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Hello,

Editor's Note: I decided to publish the following note word for word from the previous report just to get the message 
across for the new format for the Noteworthy Bird Records.

This is the new format of the Noteworthy Bird Records for the Hamilton Naturalists's Club. After more than 70 years 
of  bird records being published almost monthly in the Wood Duck, the journal of the HNC, they are now published 
in a separate publication. Seventy years is a very long time and it is with heavy heart that I break with this tradition. 
It was not done without a lot of reflection. I would have preferred that the NBR continue in the Wood Duck as before, 
but these records were taking up more and more space in that publication and perhaps limiting the inclusion of other 
articles. To try to reduce the size of the NBR, I had taken to making the type face smaller and smaller which was making 
it increasingly difficult to read (difficult enough already with the reams and reams of records). I had asked for comments 
from Club members about whether or not they wanted to see the NBR continue within the Wood Duck or in a separate 
format. I did not get many replies. However, of those few replies, all of them suggested removing the NBR from the Wood 
Duck. This is what I have done. I have made this decision while I am still a co-editor of the Wood Duck. Soon I will no 
longer be the editor and I cannot expect future editors to publish these voluminous reports.

So essentially this change  was entirely due to the size that these reports have become. Why are these reports so much 
larger? I look back at old Wood Ducks and see in the May 1951 issue (Vol. 4, No. 9) that bird records took up a page and a 
half with 13 birders contributing.  In the May 1980 issue (Vol. 33, No. 9) the NBR took up three pages with 42 contributors. 
In April 2000 (Vol. 53, No. 8) the NBR took up five pages and there were 60 contributors. There was certainly a gradual 
increase in the number of birders, and the reports still had to be compiled by the NBR editor who requested submissions 
from individuals or gathered records from word-of-mouth or various hotlines, formal and informal. All that changed 
with the advent of eBird coinciding with a great increase in birding. No longer did records have to be submitted to the 
NBR compiler to be noted. They could easily be seen in the eBird database. In the past, casual birders, especially those 
not members of the HNC, often maintained their own records privately. With eBird they were encouraged to get these 
records into a public database and without a doubt, eBird has heightened the interest of hordes of casual birders and 
turned many of these birders into very active birders. One only has to look at the number of contributors to this Fall 
2020 report to see this explosion in birding and record-keeping. Over 330 individuals contributed records to this report, 
almost all of them unknowingly. 

Of course I could have opted to keep the NBR simple and just record first and last dates, the rarities and a few sample 
high counts. However, I would like this report to be as complete as possible and distill from eBird all the notable records 
– separate the wheat from the chaff. Additionally, there are still many HNC members who do not use eBird and who 
report their sightings through HamiltonBirds or that new variant Discord. Of course those records are included here as 
well, as are records from the few people who still, "god bless them", report there sightings directly to me. 

The benefits of this change is that the data will be more readable if for no other reason than for larger type. Of course it 
is a pdf so you can make the type as large as you want. As I am now removed from the shackles of limited space, I can 
therefore include more photos and larger photos in an attempt to make the publication as appealing as possible. And I 
can include more annotation of sightings where before I was hampered knowing the report was already too long.

I had considered the possibility of actually printing several copies of this new format separately for interested parties. 
However, it would seem doubtful that enough people would want to pay the cost for such a limited-run publication 
considering the mailing costs as well. The HNC certainly does not have the money to cover this additional printing cost. 
Nonetheless, most readers are certainly well positioned to print a copy of this pdf for their home use although it would 
entail a fair bit of money in ink/toner cost, especially if printed in colour!

I hope most of you can abide by this new format. I know there are a few HNC members who do not own a computer 
and thus will no longer see NBR. This I regret. Perhaps something can be done to accommodate these people. I always 
welcome feedback to improve this publication.
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Noteworthy Bird Records — December - February (Winter) 2020/21 
by BILL LAMOND

UNDERLINED SPECIES OR DATES require documentation to be submitted to the Hamilton Bird Records Committee 
[HBRC] (Barb Charlton, Bob Curry, Rob Dobos, Bill Lamond, Ross Wood). Those records where documentation 
has been received are marked with a double asterisk “**”. Records where documentation has not been received are 
marked with a double pound “##”. The Date Guide to the Birds of the Hamilton Study Area  gives documentation dates 
for all species. It can be obtained at HNC Monthly Meetings or Bird Study Group meetings for $5.00. They can also 
be ordered from me at bill-lamond@hotmail.com. I will mail you a copy. It can also be downloaded for free from the 
Club website.
Underlined species below are geographic rarities in the Hamilton area. These rarities are listed in the new Date Guide 
but also in the Hamilton Area Bird Checklist 2019, which is available at Club meetings for $2.00 each. The Checklist 
can also be downloaded from the website for free.
Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. For species marked with “#”, all 
reported records for the period are listed. For all other species, only highlights are listed. Note that the species order 
follows the most recent American Ornithological Society's (AOS) checklist and supplements.

Legend:
*  - first occurrence for the year
F - first migration occurrence
L - last migration occurrence
{photo} - photographed
SM - singing male
NFC - nocturnal flight call
SWP - storm water pond
Conc - Concession
**  - documentation received
## - documentation not received

Plumages, etc.:

m. - male
f. - female
ad. - adult
ba. - basic
alt. - alternate
imm. - immature
juv. - juvenile
1st  yr. - first year
yg. - young

County/Region/City:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Norfolk [NF]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

Observers: Alfred Adamo (AA),  Isabel Apkarian (IA), Marilyn Armstrong (MA), Nate Badger (NBa), 
Heather Bagg (HB), Andrew Bailey (AB), Gregory Ball (GBa), Cody Bassindale (CB), Robert Baumander 
(RBau), Eildert Beeftink (EB), Michelle Beltran (MBe), Andrew Bendall (ABe), Carolyn Bennett (CaB), 
Connor Bennett (CBe), Wayne Bennett (WBe), Patrick Berens (PB), Luke Berg (LB), Myriam Berube 
(MBer), Kristen Bill (KBi), Gerald Bloemendal (GBl), Jerry Bloom (JBl), Laura Bond (LBo), Nolan 
Boronka (NB), Mike Boyd (MBo), David Brewer (DB), David Britton (DBr), Jessica Brousseau (JBr), 
George Bryant (GB), Rob Buchanan (RB), Marcus Buck (MBu), Shannon Buck (SBu), Alvan Buckley 
(ABu), Wayne Bullock (WB), Dan Bunner (DBu), Ken Burrell (KB), Heather Burrow (HBu), Anne 
Burghardt (AnB), Peter Byerlay (PBy), Mike Cadman (MC), Ezra Campanelli (EC), Adam Capparelli 
(AC), Virginia Carey (VC), Geoff Carpentier (GCa), Alain Carriere (ACa), Simon Carter (SCa), Pauline 
Catling (PaC), MaryAnn Cervin-Lawry (MCL), Adam Chambers (ACh), Barb Charlton (BCha), Barry 
Cherriere (BCh), Sally Cheung (SC), Jon Clayton (JC), Jessica Clegg (JCl), Abby Ciona (ACi), Curtis 
Combdon (CCo), Pamela Cooley (PCo), Barry Coombs (BCo), Tina Cooper (TC), Brandon Corbett 
(BrC), Holly Corbett (HC), Mark Cranford  (MCr), Rob Crawford (RCr), Melissa Creasey (MeC), Bill 
Crins (BCr), Bob Cumming (BCu), Bob Curry (BC), Jeni Darling (JD), Sandy Darling (SD), Ken Dance 
(KD), Lesley Daufenbach (LD), Stephanie Dearing (SDe), Helen Desjardins (HD), Matthew DeWalle 
(MD), Keith Dieroff (KDi), Dennis Dirigal (DDi), Rob Dobos (RD), Darko Dodig (DDo), Andrew 
Don (AD), Dave Don (DD), Andrea Duszczyszyn (ADu), Paul Eagles (PE), Jennifer Early (JE), Cheryl 
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Edgecombe (CE), Karla Edwards (KEd), Christine Elliott (ChE), Kevin Empey (KE), Deena Errampelli 
(DE), Nolan Evans (NE), Karla Everard (KEv), Jean Farnan (JF), Neil Faulkenham (NFa), Luc Fazio (LF), 
Ishira Fernando (IF), Alison Forde (AF), Brett Forsyth (BFo), Jill Forsythe (JFo), Lev Frid (LFr), Brett 
Fried (BF), Carlos Furtado (CFu), Ida Furtado (IFu), Denys Gardiner (DG), Kathleen Gardiner (KG), 
Sharon Gardiner (SG), David Gascoigne (DGa), Gerry Gerich (GG), Gwyneth Govers (GGo),  Leanne 
Grieves (LG), Amanda Guercio (AG), George Hadler (GHa), Todd Hagedorn (TH), Jillian Haight (JiH), 
Mike Hallett (MH), Pat Hare (PH), Marlene Hart (MHa), Kiel Hassanali (KiH), Sandra Hawkins (SHa), 
Karl Heide (KH), Erika Hentsch (EHe), Georg Hentsch (GH), Jim Hignell (JHi), Shannon Hingston 
(SHi), James Hoffman (JHo), Peter Hogenberk (PHo), Kathryn Hoo (KHoo), Michael Holder (MiH), 
Carol Horvat (CH), Heather Hosten (HH), Nathan Hood (NH), Jerry Horak (JH), Ellen Horak (EH), 
Kyle Horner (KHo), Janice House (JHo), Bridget Hribljan (BHr), Jackson Hudecki (JHu), Randy Husson 
(RH), Jean Iron (JI), Mourad Jabra (MJa), Tess Jackes (TJ), Marcie Jacklin (MJac), Remus James (RJ), Ian 
Jarvie (IJ), Kiah Jasper (KJ), Beth Jefferson (BJ), Mark Jennings (MJ), Dawn Johnson (DJ), Carol Jones 
(CJ), Andrea Kauppinen (AK), Andrew Keaveney (AKe), Margaret Kelch (MK), James Kennerly (JK), 
Rowan Keunen (RK), William Konze (WK), Christina Kovacs (CK), Billi Krochuk (BKr), Bill Lamond 
(BL), Eric Lamond (EL), Sarah Lamond (SL), Peter Landry (PL), Ina Legzdins (IL), Laura Legzdins 
(LL), Markus Legzdins (MaL), James Lees (JL), Mike Lepage (MLe), Ross Little (RLi), Michelle Locke 
(MLo), Rick Ludkin (RL), Rod MacDonald (RMac), April Mattinson (AM), Mike MacLeod (MMac), 
Dan MacNeal (DMac), Dave Maida (DM), Catherine Manschot (CMa), Sheldon McGregor (SMc), 
Nancy McPherson (NMc), Janet Medelko (JMe), Marvin Medelko (MMe),  Jason Miller (JM), Tom 
Miller (TM), Matt Mills (MM), Kai Millyard (KMi), Joe Minor (JMi), Brian Mishell (BMi), David 
Moffatt (DMo), Norma Moores (NMo), Angelique Mori (AMo), Chris Motherwell (CM), Ken Musgrave 
(KMu), George Naylor (GN), Josh Nieuwenhuis (JN), Andrew Nguyen (ANg), Mike Norton (MN), 
Kelly-Sue O’Connor (KO), Ben Oldfield (BO), Eila O'Neil (EO), Diana Pakkala (DPa), Rob Palin (RPa), 
Mike Partridge (MiP), Mark Peck (MP), Rose Petersen (RPe), Bridget Pilon (BP), Ron Pittaway (RPi), 
Jason Pizzey (JPi), Frank Pointer (FP), Winston Poon (WP), Richard Poort (RPo), Anna Porter (APo), 
Rob Porter (RP), Alex Post (AP), Dean Post (DP), Steven Price (SP), George Prieksaitis (GPr), Patricia 
Quackenbush (PQ), Luke Raso (LR), Bill Read (BRe), Joanne Redwood (JR), Colleen Reilly (CR), Bert 
Richards (BR), Nicole Richardson (NR), Sarah Richer (SR), Garth Riley (GRi), Paul Riss (PR), Allison 
Roberts (AR), Dorlisa Robinson (DR), Emily Rondel (ER), Cathy Rowcliffe (CRo), Greg Salter (GSa), 
Yves Scholten (YS), Caleb Scholtens (CSc), Peter Scholtens (PSc), Julie Scott (JuS), James Scott (JSco), 
Eva Schorer (ESc), Gis Segler (GSe), Max Segler (MSe), Kevin Seymour (KSe), George Sims (GSi), Joan 
Sims (JSi), Evan Sinclair (ESi), Janet Sippel (JSip), Jeff Skevington (JSk), Richard Skevington (RSk), 
Glenda Slessor (GS), Ian Smith (IS), Nancy Smith (NS), Paul Smith (PS), Faye Socholotiuk (FSo), Jay 
Solanki (JS), Kevin Sooley (KS), Peter Sproule (PSp), Laurie Stacey (LS), Bob Stamp (BS), Chris Street 
(CSt), Paul Strong (PSt), Rick Stroud (RiS), Greg Stuart (GSt), Lisa Teskey (LTe), Gerald Tetreault (GT), 
Cameron Thomson (CT), Liam Thorne (LT), Matthew Tobey (MT),  Patricia Tuck (PTu),  Rohan van 
Twest (RvT), Tayler Umb (TU), Fred Urie (FU), Josh Vandermeulen (JV), Will Van Hemessen (WVH), 
Sandra Van Hullenaar (SVH), Wendy Veldman (WV), Mike Veltri (MV), Phil Waggett (PW), Mike 
Waldhuber (MW), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Jim Watt (JWa), David Watters (DW), Gord Watts (GW), 
WELO (West-end Lake Ontario IBA survey), Wendy Veldman (WV), Gavin Wells (GWe), Amanda 
Whitelaw (AWh), Alessandra Wilcox (AWi), Christine Wilson (CW), Karen Wood (KWo), Ross Wood 
(RWo), Valerie Wyatt (VW), Nick Yaremchuk (NY), Anthony Zammit (AZ), many observers (m.obs.).
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Snow Goose#: Flock of 50 over Oakville 2 Dec (MaL) – it 
is possible, given the late date and high numbers, that this 
flock was the Greater Snow Goose subspecies; one at Alton 
Pond, Burlington 11-18 Dec (BO); one at Millcroft Pond, 
Oakville 11-13 Dec (MJ,m.obs.); one at Spencer Smith Park 
14 Dec (RJ); one at Winston Churchill Blvd, N of Steeles 
23 Dec (JMe,MMe); two at Great Lakes/Rebecca SWP [HL] 
27-29 (MJ,m.obs.); one at Danby Rd, Georgetown [HL] 29-
30 Dec (JC); one at Winston Churchill Dr and Artesian Dr 
SWP [HL] 9 Jan (ACh); one at Athabasca Pond, Oakville 
15-21 Jan {photo} (PH,m.obs.); two at Walkers Line, S of 
Sideroad 2 [HL] 20 Jan (CSt); two at Bronte Harbour 27 Jan 
(MJ); one at Oakville Harbour 31 Jan (MJ); one at Britannia 
Rd, Milton 14 Feb (MJa); one at Shortreed Cres, Milton 15 
Feb {photo} (EB); all of the Halton observations above likely 
pertain to the same two (or three) white-morph Snow Geese 
that were moving around with flocks of Canadas; two (ad. 
white and white juv.) at York [HD] 1 Jan (AMo); one white 
ad. at Caledonia [HD] 6 Jan (GSa); three (2 ad. white and 
white juv.) at Kinsmen Park, Caledonia 8 Feb (CJ); three at 
Rotary Riverside Trail [HD] 12 Feb (AnB); three (2 ad. white 
and white juv.) at Brant Rd 18, east of Cockshutt Rd [BR] 
14-28 Feb (BL,m.obs.). These birds were also seen on 27 
Feb at Scarfe Ave on the Grand River, Brantford (IFu,CFu) 
– the three birds along the Grand River in Caledonia, 
were certainly the same birds that met up and eventually 
moved upriver to the Brantford area; one on Lake at Green 
Rd [HM] 17 Jan (KB); 23 (all white morph) over Grimsby 
25 Feb F (LMac/DE). These were likely the Greater Snow 
Goose subspecies as there were no blue morph present.

