven Cemetery  2    23 Jun      JR
Sassafras Woods 10    21 Jul    BVR
Bronte Creek P.P.  2    21 Jul     LT
Summit Bog  1   31 Jul L    BVR

Dreamy Duskywing *
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve  1  28 May F     JR
Dumfries C.A.  2    8 Jun     JRe
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve  5   13 Jun     JR
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve  1    1 Jul L     BL

Mottled Duskywing *
Site #1  1    7 Jun   BVR
Site #1  2  20 Jun L1   BVR
Site #2  1  22 Jul F2   BVR

Juvenal’s Duskywing #
North shore Cootes Paradise 1  25 Apr F    GHT
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1   24 Jun L     JRe

Columbine Duskywing *
Shade’s Mills C.A. 1  16 May F1   BVR

Wild Indigo Duskywing *
Dumfries C.A. 2  9 May F1     JRe
Red Hill Creek SWP 1 23 Oct L3      JR

Common Sootywing *
Hardy Rd, Brantford 1 29 May F1       BL
Paddy Greene Rd @ Dundas Valley 3 19 Jun L1       IS
Grand River, near Whitemans Cr. 2  15 Jul F2       BL
Beverly Swamp C.A., Safari Rd 1    30 Jul      CC
Strathearne neighbourhood 1    1 Aug      MM
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1   10 Aug       OL

Arctic Skipper *
8th Concession at Westover Rd 1    10 Jun F     IS
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve 1     13 Jun     JR

Least Skipper #
Westover Tract 1   10 Jun F1 RD,MM,AA
Windermere Basin 3   1 Oct L2  RD,CE,DD

European Skipper #

rare Charitable Research Reserve  1 12 Jun F      OL  

Ruthven Park 750   21 Jun   NP,MP
rare Charitable Research Reserve  1  26 Jul L      OL

Fiery Skipper * +
Shell Park, Oakville  1  19 Oct F     JR
Navy St, Oakville  2  20 Oct L     JR

Leonardus Skipper *
Lynden Rd & 5th Concession  9  19 Aug     BL
Lynden Rd & 5th Concession 10  21 Aug     JR
Beverly Swamp C.A., Safari Rd  8   5 Sep     BK
rare Charitable Research Reserve  2  26 Sep L     JRe 
Indian Skipper *
Westover Tract 1  8 Jun F     JR,BK
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve 1   9 Jun       BK
Westover Tract 1  10 Jun RD,MM,AA
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve 1 17 Jun L       NG

Peck’s Skipper #

Urquhart Butterfly Garden  1 8 Jun F1       MS
Property near Crawford Lake  2 17 Sep L2       KR

Tawny-edged Skipper #
Hardy Road, Brantford 4 28 May F1        BL
Urquhart Butterfly Garden 1  30 Aug        LT

Crossline Skipper #
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve 2   1 Jul F          BL
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1  30 Jul L         JRe

Long Dash #
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve 1 13 Jun F          JR
Dumfries C.A. 1  25 Jul L         JRe

Northern Broken-Dash #
Dumfries C.A. 2  28 Jun F         JRe
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1   8 Aug L         OL

Little Glassywing *
Shade’s Mills C.A. 2  1 Jul F       BVR
Cooper Rd, N of Hwy 8 1    2 Jul         BL
Crieff Bog, Puslinch Conc 7 1    8 Jul         ML
Property near Crawford Lake 1    8 Jul         KR
Mountsberg C.A. 1   26 Jul       BVR
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1   26 Jul         OL
rare Charitable Research Reserve 1  30 Jul L         JRe 

Delaware Skipper #
Dumfries C.A.  2  31 Jul L       JRe

(continued from page 184)

Common Sootywing (left) at Paddy Greene Rd, 19 June - photo Ian Smith. 
Leonardus Skipper at Lynden Rd & 5th Concession, 19 July - photo Bill Lamond.

