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Hello! Welcome to another volume of the Wood Duck, the 75th! Quite an 
anniversary if we were celebrating. As always, I welcome your feedback 
about any aspect of the journal. And I like to stress that it is a journal, not 
a newsletter. I really want to encourage members to write. I was able to fill 
most of the space herein without resorting to reprints. Of course I don’t 
mind the one reprint inside which gives an encouraging report about land 
set aside for nature. But the goal of setting aside 15% of our terrestrial earth 
is insufficient. We should be shouting for more, much more. I think 50% 
sounds like a much better number. This is what will be needed to preserve 
life on earth. Human greed has to give way.

There are several interesting articles inside. Our Club is very involved in 
trying to protect our environment at the local level as we are fighting the 
City of Hamilton boundary extension and also the ludicrous idea of natural 
heritage offsetting policies. These policies would let developers destroy  
protected areas such as wetlands if they compensate by relocating wetlands 
and other natural features somewhere else. As if it were that easy! But any zany 
proposal such as this one seems to curry favour with this current provincial 
government. That truth is stranger than fiction is borne out again. I have a 
better idea, why don’t you take your development and stick it somewhere 
else like a redundant farm field that is just growing soybeans and/or corn to 
feed livestock. More on this in future issues.

Some readers will notice that I have two ‘Species of the Month!” Surely a 
mistake? But no, it is planned. Usually on that page there is information on 
the cover photo but this month that would be unnecessary as there is an 
article in this issue about that cover photo species. So what better way to fill 
that space than with another ‘Species of the Month’. 

It has been an “uncomfortable” summer with news stories about a climate 
going haywire. What happened in B.C. surely has to be a wake-up call for all 
of us to do something, anything, to tackle the climate change beast. Maybe it 
will take something like tempeatures of almost 50oC in Canada (!!!!) for our 
leaders to stop playing politics and enact policies for meaningful change. 
But as I write this I see our federal goverment is taking the opportunity to 
force an unwanted election that will only serve that party, not the people. 
We deserve better. The Earth deserves better.

From the Editor

Bill Lamond
Editor
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Next HNC Monthly Meeting

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
News and Updates

Due to the on-going pandemic, the HNC is not having its 
normal Monthly Meetings. Instead the “virtual” meetings 
will continue. A link to join this webinar will be provided 
in the President’s Message in September and on the HNC 
website:

13 September at 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: Claudia Lacroix

Topic: Long-term research: Advancing our knowledge of 
turtle ecology and their mysterious behaviours.

Ontario is home to the longest continuous study of 
freshwater turtles in the world! For over 50 years, 
researchers from the Algonquin Wildlife Research 
Station have been studying Common Snapping and 
Midland Painted Turtles inhabiting Algonquin Provincial 
Park. This work has helped further our understanding 
of multiple aspects of turtle ecology, including their 
behaviour.

Claudia Lacroix is an early-career research scientist 
interested in animal behaviour and conservation, with 
an undergraduate degree in environmental science and 
conservation biology from the University of Toronto. 
Starting as a field assistant for the Bat Lake Inventory of 
Spotted Salamanders at the Algonquin Wildlife Research 
Station, Claudia has since focused on investigating 
hatchling Snapping Turtle vocalizations and how these 
sounds may be related to their hatching behaviour. 
Claudia will discuss work being conducted on the long-
term turtle project at the Algonquin Wildlife Research 
Station as well as her recent work investigating the 
sounds of hatchling Snapping Turtles. Claudia’s recent 
experiments have shown that hatchling Snapping Turtles 
make five distinct sounds and that hatchlings coordinate 
their digging to escape their nest. Through her Master’s, 
she is now investigating the purpose of these vocalizations 
as well as looking for evidence of vocalizations in other 
Ontario

  

Next BSG Webinar Meeting
 September at 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: 
New Presentation: TBA

Letters to the editor are always welcomed and will be 
duly published. If you have something to say, positive or 
negative, send it in. We want your feedback on the journal 
or any other aspect of the HNC and its activities.
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Species of the Month: Harvester
 (Feniseca tarquinius)

Family: Lycaenidae
Identification: This dainy butterfly is about ther size of a 
dime but even at this small size it is a feast for the eyes. The 
pattern of roundish reddish-brown spots bordered by white 
is unique. It cannot be mistaken for anything else. It is often 
first observed flying in circles for long periods of time before 
it alights on a nearby leaf. It is the only butterfly in Ontario 
whose larva (caterpillars) are carnivorous, feeding on 
several genera of wooly aphids.