Ross’s Goose#: The long-staying pair of juv. stayed 
throughout the period at Bayfront Park, rarely being seen 
apart (m.obs.).
Cackling Goose: Eight at Osprey Marsh [PL] 11 Dec 
{photo} (DR); nine at Christie C.A. [HM] 12 Dec (MJa/
SMc) and 11 there 18 Dec (SMc,BL); six at S.C. Johnson 
Trail above Wilkes Dam, Brantford 3 Jan (SL,BL); 11 over 
east Hamilton 15 Jan (RPo); six at Bronte Harbour 28 Jan 
(MJ); 12 at Kinsmen Park, Caledonia [HD] 10 Feb (RBau); 

nine at Desjardins Canal, Dundas 15 Feb {photo} (JR).

Mute Swan: One at Caledonia [HD] 1 Dec – 28 Feb 
(GN,m.obs.); one at Grand River, Brantford 1 Dec – 28 Feb 
(JPi,m.obs.); three at Puslinch Lake [WL] 12 Dec (TH) and 
five there 6 Jan (DMac); four at Valens C.A. [HM] 13 Dec 
(LG); three at Heritage Park, SW of Aberfoyle [WL] 17 Dec 
(JSip); 28 at Bayfront Park 22 Dec (JL); 33 at Bronte Harbour 
1 Jan (MJ); six at Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] 16 Jan (MiP); two 
at River Bluffs Park, Cambridge 16 Jan (NBa); one on Grand 
River at Glen Morris [BR] 29 Jan – 14 Feb  (JL/EH,JH); one 
on Grand River at York [HD] 10 Feb (RL) and two on Grand 
River between Caledonia and York 25 Feb (RL).
Tundra Swan: Eight at Valens C.A. [HM] 1 Dec (RK); 
26 over Glen Morris [BR] 6 Dec (JV); eight off Woodland 
Cemetery 6 Dec (MJ); five at LaSalle Park 17 Dec (LFr,AG) 
and 10 there 27 Feb (JR); 11 at CCIW 20 Dec (SMc,MBu); 
four on Lake at Grays Rd [HM] 21 Dec (MJa et al.); 44 
south-bound migrants over Mohawk Lake, Brantford 21 
Dec L (BL); three at 10th Road E, S of Ridge Rd [HM] 2 
Jan (RB); four at Bayfront Park 3 Jan (LT,EC); one at Alton 
Ponds, Burlington 11 Jan {photo} (MCL); 22 at County Rd 
9, Hagersville [HD] 17 Jan (MJa); eight on Grand River at 
Glen Morris [BR] 29 Jan – 7 Feb (JL,m.obs.) and four there 
24 Feb (JL); seven over Brantford 24 Feb F {photo} (ACi); 
23 over Rialto Ct, Hamilton 25 Feb (SCa); 34 over Dofasco 
Trail at 11th Road E [HM] 28 Feb (SCa); 47 over Oxbow Rd, 
[BR] 28 Feb (BL).
Swan species: 40 south over Brantford  7 Jan (JHi). While 
Trumpeter Swans cannot be ruled out, it seems almost certain 
that these were migrating Tundra Swans. There were still 
many Tundra Swans to the north in Lake Simcoe at this time 
and it is possible that these 40 birds were from that area.
Trumpeter Swan: 21 at Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] 7 Dec 
(PB) and 27 there 26 Feb (PB); 14 at Valens C.A. [HM] 7 Dec 
(RK); 62 off CCIW 23 Dec (SC,KHo); 106 at LaSalle Marina 
23 Dec (KSe,GSt); three on Grand River at Oxbow Rd [BR] 
6 Jan (BL); four on Grand River, Brantford 10-27 Jan (BL,m.
obs.); eight off Burloak Waterfront Park [HL] 19 Jan (MJ); 

Snow Geese on Grand River at Scarfe Ave, Brantford - 27 February  
2021 - photo Carlos Furtado.

Tundra Swans on Grand River at Glen Morris, Brant - 4 
February 2021 - photo James Lees.
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61 on Grand River off Walter Bean Trail [WT] 22 Jan (GH); 
101 on Grand River at Glen Morris [BR] 29 Jan (JL); 21 on 
Grand River at Footbridge, Cambridge 13 Feb (JSi,GSi).
Wood Duck#: One at Scotch Block Reservoir [HL] 2 Dec 
(YS); two at Great Lakes/Rebecca SWP [HL] 13 Dec (GPr); 
two (m.&f.) at Grand River at Brantford Golf & Country 
Club 15 Dec (BL); one m. at Joshua Valley Park [HL] 19 Dec 
(JWa,WP); one m. on Grand River off Hardy Rd, Brantford 
3 Jan (SDe,ANg); two (m.&f.) at Bayshore Park 16 Jan 
(GPr); one at Ruthven Park [HD] 4 Feb (CB); two (m.&f.) 
at Caledonia 23 Feb F (GN); one m. at Waterworks Park, 
Brantford 25 Feb (SMc,BL).

Northern Shoveler#: 14 at Cootes Paradise 3 Dec (BCo); 
22 at Princess Pt, RBG 5 Dec (JS,AK); nine at Hespeler 
Mill Pond [WT] 7 Dec (PB); 20 at Valens C.A. [HM] 7 Dec 
(SMc); six at Valley Inn 10 Dec (PSp); 190 at Windermere 
Basin 3 Jan (SP), 174 there 6 Jan (NR,JK) and 130 there 20 
Feb (SCa); one at Great Lakes/Rebecca SWP [HL] 15 Jan 
(MJa); one at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby 22 Feb (DJ).
Gadwall: Three at Powerline Rd SWP, Paris [BR] 1 Dec 
(BL); two at Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] 7 Dec (PB); five at 
Valens C.A. [HM] 14 Dec (SMc); 14 off Waters Edge Park 
[PL] 18 Dec (JMe,MMe); 45 off Coronation Park, Oakville 
22 Dec (KMu); 70 off Lakeside Park [PL] 1 Jan (VC); 44 
at Bronte Harbour 13 Jan (KMu); eight on Grand River at 
rare Charitable Research Reserve [WT] 24 Jan (NH); 45 off 
Arkendo Park [HL] 24 Jan (EO); 32 at Carrington Promenade 
[HL] 28 Jan (EO); one on Grand River in S Galt 30 Jan (NH).
American Wigeon#: One at Rattray Marsh [PL] 4 Dec 
(LF); three at Cootes Paradise 5 Dec (JHo); two at Valens 
C.A. [HM] 7 Dec (SMc); one m. on Grand River above 
Wilkes Dam, Brantford 8 Dec – 10 Jan (BL/NFa); two at 
Windermere Basin 10 Dec (KDi) and one there 1 Jan (LT); 
three at LaSalle Park 14 Dec (AMo) and two there 16 Jan 
(GPr); four at Tapleytown Rd, S of Powerline Rd [HM] 3 Jan 
(GPr); two at Waterfront Trail at Bayfront Park 23 Jan (BMi) 
and again on 27 Feb (JMi); one on Grand River at Powerline 

Rd [BR] 1 Feb (EL,BL); two at South Shell Park [HL] 24 Feb 
F (MJ).
Mallard: 510 on Grand River above Wilkes Dam, Brantford 
10 Dec (BL); 350 at Tapleytown Rd, S of Powerline Rd 
[HM] 3 Jan (GPr); 400 at 10th Road E, S of Ridge Rd [HM] 
5 Jan (LT); 459 at Windermere Basin 6 Jan (JK,NR); 700 at 
Grand River along Grand Valley Trail 31 Jan (GSi,JSi); 865 
at LaSalle Park 9 Feb (DMo); 385 along Grand River, N of 
Powerline Rd [BR] 12 Feb (BL); 500 on Grand River from S 
Galt to East River Rd [WT] 15 Feb (NH); 349 along Grand 
River, S of Glen Morris [BR] 20 Feb (JSi,GSi); 306 at Rotary 
Riverside Trail from Caledonia to York [HD] 25 Feb (RL).
American Black Duck: 42 on Grand River above Wilkes 
Dam, Brantford 10 Dec (BL); 43 at Crooks Hollow C.A. 
[HM] 18 Dec (SMc,BL); 30 at Tapleytown Rd, S of Powerline 
Rd [HM] 3 Jan (GPr); 80 at LaSalle Park 29 Jan (MN) and 
50 there 28 Feb (CB); 27 on Grand River from Caledonia to 
York [HD] 3 Feb (RL); 35 at Grand River, S of Glen Morris 
15 Feb (BL); 27 on Grand River from S Galt to East River 
Rd [WT] 15 Feb (NH); 72 on Grand River downstream of 
Wilkes Dam, Brantford 18 Feb (SMc,BL).

