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Painted Skimmer in Hendrie Valley, 21 May 2019 - photo Marlene Legge. This immigrant dragonfly 
has been noted at several sites in southern Ontario this past spring. 
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Editor’s notes…… 

I everyone. I hope you are enjoying this "coolish" summer. I myself love it although it is more than a bit warm 
as I write this. I first want to give a big thanks to Paul Riss who originated the Hammer Birder t-shirts that 
many of you ordered and are wearing. There was a profit of $900.00 on the shirts which Paul has generously 
donated to the HNC. That is a lot of money that our Club can use for conservation. Way to go Paul!

I’m pleased to announce that we have a new Publicity Director!  Andrea MacLeod comes to us with a wealth 
of experience in publicity, fundraising, writing, AND enthusiasm for nature! Welcome aboard Andrea!

A couple of things to point out. The Anniversary Dinner tickets can be purchased based on the instructions on 
the following page. I am really looking forward to this night. We have long-time members from as far away 
as Haida Gwaii coming to this celebratory night. The HNC Anniversary book now has a title and a cover that 
can be seen on the back page. We are only printing 150 copies so it is limited, but we think that should be 
enough for all who want to purchase one. 

I want to point out some good news; Bruce Mackenzie was appointed to the Board of the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority. This C.A. has been mired in controversy for a long time and has thus been ineffective 
at preserving the environment. Bruce's appointment will help bring it back to one of its core functions: 
conservation! Also, please check out page 33 to see how you can contribute to a very interesting night of 
collaboration with the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra.

There are many interesting articles and fine photographs within this issue. I hope these articles help fill-in 
some of your "down-time" this Summer. Please enjoy yourselves! 

Eastern Phoebe
by June Hitchcox
We residents were having breakfast and  the 
conversation turned to birds with one of our 
group saying that she has seen and heard 
Eastern Phoebes - a Flycatcher, about the 
size of a Sparrow (7" long).  I have never seen 
or read up about this species - so looked it 
up in several of my bird books and found 
that they are fascinating little birds that are 
recognized by their wagging, square-ended tails, being 
quite tame and perching in an alert, upward stance, 
often on a low branch over a stream. They are the 
first Flycatchers to migrate north in Spring, from as 
far away as Mexico, arriving in Canada about the last 
week in March and are the last Flycatchers to migrate 
south again in October.   Wait a minute:  a flycatcher 
in March? There are few if any bugs around then for 
them to eat and maybe even snow!  Answer:  they try 
to survive on berries until bugs are available.  In fact, 
say experts, they eat some berries all year for needed 

vitamins and minerals.  What else helps to identify 

the Eastern Phoebe?  The head is dark;  
bill is all black; no eye ring; no strong-
coloured wing bars on their long wings; 
their underparts are  a rather dingy white.  
They eat insects such as spiders which 
they catch as they fly by.   Sexes are similar.  
Then there is their song which gives them 
their name:  "fee-be" - 20 to 40 times per 

minute, accent on the first syllable; their call, a sharp 
"chip".  They prefer to nest in open farm buildings;  
rocky ledges etc.; so are not seen much in towns.  The 
nest must have an over-hang for a roof- such as a nest 
built under a bridge - to keep out the weather.  A man-
made bird house must have an  open, 7" square floor 
with  a low, wooden "fence' around it for the safety of 
the cupped-shaped nest of mud and grass and later, 
the young birds - plus a good sheltering roof held up 
by just one wall. Nests have been seen well north of  
North Bay.
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100th Anniversary Dinner Tickets Now Available !!!
“A special anniversary should have a special celebration and when it’s your 
100th anniversary, that celebration should be extra-
special! We are capping our 100th anniversary 
year with a prestigious dinner event at the beautiful 
Liuna Station in downtown Hamilton on Saturday, 
2 November. Michael Runtz, a natural history 
lecturer, writer, photographer, and broadcaster, 
will be our guest speaker. See Debbie Lindeman at 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club and Bird Study Group meetings in September and 
October to purchase your ticket for $75.  You can also purchase tickets on-line at 
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/hamilton-naturalists-club-100th-anniversary-
dinner-tickets-59473703448?aff=ebdssbdestsearch.  Email lindeman@lara.
on.ca if you have any questions." 

HSA Nature Note - Fish Crows Depredate House Sparrows
We watched the remnants of the Calidrid (small) sandpiper migration at Bronte in mid-day (26 May 2019).

As we were back at our car we noticed two crows flying purposefully in from the east. They circled the harbour 
restaurant and flew up to the former Cliff Swallow nests under the eaves of this building.

Running back to the spot we were within hearing and confirmed our strong suspicion that this was a pair of 
Fish Crows. They immediately set upon hanging from the walls-ceiling and tearing apart the nests with their 
bills. The hubbub of House Sparrows left no doubt that they were seeking  young from several of these old 
swallow nests. In fact, one flew off with a young House Sparrow in its bill. The other poked into another nest 
and, finding nothing, flew off after its mate.

The American ornithologist Charles Bendire is cited in Life Histories of North American Jays, Crows and 
Titmice (A. C. Bent Dover reprint  (1964) of original published in 1946) as follows: Bendire (1895) states that 
on the Smithsonian Grounds in Washington (Fish Crows) have been noticed repeatedly carrying off and eating 
the young of the English Sparrows.

Bob Curry and Glenda Slessor
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Introducing the Hamilton Bioacoustics Research Project
by Rob Porter

Bioacoustics, defined as the study of sound production, 
dispersion, and reception in living things, has had a sudden 

explosion of interest in recent years. This is in no small part due 
to the affordability of electronics and the advances that digital 
technology has brought.

In late 2018, the board of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club (HNC) 
agreed to my proposal to allocate some seed funding from 
our under-utilized research budget for a pilot project using 
autonomous recording hardware. Dubbed the “Swift”, the device 
was designed and developed by Cornell University’s Lab of 
Ornithology for their Bioacoustics Research Program .

We have now had our new “Swift” recording unit running 
almost non-stop since December 1, 2018, on tour through our 
sanctuaries and sites where the HNC has partnered programs 
such as Grimsby Wetlands and McMaster Forest.

The beginnings of the project

For several months I had already been developing an automated 
field recorder using mini-computers -- small enough to fit in a 
field kit easily -- combined with a high quality but very small 
microphone. Dubbed the “Catbird” this small device comprised 
of a Raspberry Pi Zero and an Edutige ETM-001 omnidirectional 
microphone. I tested this device during bird breeding season 
(July/August) at various sites in the Bruce Peninsula and around 
the Hamilton Study Area.

The device worked well, but could only run a few hours and was 
not weatherproofed. Due to this, the Catbird has not yet been 
used for nocturnal monitoring.

When I came across information about Cornell’s Swift, this 
looked to be an excellent opportunity to quickly leap ahead in 
great strides: the Swift can run for weeks, is weatherproof, and 
has already been put through rigorous testing at field sites around 
the globe.

At first I thought to defer the proposal to acquire the device until 
the time leading up to the next bird breeding season -- some time 
around the spring of 2019 -- but then I quickly came to recall that 
not all birds adhere to the common breeding season. There are 
winter-breeding bird species in the Hamilton Study Area that can 
certainly be detected acoustically that we do not have a wealth of 
data on owls.

“Winter Owls Survey 1”
Formally starting our first bioacoustics survey in the winter 
actually gives a number of advantages. First and foremost, there 
are fewer species of any kind to detect, making the initial flood 
of data manageable by a single person. Diurnal bird species are 
active but not singing constantly, insects are not making any 

sounds, nor are bats, leaving a handful 
of mammal species as the only other 
creatures that can be expected to be 
recorded.

The term “owl survey” is somewhat 
limiting however. It’s more accurate to 
say that while the specific sites selected at each study location 
are determined based on the probability of recording owl species, 
the Swift does no differentiation whatsoever about what it 
records: it is recording constantly, 24/7. This will be the case for 
each phase of this project -- every survey might be named for the 
target species, and are nearly guaranteed to acquire a wealth of 
data beyond those targets.

In the first trial week at McMaster Forest, three species of owl 
were detected: Great Horned Owl, Eastern Screech-Owl, and 
Long-eared Owl. For myself, the Swift had immediately proven its 
worth: in five years of surveying the property by foot, I had never 
encountered a Long-eared Owl there; here was one recorded 
calling within a few days of setting up the recorder.

Subsequently, I have yet to deploy the Swift to a site where it did 
not record owls.

This first full tour of the HNC sanctuaries will be complete 
around the beginning of March 2019, to be followed by a “Spring 
Wetlands Survey” that will target migratory birds and marsh 
amphibians.

Reviewing the data
Scouring the data produced for species observations is not as 
time-consuming as one might think. Certainly, had a study such 
as this been started in a previous era, 24 hours of recordings 
would take 24 hours of listening, not accounting for rewinds to 
listen again to identify something quiet, and without accounting 
for additional time spent in peer review of noted identifications.
Thankfully there are free and open-source computer applications 

Rob Porter.
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that can near-instantly generate visual spectrograms of digital 
recordings. Once a reviewer gets well-acquainted with the 
application, scanning of a single Swift audio file (typically 40 
minutes long) can take as little as a minute to scan if there is 
nothing of note, or up to a few minutes if it is full of activity.

With this first glut of data--already over 1000 hours of recordings 
as of the time of writing--I have been able to devise a fairly 
simple method of reviewing and labelling observations with 
identifications (or flagged for follow-up for those that are not 
recognizable) and have adapted an online database system I 
had previously developed for another project to store these 
observations. It is no more complex than selecting the area around 
a spectrogram, followed by inputting a note of identification.

Lend us your ears, eyes

Even with the limited number of species active in the winter, it 
is difficult for a single individual to keep up with the number 
of recordings. So far I have been able to cover up to about 30% 
of each location’s recordings, which I have done to get at least 
a rough sense of what is present at each site. There are many 
left to cover however, and we need volunteers who have some 

experience identifying species of all kinds by ear. It does not 
take long to learn to transform that aural knowledge to visual 
knowledge in spectrogram form.

Further uses of recordings
Thanks to the generous online hosting of the Internet Archive 
https://archive.org/ our recordings will be preserved online in 
their entirety. It has been my goal to ensure these recordings 
would not vanish after being reviewed, in case novel uses could 

emerge in the future.

Other persons or organizations could use the recordings for 
deeper research of bioacoustics, or to study noise pollution, or 
as even part of creative works. For this reason we have uploaded 
these recordings with a Creative Commons license. The only 
major stipulation of use this license has is that the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club is attributed as the source of the recordings.
Future survey targets

In 2019 we plan to have surveys which focus on amphibians, 
migratory birds, breeding birds, insects, and bats with the club’s 
sanctuaries and study sites. For non-avian species we are certainly 
in need of persons able to assist with identification, and are very 
open to additional suggestions for use of the Swift recorder.

Contact Rob Porter, rob@inpictures.ca or visit http://
hamiltonnature.org/bioacoustics/ for more information, 
including links to some interesting species recordings we have 
collected and uploaded to iNaturalist and eBird.

N.B. This is not the first bioacoustics project of the Hamilton 
Naturalists. I recommend reading “Bird Songs and Their 
Representation in a Visible Form”, by W. E. Benner, found in the 
Wood Duck Vol. 8, No. 9 in May 1955, which can be accessed 
online: https://archive.org/details/wood-duck-8

Giant Leopard Moth at Pleasant View, Dundas - 21 June 2019 - photo 
Peter Hurrell. An uncommon moth in the Hamilton Study Area.
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Larks Earth to Table Farm Birding Outing Monday, June 17 
by Elaine Serena

It was the perfect fresh sunny morning to hike around the fields 
at Earth to Table farm with Chris Bocz on Monday morning. 

Our Larks group gathered in the parking lot by the barn and we 
were very pleased that several new members could come with 
us again: Christa, Sara, Jane, and Debbie Garbe. We were also 
delighted that Daphne Payne was able to come today, and Shena 
Chisholm, Joyce, Marion Fletcher, Joan Styan, Anne Pennington, 
Bron Tregunno, Joan Wallace, Joan Kotanen, and Joan Shewchun.

Chris started our tour in the barn where Barn Swallows were 
swooping in and out of the open doors to several nests tucked 
up against the rafters...then out to hike a path through the fields, 
carefully avoiding a Killdeer standing by her " nest "...a depression 
in the gravel with four beautiful speckled eggs. Soon Chris 
pointed out a couple of Bobolinks in the distance and through the 
morning we saw several more, either perched on a lookout stick 
or flying over the fields, giving great views of their spectacular 
black and white plumage and buffy back of the head. The path 
petered out eventually, and we continued hiking through long 
grass and spotting more birds, wildflowers and butterflies.

As we were leaving, some of us expressed interest in the extensive 
bedding plants that were being prepared for sale or the restaurant, 

whereupon Chris presented us with a sturdy 
small tomato plant to take home. We were 
delighted, of course, and I wasted no time in 
potting mine up at home, looking forward to 
fresh tomatoes later in the summer.

Many thanks to Chris Bocz (son of members Terri & Tibor Bocz). 
for the special Bobolink outing and birding hike through the 
fields.

Here is the bird: 
Bobolink
Killdeer
Savannah Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Barn Swallow 
American Robin
Bald Eagle
Common Yellowthroat
Yellow Warbler
Eastern Kingbird
Great Blue Heron
American Crow
Red tailed Hawk

Also seen were Red Admiral and Monarch butterflies.

Elaine Serena.

Larks birding at Earth to Table Farm, 17 June 2019 - photo Bron 
Tregunno.

Killdeer at nest at Earth to Table Farm, 17 June 2019 - 
photo Debbie Garbe.

Bobolink, male, carrying food to young 
at Earth to Table Farm, 17 June 2019 - 

photo Debbie Garbe.

Larks outing at Earth to Table Farm, 17 June 2019 - photo Bron Tregunno.
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Bad Drama of Reforestation and Conservation Cuts Show 
Historical Amnesia
by Dr John Bacher

Last week while boating through flood waters Ontario 
Premier Doug Ford announced two cuts to programs that 

were helping to prevent such disasters being more catastrophic 
and widespread. At the same time he axed two complimentary 
if underfunded provincial programs that were controlling flood 
risks, made worse by climate change impacts which are increasing 
precipitation in southern Ontario in the winter and spring 
periods. Such programs to reduce flooding risks are needed more 
than ever before since there is a bigger tide of rain and snow 
melt which needs to be soaked up by forests, many of which are 
wooded wetlands. 

Ford axed the program launched in 2008 the Fifty Million Tree 
Program. It was about half way through its target and cost $4.7 
million annually He also announced that provincial funding for 
Conservation Authorities now a thin $7.4 million a year would be 
cut in half. Much of this funding assisted flood control programs, 
including reforestation. 

The pennies for trees and flood control cut by Ford of $12.1 
million is especially galling in view of the small amounts of money 
involved in comparison with the catastrophic damages posed by 
to climate change to the province. It also illustrates the historical 
amnesia as to why these programs were developed, going back 
to the first provincial tree nursery at the Ontario Agricultural 
College (OAC) (now University of Guelph). Operated by the 
dedicated graduate forestry student Edmund Zavitz as a summer 
job it grew its first tree in 1904. The need for reforestation was 
especially vivid at OAC at that time since the campus had been 
cut off from the world for a few days by turbulent floods which 
broke mill dams and damaged factories.

