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Winter 2017/18 Noteworthy Bird Records
Anhinga - New for the Hamilton Study Area 

Tufted Duck male at LaSalle Park, 5 February 2018 - photo Don Munro. This stellar rarity was first found off Lorne 
Park Estates on Lake Ontario by Luc Fazio on 16 December 2017. Shortly afterwards it moved out of the HSA as far east as 
Etobicoke. It was rediscovered at the Burlington Ship Canal on 25 January 2018 by Kevin McLaughlin and spent the next 

month at various places at the "Head of the Lake". Many birders were rewarded with great views and many were able to 
get great photographs too!
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HSA Nature Notes — Northern or Southern?
I was just wondering if anyone can identify if this is a Northern 

or a Southern Flying Squirrel. The photo was taken this 
evening (2 April 2018) just outside my kitchen window!
I am assuming Northern, but think that I may have both species 
here in my garden in NE Flamborough. Throughout the winter 
there were several coming to this bird feeder every night, but 
now there are considerably more. We watched about seven at 
the same time last night, gliding in from all directions.  
Some definitely appear to be lighter and a little smaller than the 
others, so perhaps Southern Flying Squirrels as well?
 They are fascinating to watch; completely unafraid and unfazed 

by my dogs barking loudly at the howling coyotes who were 
very close by tonight.
Helen Colvin.

From what I’ve read, there are a few features that can be used 
to distinguish these two look-alike species. However, there is 
only one feature that can be seen in the photo below that points 
to Northern Flying Squirrel and that is the colour of the tail tip. 
The tip of the tail in Northern is dark to nearly black, whereas 
in Southern, the tail tip is concolorous with the rest of the tail. I 
think it is apparent here that this individual has a darker tail tip.
Bill Lamond
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Editor’s Notes.....
This is the last issue of Wood Duck Volume 71. As always, there is now a four month 
hiatus before the next issue in September. However, please note that there will be another 
summer issue in a couple of months (Wood Duck "In the Summer") but it is an on-line issue 
only. It will be placed on the Club's website around the end of June. If you would like to 
submit an article for this issue, and I would be most pleased if you do, I would like to have 
it before the 15th of June. This on-line issue has a much broader scope for what articles 
can be included, and I'm tempted to call it a "member's issue" because of this. Some 
articles are already lined up for this issue such as the amazing Tundra Swan flight on 28 
February 2018, an update on the status of dragonflies in Halton Region, how to co-exist 
with snakes, a few HSA Nature Note articles, and hopefully several nature photos from 
the many fine photographers in our Club. Have a great summer everyone!

The cover Wood Duck photo this month is by Sherri Jensen, taken at 6th Road East, 
Stoney Creek on 27 February 2018.

Chedoke Valley Development Controversy Brewing 
by Gord McNulty

A decision by the Hamilton Conservation Authority to issue a 
development permit for two 15-storey student residences in 

a stretch of the Chedoke Valley has ignited a growing controversy.  
In a surprising move that raised environmental concerns, the 
Authority Board of Directors voted unanimously in February to 
allow the Columbia International College project at Main Street 
West and Longwood Road South. The approval came despite a 
staff report strongly recommending against a development that 
does not comply with municipal, HCA or provincial policy in a 
regulated creek valley.    

The property, bordered by Highway 403, has long been altered 
by intense urban development. Chedoke Creek flows through an 
open concrete-lined channel directly opposite the project site.  

However, the valley slope is wooded and contiguous with 
a wooded valley both to the east and the west. It has been 
identified as a cultural woodland through a natural heritage 
constraints assessment in 2015. Three municipally designated 
Environmentally Significant Areas – Iroquoia Heights 
Conservation Area, Hamilton Escarpment, and Cootes Paradise 
– are within the Chedoke Creek subwatershed.

The staff report cited numerous concerns about the project, 
including potential public safety and property risks within 
Chedoke valley lands susceptible to erosion hazards. Although 
a detailed grading plan has not been provided, staff estimate 
the proposal would require about 1,440 dump truck loads of 
engineered fill to reconstruct the valley slope. 

Staff underlined key provincial 
and HCA policies directing such 
development to areas outside of 
hazardous lands.  In fact, the Provincial 
Policy Statement specifically prohibits 
development in hazardous lands where 
the purpose is institutional, including 
schools. Hamilton’s Official Plan, 
with similar goals, generally limits 
permitted uses within hazard lands to 
conservation management and passive 
recreation. 

Staff cited numerous examples of ravine slope failure with 
resulting property damage and subsequent economic losses. The 
issue was highlighted in The Hamilton Spectator’s October, 2017 
series, “Cracks in the foundation: The price of living on the edge.” 
As noted in the series, Hamilton faces rising costs associated 
with failures as a result of building or living too close to the edge 
of the escarpment and the valleys of Red Hill Creek and other 
streams. Climate change is accelerating the consequences of poor 
planning, more than half-a-century ago, that allowed hundreds of 
homes to be constructed in questionable areas.

Given the pressures of urban intensification, HCA staff also voiced 
concern that approving the Columbia project may set a precedent 
and lead to similar proposals for development and infilling of 
watershed valley systems. These concerns are shared by Lynda 
Lukasik, Executive Director of Environment Hamilton, who 

Gord McNulty - photo 
Nicole Chamula.
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suggests the HCA has set a dangerous precedent and Columbia 
should look for another location for the project. 

Richard Leitner, of Hamilton Community News, covered the HCA 
Board meeting. His report noted a succession of consultants 
for the college and co-proponent Plaza Imports Ltd. said the 
development will further establish the area as an education hub 
and be engineered to create a more stable slope and improve the 
properties ecologically. 

Lawyer Brian Duxbury said the slope “is already an artificial 
construct” because other developments have piled fill there over 
the years. He was quoted as saying, “This site is an anomaly and 
it sets no precedent.” 

Planning consultant Sergio Manchia said the project is a 
predominately residential use — not institutional — and will 
be a gateway to west Hamilton for 900 international students. 
Only four of the HCA directors in attendance asked questions. 
They then went behind closed doors for about half an hour, 
emerging to approve the permit without debate.  They attached 
nine conditions, including among other things the owner 
submitting a detailed geotechnical report on the slope’s proposed 
reconstruction and entering into a “save harmless” agreement 
indemnifying the HCA against any liability for the development.
Mike Stone, the authority’s manager of watershed planning 
services, was quoted in the Community News as saying that he 
understood the location is really attractive to the college, but he 
maintained the development is too big for the available land.
Hamilton Ward 1 Councillor Aidan Johnson, a HCA director 
who missed the meeting because of a scheduling conflict, told 
Community News he was “surprised and disappointed” to learn 
of the authority’s green light. Supporting the staff position, he 
added that if he had thought there was going to be any problem, 
he would have rearranged his schedule to attend the meeting. 
Councillor Johnson, who chairs the City of Hamilton’s planning 
committee, noted the issue entails a rezoning application that 
will ultimately be decided by City Council.  A public meeting is 
expected to be scheduled later this spring and the HNC plans to 
comment. 
John Terpstra, who is writing a book about Chedoke Creek and 
the valley to be published this fall, is another critic of the HCA 
decision along with other opponents such as Joanna Chapman.  

John, quoted in a recent Hamilton Spectator column by Jeff 
Mahoney, said it is wrong to reduce the creek and valley to real 
estate when the City has a limited amount of natural land features.
John was also interviewed on the Hamilton Cable 14 TV 
program, City Matters, on March 22. He received an encouraging 
response from host Doug Farraway, who recalled fond memories 
of growing up in the Chedoke watershed as a youngster and 
expressed appreciation of the stream.   

“The idea of putting landfill in a valley to create developable 
land is wrong on a number of counts,” John said. “…Whether 
the valley is pristine any longer or not, this is not something we 
should be doing anymore.” 

John’s book, called “Daylighting Chedoke,” will explore how more 
cities in North America, Europe and Asia are taking creeks that 
were formerly rerouted in underground pipes and opening up 
the streams.  The “daylighting” strategy improves storm runoff, 
creates natural vegetation and enhances the quality of urban life 
by giving citizens more opportunities to enjoy the benefits of 
living near creeks.  

John will be leading a Jane’s Walk early in May, starting at 
Chedoke Creek beside the valley.  He can be reached at j.terpstra@
sympatico.ca

Anhinga  – New for the HSA
by Ross Wood

On 28 May, 2017, I was in my front 
yard (Nassagaweya First Line, 

200 metres south of Campbellville Rd)  
doing what every birder does at that 
time of year; trying to squeeze in as 
much birding as possible before spring 
migration comes to an end for another 
year. It was 11:30 a.m. and I was entering 
everything I could see and hear into my 
eBird checklist. Considering the time of 
day, the birds were still quite vocal with 
singing Northern Waterthrush and Red-eyed Vireo claiming 
their territories and being among the first species added to the 
eBird list, followed by many other expected species.  

I was waiting for my wife Karen and our dog to join me for a 
walk as I was eager to get into the woods to see what other late 
migrants may be trickling through. I was growing increasingly 
impatient with this delay. Thankfully this meant I was standing 
in the only location around with an unobstructed view of the 
sky. Suddenly I spotted a large black bird soaring high in the sky.  
My initial thought was, "boy that sure looks like an Anhinga".  
Knowing that was very unlikely I put my binoculars on the bird 
and was astonished to find that my initial gut feeling about this 
bird was correct.  The Anhinga soared as it slowly worked its way 
across the sky in a southwesterly direction, looking like a flying 

Ross Wood at OBRC 
meeting in Toronto, April 
2015 - photo Mark Peck.
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cross as they are often described, with roughly equal lengths of 
its tail and outstretched neck from the body. It appeared to be 
an adult male as it was all dark except for a pale dagger-shaped 
bill, and when the light hit the bird at a certain angle as it banked 
around, I could make out a clear buffy-brown tip to the tail.

Knowing the exceptional rarity of this observation, I had to 
document the sighting as best I could. My camera was sitting 
in my car on the front seat which was parked right beside me.  
Unfortunately the car was locked with the keys in the house! I 
made a quick decision to run into the house to get the keys in the 

hope of getting a photograph. My dog, sensing my excitement or 
possibly just being impatient to go for a walk too,  jumped all over 
me as I burst in the door. Although it likely took only seconds 
to find my keys, it felt like minutes, and by the time I was back 
outside and had grabbed the camera, the Anhinga was gone. 
What disappointment; I had lost my chance at getting a photo. 
I knew the next best thing I could do was alert other birders of 
the sighting and the direction of travel. I quickly fired off a post 
to Hamilton Birds and then I called and texted other birders that 
lived closest in the direction the bird was headed. Unfortunately, 
the Anhinga would not be seen again.

This sighting becomes the first accepted record of this species 
for the Hamilton Study Area. The documentation submitted to 
the Ontario Bird Records Committee, was officially accepted 
by the OBRC on 8 April 2018. Due to its exceptional rarity, it 
was picked to be the Bird of the Year for 2017 in the Hamilton 
Study Area, despite being seen by only one observer. It is one 
of few accepted records for Ontario. There are two old records, 
one from Sault Ste. Marie in 1881 and the other near the town of 
Wellington in 1904. Neither of these records have been accepted 
as valid Ontario records although both may be good records. We 
will never know. The first accepted Ontario record was in 2000 
when an adult was seen by over 1,600 people from 16 July to 
16 September in a pond near Delaware. Since that time there 
have been four other accepted Ontario records and Ross's record 
makes the sixth - Ed.

Anhinga at Delaware, Ontario on 18 July 2000 - photo Kayo Roy. This long 
staying Anhinga (two months!) was seen by well over a thousand birders.

Half of the Earth for Nature
from Focusing on Wildlife - 1 March 2018

In 2010 at a major international conference in Japan,  
governments agreed to establish a network of reserves and 

protected seas that would, by 2020, cover 17% of Earth’s land 
surface and 10% of our oceans. “With more than two years to 
go, we now have about 15% of land protected and about 7% of 
oceans,” said Mike Hoffman, of the Zoological Society of London. 
But many conservationists argue that even if these goals could 
be achieved they will still not halt extinctions. The current focus 
on protecting what humans are willing to spare for conservation 
is unscientific, they say. Instead, conservation targets should 
be determined by what is necessary to protect nature. This 
point is stressed by Harvey Locke, whose organisation, Nature 
Needs Half, takes a far bolder approach and campaigns for the 
preservation of fully 50% of our planet for wildlife by 2050.

“That may seem a lot – if you think the world is a just a place for 
humans to exploit,” Locke told the Observer. “But if you recognise 
the world as one that we share with wildlife, letting it have half 
of the Earth does not seem that much.” The idea is supported by 
E. O. Wilson, the distinguished Harvard biologist, in his most 
recent book, Half Earth. “We thrash about, appallingly led, with 
no particular goal other than economic growth and unfettered 
consumption,” he writes. “As a result, we’re extinguishing Earth’s 
biodiversity as though the species of the natural world are no 

Welcome Corner...
Our Membership Director Jill Baldwin, and the entire HNC 
Board would like to welcome the new members who joined 
in  March.
Welcome Catherine Beattie, Jonathon Von Kodar,  and the 
family of Terry, Monica, Jennifer & Taylor Tait.

better than weeds and kitchen vermin.” The solution, he says, 
is to fill half the planet with conservation zones – though just 
how this division is to be decided is not made clear in his book. 
In any case, Hoffman points out, simply setting aside huge 
chunks of land or marine areas will not, on its own, save the day. 
“We could earmark the whole of northern Canada as a wildlife 
reserve but, given the paucity of animals who live in these frozen 
regions, that would not have a significant effect on a great many 
species who live elsewhere,” he said.

Simply setting aside half the planet as wilderness and using 
the other half for giant cities and farms poses other difficulties. 
Instead, conservationists argue, a far more carefully integrated 
pattern of wildlife areas needs to be established, one that will 
allow animals to move relatively easily between reserves, and so 
maintain genetic diversity between populations. 
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Noteworthy Bird Records — December to February, 2017-18
by Bill Lamond

Underlined species or dates require documentation to be submitted to the newly reorganized Hamilton Bird Records Committee 
[HBRC] (Barb Charlton, Bob Curry, Rob Dobos, Bill Lamond, Ross Wood). Those records where documentation has been 

received are marked with a double asterisk “**”. Records where documentation has not been received are marked with a double 
pound “##”. The HBRC realizes that it is unclear which dates require documentation for a species as the Date Guide to the Birds 
of the Hamilton Area is not readily available and the dates listed in that publication for many species need revision. For the time 
being, the HBRC is using the first three migration dates (or last three) given in Birds of Hamilton as documentation criteria. Species 
observed within those dates require documentation as date rarities. This will be the case until the new Date Guide comes out in 2019. 
Underlined species are geographic rarities in the Hamilton area. These rarities are listed in Hamilton Area Bird Checklist 2007. All 
documentation submitted here has not yet been reviewed by the HBRC.
Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. For species marked with “#”, all reported records 
for the period are listed. For all other species, only highlights are listed. Note that the species order follows the most recent American 
Ornithological Society's (AOS) checklist and supplements.