Indian Skipper (left) at Fletcher Creek E.P, 11 June - photo Nick 
Godfrey. Mulberry Wing at Westover Rd, 5 July - photo Ian Smith.
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Mulberry Wing *
sedge swamp N of Hyde Tract   1   2 Jul F      BL
Westover Rd and 8th Concession   4    7 Jul      JR
Crieff Bog, Puslinch Conc 7   6    8 Jul     ML

Hobomok Skipper #
rare Charitable Research Reserve   2 27 May F    JRe
Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve  10    13 Jun     JR
rare Charitable Research Reserve   1    7 Jul L    JRe

Broad-winged Skipper *

8th Concession at Westover Road    1  7 Jul F    JR
Lennon Road, S of Gore Rd    6  23 Jul    JR
8th Concession at Westover Road   12  27 Jul JR,BK
Sudden Tract    3 9 Aug L   JRe

Dun Skipper #
Hamilton Butterfly Count  12  2 Jul F   m.obs.
Westfield - western property  50  16 Jul     BL
Ruthven Park  10   1 Aug  MP,NP
Lynden Rd and 5th Concession   2 21 Aug L     JR

HSA resident species not reported in 2017:  Dorcas Copper, Bog Copper*,
 Edwards’ Hairstreak, Cherry Gall Azure, Meadow Fritillary, Tawny 

Crescent*, Silvery Checkerspot, Sleepy Duskywing*, Dion Skipper, Black 
Dash, Two-spotted Skipper, Roadside Skipper*.
*Some of these species have not been reported in several years and may be 
extirpated from the HSA.

Observers: Avalon Arsenault (AA), Jerry Bloom (JB), Rick Cavasin 
(RCa), Chris Cheatle (CC), Helen Colvin (HC), Mike Cowlard (MC), 
Bob Curry (BC), Don Davis (DDa), Rob Dobos (RD), Dave Don (DD), 
Nancy Douglas (ND), Randy Droniuk (RDr), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), 
Nick Godfrey (NG), Jessica Hodgins (JH), Bonnie Kinder (BK), Bill 
Lamond (BL), Maxim Larrivee (ML), Marlene Legge (MLe), Owen 

Lucas (OL), Len Manning (LM), Sheldon McGregor (SM), William 
McIlveen (WM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Bill Mehlenbacher (BM), 
Joe Minor (JM), Matt Mills (MM), Rose Petersen (RPe), Mary Pomfret 
(MP), Norm Pomfret (NP), Rich Poort (RP), Joanne Redwood (JR), Julie 
Reid (JRe), Karen Root (KR), Brenda Van Ryswyk (BVR), Stewart Scott 
(SS), Michelle Sharp (MS), Donna Sheppard (DS), Ian Smith (IS), Paul 
Smith (PS), Laurie Takayesu (LT), Paul Tavares (PT), Karin Davidson 
Taylor (KDT), Gail Howe Trenholm (GHT), Ross Wood (RW).
I would like to thank everyone who submitted records for this 2017 summary.

Literature Cited:
Lamond, B. 2017.  2016 Hamilton Study Area Butterfly Summary. 
Wood Duck 70: 176-178, 183-185. 
Lamond, B. 2016.  2015 Hamilton Study Area Butterfly Summary. 
Wood Duck 69: 200-202, 207, 214-215. 
Lamond, B. 2015.  2014 Hamilton Study Area Butterfly Summary. 
Wood Duck 68: 176-178, 184, 191 (a complete bibliography of 
Hamilton area butterflies is given at the end of this 2015 article). 
Moore, H.  1963. 1962 Butterfly Records. Wood Duck 16: 92.
Wormington, A. 1970. Butterflies of the Hamilton Area and Other 
Interesting Areas. Wood Duck 23: 64-65 and 100-103.
Wormington, A. and W. Lamond.  2003. The Butterflies of Hamilton, 
Ontario. Pages 3-1 to 3-30 In: Nature Counts Project – Hamilton 
Natural Areas Inventory 2003 – Species Checklists. Edited by Jill K. 
Dwyer.
Wormington, A. 2006. The Butterflies of Halton Region, Ontario: A 
Preliminary List. Pages 113-132 In: Halton Natural Areas Inventory 
2006: Volume 2 – Species Checklists. 184pp.