Northern Pintail#: Three at Valens C.A. [HM] 1 Dec 
(RK); two at Windermere Basin 7 Dec (GG), three there 6 
Feb (IA,EC) and seven there 28 Feb (DoM); one at Christie 
C.A. [HM] 10 Dec (MJa) and one there 30 Jan (MBu,SMc); 
one on Harbour at Bayfront Park 16 Dec (BR) and one there 
5 Jan (MM); one at Burlington Ship Canal 24 Dec (MBe); 
one at Valley Inn 1 Jan (CSt); three at Tapleytown Rd, S of 
Powerline Rd [HM] 3 Jan (GPr); one at Walkers Line at Lake 
10 Jan (ADu); three at LaSalle Park 20 Jan (JR) and three 
there 30 Jan (LT,CB); one m. on Grand River at Kinsmen 
Park, Caledonia  30 Jan – 21 Feb (GSt,KSe/GN/BCo et al.); 
one at Shoreacres Park 4 Feb (FP); one m. on Grand River 
at Glen Morris [BR] 4-24 Feb (JL,m.obs.); one at Woodland 
Cemetery 8 Feb (YS); one m. at Grand River at Cavin Flats 
[BR] 11-26 Feb (GSi,JSi et al.); one m. on Grand River S of 

Wood Duck at Joshua Valley Park, Oakville - 19 December 2020 - photo 
Winston Poon.

Northern Pintail on Grand River at Glen Morris, Brant - 4 February 2021 
- photo James Lees.
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Cambridge [WT] 15 Feb (NH); one m. at McLean School 
Rd, E of Camp Onondaga [BR] 27 Feb (SL,BL). Several 
birds were found in late January or early February. These 
were likely birds "frozen-out" of other locations due to a 
cold snap. However, it is possible that they were very early 
spring migrants. Difficult to be certain.
Green-winged Teal: Six at Powerline Rd SWP, Paris [BR] 
1 Dec (BL); eight at Valens C.A. [HM] 22 Dec (RK) and seven 
there 7 Dec (SMc); six at Cootes Paradise 3 Dec (BCo); 38 at 
Red Hill Creek at Woodward Ave [HM] 4 Dec (GCa,PHo); 
one on Grand River above Wilkes Dam, Brantford 8 Dec (BL) 
and again on 10 Jan (BL) and likely same bird at 215 McLean 
School Rd [BR] 21 Jan (JL); 25 at Windermere Basin 8 Dec 
(RW) and seven there 20 Feb (JR); one at Desjardins Canal 
14-21 Dec (GBl et al.); one at Tollgate Pond 17 Dec (RPo); 
eight at Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] 22 Dec (PB) and one there 
16 Jan (RCr); two off Bayshore Park 3 Jan (GPr); one f. at 
Bronte Harbour 4-9 Jan (MJ) and likely same bird at Sheldon 
Creek Trail [HL] 19-20 Feb (MJ); one at Osprey Marsh [PL] 
10-12 Jan (WP,DR) and likely same bird at Lake Wabukayne 
[PL] 16 Jan – 14 Feb (AM,m.obs.); three at Hanlon Creek 
C.A., Guelph 16 Jan (KH); one at LaSalle Park 23-30 Jan 
(JR,m.obs.); one at rare Charitable Research Reserve on 
Grand River [WT] 7 Feb (NH).
Canvasback: 160 at LaSalle Park 1 Dec (YS), 178 there 
17 Dec (LFr,AG), 180 there 25 Dec (MaL,IL) and 175 there 
2 Feb (MJa); 28 at Tollgate Pond 7 Dec (MW,RW); 40 at 
Windermere Basin 7 Dec (GG,JHo); four on Lake at Forty 
Mile Creek mouth [NG] 19 Dec (MMac); one at Hespeler 
Mill Pond [WT] 2 Jan (HB); 17 at Bayfront Park 17 Jan 
(LG) and seven there 27 Feb (JMi); one f. at Grand River, 
Brantford 17-21 Jan (BL,SL) and also from 12-18 Feb (BL/
JPi); one at Caledonia at Kinsmen Park [HD] 14 Feb (CB).
Canvasback x Redhead#: A returning male for several 
years now was at Lasalle Park from 17 Dec (AG,LFr) to 31 
Jan (m.obs.).
Redhead: 40 at Bayshore Park 1 Dec (SMc), 200 there 5 
Jan (BO) and 150 there 16 Jan (GPr); 183 at LaSalle Park 2 
Dec (AMo) and 40 there 4 Feb (JR); 55 off Willow Point 6 
Dec (BC); 29 off Murray St Park, Grimsby 5 Dec (BD); 100 
at Bayfront Park 11 Dec (LB,MT); 164 on Lake off Green Rd 
[HM] 12 Dec (SCa); 100 on Lake off Dewitt Rd [HM] 12 Dec 
(SCa); 92 at Oakville Harbour 14 Dec (MJ) and one there 18 
Feb (MJ); one at Great Lakes/Rebecca SWP [HL] 27 Dec 
(MJ); one at Bronte Harbour 31 Dec (KMu), 20 there 4 Feb 
(GRi,NMc) and 86 there 22 Feb (MJ); one at Hespeler Mill 
Pond [WT] 13 Jan (RCr); two at Caledonia at Kinsmen Park 
[HD] 10 Feb (RBau), three there 11 Feb (BCo) and six there 
14 Feb (CB); one at Wilkes Dam, Brantford 12 Feb (SL); 20 
at Waters Edge Park [PL] 14 Feb (DPa,HD); 50 off Lakeside 
Park [PL] 14 Feb (DPa,HD); one f. on Grand River at Glen 

Morris [BR] 15-19 Feb (BL/JL); 60 at Windermere Basin 20 
Feb (RCr). The Grand River records in February are likely 
birds frozen out of other locations, but it is impossible to 
rule out early migrants.
Redhead x Ring-necked Duck#: An apparent hybrid of 
these two species was at LaSalle Park 26 Dec {photo} (RD/
JR) to 3 Jan (m.obs.).

Ring-necked Duck: Eleven at Powerline Rd SWP, Paris 
[BR] 1 Dec (BL); 25 at Windermere Basin 1 Dec (SMc) and 
40 there 10 Feb (RPo); one at King-Benton pit pond [BR] 2 
Dec (MH); three at Aberfoyle pit [WL] 5 Dec (CCo); seven 
at pond at Puslinch SR 10 N [WL] 5 Dec (CCo); one at 
Valens C.A. [HM] 7 Dec (SMc); three on Lake at Forty Mile 
Creek [NG] 19 Dec (MMac);  20 on Lake at Grays Rd [HM] 
21 Dec (RWo,MBo); two at Speed River at Niska Rd [WL] 
27 Dec (PQ,DP); four at Hagersville quarry ponds [HD] 30 
Dec (CSt); 96 at LaSalle Park 6 Jan (NR,JK) and 65 there 3 
Feb (JR); one on Sixteen Mile Creek at Cornwall Rd [HL] 
10 Jan (PSt); one f. on Grand River downstream of Wilkes 
Dam, Brantford 16-26 Feb (GSi,JSi); 20 off Arkendo Park 
[HL] 20 Feb (DBu).
Greater Scaup: 115 off Willow Point 6 Dec (BC); one 
at Cambridge landfill pond 14 Dec {photo} (NH); 600 
off Coronation Park [HL] 12 Dec (MK); 100 off Burloak 
Waterfront Park [HL] 12 Dec (MJ); 1400 at Oakville 
Harbour 14 Dec (MJ); 1045 on Lake from Ben Machree 
Park [PL] to Edgemere Promenade [HL] 19 Dec (GW/LF/
WP,JWa); 90 off Waters Edge Park [PL] 20 Dec (JMe,MMe); 
500 off Arkendo Park [HL] 21 Dec (EO) and 500 there 6 
Jan (EO); one on Grand River S of Hagersville [HD] 3 Jan 
(RL); 900 at Bronte Harbour 7 Jan (KMu) and 600 there 
10 Jan (KMu); 400 on Lake at 3rd Line [HL] 9 Jan (KMu);  
300 at LaSalle Park 10 Jan (EHe,BF); 70 on Lake at Fifty 
Rd [HM] 10 Jan (LT,SCa); 200 off Nelles Beach, Grimsby 
10 Jan (TK); 300 off Gairloch Gardens [HL] 10 Jan (MCr); 
190 off Chancery Promenade [HL] 16 Jan (JWa); 540 off 

Redhead x Ring-necked Duck at LaSalle Park - 1 January 2021 - 
photo Joanne Redwood.
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Holcim Lakefront Mansion [PL] 17 Jan (MMe,JMe); 400 off 
Carrington Promenade [HL] 18 Jan (EO); 400 on Lake off 
Holyrood Park [HL] 24 Jan (DBu).
Lesser Scaup: One at Powerline Rd SWP, Paris [BR] 
2 Dec (KD); two at Shade’s Mills C.A. [WT] 4 Dec (AZ); 
20 at Windermere Basin 8 Dec (RW) and 15 there 3 Jan 
(BS,BC,GB); three on Lake off Forty Mile Creek [NG] 19 
Dec (MMac); 120 at LaSalle Park 4 Jan (NMc,GRi) and 50 
there 10 Jan (BF,EHe).
King Eider#: Four (3f.,1 imm. m.) at Fruitland Rd [HM] 3 
Dec (RD); one f. at Burlington Ship Canal 20-31 Dec (APo); 
one f. at Grays Rd at Lake [HM] 21 Dec – 10 Jan (JI,m.obs.) 
and three there (2 imm. m, 1f.) 20 Feb (JM); one f. at Fifty 
Point 27 Dec (JSk); one f. at Murray St, Grimsby 29 Dec 
(BD) and one imm. m. there 3 Jan (MJac); one f. at Grimsby 
Harbour 4 Jan (JF).