Legend:
*  - first occurrence for the year
F - first occurrence for the
 migration
L - last occurrence for the
 migration
SM - singing male
terr. - territorial bird
SWP - storm water pond
**  - documentation received
## - documentation not received

Plumages, etc.:
m. - male
f. - female
ad. - adult
ba. - basic
alt. - alternate
imm. - immature
juv. - juvenile
1st  yr. - first year
yg. - young

County/Region/City:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

Observers: John Adams (JA), William Andrus (WA), Isabel Apkarian (IA), Andrew Bailey (ABa), Aileen Barclay (AB), Gerten Basom (GB), 
Dave Beadle (DBe), Robert Bell (RBe), John Bick (JBi), John Black (JoB), John Blanchard (JBla), Jerry Bloom (JBl), Mike Boyd (MBo), John Brett 
(JBr), David Brewer (DBr), Rob Buchanan (RB), Peter Burke (PBu), Ken Burrell (KB), Mike Burrell (MB), Mike Cadman (MC), Bruce Campbell 
(BCa), Gray Carlin (GC), Adam Capparelli (AC), MaryAnn Cervin-Lawry (MCL), Barb Charlton (BCha), Chris Cheatle (CC), Barry Cherriere 
(BCh), Barry Coombs (BCo), Meghan Copeland (MCo), Alyssa Couroux (ACo), Mark Cranford (MCr), Cindy Crease (CCr), Bill Crins (BCr), 
Bob Curry (BC), Ken Dance (KD), Kevin Dance (KeD), Sandy Darling (SD), Bill Davis (BD), Trevor Deamude (TD), Stephanie Dearing (SDe), 
Dennis Dirigal (DDi), Rob Dobos (RD), Andrew Don (AD), Dave Don (DD), Jane Don (JD), Paul Eagles (PE), Felix Eckley (FE), Rick Eckley 
(RE), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Brandon P.M. Edwards (BPME), Kevin Empey (KE), Chris Escott (CEs), Ben Evans 
(BE), Neil Faulkenham (NFa), Luc Fazio (LF), Cheryl Ferguson (CFu), Mark Field (MF), Paul Fletcher (PF), Lev Frid (LFr), Brett Fried (BF), 
Christian Friis (CF), Nancy Furber (NF), Denys Gardiner (DG), Kathleen Gardiner (KG), Sophie Gibb (SG), Cory Gibbs (CG), Eric Giles (EGi), 
Kevin Giles (KGi), Ethan Gosnell (EG), Monica Grantham (MG), Ryan Griffiths (RG), Bev Hadler (BHa), Todd Hagedorn (TH), Dominik Halas 
(DH), Mike Hallett (MH), Shelly Hamilton (SH), Sara Handrigan (SHa), Marlene Hart (MHa), Jeremy Hatt (JH), Erika Hentsch (EHe), Brandon 
Holden (BH), Nathan Hood (NH), Tyler Hoar (THo), Jerry Horak (JH), Ellen Horak (EH), Carol Horner (CH), Randy Husson (RH), Matt Iles 
(MI), Brenda Irvine (BI), Elizabeth Ivany (EI), Mourad Jabra (MJa), Marcie Jacklin (MJac), Doug Jagger (DJa), Josh Janvrin (JJ), Kiah Jasper (KJ), 
Simon Jeeves (SJ), Beth Jefferson (BJ), Mark Jennings (MJ), Dawn Johnson (DJ); Carol Jones (CJ), Jeff Jones (JJo), Morgan Kain (MK), Andrew 
Keaveney (AKe), Bonnie Kinder (BK), William Konze (WK), Jackson Kusack (JK), Sarah Labrie (SLa), Bill Lamond (BL), Sarah Lamond (SL), 
James Lees (JL), Mike Lepage (MLe), Rick Ludkin (RL), Bruce Mackenzie (BMac), Laurie Mackenzie (LMac), Stuart Mackenzie (SMac), Mike 
MacLeod (MMac), Dan MacNeal (DMac), Len Manning (LM), Reuven Martin (RM), David McCorquodale (DM),  Sheldon McGregor (SMc), 
Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Nancy McPherson (NMc), Bill Mehlenbacher (BM), Dawn Miles (DMi), Martha Miller (MMi), Gary Milks (GMi), 
Sue Milks (SMi), Matt Mills (MM), Jan Mitton (JMi), Peter Mitton (PMi), Nathan Miller (NM), Tom Miller (TM), Kai Millyard (KMi), Jennifer 
Minogue (JMin), David Moffatt (DMo), Angelique Mori (AM), Samreen Munim (SM), Buddy Myles (BMy), Alec Napier (AN), George Naylor 
(GN), Deryl Nethercroft (DN), Josh Nieuwenhuis (JN), Derek Neumann (DNe), Mike Norton (MN), Owen Novoselac (ON), Ben Oldfield 
(BO), William Olenek (WO), Thomas Ouchterlony (TO), Rob Palin (RPa), Frank Pinilla (FP), Mark Patry (MP), Helen Pattison (HPa), Mark 
Peck (MPe), Jon Pleizier (JP), Richard Poort (RPo), Ed Poropat (EP), Rob Porter (RP), Michael Press (MPr), George Prieksaitis (GPr), David 
Pryor (DPr), Steve Radusa (SRa), Joanne Redwood (JR), Kory Renaud (KR), Brian Rennie (BRe), Nicole Richardson (NR), Sarah Richer (SR), 
Owen Ridges (OR), Garth Riley (GRi), Judy Robins (JRo), David Rooke (DRo), Mary Anne Rose (MAR), Greg Salter (GSa), Dan Salisbury (DS), 
Marlene Sanders (MSa), Yves Scholten (YS), Caleb Scholtens (CSc), Peter Scholtens (PSc), Eva Schorer (ESc), James Scott (JS), Stewart Scott 
(SS), Kevin Seymour (KSe), Kevin Shackleton (KS), Dawn Sherman (DSh), Lucas Short (LS), Scott Silver (SSi), Joan Sims (JSi), George Sims 
(GSi), Richard Skevington (RSk), Nancy Smith (NS), Roy Sorgenfrei (RSo), Bob Stamp (BS), Chris Street (CS), Mike Street (MS), Paul Strong 
(PSt), Greg Stuart (GSt), Dave Szmyr (DSz), Lisa Teskey (LT), Peter Thoem (PT), Tom Thomas (TT), David Trumbell (DT), James Turland (JT), 
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Tristan Uchida (TU), Fred Urie (FU), Rohan van Twest (RvT), Anthony Vanderheyden (AnV); Arthur Vanderheyden (ArV); Josh Vandermeulen 
(JV), John Vieira (JVi), Mike Waldhuber (MW), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Jim Watt (JWa), Carl-adam Wegenschimmel (CaW), Dale Wenger (DW), 
Quinten Wiegersma (QW), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Karen Wood (KWo); Ross Wood (RWo); Brian Wyatt (BWy), Nick 
Yaremchuk (NY), Owen Yates (OY), Serena Young (SYo), Susan Youngson (SY), Anthony Zammit (AZ), many observers (m.obs.).

Greater White-fronted Goose#: One over Bismark [NG] ** 23 Jan 
(KB); one at 5th Road East [HM] 20 Feb (LM,LT); six at 6th Road East 
[HM]** 21 Feb {photo} (MMac) and eight there 23 Feb (RE); 11 at 8th 
Road East & Green Mountain Rd [HM] ** 24 Feb (DJ/AC/RD,m.obs.) 
and later at Ridge Rd, W of 10th Road East (RD et al.). Also at 10th Road 
East at quarry 25 Feb (NH,IA) and again on 28 Feb (MMac); one in 
Basingstoke area [NG] ** 23 Feb (THo); three along 8th Line, S of Derry 
Rd [HL] ** 24 Feb {photo} (RM); seven over Mountain Rd and Elm Tree 
Rd, Grimsby ## 25 Feb (RD,CE); 3 at Victoria Rd, Puslinch [WL] ** 27 
Feb {photo} (RH); one at Flamboro Downs [HM] ** 28 Feb (JL).

Snow Goose#: One at Princess Point, RBG 2 Dec (WO); one at Shade’s 
Mills C.A. [WT] 4-7 Dec (AZ); one (white) at LaSalle Park 15 Dec 
(white) {photo} (JR); one ad. (blue) at pond at Barton St and Pottruff 
Rd [HM] 19 Dec (KM); one (white) over HCA HQ [HM] 19 Dec L (JL); 
two (blue) at LaSalle Park 28 Jan {photo} (AD/WO,m.obs.) and later at 
Bronte Harbour from 1 Feb – 19 Feb {photo} (MJ/GPr,m.obs), also seen 
over Wyecroft Rd on 13 Feb (DJ); two (white) at 10th Road East [HM] 
3 Feb F (KMi); two (white) over Centre Mall [HM] 20 Feb (KWi); one 
(white) at 231 Mountain Rd, Grimsby [NG] 21 Feb (LM); one at James 
Snow Parkway near Britannia Rd [HL] 22 Feb (JA); one over Dundas 
Valley 24 Feb (TU); three (blue) at Port Davidson Rd, S of Smithville 
[NG] 25 Feb (RD,CE); two (white & Blue) at Flamboro Downs [HM] 
{photo} 28 Feb (JL,m.obs); one at Mountsberg Reservoir [WL] 28 Feb 
(MC); one over Hwy 8 and Glover Rd [HM] 28 (JBla).
Ross Goose#: Two along South Service Rd, Stoney Creek  ** 5 Jan 
{facebook photo} (Larry "Zee"); two at Oakes Rd, S of Main St, Grimsby 
[NG] ** 19 – 20 Jan {photo} (BD/JR/DSz/m.obs.) – landowner here, 
said the birds had been here for about a week – surely same birds as 
for 5 Jan; one at Spencer Smith Park [HL] ** 29 Jan – 1 Feb {photo} 
(DPr/JR/EH,JH); one at Bronte Bluffs Park [HL] ** {photo} 1 -7 Feb 
(SS/MJ,m.obs) – this bird was different from the bird at Spencer Smith 
Park as bird at Bronte was photographed before the one at Spencer 
Smith was photographed on Feb 1. Both of these birds were likely the 
Stoney Creek-Grimsby birds earlier in January that had got separated. A 
different bird 19-26 Feb at Bronte Harbour (also at Great Lakes/Rebecca 

SWP on 27 Feb) {photo} (MJ,m.obs). Photos indicate that latter bird 
may possibly possess Snow Goose genes.
Cackling Goose#: One at Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] 7 Dec {photo} 
(TH); three at Bronte Harbour [HL] 13 Dec (MJ); one at CCIW 13 
Dec (RD); 12 at Water’s Edge Park, Oakville 14 Dec {photo} (MJ); 10 
at Stoney Creek Airport 23 Feb (JR/EH,JH); six at Green Mountain Rd 
and Mud St [HM] 23 Feb (RPo); 18 at 5th Road East, S of Powerline Rd 
[HM] (RPo); four at Mud St and 6th Road East 23 Feb (RPo) – uncertain 
how many birds were in the Saltfleet Twp area on 23 Feb. At least 28 and 
possibly 38; fifteen at 8th Road East [HM] 24 Feb (WK) and also seen at 
5th Road East (AC); two at 8th Line, N of Derry Rd [HL] 24 Feb (DPr); 
one at Mattamy Cycling Centre [HL] 24 Feb (RM/LF); five at Victoria 
Rd & Leslie Rd W [WL] 25 Feb (MC,MLe,BWy) and two there 27 Feb 
(FU); four at Great Lakes/Rebecca SWP [HL] 26 Feb {photo} (MJ); two 
at Grimsby at Forty Mile Creek [NG] 26 Feb {photo} (KM); three at St 
George Rd, N of Howell Rd [BR] 28 Feb (JL); one at LaSalle Park 25-28 
Feb (IA,NH); 31 at Flamboro Downs [HM] 28 Feb {photo} (JL,et al.); 
two over King Forest, Waterdown [HM] 28 Feb (RPo); four at Powerline 
Rd & Tapleytown Rd [HM] 28 Feb (RW,MW).
Trumpeter Swan: 40 at Camp Onondaga, Glen Morris Rd [BR] 9 Dec 
(DG) and 100 there 15 Jan (DG); 152 at LaSalle Park (KE) and 164 there 
21 Jan (DNe); 100 in pond along McLean School Rd, E of Hwy 24 [BR] 
15 Jan (MH); two on Grand River in Caledonia [HD] 9 Jan – 15 Feb 
(GN/KD); seven at 5th Concession W and Fairchild Creek [HM] 27 Jan 
(NH); seven at Great Lakes/Rebecca SWP [HL] 22 Feb (MJ).
Tundra Swan: Five on lake at Rhododendron Gardens [PL] 16 Dec 
(RPo); four at LaSalle Park 30 Dec (JL); four along Waterfront Trail, Port 
Credit (BCha); one at Beach Canal 11-20 Jan (JP/NM/RD); three at 5th 
Road E [HM] 20 Feb F (LM); 17 at Glancaster Rd and Fiddler’s Green 
Rd [HM] 21 Feb (GB); six over Brant Rd 18 [BR] 24 Feb (SL); 40 over 
Dundas 26 Feb (DMo); 39 at 5th Concession W and Fairchild Creek 26 
Feb (NH); 90 past CCIW 27 Feb (RD); 121 over Dundas Valley C.A. 27 
Feb (JL). See article in the Summer issue detailing the amazing Tundra 
Swan flight on 28 February.
Wood Duck: One m. at LaSalle Park 1 Dec on, with two m. there from 
14 Dec – 28 Feb (m.obs.); two at 14 Mile Creek, N of QEW [HL] 3 Dec 
(RM); one m. at Riverwood [PL] 16 Dec – 31 Jan (RM,m.obs.); one 
m. at Desjardins Canal, Dundas 23 Dec (RD); one f. at Red Hill Creek 
at Woodward Ave [HM] 1 Jan {photo] (EH,JH); one at Erindale Park 
[PL] 12 Jan (RM) – same bird as at Riverwood. Two on Grand River, 
N of Footbridge [WT] 21 Jan (NH); one at 10th Road East [HM] 27 Jan 
(FE); one at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby 15-19 Feb (KM/TH); one f. at 
5th Road East [HM] 20 Feb (BS); five at Ridge Road, W of 10th Road East 
[HM] 23 Feb (JL,TU); two at 8th Road east [HM] 23 Feb (JR).
Gadwall: Six at Mountsberg Reservoir [HM] 9 Dec (MC,MLe,BWy); 
eight at Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] 9 Dec (MC,MLe,BWy); 70 on Lake at 
Rhododendron Gardens [PL] 19 Dec (TO); 173 at Bronte Harbour 22 
Dec (MJ); four at 5th Road East [HM] 20 Feb F (LM,LT) and 18 there 21 
Feb (JJ); four over 4340 Fly Rd [NG] 21 Feb (NS); four at 3262 Cosby 
Rd [NG] 21 Feb (NS); 40 at Ridge Rd, W of 10th Road East [HM] 23 Feb 
(JV); two at 5th Concession W and Fairchild Creek 23 Feb (JN); 25 from 
5th Road East to 10th Road East [HM] 25 Feb (AC); 25 at Powerline Rd, 
Stoney Creek 28 Feb (RW,MW).
American Wigeon: 90 at Mountsberg Reservoir [WL] 2 Dec (RvT) 
and seven there 28 Feb (MC); two at Windermere Basin 2 Dec – 30 Jan 
(CEs/QW), one there 3-19 Feb (KSe), and 10 there 22 Feb (SL); two at 

Five Greater White-fronted Geese at 5th Road East [HM] 23 Feb - photo 
Joanne Redwood.

(L) Two Ross's Geese at Oakes Rd, Grimsby, 19 Jan - photo Joanne Redwood. 
(R) Ross's Goose at Bronte Harbour 1 Feb - photo Stewart Scott.
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Bayfront Park 3 Dec (SSi); two on Lake at Lewis Rd [HM] 9 Dec (AKe); 
10 on Lake at Ben Machree Park [PL] 17 Dec (SR); one at Wilkes Dam, 
Brantford 3 Jan (NFa); one at Forty Mike Creek, Grimsby [NG] 3 Jan 
- 19 Feb (KM/TH); one at Bronte Harbour 16 Feb (SS); two at LaSalle 
Park 17 Feb (MPe); two at 5th Road East [HM] 21 Feb (JRo/RPo) and 30 
there 27 Feb (RPo); 15 at Ridge Road, W of 10th Road East [HM] 22 Feb 
(SL) and 40 there 23 Feb (JV); 25 at 8th Road East [HM] 25 Feb (CS); 25 
at Bayfront Park 25 Feb (WO); six on Grand River, Brantford (DG); two 
at Scotch Block Reservoir [HL] 27 Feb (MJa); 12 at St George Rd, N of 
Howell Rd [BR] 28 Feb (JN); 40 at Powerline Rd, E of Tapleytown Rd 
[HM] 28 Feb (RW,MW).
Northern Shovelor: Eight at Tollgate Pond 2 Dec (GMi,SMi); five at 
Bayfront Park 2 Dec (WO) and 30 there 25 Feb (WO); 20 at Grimsby 
Wetlands [NG] 4 Dec (BD); 15 at Mountsberg Reservoir [WL] 5 Dec 
(FU); 12 at Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] 7 Dec (TH); three at Great Lakes/
Rebecca SWP [HL] 9 Dec (MJ); 65 at Windermere Basin 1 Jan (BC), 100 
there 4 Jan (RWo,MBo), and 120 there 9 Jan (RM); five at Burlington 
Ship Canal 12 Jan (JV); one at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby [NG] 18 Feb F 
(DJ); two at Bronte Harbour 18 Feb F (PF); three at 5th Road East [HM] 
21 Feb (RB/MSa); five at 3043 Cosby Rd [NG] 21 Feb (RG); 10 at 2453 
Snyder Rd, St Anns [NG] 22 Feb (RG); 10 at Ridge Rd, W of 10th Road 
East [HM] 24 Feb (FE,RE).
Northern Pintail: Two on Lake at Shoreacres Park [HL] 2 Dec (DSh); two 
at Mountsberg Reservoir [WL] 2-4 Dec (RvT/RH); one at Woodward Ave 
at Red Hill Creek 9 Jan (JR) and two there 14 Jan (CSc); one at Hespeler 
Mill Pond [WT] 10 Dec (JA); two at Bayfront Park 26 Dec (SMac,CF,JBr); 
one at LaSalle Park 30 Dec (JL), eight overhead there on 11 Jan F {photo} 
(BK), one there 29 Jan (LFr), and nine there 19 Feb (GRi,NMc); one m. 
past CCIW 11 Jan F (RD); one at Burlington Ship Canal 13 Jan (AZ); 
six at 10th Road East [HM] 14 Jan (AC/AD,m.obs.); one at Sedgewick 
Park [HL] 17-19 Jan (DH/RPa); one on Grand River N of Footbridge 
[WT] 26 Jan (NH); one at Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] 27 Jan (FU); eight at 
Windermere Basin 30 Jan (QW); one at 5th Road East [HM] 20 Feb (JR), 
50 there 25 Feb (KM), 100 there 27 Feb (KM), and 20 there 28 Feb (CC); 
60 at Ridge Road, W of 10th Road East [HM] 22 Feb (JR/DSz) and 90 there 
23 Feb (JV); eight at Mattamy Cycling Centre, Milton 24 Feb (RM); 10 
at 8th Line, S of Derry Rd [HL] 25 Feb (TO); 60 at 10th Road East 25 Feb 
(LM); six at Mountsberg Reservoir [WL] 25 Feb (MC,MLe,BWy); 35 at 8th 
Road East [HM] 25 Feb (IA,NH); 15 at Seaton Road [HM] 26 Feb (NH); 
18 along St George Rd, N of Howell Rd [BR] 27 Feb (JN).