Broad-winged Skipper (left) at Mountsberg C.A., 8 Aug - photo 
Brenda Van Ryswyk. Tawny-edged Skipper, male, at Urquhart 

Butterfly Garden, 3 Aug - photo Michelle Sharp.

American Painted Lady, 22 June at Urquhart Butterfly Garden - photo 
Michelle Sharp.

Red-spotted Purple, 2 August  at Urquhart Butterfly Garden - photo 
Michelle Sharp.
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Wolves and Coyotes in Ontario
by Bill Lamond

The February HNC meeting was a real treat for me and for 100s of 
others that attended this talk on wolves and coyotes. There were 

so many people, that the RBG had the foresight to remove one of the 
walls to make the room twice as large. It was certainly needed. All 
those in attendance got an education in the current thinking of the 
relationships of wolves and coyotes in North America but specifically 
in Ontario where all four taxa interact. Did I say four taxa? Previous 
to this night I would have said only three taxa. Read on.

This evening’s talk was by Dr. Brad White of Trent University. Dr. 
White has links to Hamilton as he obtained his Ph. D. at McMaster, 
and following a sojourn at David Suzuki’s lab at UBC and at the 
Biology Department at Queen’s University, he moved back to 
Hamilton to be the Chair of the Biology Department at McMaster in 
the early 1990s. Here, he was involved with the Hamilton Harbour 
Remediation Plan. He was also on the Board of the Royal Botanical 
Gardens and is currently on the Biodiversity Programs Committee 
at the RBG. He moved to Tent University in 1998 where he is a 
Professor in Conservation Genetics and Biodiversity. He has been 
involved with wolf and coyote research for over 20 years.

Dr. White’s talk follows the wonderful talk at the HNC by Dr. John 
Theberge around the turn of the century, where Dr. Theberge’s first 
words were not words at all, but a wolf howl. I vividly remember 
someone sitting near me who responded to his howl with a howl 
of his own. I sincerely wish that I had howled in response as well. 
Dr. Theberge went on to tell us about his 11 years of research on 
the wolves of Algonquin Park. There was new information that 
night that was questioning what type of wolves these were. We had 
always assumed these were Gray Wolves but new genetic analysis 
was suggesting these were in fact Red Wolves or Eastern Wolves. 
Red Wolves were an endangered species in the southern U.S. and 
on the brink of extinction (still are). This was ground-breaking and 
exciting information at the time.

Dr. Brad White is actually a botanist but specializes in DNA. He 
was involved with Dr. Theberge, analyzing the wolf DNA provided 
by Dr. Theberge. The analysis showed how coyote genes were 
introgressing into Algonquin wolf populations (by hybridization)
but more importantly, the genetics were saying that DNA of 
Algonquin wolves and that of southern U.S. Red Wolves were 
almost identical. These Algonquin wolves were not Gray Wolves 
but in fact Red Wolves. A quote from Dr. Theberge from his 
wonderful book, Wolf Country (page 259); “The genetic evidence 
from Brad White’s lab shows that Red Wolf and lycaon (Algonquin 
Wolf) are similar not just because both hybridize with Coyotes, but 
despite hybridization. Strip away the Coyote component and the 
two wolves group even more closely together, further illustrating 
their unity as a species”. Nonetheless, the Red Wolf in the southern 
U.S. is still referred to as Canis rufus, whereas the Algonquin wolf 
is Canis lycaon. But really they are the same. Dr. White was with 
us on this night to give us further updates on genetic analysis of 
canids in North America.