Habitat: They are largely restricted to areas with alders either 
the native Speckled Alder or introduced Black Alder where 
the wooly aphids feed on these two shrub species.

Range: This species is very widespread across Ontario but 
quite local occurring as far north as 52o N. It has only been 
found at a few locations in the HSA.

The Photo: Ian Smith took this photo in his backyard in 
Ancaster on 5 August 2021. 

Species of the Month: Swamp Milkweed Leaf 
Beetle (Labidomera clivicollis) 

Family: Chrysomelidae

Identification: Looks like a giant Lady Beetle but without 
the usual spot pattern. It will almost always be associated 
with Swamp Milkweed or Butterfly Milkweed.

Habitat: Essentially anywhere that Swamp Milkweed occurs 
so generally in wetlands but as noted can associate with 
Butterfly Milkweed so dry habitats are possible too.

Range: Occurs in eastern North America from the Gulf 
Coast to Lake Nipissing to Quebec City to Moncton. It likely 
occurs in the Rainy River District of Ontario as well.

The Photo: This individidual was photographed at 
the Westoak Trail  in Oakville on 6 July 2021 by Shena 
Chisholm.
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Early Morning Delights Over the Grand River
by GEORGE NAYLOR
I WAS AWARE OF THE SOLAR ECLIPSE happening 
over eastern North America early on the morning of June 
10th, 2021, but I never made any special plans for it. At 
around 5 a.m. on the 10th, my eyes popped open and I 
immediately thought: - Eclipse! I looked out our bedroom 
window facing the south bank of the Grand River in 
Caledonia, and saw that the sun hadn’t risen yet, but judging 
by the light in the eastern sky, I could see that my view of the 
rising sun was nicely blocked by the newly built facsimile of 
the old Caledonia Flour Mill building. From this perspective 
about 60m away from the river, I could also see what looked 
like swirling fog over the river. I threw on shorts and a shirt, 
grabbed my binoculars and the camera, and drove over to 
the parking lot on the east side of the Flour Mill building, 
where I had an unobstructed view of the eastern sky. With 
Paul Simon’s song “Still Crazy After All These Years” playing 
softly in my head and an Osprey circling over the river, I 
waited for sunrise.

I’ve never taken pictures of an eclipse before. I thought that 
it wouldn’t be wise to look directly into the viewfinder, so 
when the sun was in view, but before the eclipse started, I 
practiced a bit. I rested the camera with the 400mm lens on 
the top of the driver’s window, and from a side view, tried to 
judge the amount of light in the viewfinder. I took a bunch of 
pictures, and found that using this method, about one shot 
in four actually had the sun in it! When the eclipse began, 
I started shooting away. The two pictures of the eclipse I’ve 
included with this story are the product of this photography. 
The first picture shows the full rising sun, and to the right 
and above the sun I captured the Osprey that was over the 
river carrying nesting material back to a nest on a cell tower 
just north of town. I don’t know if this was just a late nesting 
attempt, or a 2nd attempt after a 1st nest failure. The 2nd 
shot of the sun is at the eclipse maximum. Although not a 
full eclipse, it was satisfying to experience, and even better 

to get pictures of.