Green-winged Teal: Twelve at 
Windermere Basin 3 Dec (SJ), 
nine there 26 Dec (SMac,CF,JBr), 
and 7 there 11 Jan (GRi,NMc); 
15 at Mountsberg Reservoir 
[WL] 5 Dec (FU); 26 at Hespeler 
Mill Pond [WT] 7 Dec (TH); 
three at Globe Park [HM] 26 Dec 
(LM); one at Bronte Harbour 15 
Feb (TM); two at 5th Road East 
[HM] 21 Feb F (JRo,m.obs.).
Canvasback#: 26 at Tollgate 

Pond 3 Dec (SJ); 87 at LaSalle Park 9 Dec (AZ) and 20 there 5-21 Feb 
(DH/RM); 22 at Bayfront Park 26 Dec (SMac,CF,JBr); two above Wilkes 
Dam, Brantford 29 Jan {photo} (NFa) (possibly migrants) and one there 
until 27 Feb (DG); three at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby [NG] 19 Feb 
(TH); 26 on Harbour off Bayshore Park 20 Feb (RD); one in flooded 
field along St George Rd, N of Howell Rd [BR] 27-28 Feb {photo} (JN).
Canvasback x Redhead#: One m. at LaSalle Park 29 Dec {photo} (JR) 
– likely returning bird from earlier.
Redhead: 30 at Tollgate Ponds 3 Dec (DDi); 200 on Lake at Fifty 
Point 3 Dec (MI); 55 on lake at Grimsby Beach [NG] 9 Dec (WELO); 

one at Puslinch lake [WL] 9 
Dec (MC,MLe,BWy); one at 
Mountsberg Reservoir [WL] 
9 Dec (MC,MLe,BWy); 38 at 
Bronte Harbour 22 Dec (MJ) and 
50 there 3 Feb (PSt); 50 on Lake 
at J.C. Saddington Park [PL] 30 
Dec (RM); 40 on Lake at Ben 
Machree Park [PL] 4 Jan (CaW); 
160 at Burlington Ship Canal 7 

Jan (BCo,RP); 30 at LaSalle Park 
24 Jan (RPo) and 85 there 20 Feb 

(RD); one at 10th Road East quarry [HM] 26 Feb F (RB); two at flooded 
field along St George Rd, N of Howell Rd [BR] 27 Feb (JN) and six there 
28 Feb (JN); one at Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] 27-28 Feb (TH/DRo); 94 
at Princess Point, RBG 28 Feb (RP); six at Grimsby Wetlands [NG] 28 
Feb (BD).
TUFTED DUCK#: One male 
on Lake off Lorne Park Estates 
[PL] 16 Dec (LF,m.obs.) and 
at Rhododendron Gardens 
17 Dec (RM,LF,m.obs.) then 
at Burlington Ship Canal 25-
26 Jan (KM/m.obs.), then off 
LaSalle Park and also Allview 
Ave 27 Jan (BCh/PSc,CSc/m.
obs.), then back at Ship Canal  
31 Jan – 3 Feb (JP), then at Windermere Basin 11 - 23 Feb (RPo/m.obs./
THo).
Greater Scaup: 400 at Tollgate Pond 2 Dec (GMi,SMi); 300 on Lake 
at Fifty Rd [HM] 3 Dec (MI); two at Hagersville quarry pond [HD] 8 
Dec (HPa); 365 at Bayfront Park 26 Dec (SMac,CF,JBr); 400 on Harbour 
at CCIW and North Shore Islands 21 Dec (RWo,MBo); 2000 on Lake 
at Dingle Park, Oakville 28 Dec (PSt); 1200 off J.C. Saddington Park 
[PL] 30 Dec (RM); 950 on Lake off Coronation Park [HL] 2 Jan (LF); 
1000 at Ship Canal 3 Jan (YS) and again on 9 Jan (RM); 800 on Lake off 
Gairloch Gardens [HL] 7 Jan (MCr,RPa); 2000 at Oakville Harbour 7 
Jan (MCr,RPa); 1700 on Lake at First St Park, Oakville 7 Jan (MCr,RPa); 
3000 off Jack Darling Park [PL] 9 Jan (PBu); 250 at Kenwood Ave at 
Lake [HL] 13 Jan (BJ); 250 on Lake at Third Line [HL] 13 Jan (KMi); 360 
off Rattray Marsh [PL] 13 Jan (LF); 500 off Chancery Promenade [HL] 
13 Jan (MPr); 2100 on Lake off Watersedge Park [PL] 16 Jan (LF); 1000 
off Ben Machree Park [PL] 23 Jan (GRi,NMc); 280 off Grimsby Beach 
[NG] 1 Feb (MMac); 1250 off Bronte Heritage Park [HL] 15 Feb (JL); 
800 off Lakeside Park [PL] 18 Feb (RM).
Lesser Scaup: 200 at Tollgate Pond 2 Dec (EP); 20 on Lake at Fifty Rd 
[HM] 3 Dec (MI); 50 at Bayfront Park 7 Dec (JV); 125 off LaSalle Park 
21 Dec (JL); 500 at Windermere Basin 9 Jan (RM) and 198 there 23 Feb 
(THo); one at Great Lakes/Rebecca SWP [HL] 26 Feb F (MJ).
Ring-necked Duck: Sixteen at Bayfront Park 2 Dec (WO); three at 
Grimsby Harbour [NG] 4 Dec (BD); two at 107 Brock Rd S, Guelph 6 
Dec (BCha);  one at Puslinch Lake [WL] 9 Dec (MC,MLe,BWy); three 
at LaSalle Park 26 Dec (JL); 35 in Red 
Hill Creek at Woodward Ave 7 Jan 
(BCha); 45 at Windermere Basin 10 
Jan (JL) and 78 there 23 Feb (THo); five 
in Burlington Ship Canal 19 Jan (TU); 
one at Ridge Road, W of 10th Road East 
[HM] 22 Feb F (JR/DSz/RW,MW); 
eight in Dundas Valley 26 Feb (BS).
King Eider#: At Green Rd at Lake 
[HM]: one, 1 Dec (RB); two, 21 Dec 

Migrant Northern Pintails over LaSalle 
Park on 11 Jan (!) - photo Bonnie Kinder.

Male Canvasback at Wilkes Dam, 
Brantford, 29 Jan - photo Neil 

Faulkenham.

Male Tufted Duck at Burlington Ship 
Canal, 26 Jan - photo Kevin McLaughlin.

Female King Eider at mouth of 
Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby, 18 

Feb - photo Dawn Johnson.
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(RWo); four, 18 Jan (DPr/RPa); nine, 21 Jan (BE); 16, 17 Feb (MP); nine, 
26 Feb (AZ). One 2nd yr. m. at Fifty Point C.A. 9 Dec (AKe,m.obs) and one 
imm. m. there 19 Dec (KM); one at CCIW 26 Dec (RD) and at Burlington 
Ship Canal on 1 Jan (JR); two on Lake at Fruitland Rd [HM] 19 Jan (KB); 
seven on Lake at Dewitt Rd [HM] 19 Jan (KB); one on Lake at Jones Rd 
[HM] 20 Jan (AD); one on Lake at Millen Rd [HM] 20 Jan (BCha/MCo); 
one on Lake at Fifty Rd [HM] 24 Jan (MN); three on Lake off Sayers Park 
[HM] 27 Jan (KSe,GSt), five there 15 Feb (FP), and 11 there 17 Feb (TH); 
one on Lake at Forty Mile Creek mouth, Grimsby [NG] 18 Feb {photo} 
(DJ); 13 on Lake off Confederation Park [HM] 27 Feb (KM).
Harlequin Duck#: One imm. f. at 
Burlington Ship Canal 1 Jan – 26 Feb 
{photo} (JK/KM/BCh,m.obs.) and possibly 
the same bird on Lake off Grays Rd [HM] 
28 Feb (RPo).
Surf Scoter: 100 on Lake at Fifty Rd [HM] 
3 Dec (MI); 250 at Fifty Point C.A. 13 Dec 
(JL); 20 at Burlington Ship Canal 31 Dec 
(RW,MW); 180 on Lake off Dewitt Rd [HM] 
19 Jan (KB); 80 on Lake off Fruitland Rd [HM] 25 Jan (BCo,MF,OY); 150 
off Sayers Park [HM] 25 Jan (DMac) and 110 there 17 Feb (AnV,ArV); 110 
on Lake off Green Rd [HM] 27 Jan (NH); four off South Shell Park [HL] 3 
Feb (GPr); three at Bronte Harbour 24 Feb (MJ).
White-winged Scoter: 400 on Lake at Fifty Rd [HM] 3 Dec (MI); 400 
at Fifty Point C.A. 4 Dec (BD), 400 there 13 Dec (JL), and 650 there 9 
Dec (AKe); 250 at Grimsby Harbour [NG] 11 Dec (BD); 450 at LaSalle 
Park 22 Dec (JL) and 125 there 16 Feb (FP); two at Hagersville quarry 
pond [HD] 8 Dec (HPa); 600 on Lake off Creanona Blvd [HM] 9 Dec 
(AKe); 1425 on Lake off Lewis Rd [HM] 9 Dec (AKe); 280 at Burlington 
Ship Canal 3 Jan (YS) and 280 there 19 Jan (KB); 260 on Lake at Jones 
Rd [HM] 7 Jan (BCha); 250 at Tollgate Pond 16 Jan (DM); 100 on Lake 
off South Shell Park [HL] 10 Feb (KMi); 300 off Burloak Rd [HL]10 Feb 
(BJ); 300 on Lake off Kenwood Rd [HL] 10 Feb (BJ); 230 off Grimsby 
Beach [NG] 10 Feb (WELO).
Black Scoter: 16 on Lake off Green Rd [HM] 3 Dec (RD,MM); 20 on 
Lake of Dewitt Rd [HM] 9 Dec (CSc); 12 on Lake at Millen Rd [HM] 
1 Jan (BCha); 11 on Lake at Dewitt Rd 19 Jan (CE); two off South Shell 
Park [HL] 3 Feb (GPr).
Long-tailed Duck: 10,000 off Shoreacres Park [HL] 2 Dec (GMi,SMi); 
4000 on Lake off Appleby Line [HL] 13 Jan (BJ); 5000 on Lake off 
Fruitland Rd [HM] 19 Jan (KB).
Bufflehead: 130 at Bronte Harbour  [HL] 13 Dec (MJ); 150 in Windermere 
Basin 4 Feb (CS).
Common Goldeneye: 640 on Lake at Lewis Rd [HM] 7 Jan (BCha); 500 
on Lake off Walkers Line [HL] 13 Jan (BJ).
Common x Barrow’s Goldeneye: The hybrid male was seen off 
Confederation Park 3 Dec (RPo), 20 Dec (JR), 7 Jan (RD,BCha), 19 Feb 
{photo} (BCh), and off Sayer’s Park [HM] 17 Feb (AnV,ArV).
Hooded Merganser: 45 at Mountsberg Reservoir [WL] 2 Dec (RvT) 
and two there 28 Feb (MC); 35 at Christie C.A. [HM] 2 Dec (DNe); 30 at 
Desjardins Canal, Dundas 2 Dec (JT); 36 at Fifty Point C.A. 11 Dec (NS); 
60 at Bayfront Park 26 Dec (SMac,CF,JBr); 26 at Princess Point, RBG 26 
Dec (SMac,CF,JBr); 60 at Red Hill Creek at Woodward Ave [HM] 18 Jan 
(NR) and 85 there 15 Feb (BCo,MF); three at Fairchild Creek and 5th 
Concession W [HM] 20 Feb F (NH); two in “Saltfleet Marsh” area [HM] 
23 Feb (JL,TU); two along Derry Rd, W of Appleby Line [HL] 28 Feb 
(YS); three at Middletown Marsh [HM] 28 Feb (BCha).
Common Merganser: 400 on Harbour off Eastport Dr 16 Jan (DM); 
3000 off LaSalle Park 21 Jan (JR); 40 at Mountsberg Reservoir [WL] 28 
Feb (MC); three in flooded field along St George Rd, N of Howell Rd 
[BR] 28 Feb (JN).