First Dr. White gave us some 
prehistoric information. At some 
time in the long past, the Red Wolf 
and the Coyote diverged from each 
other and became the two dominant 
canids in North America. The Red 
Wolf then dispersed to Asia via an 
Alaskan landbridge that had formed 
about 600,000 – 800,000 years ago. 
There the species evolved, possibly 
hybridizing with the Etruscan Wolf, 
such that when it returned to North America with the formation 
of another landbridge at Alaska about 300,000 years ago, it was 
sufficiently diverged from the Red Wolf, that it was a different 
species, the Gray Wolf. The Gray Wolf presumably outcompeted the 
Red Wolf and the Coyote to occupy most of North America except 
for southeastern North America where the Red Wolf persisted. 
Coyotes came into the picture in eastern North America in very 
recent times with the advent of Europeans who cut down the forests 

in eastern North America and systematically set out to kill the wolf; 
and they were very efficient at this. The loss of the forests and the 
loss of huge numbers of wolves allowed the Coyote to invade from 
the west which it has done spectacularly well, arriving in Ontario 
100 years ago, and now occurring all the way to Newfoundland. 
The Coyote has extensively hybridized with the Eastern Wolf (Red 
Wolf, Algonquin Wolf) in its eastward journey and the Coyote in 
the east is a much different beast than what occurs in the west; it is 
much larger and preys on larger items. It could be termed a Coy-
wolf rather than a Coyote with the incorporation of Eastern (Red) 
Wolf genes. Dr. White didn’t mention this, but I’m assuming you 
would not find a pure Coyote in southern Ontario now. So, what has 
happened to the Eastern Wolf (Red Wolf) in Ontario? The Eastern 
Wolf has certainly been changed by hybridization with Coyote. 
Measurements by Theberge has shown that many Algonquin 
wolves are smaller than they were historically. Dr. White then 
mentioned something that is critically important in preserving 
the Eastern Wolf in Ontario from being swamped by Coyote genes 
and being hybridized out of existence. This “something” is habitat, 
namely unbroken heavy forest. How is this preserving the Eastern 

Evening speaker Dr. Brad White 
in his lab at Trent University.

Eastern Wolf just outside Algonquin Park west gate on Hwy 60, 
5 February 2017 - photo Sarah Lamond.
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Wolf? The Eastern Wolf is primarily a White-tailed Deer specialist; 
however in parts of Algonquin Park the forest has really grown in 
and is unsuitable for deer but is great for Moose. Now Moose are 
usually too large to succumb to Eastern Wolves, but where deer 
have become sparse and Moose dominate, the wolves have had to 
switch to Moose to a degree. This 
is critical. To deal with Moose, 
whether weak adults or young 
Moose, the wolves have to be big, 
meaning wolves that are small 
due to Coyote gene introgression 
will not be able to compete. This 
is a strong selection pressure for 
bigger wolves, or put another 
way, wolves with minimal 
Coyote genes. This drives the 
Algonquin wolves closer to 
being pure Eastern Wolves. This 
growing-in of the forests also 
prevents the Coyote (Coy-wolf) 
from invading the park as this 
is not a habitat of its liking. So, 
in essence, we can save Eastern 
Wolves in Ontario (and possibly 
on earth) by policy decisions 
that favour Moose habitat in 
southern Ontario. This would 
mean a reduction of logging roads and a phase out of clear-cutting 
towards more selective cutting. This is being done in many areas 
around Algonquin Park. I have witnessed this selective logging 
around our family cabin north of Algonquin Park in the Deep River 
area, and the habitat recovers very quickly after the logging. This 

change in logging practices will cause a drop in White-tailed Deer 
numbers but the benefit will be to Moose and Eastern Wolves. 
Another critical factor in saving the Eastern Wolf in Ontario is 
the banning of wolf trapping or shooting in counties that border 
Algonquin Park. This killing was so extreme in the 1990s that packs 
were being decimated in the winter-time as packs left the park to 
follow the deer. This killing allowed area Coyotes to intermingle 
more often with Eastern Wolves. By analogy, an Eastern Wolf would 
not be too fussy about mating with a Coyote if there were no other 
Eastern Wolves around. Now with the trapping and hunting bans 
in place, the wolf packs are much more stable from year to year, 
and there is less Coyote genome flowing into the wolf populations.