The reason for the massive floods 
that ravaged Guelph and much of 
southern Ontario during the first 
half of the 20th century was a rock 
bottom level of forest cover of about 
nine per cent. (many watersheds 
such as the Thames, the Grand and 
the Ganaraska were worse at four 
per cent) The denuding included 
some of the most critical areas to 
absorb precipitation surges such as 
former swamp forested wetlands 
along streams. The remaining 
woodlands were composed of 
sickly scarred trees which could not 
regenerate as roaming livestock ate 

young saplings. 

With the help of an OAC 
Alumni activist who became an 
Ontario Premier Ernest Charles 
(E.C.) Drury, Zavitz dedicated 
his life in the public service (he 
died in 1968) to the cause of 
reforestation and conservation. 
Despite massive tree planting 
however, despite decades of 
leadership roles including being 
Deputy Minister of Forests, 
Zavitz could not accomplish 
very much since his reforestation 
efforts were simply only able to 
hold on to the tiny five per cent of southern Ontario’ landscape 
covered by forests. 

For decades the new forests he was able to place on the landscape 
simply replaced the huge areas that farmers were continuing to 
burn out through land clearance. The situation was made worse 
when the newly elected Liberal government of Mitchell Hepburn 
in 1933 embarked on a wave of firings of foresters and budget 
cuts for tree planting and fire control. These moves were based on 
simplistic populist rhetoric that exalted uneducated lumberjacks 
over university trained foresters.

What caused public opinion to 
change in support of Zavitz’s 
policies was an ecological 
disaster the Great Thames River 
Flood of 1937. Most dramatically 
this disaster put about a fifth of 
the City of London underwater. 
In response to the disaster 
Drury lamented how, “In our 
own time. The Grand and the 
Thames Rivers through no other 
reason that the over clearing of 
their watersheds…have become 
serious menaces, at one time 
being the source of destructive 
floods, at another time having 
so little water that they become polluted or stagnant.” A former 
student of Zavitz from the OAC Watson Porter wrote that, 
“Something must be wrong when farmers are obliged to draw 
water in the summer and must be rescued from their upstairs 
windows in the winter.” 

The inundation of London was simply the most catastrophic of 
the flooding disasters that hit many Ontario cities with regularity 

Dr. John Bacher from 
peninsulafieldnats.com.

Edmund Zavitz

Ernest Charles (E.C.) Drury
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in the great depression. Port Hope in the stripped bare Ganaraska 
had its downtown core inundated with flood waters every two 
years. The stripping of its watershed’s forests had become so 
severe that its headwaters in the Oak Ridges Moraine, like much 
farmland in the province had been reduced to dangerously shifting 
sand dunes. Brampton was routinely hit by similar devastation 
from Etobicoke Creek, originating in the then deforested Niagara 

Escarpment. (now restored) 

Porter, Zavitz and Drury developed a effective political campaign 
that in response to the great floods of the depression. The most 
creative of their colleagues was one of the foresters fired by 
Hepburn’s hatchet man, Frederick Noad. He was Al Barnes who 
nurtured a veterans’ group Men of the Trees. Barnes organized 
spectacular parades up to 60,000 veterans in prominent places 
such as Toronto’ Coronation Park.

Barnes’ well orchestrated political savvy campaigns led to two 
major reforms in 1946. One was the passage of the Trees Act. This 
for the first time gave municipal councils the powers to restrict 
tree cutting on private land. The other was the Conservation 
Authorities Act. This created watershed based authorities with 
the objectives of reducing flood damage by increasing forest 
cover. One of the most successful was the Ganaraska Authority, 
It increased its watershed forest cover from five to fifty per cent. 
This massive reforestation put Port Hope’s flooding woes into the 
history books. 

In popular memory Hurricane Hazel of 1954 is often associated 
with the birth of Conservation Authorities. In reality Hazel simply 
gave the authorities a needed boost. The passage of the 1946 
reforms had already reduced the magnitude of Hazel’s carnage. 
This would have been in the thousands had not a bypass channel 
around Brampton been constructed in time by the Etobicoke 
Creek Conservation Authority. (one of the first created in the 
province and now part of the Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority). 

One of the reasons Zavitz’s programs became so effective in 
this period was that two of the most powerful politicians in the 
province: Premier John Robarts and his Treasurer, John White 
lived through as adolescents in London the Thames Flood of 

1937. From this experience they understood how reforestation 
and conservation could prevent flooding disasters. From the 
funds they poured into reforestation and conservation forest 
cover increased in southern Ontario from 9.7 per cent to 25.2% 
in 1963. 

While across southern Ontario there is still around 26 per 
cent forest cover in some watersheds it is still as low as the five 
percent that triggered flooding disasters in the past. The Fifty 
Million Trees Program launched in 2008 was far below the level 
of reforestation that was being mobilized when the network 
of provincial nurseries launched by Zavitz was terminated by 
Premier Bob Rae in 1993. The need to increase forest cover now 
is greater become of climate change precipitation in southern 
Ontario is increasingly concentrated in the winter making spring 
flooding dangers worse. 

Rae’s demise should be warning to Ford. His party sank to depths 
in 1995 after slashing funding for conservation authorities and 
reforestation. Hopefully Ford will lose his historical amnesia and 
appreciate why Ontario cities have been spared the devastation 
at least of the more deforested regions around Montreal, which 
never faced up to its loss of trees and forests, lacking such 
champions of conservation as Drury and Zavitz. 

John Bacher’s biography of Edmund Zavitz, “Two Billion Trees 
and County: The Legacy of Edmund Zavitz” explains the history 
of reforestation and conservation programs in Ontario.” ( 
Dundurn Press, 2011)

Flooding on Thames River, London, 1937.
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Is Interest in the Natural World Waning? 
by George Naylor

I’ve read with trepidation the postings about the potential 
demise of the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch. (NPH) I’ve been 

a member and participant in the NPH since its inception in its 
current form, the brain-child of the late Bruce Duncan. I’ve been 
a volunteer counter virtually every year, and this year with my 
friend Rob Waldhuber, we counted for four days this spring. 
I’ve been a participant in every wildlife census the Hamilton 
Naturalists Club (HNC) is involved with; the Fall Bird Count, 
the Hamilton Christmas Bird Count,. the Peach Tree Christmas 
Bird Count, and the summer Butterfly census. Lastly, for over 
twenty-five years until recently, I was the HNC coordinator of the 
Lake Ontario Midwinter Waterfowl Census held in early January, 
better known as the Duck Count. 

I’m a firm believer in the value of this type of involvement, and 
appreciate better than most the work it takes to organize and 
coordinate one of these counts. I completely understand the desire 
by the long-serving volunteers of the NPH to pass the torch to 
others, to keep this important work alive. There is one thing that 
sets the NPH apart from all other wildlife counts; the Hawkwatch 
requires a constant, seven-days-a-week effort for ten weeks, from 
March 1st until May 15th! That’s a job! My undying appreciation 
goes to the people who have done it. All are long term volunteers, 
and some have been active since the NPH’s founding. 

I woke up early on a spring morning, and was thinking about the 
Hawkwatch and its potential demise. I’m aware of the valuable data 
it has accumulated monitoring raptor populations in Ontario and 
how the NPH’s raptor data has contributed to the continent- wide 
raptor information database compiled by the Hawk Migration 
Association of North America (HMANA). I was bemoaning the 
loss of this valuable data provided by the NPH, and disturbed that 
previous calls for help, and the injection of some new, younger 
blood into the Hawkwatch had gone unheeded. Then a thought 
struck me; perhaps this is not an isolated circumstance, but 
evidence of a larger and deeply disturbing trend. The question 
arose; where are the newer and younger naturalists going to come 
from to replace our generation? Is interest in the natural world 
waning? 

I thought next about the Robert Curry Trophy, formerly the Ross 
Thompson Trophy, presented annually by the HNC to a young 
birder under 18, who sees the largest number of bird species in 
the Hamilton Study Area in a calendar year. It is one of the ways 
that the HNC uses to introduce youth into the joys of birding, 
and to cultivate an interest in nature. I knew that for the first time 
in its history, this trophy had went unclaimed for two years, and I 
was fearful that it would go unclaimed for a third. I’m relieved that 
there was a winner for 2018, an enterprising young birder named 
William Olenek, but the question remained; is this generation 
losing interest in nature? 

Later that day with the Hawkwatch 
issue still on my mind, I emailed 
Bruce Mackenzie, moderator and 
speaker for the Bird Study Group. 
(BSG) I asked Bruce if anyone was 
planning to talk at the upcoming 
BSG meeting about the crisis facing 
the Hawkwatch? Bruce, a long-time 
hawk enthusiast himself, replied that 
Sandy Darling, a senior member of 
the NPH executive was planning 
on speaking, but if I was interested in talking after Sandy and 
offering my perspective, I was welcome. I knew that Sandy’s talk 
would likely be about the nuts-and-bolts needs and concerns of 
the NPH, so I thought I could be helpful in talking about some 
broader social issues that might be affecting interest in natural 
history, especially among young people. 

Sandy informed the BSG that the NPH was cutting back on some 
of its activities. There would be no Open House, held for years on 
Good Friday at the site of the hawkwatch, Beamer Conservation 
Area, on the edge of the Niagara Escarpment in Grimsby. Good 
Friday. There would also be no Hawk Watch Annual Banquet, 
but the NPH executive was going to complete the migration data 
collection, for 2019, at least! At the BSG meeting, I also found out 
that there was one nominee for the 2018 Bob Curry Trophy, so at 
least two small pieces of good news. 

When it was my turn to speak, I repeated much of the comment 
that precedes in this article, but I also spoke of my concerns 
about my feared indifference of the young toward an interest 
in the natural world. I shared my concern about the effect of 
computers and cell phone technology on our youth, and how it 
may be diverting their interest. I fear that these seemingly random 
problems may be connected. 

I think it is useful to examine my own family experience to gain 
some perspective. From a young age, I was always interested in 
nature, and loved being outdoors. I didn’t get bit by the “Birding 
Bug” until my early 40’s when my two children were teenagers. 
That happy accident changed my life. My kids were heavily 
involved in sports and their expanding social lives, so I was 
not able to transmit my enthusiasm. Today, my son has a mild 
interest, my daughter, none. I’ve tried to kindle an interest in my 
grandchildren, but they are teenagers now as well, and prisoners 
of the “Texting - Tweeting” world. 

When I was young, my curiosity wasn’t influenced by much 
other than my own eyes and brain. We didn’t own a TV until I 
was twelve, so other than for my love of sports, my mind was 
free to go in original and unstructured directions. I was a very 
inquisitive and inventive kid, and I believe I remain very much so 

George Naylor at 
Point Pelee.
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today. There’s still so much incredible world to see, and new and 
original ideas to think, that I don’t have a compelling need for this 
new technology. I can “Google” with the best of them, when I’m 
seeking new information. I’m aware this can be generational, but 
what makes it different for me is, these devices are tools not toys! 
They serve me, - I don’t serve them. I’m not sure this is the case 
with today’s young. I’ve seen in my own family, a parent handing a 
young child a cell phone to quiet them down. I’ve taken to calling 
it the “Electronic Pacifier!” 

If we’re not careful, and offer good alternatives for our young, I fear 
that their originality and creativity may be stifled. Limit curiosity 
and inventiveness, and you have a being that depends on their 
direction from an external source. I’ve read articles and heard 
interviews by social scientists who express a concern that we may 
be in the act of subtly altering the course of human development 
with our use of computers, cellphones and social media. Some 
believe we’re about ten years away from a definite conclusion. 
Google, Twitter and Facebook may have taken over forming the 
world’s opinions. It’s true that every view of something that is 
publicly aired is just an opinion. We need to retain the ability to at 
least search out informed opinion, before making up our minds. 
Admittedly this is an alarmist statement, but I read somewhere 
that, “Mark Zuckerberg and Donald Trump are two blades on 
the same pair of scissors; busy - busy, cutting up the truth. These 
views may seem doomsday, but there’s a lot at stake! 

We need to do a better job of lighting the fire of appreciation for 

the outdoors, and pass on our love for the natural world to today’s 
youth. Encourage everyone to exercise the process of independent 
thought, and when lacking information, do some honest and 
balanced research, before reaching a conclusion. Lastly, when a 
conclusion is reached; act on it! Life is not a spectator sport. If 
we don’t act with knowledge and conscience, the inevitable result 
is having a US Senator stand up in Congress holding a snowball, 
and using it as proof that Global Warming is Fake News - and 
have a significant percentage of people accept that view.

How can you argue what you don’t know?

The tower at the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch, 8 April 2019 - 
photo Gerry Wright.

Rapids Clubtail, male at Gilkison Flats, Brantford - 20 June 2019 - 
photo Norm MacLeod. " I'm used to finding this uncommon species 
[endangered actually!] along the Nith in Oxford County but this very 
teneral (wings still in the up position) male was along the Grand in 

Gilkison flats right in Brantford. Bill Lamond has had them along the 
Grand before I believe."

Rusty Snaketail, male - 9 June 2019 - Hardy Rd, Brantford - photo 
Bill Lamond. 
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H N C  H i k e  R e p o r t

Wednesday Evening Walk at Grimsby Wetlands - 19 June 2019
by Bruce Mackenzie

You may have missed the Wednesday hike to the Grimsby 
Wetlands on 19 June 2019.

We had a group of about 20 people out, some were brand new to 
the Wednesday Night Hike experience. Thanks to Facebook we 
even got some of the neighbours in the new housing across the 
street to join us.

This will be a short note for I hope to have an more complete article 
updating HNC members about what is happening at the Wetlands 
in a future Wood Duck. I want to get a couple of more projects 
completed this July before doing so. I wanted to get them done in 
the spring but it has been too wet. Oh well, it is a wetland eh!

We had great walk through the property and got some new 
species. Gray Treefrogs were singing and so was a Bullfrog which 
Carolyn Buck photographed. These are significant new species to 
be recorded for the area. 

Suffice it to say the water levels in the lagoons and the other 
wetlands are still high and with the continued rains they will 
remain high for sometime.  Plant life is lush.

 

Ticks are easily found here. Oh, what a 
surprise!

We also came across too many Wild 
Parsnips growing alongside the trail. 
I am sure that this plant was on 
the property before as it is not that 
uncommon but this year it is just a little 
too close to the trails. Wild Parsnip, if one comes into contact 
with the sap of the plant, can cause a serious skin problems; 
blisters and worse when exposed to sunlight. Be safe, learn what 
it looks like and don't touch it. Treat it like Poison Ivy. It is related 
to Giant Hogweed but smaller with yellow flowers but still up to 
1.5 metre high. Check with this link for more information. http://
www.weedinfo.ca/en/weed-index/view/id/PAVSA

It is getting kind of interesting. 
Managers of natural areas 
have always asked visitors to 
stay on trails to protect the 
plant life and sensitive ground 
life. These days between ticks 
and plants toxic to the touch, 
nature is really expanding on 
the message.