I posted the two photos on HSA Nature Notes, and the same 
day, Audrey Heagy also posted pictures of the eclipse taken 
from the Dundas Escarpment. I knew that the eclipse was 
total farther north over eastern North America, but when 
I saw Audrey’s pictures, I was startled to see from that very 
slightly higher latitude of Dundas, how much more of the 
sun the moon had covered. Dusting off my high school 
geometry lessons, I realized that even though the sun is 93 
million miles away, the moon, being 200,000+ miles away, 
significantly changes the moon’s coverage when viewing the 
eclipse from earth, even 
with that minor change 
of perspective.

While I was waiting 
for the sunrise and the 
eclipse to start, and 
from my new vantage 
point right on the 
river, I realized that 
the “swirling fog” I 
saw from my bedroom 
window was actually a 
large aquatic insect hatch, so I took some pictures of this too. 
I don’t know what species it was, but I’m sure they weren’t 
Mayflies. The Mayflies I’ve seen have a slow, fluttery and 
bouncy flight, but these insects flew much faster, hence the 
“swirling!” The picture here of this impressive insect swarm 
don’t convey the motion that I witnessed. In the photos 
there is a silvery sheen to the individuals in the swarm, but 
that impression may just be due to the backlighting from the 
rising sun. Any guesses as to species by anyone out there? All 
in all, a spectacular start to a nice June summer morning! It’s 

Sunrise over Grand River, Caledonia - 10 June 2021 - 
photo George Naylor.

Partial Eclipse of the Sun over Caledonia - 10 June 2021 - 
photo George Naylor.

Early morning insect swarm over 
Grand River, Caledonia - 10 June 2021 

- photo George Naylor.
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End of Season Community Meeting
by MICHAEL ROWLANDS

FOR THE FIRST TIME since May 1995, the Bird 
Study Group held an event in May. Unlike those early days, 
it was not an outdoor hike followed by a film, but a virtual 
“community event” since Ontario was still in a pandemic 
lockdown and few people were away from home. BSG 
Director Jackson Hudecki first made a number of general 
announcements and thanked the organizing committee 
members for their efforts during the nine months of virtual 
meetings since the Covid-19 pandemic shut down our in-
person meetings.

He especially thanked Arlene 
McCaw for all her contributions 
over the years. (Arlene has 
maintained the welcome desk, 
sign-in sheets, name tags, 
and cash donation boxes at 
live meetings; booked the 
meeting room at the Burlington 
Seniors’ Centre; coordinated 
the engraving of our birding 
awards; filled in as emcee at 
meetings; offered her home as 

a meeting room for the committee, and her backyard for 
video presentations of the Robert Curry Award; picked up 
the bird-friendly decaffeinated coffee we used to serve at 
the meetings; and many other miscellaneous tasks.) She 
is now stepping down from her activities, which creates 
an opening on the committee – please contact Jackson at 
birdstudygroup@hamiltonnature.org if you are interested 
in volunteering. Thanks again, Arlene!

The 2020 Bird of the Year Award goes 
to Nathan Hood for his sighting of a 
Brown Booby at Van Wagners Beach 
on September 8, 2020. The bird stayed 
around the offshore wave tower until late 
October, so many people were able to see 
it, albeit only at a distance through birding 
scopes or strong binoculars. Nathan was 
available to chat with Jackson about his discovery, the first 
Brown Booby for the Hamilton Study Area and species 
400 for our local checklist! (Further details can be found 
in Nathan’s article on page 211 in the May 2021 issue of the 
Wood Duck.) 

The young birder of 2020 is Eila McNeil, who recorded 
203 species and was shown in a video being presented 

the Robert Curry Trophy by 
Bob Curry in Arlene McCaw’s 
backyard. Eila’s “spark bird” was 
a singing Northern Cardinal she 
heard in her neighbourhood 
when she was just nine years 
old. This prompted the purchase 
of birdseed and a camera and 
a growing interest in birds. Some years later, after a visit 
to Ruthven, she began helping with bird banding under 

the mentorship of Rick Ludkin. 
Her favourite birding spots are 
Arkendo Park, Rattray Marsh, 
Hendrie Valley, and Cootes 
Paradise. Her memorable birds 
from 2020 included Brown Booby, 
Yellow-headed Blackbird, Black-
bellied Plover, and Fish Crow. 
Eila is a member of the Ontario 
Nature Youth Council and was the 
presenter of an Introduction to 
Birding webinar produced by ON 
to bring more youths (and others) 
to the joys of birdwatching. She 
thanked the BSG for the award 
and the opportunity to meet other 
birders and gave special mention to 

her supportive parents for all their “hours of walking and 
looking” and said birds will always be a part of her life!