Surf Scoter: 30 on Lake at Green Rd [HM] 3 Dec (JWa) 
and 95 there 24 Jan (JBr); 80 on Lake off Fruitland Rd [HM] 
5 Dec (BL,SL) and 100 there 21 Feb (BCr); 15 at Bayfront 
Park 11 Dec (MT); 30 at LaSalle Park 15 Dec (BCr); 326 
on Lake from Green Rd to Fifty Rd [HM] 10 Jan (LT,SCa); 
80 at Fifty Pt C.A. 25 Jan (JV); 200 on Lake off Murray St, 
Grimsby 25 Jan (JV); two at Port Credit [PL] 17 Feb (MN); 
five off South Shell Park [HL] 19 Feb (GPr); 21 on Lake from 
Fruitland Ave to Spencer Smith Park [HL] 20 Feb (CK,SLa); 
20 at Burlington Ship Canal 20 Feb (SCa).
White-winged Scoter: 80 off Van Wagners Beach 6 Dec 
(MaL); 30 at Shoreacres Park [HL] 9 Dec and 180 there 
15 Feb (MaL,IL); 240 at Fifty Pt C.A. 12 Dec (WELO) and 
600 there 25 Jan (JV); 62 off Cliffcrest Park, Burlington 12 
Dec (SLa,CK); 200 off Hamilton Yacht Club 18 Dec (ABu); 
140 at LaSalle Park 19 Dec (GSt,KSe); 860 off Murray St, 
Grimsby 3 Jan (CM,MJac) and 2000 there 25 Jan (JV); 746 
at Burlington Ship Canal 6 Jan (JK,NR) and 500 there 21 
Feb (JK,NR); 55 off Burloak Waterfront Park 6 Jan (BC); 
4124 on Lake from Green Rd [HM] to Grimsby Harbour 

[NG] 10 Jan (SCa,LT/TK); 78 at Bronte Cemetery 10 Jan 
(KE); 60 at South Shell Park [HL] 10 Jan (MJ) and 300 there 
9 Feb (MJ); 600 off CCIW 13 Jan (RWo) and 150 there 1 Feb 
(RWo); 100 on Lake off Sheldon Creek Park [HL] 30 Jan 
(MJ); 200 off Sioux Lookout [HL] 5 Feb (DGa); 2750 from 
Dewitt Rd to Fruitland Rd [HM] 20 Feb (WVH,JBr); 855 
from Bronte Harbour to Beachway Park 20 Feb (SLa,CK/
SR/BJ/KMi).
Black Scoter#: 38 off Sayer’s Park [HM] 21 Dec (RPi,JI); 
40 at Lake at Grays Rd [HM] 20 Dec (RPo) and 10 there 21 
Feb (AC); 113 on Lake from Green Rd to Lewis Rd [HM] 10 
Jan (SCa,LT); two off Burloak Waterfront Park 15 Jan (MJ); 
100 on Lake off Fruitland Rd [HM] 17 Jan (KB); 15 at Fifty 
Pt C.A. 25 Jan (JV).
Long-tailed Duck: 2250 at Fifty Point C.A. 12 Dec 
(WELO); 1400 off Sioux Lookout [HL] 12 Dec (SLa,CK); 
one on Grand River at Sim’s Locks [HD] 20 Dec (RL); one 
at Mohawk Lake, Brantford 26 Dec (ANg); 1300 off Burloak 
Waterfront Park 6 Jan (BC); 9000 off Green Rd [HM] 10 Jan 
(LT,SCa); 2500 off Glover Rd [HM] 10 Jan (WVH et al.); 
1550 at Burlington Ship Canal 17 Jan (KB); 6000 off Murray 
St, Grimsby 25 Jan (JV); 3000 off Casablanca Rd [NG] 25 
Jan (JF); 5000 off South Shell Park [HL] 9 Feb (MJ); 2000 
off Waterford Place, Burlington 14 Feb (BJ); 2000 off Bronte 
Bluffs Park [HL] 16 Feb (MaL,IL); one at Wilkes Dam, 
Brantford 16 Feb (JSi,GSi); 900 off Fruitland Ave [HL] 20 
Feb (CK,SLa); 2500 off Burloak Dr [HL] 20 Feb (BJ,DE); 
one at Caledonia at Kinsmen Park [HD] 25 Feb (JV).
Bufflehead: 40 off Woodland Cemetery 1 Dec (ABu); 35 
off Coronation Park [HL] 7 Dec (KMu); 64 off Chancery 
Promenade [HL] 12 Dec (RPa); 40 off Arkendo Park 
[HL] 21 Dec (EO); 60 at Bayfront Park 3 Jan (RPo); 50 
at Burlington Ship Canal 3 Jan (BC); 200 at Windermere 
Basin 3 Jan (SP), 155 there 10 Jan (RW) and 60 there 28 
Feb (RCr); 11 on Grand River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford 
3 Jan (SL,BL); 36 off Holcim Lakefront Mansion [PL] 17 
Jan (MMe,JMe); 40 off Carrington Promenade [HL] 18 
Jan (EO); 50 off Bronte Bluffs Park [HL] 16 Feb (IL,MaL); 
130 on Lake from Gairloch Gardens to Watersedge Park 
[HL] 20 Feb (KMi,RPa/JWa); 16 on Grand River south of 
Footbridge [WT] 21 Feb (NH).
Common Goldeneye: 300 at Holcim Lakefront Mansion 
[PL] 7 Dec (LF) and 410 there 4 Feb (LF); 231 off Shoreacres 
Park [HL] 9 Dec (BKr); 756 on Lake from Glover Rd to 
McNeilly Rd [HM] 12 Dec (GGo); 380 off Fifty Rd [HM] 12 
Dec (KE); 400 off Bronte Bluffs Park [HL] 17 Dec (KMu); 
190 off Ben Machree Park [PL] 18 Dec (MMe,JMe); 150 off 
Water’s Edge Park [PL] 20 Dec (JMe,MMe); 450 at Grand 
River at Brantford Golf & Country Club (night roost) 
30 Dec (BL) and 350 there 25 Jan (BL); 400 at Eastport 
Channel on Harbour 3 Jan (BC); 250 off Grays Rd [HM] 

King Eider female at Suncor Pier - 4 January 2021 - 
photo Mark Jennings.
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3 Jan (GBr,BS,BC); 410 off Grimsby 3 Jan (CM); 262 at 
Burlington Ship Canal 6 Jan (NR,JK); 500 off Fruitland Rd 
[HM] 6 Jan (ABu); 1915 on Lake from Green Rd to Lewis Rd 
[HM] 10 Jan (LT,SCa); 170 off Esplanade Park [HL] 10 Jan 
(MCr); 300 on Lake off Casablanca Blvd [NG] 25 Jan (JF); 
46 on Grand River at Walter Bean Trail [WT] 25 Jan (NBa); 
242 on Lake off Coronation Park [HL] 20 Feb (MK); 319 
off Watersedge Park [HL] 20 Feb (KMi); 150 off Gairloch 
Gardens [HL] 20 Feb (RPa); 200 on Lake off Sheldon Creek 
Trail [HL] 20 Feb (KMi); 210 on Grand River, S of Glen 
Morris [BR] 20 Feb (JSi,GSi); 695 on Grand River from S 
Galt to East River Rd [WT] 21 Feb (NH); 157 on Grand 
River from Caledonia to York [HD] 25 Feb (RL).
Common Goldeneye x Hooded Merganser: One f. 
at Hamilton Yacht Club 9-26 Dec (ABu,m.obs.) one m. on 
Lake at Grays Rd [HM] 19-30 Dec (RPo et al.); one f. at 
Burlington Ship Canal 21 Feb (JK,NR).
Barrow’s Goldeneye#: One m. and one f. at 
Confederation Park [HM] 19-22 Dec ** (RPo, m.obs.); one 
f. at Sayer' Park [HM] 21 Dec ** (JI,RPi); one f. at Grays Rd 
21 Dec (RoL) – likely the same female was involved at all 
three locations.

Hooded Merganser: Nine at Powerline Rd SWP, Paris 
[BR] 1 Dec (BL); 40 at Valens C.A. [HM] 1 Dec (RK); 20 
off Woodland Cemetery 1 Dec (ABu); 75 on Red Hill Creek 
at Woodward Ave [HM] 4 Dec (GCa,PHo); 65 at McMillan 
pit, Puslinch [WL] 5 Dec (CCo); 16 at Grand River at 
Brantford Golf & Country Club 6 Dec (EL,BL) and 12 there 
10 Jan (BL); 30 at Desjardins Canal, Dundas 16 Dec (GBl); 
23 at Windermere Basin 22 Dec (RW) and 38 there 17 Jan 
(KB); 18 at Confederation Park [HM] 6 Jan (JM); eight at 
Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] 12 Jan (PB); 18 at Cootes Paradise 
22 Jan (JHu); 26 at Bayfront Park 8 Feb (BCo) and 24 there 
19 Feb (HH).
Common Merganser: 162 at Grand River at Brantford 
Golf & Country Club (night roost) 23 Dec (BL); 45 at 
Windermere Basin 1 Jan (CSt); 800 at Eastport Ship Channel, 
Harbour 3 Jan (BC); 500 at Pier 4 Park 9 Jan (MBu,SMc); 

300 off CCIW 14 Feb (ABu); 120 on Grand River from S 
Galt to East River Rd [WT] 21 Feb (NH); 35 at Kinsmen 
Park, Caledonia [HD] 25 Feb (JV).
Red-breasted Merganser: 200 at Tollgate Pond 17 Dec 
(RPo); one on Grand River at Water St, Galt [WT] 20 Dec 
(LBo/JV); one at Grand River at Brantford Golf & Country 
Club 31 Dec (BL); 292 off LaSalle Park 2 Jan (JL); 500 on 
Lake of Fruitland Rd [HM] 10 Jan (EHe,BF) and 400 there 
21 Feb (BCr); 220 off Green Rd [HM] 17 Jan (KB); 200 at 
Fifty Point C.A. 25 Jan (JV); two on Grand River at Kinsmen 
Park, Caledonia [HD] 14 Feb (CB); 100 off Shoreacres Park 
[HL] 15 Feb (MaL,IL); one on Grand River S of Cambridge 
[WT] 15 Feb (NH); 250 off Bronte Bluffs Park [HL] 16 Feb 
(MaL,IL); 310 off Glover Rd [HM] 20 Feb (WVH et al.).
Ruddy Duck: One at Alton Ponds, Burlington 11 Dec 
(RPo); 316 at Spencer Smith Park [HL] 20 Dec (APo), 211 
there 20 Feb (SLa,CK) and 260 there 24 Feb (MBer); 270 
off LaSalle Park 25 Jan (JV) and 400 there 31 Jan (CSt); six 
at Burlington Ship Canal 14 Feb (SMc); 70 at Windermere 
Basin 14 Feb (ABu); six at Bronte Harbour 15 Feb (KMu) 
and 16 there 16 Feb (MJ).
Ruffed Grouse: One at Ruigrok Tract [NG] 9 Jan (ABu) 
and two there 16 Jan (ABu); one on River Rd off Fawcett 
Rd [BR] 20 Jan (BL); one at North Cayuga Slough Forest 
[HD] 20 Jan (RL); one at Christie C.A. [HM] 17 Jan (DD) 
and one there 28 Feb (SMc); four at Westover Rd and 8th 
Conc [HM] 30 Jan (PS); one at Waterdown North Wetlands 
30 Jan (MSe,GSe); two at Brant Church Rd, S of Burtch Rd 
[BR] 3 Feb (CT).
Wild Turkey: 50 at 10th Road E, N of Mud St [HM] 25 
Dec (CSt); 55 at Iroquoia Heights C.A. [HM] 26 Dec 
(WB,LT,SCa); 71 at 668 Ridge Rd [HM] 3 Jan (RP); 75 at 
442 Sobie Rd, Grimsby 3 Jan (SHi); 91 in ravine between 
Phelps Rd and McGill Rd [BR] 21 Jan (BL); 50 at Book Rd 
and Smith Rd [HM] 14 Feb (RPe,IS); 105 at Bateman Line 
and River Rd [BR] 14 Feb (BL); 65 at 95 White Swan Rd 
[BR] 23 Feb (MBu).
Ring-necked Pheasant#: One at Ruigrok Tract [NG] 9 
Jan (ABu). Wild? Who knows?
Pied-billed Grebe#: One at LaSalle Park 1 Dec – 18 Jan 
(m.obs.); one at Lake Wabukayne [PL] 2-3 Dec (WP); one 
at Bayfront Park 16 Jan (GPr); one at Windermere Basin 28 
Feb (DoM).
Horned Grebe#: Two off LaSalle Park 1 Dec (SMc) 
and three there 29 Dec – 6 Jan (JR,m.obs.); two off J.C. 
Saddington Park [PL] 2 Dec (LF); one on Lake at Fruitland 
Rd [HM] 4 Dec (GCa,PHo); two off Carrington Promenade 
[HL] 12 Dec (RPa); one at Bronte Harbour 16 Dec – 10 Jan 
(MJ et al.); one off Grimsby 19 Dec – 8 Jan (MMac/MJac); 
one off Fifty Point C.A. 27 Dec (JSk); four at Hamilton Yacht 

Barrow's Goldeneye female with Black Scoter at Lake 
Ontario at Grays Rd - 20 Dec 2020 - photo Ron Laroche.
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Club 29 Dec (IF); one on Lake at Grays Rd [HM] 1-6 Jan 
(RPa/LF); one at Green Rd at Lake [HM] 10 Jan (GPr); one 
off Gairloch Gardens [HL] 20 Feb (RPa).