Addendum
I had the opportunity of giving a presentation to the Grimsby 
Forty group of the Niagara Community Foundation. They had 
selected three local charities to compete for a $1,500 grant. We 
were competing against Dog Guides and Habitat for Humanity. 
Each presenter was given 10 minutes to give a "show and tell." 
After the presentations the donors voted on which charity 
should get 1st prize. We won the vote.
 
The other two groups will receive grants of $750.00 each. 

So it was a great night for I knew that we would be receiving at 
least $750.00. The evening was rewarding in more ways than just 
the money. We will be using the money for turtle nesting sites and 
pollinator plantings.

Another highlight for 100th !

Bruce Mackenzie 
10 Jan 2012 

Hamiltontoncommunity 
news.com.

Bruce Mackenzie discussing the Grimsby Wetlands, 19 June 2019 - 
photo Bron Tregunno.

The lush wetland at the Grimsby Wetlands, 19 June 2019 - photo 
Bron Tregunno.

Bullfrog at Grimsby Wetlands - a 
significant new species for the area 
- 19 June 2019 - photo Carolyn Buck.
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Twelve Mile Creek Landowner Stewardship Program Launched 
by Gord McNulty

An impressive collaborative effort is under way to restore the 
headwaters of a highly valued coldwater stream that dissects 

the HNC Short Hills Nature Sanctuary. 

It was a pleasure for Angie and I to represent the HNC at the 
launch of Healthy Twelve Mile Creek, a landowner stewardship 
program, at Fonthill in May. The focus on Twelve Mile Creek, 
topic of previous articles in the Wood Duck in 2018 and 2016, is 
well-deserved because of its potential to inspire similar watershed 
and aquatic habitat projects in southern Ontario.

The Niagara Chapter of Trout Unlimited Canada (TUC) hosted 
the gathering of TUC volunteers, landowners, provincial and 
municipal politicians and supporters to kick-start the program.  
A $75,000 seed grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation 
enabled TUC Niagara to begin eco-restoration stream work and 
initiate the stewardship plan.  

Seven years ago, TUC Niagara resolved to restore a stream that’s 
the only place in Niagara capable of sustaining a population of 
Brook Trout, the most fragile species in the trout family.  

Twelve Mile Creek has a unique and diverse watershed that 
passes through some of the most unspoiled and natural habitat in 
Niagara (see next page). The upper watershed is home to several 
rare and endangered species of birds, including the Hooded 
Warbler and Acadian Flycatcher. 

The headwaters, however, have been degraded by a changing 
landscape exemplified by erosion and runoff, deforestation and 
urbanization, stream alterations such as hardened banks and 
dredging and rising water temperatures associated with climate 
change.

Dennis Edell, Chair of Niagara Chapter TUC, told the gathering 
that Twelve Mile Creek has lost its balance and “runs like 
chocolate milk after most storms these days.

“Too much water is flowing too quickly in the stream channel, 
eroding the stream bed and banks. This is not good for anything 
that lives in the creek or for landowners who live near it.”

Restoring the stream after years of poor watershed management 
is complicated in that more than 80 per cent of the headwaters 
are in private hands.  That underlines the value of a partnership 
which engages landowners in working with TUC, the newly 
revitalized Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority, Niagara 
College and other supporters.

Property owners who opt in will have the section of their land 
that meets the creek assessed and a restoration strategy will be 
suggested.  Measures to improve the aquatic health of the stream 

could include selected plantings in the 
riparian zone (six to 10 feet along the 
stream bank) to provide shade that will 
cool the water.  Other measures may 
stabilize banks and protect properties 
from erosion.

A 68-page, well-illustrated Landowner Stewardship Guide 
prepared by the NPCA is an excellent handbook that should 
motivate anyone concerned about the stream to get involved.  
Speaking at the launch, Alex Meeker, TUC provincial biologist, 
said the project will use a science-based approach when 
determining potential mitigation effects.  She added that 
anything less is simply “stream jewelry” that won’t survive the 
rigours of creek flow.

The partners will also emphasize a holistic approach, studying 
how any particular problem area interacts with the rest of the 
watershed, and the root causes of the problems. 

Alex compared the challenge to removing a blockage from an 
artery, in which a full recovery depends on factors like diet and 
exercise. 

On behalf of the HNC, I thank Alex for assisting Kent Rundle 
of Conservation Halton in hosting an outing at Courtcliffe Park 
in Carlisle on June 2 to view the “Brookies in Bronte Forever!” 
stream rehabilitation and landowner outreach project during 
the Ontario Nature Annual Gathering in Hamilton.  Participants 
really enjoyed the field trip.  

The Trillium funding for Twelve Mile Creek also enabled the 
hiring of Megan Lalli of TUC Niagara Chapter to co-ordinate 
the project. If the pilot is successful, Trout Unlimited will apply 
to Trillium for a larger grant to facilitate engagement with more 
landowners. 

Well attended by interested landowners and politicians 
who expressed firm support for the project, the launch was 
highly encouraging.  Everyone left with positive vibes and an 
appreciation of what can be done to restore the health of Twelve 
Mile Creek.  The sentiment was unanimous: let’s get moving! 
For more information, contact Megan Lalli at info@
healthytwelvemilecreek.ca or www.healthytwelvemilecreek.ca 
and also check out the TUC Niagara Facebook posts.  

Gord McNulty.
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The Twelve Mile Creek Watershed.  The creek starts as a tiny, spring-fed trickle, flowing north towards Lake Ontario.
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Larks Birding at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve, 21 June 2019
by Elaine Serena

A big thank you to Peter Thoem for leading this nature hike for 
the Larks on 21 June 2019. It was a perfect sunny day.

This hike included much more than birding, as a chorus of Green 
Frogs greeted us at the entrance gate and Peter told us about the 
history of this special place: it's geological formation over millions 
of years, but also its more recent history as an abandoned quarry 
and favourite swimming hole, then the Hamilton Conservation 
Authority taking it over, filling in most of the quarry, leaving 
various ponds and an alvar-like habitat,which supports some 
very interesting plants, including the rare Lakeside Daisy, which 
was flowering, and also  Hairy Beardtongue. 

Soon Peter and others were spotting birds, of course, and Peter 
told us more about the features and habits of the Eastern Towhee, 
Brown Thrasher, Eastern Kingbird, Field Sparrow, Common 

Yellowthroat and House Wren, and others that were often being 
heard before being seen. 

We hiked around the fen and ponds, then we headed back. After 
we reached our cars, Peter offered a further excursion to climb 
the drumlin at Westover and enjoy the stunning view for miles 
and miles in every direction, and to look for Savannah and other 
sparrows. We certainly took the opportunity to explore this 
new destination, which was certainly spectacular. We did find 
Savannah Sparrows too, and also several Black Swallowtails.

The Larks, with Peter Thoem, at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve - 21 June 2019 - photo Bron Tregunno.

Hairy Beardtongue at Fletcher Creek Ecological Perserve - 21 
June 2019 - photo Bron Tregunno.

Lakeside Daisy at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve - 
15 June 2019 - photo Joanne Redwood.
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Hike at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve - 21 June 2019 - photo Bron Tregunno.

List of Birds: 
Eastern Kingbird
Turkey Vulture
Alder Flycatcher
Red-winged Blackbird
American Robin
Baltimore Oriole
Yellow Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Mourning Dove
Song Sparrow
Eastern Towhee
Brown Thrasher
Gray Catbird
House Wren
Cedar Waxwing
Blue Jay
Double-crested Cormorant 

We also enjoyed the wildflowers and butterflies : 
Red-spotted Purple
Little Wood Satyr
Summer Azure 
Black Swallowtail
Common Ringlet
Birds-foot Trefoil
Black Medic
White Clover
Goatsbeard
Vetch sp.
Oxeye Daisy
Tall Buttercup
Hairy Beardtongue
Wild Chives
Lakeside Daisy
Bladder Campion
Ditch Stonecrop,
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Some Ontario 
Photos by Bonnie 

Kinder

Carolina Saddlebags at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve -21 June 2019 - photo Bonnie Kinder.

Black Saddlebags at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve - 21 June 
2019 - photo Bonnie Kinder.

Great Kiskadee, Rondeau Provincial Park, 11 September, 2018 - photo 
Bonnie Kinder.

Brown Pelican at Jordan Harbour, 23 May, 2019 - photo Bonnie 
Kinder.

Eastern Spiny Softshell, London, 18 September, 2018 - photo 
Bonnie Kinder.
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB

 CENTENARY COMMERATIVE PIN OF A WOOD DUCK 

Virtual Sample  
[Enlarged to show details] 

Actual Size 

This keepsake Memento of the 100th year of the HNC was designed by 

 Barry Cherriere 
$15.00 All profits to the HNC

Limited Quantity                                     Email to have one reserved for you: 
Beth Jefferson   ejefferson@bell.net 

Orders taken in the field by members of the HNC.         Sold at meetings. 
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Celebrating International Day for Biodiversity
Diversity is celebrated on May 22, proclaimed by the United Nations to 
increase the understanding of biodiversity issues, writes Carolyn Zanchetta

Imagine a city rich in biodiversity and remarkable landscape 
variety with healthy, well-connected ecological systems. Imagine 

a community where every person takes pride in the natural beauty 
of our city and values its diversity of life, and where members 
from all sectors and backgrounds participate in stewardship and 
conservation. This vision is within reach when we all appreciate 
and enjoy biodiversity. International Day for Biological Diversity 
is celebrated on May 22, proclaimed by the United Nations to 
increase the understanding of biodiversity issues. Use this day to 
get out and enjoy spring, wandering slowly to take in everything: 
the singing of the birds, the rushing of waterfalls, the wildflowers 
in bloom, and the dappled light through the tree canopy above.

Now that Hamilton has declared a climate emergency, healthy, 
diverse ecosystems and ecological integrity are critical to mitigate 
the effects of climate change. Let's see more native trees, shrubs, 
and wildflowers planted in public areas across the city, creating 
pollinator habitat in every park. Let's inspire Hamiltonians to 
take positive stewardship actions in their communities. Let's 
make sure everyone is aware of and celebrates the huge value 
of biodiversity, intrinsically, environmentally, and especially 
financially, recognizing the economic worth of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services, in dollars.

The theme of the International Day for Biological Diversity this 
year is "Our Biodiversity, Our Food, Our Health," chosen to raise 
awareness of how much we rely on nature for our food. Seventy-five 
per cent of the world's crops depend in part on pollination. Wild 
bees, of which Hamilton has over 350 species alone, butterflies, 
hummingbirds, and bats are a few of the many different kinds 
of pollinators that go from flower to flower, transferring pollen, 
allowing plants to produce the fruit and seeds needed to grow 
into new plants. Without pollinators, we could not survive, so 
let's adapt our gardens, parks, and cities to help them thrive.

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club and Environment Hamilton 
partner on the Pollinator Paradise Project in an effort to get 
Hamiltonians planting native habitat across the city in their own 
yards. Perhaps you've seen the "We're Feeding Pollinators" signs 
popping up in gardens throughout your neighbourhood. This is 
through the free certification program, which enables residents to 
find resources on how and what to plant, and where to find these 
native plants. Create a bird- and pollinator-friendly garden in your 
own yard, or even add a couple potted plants on your balcony. 
Plant a variety of native species to bloom through the seasons, 
providing food and shelter for pollinators. Add structures like 
small brush piles, patches of bare soil, or even artificial nesting 
structures for a variety of species. Take time to learn about 
common invasive species that may be in your garden. Many 
nurseries still sell invasive species like Periwinkle and English Ivy, 
which can escape gardens and take over nearby woodlots, creating 

a monoculture that outcompetes 
native species and provides no 
benefit for our native wildlife. If 
you don't know where to start, 
join an upcoming workshop! 
We will be in Victoria Park on 
June 8 demonstrating how to 
garden for nature. Perhaps your 
native garden is growing and 
brings you pride – the Monarch 
Awards recognize excellence in 
gardening for nature. Deadline 
to apply is June 30.
In your neighbourhood parks, 
you may start seeing more native 
gardens designed to provide 
food and habitat for our pollinators. In some areas, this could be 
as simple as a "No Mow" zone, where grasses and wildflowers are 
allowed to blossom. These are not spaces that have been neglected 
– they are critical habitat! Give these gardens space to grow, 
and soon you'll enjoy watching a variety of butterflies and bees 
bumbling from plant to plant.

There are new fun and free apps like iNaturalist and Seek that use 
photo recognition to help you identify what you are seeing. This 
will be enjoyable to use in the garden this year to get a sense of the 
diversity of pollinators visiting. When you submit an observation, 
you are contributing to citizen science and the understanding of 
our local biodiversity. Come out on a Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
hike to get a new appreciation for nature and test out iNaturalist on 
the trails. There are hikes to discover wildflowers, fungi, reptiles 
and amphibians, birds, trees, lichen, and more. Explore areas of 
the city you didn't even know existed. On International Day of 
Biodiversity, our weekly Wednesday night walk will explore frogs 
at Fletcher Creek. Find the perfect hike for you at hamiltonnature.
org. Biodiversity is all around us. Get out and appreciate, explore, 
and enjoy!

Carolyn Zanchetta is the stewardship and education co-ordinator 
for the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. Go to hamiltonnature.org 
for a full list of upcoming events, where you can also join or get 
involved.

Article reprinted from the Hamilton Spectator - 22 May 2019.

Carolyn Zanchetta  leading lichen 
walk.



The Wood Duck - In the Summer, 2019 Page 23

Naturalist Bruce Mackenzie to Serve Grimsby at the Niagara 
Peninsula Conservation Authority
by Steve Henschel

Walking through the Grimsby Wetlands, Bruce Mackenzie’s 
passion for the natural world, and conservation, is apparent.

Strolling through the area in the town’s west end, the 66-year-old 
who last week was appointed by town council as the Grimsby 
representative to the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority 
(NPCA), pointed out native species of birds and detailed 
conservation efforts, from combatting invasive species to the five-
year fight he and others undertook to have the former sewage 
lagoons converted into a natural wetland space. The latter is just 
one of many conservation efforts to which he has lent his support 
and passion.

That passion for nature started at a young age. “I’ve always 
been interested in natural history, and I’ve never let it go,” said 
Mackenzie, explaining how it was a love for exploration, fostered 
by his parents, that continued into his adult life, leading him to 
study fish and wildlife biology. His career has spanned nearly 
30 years with the Hamilton Conservation Authority, including 
posts as the superintendent at the Fifty Point Conservation Area 
marina, and director of customer service and operation for the 
authority.

It’s that professional experience, alongside Bruce’s extensive 
volunteer efforts with organizations ranging from the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club, to the Grimsby Waterfront Trail advisory 
committee, that made him a natural fit to represent the town at the 
NPCA, replacing Mayor Jeff Jordan on the organization’s board.
“He has an extensive background,” said Jordan, explaining Bruce’s 
time and expertise will be much appreciated at the NPCA as the 
organization undergoes sweeping changes to its governance after 
years of controversy.

“We’re back on track,” said Jordan, adding that “having someone 
who is an expert in the field is actually what the auditor general 
wanted.”

