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Short Hills Nature Sanctuary
Overview
The Short Hills Nature Sanctuary is located on the
Niagara Peninsula within the Fonthill Kame Morraine,
a unique landscape consisting of glacial sands and
silts dissected by Twelve Mile Creek and its
tributaries. Between the nature sanctuary’s forested
hills are riparian wetlands and the headwaters of
Effingham Creek, a coldwater tributary of Twelve Mile
Creek. The site contains a rare example of old growth
Carolinian forest known as the “Valley of the Big
Trees” which includes huge Tulip, Oak and Beech
trees. The sanctuary provides habitat for several
species at risk including the Cucumber Tree, Broad
Beech Fern, Hooded Warbler, Cerulean Warbler and
Southern Flying Squirrel.
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History
The original 23 acres was purchased by the HNC as a
Nature Sanctuary in 1967, soon after, footpaths were
established through parts of the sanctuary to
facilitate nature study. With donated funds and
support under the Province of Ontario’s Niagara
Escarpment Program, the HNC was able to enlarge
the nature sanctuary in 1999 through the purchase of
an additional 19 acres from the Upper family.
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Ecology and Highlights
The Short Hills Nature Sanctuary makes up almost half of
the North Pelham Valley Area of Natural and Scientific
Interest, a provincially significant earth and life science
ANSI. From an earth science perspective the site is
significant for its representation of Fonthill Kame
features as well as the location of the site in the upper
reaches of the physiologically significant Twelve Mile
Creek glacial re-entrant valley. The sanctuary’s location
at the headwaters of Effingham Creek, a cold water
stream, and the many seeps and associated wetland
areas present make it hydrologically significant. It is
noteworthy for its high concentration of significant
plants and animals and the diversity of vegetation
communities, including Carolinian and northern
elements within a relatively small area.

FACTSHEET

Short Hills Nature Sanctuary
Directions and Access
From Hamilton: Take the QEW Niagara to exit 57.
Turn right on Marina Blvd and left on Victoria Ave.
Turn left again on Metler Rd. and left on Centre St.
Sanctuary trails are nestled on the right.
Please Note:
•Access to the sanctuary is by permission. All HNC
members have permission to enter. Others are
invited to contact the HNC Sanctuary Director for
permission.
•Parking is available on the west side of Centre Road,
south of Metler.
•Motorized vehicles, bicycles and horses are not
permitted, nor is hunting, fishing or the removal of
any natural materials form the site.
•Dogs are permitted only if on leash and all users
must stay on the marked trails.

The Head-of-the-Lake Land Trust (HLT) is a volunteer-driven program of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club (HNC) that is
dedicated to the permanent protection of lands in Hamilton, Burlington and surrounding area. The HNC is a volunteerbased, charitable organization with almost 700 members that has been protecting nature and promoting public
awareness and appreciation of the natural environment since 1919. For more information visit:
www.headofthelakelandtrust.org, or contact land@hamiltonnature.org or 905-381-0329.