Red-necked Grebe#: Three at Bayfront Park 1 Dec 
(ABu); one off Woodland Cemetery 1 Dec (ABu); four at 
Bronte Harbour 21 Dec (IL,MaL); one on Grand River at 
Birkett Lane, Brantford 3 Jan (SL,BL); three off Bayshore 
Park 5 Jan (BO); four at LaSalle Park 6 Jan (NR,JK).
Sandhill Crane#: Four near Grass Lake [WT] 1 Dec 
(JSi,GSi); 21 over Hamilton Cemetery 2 Dec (MM); 27 over 
Dundas Valley 2 Dec (JL) and later 57 overhead (JL); 37 
over Cartwright Sanctuary [HM] 2 Dec (SMc) and also over 
Spencer creek Trail (DMo,CMo); 65 over Burns C.A. [HL] 
5 Dec (ChE). On 6 Dec a very large flight over the HSA: 
41 over Hendrie Valley (SHa), 60 over Woodland Cemetery 
(MJ), 50 over Cootes Paradise (BHr) and 15 there later (YS), 
150 over Briar Lane, Dundas (BrC,HC); 300 over Lion’s 
Club Rd, Dundas (JHu); 130 over Dundas Valley (JCl,CBe), 
32 over Crawford Lake [HL] (ChE), 80 over Erindale Park 
[PL] (RPa), 50 over Clarkson [PL] (DW), 500+ over Rock 
Chapel area (SD) and 80 over Confederation Park [HM] 
(BCh); 40 over Mines Rd [HD] 7 Dec (CB); 20 over Artaban 
Rd, Dundas Valley 15 Dec L (KiH); three at 839 River Rd, 
Cayuga [HD] 16 Dec (RL). Obviously there are many double 
or even triple counts of some of the birds that passed over 
on 6 December. Nonetheless these are staggering numbers, 
numbers that would have been inconceivable to birders 
only 10 years ago.
American Coot: 21 at Bayshore Park 1 Dec (YS); 63 at 
Bayfront Park 13 Dec (JPi), 54 there 11 Jan (DMo) and 
46 there 27 Jan (HH); 25 at LaSalle Park 24 Dec (CSt) 
and 25 there 9 Jan (CSt); one at Murray St Park, Grimsby 
3 Jan (CM,MJac); eight at Burlington Ship Canal 10 Jan 
(IFu,CFu); 12 at Windermere Basin 13 Jan (RWo); 68 at Pier 
4 Park 26 Jan (HH); one at Oakville Harbour 8-22 Feb (PSt/
VC); one at Bronte Harbour 11 – 24 Feb (KMu/MBu); three 
at Lakeside Park [PL] 15 Feb (VC).

Virginia Rail#: One calling at Kerncliff Park [HL] 3 Dec 
## (RD).

Killdeer#: One over Burloak Waterfront Park 24 Feb* 
(MJ); five at Frost Rd, N of Fly Rd [NG] 28 Feb (SHi); nine 
other birds on 28 Feb at nine locations by eight observers.
Wilson's Snipe#: One on Grand River, S of Wilkes Dam, 
Brantford 23-24 Feb* (BL/MH).
Bonaparte’s Gull#: One at Dundas Marsh 3 Dec (BCo); 
one at Bayfront Park 21 Dec (KS).
MEW GULL#: Continuing bird observed at Mohawk 
Lake, Brantford 2 Dec {photo} ** (BL,SL,JH). This bird was 
most likely one of the European subspecies (Common Gull) 
possibly subspecies heinei. Common Gull was recently 
split from Mew Gull by the AOS. The OBRC is currently 
reviewing this record.

Ring-billed Gull: 800 at Tollgate Pond 26 Feb (DBr); 23 
at Brantford landfill 26 Feb (BL). These birds are migrants 
and typical dates for spring arrivals.
Herring Gull: 2215 at Mohawk Lake, Brantford 5 Jan 
(BL,SL).
Thayer’s Iceland Gull#: One 2nd winter bird at Scarfe 
Ave, Grand River, Brantford from 1 Dec – 30 Jan (BL,DG,m.

Horned Grebe off Waterfront Trail at Bayfront Park - 31 
December 2020 - photo Paul Tavares.

Sandhill Cranes over Hendrie Valley - 6 December 2021 - 
photo Sandra Hawkins.

Mew Gull adult at Mohawk Lake, Brantford - 2 December 
2020 - photo Jerry Horak.



The Noteworthy Bird Records - Winter (December-February) 2020-21 Page 11

obs.) was joined by another 2nd winter bird on 3 Dec (BL) 
and by a 1st winter bird on 11 Jan (BL); three 2nd winter birds 
at Mohawk Lake, Brantford 17 Dec (LFr,AG/BL,SL), one 
there 21 Dec (DG) and two ad. and one 2nd winter there 
5 Jan (SL,BL); one 3rd winter at Hamilton Yacht Club 4 Jan 
(ABu); one ad. at Brantford landfill 3 Dec – 7 Jan (JL) and 
one 1st winter there 23-27 Dec (JL/BL).

Kumlien’s Iceland Gull: Two (1stwinter& 2ndwinter) at 
Bayfront Park 3 Dec (ABu); five (2-1stwinter,1-3rdwinter 
&2ad.) at Brantford landfill 18 Dec (JL), six there (5-1st 
winter&1-2ndwinter) 23 Dec (JL) and seven there (4-1st 
winter,1-3rdwinter&2ad.) 7 Jan (JL); three (1stwinter,2nd 
winter,ad.) at Grand River at Scarfe Ave, Brantford 22 Dec 
(SL,EL,BL); five (3-1stwinter,3rdwinter&ad.) at Hamilton 
Yacht Club 5 Jan (ABu); two at Burlington Ship Canal 10 
Jan (RvT).
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Two (1stwinter&ad.) at 
Mohawk Lake 2 Dec (BL), two (1stwinter&ad.) there 30 Dec 
(SL,BL) and three (2ndwinter&2ad.) there 5 Jan (BL,SL); 
two ad. at Hamilton Yacht Club 3 Dec (ABu) and two (2nd 
winter&ad.) there 18 Dec (ABu); two 1st winter at Grand 
River at Scarfe Ave, Brantford 11 Jan (BL); one ad. at 
Brantford landfill 11 Feb (SMc,BL).
SLATY-BACKED GULL#: The long-staying adult at 
McMillan Park [PL], out of the HSA by a few kilometres, 
was at Port Credit Harbour on 6 Dec {photo} ** (LF, et al.).
Glaucous Gull: Six at Mohawk Lake, Brantford 4 Dec 
(JL) and eight there (1-1stwinter,2-3rdwinter&5ad.) 30 Dec 
(SL,BL); four (1stwinter,3rdwinter&2ad.) at Hamilton Yacht 
Club 22 Dec (ABu) and three there (1stwinter&2ad.) 7 Jan 
(KDi); two at Burlington Ship Canal 10 Jan (RvT); two at 
CCIW 13 Jan (RWo); three at Pier 4 Park [HM] 8 Feb (BCo);  
four at Brantford landfill 11 Feb (BL,SMc).
Great Black-backed Gull: 25 at Tollgate Pond 1 Dec 
(SMc); 25 at Windermere Basin 7 Dec (GH,JH); 69 at 
Mohawk Lake, Brantford 17 Dec (SL,BL) and 39 there 5 
Jan (BL,SL); 40 at Hamilton Yacht Club 19 Dec (ABu); 33 at 

Burlington Ship Canal 8 Jan (DJ); 38 at CCIW 1 Feb (RWo).

Red-throated Loon#: One on Harbour from 31 Dec – 11 
Feb (BMi,mobs./DD).
Common Loon#: One at Bronte Harbour 11-16 Dec (IJ/
MJ); one off Chancery Promenade [HL] 12 Dec (RPa); one 
on Lake at Victoria Ave, Vineland [NG] 12 Dec (NS); one 
at Oakville Harbour 14 Dec (MJ); one off Rattray Marsh 
[PL] 19 Dec (HD,DPa); five on Harbour 19 Dec (ABu), 
five there 7 Jan (NMc,GRi) and two there 1 Feb (JR); one at 
Burlington Ship Canal 10 Jan (GPr); one on Lake at Green 
Rd [HM] 10 Jan (LT,SCa).
Pacific Loon#: One continuing imm. 1 Dec – 17 Jan ** 
(m.obs.).
Double-crested Cormorant: 35 at Red Hill Creek 
at Woodward Ave [HM] 1 Dec (SMc); 10 off Woodland 
Cemetery 5 Dec (BCu); seven at Princess Point, RBG 16 
Dec (ABu); 26 at channel adjacent to Windermere Basin 30 
Jan (SR); six at Pier 10 [HM] 20 Feb (SMc).
Black-crowned Night Heron#: One juv. at Chedoke 
Creek at Princess Pt [HM] 5 Dec (JHo) and two juv. there 
7 Dec (PTa/RD); one at Red Hill Creek at Woodward Ave 
[HM] 8 Feb (IS,RPe); one at Preston STP [WT] discharge at 
Grand River 14 Feb {photo} (MA,RiL).

Great Blue Heron: Five at Red Hill Creek at Woodward 
Ave 4 Dec (PHo,GCa); four at Valley Inn 6 Dec (JV); four 
at Windermere Basin 8 Dec – 4 Jan (RW,m.obs.); four at 

Thayer's Iceland Gull, 2nd winter at Mohawk Lake, Brantford - 17 
December 2020 - photo Amanda Guercio.

Slaty-backed Gull at Port Credit - 6 December 2020 - photo 
Amanda Guercio.