One thing that I always wondered about regarding the area around 

our family cabin was where the dividing line was between Eastern 
Wolves and Gray Wolves. I have seen wolves near the cabin and 
assumed they had to be Eastern Wolves as it was so close to 
Algonquin Park and the habitat was essentially Algonquin Park-
type habitat. Perhaps the “border” was somewhere across the 

Ottawa River in Quebec, where 
the Gray Wolf took over? I 
had also assumed that Eastern 
Wolves and Gray Wolves did 
not hybridize very much, in 
the same manner that Coyotes 
do not hybridize with Gray 
Wolves in the west; Gray Wolves 
eat Coyotes in the west. Then 
Dr. White talked about some 
recent information which was 
entirely new to me. This was the 
Great Lakes Wolf, also known 
as the Boreal Wolf. This is the 
wolf of the Great Lakes Region 
(found in Wisconsin, Minnesota,  
north Michigan, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba, northern Ontario 
and Quebec). It is a hybrid wolf, 
containing genetic material 
from the Gray Wolf and Eastern 
Wolf but it is morphologically 

more like the Gray Wolf. Based on its distribution and the likely 
historic distribution of the Eastern (Red) Wolf, the hybridization 
between the two species likely occurred with changes of the ranges 
of Gray and Eastern Wolves during the last ice age, which would 
have pushed some Gray Wolves south into Eastern Wolf habitat. 
There are even a few Coyote genes thrown into to the Boreal Wolf 
genome as well, although this is thought to be a recent occurrence 
from recent hybridization of Eastern Wolves (with Coyote genes) 
with Boreal Wolves. 

So, if you had been driving out to Manitoba and thought you saw 
a Gray Wolf along the highway, you actually saw a Boreal or Great 
Lakes Wolf. So where does pure Gray Wolf occur in Ontario? Dr. 
White said that Gray Wolf is a real Caribou specialist. He was 
concerned that its status in Ontario was vulnerable as it has a range 
that it quite restricted (Hudson Bay lowlands), and as the Caribou 
unfortunately disappears from Ontario due to political inaction, 
the Gray Wolf may go with it.

It was great evening. Dr. White was a very good speaker, taking the 
time to allow audience members to ask questions, and being patient 
with people who might not have heard the previous question and 
then asked the same one. I was impressed by his patience but much 
more by his knowledge of the current canid situation.

So, get it? Four taxa in Ontario: 1) Coyote (or really Coy-wolf); 
2) Eastern Wolf (or Red Wolf or Algonquin Wolf); 3) Boreal Wolf 
or Great Lakes Wolf (really Eastern Wolf x Gray Wolf); and Gray 
Wolf. This is of course simplistic. These are not discreet genetic 
units as there is gene flow happening between all four taxa. But 
these designations help to explain our current understanding of 
canid evolution in North America.  I look forward to future genetic 
information that sheds light on this fascinating subject. 

Map of Eastern Wolf occurrence in Ontario. Diamond - Confirmed Eastern Wolf 
occurrence. Star - Confirmed Eastern Wolf pack clusters. Circle - Suspected 

Eastern Wolf Occurrence. Darker coloured areas - Recommended no season. 
Light coloured area - Potential Eastern Wolf dispersal corridors. 

Eastern Wolf crossing Fork Lake, Algonquin Park - 21 January, 2018 - 
photo Sarah Lamond.
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An Insight into Katydid Wasp Behaviour 
by Peter Thoem

RBG’s Kippax Garden is worth a long visit in the months of 
high summer. It’s when the expanses of native grasses and 

flowers are most spectacular and countless bees, wasps, butterflies 
and moths are easy to find and study.  Follow the paths to the 
back end of the garden and you’ll find a fascinating interpretive 
structure called a bee booth. It’s a bit like a bluebird box but the 
front is riddled with holes of varying diameters: they lead to long 
passageways or galleries which provide places for bees and wasps 
to lay eggs and stash prey. The booth has inspection doors on its 
sides that allow you to look  into some of the passages through 
clear acrylic windows. 