Red-breasted Merganser: Four at Puslinch Lake [WL] 9 Dec 
(MC,MLe,BWy); 850 on Harbour off Eastport Drive 28 Jan (THo).
Ruddy Duck: 28 at Tollgate Pond 2 Dec (AD,RPa,MN); 16 at Bayfront 
Park 7 Dec (JV); 30 at LaSalle Park 12 Dec (JL); 250 at Windermere 
Basin 1 Jan (SR), 190 there 10 Jan (JL), 250 there 20 Jan (TU), and 250 
there 17 Feb (NR); 42 on Lake at Spencer Smith Park [HL] 13 Jan (SLa).
Ring-necked Pheasant#: One at Guelph line at Campbell Ave, 
Campbellville [HL] 2 Jan (RWo,KWo).
Wild Turkey: 33 at 1218 Sodom Rd [HM] 18 Dec (DNe); 37 at 923 
Hwy 8 [HM] 31 Dec (BCha); 27 at Fifty Rd and Escarpment [HM] 9 Jan 
(MMac); 35 at 8th Road East [HM] 13 Jan (CS); 43 at 835 Hwy 5 [HM] 3 
Feb (KJ); 79 at Hwy 99 and Harrisburg Rd [HM] 4 Feb (JL); 65 at West 
River Rd, N of Watts Pond Rd [BR] 17-23 Feb (KJ); 30 at Mud St and 
11th Road East [HM] 17 Feb (AWi); 41 at Tapleytown Rd, N of Green 
Mountain Rd [HM] 21 Feb (DNe); 30 at 6th Road East [HM] 23 Feb (JN).
Pied-billed Grebe: One on Lake at 
Fruitland Rd [HM] 1 Dec (RB); one to 
two birds at Red Hill Creek at Woodward 
Ave to Windermere Basin 2 Dec – 23 Feb 
{photo} (m.obs.); one at Bronte Harbour 
18 Dec {photo} (MJ); one at Hespeler Mill 
Pond [WT] 9 Jan {photo} (DRo).
Horned Grebe: One on Lake at Grays Rd 
[HM] 3 Dec (MC); one on Lake at Fifty 
Point C.A. [NG] 4-9 Dec (BD/RD,CE,DD); 
one at Bronte Harbour 11 Dec {photo} (MJ); one at LaSalle Park 16 Dec 
(AN), six there 21 Dec (JL), 11 there 23 Dec (JR/DD), and one there 
20-28 Feb (RD/DT); one on Lake at Fruitland Rd [HM] 4 Jan (LF);  one 
at Burlington Ship Canal 11 Jan (JP), one there 12 Feb (BF), and one 
there 26 Feb (DW); one off Hamilton Beachstrip 11 Jan (RD,CE); one at 
Parkhill Dam, Grand River, Cambridge 16 Feb F {photo} (AZ); one at 
Sioux Lookout [HL] 28 Feb {photo} (RB).
Red-necked Grebe: One at Lake at Port Nelson Park [HL] 2 Dec (LM); 
one off Green Rd [HM] 3 Dec (MM,RD); one at LaSalle Park 11 Dec 
(DD), one there 23 Dec {photo} (JR), and one there 19 Feb (RM); one 
at Burlington Ship Canal 12 Feb (BF) and also on 23 Feb (THo); two at 
Bronte Harbour 24 Feb (MJ) and one there 28 Feb (RB).
American Coot: 16 at HMCS Haida on Harbour 1 Dec (SG); three at 
Princess Pt, RBG 2 Dec (DN); six at Mountsberg Reservoir [WL] 2 Dec 
(RvT); eight at Puslinch Lake [WL] 2 Dec (MC) and 6 there 9 Dec (MC 
et al.); 50 at Bayfront Park 3 Dec (SSi), and 23 there 9 Dec (WO); one 
at Bronte Harbour 12-24 Dec (MJ/JR), and one there 15-25 Feb (MJ/m.
obs.); three at Pier 10 off Burlington St [HM] 1 Jan (LM,LT) and six there 
21 Feb (LM); three at Burlington Ship Canal 2 Jan (BK); 10 at Windermere 
Basin 9-27 Jan (RM/NH) and 15 there 28 Jan (THo); 10 at Red Hill Creek 
at Woodward Ave 21 Jan (LF); 25 at LaSalle Park 22 Feb (DT).
Sandhill Crane#: One over Paddy 
Greene Rd, Ancaster 8 Dec (JL); 
two at Scotch Block Reservoir [HL] 
13 Dec {photo} (YS); 11 over Globe 
Park [HM] 24 Dec (CC); one over 
Stoney Creek yard 29 Jan (LM).
Killdeer#: One at Beachway Park, 
Burlington 2 Dec (DBe); one at 
Bronte Harbour 12 Dec {photo} 
(MJ); one at 10th Road East at 
RR tracks [HM] 12 Jan F (LM) 
– almost certainly a migrant 
and record early for the Hamilton area by over a month. One at Old 
Greenfield Rd [BR] 20 Feb (MAR); one 2380 Wyecroft Rd, Oakville 20 
Feb (DJ); six at Powerline Rd W, Stoney Creek 28 Feb (RW,MW).

Female Harlequin Duck at 
Burlington Ship Canal, 1 Jan 

- photo Jackson Kusack.

Pied-billed Grebe at 
Hespeler Mill Pond, 9 Jan - 

photo David Rooke.

Sandhill Cranes at Scotch Block 
Reservoir, 13 Dec - photo Yves Scholten.
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Purple Sandpiper#: One at Confederation Park [HM] 4 Dec {photo] 
(MJa).
American Woodcock#: One at RBG 
near York Rd [HM] ## 22 Feb* (SD); 
two at Mt Albion C.A. [HM] 26 Feb 
(RP); two at Bronte Creek P.P. [HL] 
27 Feb (CS/CE); one at north shore 
Cootes Paradise 27 Feb (DNe).
Black-legged Kittiwake#: Three 
imm. at Van Wagners Beach 2 Dec 
(KJ,et al./DSh); one juv. past CCIW 13 
Dec (RD).
Bonaparte’s Gull#: 20 at Van Wagners 
Beach 2 Dec (KJ et al.); seven at Bronte 
Harbour 17 Dec (AN).
Ring-billed Gull: 140 at Bronte 
Harbour 16 Feb (MJ).
Iceland Gull: Two at Brantford landfill 
28 Dec (NH), six there 1 Jan (BL,SL), and 
20 there 18 Jan (JL) – record-high count 
for HSA besting previous high of 16 on 2 
April 1978. Two at Port Credit [PL] 7 Jan 
(JS); two at Tollgate Pond 19 Jan (TU); two at Burlington Ship Canal 20 
Jan (MMac); two at Beachway Park, Burlington 23-25 Jan (BC/OY,BCo).

Lesser Black-backed Gull#: 
One ad. at Shade’s Mills C.A. 
[WT] 1 Dec (AZ), two ad, there 
7 Dec (AZ) and again on 9 Dec 
(DMi); one ad. at Brantford 
landfill 1 Jan (SL,BL) and one 
there 18 Jan (JL); one ad. at 
Tollgate Pond 19 Jan (TU); one 
ad. at Windermere Basin 19 
Feb (JBi).
Glaucous Gull: Eight at 
Brantford landfill 28 Dec (NH); 
11 there 1 Jan (BL,SL), 12 there 
3 Jan (EH,JH), and 18 there 15 
Jan (JL); four ad. on Harbour 
along Eastport Dr 10 Jan (JL); 
three over Merrick Orchard, 

Dundas Valley 17 Jan (JL) – likely on way to Brantford landfill; four at 
Tollgate Pond 19 Jan (TU); four at CCIW and North Shore islands 19 
Jan (KB); three at Burlington Ship Canal 20 Jan (TU).
Great Black-backed Gull: 110 at CCIW breakwall 12 Dec (RD) and 
100 at Hamilton Harbour 11 Jan (JP).
Red-throated Loon#: One at Beachway Park/Spencer Smith Park 1 
Dec (BC/GMi,SMi); one at J.C. Saddington Park [PL] 1 Dec (SRa); one 
at Van Wagners Beach 1 Dec (MMi); one at LaSalle Park 23 Dec (JR/
DD), and one there 17 Feb (MP), 11 there 18 Feb (JR,MJa), and two 
there 23 Feb (Tyler Hoar); one at Burlington Ship Canal 2 Jan (NM); one 
on Lake off Green Rd [HM] 1 Feb (RD); two past CCIW 6 Feb (RD) and 
one past 20 Feb (RD); two on Harbour off Bayshore Park 18 Feb (JH) 
and nine there 19 Feb (RPo).
Pacific Loon: Continuing bird from 25 Nov off Beachway Park 1-2 Dec 
(RD,m.obs.) possibly same bird off LaSalle Park on ** 22 Dec (JL). 
Common Loon: Four at Burlington Ship Canal 2 Dec (EP) and two 
there 20 Jan (AD); four off Beachway Park, Burlington 2 Dec (DBe) and 
one there 25 Jan (OY,MF); five off LaSalle Park 23 Dec (JR) and four 
there 26 Dec (RD); one at Bayfront Park 26 Dec (SMac,CF,JBr); one off 
Spencer Smith Park [HL] 5 Jan (JR); one on Lake at Ben Machree Park 
[PL] 10 Feb (LF); two over Erindale Park [PL] 24 Feb (DDi); one over 

Cootes Paradise 25 Feb (RE).
NORTHERN GANNET: Continuing juv. from 27 Nov on lakeshore 
from Burlington Ship Canal to Millen Rd [HM] 8-9 Dec (RPo/RW).
Double-crested Cormorant: 20 at Bayfront Park 2 Dec (WO); one 
over Brantford 3 Jan (BL); 40 at Windermere Basin 4 Jan (GPr), 65 
there 11 Jan (GRi,NMc), 72 there 19 Jan (KB), 80 there 15 Feb (KB) 
and 120 there 16 Feb (FP); two at Bronte Harbour 11 Feb (GPr) – birds 
at Bronte appeared on 11 Feb when none had been there all winter. An 
unusual mid-winter increase in numbers at Windermere on 16 Feb 
must indicate these were early migrants. So unusual for a species that 
used to migrate through the Hamilton area in mid-April in the 1980s. 
Fifteen past CCIW 21 Feb (RD) and 25 past 27 Feb (RD).
Great Blue Heron: Six at Windermere Basin 2 Dec (EP), 10 there 11 
Jan (JP), five there 21 Jan (JoB,LF) and four there 28 Feb (CCr); four 
at Rattray Marsh [PL] 4 Dec (JWa); three at Bronte Harbour 18 Dec 
{photo} (MJ) and one there 25 Jan (MJ); three at Woodland Cemetery 
28 Dec (WO); one at Wilkes Dam, Brantford 16 Jan (NFa); one along 
Grand River, N of Footbridge [WT] 21 Jan - 18 Feb (NH); one at 
Taquanyah C.A. [HD] 28 Jan (RD,CE,DD); one at 8th Road East, S of 
Green Mountain Rd [HM] 21 Feb (JRo/MS) – possible early migrant.
Black-crowned Night-Heron#: One at Shoreacres Park [HL] 1 Dec 
(BC,et al.); one at Red Hill Creek at Woodward Ave [HM] 2 Dec – 9 Jan 
{photo} (RPa/RB,m.obs.); one at Windermere Basin 26 Dec (SMac et al.).
Black Vulture: One at 6021 Concession 
4, Smithville [NG] ** 22 Feb* {photo} 
(RG); also seen on 24 Feb at 2260 Minor 
Rd, Smithville (DJ), on 25 Feb at 2375 
Port Davidson Rd, Smithville {photo} 
(RPo/RD,CE), and Schurie Rd near 
Sixteen Rd [NG] 26 Feb {photo} (EH,JH).
Turkey Vulture: Two over St George 
[BR] 16 Dec (JL); nine at Brantford 
landfill 3 Jan (EH,JH); one over Rock 
Chapel Rd [HM] 7 Jan (JR); one 
over downtown Burlington 25 Jan (PT);  one over Cedar Springs Rd 
[HL] 30 Jan (BO); five over Hwy 403 & Sunnyridge Rd [HM] 30 Jan 
(RPo,DPr); 18 at winter roost on Field Rd, N of Jerseyville Rd [HM] 
3 Feb (DD,RD,MM); four over Smithville [NG] 12 Feb (NS); one over 
Hwy 403 at Southcote Rd, Ancaster 14 Feb (MG); 65 at Concession 4, 
Smithville [NG] 22 Feb (RG) – this latter record are surely migrants and 
the records from 12 and 14 Feb are likely migrants.
Osprey#: One at Glen Morris [BR] ** 2 Jan (BF).
Bald Eagle: Five at Brantford landfill 4 Jan (BK,JR) and again on 18 
Jan (JL); four at Grand River near Footbridge [WT] 20 Jan (GSi,JSi); six 
on Glen Morris rail trail [BR] 17 Feb (GSi,JSi); 24 on ice at Hamilton 
Harbour 10 Jan (JL), 27 there 11 Jan (RD) and again on 23 Jan (RD) and 
19 there 7 Feb (RD) – likely record-high counts for Hamilton; one over 
Grimsby [NG] 26 Feb F (MS).
Northern Harrier: One migrating 
past Bronte Harbour 14 Dec (MJ); 
two at Oakes Rd dog park [NG] 21 
Jan (RSo).
Northern Goshawk#: One at 8575 
1st Line, Campbellville [HL] on 18 
Dec, 18 Feb, and 23 Feb (RWo,KWo); 
one ad. at 528 Old Onondaga Rd 
[BR] 18 Dec (GSa).
Red-shouldered Hawk#: The 
wintering adult (several years) 
returned to Aberfoyle [WL] 17 Dec (DBr) and was later seen along Hwy 
401 from the rest stop 
to Wellington Rd 32 

 (continued on page 206)

Purple Sandpiper at 
Confederation Park, 4 Dec - 

photo Mourad Jabra.

Black-legged Kittiwakes at 
Van Wagners Beach, 2 Dec - 

photo Bob Taylor.

Adult Kumlien's Iceland Gull at 
Burlington Beach, 23 Jan. Perhaps 

showing characters of intergradation 
with Thayer's subspecies, such as dark 
eye and rather dark primaries - photo 

Bob Curry.

Black Vulture at 6021 Conc. 
4, Smithville, 22 Feb - photo 

Ryan Griffiths.

Red-shouldered Hawk over 
Glen Morris, 28 Dec - photo 

Ellen Horak.
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D AT E S  T O  R E M E M B E R  -  M a y  -  J u l y  2 0 1 8

RBG - Get Back to Nature Walks Every Sunday (including holiday weekends), May 2:00 p.m. - 3:00, June through August, 10:00 
a.m.- 12 noon at the locations noted below. FREE (donations welcome). Every walk is a different adventure! 1st Sunday of every 
month: Hendrie Valley; meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking lot. 2nd Sunday: Princess Point; meet at the parking lot. 3rd Sunday: 
Cootes North Shore; meet at the Nature Centre. 4th Sunday: Cootes South Shore; meet at the Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll 
Drive, Hamilton. 5th Sunday: Rock Chapel; meet at the parking lot. Trails are not suitable for most strollers, except those for off-
sidewalk use. In the event of inclement weather, call our Program Update Line at 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

2 May (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Evening Hike at Taquanyah C.A. Join us for an evening hike through this 
conservation area in Haldimand. We'll be looking at migrant bird species, emerging early wildflowers, and more. Hike led by Rob 
Porter. Meet at the larger parking lot at the corner of Decewsville Rd and Townline Road, 429 Decewsville Road, Cayuga.

3 May (Thursday) 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Nature in Your Neighbourhood. Join avid HNC naturalist Brian Wylie for this free one hour 
talk. Brian, our Sanctuary Director, will talk about how to look for the wonder of nature right near to where you live.  All welcome 
to this free talk. Hamilton Public Library - Central Library, 55 York Blvd, Hamilton. Confirm with branch by phone 905-546-3200.

5 May (Saturday) 9 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Not Just a Birding Club at RBG Nature Centre. RBG staff Jackson Hudecki and the club of 
like-minded birders! All skill levels welcome. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $20 (HST included).

6 May (Sunday) 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. HNC - Short Hills Sanctuary Work Party. Come enjoy the old growth forest and spring wild 
flowers of our Short Hills Nature Sanctuary. Meet at Battlefield Square Plaza (Value Village) on Hwy 8, 840 Queenston Rd in Stoney 
Creek, to carpool. Or meet at the Sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. This is our annual spring clean-up and work party. Bring a lunch. Moderate 
to heavy activity. Garlic mustard pulling, garbage and trail cleanup. There is no rain date for this work party. If the weather is damp, 
we will be there. If there is steady rain, wet and cold, we will not! Contact Warren Beacham at 905-627-3343 or email wbeach808@
sympatico.ca for more details.

9 May (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Dundas Valley in Spring. Meet Peter Thoem in the parking lot on Artaban Rd 
off Lions Club Rd, Dundas Valley where we'll look for birds, trees, flowers and whatever might pop up. We'll follow the Bruce Trail 
along Artaban Road towards the valley and Merrick Orchard. Expect a good mix of grassland, forest-edge and forest birds, also 
spring ephemeral flowers and some beautiful scenery across Dundas Valley. Could be some steep walking, wear good sturdy 
shoes. More information from peterthoem@gmail.com or 905-681-2738. 

10 May (Thursday) 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Falconwatch Lecture with Mike Street. Find out how Hamilton's adult Peregrine 
Falcon pair, Ossie & Lily are doing and what is the future is likely to hold for the birds that have been nesting on a window ledge 
at the Sheraton Hotel since 1995. Mike is a senior monitor with Falconwatch. Contact Mike mikestreet1@gmail.com. At the 
Terryberry Branch Hamilton Public Library, 100 Mohawk Road W, Hamilton.

12 May (Saturday) 1:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise at RBG Nature Centre. Guided exploration of Cootes Paradise. Canoes, 
paddles, life jackets provided, you paddle and hear all the astounding marsh life. Other dates: Tues, May 22, 6:00 p.m.; Tues, June 
5, 6:00 p.m.; Sat, June 9; 7:00 a.m.; Sat, June 16, 6:00 p.m.; Tues, June 19, 6:00 p.m.; Sat, June 23, 7:00 a.m.; Sun, July 8, 1:00 p.m. 
Tues, July 17, 6:00 p.m.; Sat, July 21; 6:00 p.m.; Sat; Jul 28, 7:00 a.m. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. 
Fee: $45 / person (HST included).