Black-crowned Night-Heron at Grand River at Preston STP 
discharge channel - 15 Feb 2021 - photo Brian Johnson.
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Lower Credit River marshes [PL] 18 Dec (AKe); three on 
Grand River above Wilkes Dam, Brantford 11 Jan (EL,BL); 
three on Grand River from S Galt to East River Rd [WT] 21 
Feb (NH).
Turkey Vulture: 15 roosting St Joseph’s Lifecare Centre, 
Brantford 18 Jan (MH); five at St Ann [NG] 3 Feb (BCha); 28 
along Hamilton-Brantford Rail Trail near Jerseyville [HM] 
18 Jan (SMc); one at Beamer C.A. [NG] 26 Feb F (TK); 10 
over Dundas Plaza (likely migrants) 27 Feb (PW).
Northern Harrier: Three at Hart’s Lane and adjacent 
swamp, Guelph 1 Dec (KB); three at 10th Road E, S of Ridge 
Rd [HM] 16 Jan (RPo); three at Concession 9 Walpole [HD] 
3 Feb (SVH) and four there 9 Feb (CB).
Bald Eagle: Eight at Brantford landfill 26 Dec (ANg,SDe) 
and eight there 20 Jan (JL); four on Grand River from 
S Galt to East River Rd [WT] 30 Jan (NH); 10 on Grand 
River at Glen Morris [BR] 12 Feb (JL); one on eggs at nest 
downstream of Wilkes Dam, Brantford 17 Feb (BL).
Red-shouldered Hawk: One over Dundas Valley 2 Dec L 
(JL); one ad. at Concession Rd 1, 1km E of Crieff [WL] 18 Dec 
(DB,ESc) and again on 19 Jan (DB,ESc); one ad. at Huron Park 
area [PL] 19 Dec – 14 Feb (AF,m.obs.); one ad. at Wellington 
Road 32 near 401 [WL] 2 Jan – 18 Feb (MJa,m.obs.); one imm. 
at Arkell [WL] 10 Jan – 5 Feb (PTu et al.); one at Britannia Rd 
and Cedar Springs Rd [HL] 24 Jan (MaL); one ad. at Aberfoyle 
[WL] 30 Jan (LR). The  adult noted near Wellington Rd 32 and 
the bird at Aberfoyle are likely the same bird. This bird has 
been returning to this wintering area for many years.

Red-tailed Hawk: One completely white (leucistic) adult 
at Birkett Lane, E of Erie Ave, Brantford 19 Jan – 4 Feb (EL,BL/
MH). This returning bird (at least four years) was present 
for only a two week period this year before it moved on.
Snowy Owl#: One at BayfrontPark area 4 Dec – 14 Jan 
(RCr/GBl); one at Highland Rd and 3rd Road E [HM] 6 Dec 
(AWh); one at Bronte Harbour 7 Dec – 28 Feb (MJ, m.obs.) 
with two birds there 1 Jan (CR,m.obs.); one at Tollgate Pond 

13 Dec (JSco); one at Windermere Basin 17 Dec (AG,LFr); 
one at Burlington Ship Canal 19 Dec (IA/APo); one at 
Haldimand Road 9, E of Hagersville [HD] 12 Dec – 9 Jan 
(BP/CB); one at Waters Edge Park [PL] 21 Dec (DPa,HD); 
one at Dickerson Rd between Miles Rd and Chippewa Trail 
26 Dec (BKr); one at Paris Plains Church [BR] Rd 26-29 

Dec (AZ,m.obs.); one at Suncor Pier [HL] 29 Dec – 19 Feb 
(MJ,m.obs.); one at Mt Hope [HM] 30 Dec (NK); one at 
J.C. Saddington Park [PL] 31 Dec – 1 Jan (MN/BC); one at 
Steeles Ave, W of 9th Line [HL] 8 Jan (RLi); one at Crown 
Point W neighbourhood [HM] 18 Feb (AR).
Barred Owl#: One in Dundas Valley along Spring Creek 
Trail 26 Dec (KBi); one at Smith Property Loop [WL] 10 
Jan (PTu); one on Hamilton-Brantford Rail Trail near Slote 
Rd [HM] 19 Jan (DMo); one at Crawford Lake [HL] 22 Jan 
(DDo); one in Dundas Valley 28 Jan (SMc,MBu); one at 
Shade’s Mills C.A. [WT] 28 Jan (LD); one at Christie C.A. 
[HM] 30 Jan (TU); one at 1797 Victoria Rd S [WL] 18 Feb 
(VW); one at 4796 Pioneer Trail 28 Feb {photo} (DP,PQ,AP).

Long-eared Owl#: Three at north shore Cootes Paradise 
16 Dec (GWe); one at Meister Tract [HM] 20 Dec (PE); one 
at Orchard Ave, Georgetown [HL] 22 Dec {photo} (JC); one 
at 1000 Townline Rd W, Cayuga [HD] 28 Dec (JSk,RSk); one 
at Tyneside Trail, Binbrook C.A. [HM] 31 Dec (CSc,PSc); 

Red-shouldered Hawk at Mavis and The Queensway - 18 
January 2021 - photo Mourad Jabra.

Red-tailed Hawk at Birkett Lane, Brantford - 19 January 2021 - 
photo Eric Lamond.

Barred Owl at Pioneer Trail, Puslinch - 28 
February 2021 - photo Pat Quackenbush.
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one at 1st Line, Campbellville [HL] 5 Jan (KWo,RWo); one 
at Riverview Park, Streetsville [PL] 14 Jan (KE); one in 
ravine off Sour Springs Rd [BR] 15-16 Jan (SMc,BL,SL); one 
at Spring Creek Trail, Dundas 12 Feb (DMo).
Short-eared Owl#: Two at Bronte Creek P.P. [HL] 18 Dec 
(MJa); one at West River Rd, N of Spottiswood Lakes [BR] 
20 Dec (BF); two at Haldimand Rd 9, E of Hagersville [HD] 
27 Dec (CSt); one at Hamilton Airport 2 Jan (SMc) and two 
there 9 Jan (MBu,SBu,NMo); one at Haldimand Rd 17 at Rd 
32 [HD] 7 Jan (CB); one at Vinemount Sanctuary [HM] 8 
Jan – 21 Feb (DD/JM); one at East River Rd at Eagle Ridge 
Ct [BR] 9 Jan (LT); five at Concession 9 Walpole, W of Rd 
53 [HD] 16 Jan (SL,BL); one at Brantford landfill 17 Jan 
(MH); one at Mud St at 3rd Road E [HM] 23 Jan (JRo); one 
at Concession 1 Rd S, W of Dairy Side Rd [HD] 25 Jan (EC); 
one at Mountain Rd at Phillip Rd [NG] 10 Feb (SHi). 
Northern Saw-whet Owl#: One at Hespeler Mill Pond 
[WT] 26-27 Dec (RCr/HB); one at Guelph Arboretum 12 
Jan {photo} (ACa); one at Junction Rd, N of Haldimand Rd 
17 [HD] 25 Jan (EC); two at Shade’s Mills C.A. [WT] 9-11 
Feb (NBa/NH); one at Bronte Harbour 21 Feb (MD); one at 
J.C. Saddington Park [PL] 26-28 Feb (LF); one at Fifty Point 
C.A. 27 Feb (NMo,MBu,SMc).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker#: One at Oxbow Rd at 
Oxbow Lane [BR] 3 Dec (BL) and again on 10 Feb (BL); 
one at 2255 8 Sideroad, Burlington 15 Dec – 18 Feb (CMa); 
one at Carlisle Rd at Alderson Rd 16 Dec – 24 Jan (PCo); 
one at Mt. View Cemetery, Cambridge 17 Dec – 15 Feb (BF/
CaB); one at Westdale Rd, Oakville 19 Dec (MCr); one at 
Sedgewick Forest [HL] 1 Jan (DBu); one at Powerline Rd, 
W of Tapleytown Rd [HM] 3 Jan (RP); one at Rancliffe Rd, 
Oakville 9 Jan – 21 Feb (LL,IL,MaL); one at Erindale College 
[PL] 13 Jan – 18 Feb (PL); one at Guelph Arboretum 25 
Jan – 22 Feb (KEv/RiS); one at Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] 
27 Jan – 19 Feb (RCr); one at Bull’s Point, Cootes Paradise 
30-31 Jan (HH); one at Branchton [WT] 16 Feb (PE); one 
at Caledonia [HD] 22 Feb (JMc).  A rather remarkable 14 
sapsuckers during the winter in the HSA. In the “old days” 
we would be fortunate to a have just a few. More observers 
or more wintering birds? Possibly a bit of both.
Northern Flicker: Five at RBG Arboretum 23 Jan (JHu); 
four at Spencer Creek trail near McMaster helipad 24 Jan 
(DD).
Peregrine Falcon: Two in Brantford on 3 Jan (BL,SL).
Eastern Phoebe#: One at Gordon St and Maltby Rd [WL] 
20 Dec (KHo,SC); one in downtown Burlington 28 Feb 
{photo} ** (MBer).
Fish Crow#: Three at Sioux Lookout Park [HL] 16 Dec 
(BC).
Common Raven: Seven over Dundas Marsh 26 Dec (RD/

SMc); 18 over Glenron Rd and Mountsberg Rd 19 Feb (JBl).

Horned Lark: 35 at Fallsview Rd, Dundas 25 Dec (SD); 
80 at Lynden area [HM] 26 Dec (SG,DG); 43 at Hwy 5 
and Lynden Rd [HM] 26 Dec (SL,BL); one at Hamilton-
Brantford Rail Trail at Jerseyville Rd [BR] 27 Jan F 
(SL,BL,EL); two over Bronte 28 Jan (MJ); 24 at 6th Line, 
Milton 28 Jan (MMe,JMe); 50 at York Airport [HD] 28 Jan 
(RL); 78 at McLellan Rd, N of Salt Springs Church Rd [BR] 
5 Feb (BL); 250 at Concession 9 Walpole, near Cheapside 
Rd [HD] 7 Feb (GN); 68 at Paris Plains Church Rd [BR] 11 
Feb (KJ); 70 at Sour Springs Rd at Cockshutt [BR] 16 Feb 
(BL); 110 at 283 McBay Rd, W of Painter Rd [BR] 19 Feb 
(MH).

Carolina Wren: One at Crawford Lake [HL] 6-22 Dec 
(ChE); one at Valens C.A. [HM] 27 Dec (IL,LL,MaL); one at 
Mountsberg C.A. [WL] 24-25 Jan (LR).
Ruby-crowned Kinglet#: Two at Sedgewick Park [HL] 3 
Dec –7 Feb ** (m.obs.); one at Rotary Riverside Trail at Sim’s 
Locks [HD] 3 Dec (RL); one at South Shell Park [HL] 4-6 
Dec (MJ/RD); two on rail trail from S Galt to East River Rd 
[WT] 5 Dec (NH); one at Lakeside Park [PL] 6 Dec (CE,RD); 
one at Bronte Cemetery 6 Dec and later at Bronte Bluffs Park 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Rancliffe Rd, Oakville - 21 February 2021 
- photo Markus Legzdins.

Horned Lark at West Dumfries Rd, Brant - 13 January 2021 - 
photo James Kennerley.
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[HL] 6 Dec (RD); one at Port Credit Memorial Park [PL] 
7-19 Dec (AKe/MCr); one at Kerncliff Park, Burlington 9 
Dec (SMc); one at Hewick Meadows [PL] 1 Jan (RPa); one 
on rail trail, S of Glen Morris [BR] 13-23 Jan ** (GSi,JSi/
LMc); one at Bronte Creek P.P. [HL] 24 Jan ## (AD,RPa).

Eastern Bluebird: Seven at Valens Rd, S of Hwy 97 
[HM] 2 Dec (RK); 12 at Rattray Marsh [PL] 7 Dec (GBa); 
seven at rail trail at Powerline Rd [BR] 8 Dec (MH); seven 
at 1400 Butter Rd [HM] 10 Dec (SMc); 10 at Bronte Creek 
P.P. [HL] 14 Dec (CRo); seven at CNR Rail Trail, Brantford 
23 Dec (BL); nine at McCormick’s Pond, Dundas Valley 26 
Dec (MeC); seven at 9318 Conc Rd 2, Caistorville [NG] 
3 Jan (CM,GPr); 12 at Centre N Trails, Dundas Valley 14 
Jan (SMc); 15 at Headwaters Trail, Dundas Valley 20 Jan 
(SMc); eight at RBG Arboretum 23 Jan (JHu); seven at 5th 
Conc at Westover Rd 28 Jan (RK); seven at Christie C.A. 
[HM] 30 Jan (MBu,SMc); seven at Little Creek, E of Park 
Rd, Brantford 2 Feb (BL); seven at Grand Valley Trail, S of 
Hwy 403 [BR] 3 Feb (NFa) and 10 there 4 Feb (SMc,BL); 10 
at Crooks Hollow C.A. [HM] 6 Feb (SMc); seven at Guelph 
Arboretum 14 Feb (RH); eight at 378 Church Rd, Grimsby 
22 Feb (GHa).