Mackenzie, for his part, didn’t want to touch on the NPCA’s recent 
woes, explaining that, with the necessary changes underway to 
improve the organization, the public’s current focus on its efforts 
could be a boon for conservation efforts, notably in the area of its 
primary focus of watershed management.

“The future of the NPCA has the potential to be great,” said 
Mackenzie, explaining Niagara has a strong inventory of natural 
heritage features distributed across the region, alongside numerous 
bodies of water, from two Great Lakes to the Niagara River, 
the Welland River and a plethora of tributaries and creeks and 
streams. And although balancing development and conservation 
is always an issue, Mackenzie believes there is a strong case for 
defending and preserving those areas.

“Besides this bountiful collection of natural heritage is the half-
a-million people … who cherish these areas, and the millions of 
tourists,” said Mackenzie, pointing to Niagara’s natural features as 
drivers of the tourism industry and agriculture, underscoring the 
importance of preservation.

It’s an effort that will have unique challenges, said Mackenzie, 
who hopes to share his love for natural heritage with the greater 
Niagara community. With global warming transforming the 
natural world, delivering adverse weather with increasing 
frequency as the climate changes, environmental protection will 
be a challenging undertaking.

reprinted from NiagaraThisWeek.com, 22 May 2019

Bruce Mackenzie at the Grimsby Wetlands - photo Steve Henschel.

Acadian Flycatcher at Britton Tract, 19 June 2019 - photo Phil 
Waggett. "Went to look for this bird yesterday morning and found it 
at the known location. I was very fortunate that the bird flew in for 
one good look and then flitted around higher in the tree canopy."
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March Counts 2019 2018 2017 Mar 2019
Total Species (less sp.s) 55 47 48 High Missed Firsts 
# of Individuals (with sp.s) 27,204 14,027 14,762 41 34 9

Species               
Cackling Goose 1   x x
Canada Goose 4,951 325 550 x  
Ross’s Goose    x  
Mute Swan 76 21 46 x  
Trumpeter Swan 7 1 1 x  
Tundra Swan    x  
Northern Shoveler 1   x x
Great Blue Heron    x  
Double-crested Cormorant 1  14  
Gadwall 4 17 145  
American Wigeon   6 x  
Mallard 874 336 832 x  
American Black Duck 22 18 33  
Green-winged Teal    x  

WELO (West End of Lake Ontario) Survey Report for 9 March, 2019
Chris Motherwell, Co-ordinator

As always, a strong Thank You goes out to the 32 stalwarts who 
continued with the monthly winter counts. Six people joined 

the count this month (listed below), so almost every area had 
coverage. The temperatures were hovering around zero, winds were 
semi-high on the north shore in the earlier morning, and sunny - 
great for IDing on the south shore and a bit trickier on the north 
shore being backlit.

The following is based on March 2019, 2018 and 2017 data in eBird, 
and as usual, total number of birds includes sp.s, domestics & 
hybrids, while the total number of species does not.

The number of birds was the highest for the three March years at 
17,520, by approximately 3,000 more than the others. The species 
count was also higher at 55, compared to 47 and 48 respectively. 
There were several species that were firsts for this count: Cackling 
Goose, Northern Shoveler, Iceland Gull, Glaucous Gull, Red-
throated Loon, American Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon, Snowy Owl, 
Belted Kingfisher. The count also had the highest numbers for 42 
species (see list below).

The following are species that have never been seen on the March 
count, though have been seen in other count months: Ross’s Goose, 
Tundra Swan, Northern Shoveler, Wild Turkey, Bonaparte’s Gull, 
Northern Harrier, American Kestrel, Tufted Titmouse, Winter 
Wren, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Northern Mockingbird, American 
Pipit and American Tree Sparrow.  

In contrast, the species that had significant increases in their 

numbers over previous years were: 
Canada Goose, Canvasback, Greater 
Scaup, Common Goldeneye, Red-breasted 
Merganser, Great Black-backed Gull and 
Downy Woodpecker, while species that 
had significant declines were: Gadwall, 
Ring-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Surf 
Scoter, Hooded Merganser, Horned Grebe 
and Ring-billed Gull.  

A report based on the whole season will be 
in included with the April report. The last 
count of the season is April 13th, which 
should include a few migrants.  

Participants: Luc Fazio and Dan Salisbury were leading a 
Riverwood Conservancy sponsored bird walk (Group included 
Gord Watts, Pat Hare, Paul Strong, Greg Laverty, Danielle Bellissimo 
and family, Peeter Poltre, Trisha Kluge, Alan Chandler, Susanne 
Roy, Zeny Lloyd,  John Mills, Patrick Chan); Luc Fazio, Gord Watts, 
Marvin and Janet Medelko, Rob Palin, Mark Field, Bruce Campbell, 
Kai Millyard, Lara Kirk, Beth Jefferson, Vicky Mason, Mary Beth 
Neibert, Mary Ellen Starodub, Joan Kotanen, Joan Wallace, Elaine 
Serena, Christina Kovacs, Sarah Labrie, Anthony E. Zammit, 
Jason Miller, Holly Dodds*, Gwyneth Govers*, Pauline Catling*, 
Sarah Bonnett*, Will Van Hemessen*, Samantha Hughes*, Chris 
Motherwell, Don Snyder, Nancy Smith, Kathy Ellis, Tristan Wright*, 
and David Rooke.  * Denotes new to the count.

Chris Motherwell.
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Canvasback 353  2 x  
Redhead 82 59 15 x  
Ring-necked Duck   29 x  
Greater Scaup 3,108 108 351 x  
Lesser Scaup 3 26   
King Eider 1 2   
Harlequin Duck   3 x  
Surf Scoter 74 206 179  
White-winged Scoter 855 1,261 286  
Black Scoter 3  11  
Long-tailed Duck 7,630 6,505 7,014 x  
Bufflehead 431 443 635  
Common Goldeneye 3,251 1,954 1,808 x  
Hooded Merganser 3  83  
Common Merganser 176 44 101 x  
Red-breasted Merganser 1,817 820 503 x  
Ruddy Duck 1  9  
Horned Grebe  25 2 x  
Red-necked Grebe  81 13 x  
Wild Turkey    x  
Rock Pigeon 172 136 115 x  
Mourning Dove 40 6 21 x  
Spotted Sandpiper    x  
Bonaparte’s Gull    x  
Ring-billed Gull 900 955 1,326  
Herring Gull 260 207 242 x  
Iceland Gull 2   x x
Lesser Black-backed Gull    x  
Great Black-backed Gull 30 5 1 x  
Glaucous Gull 2   x x
Red-throated Loon 3   x x
Common Loon  2 1 x  
Bald Eagle  1  x  
Red-tailed Hawk 9 6 2 x  
Rough-legged Hawk    x  
Northern Harrier    x  
American Kestrel 1   x x
Merlin    x  
Cooper’s Hawk 2 3   
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Peregrine Falcon 2   x x
Snowy Owl 1   x x
Belted Kingfisher 2   x x
Red-bellied Woodpecker  4  x  
Downy Woodpecker 17 9 9 x  
Hairy Woodpecker 3 3 2 x  
Pileated Woodpecker 1  1 x  
Northern Flicker 2 1 1 x  
Blue Jay 16 6 1 x  
American Crow 51 18 6 x  
Black-capped Chickadee 69 13 23 x  
Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 1  x  
White-breasted Nuthatch 13 4 1 x  
Brown Creeper    x  
Tufted Titmouse    x  
Winter Wren    x  
Carolina Wren 1 1  x  
Golden-crowned Kinglet    x  
Ruby-crowned Kinglet    x  
American Robin 37 17 38  
Cedar Waxwing    x  
Northern Mockingbird    x  
European Starling 167 59 26 x  
Palm Warbler    x  
Yellow-rumped Warbler    x  
Snow Bunting    x  
American Pipit    x  
American Tree Sparrow    x  
Dark-eyed Junco 31 7 26 x  
White-throated Sparrow  3  x  
Song Sparrow 6 3 1 x  
Fox Sparrow    x  
Northern Cardinal 55 24 14 x  
Common Redpoll    x  
House Finch 5 6 3  
American Goldfinch 17 3 4 x  
Pine Siskin     
House Sparrow 223 107 73 x  
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Mushrooms and Other Fungi at Rock Chapel Sanctuary 
Kyle McLoughlin led a hike about the hidden and secret world of fungi at Rock Chapel Sanctuary on 6 April 2019.  This 
incredible kingdom of life builds symbiotic relationships with trees, decomposes leaves, and is everywhere in the urban 
and natural environments. Participants learned how to identify common fungi and how fungus interacts with trees on a 
daily basis. Some photographs of the hike follow.

Fungus hike at Rock Chapel with Kyle McLoughlin - photo Bryan Raymond.

Turkey Tails fungus at Rock Chapel, 6 April 2019 - photo 
Sarah Raymond.

Underside of fungus showing how some fungus have pores 
rather than gills - photo Sarah Raymond.

Kyle McLoughlin pointing out fungus on a fallen White 
Birch - photo Sarah Raymond.
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Least Bittern at Grass Lake, Waterloo Region - 19 
June 2019 - photo Barry Coombs. "This morning, I 

birded Grass Lake with Peter Thoem and Alexandra 
Duncan-Harrison. At one point, as I was emerging 
from the back seat of the vehicle, a Least Bittern 

flew across the marsh and landed on a prominent 
perch within 50m of us. The others hushed and 

froze and we were treated to stunning looks. I was 
able to take a few photos. The bird was vocalizing 

'coo-coo-coo'. Least Bittern is flagged as rare on my 
eBird app for this site. Also of interest were at least 
15 Sandhill Cranes. All were 'full-size' and appeared 
to be adults as best as I could tell at the distance."- 

Barry Coombs - HamiltonBirds.

Water over Safari Road at Safari Rd Marsh - 24 April, 2019 
- photo Peter Scholtens. This unprecedented high water 

was surely the work of a beaver. The drainage in this area 
is only tiny intermittent creeks. Strangely the City did not 
correct the matter quickly as the water was still high in 

early June, albeit lower.
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DATES TO REMEMBER Summer 2019 
1 July (Monday) 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. HNC - Larks Birding. Larks Monday morning ladies birding group meets at various locations 
around the Hamilton area. Locations vary from week to week depending on the sightings.  New birders are welcome.  Please bring 
your binoculars and appropriate walking shoes. Contact Elaine Serena for locations and meet up points serene238@gmail.com.

1 July (Monday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dean's Wildflower Walk. Dean Gugler is an avid botanist and RBG volunteer who has 
been leading wildflower walks in the area for many years. During the spring, summer and early fall, Dean leads walks at various 
locations. They are always at 6:30 p.m. Today's walk is at http://www.deanswildflowers.com/Maps/Snake_Road_parking.htm
Contact Dean for more information or to be put on his email list  dgugler@gmail.com.

2 July (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise, every Tuesday evening 6 p.m., and Saturday at 9 a.m., May through 
August. Meet 15 minutes prior to start time at RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. Guided exploration of Cootes Paradise 
by canoe, approximately 2 to 2.5 hours. Be prepared to paddle, listen, and learn. Canoes, paddles, life jackets supplied, you bring 
water bottles, snacks, camera, binoculars. Pre-registration required, $40 per person/per tour. On line registration available at 
https://www.rbg.ca/publicprograms.

3 July (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. HNC - BARC Smokey Hollow Walk. Bay Area Restoration Council lead walk along Grindstone 
Creek.  Will talk about importance of keeping our waters clean and protected as creeks run into the Hamilton Harbour. Will finish 
with a short walk along Waterdown Road. As always in summer be prepared for mosquitoes and ticks. Details to be announced. 
Free. All Welcome.  Contact Christine cbowen@hamiltonharbour.ca for information.

6 July (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. HNC - Annual Hamilton Odonate Count. Bring lots of enthusiasm, a lunch, lots of water, shoes that 
you don’t mind getting wet and any of the following that you may own: net, field guides, hand lens, envelopes for the hard to 
ID, digital camera. Contact dragonfly and damselfly expert Brenda Van Ryswyk, brendavanryswyk@gmail.com or 519-568-3073. 
work - 905-336-1158 ext 282. Meet at the corner of Kirkwall Road and Concession 8 West in the church parking lot at Kirkwall.

6 July (Saturday) HNC - Carden Alvar Birding. Hamilton Beginner Birding Google Group Moderator Colleen Reilly is leading a 
trip to Carden Alvar Provincial Park. She is following the Ontario Field Ornithologist route of this Important Bird area http://www.
ofo.ca/site/page/view/articles.cardenalvar  Contact Colleen for meet up time and possible carpooling  colleenplus2@gmail.com. 
Binoculars required.  Wear appropriate clothing and be prepared for biting insects and ticks.  

6 July (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. RBG- Paddling in Paradise. See July 2 hike for details.

7 July (Sunday) 9:00 a.m. HNC - Annual Hamilton Butterfly Count. This is not a typical hike. It is a census, and as such, there will be 
little time available for ID information. By no means do you need to be an expert, but some experience is needed. If unsure, please 
call count compiler Bill Lamond, bill-lamond@hotmail.com or 519-756-9546. Meeting location same as for 2 July outing above.

7 July (Sunday) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, 
meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

7 July (Sunday) 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. HNC - Sunday Morning Birding Group. Meets at various locations around the Hamilton 
area. Everyone including new birders are welcome. Please bring binoculars and appropriate footwear. Locations vary week to 
week depending on the sightings. Contact Colleen Reilly for locations and meet up points colleenplus2@gmail.com. As will all 
nature walks be prepared for biting insects and ticks. For more information about ticks go to https://conservationhamilton.ca/
ticks-and-lyme-disease/

8 July (Monday) 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. HNC - Larks Birding. Larks Monday morning ladies birding group meets at various 
locations around the Hamilton area. See 1 July hike for details.

8 July (Monday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dean's Wildflower Walk. Dean Gugler is an avid botanist and RBG volunteer who has been 
leading wildflower walks in the area for many years. See 1 July hike for details.

9 July (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details. 

10 July (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. HNC - Escarpment Ecology at Felker's Falls Conservation Area, Ackland St, Stoney 
Creek, Lead by HNC VP Chris Motherwell, this is the second of four walks about the importance of citizen science and how your 
sightings and records help scientists. We'll learn about what bioblitz is -  a citizen science party where people gather to record 
sightings at one time, in one location.  Data is collected and used by scientists who study species populations and determine if 
they should be classified as "at risk" or "threatened"  If you want to be part of a bioblitz there is one happening at RBG Grow Wild 
Bioblitz event taking place this Sept 21 at RBG Arboretum.  More details to come!

13 July (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.
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13 July (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. A Trail Called Home: Tree Walk Series with Paul O'Hara. Paul is a local field botanist, 
landscape designer and native plant gardening expert.  Paul is promoting his new book, A Trail Called Home: Tree Stories From 
The Golden Horseshoe, published by Dundurn Press (https://www.dundurn.com/books/Trail-Called-Home).  The book will be 
available in book stores on May 4, 2019. Paul will have copies for sale at each of the hikes.  Each hike will last about 1.5 to 2 
hours. We will meet at the trailhead on Paddy Greene Road (about halfway between Jerseyville Road West and Powerline Road 
East). Free. All Welcome but registration required as there is a limit to number of participants. Register with brontreg@cogeco.ca

14 July (Sunday) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, 
meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

14 July (Sunday) 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. HNC - Sunday Morning Birding Group. See 7 July hike for details.