13 May (Sunday) 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. HNC - Birding By Ear. Feel a bit overwhelmed during spring migration by all the new 
songs and sounds? Join Rob Porter for an outing through McMaster Forest during the loudest time of the year (bird-wise) as we 
will pick out and identify the various species arrived for breeding along with a few migrants. We'll also go through some tips for 
recording calls, learning calls, and getting to know what birds are around you without even looking through a pair of binoculars. 
Meet at the parking lot in front of McMaster Forest, on Lower Lion's Club Road, just 100m west of the Wilson St. intersection. 

14 May (Monday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. HNC Volunteer Appreciation (the new May Monthly Meeting). Join us as spring nights 
get longer for a volunteer & member appreciation night. Starting early at 6:30 p.m. (see page 174).  Potluck goodies and an early 
hike if weather is good. Meet other volunteers and members of our Club over a cider or decaf coffee, tea and some treats and 
learn about HNC and Cootes to Escarpment partner Hamilton Conservation Authority. At Christie Lake Conservation Area. Free 
entrance to the park for this meeting. Email Bron at brontreg@cogeco.ca for more information.

16 May (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Migrant Warblers at Paletta (Shoreacres) Park. Join Andrew Don as we 
explore Paletta Park for migrating warblers. This location is known for its abundance of diversity of warbler species during 
migration. Paletta Lakefront Park is at 4280 Lakeshore Rd, Burlington. Meet at the parking lot here.

19 May (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. RBG - Not Just a Birding Club at RBG Nature Centre. RBG staff Jackson Hudecki and the 
club of like-minded birders! All skill levels. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $20 (HST included).

27 May (Sunday) 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. HNC - Spring Wildflower Walk. Veteran botanists Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothe 
will be leading this wildflower walk in the Dundas Valley. We will meet at the east end of Powerline Road, Ancaster. For more 
info, contact Dean at dgugler@gmail.com.
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30 May (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Evening Hike along the Lafarge Trail. Join Paul Smith and hike this section of 
the trail that passes over a drumlin and through part of the Beverly Swamp where many of the plants and breeding birds are more 
typical of northern Ontario. The trail is steep and usually dry, but bring bug repellent. Contact Paul at am.pd.smith@sympatico.
ca or 905-659-1482. Meet at the north end of Middletown Road north of Regional Road #97 (old Hwy. 97), west of Hwy 6 north.

3 June (Sunday) 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. HNC - Birds of Halton Forest. A good chance of Blue-winged Warblers, Scarlet Tanagers 
and a wide variety of other local and migrant birds. Meet just inside the parking lot at Mohawk Racetrack at 7:30 a.m. (Be 
prompt, we'll leave there at 7:35 -  it will take 30 minutes driving up Guelph Line from Burlington). Mosquitoes and maybe ticks. 
About 2 km of fairly easy level-ish walking, wear good sturdy shoes. More info - peterthoem@gmail.com or 905-681-2738.

3 June (Sunday) 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. RBG - Trees in Bloom at RBG Nature Centre. Learn to identify trees that grow in this area. 
Indoor and outdoor time scheduled for this program. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $20.

4 June (Monday) 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. HNC - Early Butterfly and Dragonfly Hike. Join Bill Lamond at the Beverly Swamp C.A. 
parking lot on the N side of Safari Road. Parking lot is easy to miss (no road sign), between Westover and Valens Road (about 
900m east of Valens Road) near powerlines. Bring a lunch. Call Bill at 519-756-9546 or better still, bill-lamond@hotmail.com. 

6 June (Wednesday) 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. HNC - Birding & Biking the Hamilton-Brantford Rail Trail. Join us for a birding outing 
along a rail trail. We'll meet at Highway 52 parking area on the Hamilton Brantford Rail Trail (south of Copetown) and ride west, 
starting at 6:30 p.m., and going until sunset. For those available earlier, we'll meet at 6:00 p.m. and do a short half km ride east to 
the place where Mourning Warblers have nested. Leader Dave Moffatt - profmoff@gmail.com.

9 June (Saturday and Sunday) 9:00 a.m. to noon. RBG - Introduction to Canoeing – 2 morning program at RBG Nature Centre. 
Learn how to canoe. For adults. Pre-registration required. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $80 (HST included).

9 June (Saturday). HNC - Dundas Valley IBA Bird Survey. In June 2018 we will doing the first of what we hope to be many 
Important Bird Area (IBA) surveys. An IBA survey is a bird count that will be focused on habitat within the IBA (covering Dundas 
Valley & Cootes Paradise), at varying times of the year. Over the course of a few years, it is hoped we will gain knowledge of bird 
populations throughout the year within the IBA. If interested in participating, please contact Rob Porter at rob@inpictures.ca.

13 June (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Bluebirding with Dan Welsh. Join hike leader Dan Welsh as he takes us on a 
birding walk at Cedarbrook Farm with an emphasis on Eastern Bluebirds. Wear comfortable walking shoes and bring binoculars 
and cameras for a 1-2 hour walk. Contact Dan at bluebird6@sympatico.ca or 905-659-4957. Meet at #812 Concession 8 West, 
which is between Brock Rd. and Hwy. 6 on the south side of the road.

19 June (Tuesday) 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. RBG - Photography for Beginners at RBG Centre. Improve your outdoor photography 
skills with Matthew Tiegs. Pre-registration required. Other dates available are 23 June (Saturday) 8 to 10 a.m. and 21 July 
(Tuesday) 8 to 10 a.m. Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $40.

20 June (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Falconwatch Walk. Falconwatch volunteers will be on hand to show visitors 
the different aspects of this 24-year HNC activity, including views of any Peregrines that are in the area. Meet at the north 
(parking lot) side of the David Braley Health Sciences Centre, 100 Main Street West (Main Street West and Bay Street North).

23 June (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Morning Hike at Riverwood. Experience one of Mississauga's most important urban 
wildlife refuges with Wildlife Biologist Alison Forde. Learn how we can help animals thrive within our city landscapes. Meet at 
Riverwood Conservancy at 4300 Riverwood Park Ln, Mississauga.

1 July (Sunday) 9:00 a.m. HNC - Annual Hamilton Butterfly Count. This is not a hike. It is a census, and as such, there will be little 
time available for ID information. By no means do you need to be an expert, but some experience is needed. If unsure, please call 
count compiler Bill Lamond, bill-lamond@hotmail.com or 519-756-9546. Meeting location same as for 7 July outing below.

7 July (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. HNC - Annual Hamilton Odonate Count. Bring lots of enthusiasm, a lunch, lots of water, shoes that 
you don’t mind getting wet and any of the following that you may own: net, field guides, hand lens, envelopes for the hard to 
ID, digital camera. Contact dragonfly and damselfly expert Brenda Van Ryswyk, brendavanryswyk@gmail.com or 519-568-3073. 
work - 905-336-1158 ext 282. Meet at the corner of Kirkwall Road and Concession 8 W in the church parking lot at Kirkwall.

9 July (Monday) 9:30 p.m. - 11:00. HNC - Mothing in Dundas Valley. Meet at W end of Lions Club Rd (past Canterbury Hills) off of 
Old Dundas Rd for an evening of mothing. Bring flashlights and bug juice. Bill Lamond – bill-lamond@hotmail.com or 519-756-9546. 

15 July (Sunday) 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. RBG - Family Canoeing at RBG Nature Centre. Recommended for 2 adults and up to 
2 children passengers (age 4 to 12. Not recommended for under age 4). A guided adventure while you paddle and learn about 
Cootes Paradise. A Family Fun event. Pre-registration required. Fee: Adult, $15, Child (4-12) $10.

15 July (Sunday) 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. RBG - Carolinian Wildflowers in Nature and in the Garden, at RBG Centre/Kippax Garden. 
Two RBG staff walk and talk in the RBG area featuring species of the Carolinian floristic zone we are in. Pre-registration required. 
Part of the Adult Education Series. Fee: $20.
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{photo} 14 Jan (KeD) 
to 17 Feb (m.obs.); one ad. over Glen Morris [BR] 28 Dec {photo} 
(EH,JH); one at Long Pond, RBG 29 Dec (WO); one at Windermere 
Basin 17 Jan (MN); one at Hwy 8 at 7th Concession [HM] 4 Feb (BF,EHe); 
one at Fairchild Creek at Johnson Rd [BR] 13 Feb (THo); one at 9045 
Twiss Rd, Milton [HL] 15 Feb (DNe); one over Beamer C.A. [NG] 26 
Feb F (SD).
Red-tailed Hawk: One dark-morph bird at Clappison’s Corners [HM] 
28 Dec (CE,RD); seven over Beamer C.A. [NG] 26 Feb F (SD).
Rough-legged Hawk: Two at Birkett Lane, Brantford 1 Jan (BL,SL); 
two at 7382 Wellington Rd 34 [WL] 1 Jan (YS); two at Windermere 
Basin 20 Jan (WO); three in Bismark area [NG] 23 Jan (KB); three in 
5th Road East area [HM] 25 Feb (BCa); one over Beamer C.A. [NG] 27 
Feb F (SD).
Golden Eagle#: One over 7667 Maltby Rd E [WL] 7 Dec (LS); one over 
Shade’s Mills C.A. [WT] 8 Dec  (AZ); one over Hwy 6 at 4th Concession 
W [HM] 13 Dec {photo} 13 Dec (PT); one over Oakville 17 Dec (SMc).
Snowy Owl: An astonishing 
number of reports on eBird 
in this reporting period with 
155 locations for this species 
in the HSA. The owls were 
likely moving around a lot 
and it is unknown how far the 
owls would move, perhaps 
even moving back to previous 
locations. However, the majority 
of these locations are clumped and refer to the same bird(s). It is 
impossible to make complete sense of this with information on eBird 
largely lacking in regards to plumage features which might help to 
differentiate sightings. Photographs on eBird were helpful in some cases 
to show that two birds were present when only one bird was reported.  
Although far from perfect,  I have identified 14 locations or clusters with 
at least 28 Snowy Owls present during the period. Seven other locations 
with single records are listed at the end for a total of 36 Snowy Owls.
Location 1: Along QEW from Fifty Rd to Nelles Beach, including those 
along the Lake at Fifty Point. At least four birds. Birds were reported 
from 2 Dec to 28 Feb with a road-kill reported on 3 Dec (JJo) and three 
birds reported along the North Service Rd near Oakes Rd on 4 Dec (JL) 
and at Fifty Point C.A. on 5 Dec (JR) {all photographed} and again on 
24 Dec (JL). 
Location 2: Mud St area from 11th Road East to Hwy 20. At least 
three birds. Birds were reported from 10 Dec – 23 Feb with three birds 
reported on 13 Jan (JP). 
Location 3: From Millen Rd to Fruitland Rd along Lake to QEW. One 
bird reported from 2 Dec (DBe) to 4 Feb (EG). 
Location 4: Tollgate Pond to Red Hill – QEW interchange. At least two 
birds. Reported from 1 Dec (WO) to 24 Feb (BMy) with two reported at 
the interchange on 19 Dec (RPo) and again at Tollgate Pond on 24 Feb 
(BMy) {both photographed}.
Location 5: QEW – 403 interchange (Burlington) to Burlington Ship 
Canal and including Spencer Smith Park. At least two birds from 2 Dec 
(AD,RPa,MN) – 24 Feb (BMy). Only one bird ever reported but photos 
confirm two birds present.
Location 6: At QEW and Walkers Line interchange [HL]. One bird 
from 1-8 Dec (ACo) and again on 26 Dec (JS) – all observations of this 
bird were at night. 
Location 7: Burloak Waterfront Park to Bronte Harbour and N to 
Bronte Creek P.P. From 1 Dec (LF) to 28 Feb. Mark Jennings (pers. 
comm.) confirms three birds seen on 11 Jan, 22 Feb and 24 Feb. 
Location 8: QEW at Winston Churchill Blvd to CNR at WCB to Arkendo 
Park to Port Credit. At least two birds from 1 Dec (JWa) to 22 Feb (SM). 

Two birds were observed at J.C. Saddington Park on 21 Dec (SM). 
Location 9: 8th Line from N of Derry Rd to E Lower Baseline Rd [HL]. 
At least three birds from 17 Dec (MB) – 25 Feb (RB). Three birds 
reported along 8th Line on 2 Jan (RM). 
Location 10: Hwy 401 and 407 interchange. At least one bird from 11 
Dec (KR) – 28 Feb. 
Location 11: Milton: James Snow Parkway & Hwy 25, south to Mattamy 
Cycling Centre, east to Lower Baseline & 4th Line, and north to James 
Snow Parkway & Hwy 401. At least three birds from 8 Jan (RWo) – 19 
Feb (RM). 
Location 12: Grand River, Cambridge (Galt). One bird from 1 Dec 
(SY) {photo} – 21 Dec. 
Location 13: Brantford, from Lynden Mall to NW Industrial Area to 
Brantford Airport. At least two birds from 24 Jan (MH) – 8 Feb (NY). 
Only one bird ever reported but photos confirm two birds.
Location 14: Hagersville area. One bird from 14 Dec (NF) – 17 Feb 
(MN,OY) {photo}. 
One bird at Oneida Rd & 6th Line [HD] 5 Dec (fide WA); one bird at 
Limeridge Mall, near Linc 2-13 Jan (ON/JP); one at Greens Rd (Baptist 
Church Rd) and Onondaga Townline [HM] 7-20 Jan {photo} (GB); one 
bird along Hwy 54, SW of Brantford 14 Jan (SYo); one in farm field 
along Hwy 56 about 4 km N of Empire Corners [HD] 3-5 Jan (TD); one 
on fence along Silver St, 500m W of Bismark [NG] 23 Feb (SHa); one at 
10 Side Road and 8th Line N, south Georgetown [HL] 10 Feb (EI).

Long-eared Owl#: One at Bronte Creek 
P.P. [HL] 16 Dec (GPr), six there 24 Dec 
(DD), and one there 28 Jan {photo} (MJa); 
seven at Globe Park [HM] 26 Dec (LM); 
one at Tuck Creek 31 Dec (anon); one at 
Fifty Point C.A. [NG] 9 Jan (JR); one at 
Walkers Line & Harvester Rd, Burlington 
24 Jan {photo} (MCL); three at Canada 
Post processing plant, Stoney Creek 31 
Jan and two there 26 Feb (LM).
Short-eared Owl#: One at South Shell 
Park over Lake [HL] 16 Dec (CG); two 
– six (CH) birds at 10th Road East at 
Vinemount Sanctuary [HM] 16 Dec – 24 

Feb 9 (m.obs.); one sitting on post at Long Pond area, RBG [HM] 29 
Dec (WO); one along York Rd [HM] near Cartwright Sanctuary 30 Dec 
(DNe); one just south of Mt. Hope [HM] 16 Jan (JJ); one over QEW 
at Fifty Rd [HM] 19 Jan (DSz); 11 along Hwy 3, E of Cayuga between 
Windecker and McFarlane Rds [HD] 11 Feb (WA).
Northern Saw-whet Owl#: One at 38 Auchmar Rd, Hamilton 13 Dec 
{photo} (JP); one at Forty Creek Valley, Grimsby [NG] 2 Jan (LT,LM); 
one at Fifty Point C.A. [NG] 7 Jan {photo} (RPo/RD,BCha); one at 
Bronte Creek P.P. [HL] 3 Feb {photo} (YS).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker#: Two at feeder 
at 71 Sulphur Springs Rd, Ancaster from 
1 Dec to ca. 5 Feb {photos} (RBe); one at 
Bronte Bluffs Park [HL] 3 Dec {photo} 
(MJa); one at Guelph Arboretum 4 Dec 
{photo} 4 Dec (MHa); one at Kortwright 
Rd W, Guelph 17 Dec (RvT); one along 
rim of Escarpment above Old Waterdown 
Rd [HM] 26 Dec (BCr); one in Coldspring 
Valley [HM] 26 Dec {photo} (RP,BCo) and 
on 1 Jan (CE,DD,RD); one at feeder in 
Branchton [WT] 2 Jan (PE); one at Westfield 
Heritage Village [HM] 22 Feb (KG).
Gyrfalcon#: One dark-morph bird reported at Southdown Rd, N of 
QEW ## 12 Dec (DS/GPr).

(continued from page 203)

Snowy Owl at 10th Road East near Mud 
St, 22 Feb - photo Joanne Redwood.

Long-eared Owl at Bronte 
Creek P.P., 24 December - 

photo Yves Scholten.