George Naylor was the next guest speaker, sharing with 
Jackson his ongoing efforts to ensure suitable habitats for: 
(1) Cliff Swallows on the proposed new steel bridge over 
the Grand River in Caledonia when the current concrete 
bridge is scheduled to be replaced in 2023, and (2) Ospreys, 
whose nests on various communication towers have been 
removed or deterred using exclusion devices by private 
corporations.

George was interviewed by 
the CBC about the Caledonia 
bridge and a link to their 
story with further details 
is available here: https://
www.cbc.ca/news/canada/
hamilton/cl i f f-swal lows-
a r g y l e - s t r e e t - b r i d g e -
caledonia-ontario-1.5936612 

Bird Study Group Meeting Summary – 17 May 2021

BSG scribe Michael 
Rowlands.

Arlene McCaw - 16 April 
2007.

Eila O’Neil among 
dozens of protesters of 
all ages who took part 
in the global climate 

strike out front Oakville 
Town Hall - 29 Sep 

2019 - photo Graham 
Paine (Toronto Star).

Nathan Hood in 
Cochrane area - 
from his blog.

George Naylor at Point Pelee.
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Cliff Swallows cannot reside on steel structures unless special 
coatings are applied to allow their nests to adhere. So far, the 
MTO has not agreed to alter its proposed bridge design to 
accommodate the swallows so George urges everyone to sign 
the petition being sent to the Ministry of Transportation of 
Ontario (a link is provided in the CBC article).

As for getting the cellphone tower owners to be more 
considerate of the needs of the Ospreys, George has been 
continuing his dialogue with Bell Canada’s corporate 
responsibility officers with the help of Rob Dobos. He has also 
asked the City of Hamilton why standalone platform towers 
could not be erected at places like Bayfront Park, which would 
solve the Osprey problem and also provide a natural attraction 
for park visitors. With the encouragement of Lyn Folkes and on 
behalf of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, George also entered 
both these projects in a contest being run in Ontario by the 
David Suzuki Foundation to reward efforts that promote 
wildlife preservation measures with a $5000 prize.

Retired biology professor Dave Moffatt then 
gave us a comprehensive presentation on his 
personal scientific study of a large colony of 
Marsh Wrens in Cootes Paradise, where he 
has solo canoed for many years and learned 
to recognize the different singing patterns 
of individual male birds. He explained how 
he counted the number of unique singing males by using 
a triangulation method and was able to estimate the size 
of colonies in each of 47 territories within the marsh. He 
determined the summer population in 2020 was 43 males 
and approximately 100 birds in total.

The Marsh Wren is regionally or provincially significant and 
he feels it should be recognized as a signature species for the 
restoration of the marsh habitat. While Dave admitted that 
the RBG has not shown much enthusiasm for his results 
so far, due to other higher priorities, he hopes in 20 years 
there will be 70-80 males there. If nothing else, he said he 
has immensely enjoyed his pre-dawn canoe trips through the 
marsh to hear and count these fascinating birds.