15 July (Monday) 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. HNC - Larks Birding. Larks Monday morning ladies birding group meets at various 
locations around the Hamilton area. See 1 July hike for details.

15 July (Monday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dean's Wildflower Walk. Dean Gugler is an avid botanist and RBG volunteer who has 
been leading wildflower walks in the area for many years. See 1 July hike for details.

16 July (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details. 

17 July (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Tour the Vinemount Meadows Sanctuary. Bruce Mackenzie will lead a tour of 
this interesting property that is protected through a unique long-term lease agreement with Waterford Sand & Gravel. The open 
landscape provides good habitat for many species, including Meadowlark, Bobolink, Short-eared Owl, and Monarchs. Parking is 
on the shoulder of 10th Road East, Stoney Creek, across from Vinemount Quarry and at the Dofasco Trail. If you have questions 
please contact Bruce at kintail52@gmail.com or at 905-973-4869.

20 July (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.

21 July (Sunday) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North 
Shore, meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 
905-527-1158 ext. 404.

21 July (Sunday) 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. HNC - Sunday Morning Birding Group. See 7 July hike for details.

22 July (Monday) 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. HNC - Larks Birding. Larks Monday morning ladies birding group meets at various 
locations around the Hamilton area. See 1 July hike for details.

22 July (Monday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dean's Wildflower Walk. Dean Gugler is an avid botanist and RBG volunteer who has 
been leading wildflower walks in the area for many years. See 1 July hike for details.

23 July (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.

24 July (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. BARC Kerncliff Park. Bay Area Restoration Council lead free walk along the escarpment 
at Kerncliff park. We will discuss how the escarpment has shaped our landscape and influences our water, the importance 
of forest in our water cycle, vernal ponds, and various restoration efforts.  For more information please contact Christine at 
cbowen@hamiltonharbour.ca. As always in summer be prepared for mosquitoes.

27 July (Saturday) 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Loops & Lattes: Crooks Hollow Conservation Area. Join local author of popular Loops & 
Lattes series Nicola Ross as she leads us on a gentle hike around Crooks Hollow. Postponed from Easter Weekend which was 
rained out. Free! All welcome!. Nicola is going to talk a bit about the rich history of this area which was very active in the last 
two centuries. The trail follows parts of beautiful Spencer Creek. Please note that this will be a bit longer than most HNC walks 
at about five km. Wear sturdy boots and be prepared for mud if it has just rained. Meet at the Crooks Hollow parking lot at 9:50 
a.m. so we can gather before the walk. Cancelled in inclement weather.  Parking fee in effect for non HCA members.

27 July (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.

28 July (Sunday) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South 
Shore, meet at the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-
1158 ext. 404

28 July (Sunday) 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. HNC - Sunday Morning Birding Group. See 7 July hike for details.

29 July (Monday) 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. HNC - Larks Birding. Larks Monday morning ladies birding group meets at various 
locations around the Hamilton area. See 1 July hike for details.
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29 July (Monday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dean's Wildflower Walk. Dean Gugler is an avid botanist and RBG volunteer who has 
been leading wildflower walks in the area for many years. See 1 July hike for details.

30 July (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.

31 July (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. HNC - Walking the Brantford to Ancaster Rail Trail. We will start the trail at Papple 
Road, just outside of Brantford in Cainsville. Drive the old Hwy 2 to Brantford through Alberton, and then into Brantford. Papple 
Rd is on the right, just before the Tim Hortons and just after the stop light. Parking available right at trail. We will walk the trail 
at least until the bridge at Hwy 403. Leader Bill Lamond. Contact Bill at bill-lamond@hotmail.com

1 August (Thursday) 5:00 p.m. – 7 p.m. HNC - Biodiversity Volunteer Team. As part of HNC's Biodiversity Team we'll be 
undertaking several stewardship activities to maintaining HNC's urban pollinator habitats that are in parks across the city, planting 
native plants, and managing invasive species at HNC's local nature sanctuaries with the guidance of HNC staff and volunteers. 
Activity and location will be confirmed closer to the date. Please contact Jen to be added to the list, land@hamiltonnature.org.

3 August (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.

4 August (Sunday) 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. HNC - Sunday Morning Birding Group. See 7 July hike for details.

4 August (Sunday) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, 
meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

5 August July (Monday) 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. HNC - Larks Birding. Larks Monday morning ladies birding group meets at various 
locations around the Hamilton area. See 1 July hike for details

5 August (Monday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dean's Wildflower Walk. Dean Gugler is an avid botanist and RBG volunteer who has 
been leading wildflower walks in the area for many years. See 1 July hike for details.

6 August (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.

7 August (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Tour HNC's Amaolo Nature Sanctuary. Jen Baker and Warren Beacham will 
lead a tour of the Amaolo Nature Sanctuary. We will visit some of the unique habitats, including the restoration work that has 
been done and also visit the Education Field where much of our school nature outings are held. Please RSVP with Jen so we can 
provide the homeowners with the number of cars as we park in their driveway. We will send directions to registered participants.

10 August (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Trees of Dundurn Castle with Paul O'Hara. Paul is the author of "A Trail Called 
Home: Tree Stories of the Golden Horseshoe" is leading a walk through the beautiful grounds of Dundurn Castle.  He'll talk about 
the beautiful oaks and other giants that grace this historic site. Paul is promoting his new book, A Trail Called Home: Tree Stories 
From The Golden Horseshoe, published by Dundurn Press (https://www.dundurn.com/books/Trail-Called-Home). Limited to 35. 
Please register with brontreg@cogeco.ca

10 August (Saturday) 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Pollinators of Dundurn's Historic Gardens. Join one of the gardeners of Dundurn's 
gardens as we stroll around looking at the gardens that would have existed around 1850 in colonial Hamilton. We see what 
attracts pollinators. This follows Paul O'Hara's tree walk in the morning. Bring your own lunch to eat on the lawn under the 
spreading trees of Dundurn.

10 August (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.

11 August (Sunday) 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. HNC - Sunday Morning Birding Group. See 7 July hike for details.

11 August (Sunday) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, 
meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

12 August (Monday) 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. HNC - Larks Birding. Larks Monday morning ladies birding group meets at various 
locations around the Hamilton area. See 1 July hike for details

12 August (Monday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dean's Wildflower Walk. Dean Gugler is an avid botanist and RBG volunteer who has 
been leading wildflower walks in the area for many years. See 1 July hike for details.

13 August (Tuesday) 9:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.

14 August (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. BARC Bayfront Park Walk. Bay Area Restoration Council lead walk along Bayfront 
park in Hamilton. This walk will focus on the history of the area, and the remedial action plan for Hamilton Harbour. Lean how 
Bayfront Park was once a dump, about stormwater management, algae blooms, and so much more. Meet at 6:30 p.m. for this 
gentle, fully paved, walk Contact Steve at swatts@hamiltonharbour.ca for information.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES  All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge 
and time. The HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating in 
any of these activities. Please assess your own ability to participate. Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. You 
are advised to check the HNC website (www.hamiltonnature.org) before setting out, to ensure that the hike has not 
been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are discouraged as they startle wildlife, damage nests, and interfere with 
the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing your pet and for other questions. We also publicize Royal 
Botanical Gardens hikes and events. Most RBG programs require pre-registration one week prior. There is a charge for 
these activities except for the Sunday Get Back To Nature Walks. For information on RBG hikes: Liz Rabishaw, Public 
Program Bookings, RBG, 905-527-1158 (1-800-694-4769) ext. 270. programs@rbg.ca  www.rbg.ca

18 August (Sunday) 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. HNC - Sunday Morning Birding Group. See 7 July hike for details.

18 August (Sunday) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North Shore, 
meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum, Old Guelph Road. In inclement weather, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.

19 August (Monday) 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. HNC - Larks Birding. Larks Monday morning ladies birding group meets at various 
locations around the Hamilton area. See 1 July hike for details.

19 August (Monday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dean's Wildflower Walk. Dean Gugler is an avid botanist and RBG volunteer who has 
been leading wildflower walks in the area for many years. See 1 July hike for details.

20 August (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.

21 August (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. HNC - Wildlife Along the Waterfront. Join HNC Stewardship Technician Carolyn 
Zanchetta on a nature walk along the waterfront on RBG trail starting at Princess point. We'll look at nesting birds, wetland 
plants and mammals that inhabit the shores of Cootes Paradise. Learn about using your smart phone to ID and record your 
nature sightings from mayapples to bumble bees to robins using https://inaturalist.ca/  This is the third of four walks about the 
importance of citizen science and how your sightings and records help scientists. Carolyn will teach you about what a bioblitz is 
-  a citizen science party where people gather to record sightings at one time, in one location.

24 August (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. HNC - Biodiversity in Summer Wetland. Join Peter Thoem for this free walk by 
Hamilton Naturalists Club along Grindstone Creek RBG.  Mature flowers, berries and changing insects populations. Peter will take 
us on a journey of discovering the ecology of a summer habitat that is rich for wildlife in this Carolinian region. Wear good footwear 
and be prepared for insects and ticks. Bring your binoculars if you have them. Meeting place given upon registration at brontreg@
cogeco.ca   Limited to 20. For more information please contact Peter peterthoem@gmail.com  Parking fee for non RBG members.

24 August (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.

25 August (Sunday) 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. HNC - Sunday Morning Birding Group. See 7 July hike for details.

25 August (Sunday) 10 to 11:30 a.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South Shore, 
meet at the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Dr, Hamilton. If the weather inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404

26 August (Monday) 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. HNC - Larks Birding. Larks Monday morning ladies birding group meets at various 
locations around the Hamilton area. See 1 July hike for details

27 August (Saturday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.

28 August (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. HNC - Summer Wildflower Walk along the Escarpment at Lifesavers Park, St 
Clair. Join us for a guided hike along the Niagara Escarpment in Hamilton. Learn about the numerous specialist plants that call 
the Escarpment home, including the Endangered Butternut. Participants will learn to identify both common and uncommon 
plants. Event is rain or shine, wear comfortable clothing and footwear, bring a water bottle. The hike will cross some hilly and 
challenging terrain. Please contact Jen Baker at land@hamiltonnature.org or 905-524-3339 to register.

29 August (Thursday) 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. HNC - Biodiversity Volunteer Team. As part of HNC's Biodiversity Team we'll be 
undertaking several stewardship activities to maintaining HNC's urban pollinator habitats that are in parks across the city, planting 
native plants, and managing invasive species at HNC's local nature sanctuaries with the guidance of HNC staff and volunteers. The 
activity and location will be confirmed closer to the date. Please contact Jen to be added to the list, land@hamiltonnature.org.

31 August (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. See 2 July hike for details.
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A Strange Encounter at the Point Pelee Marsh Boardwalk
by Bill Lamond

I was birding at Point Pelee with Eric Lamond on 30 April 2019. 
We were walking the bike path back to our car which was parked 

at the Northwest Beach parking lot. We were perhaps 100 metres 
from the car when we heard a strange sound coming seemingly 
from the Marsh Boardwalk area. I thought it was kids yelling but 
Eric thought it had something to do with the wind. I didn’t think 
that was possible, although my suggestion seemed unlikely too 
as it was cold and windy and not the kind of weather that would 
induce someone to be outside (except birders of course). At any 
rate, as we walked, we kept hearing the sound occasionally, so as 
it was close, and we were almost back to the car, we decided to go 
over to the Marsh Boardwalk parking lot. 

We drove over and there were no cars or people in sight so the 
noise was not from humans. We parked and stopped and listened. 
Nothing initially, and then we heard the odd sound about twice 
more and were intrigued, but could not see anything. It was not 
kids nor the wind and I thought it sounded a bit like a raccoon. 
Suddenly I noticed something and said to Eric “there’s something 
going on in the water”. I’m sure my voice was excited as I said 
this as we both jumped out of the car and literally ran down to 
the boardwalk. We arrived to see a raccoon in great distress and 
seemingly being set upon in the water by a beaver. I thought 
that this was impossible and then tried to turn the beaver into 
something else. Way to large and not dark enough for a mink. Was 
this an otter? But no otters here and the size? We ran down the 
boardwalk a short distance to get as close as possible and could 
see clearly that this was indeed a beaver attacking a raccoon. The 
raccoon had stopped vocalizing and the pair were rather swirling 
around in the water and the raccoon’s head was just above the 
water. After a short time, I’m assuming the beaver saw us and 
bolted and released the raccoon. The raccoon barely moved at 
this point but then after a time, seemed to recover its senses, and 
soon started swimming to the cattails, climbed up into the cattails 
and was lost from sight. I think we were both a bit shocked by 
what we had seen and realized that our close proximity might 
have saved the raccoon’s life. Maybe not though. 

We then noticed a lot of blood on the boardwalk over a four-
metre stretch. We have no idea of course if the raccoon would 
have survived this attack. Possibly, but there was a lot of blood.
 
What the heck happened here? How did this altercation start? 
Who was the initial aggressor? Perhaps the beaver felt threatened 
or felt a perceived threat to its kits? As the beaver clearly had 
the upper hand in this altercation was this predation? It seems 
very unlikely but there is an amazing list of seemingly vegetarian 
animals that will eat flesh when available, although usually 
carrion. But attacking to kill for food? This seems most unlikely.

From the time we first heard the sounds to when the beaver 
released the raccoon might have been seven minutes. However, 

we don’t know if the interaction started 
when we first heard the raccoon or 
sometime before this. Also, we could not 
determine if it started on the boardwalk 
but for a time it was certainly on the 
boardwalk but soon after ended up in the 
water. It was certainly the highlight of this 
birding day.

Addendum: I sent a copy of this note 
to Mike Runtz who knows a lot about 
beavers from his research on them in 
Algonquin Park. This is his reply:

I once saw a beaver attack otters in May when they climbed atop 
one of its scent marking sites so I suspect it was a territorial 
beaver that found the raccoon doing the same in its territory. 
Females give birth in May but perhaps earlier in Pelee.  
Regardless, it may have been a territorial male beaver and a 
trespassing raccoon, which got penalized.

Bill Lamond at 
Goderich, 12 June 

2019 - photo Stefani.

Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra Evening

We are very excited about the upcoming event with our 
community partner, the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra 
on evening of Saturday, Sept 21st called “Radiant Ravel”.  It 
is a celebration of the natural beauty of our area. Daphne 
Payne and Bron Tregunno met with Kim Varian, Director, 
Development & Communication HPO and Diana Weir, 
Executive Director HPO a couple of weeks ago.  One of 
their requests is that our friends and members submit 
photographs of nature in the Hamilton area with an 
emphasis on water landscapes and wildlife for Sibelius’ 
Luonnotar selection. We may be able to organize a dinner 
at the Hamilton Club before this wonderful event. Tickets 
for friends and members will be discounted. More will be 
coming up soon. In the meantime, Kim has created a link 
for us to submit our photos. Please feel free to download as 
many as you like. Kim simply asks that you name them as 
“first name.last name. 1” “first name. last name.2” etc.  The 
deadline is until July 30 so HPO has plenty of time to put the 
photo’s together to review and create a slideshow. The link 
will be on the website and the President's Monthly message. 
Daphne will be contacting many of you for your help so 
please share your lovely photographs!  I asked Kim if there is 
a limit and she said no!  Email Daphne for more information  
daphnepayne15@gmail.com 



The Wood Duck - In the Summer, 2019Page 34

This product information was sent in by Club member Eva Schorer. Now 
the HNC does not endorse any company or accept ads. However, how 

can we not make known an easy solution for this wildlife-killing problem.
to Club members.

HSA Nature Note - Daytime Hunting Bat 

I don't know what species it was, but I did a suppertime 
walk around the various trails in the Princess Point 
area this evening (21 May 2019) Around 5:30 p.m. 
over the open meadow to the west of the parking lot 
(between the parking lot and where the Princess Point 
trail comes down the hill to complete its loop), I had 
a highly active bat hunting meters over my head for at 
least 15 minutes. Hard to track it to try and identify or 
photograph, but it was pretty neat to see it so actively 
hunting in daylight hours. Not sure if it is something 
that would generate a repeat performance  – Chris 
Cheatle.

Blue Jay with Deformed Bill
by Bill Lamond

Last year in July, my daughter Sarah observed a Blue Jay in 
our Brantford yard that was missing the distal half of its 

upper mandible. I saw it soon after and neither of us could 
speculate what had happened to this bird. It sure seemed like 
it would have trouble surviving. It was in the yard off and on 
until we last saw it in September. It would feed at the peanut 
log feeder and break off a piece and then raise its head and 
use its lower mandible as a scoop. We often saw it feeding on 
the ground too and it seemed to make out ok. I suspected it 
would not last the winter but did not really think of the bird 
again until my daughter said she saw it in the yard again on 
21 June 2019. Very odd that we would not see it until this 
date. I saw it the next day at the peanut log feeder. It surely 
is the same bird. When another Blue Jay came into the yard 
it quickly vanished and I have not seen it since although I 
expect that I will soon. Quite an adaptable Blue Jay.

Spatterdock Darner, male at Hardy Rd and S.C. Johnson Trail Head, Brantford - 27 June 2019 - photo Bill Lamond.
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Photos by 
Ian Smith 
in Spring 

2019

Northern Watersnakes at Kerncliff Park - 11 June 2019 - photo 
Ian Smith.

Question Mark at Beverly Swamp - 12 June 2019 - photo Ian Smith.

Young Midland Painted Turtles at Kerncliff 
Park - 11 June 2019 - photo Ian Smith.

Yellow Ladies Slippers at Beverly Swamp, 12 
June 2019 - photo Ian Smith.

Scarlet Tanager in Ancaster backyard - 7 
May 2019 - photo Ian Smith.

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail at Lafarge 
Trail and 10th Concession - 31 May 2019 

- photo Ian Smith.

Eastern Pine Elfin at Powerline Rd, Dundas 
Valley - 12 June 2019 - photo Ian Smith.

Green Leuconycta at Beverly Swamp - 9 
June 2019 - photo Ian Smith.

Wild Indigo Duskywing at Beverly Swamp - 
9 June 2019 - photo Ian Smith.

Spring Azure at Fletcher Creek 
Ecological Preserve - 28 April 2019 - 

photo Ian Smith.
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"Hamilton Beginning Birders" Forum and Sunday Morning Birding Group
by Colleen Reilly

I  started the “Hamilton Beginning Birders” forum in May 
2019. My goal was to create an inclusive home for people to 

share their excitement about birding reports, to ask questions, 
receive assistance with identification, share relevant information, 
and arrange meet-ups. As soon as the forum was created, Peter 
Scholtens kindly allowed it to be advertised on his Hamilton 
Birders forum. Novice and experienced birders flocked in, and 
within a month membership has grown to over 60 members.

From the Beginning Birders forum, the “Sunday Morning 
Birding Group” started. It has been successful also, with over 20 
members, and each outing sees an average of 10 attendees. This 
group visits a different location each week, within the HNC's 
Hamilton Study Area.

Reports are logged on eBird, and as a result we are contributing 
to the effort to catalogue sightings in our local wild spaces. I am 
grateful for the willingness of Carolyn Buck to act as group co-lead. 

Carolyn has a gift to capture our bird sightings in photographs as 
well, and always posts a few to the Beginning Birders forum after 
our walks. Our Sunday Morning Birding group is an inclusive 

group where everyone brings strengths, 
and we learn from each other. A side 
benefit to the group is that there is not 
only birding knowledge present - several 
of our members are also strong botanists. 
As a result our walks often include plant 
identification as well as bird identification.

Many thanks to Bron Tregunno for her 
encouragement and assistance in the 
promotion of both the forum and the 
Birding group, and to the members for their willingness to share 
knowledge and love of the wild spaces.

Sunday Morning Birding Group in Dundas Valley - 23 June 2019 - photo 
Christa Anders.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher nestlings at Dundas Valley C. A. - 23 June 2019 
- photo Carolyn Buck.

Eastern Kingbird at City View Park, 
Burlington - 9 June 2019 - photo 

Collen Reilly.

Colleen Reilly, 2 June 
2019 - photo Marc 

Leith.
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We wanted to inform all of our supporters of the sad news that 
one of our founders, Kay McKeever, has passed away. We are 
sending you the text of her obituary:

Katherine (Kay) McKeever died on April 4, 2019, aged 94, at 
Albright Manor in Beamsville, Ontario, to which she had moved 
in August 2018 after years of declining health.

Kay was born in Vineland, Ontario, on October 16, 1924, the third 
child of Muriel and Roger Clarke, who took up fruit farming in 
Vineland Station at the end of the first World War. The family 
also lived in Ottawa in winter for Roger’s work there, so Kay was 
schooled in Ottawa, Vineland and Beamsville. In her childhood, 
Kay loved the outdoors and climbing trees. She loved animals, 
domestic and wild, and learned about them from her father. In 
high school she excelled in athletics and English. She worked on 
the farm in summer and learned figure skating from her father in 
winter. She joined skating clubs and did exhibition skating.

Kay graduated from high school during World War II and enlisted 
in the Women’s Division of the RCAF. She served in British 
Columbia drawing maps for pilots serving in the Pacific. She 
was very disappointed that at the time the RCAF did not allow 
women to fly planes, for that is what she wanted to do. While 
on service she met Robert Colbran who in 1945 became her first 
husband, but the marriage lasted only three years.

After the war, Kay used her mapping skills to get a job with 
Photographic Survey Corp. in Toronto. She joined a group 
that bought a war surplus airplane and eventually achieved 
her ambition of becoming a pilot. While at PSC, she met Don 
MacFadyen, who had been a flying instructor and night intruder 
pilot during the war, and was involved in forming a subsidiary 
of PSC to operate in South America. Kay and Don were married 
in 1950. They lived in Toronto and Brazil and visited other 
countries. They had two children. They collected rocks, minerals 
and gemstones and became friends with a couple who dealt in 
Brazilian gems. Kay designed settings for gems, and later sold 
gems and jewelry in Canada.

Kay returned to Canada in 1956 with the children while Don 
was still working in Brazil, and eventually bought a house in 
Richmond Hill. Kay carefully designed and built a large garden. 
Kay had an aptitude for art and design which she applied in many 

ways. She was also an avid reader and a fan of classical music. She 
returned to figure skating and had annual canoe trips with skating 
friends. Kay’s second marriage broke down in the early 1960s. 
She returned to her parents’ home in Vineland. She travelled for 
several months in Europe with two friends and came back with 
a young Scottish Deerhound. Kay designed a house for herself 
on the bank of Twenty Mile Creek, beside her parent’s home. She 
drew all the plans and helped to build it.

Kay designed homes for friends, producing detailed house plans 
and having them approved by an architect. In her new house Kay 
returned to her early love of wild animals. The dogs were joined 
by orphaned raccoons, flying squirrels, exotic owls, and the first 
orphaned wild owl.

Kay’s mother introduced her to Larry McKeever, a widowed 
electrical engineer who had been a naturalist and conservationist 
for many years. They were married in 1967, and this time the 
marriage would last. They built a house in Peterborough that 
Kay designed, and they lived there for a few years until Larry’s 
retirement. Kay became more serious about rehabilitation of 
injured birds of prey, and about conservation in general.

In 1970 they moved back to Kay’s house in Vineland, and began 
a rapid expansion of raptor rehabilitation work. Kay became 
a pioneer in the care and rehabilitation of wild owls. Her total 
dedication to this work, the aviaries that she designed and Larry 
built, as well as the many contacts she made, led to increasing 

Kay and Larry McKeever - photo from the Owl Foundation.
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recognition of their work by other people.

Kay started speaking to groups about owls and her work using 
slide shows. Audiences found that she was not only an expert 
on owls but also a very entertaining speaker. She was soon in 
demand for meetings of many organizations. In 1975 Kay and 
Larry established a charitable organization (now called The Owl 
Foundation), so that they could offer receipts for the donations 
they received. Kay and Larry lived on his pension, and remained 
full-time, around-the-clock volunteers in their great project for 
decades. By their extraordinary commitment of time and labour, 
and later with the help of other volunteers and staff, they built 
an institution in which thousands of birds of prey have been 
helped and returned to the wild. During the 1970s Kay found that 
given the right conditions, disabled wild owls that could not be 
returned to the wild would breed in captivity and produce young 
that could be trained and released. She also used disabled wild 
owls as foster parents for wild orphans. Kay became fascinated 
with the breeding behaviour of owls. She considered her success 
in breeding most of the species of owls native to Canada to be one 
of her most important achievements.

Kay wrote a manual on the care and rehabilitation of owls that 
was first published in 1979 and went through four editions. This 
manual brought professional interest in her work from around 
the world. Kay became a widely recognized authority on 
owls and their rehabilitation and breeding. She was invited to 
speak at conferences and to contribute to scientific and other 
publications. Kay also wrote two books for children based on 
true stories of owls in her care.

Kay was an inspiration to many people, and a friend and mentor 

to other rehabilitators. She had hundreds of contacts and received 
a vast amount of correspondence. Kay and Larry were ardent 
advocates for nature conservation and were distressed at the loss 
of nature everywhere at human hands. In the 1980s they launched 
an ambitious ongoing woodland restoration project, planting 
native tree species on the land that once held the fruit farm of her 
parents, creating an oasis of nature in an agricultural landscape.
Kay and Larry received many awards from rehabilitation, 
veterinary, conservation and other organizations, too many to 
list here. Both received honorary Doctor of Laws degrees. Kay 
received the Lifetime Achievement Award of the U.S. National 
Wildlife Rehabilitators Association. She was made a member of 
the Order of Canada in 1986.

The last two decades of Kay’s life were marred by tragedy and 
decline. Larry died in 2002, and in the same year, West Nile Virus 
hit the Niagara area, and killed many resident owls that were 
dear to Kay. She continued to work with owls into her 80s, but 
started to develop dementia, and then lost most of her vision, 
and declined physically. She had to let the staff and volunteers 
of the Owl Foundation continue the work that she and Larry 
had started. Kay lived in her home, the headquarters of the Owl 
Foundation, with daily home care from 2012 to 2018, surrounded 
by the cats and owls she loved, until she required more care.

Kay was predeceased by her husband Larry, sister Betty Crowther 
(d. 2018) and brother Donald Clarke (d. 1988). Kay is survived 
by her children Genevieve and Rod MacFadyen; by her step-
children Sheila Legon and Derek McKeever and their families; by 
Betty’s children Anne, Susan, Richard, and Margie, and Donald’s 
children Gwen and Leith, and all their families.

Donations in memory of Kay may be sent to: The Owl Foundation, 
4117 21st St., Vineland Station ON L0R 2E0

Kay McKeever - photo from the Owl Foundation.

Leucistic Black-capped Chickadee near Glen Morris, 27 March 2019 
- photo George Sims. One interesting looking bird!
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Indigo Bunting at Greensville - 15 May 2019 - photo Linda Price.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Greensville - 15 May 2019 - photo Linda Price.
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HNC Reps Join Advocacy Campaign to Expand Protected Areas in Canada
by Gord McNulty 

In a rewarding experience, Angie and I visited Ottawa in early 
April to join naturalists from across the country in a campaign 

to expand protected areas in Canada. The initiative, led by Nature 
Canada and Ontario Nature, culminated on April 9 when 50 
representatives of 36 nature groups held 46 meetings with MPs of 
all parties on Parliament Hill.  

It was the first time that a cross-Canada network of nature 
organizations had mobilized an action campaign of this scale.   
In fact, more than 350 organizations --- including the HNC --- 
have endorsed a Protected Places Declaration urging the federal 
government to deliver on biodiversity targets adopted by Canada 
in 2015. 

The whirlwind agenda began with a ‘get acquainted’ and training 
session, followed by an intense schedule of Nature Day efforts to 
persuade parliamentarians to keep the ball rolling.   

The targets include protecting at least 17% of lands and inland 
waters, and 10 per cent of marine and coastal areas, by 2020.  
This amounts to doubling the current 10.6% of lands and inland 
waters, and 7.92% of coastal waters, now protected in Canada.  
A giant billboard version of the Protected Areas Declaration 
was presented to Environment Minister Catherine McKenna at 
one of the meetings. In every session, participants invited the 
parliamentarians to realize we have ground to make up.  Canada 
is ranked last among the G7 in terms of percentage of lands 
and water protected.  We also lag behind Brazil (29.5%), China 
(17.1%) and Australia (17%). 

During the meetings, MPs were reminded that Canada stewards 
20% of the Earth’s wild forests, 24% of its wetland, and almost 
one-third of its land-stored carbon. Canada’s lakes, rivers, streams 
and wetlands hold 20% of the world’s freshwater.  Canada also has 
the world’s largest coastline and some of the global ocean’s most 
valuable deep-sea ecosystems. 

The urgency to take action is underlined by data from the 

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society showing that half 
of Canada’s mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish 
populations declined an average of 83% per cent between 1970 
and 2014.  Given Canada’s vast size, wealth and relatively small 
population, we should have a better record in safeguarding 
wildlife and nature.  Protecting wilderness is an essential solution. 

Anne Bell, Conservation & Education Director of Ontario 
Nature, and I, received an encouraging response in a meeting just 
before Question Period with Toronto-area Liberal MP Arif Virani 
(Parkdale-High Park).  It was a hectic time with Parliament in 
session, but Mr. Virani showed genuine interest. We appreciated 
that he made time for us in an unexpected setting: the MPs’ 
private lobby adjacent to the House of Commons.   

A meeting with Oakville North-Burlington MP Pam Damoff, had 
to be rescheduled because of the parliamentary busy timetable.  
Angie and I then met the Liberal MP at her constituency office 
on April 17 for an excellent discussion. She was very supportive. 
I think it’s fair to say that on environmental issues, Ms. Damoff 
gets it. 
Throughout the sessions, after thanking MPs for meeting with 
us, we requested they consider writing letters of support for the 
campaign to Environment Minister McKenna or Fisheries and 
Oceans Minister Jonathan Wilkinson; ask questions or make 
statements in the House; and inform constituents. 