Hermit Thrush: Three at Sedgewick Park [HL] 6 Dec 

(IL); two at Rattray Marsh [PL] 22 Jan (TJ).
Gray Catbird#: One at Albion Falls [HM] 5 Dec (DM); 
one at Woodland Cemetery 6 Dec (MP,ER); one at Hendrie 
Valley near Valley Inn 6 Dec – 14 Feb (m.obs.); one at 
Lakeside Park [PL] 6 Dec – 19 Jan (CE,RD/m.obs.); one at 
King’s Forest [HM] 26 Dec (LG) – quite possibly 5 Dec bird; 
one at Edgelake Park [HM] 9 Jan (RPo); one at 5th Road E, 
N of Powerline Rd [HM] 1 Feb (LTe); one at Arkendo Park 
[HL] 14 Feb (EO).
Brown Thrasher#: One at Brantford landfill E perimeter 
dike 6 Dec (BL) and again on 2 Jan (MH); one at Mountain 
View Cemetery, Grimsby 3 Jan (DD).
Northern Mockingbird: One at Westover Rd, N of 6th 
Conc [HM] 6 Dec (BCha); one at Hespeler Mill Pond [WT] 
8 Dec – 21 Feb (TM/NB); two at Taquanyah C.A. [HD] 22 
Dec – 9 Jan (MBo/CB); one at rail trail, N of Powerline Rd 
[BR] 14 Feb (NFa); one at LE&N Rail Trail, Brantford 23 
Feb (ACi).
Bohemian Waxwing#: One at Gordon St at Clairfields Dr, 
Guelph 18 Dec (FU); four at 25 Side Road, E of Nasagaweya-
Puslinch Townline [WL] 20 Dec (AWi,LR,WK); one at 
Conc Road 4, Puslinch, W of Side Road 10 N [WL] 23 Dec 
(MHa); one at 10 Common Ct., Guelph 31 Dec (WBe); one 
at Mountsberg C.A. [WL] 28 Feb (MC,MLe).

Cedar Waxwing: 75 at Guelph Arboretum 5 Dec (MHa) 
and 59 there 13 Jan (ABe); 80 at Paddy Greene Rd [HM] 6 
Dec (BCo); 50 at Valley Inn 12 Dec (HH); 95 at Gordon St at 
Clairfields Dr, Guelph 18 Dec (FU); 40 at Rattray Marsh [PL] 
19 Dec (DPa,HD); 54 at Arkendo Park [HL] 20 Dec (IL); 75 
at RBG Arboretum 31 Dec (JHu); 88 at Puslinch Lake [WL] 
3 Jan (RH); 50 at Governor’s Rd, Dundas 28 Feb (DD).
American Pipit#: One at Brant-Waterloo Rd, E of 
Shouldice Rd 4 Dec (KD).
Pine Grosbeak#: One at Valens C.A. [HM] 11 Dec (JL), 
three there 15 Dec (RK/DD), nine there 16 Dec (RK) and 
11 there 30 Dec (LG); one at Bond Tract [WL] 13 Dec 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet at Sedgewick Park - 8 January 2021 - 
photo Jason Pizzey.

Hermit Thrush at Sedgewick Forest - 1 January 2021 - 
photo Rob Mikulec.

Bohemian Waxwing at Mountsberg C.A. - 28 February 2021 - 
photo Mike Cadman.
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(MLe,MC); six at Guelph Arboretum 29 Dec (JuS); one at 
Mineral Springs Trail, Dundas Valley 16 Jan (LG); seven at 
Starkey Hill [WL] 15 Feb (AaK); one at Side Road 15 and 
Watson Rd S [WL] 21 Feb (BFo).

Red Crossbill#: One at Bond Tract [WL] 13 Dec 
(MC,MLe); three at N shore Cootes Paradise 21 Dec (BHr); 
four at Christie C.A. [HM] 31 Dec (LG); five at Waterdown 
22 Feb (RMac); 12 at Rattray Marsh [PL] 27 Feb (JHi).
White-winged Crossbill: Six at Glencairn Golf Club 
[HL] 8 Dec (PR); seven at Valens C.A. [HM] 14 Dec (RK), 
20 there 18 Dec (LS) and seven there 14 Jan (RK); 10 at 5th 
Conc E at CPR tracks, Waterdown [HM] 26 Dec (SL,BL); 
two at Taquanyah C.A. [HD] 28 Dec (CB); 16 at Hamilton-
Brantford Rail Trail at Papple Rd [BR] 13 Jan (RD); 35 at 
Slote Rd C.A. [HM] 30 Jan (SMc); nine at Mineral Springs 
Trail, Dundas Valley 3 Feb (JL) and eight there 10 Feb (DD); 
seven at Eagle Ridge Ct, Glen Morris [BR] 17 Feb (EH,JH); 
18 at Grandwoodlands Park, Brantford 17 Feb (NY); six 
at Waterdown [HM] 22 Feb (RMac); 17 at Gatestone Ave, 
Oakville 23 Feb (JWa); nine at Mansfield Dr, St George [BR] 
22 Feb (JN); 10 at Bull’s Pt, RBG 28 Feb (CBe,BCo); nine at 
Old Mineral Springs Trail 28 Feb (MJa).
Common Redpoll: 263 at Brantford landfill 6 Dec (MH); 
200 at West River Rd, N of West Dumfries Rd [BR] 29 Dec 
(BRe); 380 at Bronte Creek P.P. [HL] 1 Jan (MJa); 660 at 95 
Gouda Place, Cambridge 17 Jan (NH); 300 at Joe Sams Park, 
Waterdown 30 Jan (GS,BC); 255 at River Rd off Fawcett Rd 
[BR] 8 Feb (BL); 300 at 10th Road E, S of Ridge Rd [HM] 
9-13 Feb (RPo); 250 at Sour Springs Rd at Cockshutt Rd 
[BR] 16 Feb (BL); 950 at East River Rd at Eagle Ridge Ct, 
Glen Morris [BR] 17 Feb (JH,EH); 250 at SWP between 
Mainway & Lampman Ave, Burlington 21 Feb (CR). The 
best year for this irruptive species in several years. Some of 
the larger flocks were tallied by diligent observers counting 
birds directly from photos.
“Greater” Common Redpoll (subspecies rostrata)#: 
One at Brantford landfill 2 Jan (BL); one on 10th Road E, N 

of Mud St [HM] 9 Feb (RPo); one at Caledonia feeder 14-15 
Feb (GN); one at Franklin Pond [WT] 24 Feb (NH).
Hoary Redpoll#: One at J.C. Saddington Park [PL] 6-10 
Dec (IJ,m.obs.) and one there 15-20 Jan (LF,MN et al.); one 
at River Rd off Fawcett Rd [BR] 7 Dec (BL) and one there 
8 Feb (BL); three at Brantford landfill 23 Dec (JL); one at 
McNally Pit, Puslinch [WL] 27 Dec (WK); one at Winter Way, 
Brantford 29 Dec (DG,SG); one at Bronte Creek P.P. [HL] 1-6 
Jan (MJa); two at Conc Rd 9 Walpole, E of Rd 53 [HD] 3 Jan 
(CB); one at East River Rd at Eagle Ridge Ct., Glen Morris 
[BR] 6 Jan (EH,JH) and two there 23 Jan (JL/SL,BL); one at 
Paddy Greene Rd [HM] 9-12 Jan (PR/SMc); one at Joe Sams 
Park, Waterdown 9 Jan (JHo) and three there 30 Jan (BC); 
one at Tollgate Pond 10 Jan (RPo); one at West River Rd, N of 
Spottiswood Lakes [BR] 10-13 Jan (BF,EHe) and two there 21 
Jan (BF); one at Greenwich St brown-field site, Brantford 11 
Jan (BL); one at rail trail at Slote Rd [HM] 2 Feb (JL); one at 
Caledonia feeder [HD] 8 Feb (GN); one at Brant Church Rd, 
500m S of Burtch Rd [BR] 16 Feb (BL); one at Sour Springs 
Rd and Cockshutt Rd [BR] 17 Feb (MH); one at McLellan 
Rd, N of Salt Springs Church Rd [BR] 17 Feb (SL,BL); one at 
Franklin Pond [WT] 24 Feb (NH). As is typical in Commom 
Redpoll irruptive years, Hoary Redpolls are usually in the 
mix as shown by the many records above.All of the above 
records were documented with text and/or photos.
Pine Siskin: Seven at Winter Way, Brantford 1 Dec 
(DG,SG), 37 there 4 Dec, 48 there 20 Dec and 60 there 28 
Dec (SG,DG); 70 at Kilbride [HL] feeder 15-16 Dec (CMa); 
50 at Oak Park Rd & Hardy Rds, Brantford (GSi,JSi); 65 
at Bond Tract [WL] 7 Jan (SMc); 12 on Westover Rd, N of 
8th Conc [HM] 1-19 Feb (PS); 70 at Guelph Arboretum 20 
Feb (ACa); 135 at Woodland Glen Dr Trail, Guelph 24 Feb 
(JSip).
Evening Grosbeak#: 35 at Eagle Ridge Ct, Glen Morris 
[BR] 1 Dec – 28 Feb, with 50 birds on 4 Feb (JH,EH); one 
over Woodland Cemetery 5 Dec (SL); six at Valens C.A. 
[HM] 15 Dec (DD) and five there 31 Dec (RK); 12 at Hume 
Rd, Puslinch [WL] 17 Dec, 24 there 26 Jan and 24 there 13 
Feb (NE); 19 at Deer Run Ct [BR] 22 Dec (JSi,GSi); 20 at 
Arkell Springs Loop Trail [WL] 31 Dec (KEd); 10 at Paris 
Plains Church Rd at West River Rd [BR] 1 Jan (EH,JH); two 
at Valens Rd, S of Hwy 97 [HM] 3 Feb (RK); five at Starkey 
Hill Trail [WL] 13 Feb (WVH,PaC); 11 at Kirkwall [HM] 
14 Feb (GT); three at Guelph Arboretum 28 Feb (PTu). 
Following the large numbers of migrants observed in the 
fall, a few of these striking finches stayed-put through the 
winter at a couple of locations. The feeders of Ellen & Jerry 
Horak hosted dozens of visiting birders who travelled to 
Glen Morris to see the 30+ grosbeaks that stayed at these 
well-stocked feeders throughout the period. 
Lapland Longspur#: One at Fallsview Rd, Dundas 27-30 

Red Crossbill in Waterdown - 22 February 2021 - photo Rod 
MacDonald.
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Dec (MJa et al.); two at Brantford landfill 27 Dec (BL); one 
at Alberton Rd, N of Hwy 2 [HM] 9-10 Feb (BCo/SMc); one 
at 3rd Line, Hagersville [HD] 15 Feb (RPo); one at McBay Rd, 