When I examined the bee booth last 
August the box had been cleaned 
of previous years’ debris. Most of 
the visible tunnels were empty and 
invited attention from some of the 
many wasps and bees working the 
fragrant stands of Bee Balm, Virginia 
Mountain Mint and New England 
Aster. One or two tunnels held 
small wasps and what looked like a 
paralyzed spider, at the extreme end 
of one of the most visible galleries was 
a cache of three fresh green katydids, 
probably Common Meadow Katydids. 
I fancied I could see them move faintly 
and realized these insects were helpless, 
alive and paralyzed; the stuff of horror movies. While I watched, 
a dark metallic blue/black wasp arrived at the front door carrying 
a hapless katydid equal to it in size. I don’t know wasps very well 

but a bit of on-line sleuthing led me to believe this was a Katydid 
Wasp, more specifically Sphex nudus, a member of the Shecidae 
or Thread-waisted Wasp family.

As I watched, Sphex hauled its katydid prey half way into the long 

gallery and then paused for a while to tidy and 
consolidate the existing cache.  Once tidied it 
continued dragging in the new victim until it 
was itself apparently trapped between the old 
and the new victims. It was not trapped of 
course;  it maneuvered its way around to squeeze 
back alongside its new katydid prey and spent several minutes 
head to tail with it. While crammed tightly together it was difficult 
to make out which insect was which, just too many leg segments, 
antennae, ovipositors etc. I 
believe that while opposite-
ended the wasp laid an egg 
or eggs in or on the katydid. 
My photos are little clouded 
and distorted by the acrylic 
window but look carefully 
and I think you can make 
out the wasp’s ovipositor 
touching or penetrating the 
katydid’s thorax.

On the series of photos 
you can see: The wasp 
approaching the entrance 
carrying its prey; the wasp 
alone coming in to tidy and 
compact the existing larder; 
the wasp dragging the 
katydid (note the banana-
shaped ovipositor at the end 
of the katydid’s abdomen); 
and the wasp lying head to 
tail with the prey. 

RBG’s Kippax Garden is in 
Hendrie Park opposite the 
main building on Plains Rd.   
Take your camera.  For more 
about bee booths see www.
resonatingbodies.wordpress.com

All photos by Peter Thoem, 9 
August 2017. Kippax Garden, Royal 
Botanical Gardens.

Katydid Wasp bringing 
Common Meadow 

Katydid into chamber. 

Katydid Wasp dragging Common Meadow Katydid into chamber.

Katydid Wasp in gallery with 
“victims”

Author Peter 
Thoem.

Katydid Wasp lays eggs in 
paralysed victim.



   Affix Label Here

40048074
Return undeliverable Canadian      
addresses to:  The Hamilton   
Naturalists’ Club
Westdale P.O. Box 89052
Hamilton, ON  L8S 4R5

 

Three species of overwintering adult butterflies at Riverwood Conservancy on 8 April 2017. The Eastern Comma is the least worn 
of the three (top left) with the Mourning Cloak (right) and the Compton Tortoiseshell looking a little worse for wear - photo Bonnie 

Kinder. The annual butterfly summary begins on page 176 inside.

New Falconwatch Camera Installed
On Wednesday, March 7 2018, Charles Gregory and Mike 
Street, acting on behalf of the HNC’s Falconwatch project, 
worked with Hamilton Video and Sound’s 
Josh Boyd (left) and Jack Vogan (right) 
to install a new high definition camera 
to replace the old one which gave us lots 
of difficulty in 2017. After a long day the 
system was placed in service and paid 
dividends right away, when Charles was 
able to zoom in on a Peregrine which 
had landed on the nest ledge, read its 
band number, and confirm that it was the 
male, Ossie. Ossie and his mate Lily are 
celebrating the third anniversary of their 

arrival in Hamilton, and will begin their fourth nesting season 
on the Sheraton Hamilton Hotel very soon. The HNC and 

Falconwatch want to once again sincerely 
thank TD Friends of the Environment 
(TD-FEF) for funding the new camera, 
the Bosch Corporation for offering a 
significant discount on the equipment, 
and Hamilton Video and Sound for 
arranging the discount and donating the 
installation and setup labour. Falconwatch 
is actively looking for volunteers for both 
the Committee and the actual street watch 
in June. Contact Mike at 905-648-3737 or 
mikestreet1@gmail.com.