Later, at a reception, Environment Minister McKenna mentioned 
the value of the Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark System in her 
remarks. She was supportive of the campaign, as was Sean Casey, 
a PEI MP who is Parliamentary Secretary to Mr. Wilkinson.

Some encouraging announcements followed the meetings.  The 
government moved to protect marine areas by announcing a total 
ban on oil and gas work, as well as mining, waste-dumping and 

bottom-trawling in 
all marine protected 
areas. It also 
announced official 
protection for the 
Laurentian Whale 
Passage off the coast 
of Newfoundland 
and Nova Scotia, 
where 20 species of 
whales and dolphins 
travel in this 
migratory passage 
every year.

Collective action improves the odds of trying to hold governments 
at all levels accountable for their decisions on conservation and 
the environment. The upcoming federal election provides a timely 
opportunity to encourage all candidates to make biodiversity a 
priority and try to stem the tide of vanishing wildlife.           

Nature Day participants, with Hector the Shark, gathered in front of the 
Centre Block on Apr. 9. The shark mascot underlined the need for stronger 

standards for marine protected areas. (Nature Canada).

Gord and Angie McNulty with Oakville North-
Burlington MP Pam Damoff at her office 17 

April, 2019. 
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An odd assemblage of animals at a feeder set-up in Pleasantview, Dundas - 21 April 2019 - photo Peter Hurrell.

My what black feet you have! Red Fox kit at University of Guelph Arboretum -12 April 2019 - photo Sarah Lamond.
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Photos by Bob 
Curry in Spring 

2019.

Merlin at South Shell Park Pier, Oakville - 22 February 2019 - photo Bob 
Curry.

Pink Lady's Slipper 
(Mocassin Flower) at 
Turkey Point -30 May 

2019 - photo Bob Curry.

American Snout 
at Laking Garden, 
RBG, 18 June 2019 
- photo Bob Curry.
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Moss Phlox at 
Turkey Point, 

Norfolk - 30 May 
2019 - photo Bob 

Curry.

Indian Cucumber 
Root at Backus 
Woods, Norfolk 
- 30 May 2019 - 

photo Bob Curry.

Twelve-spotted 
Tiger Beetle, 

Saugeen River at 
Paisley, Bruce - 11 
June 2019 - photo 

- Bob Curry.
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Giant Hogweed at Birkett Lane and River Road area, Brantford - 1 June 2019 - photo Bill Lamond. This alien plant is being closely monitored to prevent 
its spread in southern Ontario. Its sap can cause serious skin reactions. If you see it, make sure that conservation authorities are informed.

[HamiltonBirds] Two Good Sightings in Hamilton

While shopping at Fortinos early this afternoon in Dundas, from the parking lot, I had two 
good sightings, one better than the other. I ran into a Hamilton birding icon, a hero of mine, and 
good friend; one unfortunately, that I run into only occasionally anymore.

 Jim Dowall.........And as I was talking to him about current birding adventures and more so old 
times, my eyes were drawn upwards to a circling bird. A third year Bald Eagle fairly high. Still 
migrating I suspect. 

How coincidental is that! The JIDO sighting was the better of the two by far.

Sorry this isn’t exactly on topic, but to me it’s worth noting. A GREAT birder!

Terry Osborne
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WELO (West End of Lake Ontario) Survey Report for 13 April, 2019 
by Chris Motherwell, Co-ordinator 

As always, a strong thank you goes out to the 31 counters 
who continued with the monthly winter counts. There was 

also the Riverwood Conservancy bird walk participants who 
were with Luc Fazio for the Port Credit--J. C. Saddington Park & 
Mississauga--Ben Machree Park areas. The temperatures started 
in the single digits and reached 16oC in some areas, although 
it seemed cooler around the lake. There was no ice on the lake, 
winds low in the early AM, increasing to semi-high with high 
gusts, and sunny - great for IDing on the south shore and a bit 
trickier on the north shore being backlit. Only the Niagara 05 
area was not covered. 

The following is based on April 2019, 2018 and 2017 data in 
eBird, and as usual, total number of birds includes sp.s, domestics 
& hybrids, while the total number of species, does not. What is 
interesting when reviewing the numbers, is the dates for 2019 
and 2018 were 13th and 21st, respectively, and, although the 
temperatures for both dates were close, and both partly sunny, 
the winds were stronger this year. 

Of the 16 new species for April (have been seen in other months), 
six of these are new to the count: Pectoral Sandpiper, Little Gull, 
Great Horned Owl, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Brown Thrasher 
and Pine Warbler. This month’s species are: American Black 
Duck, Canvasback, Black Scoter, Iceland Gull, Bald Eagle, Sharp-
shinned Hawk, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Winter Wren, Ruby-
crowned Kinglet and Fox Sparrow. 

The total number of species was the highest overall for the count 
at 87. The number of birds was the second highest for the three 
April years at 19,259, with 2017 having 28,836 and 2018 way 
down at 6,342. 

Species of note for their high numbers were Red-breasted 
Merganser, up from 1,613 in 2017 to 4,175, there were 2,448 
Double-crested Cormorants this month, more than 1,700 than 
previous months. Other birds that had increases, especially 

more than in 2018 are: Horned Grebe, Bonaparte’s Gull, Turkey 
Vulture, Belted Kingfisher, Northern Flicker, Tree Swallow, Barn 
Swallow, Brown Creeper, Red-winged Blackbird, Brown-headed 
Cowbird and Common Grackle. 

On the opposite side, lower numbers were noted for a few species. 
For waterfowl like both White-winged Scoter, Long-tailed Duck, 
Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, Hooded Merganser, and 
Common Merganser, the trend they were following is moving 
on. As April 2017s count date was the 8th, there were more of 
these birds around, compared to five days later in 2019 and 8 
days later in 2018.

One species of note, 
the Fish Crow was first 
added to the count in 
April 2018 with two 
birds, while eight were 
found this month. 
Of the 29 missed birds, 
Trumpeter Swan, 
American Wigeon, 
Ring-necked Duck, 
Hooded Merganser, Ruddy Duck, American Kestrel, Pileated 
Woodpecker, Northern Mockingbird, Pine Siskin, American 
Tree Sparrow and White-throated Sparrow were some that may 
have been expected. 

Participants: Luc Fazio, Gord Watts, Robin Palin, Marvin 
Medelko, Bruce Campbell, Kai Millyard, Beth Jefferson, Mary 
Ellen Starodub, Joan Kotanen, Joan Wallace, Elaine Serena, Vicky 
Mason, Mary Beth Neibert, Christina Kovacs, Sarah Labrie, 
Sarah Richer, Jason Miller, Holly Dodds, Gwyneth Govers, 
Pauline Catling, Sarah Bonnett, Will Van Hemessen, Samantha 
Hughes , Don Snyder , Nancy Smith, Kathy Ellis, Dave Rooke, 
Judy Robins. 

It’s been a fun and interesting season, I’m looking forward to the 
next one, hope you will join us. Happy birding.
2019 2018

A while lot of ducks on Lake Ontario - photo Barry Cherriere.

Fish Crow at Sioux Lookout - 17 Aug - photo 
Bob Curry.
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2019 2018 2017  
   Apr Apr Apr High Year

Total Species (less sp.s) 87 66 71 87 2019
Number of Individuals (with sp.s) 19,259 6,342 28,836 28,836 2016

First time on Count (red) 6 4 19   
Species              
Cackling Goose   
Canada Goose 277 14 270 277 2019
Ross’s Goose   
Mute Swan 45 4 55 55 2017
Trumpeter Swan   
Tundra Swan   
Northern Shoveler 2 8 2 8 2018
Gadwall 7 6 22 22 2017
American Wigeon 2  2 2018
Mallard 106 27 167 167 2017
American Black Duck 2  2 2019
Green-winged Teal 1 8 8 2017
Canvasback 1  1 2019
Redhead 2 17 17 2017
Ring-necked Duck 2  2 2018
Greater Scaup 13 15 25 25 2017
Lesser Scaup 3 6  6 2018
King Eider   
Harlequin Duck   
Surf Scoter 122 3 88 122 2019
White-winged Scoter 289 12 2,093 2,093 2017
Black Scoter 5  5 2019
Long-tailed Duck 3,501 1,500 10,964 10,964 2017
Bufflehead 362 65 755 755 2017
Common Goldeneye 470 25 617 617 2017
Hooded Merganser 1  1 2018
Common Merganser 21 9 41 41 2017
Red-breasted Merganser 4,175 800 1,613 4,175 2019
Ruddy Duck 4 91 91 2017
Wild Turkey   
Horned Grebe 196 26 82 196 2019
Red-necked Grebe 2,413 125 2,378 2,413 2019
Pied-billed Grebe 1 1  
Rock Pigeon 135 200 358 358 2017
Mourning Dove 38 3 33 38 2019
Killdeer 17 1 10  
Spotted Sandpiper 1  1 2018
Pectoral Sandpiper 1   
Bonaparte’s Gull 860 16 388 860 2019
Ring-billed Gull 833 1,000 394 1,000 2018
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Herring Gull 115 10 117 117 2017
Iceland Gull 3  3 2019
Little Gull 1  1 2019
Lesser Black-backed Gull  2019
Great Black-backed Gull 8 1 6 8 2019
Glaucous Gull  2019
Caspian Tern 21 2 19 21 2019
Common Tern 1 1  1 2019
Red-throated Loon 2 2 2 2019
Common Loon 3 15 7 15 2018
Double-crested Cormorant 2,448 377 583 2,448 2019
Great Blue Heron 3 2 2 3 2019
Turkey Vulture 56 2 9 56 2019
Osprey 2 1 1 2 2019
Sharp-shinned Hawk 8  8 2019
Cooper’s Hawk 3 1  3 2019
Bald Eagle 3  3 2019
Red-tailed Hawk 6 1 1 6 2019
Rough-legged Hawk   
Northern Harrier 1 1 2017
American Kestrel   
Merlin 2 1 2 2019
Peregrine Falcon 2 3 3 2017
Snowy Owl 1  1 2018
Great Horned Owl 1  1 2019
Belted Kingfisher 19 2 6 19 2019
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 3  3 2019
Red-bellied Woodpecker 4 1 6 6 2017
Downy Woodpecker 23 2 11 23 2019
Hairy Woodpecker 3 1 1 3 2019
Pileated Woodpecker   
Northern Flicker 93 4 17 93 2019
Eastern Phoebe 3 2 26 26 2017
Blue Jay 19 1 7 19 2019
American Crow 14 2 24 24 2017
Fish Crow 8 2  8 2019
Common Raven 1 4 4 2017
Tree Swallow 97 14 32 97 2019
Barn Swallow 14 2 4 14 2019
Black-capped Chickadee 118 4 47 118 2019
Red-breasted Nuthatch 1  1 2019
White-breasted Nuthatch 7 2 16 16 2017
Brown Creeper 27 1 11 27 2019
Tufted Titmouse   
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2019 2018 2017  
   Apr Apr Apr High Year

Total Species (less sp.s) 87 66 71 87 2019
Number of Individuals (with sp.s) 19,259 6,342 28,836 28,836 2016

First time on Count (red) 6 4 19   
Species              
Winter Wren 2  2 2019
Carolina Wren 2 1 6 6 2017
Golden-crowned Kinglet 64 1 36 64 2019
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 5  5 2019
Hermit Thrush 2 1 2 2019
American Robin 242 8 120 242 2019
Cedar Waxwing 4 4 4 2019
Northern Mockingbird 2 2 2017
Brown Thrasher 1  1 2019
European Starling 275 23 156 275 2019
American Pipit   
House Finch 29 2 22 29 2019
American Goldfinch 53 5 10 53 2019
Common Redpoll   
Pine Siskin   
Snow Bunting   
Chipping Sparrow 5 2 5 2019
American Tree Sparrow 12 12 2017
Fox Sparrow 1  1 2019
Dark-eyed Junco 22 2 70 70 2017
White-throated Sparrow   
Savannah Sparrow 2 1   
Song Sparrow 115 15 114 115 2019
Eastern Towhee 2 1 2 2019
Red-winged Blackbird 485 19 134 485 2019
Brown-headed Cowbird 51 4 23 51 2019
Common Grackle 534 5 59 534 2019
Palm Warbler   
Yellow-rumped Warbler 2 2 2017
Pine Warbler 1   
Northern Cardinal 47 3 33 47 2019
House Sparrow 151 12 116 151 2019
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Beginner Birders Hike at Shell Park
by Peter Thoem
With much help from Lyn Hanna-Folkes I led a Hamilton Naturalists' Beginner Birders Hike to Shell Park this morning (13 April 
2019).  Unquestionably bird of the day was a Virginia Rail that flew low across the pipeline easement and took deep cover under a 
cedar hedge behind suburban back yards. 

On first sight of movement my reaction was Norway Rat! 

Then Lyn said, "It's a crake" ( Oh really?  Just where do you think we are ?) But then on closer inspection we managed to see a bit 
more of it and my thoughts turned to Montezuma or Gambels' Quail but dismissed them as seriously out of range. Finally able to 
make it out we were down to Sora or Virginia Rail and finally Virginia Rail. 

We were excited (as were the homeowners at the sight of 20 binoculars all pointing at their back yards), I explained to our compan-
ion birders that if you were to work at it you might see one Virginia Rail a year. This, I said, is absurd and quite sensational. 

Of course the reality is that this was no doubt a migrant who set down somewhere supposedly safe after a night's flying. It was no-
where near its preferred freshwater marsh habitat.

Nothing else on our list of about 30 mid-April species would meet our moderator's standard of notable.

Beginner Birders Hike at Shell Park, 13 April 2019 lead by Peter Thoem (5th from left) - photo Gerry Wright. This photo was taken about 15 minutes before 
the unusual sighting of a Virginia Rail.  The whole group got a good view of it and then moved away to avoid further stress to the bird.

HSA Nature Note - Weasel in Bluebird Nesting Box

Over the winter I had two Deer Mice quite happy, residing in a Tree Swallow nest box. 

Well, I went to clean out the box last week and just in side the door was a large collection 
of weasel scats and no mice. Hmmm! Now about a month ago I mentioned finding 
weasel scats in a similar bird nesting box up on the 10th line at the Dofasco Trail.
 
So again we find evidence of weasels visiting the “mouse house”. Not a surprise. Mice 
stink and a weasel should have no problem in tracking them down. 

So I assume that the weasel ate my two friends but with the amount of scat in the box it 
looks like the weasel made a bit of a habit in visiting the box. I guess it liked its privacy. 
Over the winter it was easy to find weasel tracks on the snow through the cattails in close proximity to the next box in question. 

Bird house keepers, if you don’t want mice either block the hole for the winter or leave the door wide open for the winter.
By the time the winter is over the mice have pretty well ruined the box with urine anyways if you let them in. 
Now if you like weasels. Who doesn’t. Think of building little boxes for mice and place them low down on wooden fence posts 
and both the mice and weasels will visit - Bruce Mackenzie.