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
at Auchmar Rd, 13 Dec - 

photo Jon Pleizier.
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Eastern Phoebe#: One at Lake St, Grimsby [NG] ** 9 Dec (MMac).
Horned Lark: 77 at Duxbury Rd, S of Indiana Rd [HD] 14 Dec (NF); 
20 at Fallsview Rd, Dundas 16 Dec (SD), 100 there 22 Dec (RD), 
and 40 there 3 Feb (JL); 18 at Brantford landfill 1 Jan (SL,BL); one at 
Windermere Basin 20 Jan (GC); one (migrant) over Aspen Forest Park 
[PL] 21 Jan F (RM); 40 in Hagersville area [HD] 8 Feb (BCo); 41 at 
Brant Count Rd 18 [BR] 13 Feb (THo).
Tufted Titmouse#: Two at Ruthven Park [HD] 3 Dec (RL); two DVCA 
main loop [HM] 9 Dec (JL); one in York village [HD] 11 Dec (RL); one 
at 2536 Ridgeside Lane, Oakville 16 Dec (GPr); one on Glen Morris 
rail trail [BR] 17 Dec {photo} (GSi,JSi); one in Martin Rd area, Dundas 
Valley [HM] (RWo,MBo); one at Merrick Orchard, Dundas Valley 26 Dec 
(RP,BCo); two at Kohler Rd and Irish Line [HD] 28 Dec (GSa,et al.); one 
at River Rd and Birkett Lane, Brantford 1 Jan (SL,BL); one at LaSalle Park 
24 Dec – 27 Feb (BM/m.obs.); one on Peach Tree CBC 2 Jan (LM); one at 
6 Hillview Dr, Grimsby [NG] 2 Jan (MJac); three at HCA HQ (Woodend) 
[HM] 6-16 Jan (JL) and two there 3 Feb (RD,CE,DD); two at Second Line, 
1.5 km E of Hwy 6 [HD] 28 Jan (RD,CE,DD); one at 2060 Port Davidson 
Rd [NG] 22 Feb (MJac); one at Bayshore Park [HL] 23 Feb (THo); one at 
Barber’s Beach (Puslinch Lake) [WL] 25 Feb (MC et al.).
Ruby-crowned Kinglet#: Three 
at Sedgewick Park [HL] 2 Dec 
(GMi,SMi), and one there 10-15 
Dec {photo} (JR/DJa); one at J.C. 
Saddington Park [PL] 18 Dec L 
{photo} (AB).
Eastern Bluebird: 11 at Artaban 
Rd, Dundas Valley 3 Dec (TU); 
eight at Scotch Block Reservoir 
[HL] 20 Dec (YS); 10 at High 
Level Bridge lookout [HM] 14 Jan 
(WO); seven at Merrick Orchard [HM] 15 Jan (JL); six at Oak Park Rd, 
Brantford 19 Jan (GSi,JSi); six along Jerseyville rail trail [HM] 2 Feb 
(DMo); 11 at Joe Sam’s Park, Waterdown [HM] 16 Feb (TT); one at 10th 

Road East [HM] 24 Feb F (LM).
Hermit Thrush#: One at Sedgewick 
Park [HL] 1-9 Dec (RD/BC/BCha); one 
at Rattray Marsh [PL] 10 Dec (RM,SM); 
two near Puslinch Lake [WL] 17 Dec (KB); 
one at 16 Mile Creek, N of Upper Middle 
Rd [HL] 20 Dec (MBo); one at Glenron 
Road, 400m south of Mountsberg Rd 
[HM] 24 Dec (JBl); one at Merrick 
Orchard [HM] 5 Jan (JL); one coming to 
feeder at Kingswood Rd, Oakville 9 Jan 
{photo} (CFu); one at Shoreacres Park 
[HL] 24 Jan (DNe); one at Bronte Creek 
P.P. [HL] 28 Jan (AD,MJa).

American Robin: 125 along Hwy 401 near Wellington Rd 32 [WL] 22 
Dec (BH); 30 on Dofasco Trail [HM] 27 Dec (BMac,LMac); 80 at Mt. 

Albion C.A. [HM] 8 Jan (TU); 140 at Merrick Orchard [HM] 17 Jan 
(JL); 70 at RBG Arboretum 21 Jan (RP); 80 at Bronte Creek P.P. [HL] 
28 Jan (AD); one at Canada Post building, Stoney Creek 15 Feb F (LM); 
380 over Stoney Creek yard 20 Feb (LM).
Varied Thrush#: One f. at feeder on 
Concession 1, Puslinch [WL] ** 8 Jan – 
15 Feb {photo} (DBr,ESc).
Northern Mockingbird: One at 
Taquanyah C.A. [HD] 28 Dec (NFa,RSk); 
one at 714 Indiana Rd W [HD] 2 Jan 
(GRi,NMc).
Brown Thrasher#: One at Preservation 
Park, Guelph 8-15 Dec {photo} (RH); one 
at Oakes Rd, Grimsby [NG] 20 Jan * (RG).
Cedar Waxwing: 24 at Guelph Arboretum 1 Dec (BRe); 60 at Hardy 
Rd, Brantford 16 Dec (NR); 100 at 12 Deer Run Court [BR] 21 Dec 
(GSi,JSi); 27 at Middletown Marsh [HM] 27 Jan (BCha); 55 at 8575 
1st Line, Campbellville [HL] 28 Jan (KWo,RWo); 35 at Winter Way, 
Brantford 15 Feb (DG); 24 at Waterworks Park, Brantford 18 Feb (SDe); 
27 at S.C. Johnson Trail, Brantford 22 Feb (MH).
American Pipit#: Three at Prairie Trail, McMaster Forest [HM] 2 
Dec (RP); one at Bronte Beach [HL] 23 Dec (GE); one at Sedgewick 
Park [HL] ** 26 Jan – 1 Feb {photo} (JR/KS,m.obs.); one over Merrick 
Orchard, Dundas Valley ** 28 Jan (JL).
Purple Finch: Four at 8575 1st Line, Campbellville [HL] 9 Jan 
(KWo,RWo); four at Scotch Block Reservoir [HL] 24 Jan (YS); eight at 
15 Side Road at Nassagaweya-Esquesing Townline [HL] 19 Feb {photo} 
(anon.).
Pine Siskin: 64 at Dundas Valley main loop trail 9 Dec (JL); 50 at 
Puslinch Lake [WL] 17 Dec (KB); 23 Concession 2, Puslinch [WL] 
24 Dec (FU); 27 at Binbrook C.A. [HM] 1 Jan (RP); 125 at Guelph 
Arboretum 6 Jan (BPME); 200 at Mount Nemo C.A. [HL] 7 Jan (MBo); 
30 at Shade’s Mills C.A. [WT] 15 Jan (AZ); 40 at Brant Park C.A. [BR] 
25 Jan (MH); 30 at Puslinch Tract [WL] 8 Feb (GRi,NMc); 40 at Dundas 
Valley C.A. 27 Feb (JL).
Common Redpoll#: One at Mountsberg C.A. [WL] 2 Dec (RvT); three 
at feeder in Westover [HM] 25-26 Dec (fide PSc); three at Brant Church 
Rd [BR] 3 Jan (DG); one at HCA HQ (Woodend) [HM] 13 Jan (JL).
Evening Grosbeak#: One at feeder in Stoney Creek [HM] 9 Dec (LM).
Lapland Longspur#: 18 at Duxbury Rd, S of Indiana Rd [HD] 14 
Dec (NF); four at Fallsview Rd, Dundas 17 Dec (EH,JH), two there 
22 Dec (RD), and two there 8 Jan (DNe); three at Brantford landfill 1 
Jan (SL,BL); two over Gilkison Flats, Brantford 9 Jan (MH); one near 
Hagersville [HD] 8 Feb (BCo); three at Brant Rd 18 [BR] 13 Feb (THo); 
14 at 5th Road East [HM] 23 Feb (LM); three at Paris Plains Church Rd 
[BR] 26 Feb (NFa).
Snow Bunting: 402 at Duxbury Rd, S of Indiana Rd [HD] 14 Dec (NF); 
300 at West River Rd, N of Watts Pond Rd [BR] 16 Dec (GSi,JSi); 300 at 
Fallsview Rd, Dundas 17 Dec (SD); 150 at Silverdale Rd, St Anns [NG] 
26 Dec (JRo); 50 at Indiana Rd W [HD] 28 Dec (NFa,RSk); 400 at 3rd 
Line, S of 15 Side Rd [HL] 5 Jan (YS); 180 at Cosby Rd, Lincoln [NG] 8 
Jan (NS); 140 at in Bismark area [NG] 22 Jan (KB); 100 at Paris Plains 
Church Rd [BR] 6 Feb (NH); 250 near Hagersville [HD] 8 Feb (BCo); 
123 at Brant Rd 18 [BR] 13 Feb (THo).
Nashville Warbler#: One to two continuing birds at Sedgewick Park 
[HL] 1-14 Dec {photo} (JR).
Palm Warbler#: One at Sedgewick Park [HL] ## 1 Dec L (RD).
Yellow-rumped Warbler#: Six at Sedgewick Park [HL] 6 Dec (SL,BL), 
five there 9 Dec (OR) and one there 12 Feb (DH); one at Arkendo Park 
[HL] 13 Dec (JVi); one at Desjardins Canal, Dundas 23 Dec (RD); 
one at Coldspring Valley [HM] 26 Dec (BCo,RP) and two there 1 Jan 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet at J.C. 
Saddington Park, 18 December - 

photo Aileen Barclay.

Hermit Thrush at window 
feeder in Oakville, 9 Jan - 
photo Cheryl Ferguson.

Varied Thrush at Crieff, 8 
January - photo Eva Schorer.

Adult female Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (L) and juv. female at feeder at 71 
Sulphur Springs Rd, Ancaster, 29 December - photos Robert Bell.
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(CE,DD,RD); one at Crieff Hills Retreat, 7098 Concession 1, Puslinch 
[WL] 24 Feb (NH).
“Audubon’s” Yellow-rumped Warbler#: Continuing bird from 1-19 
Dec ** (m.obs.) {photo}.
Eastern Towhee#: One at Davern Rd, Tutela Heights, Brantford 13 
Feb* (THo).
American Tree Sparrow: 75 at Grassie [NG] 2 Jan (RB); 128 in 
Caistorville area [NG] 2 Jan (RP); 70 at Concession 2, Lincoln [NG] 2 
Jan (JV).
Field Sparrow#: One at Wilkes 
Dam, Brantford 26 Jan* (NFa).
Fox Sparrow#: One at 800 Clyde 
Rd [WT] 8 Dec (EGi); one at feeder 
in SE Burlington 17 Dec (JD,DD); 
one at feeder on 15 Side Road, E of 
Guelph Line [HL] 29 Dec – 2 Jan 
{photo} (JMin); one at 12 Deer Run 
Court [BR] 31 Dec – 17 Feb {photo} 
(GSi,JSi); one in woodland along 
Grand River adjacent to Brantford 
landfill 1 Jan (BL); one at feeder in Branchton [WT] 2 Jan (PE); four at 
Birkett Lane and River Rd, Brantford 1 Jan (SL,BL); one at Riverwood 
[PL] 15 Jan (RPa); one at Sawmill Rd [BR] 27 Jan - 9 Feb (GB); one at 
Britannia Rd at Bronte Creek [HL] 18 Feb (RB).
Swamp Sparrow: Two at Cootes Paradise 3 Dec (WO); one at Petro 
Canada Park [HL] 15 Dec (MJ); two at Hendrie Valley 15 Dec (CS); two 
along Dofasco Trail [HM] 24 Dec (KWi,AWi); one at Indiana Rd [HD] 
28 Dec (NFa,RSk); two at Slote Rd Wetland [HM] 1 Jan (RD,DD,CE); 
one at Middletown Marsh [HM] 1-13 Jan (BCha); one at River Rd and 
Birkett Lane, Brantford 1 Jan (SL,BL).
White-throated Sparrow: Nine at Scotch Block Reservoir [HL] 20 
Dec (YS); 40 at River Rd and Birkett Lane, Brantford 1 Jan (SL,BL).
White-crowned Sparrow: Five at Derry Rd and 5th Line, Milton [HL] 
1 Dec (YS); eight at Sawmill Rd [BR] 15 Dec - 9 Feb (GB); four at 
Windermere Basin 26 Dec (SMac,CF,JBr); eight at Brantford landfill 1 
Jan (MH); three at Bruce Trail between Fruitland and Millen Rd [HM] 
2 Jan (RW); eight at Onondaga Townline Rd and Greens Rd [BR] 6 Jan 
(CS); three at 8th Road East [HM] 13 Jan (CS); four at 10th Road East 
[HM] 18 Jan {photo} (JR).
“Oregon” Dark-eyed Junco#: One m. on 8th Road East, N of Green 
Mountain Rd [HM] 6 Jan (LM); one f. near Albion Falls between 
Pritchard Rd and Arbour Rd [HM] 8 Jan (TU).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak#: One at 
feeder at Governor’s Rd, 300m E of St 
George Rd [BR] ** 31 Dec {photo} 
(BI).  
Eastern Meadowlark#: Four along 
Onondaga Townline, just S of Baptist 
Church Rd [BR] 6 Jan (CS,DD); one 
on 11th Road East, N of Dofasco Trail 
[HM] 20 Jan (BMac).
Red-winged Blackbird: Three at 14 
Mile Creek, N of QEW [HL] 3 Dec (RM); 12 over Wilkes Dam, 
Brantford 4 Dec (SL,BL); 11 at Old Burloak Rd, N of Upper Middle Rd 
[HL] 14 Dec (MJa); six at Joshua’s Valley Park [HL] 16 Dec (JWa); three 
at Barton St and Lake Ave N 31 Dec (RW,MW); two at Globe Park [HM] 
26 Dec (LM); seven at 9019 Concession 2, Caistorville [NG] 2 Jan (RP); 
one at Bronte Creek P.P. [HL] 23 Jan (ABa); one over Stoney Creek 19 
Feb F (LM); 75 over Stoney Creek 20 Feb (LM); 35 at 3262 Cosby Rd 
[NG] 21 Feb (NS); 400 at 10th Road East [HM] 26 Feb (JL).
Yellow-headed Blackbird#: One m. at 2060 Port Davidson Rd [NG] 

** 21 Feb* {photo} (BHa).
Rusty Blackbird#: One at feeder on 10th 
Road East near Vinemount Sanctuary 
[HM] 13 Dec {photo} (JMi,PMi).
Common Grackle: One at Old Burloak 
Rd, N of Upper Middle Rd [HL] 28 Dec 
{photo} (MJa); one in Caistorville [NG] 2 
Jan (RP); one at Grassie [NG] 2 Jan (RB); 
one at Caledonia 19 Feb F (CJ); seven in 
east Brantford 20 Feb (MH); 50 at 10th Road East [HM] 26 Feb (JL); 56 at 
Mt Albion C.A. [HM] 26 Feb (RP).
Brown-headed Cowbird: 70 at Shellard Lane, Brantford 9 Dec (DG); 
13 at St George yard [BR] 25 Dec (JL) and 69 there 16 Jan (JL); 56 at 
Townline Rd W [HD] 28 Dec (NFa,RSk); 300 at Nelles Corners [HD] 28 
Jan (DD,RD,CE); three at Hamilton Dr, Ancaster 17 Feb F (AM); two at 

Caledonia 19 Feb (CJ); 280 over Stoney Creek 20 Feb (LM).
Baltimore Oriole#: Continuing ad. m. until 2 Dec at West Harbour 
Waterfront Trail {photo} ** (RD,CE,DD/JR/DBe); continuing ad. m. 
from last period at feeder at Woodward Ave. and Glow Ave. ** was 
present until 2 Dec (SH).
   
 

Fox Sparrow at 15 Side Road, E 
of Guelph Line, 2 January - photo 

Jennifer Minogue.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak at 
feeder on Governor's Rd [BR], 31 
December - photo Brenda Irvine.

Male Yellow-headed Blackbird 
on Port Davidson Rd [NG], 21 
February - photo Bev Hadler.

Baltimore Oriole at West Harbour Waterfront Trail, 2 December - 
photo Dave Beadle.

Crieff Hills Celebrates
World Migratory Bird Day
Saturday May 12th,  2018 

Drop by between 8:30 am and Noon

Join certified bird bander Brian Pomfret 
 for a close up look at migrating birds. 

 Bring the whole family to see the birds being banded. . 
 Visit our Bluebird Trail with over 30 Bluebird nest boxes. 
 Enjoy the spring wild flowers on our forested trails. 

 Refreshments will be available. 
         No cost, but donations are appreciated. 