W of Painter Rd [BR] 18-23 Feb (SMc,BL,m.obs.) and two 
there 22 Feb (AK,JS); one at York Airport [HD] 20 Feb (RL).
Snow Bunting: 60 at Alberton Rd, N of Hwy 2 [HM] 3 
Dec (SMc) and 120 there 7 Feb (MBu); 150 at Fallsview Rd, 
Dundas 25 Dec (SD,JD); 65 at Hwy 5, W of Woodhill Rd 
[HM] 26 Dec (SL,BL); 60 at McBay Rd, W of Painter Rd [BR] 
29 Jan (BL), 1300 there 18 Feb (BL,SMc) and 1000 there 19 
Feb (MH); 60 at 437 Maltby Rd W, Guelph 3 Feb (YS); 250 at 
McLellan Rd, N of Salt Springs Church Rd [BR] 5 Feb (BL); 
150 at Brant Church Rd, S of Sour Springs Rd [BR] 9 Feb 
(BL); 350 at West Dumfries Rd, W of West River Rd [BR] 
14 Feb (ANg); 350 at Sour Springs Rd at Cockshutt Rd [BR] 
16 Feb (BL); 100 at Oakes Rd, N of Baseline Rd, Grimsby 
17 Feb (LMac); 250 at 140 McBay Rd 18 Feb (BL,SMc) and 
900 there 21 Feb (SVH). Large numbers of these nomadic 
wanderers were eventually noted in February as they moved 
northwards through the HSA.
Eastern Towhee#: One at Uplands Ave, Flamborough 17 
Dec – 21 Jan (JE); one at Holcim Lakefront Mansion [PL] 
10-20 Jan (MCr/HBu); one at Churchill Park, Westdale 7 
Feb (CW).
Chipping Sparrow#: One at Hatton Dr, Ancaster 
1 Dec – 14 Feb {photo} (RPe,IS); one at Porcupine Ave, 
Mississauga 4 Dec (JHi); one in Westdale, Hamilton 5 Dec 
{photo} (JMi); one at Westfield Pioneer Village, Kirkwall 
Rd [HM] 6 Dec – 8 Feb (SL,m.obs.); one at Iroquoia 
Heights C.A. [HM] 26 Dec – 8 Feb (WB,LT,SCa,DMo). 
American Tree Sparrow: 100 at rail trail at Powerline 
Rd [BR] 17 Dec (MH); 65 at Heritage Green Park [HM] 
26 Dec (BC); 65 at Paris Plains Church Rd area [BR] 7 Feb 
(KJ); 85 at River Rd off Fawcett Rd [BR] 8 Feb (BL); 46 at 
Oxbow Rd [BR] 10 Feb (BL).
Field Sparrow#: One at Wilkes Dam, Brantford 10 Dec 

(NFa); five at rail trail at Powerline Rd [BR] 11 Dec (NFa); one 
at Great Lakes/Rebecca SWP [HL] 19 Dec (MJ); one at Princess 
Pt, RBG 312 Dec (BMi); one North Waterdown Woods 10 Jan 
(MaL); one at Griffin Homestead, Dundas Valley 27 Jan (SMc); 
one at Ridgeside Lane, Oakville 29 Jan (GPr).

Savannah Sparrow#: One at Alberton Rd, N of Hwy 2 
[HM] 8 Dec (SMc/DD); one at South Shell Park [HL] 27 
Dec – 25 Jan (MJ et al.).
Fox Sparrow#: One at Hatton Dr, Ancaster 1 Dec (RPe,IS); 
three at Grand River floodplain at River Rd, Brantford 4 Dec 
(BL); three at Beckett-Glaves Memorial Forest, Birkett Lane, 
Brantford 4 Dec (SMc,BL); one at Lowville Park [HL] 5 Dec 
(BO); one at Bronte Creek P.P. [HL] 8-9 Dec (BC,GS); one 
at Roseville Ct, Oakville 17 Dec (MJa); one at San Marino 
Cres, Hamilton 31 Dec – 6 Jan (SBu,NMo,MBu); one at 
Hamilton-Brantford Rail Trail at Papple Rd [BR] 8 Jan – 
20 Feb (BL et al.); four along Grand River, S of Brantford 

landfill 13 Jan (BL); one at Christie C.A. [HM] 28 Jan (AB); 
one at Wilbar Ct, Cambridge 12-13 Feb (MiH); one at N 
shore Cootes Paradise 19 Feb (BCo).
Swamp Sparrow: Five at Binbrook C.A. [HM] 17 Dec 
(SMc); four at ravine between Phelps Rd and Tutela Heights 
Rd, Brantford 22 Dec (BL); four on Grand River floodplain, 
S of Brantford landfill 13 Jan (BL).

Lapland Longspur with Snow Buntings and Horned Larks at 
McBay Rd, Brant - 22 February 2021 - photo Jay Solanki. Savannah Sparrow at South Shell Park, Oakville - 22 

January 2021 - photo Mark Jennings.

Fox Sparrow at San Marino Cres, Hamilton - 31 December 2020 - 
photo Shannon Buck.
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White-throated Sparrow: Ten at Hendrie Valley 25 Dec 
(LG); 14 at N shore Cootes Paradise 28 Jan (BCo); nine at 
Valley Inn 3 Feb (AB); 15 at Mineral Springs Trail, Dundas 
Valley 9 Feb (JL); 14 at Dundas Valley HQ 10 Feb (JL).
White-crowned Sparrow: 18 at Brantford landfill 1 Jan 
(SL,BL); nine at Sixteen Rd, E of Westbrook Rd [NG] 3 Jan 
(NS); seven at Rotary Riverside Trail [HD] 4 Jan (RL); three 
along Grand River, just upriver of Mt Healy [HD] 23 Jan 
(RL); three at 10th Road E, S of Ridge Rd [HM] 28 Jan (RPo); 
four at Brant Church Rd, S of Sour Springs Rd [BR] 9 Feb 
(BL,SL); five at York [HD] 27 Feb (RL); four at Twenty Rd, 
E of Westbrook Rd [NG] 28 Feb (JM).
Dark-eyed Junco: 59 at Silver Creek Ravine, Brantford 24 
Dec (BL); 45 at Lower Spring Creek, Dundas Valley 26 Dec 
(BS); 116 at Hamilton-Brantford Rail Trail at Papple Rd [BR] 
22 Jan (BL); 42 at Harrisburg Rail Trail [HM] 6 Feb (BL).
Eastern Meadowlark#: One at 8th Road E and Green 
Mtn Rd [HM] 24 Feb* (MV).
Common Grackle: One at Sixteen Mile Creek, N of Upper 
Middle Rd [HL] 23 Dec (MBo); two at 6418 Elcho Rd [NG] 
30 Dec (NR,JK); two at Grimsby Wetlands 1 Jan (LT); one 
at Port Davidson Rd, S of Sixteen Rd [NG] 4 Jan (CH); one 
at Maverick Rd, Ancaster 12 Feb (TC); three at Hwy 2, W 
of McBay Rd [BR] 25 Feb F (MBu); one at Hillview Dr, 
Grimsby 25 Feb F (LMac); six at N Brantford 28 Feb (ANg).
Red-winged Blackbird: 35 at Beckett-Glaves Memorial 
Forest, Birkett Lane, Brantford 4 Dec (SMc,BL); eight at 
Lower Credit River marshes [PL] 18 Dec (AKe); two at 
Roseville Ct, Oakville 25 Dec (MJa); three at Arkendo Dr, 
Oakville (HBu); five at Lakeside Park [PL] 31 Dec (PL); 
10 at Pinewood Park, Oakville 9 Jan (PSt); three at Grand 
River floodplain, S of Brantford landfill 13 Jan (BL); two 
at Grimsby Wetlands 11 Feb (LT); one at Haldimand Rd 9 
[HD] 14 Feb (JFo); one at Lake Ave Park, Stoney Creek 13 
Feb (JM); one at Heritage Ave and Twenty Rd [NG] 14 Feb 
(WV); one at Oxbow Rd [BR] 18 Feb (JPi); two at Grove 
Park Dr, Burlington 20 Feb F (JR); one at Frances Ave & 
Drakes Dr, Stoney Creek 20 Feb F (RPo).
Brown-headed Cowbird: 14 at 2100 Book Rd [HM] 13 
Dec (SMc); 120 at 1400 2nd Conc W, Lynden [HM] 14 Dec 
(BCo); 65 at 3298 Tremaine Rd [HL] 19 Dec (GPr); 25 at 
McBay Rd & Langford Church Rd [BR] 29 Dec (BL); 22 at 
6418 Elcho Rd [NG] 30 Dec (JK,NR); 75 at 7728 Silver St, 
Caistor Centre [NG] 3 Jan (CM,GPr); 36 at Brant Church 
Rd, S of Sour Springs Rd [BR] 4 Jan (BL); 140 at 2439 
Jerseyville Rd [BR] 4 Jan (SMc); 12 at Port Davidson Rd, S 
of Sixteen Rd [NG] 4 Jan (CH); 27 at Hamilton-Brantford 
Rail Trail at Papple Rd [BR] 15 Jan (MH) and 102 there 11 
Feb (BL,SMc); 11 at Bateman Line [BR] 16 Jan (SG,DG); 
15 at Brantford landfill 24 Jan (BL) and 22 there 26 Feb 
(BL); 10 at Glancaster Rd, Ancaster 3 Feb (DM); 15 at 4149 

Glancaster Rd [HM] 22 Feb (FSo); three at Prestwick Place, 
Brantford 26 Feb F (NFa).

Ovenbird#: One at Brantford feeder 26 Dec ** {photo} (PBy). 
Orange-crowned Warbler#: One at J.C. Saddington Park 
[PL] 8 Dec (AKe); one at Inch Park area [HM] 15 Dec ** 
{photo} (RP); one at Sedgewick Park [HL] 19 Dec – 7 Feb 
(AD,m.obs.); one at Bayfront Park 27 Dec ** (JHo); one at 
Brant C.A. [BR] 16 Jan ** (MH).
Nashville Warbler#: One at Burt Rd closed road 
allowance, St George [BR] 11 Dec (BL,EL).
Common Yellowthroat#: One at Valens C.A. [HM] 11 
Dec – 8 Jan (JL et al.); one at Heartwood Ct Woods [PL] 14 
Jan (DDi); one at Brant Park C.A. [BR] 16 Jan (MH).
Northern Parula#: One at Sedgewick Park [HL] 1 Dec ** 
(MJa) and two there 4 Dec – 4 Jan ** (CE,m.obs.) then one 
until 6 Jan (m.obs.); one at LaSalle Park 2-10 Dec ** (JWa/TM).
Yellow-rumped Warbler#: One at Lakeside Park [PL] 
3-5 Dec (VC); one at Holcim Lakefront Mansion [PL] 
7-12 Dec (JWa,LF); 
one at Hespeler Mill 
Pond [WT] 9 Dec (HB); 
one at Gypsum Mine 
Railway Trail, NE of 
York [HD] 9 Dec (RL); 
one at Morrison Valley 
Trail, Oakville 19 Dec 
(SMc,PSp,KO); one at 
69 Flatt Rd, Aldershot 
26 Dec (AKe,MLo); one 
at Rotary Riverside Trail 
29 Dec (RL) and three 
there 2 Jan (ESi); three E of Park Rd S and S of Elm Tree Rd, 
Grimsby 3 Jan (CM,JHa,BHi); one at J.C. Saddington Park 
[PL] 18 Jan (NMc,GRi); one at Richardson St, Brantford 20 
Jan – 28 Feb (SL,KG); two at Caledonia [HD] 7 Feb (GSa); 
one at 8th Road E, S of Ridge Rd [HM] 10 Feb (KDi).
Wilson’s Warbler#: One at South Shell Park [HL] 3 Jan 
{photo} ** (MJ).

Ovenbird at Brantford feeder - 26 December 2020 - photo Peter Byerlay.

Northern Parula at Sedgewick Park - 5 
Dec 2020 - photo Mike Waldhuber.