The final guest on the webinar was Christa Jackson from 
Falconwatch. She gave us a quick history of the watch that has 
monitored various Peregrine Falcon pairs and their offspring 
on a ledge at the Sheraton Hotel in downtown Hamilton since 
1994. Sixty chicks and four foster chicks have been raised 
there. This year has provided new drama because, while 
the resident parents (Ossie and Lily) were watching over a 
new clutch of eggs, a new male (Judson, from Buffalo, and a 
grandson of Felker, from Hamilton) arrived on the scene and 
possibly fought with Ossie, driving him away from the nest 
site. Lily abandoned her eggs, which were declared as “failed” 

by mid-May, and nobody knows yet whether Judson will 
permanently take Ossie’s place as Lily’s new mate. There’s also 
a new mystery female Peregrine in the area, so her ongoing 
role has yet to be determined! Stay tuned to all the news 
and live photos from the Sheraton ledge at the Hamilton 
Community Peregrine Project’s website at this link: http://
falcons.hamiltonnature.org/!

That concluded the special May webinar, so Jackson wished 
everyone a great summer of birding and to stay safe. As he 
mentioned in his opening comments of the evening, please 
let him know (at the address above) if you know someone 
who would like to join the BSG organizing committee or 
could be a future speaker on any matters regarding Ontario 
birding. Meetings will resume in September – whether in-
person or virtually or both – so check the HNC website for 
details. Good birding, everyone!

Happy 100th Birthday!! 
Catherine McCulloch

3 September 2021

Kay is a very special and regular member of the 
Larks; a keen birder and botanist. Always bright 
and cheery, she has a wonderful welcoming 
smile for everyone.What an amazing and 
delightful lady; best wishes, the Larks.

David Moffatt.
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Steller’s Sea-Eagle — Gaspe, Quebec - 11 July 2021 
by BOB CURRY

IT WAS THE WORST TWITCH EVER. 
It was the best twitch ever.

It was an Andrew Olive eBird checklist for 
June 29 that began it for Marcie Jacklin and 
me. Here is the partial text from his list:
First discovered by Listuguj Mi’gmaq Ranger 
Gerry Isaac last evening at approximately 
7:30 p.m. perched in a tree on the Southern 
side of Gillis Island. The cell phone photo, 
although grainy, seemed to show the features 
of this ultra rare Eagle. After unsuccessfully 
relocating the bird in the morning, we later 
found the eagle perched at the top of a large 
spruce tree on the northeastern side of Gillis 
Island along the Restigouche River.

The Restigouche River estuary forms the border between 
New Brunswick and Quebec. After more sightings and 
eBird reports from NB and Quebec birders on June 30 
and July 1 several parties of Ontario birders made the 14-
hour (1300 km from Toronto) trip. Unfortunately, despite 
diligent searching by them and others on July 2, 3 and 4 the 
bird could not be turned up. Hearing the negative results 
Marcie and I decided to cancel our trip.

Was it still in the area? The Restigouche Estuary is a 
complex of many wooded islands that could hide even this 
huge bird. The answer came when on the morning of July 9 
three different parties of Quebec birders found the eagle in 
the York River Estuary, Wakeham, Gaspe. This location is, 
as the eagle flies around the south Gaspe coast, about 250 
kilometres distant.

So, we decided to go. Or, as Marcie put it, “I’m in the car 
and driving towards Burlington. You have a bit more than 
an hour to say no”. We left Burlington at 4:30 p.m. on 
Friday afternoon, probably the worst time to drive through 
Toronto. We opted for the pricey 407. We drove through 
the night down the south shore of the St. Lawrence east 
of Quebec City. At 3:30 a.m., somewhere before Riviere du 
Loup, we pulled over for a half hour or so of fitful sleep. 
And then the robins woke us up. On up the coast we 
drove with dramatic hills and cliffs on our right and the 
St. Lawrence at low tide on our left with Common Eiders, 
Black Guillemots, diving gannets and sleeping seals. At 
L’Anse-Pleureuse we turned south on Route 198 that winds 
up and over the mountains, through the mining town of 

Murdochville and eventually towards the village of Gaspe.
We arrived at the Wakeham overlook at 11:00 a.m. Saturday 
morning, 18.5 hours after setting out from Burlington 
(when you add the extra 1.5 hours from Ft. Erie, Marcie 
travelled the farthest of all). Paul Lagasi and Paul Martin of 
Ottawa were right behind us. Chris Escott of Toronto had 
arrived before 10 and with a few local birders, had watched 
the bird perched on a log, mid-river. But then about 10:30, 
it flew up river out of sight. It’s difficult to describe my 
sinking feeling, my crush of disappointment, my plunge 
from hope to despair that follows such news.