Crieff Hills Retreat and Conference Centre is located 15 minutes south of Guelph.

Crieff Hills Retreat and Conference Center 
7098 Concession 1 

Puslinch ON     1 800 884 1525 
www.crieffhills.com 
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In Memoriam - George Meyers
Long-time HNC elder George Meyers passed away on 13 March 
2018. George was a one-of-a-kind as shown by the three tribute 
articles below (Bob Curry, then Stuart Laughton, then John 
Ambrose). The obituary published in the Hamilton Spectator is 
reprinted first - Ed.

George Meyers passed away peacefully, surrounded by his family on 
Tuesday, March 13, 2018 at Lakeshore Lodge in Etobicoke at the age 
of 77. Beloved and cherished husband of Anita for 54 years. Devoted 
and caring father of Teresa (Scott) and Tanya. Proud grandfather 
of Nate, Leila and Charlotte. Predeceased by his sister Dorothy 
Boughton. Survived by his brother Glenn (Linda) and sister-in-law 
Linda. He will be sadly missed by his entire family and many dear 
friends. As per George’s wishes, cremation has taken place and a 
Celebration of Life was recently held at the Glendale Funeral Home 
in Etobicoke on 24 March. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club at http://hamiltonnature.org/ 
support-us/donations.

Bob Curry
George and I met in the winter of 1954-55. That winter and the 
following spring, four of us – George, his brother Glenn, Brock 
Atkinson and I roamed the old fields and woodlots of King’s Forest in 
East Hamilton. Unlike most teens, all of us were intensely devoted to 
natural history.  I still remember in spring 1955 our “gang” watching 
kettles of hawks migrating over the Red Hill Valley, a precursor to 
the years and events at Grimsby. Not long after, the Meyers family 
moved to Grimsby Beach and, in fall 1955, Brock was killed in a 
terrible accident.

 On April 1, 1956, the Meyers boys and I walked from Grimsby Beach 
up the escarpment and to the south. I saw my first Carolina Wren and 
heard its rollicking song, that day; next Christmas I got a beautiful oil 
pastel drawing of a Carolina Wren drawn by George, as a Christmas 
card from George and Glenn. The following Christmas, the first after 
a three-toed woodpecker invasion into southern Ontario, I received 
a lovely Black-backed Woodpecker card, again drawn by George. I 
dearly wish that I still had these cards.

George grew up in Grimsby, married Anita and they settled into 
married life on Bedford Park Drive. Dave Copeland put Beamer 
Point on the map, but George was seeing hawks and eagles migrating 
west along the Lake Ontario Plain and over his house for years before 
that.

George was not a world travelling naturalist. However, he did sally 
into the eastern United States on numerous occasions to study the 
forests and collect seeds and seedlings for his garden. And what a 
garden it was!  Professional botanists and gardeners made Bedford 
Park a destination. Often George would take them on a tour of some 
of the Niagara Peninsula botanical rarities, plants and trees many 
of which were his personal discoveries. Later they would retreat to 
his garden for a thorough tour that involved the identification and 
status of all his plants as well as the biogeography of Eastern North 
America.  He wrote one paper in a peer-reviewed journal on the 
identification and distribution of a species of his favourite taxon, 
Quercus, the oaks. Would that he had shared more of his knowledge 
and understanding of our natural history. 

I was privileged to have a 
personal tour of George’s garden 
on numerous occasions over the 
years. George never raked the 
leaves. Rather they were left to 
decay in situ. The consequence 
was a thick soft leaf duff over 
rich soil; the perfect place for 
many trees and shrubs that just 
reach their northern limits in 
the peninsula or along the Lake Erie plain. George always carried 
pruning shears on his belt. He knew the biology of all his trees and 
pruned them with surgical precision. Most neighbours cringed at the 
“untidiness” of it all, not realizing what a treasure they had in their 
midst.  His daughters Teresa and Tanya knew – for one birthday they 
gave him a chrome-plated garden spade of which he was immensely 
proud.

George never referred to our area as the Carolinian Zone. In fact, he 
abhorred the term. True, there were southern affinities in flora and 
fauna, but the Carolinas were far to the south with their own distinct 
plants and animals. He detested even more so the plantings of exotic 
trees in Grimsby and most other cities. "Botanical rats",  he called the 
rows of Norway Maples and Norway Spruces. Being passionate and 
knowledgeable, he was often at loggerheads with local authorities. 
They in turn retaliated by enforcing a by-law that required him to 
remove native plants and shrubs from his front yard and replace 
them with grass. Naturally, George kept his grass much longer than 
the neighbours liked as he knew that longer grass shaded out the 
weeds and so he didn’t need herbicides.

Although George did not travel widely he had a huge library of 
natural history books from across the world. Moreover, he read them. 
Consequently, he could converse knowledgably about almost any 
place and its biological riches. But there was much more to George 
than a love of nature for he collected books on art and philosophy, 
too. He was a true polymath. He wrote Haiku poetry about matters 
both personal and about hawks. Another example. About 25 years 
ago I became interested in opera. Feeling a little chuffed about 
acquiring such an intellectual pursuit, I mentioned it to George only 
to learn that he had been for many years listening to the MET live 
from New York on Saturday afternoons. I should have known this, as 
the house was always awash in classical music when I visited.

George knew all the birds but did not consider himself to be a 
mere birder. Perhaps his greatest claim to birding fame was when 
he, Glenn and Eric Bastin picked up a Wilson’s Storm-Petrel dead 
on the shore at Long Beach the day after Hurricane Connie struck 
a glancing blow at southern Ontario. Although he was a complete 
naturalist, many birders knew George as a colourful fixture for 
decades at the Niagara Peninsula Hawk Watch above the town of 
Grimsby. One spring at Beamer, George passed around "Love them 
Hawks" buttons. Apparently they were for supporters of the Wilfrid 
Laurier University Golden Hawks football team but George thought 
they had a much better use. Long before Peter Dunne’s marvellous 
Hawks in Flight was published, George knew and taught Beamer 
habitués the finer points of shape and flight behavior that could be 
used to identify all diurnal raptors with confidence. 

George Meyers (centre) at Beamer 
Point (with his Bushnell 10 x 50 
Custom binoculars) on 13 April 

1990 - photo Wilf Yuseck.
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George was not everyone’s cup of tea. He was never short of an 
opinion and certainly did not suffer fools.  Even at HNC meetings he 
could not sit quietly when he knew something that the speaker said 
was incorrect. This afforded some awkward moments. However, it 
was on long afternoons at Beamer that George was at his combative 
best. We discussed much more than hawk identification. George 
could and did expound not only about “them hawks” but on 
politics, religion and other matters of the day. Usually his opinions 
were punctuated with roars of laughter. His possessed an immense 
intelligence. Sadly, his inquisitiveness and introspection did not 
always serve him well in terms of health over the years. Especially 
over the last 10 years, he suffered from ill health.

Whether I arrived at Beamer after George or he arrived after me, he 
would always shout “BOB CURRY” in a manner that always made 
me feel wanted. I don’t go to Beamer so much anymore. Perhaps it’s 
because George has not been there nor in his garden, down below 
the escarpment. 

I will miss George’s prodigious intellect, his irrepressible nature and 
his incisive opinions. So, will the entire naturalists’ community.

Bob Curry

Stuart Laughton
When George Meyers was excited everyone knew. Even in the open 
expanse of Beamer Conservation Area his stentorian voice could 
shatter the air: “BLACK VULTURE!!!!!” 

That pretty much defined George. He was an endlessly enthusiastic, 
insatiably curious, spectacularly knowledgeable, self-taught and life-
long naturalist. He was bipolar and diabetic, intense and hyperactive, 
irreverent and bawdy, determined and stubborn, to the end. 

The end came March 13 of this year, surrounded by his family. I 
hadn’t seen him in a very long time and I was surprised how moved 
I was to hear of his passing. I was surprised how vivid my memories 
were of him. 

I met George and Anita Meyers at the hawk watch in 1982, just after 
my wife and I purchased our first home, on Park Road North in 
Grimsby. The Meyers family (which included two lovely daughters) 
lived only blocks away and there was soon much shuttling between 
the two houses. Anita adored children and fussed over ours as they 
arrived, often begging to babysit.  

Springtime at the Beamer Hawk Watch was special. If the action 
was slow you could still chat with Walter Klabunde (who drove 
from Buffalo every day!), Dave Copeland, Barry Cherriere, Kevin 
McLaughlin, Bob Curry and others. Peter Thoem joined the crew a 
little later, and he shared George’s interest in trees and shrubs. One 
morning I picked up the phone to hear George’s voice, “Hey Stuart! 
Wanna go picking paw-paws with Peter?” I guarantee the alliteration 
was intentional, and greatly savoured. At such times George would 
flash his toothy Cheshire cat smile and bounce up and down on 
his toes while rapidly touching fingertips together. It was his happy 
“something’s afoot” stance.
He could express displeasure too, rather effectively. Once I arrived at 
his house to find a huge cardboard sign in the front yard. In garish 
red marker that could be read 50 yards away was a message: “THIS 
IS NOT A CANINE DEFECTORIUM! CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR 
DOG OR I WILL DEPOSIT EVERYTHING IN YOUR YARD AND 

YOUR PROPERTY VALUES WILL GO DOWN!” 

George and I bonded on a shared love of many things, including 
classical music, which was my profession. And once when the 
Meyers family went on a trip, my wife and I moved into their house to 
luxuriate in a finished kitchen (ours was torn apart), play PacMan on 
their Atari computer, and care for their houseplants and cats. George 
was in thrall to cats and thought them far superior to mere dogs. 

The days at George's house were great, but the nights not so much. 
Because of Harold. Each night about 3:00 a.m., this fat, white cat 
would climb the bedroom windowsill and wail to be fed. For years 
George had obediently gotten up from his bed and trudged to the 
door so Harold could waddle in for another bowl of food. By week’s 
end I’d had enough, and the very next night Harold was greeted at 
the door with a bucket of cold water in the face. It only took the one 
time. The Meyers slept in peace thereafter.

Trees and shrubs were George’s greatest passion, and the 
painstakingly curated back yard of his Bedford Park home was his 
pride and constant joy. He loved oak trees above all. I once pilfered a 
greatly prized Hill’s Oak leaf from his collection, and just before his 
family arrived for dinner half hid it amongst the leaf litter in a little 
terrarium display perched on our toilet. Everyone was in on the joke 
and waited for him to pop upstairs, which he eventually did. We 
held our breath. Then came the explosion that rattled the windows, 
“WHAAAAT!!!! WHERE DID YOU FIND THIS!!!!!” and he came 
rushing downstairs brandishing the leaf. 

After my family moved from Grimsby to Burlington we began to see 
less of the Meyers, and less of Beamer. My attendance there became 
spotty (though I was present with George and others to witness The 
Great Swallow-Tailed Kite Apparition) and gradually I lost touch 
with both Meyers and Beamer. Decades later I discovered George’s 
great friend Bob Curry was my close neighbour, just as George had 
been in Grimsby. With this nice symmetry established, I saw a lot of 
Bob and Glenda, and they told me of George’s passing.

The celebration of life service was held in Toronto, and had a 
wonderful turnout. I was very eager to see Anita and daughters 
Tanya and Teresa again, and they all looked terrific. Of particular 
interest to members of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club was Tanya’s 
lovely reading of Bob Curry’s tribute, sent from Florida. George’s 
grandchildren were with her at the microphone, looking over her 
shoulder, following along with Bob’s words as Tanya spoke them and 
even taking over for a bit, completely unplanned. It was incredibly 
charming, and cemented in my mind that the Meyers family is a 
deeply loving one. It was wonderful to see. Everyone felt privileged 
to be present. It was perfect.

Thank you George. Thanks for everything.

John Ambrose
George was an amazing amateur naturalist with a most impressive 
level of understanding and competence. I was curator of the 
University of Guelph Arboretum [1974-1991], with a special interest 
in Carolinian Trees; George was a significant source of information 
about populations of trees in the Niagara Region. Queries I presented 
to him were often replied to with multipage hand-printed letters 
with multi-coloured detailed maps, including a commentary about 
the population in question, its past history, what trees were lost 
due to construction (continued on page 213)



The Wood Duck - May, 2018 Page 211

H N C  -  M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  –  1 2  M a r c h  2 0 1 8

A Tour of Madagascar with Maggie Sims
by Bill Lamond

At the March Monthly Meeting (12 March 2018), HNC Past 
President Maggie Sims gave a very enjoyable account of her 

and her husband Dave’s 2017 trip to Madagascar. Many of you will 
remember that when Maggie was President of the HNC, she began 
each monthly meeting with a quote. Tonight was no different, and 
the quote was from Doug Larson: “Spring is when you feel like 
whistling even with a shoe full of slush.” Very appropriate for very 
early March weather

Maggie began by giving us many facts about the island. She called it 
the big red island as the island soil is very red, much like P.E.I. And 
it is a big island, the 4th largest on earth following Greenland, New 
Guinea, and Borneo (Canada’s Baffin Island is the 5th largest). To give 

some perspective, it is bigger than France. It is extremely important 
ecologically as it contains about 5% of all plant and animal species 
on earth, with many of these endemic to Madagascar, including 
91% of the reptiles, 98% of amphibians, 50% of the birds, 80% of 
the plants and 100% of the lemurs. What is the reason for this high 
proportion of endemics? A few things actually. The most important 
is isolation as Madagascar broke free of the rest of Africa over 150 
million years ago and then separated from what became India about 
80 million years ago. It is quite far from mainland Africa, the closest 
point being 430 km distant in Mozambique. This distance, and the 
fact that ocean currents do not favour animals drifting across the 
Mozambique channel from Africa, have intensified this isolation. 
Only some bird species are able to cross this distance. Coupled with 
this isolation, has been a fantastic speciation. Although Madagascar 
is a big Island, biologists do not fully understand why this degree of 
speciation has occurred; it is almost unique on earth.

Maggie and her husband Dave visited Madagascar over a two-week 
period from late October in 2017. They flew direct from Paris to 
Antananarivo, the capital of Madagascar and the largest city with  
a population approaching 2 million. This was a 10.5 hour flight 
on Madagascar Air, affectionately called ‘Mad Air’ for the lack 

of “protocols” compared to 
other airlines. Madagascar 
was a French colony until 
independence in 1960 and 
the French influence remains 
conspicuous: French is one of 
the two official languages, and 
of the few cars there, many are vintage Renaults and Citroens. The 
other main language is Malagasy which is, surprisingly, the only 
indigenous language despite the island's size. This is remarkable 
because other areas of comparable size have many languages. New 
Guinea has about 700 indigenous languages, and Africa has about 
1,500 languages, but in Madagascar there is only Malagasy, which is 
related to the languages of Polynesia rather than Africa. Madagascar 
is a very poor country with 65% of the population below the 
Madagascar poverty line. Most people earn less than $2/day. There 
are few cars, and most people get from place to place by bike or on 
foot, or in the cities by rickshaws.

Dave and Maggie started their tour at Lemurs’ Park, a small botanical 
garden and lemur reserve covering 5 ha, southwest of Antananarivo. 
Most of the park’s lemurs are confiscated 
pets that are being rehabilitated and 
bred for reintroduction into the wild. 
The nine lemur species here are free-
ranging within the park and are 
essentially wild, although there are 
some feeding stations. Here, Maggie 
had her first glimpse of the most 
familiar lemur, the Ring-tailed Lemur, 
as well as Coquerel’s Sifaka and the 
critically endangered Black and White 
Ruffed Lemur, of which there are only 
about 50 individuals left in the wild. 
There were quite a few birds here including the Malagasy Kestrel.

Their next destination was Ranomafana National Park about 300 
km south of Antananarivo. On the way, they saw what most of the 
country was like which is not pretty: 85% of the forests have been cut 

down using slash and burn techniques 
and the associated soil erosion. Of 
course putting it in perspective, how 
much of south-western Ontario’s 
forests are left? About the same or less I 
suppose. However, the main difference 
is that the loss of forest in Ontario 
likely did not result in too many species 
extinctions whereas in Madagascar, 
this same level of deforestation likely 
caused many extinctions. 

Family farms here are the rule, with 
little or no mechanization. Children and Zebu cattle are the sources 
of farm labour. The more cattle, the wealthier the farmer. Maggie 
noted the preponderance of rice paddies in Madagascar. The rice that 

Speaker Maggie Sims at Luxor, 
Egypt - photo Dave Sims.