Deer Mice (Peromyscus sp.) in 
Bluebird nest Box - photo Bruce 

Mackenzie.
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Some Point Pelee 
Photos in 2019 by Sarah 

Lamond.

Chuck-wills-widow at Point Pelee - 12 May 2019.

Kentucky Warbler at Point Pelee, 9 May 2019.

Great Crested Flycatcher at Point Pelee, 8 May 2019.

Philadelphia Vireo at Point Pelee, 10 May 2019.

Swans at Point Pelee, Three Trumpeter and one Tundra. 4 
May 2019

Prothonotary Warbler at Point Pelee, 5 May 2019.
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Summer Tanager at Pelee Drive, 11 May 2019. 

Piping Plover at Point Pelee - 9 May 2019.

Battling Toms at Point Pelee, 7 May 2019.

Eastern Whip-poor-will at Point Pelee, 11 May 2019.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Point Pelee, 4 May 
2019.
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Black-crowned Night Heron 
at Onion Fields, Point Pelee 

- 8 May 2019.

What big eyes you 
have! Wood Thrush 

at Point Pelee, 9 
May 2019.

Prairie Warbler at Point 
Pelee, 1 May 2019.
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HNC Crossing Cootes 2019
by Bronwen Tregunno

We had a beautiful day for our Spencer Creek to Bayfront 
Park canoe trip that took about 20 of us through Cootes 

Paradise on 22 June. The waters were calm and the wind was 
gentle which made for a perfect paddling day.  

Dana Boyter from Outdoor Adventures Hamilton arranged this 
fundraiser for our 100th Anniversary. We met at Bayfront Park 
where Dana arranged a bus to take us to our starting point at 
Canadian Tire parking lot where rented canoes were waiting for 
us. Those who had their own kayaks and canoes left them there 
before heading to Bayfront Park. Water level was very high this 
year which made it possible for us to take this long beautiful trip.  
I went with Matt Mills who was raised in this area. He recalled 
how most years you could walk across the creek even this time 
of year with not problem. We saw mink, turtles, eagles, Caspian 
Terns and a lot of wildlife including Mute Swans who were quick 
to warn us off their nesting area. 

I didn’t bring my camera but Dennis Price took some great shots 
and he and Debbie Lindeman paddled in front of us. Of course 

by the time we hit the marsh area we all scattered about searching 
the small bays for baby geese and sunning turtles. We saw the 

RBG canoeing group along the way who has 
left from the launch on the north shore. Some 
took a rest at Princess Point to have a snack 
and wander around. Crossing the carp barrier 
was very easy and didn’t require a portage. We 
were able to cross the rock barrier by sliding 
our canoes over some wood some considerate 
person. Matt and I did exploring along the 
shore towards Spring Garden Road, where we saw a lot of turtles 
basking in the sun. We headed back enjoying watching the sailing 
club doing some tacking exercises. 

We had a few very gentle wakes from passing motor boats when 
we crossed Burlington Bay and Matt was ready to head the canoe 
into them but they were so small we didn’t need to worry. Motor 
boats were very considerate and went slow as they were leaving 
the boat ramp at Bayfront Park. 

It was a bit worrying planning this event in the face of the very 
changeable weather we had this Spring but as it turned out it 
couldn’t be more perfect as a celebration of our centenary. Its not 
the first time HNC has gone canoeing as I found a wonderful 
picture in our archives that The Hamilton Spectator took in June 
1936. Wouldn’t it be great if we could make this an annual June 
event! 

Many thanks to Dana Boyter who made this all possible. 

Crossing Cootes Paradise, 22 June 2019 - photo Dennis Price.

Bronwen Tregunno.

Red-eared Slider basking in Burlington Bay, 22 June 2019 - 
photo Dennis Price.

The incredible vista at Cootes Paradise - 22 June 2019 - 
photo Dennis Price.

Canoeing Cootes Paradise - 22 June 2019 - photo Dennis 
Price.
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HNC’s Canoe Trip into Paradise
by Dennis Price

This is an account of a canoe outing that the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club held on June 22, and somehow arranged to 

have perfect weather.  I think that the excellent weather was a gift 
from Mother Nature in recognition of our 100th anniversary year.  
Yes, with all the rain and chilly periods we all have put up with 
this Spring, we deserved this.  

The plan was to canoe down Spencer Creek to where it feeds 
into Cootes Paradise, then explore Cootes as we make the way of 
our choosing to the fishway, then a small portage into Hamilton 
Harbour and finally end up at Bayfront Park.  Those who brought 
their own canoe or kayak met by 9:00 a.m. in Dundas at a parking 
spot at Dundas St. and Cootes Dr. adjacent to Spencer Creek.  
There we unloaded our canoes and kayaks, then drove to meet 
a waiting bus at Bayfront Park. Others were taking the option of 
renting a canoe, previously arranged, drove directly to Bayfront 
Park.  This way, we all got a ride to the starting point.

Now, I must clarify that when I speak of canoes I also mean 

kayaks, because some brought their kayaks. Me, being a canoe 
lover, will choose to refer to both crafts as canoes.  

So, the exciting trip begins.  One by one each pair of participants 
carried their canoe a short distance to the creek. The creek was a 
little shallow and swift at the start so we put the canoes into the 
water and lined them, using ropes, along the shore to a spot about 
30 metres along where it was deeper and calmer, making it easier 
to board.  Some did launch their canoe/kayak by wading in at the 
first approach to the creek.  

Underway, we were all amazed by the serene beauty that lay before 
us as we gently canoed along Spencer Creek. We were serenaded 
by a host of birds that showed us how spectacular nature can be.  
No sound of traffic or evidence of people’s homes - just nature in 
all its glory.  Actually busy city roads were very close by. There 
was the odd tree limb to navigate around and one leaning tree we 
were able to go directly under. Then we canoed under the bridge 
at Cootes Drive and on to Cootes Paradise.

Paddling Spencer Creek, 22 June 2019 - photo Dennis Price.
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HSA Nature Note – Amphibians on McLean School Rd and McPherson School Rd, Brant County
We had lots of amphibians tonight (7 April 2019) on McLean School Road and McPherson School Road, south of Glen Morris. We 
had lots of Spring Peepers, Western Chorus Frogs, Wood Frogs, Green Frogs and Leopard Frogs all crossing the roads and Peepers, 
Chorus Frogs and Wood Frogs singing as well. We also had three species of 
salamanders: 16 Blue-spotted, 2 Spotted and 2 Eastern Newts all crossing the 
roads. A much better night tonight than last night!  – Sarah Lamond.

I went out immediately after (7 April) Sarah had gone to this area as it was a 
warmish night and was raining. I got to the area about 11:30. I saw a couple of 
d.o.r. toads on Blue Lake Rd and a couple of live ones. They were moving very 
slowly. Also several Leopard Frogs (10) on the move on this road, about half 
d.o.r. and the living I rescued. Almost all were quite large. Quite a chorus of 
Wood Frogs near the intersection of Blue Lake Rd and McPherson School Rd. 
On McPherson Rd in the good spot south of McLean School Rd, I saw 10 Blue- spotted Salamanders crossing the road, with 
most of them moving pretty fast and all of them crossing in the same direction, going to the east. Also a Spring Peeper on 
road and then something that confused me at first. I thought it was a large peeper but it looked lumpy and emaciated but when 
I picked it up and saw the yellow underneath I realized it was just a normal-looking smallish Gray Treefrog. There was a good 
chorus of Chorus Frogs and peepers here but only a few Wood Frogs were calling. Very little on McLean School Rd. About two 
d.o.r. Blue-spotted Salamanders and two live ones plus about 4 Wood Frogs, two smallish Green Frogs and one area had four 
large Leopard Frogs all crossing the road, close together in the same direction. No Leopard Frogs or American Toads were 
singing. Certainly too cold for toads to be singing. Overall, the frog chorus was not that great, maybe a bit better than the night 
before when we were out as well. 

I stopped for almost everything and took them off the road but I guess there was no need as not one car passed in the 90 minutes 
I was there. So between the two groups we saw seven species of frogs and 28 Blue-spotted Salamanders, two Eastern Newts and 
two Yellow-spotted Salamanders. Odd that there was so little calling in the Beverly Swamp area as reported by Paul Smith but 
the flat topography of the Beverly Swamp has something to do with it  – Bill Lamond

Double-crested Cormorant eating catfish - photo William Olenek. See note on next page about this award-winning photograph.

Blue-spotted Salamander on McPherson Rd,  7 
April 2019 - photo Sarah Lamond.
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ROM Wildlife Photographer of the Year Award goes to Hamilton Teen
by Jeff Mahoney - The Hamilton Spectator

The cormorant has swooped down, its lower body splashing 
up a flash of bright beads on the water's surface, its wings 

flared like open gull doors on a sports car (shouldn't that be the 
other way around?).

In the vise of the bird's triumphant mouth, a fish finds itself 
hopelessly clamped, about to be swallowed, ruining (for it) a 
beautifully sunny afternoon, the light of which is impounded so 
faithfully in the shot. It all happened in a brief flurry of wildlife 
drama, mere seconds (if that) from beginning to end. But William 
Olenek was there, as he so often seems to be, to capture it.

It's not just Olenek's opportunism that impresses; it's also the 
unerring eye, the instincts — both creative and technical — and the 
striking results that end up in the final images of his photography. 
And so, at the young age of 17, Olenek finds himself, or rather one 
of his images, on the prestigious walls of the ROM.

Earlier this month, Olenek, a Grade 12 student at Westdale 
Secondary, won the prestigious Royal Ontario Museum youth 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year award.

Bird catches fish, Olenek catches bird, ROM catches Olenek. 
And you can catch it all on Bloor Street in Toronto. A win for 
all concerned — except the fish. "It actually wasn't my favourite 
picture," says Olenek of the cormorant shot, one of several he 
submitted (see photo on previous page).

He shows me another, of a juvenile Bald Eagle that appears to be 
flying straight at him fearsomely, its wings parallel to the ground, 
its seemingly fierce eyes staring. His mother, Katherine Smith, has 
a theory. It was trying to thank him for helping the environment.
"It was harder to get," says Olenek. "But I can see why they 
chose the Double-crested Cormorant picture," adding that the 
excitement of the cormorant shot was compounded by another 
bird, out of the frame, coming in behind to try to steal the catch. 
The picture has drama, great lines, sharpness, and terrific light 
registers and composition. The judges also liked that he went not 
for an exotic avian subject but the cormorant, so common here, 
though no less majestic for that.

The ROM award isn't Olenek's first distinction. A naturalist, 
environmentalist and birdwatcher from childhood, Olenek has 
volunteered with Stewards of Cootes Watershed, helping with 
cleanups and other projects. For that and other efforts, he was 
named Youth Volunteer of the Year, Dundas, several years ago 
and more recently Youth Volunteer of the Year, Hamilton.

"It (his love of wildlife and nature) really started when I was at my 
aunt's cottage," says Olenek. "I watched 'Free Willy' and really got 
into the orca whale."

And, sure enough, looking through his amazing photographs,  
find several whales, including a fantastic shot of a Humpback's 
flukes rising rhapsodically from the Pacific Ocean.

Olenek travels — he's been to Alaska, Cuba, Costa Rica among 

other locales — and wherever he goes, his camera does too, and 
it's a beauty. A Nikon D700 that his extended family gave him for 
a present as he was showing such promise with his photography. 
"I just enjoy it," he says of photography. "I do mostly birds but other 
animals as well. Tree rats and iguanas in Cuba. And whales (and 
Whale Sharks, a school of Pacific White dolphins, wild mink). I 
occasionally take pictures of garbage to show what we're doing to 
our environment."

The birds are his long suit. And does he ever get them. There 
are great photos of Barn Swallows mating, a Great Blue Heron, 
Long-tailed Ducks, White-breasted Nuthatch, Trumpeter Swan, 
egrets, Yellow Warblers and more. Some of his best are of Bald 
Eagles, mostly ones from the nest on RBG lands here, and he 
catches them in a splendid choreography of gestures, poses and 
movements.

Olenek's winning photograph, taken in January this year, won 
out over more than 1,000 other submissions. The prize included 
a Canon 6D Mark II. "I think it was more like 1,500," mother 
Katherine interjects. I think she's a bit proud. Can you blame her?

President's Message to William Olenek
Hello William
Just saw the article in The Spec today that tells how you won the 
ROM’s Youth Wildlife Photographer of the year! Wonderful news!  
It says your mother is proud and I must say that we all are too!  I 
love how you picked a cormorant as your subject especially since 
they are under threat with the Ontario cormorant hunt coming 
through this Spring. What a great shot!

Congratulations again!

Bronwen Tregunno
President
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club

William Olenek, a young member of the HNC, won the Royal Ontario 
Museum's prestigious youth Wildlife Photographer of the year award - 

photo John Rennison.
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[HamiltonBirds] Lift Bridge Peregrines Today - 26 June 2019
 by Barry Cherriere  

I was observing the growing family of the peregrines at the Burlington Lift Bridge today, as I have since the 
youngsters first took flight starting on June 9th, one at a time, about three days apart with the last fledgling 

off the nest on June 13th.

 All three of the fledglings are still around. If you recall we have two females and one male. There are no names 
or bands associated with these birds. I have always referred to this peregrine nesting sight as the "no frills" site, 
due to the no media coverage and no camera monitoring of the nest. In my mind it is one of the best sites to 
observe the comings and goings of the youngsters as they develop their hunting skills.

 I have included a couple of images that I took today. One is of one of the two juvenile females, and two of the adult female 
named "Jo" from Michigan. This is only her third year being here at this site. She is carrying food in one image and perched low 
on the hydro tower.

Barry 
Cherriere.

Jo on hydro tower near Lift Bridge nest - 26 June 2019 - photo 
Barry Cherriere.

Jo bringing food to fledglings - 26 June 2019 - photo Barry 
Cherriere.

Juvenile female Peregrine Falcon at Lift Bridge - 26 June 2019 - photo Barry 
Cherriere.
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American Avocets at Burlington - 27 April 2019 - photo Joanne Redwood.

Thistle Tortoise Beetle in Flamborough - 27 May 2019 - photo 
Joanne Redwood.

Virginia Opossum at Saltfleet Twp, 29 May 2019 - photo Joanne 
Redwood.

Nodding Trillium, north Bruce County - 11 June 2019 - photo 
Joanne Redwood.

Variegated Meadowhawk at Oliphant, 22 June 2019 - photo 
Joanne Redwood.

Photos in 
Spring 2019 by 

Joanne Redwood.
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  The HNC’s Centenary Book 
 

Here is the cover of our HNC Centenary book, that is now ready for 
layout and printing over the summer, and all being well, will be launched 
at our first meeting in September.
More than 70 members have contributed stories and beautiful photos for 
this special book commemorating the 100 years of our club. We are 
confident that you will enjoy the reminiscences of our friends and the 
accounts of many brilliant and worthwhile projects that club members 
have undertaken during this time. Many of you will remember these and 
may also have been participants:  the fun times that we have enjoyed and 
the special friends that we have made. 
We will print 150 copies, plan to buy yours soon!