Black and White Ruffed 
Lemur at Ranomafana N.P.

Common Brown Lemur at 
Ranomafana N.P.
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is grown is of good quality and makes a lot of money for the country 
on the export market. In the farmland areas, houses are made of 
bricks, as wood is at a premium, and the pits created to make the 
bricks are then turned into paddy fields. These rice paddies are at 
least good for water birds and Maggie mentioned several herons that 
they saw in these fields such as Dimorphic Little Egret and Cattle 
Egrets, and also the Malagasy Green Sunbird.

Ranomafana National Park was created in 1987, ostensibly to create 
a reserve for the Golden Bamboo Lemur but also to conserve the 
unique biodiversity of the local ecosystem and reduce the human 
pressures on this area. It is hard to believe, but this lemur was not 

discovered until 1986. It is one interesting lemur 
as it eats the bark of a certain bamboo that has 
a high concentration of cyanide. It has been 
calculated that this lemur daily eats an amount of 
cyanide that is 12 times the lethal dose for humans. 
No one knows how they are able to survive this 
load of cyanide. Their dung is highly poisonous 
too and a species of dung beetle uses only the 
dung of this species of lemur. The park  supports 
12 other species of lemur too, and Maggie saw 
several, including, Common Brown Lemur, 
Milne-Edwards Sifakas, Eastern Woolly Lemur, 
the aforementioned critically endangered Black 

and White Ruffed Lemur, and the very small, nocturnal, Bush Baby-
like, Rufous Mouse Lemur. There were lots of birds to be seen here 
too including Pygmy Kingfisher, Madagascar Blue Pigeon, and Tylas 
Vanga, and other mammals 
besides lemurs, including the 
Fossa, a cat-like, carnivore. It 
is in a family closely related 
to the mongoose family 
and at 8.5 kg is the largest 
carnivore on the island. 
Another interesting mammal here was the Ring-tailed Vontsira, a 
type of mongoose. This reserve was also home to many reptiles and 
Dave photographed several chameleon species including, Belted 
Chameleon, Leaf Chameleon (very tiny) and a very big species called 
Oustalet’s Chameleon. Some very colourful 
rainforest frogs were here too, such as the 
Painted Mantella Frog.

The next site was Anja Community Reserve 
about 60 km SSW of Ranomafana. This 
reserve was created in 2001 with the support 
of the United Nations Development Program 
to help preserve the local environment and 
wildlife, and to provide additional employment and income to the 

local community. The reserve is home to the 
highest concentration of Ring-tailed Lemurs 
in Madagascar. Maggie suggested that these 
community reserves may be the best way to 
preserve nature in Madagascar. The local people 
can then make a living by the preservation of 
nature – essentially shareholders in nature – 
and it may get them interested in their own 
fauna which can only help. At Anja, Maggie 
saw many Ring-tailed Lemurs as well as 
the Madagascar Leopard Butterfly and the 
spectacular Clearwing Butterfly.

After Anja, the next park visited 
was Isalo National Park, which 
was created in 1962 and has been 
administered by the Madagascar 
National Parks authority since 
1997. It is about 200 km to the 
southwest from Anja. It has a 
tropical dry climate and the area is 

highlighted 
with amazing Jurassic-era sandstone 
formations. This was a place to see many 
birds such as Olive Bee Eater, Crested 
Drongo, Madagascar Hoopoe, Rainforest 
Scops Owl, and White-browed Owl. Here, 
they have a program to try to breed the 
critically endangered Radiated Tortoise, 
whose decimation was caused by the two 
common enemies of many species: habitat 

destruction and poaching. Hopefully this 
breeding program bears fruit and this 
beautiful species can be saved.

From Isalo, Maggie and Dave travelled 
a further 80 km southwest to Zombitse 
National Park, established in 1997, which  
is divided into three forested sections on 
gently undulating sandstone hills. A few 
years ago, sapphires were discovered in 
this area which caused a rush of people 
into the area to stake their claims, 
including mining companies. Needless 
to say, the people of the area did not 
get rich but the companies did, and this 
mining has proceeded right into the park 
with obvious negative consequences. 
Nonetheless, the park still has a lot to offer 
visitors. Maggie observed large groups 
of Verraux’s Sifaka here, a very woolly-
looking species, and also the smallish 
Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur. Other highlights here were Yellow-

billed Kite and Giant Coua, a spectacular 
ground-dwelling bird in the cuckoo family.

Their next destination was the small town 
of Ifaty, a great base to explore the famous 
Spiny Forest nearby. The Spiny Forest 
occupies a huge area of Madagascar on the 
southern and southwestern coasts. Around 
95% of the original flora in the Spiny Forest 
is endemic, which makes this the most 
distinct ecoregion in Madagascar. The 
most arresting tree visually are the baobab 
trees. They are very slow growing and very 

long-lived with one tree that Maggie saw being 1,200 years old. Also 
unusual is the Octopus Tree (or Compass Tree) that points north, 
due to the prevailing south winds. As in many dry areas of the world, 
when the rains come, the plants leaf-out and flower. This was a great 
area for birds with sightings of Madagascar Magpie-robin, Long-tailed 
Grand Roller, Sakalava Weaver, Subdesert Mesite, Running Coua, 
Chabert’s Vanga and 
Blue Vanga. An unusual 

Leaf Chameleon, 
Ranomafana N.P.

Oustalet's Chameleon - Ranomafana N.P.

Painted Mantella Frog 
at Ranomafana N.P.

Ring-tailed Lemur 
at Anja Reserve.

Madagascar Leopard Butterfly 
at Anja Community Reserve.

White-browed Owl at 
Isalo N.P.
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Top; Madagascar Hoopoe 
and (bottom) Radiated 
Tortoises at Isalo N.P.

Red-fronted Brown 
Lemur at Isalo N.P.
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or development a 

decade or two past, and other interesting details well beyond my 
questions. I spent many days in the field with him, amazed by the 
detailed information he had on ready call, plus other points of interest 
that were always offered. Days in the field with George, including 
to Navy Island, crossing the border to seek out other populations 
of Cherry Birch near Buffalo, or a number of other sites in Niagara, 

were exhausting and exhilarating at the same time! His Grimsby yard 
was an impressive arboretum in a small space, with trees grown from 
seeds he had collected across eastern North America; he knew each 
one intimately. I realize that George had not only high moments but 
low as well and I commend his close friends and family for being with 
him during his difficult times. We have lost an amazing individual.

Can you tell who in this photo is George 
Meyers? Of course that is George Meyers 

hamming it up for the photographer 
(Gerry Guild), making reference to the 
dark axillars (arm pits) on the Prairie 

Falcon they had just seen at Beamer Point. 
From left to right, Roy Baker, George, Jack 
Ryan, Jim Fairchild, two unknown birders, 

Terry Osborne. This photo graced the 
cover of the Volume 59, No. 5 Wood Duck 
(Jan 2006) and within that issue on page 

105, George wrote an article detailing this 
first-for-Hamilton Prairie Falcon sighting. 

George's unique personality shines 
through his writing completely.

Managing Trees at the Amaolo Nature Sanctuary
by Jen Baker

The HNC is responsible for managing over 400 acres in eight 
nature sanctuaries that protect natural habitats for both common 

and at risk species. The primary stewardship activities generally 
focus on maintaining and enhancing habitats by managing invasive 
species and planting native species. Part of our conservation efforts 
also involve getting kids out in nature so that they can develop an 
appreciation for nature and participate in conservation initiatives 
when they get older. 

Our management responsibilities include ensuring the properties 
are safe for visitors. HNC 
has a dedicated team of hard 
working chainsaw volunteers 
who help to manage 
hazard trees at the nature 
sanctuaries. They clear trails 
from downed trees and fell 
hazard trees that might fall 
on trails. Every once in a 
while we encounter hazard 
trees that are too difficult 
for our volunteers to safely 

manage and we need to call in tree service experts.

This was the case at the Amaolo Nature Sanctuary. There was a line 
of four large hazard trees that needed to be felled for the safety of 
the students that visit the nature sanctuary, as well as for the safety 
of the adjacent homeowners and their garage and barn. The trees 
had a slight lean and our volunteers were concerned the trees 

might fall on the buildings and were worried for their safety so felt 
professionals were needed for the job.
We were fortunate to find Arborwood 
Tree Services (www.arborwood.ca) 
who very generously felled the trees 
and removed the safety risk before 
the nature outings begin this spring. 
We appreciate their support and are 
looking forward to the upcoming 
nature outings! 

Thanks also to HNC donors for supporting the construction of the 
Education Platform at Amaolo! We’ll be building it over the next 
couple of months, stay tuned for details.

Hazard tree removal at Amaolo Sanctuary, 
13 March 2018 - photo Jen Baker.

Hazard tree removal at Amaolo Sanctuary thanks to the generosity of 
Arborwood Tree Service, 13 March 2018 - photo Jen Baker.

(continued from page 210)
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Spring is Here   by June Hitchcox

Spring will be well advanced when you read this but I am 
writing this on March 19th, in Oakville and some 

birds have already arrived or have gone on farther 
north. On March 7th and 9th, I heard American Robins 
chirping and my son Mike saw a robin on March 11th 
at his home on the west side of Oakville. Mike, who 
teaches Animation at Sheridan College in Oakville, has 
told me that every winter the bushes behind the college 
have robins year-round but the one that he saw in his yard 
was a migrant. I have been hearing Red-winged Black birds 
throughout March. 

Now is the time to put netting on our windows - on the outside 
- secured by nails in the four corners. It is a wonderful 

experience to see a bird, unfamiliar with the area and, seeing 
the reflection of what is behind it, thinks that all is well 
to keep on flying - then sees the netting and puts on its 
brakes before crashing into the window. 

It is also a very good time to put out bird feeders - 
those migrating birds need a lot of food for energy 
to fly. On the feeder pole, fasten a slinky toy - no 

squirrel is able to climb up for the birdfeeder seeds. Spring 
migrating birds do not linger and are in a hurry because 
they want to find and establish a nesting territory before 
another of their species takes it first.  Males then look 
for a mate and nesting takes place - thus generation after 
generation live on into the future - fascinating!

Hamilton Monarch Awards 2018
Celebrating gardeners who love nature

 
Hamilton has a unique garden award program that recognizes 

function as well as good looks. 
The Monarch Awards showcase and champion gardeners who 

create nature-friendly spaces full of native plant diversity, 
pollinator habitat, healthy soil, and sustainable, ecologically 

sound approaches to garden care.
This year, the Monarch Awards has a new category for beginners 

who have just begun their “gardening for nature” journey. The 
Caterpillar Award recognizes those gardeners who are on their 

way to becoming mature Monarchs.
Apply today to one of these programs. Entry deadline is 

midnight Sunday on June 24, 2018. The selection of finalists 
happens between June 24 and July 8. Judges’ site visits are 

scheduled for mid-July.

For more information visit http://monarchawardshamilton.org/

Monarch Awards organizers thank the City of Hamilton for its 
support as well as the support from program partners Royal 
Botanical Gardens, Hamilton Pollinator Paradise Project 

(Environment Hamilton and the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club) and 
the Crown Point Garden Club.
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B r o n  T r e g u n n o  
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Falconwatch 2018 Under Way
Hamilton’s Falconwatchers are pleased to report that as of the first 
of April the adult Peregrines at the Sheraton Hotel are once again 
incubating one or more eggs. If weather conditions are good, a chick 
or chicks should hatch around Mother’s Day. The new TV camera 
continues to work well as can be seen from the two adjacent images. 
The head shot of Lily shows how well the camera zooms in, while the 
image of Ossie leaving the nest ledge was captured without much, if 
any, blurring. Volunteers will be needed in the first 3-4 weeks of June to help monitor the Peregrine chicks as they learn to fly. If 
you would like to help, please email Hamilton Falconwatch [falcons@hamiltonnature.org] — Mike Street.
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mammal here is the 
Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec which is 
becoming a popular pet in North 
America. I’m sure many of you 
have seen this very interesting 
looking animal. Good news is that 
it is not threatened in Madagascar 
as I suppose they breed readily in 
captivity.  

The last park that Maggie visited 
was Andasibe National Park which 
is well to the north, about 100 km 
east of the capital Antananarivo. 
This is the only park where the 

critically endangered 
Indri occurs, the largest 
and only tailless lemur. 
They are monogamous, 
are strict vegetarians 
and researchers have 
not been able to get 
them to survive for 
longer than a year out of 
their rainforest habitat. 
They have wonderful 

exceptionally loud haunting calls that Maggie played for us this 
night. I recognised this call immediately as I’m sure others did 
too. If you don’t know this call, google it! One of the great animal 
sounds in nature. Another spectacular lemur species here is the 
Diademed Sifaka which is 
also critically endangered. It 
is large and very colourful, 
and despite its large size, it 
is highly acrobatic, able to 
move through the canopy at 
speeds of up to 30 kilometers 
per hour. Other lemurs that 
Maggie saw at this reserve 
were Gray Mouse Lemur, 
Red-bellied Lemur and Gray 
Bamboo Lemur. Maggie 
added some interesting 
birds here too, including a 
Collared Nightjar on a nest 
(an apparently silent species), 

a Madagascar Crested Ibis on a 
nest, a Paradise Flycatcher, and a 
Malachite Kingfisher. 

Dave’s photos were very good and 
there were plenty of them. And 
Maggie was well organized and 
gave a very informative, smooth 
flowing talk. Her last words were 
rather sobering and were in a vein 

that many of us knew rather well. Even a species like the Ring-tailed 
Lemur that we thought was common enough, has declined by 95% 
since 2000. It is now endangered. Of the 100+ species and subspecies 
of lemurs, 24 are critically endangered, 49 are endangered and almost 
all the rest are considered vulnerable. The lemurs need the forest 

to survive and as mentioned earlier, 
85% of it is gone and the rest is being 
impacted. The International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature considers 
lemurs to be the most endangered 
taxonomic group of vertebrates on 
earth, with 90% of all species facing 
extinction in the next 20 years. These 
are difficult facts to listen to but facts 
we cannot ignore, for although we 

think there is nothing we can do about the plight of lemurs, we can 
get involved in their conservation. For example, the Durrell Wildlife 
Conservation Trust, based on the island of Jersey, is heavily involved 

in Madagascar. Maggie and Dave have been strong supporters of 
this organization for several years. From the Durrell website: "We 
empower the local population to lead the protection of their local 
environment and the species that they share it with. We know this 
approach can work, but this is a long road to take. We need more 
patrols, to cover more ground to protect more species, but this comes 
at a cost and we need your help. Please be assured that whatever 
you give to Durrell’s Madagascar appeal will go a long way and the 
money you donate will make a huge difference". 

We can make a difference. We just have to avoid feeling powerless 
and becoming despondent. Thank you, Maggie (and Dave), for this 
very informative and interesting night. I learned a lot.
All photographs by David Sims.

(continued from page 212)

Verraux's Sifaka at Zombitse N.P.

Giant Cou at Zombitse N.P.

A very old Baobab Tree in the Spiny 
Forest.

Chabert's Vanga at the Spiny 
Forest.

Indri at Andasibe N.P.

Malachite Kingfisher (R) and Madagascar Collared Nightjar at Andasibe N.P.

Fun Filled Weekend for Young Nature Lovers 
You Could Be Sponsored for the Ontario Nature Youth Summit 
Ontario Nature’s Youth Summit for Biodiversity allows 
participants to develop an understanding of environmental issues 
and gain the inspiration and tools to take action and leadership 
in their communities and beyond. The weekend-long event 
includes guest speakers, workshops and outdoor activities that 
appeal to a wide variety of environmental interests. This year’s 
summit is Sept. 21-23, 2018 at the YMCA Geneva Park in Orillia. 
The HNC will sponsor two young high schoolers. The Club will 
pay the youth’s $350 cost for participation, including workshops, 
accommodations and meals. The youth or their family will only 
be responsible for their transportation to Orillia. There will be a 
free round trip charter bus available from a central location in 
Toronto. Go to www.ontarionature.org and type “youth summit” 
for more info. To apply, please send a letter or e-mail to HNC 
Treasurer, Jim Stollard giving your name, address, high school 
grade, age, phone # and e-mail. Also give a short list of your 
interests in nature and the environment (75 words max.). Letters 
to HNC Treasurer at P.O. Box 89052, Hamilton L8S 4R5 and 
e-mails to jjstollard@sympatico.ca. The deadline is 30 May. All 
applicants will be notified in early June.
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