Of course, we watched all day trying a few spots on both 
sides of the river but saw only Bald Eagles. I did hear a 
Nelson’s Sparrow sing a few times. Small compensation. 
Towards late afternoon a dozen birders gathered at a bridge 
over the river about two kilometres upstream from the 
morning lookout point. The eagle had gone to roost there 
last night and was still there at 5 a.m. Hoping it would 
return to the same tree to sleep we kept a vigil until sunset. 
Nothing.

Told that accommodation was limited, Marcie used her 
phone to book us two rooms in a B and B. The only problem 
was that it was 35 km away along torturous, winding roads. 
We arrived stupefied from lack of sleep. I was just about to 
drop asleep at 9:15 when some other guests set off fireworks 
right outside my window – coloured balls followed by loud 
bangs. Unbelievable. Actually, I may have fallen asleep the 
display notwithstanding.

Stellar’s Sea-Eagle at York River, Gaspe - 10 July 2021 - photo Paul Lagasi.
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We set our alarms for 5 a.m. We would stop at the lookout 
to tell the others we were on our way home – we would turn 
around if they saw the eagle. But just before 5 Marcie rapped 
at the door. “It’s there” she whispered. It took her three times 
before I comprehended.

Five minutes later I was at the car, before Marcie. I didn’t 
even visit the bathroom. We roared down the river and 
turned right. Driving dangerously fast – 140 kph on winding, 
hilly roads for 45 minutes…. It seemed to be taking a long 
time and I saw the ocean on our right. “Marcie, are we going 
the right way?” We pulled over, paralyzed with the sudden 
realization that we were driving at breakneck speed – away 
from our target. We were now 80 kilometres away from the 
eagle but started back as fast as we dared (now we had to 
deal with other vehicles on the road). Barb Charlton texted, 
“Where are you?”. Barb, Charmaine Anderson and Jean 
Iron arrived at 4 a.m., slept in a churchyard and got the bird 
within the hour!

Finally, the lookout. But neither our Ontario friends nor 
the eagle appeared – the Ontario birders had gone to 
McDonald’s for coffee and celebrations. We were 1.5 hours 
late and distraught beyond words. A few Quebec birders 
took pity on us, “the bird has flown downriver; look out from 
the Quonset hut”. At 6:45 we slammed to a stop, leapt out of 
the car and ran to another party of Quebec birders who once 
again recued us. Across the river was the eagle perched 1.2 
kilometres distant. Whew!

At this juncture the relief of the tension left us uncontrollably 
shaking. Talk about a twitch! It took an hour to really calm 
down. We had run through a huge spectrum of emotions 
from surprised excitement that the bird was there, through 
anger at our own stupidity, to panic that we would not get to 
the site on time through to joyous relief that we saw the bird. 
If I was ever going to have a heart attack this was the time.

For almost two hours we watched as the Steller’s preened and 
alertly scanned its domain. Jeff and Angela Skevington and, 
later, the two Pauls dropped in to have another look. Perched 
in the tree the Steller’s seemed oddly proportioned. It stood 
very erect on long thick yellow legs. The huge orange-yellow 
bill, white leggings and white wing patches added a clownish 
aspect.

At 8:40 we started to 
pack up when a woman 
with her teen son arrived, 
desperate to see the bird. 
We got the scope back out 
got them on it and just 
then the bird flew. What a 
striking brown and white 
image it was. It flew in a 
long glide down river to 
a spot on the river mostly 
obscured by marsh 
grasses. Seven Bald 

Eagles flushed in all directions like flies from a scat then 
began to dive at the Steller’s that was now standing on the 
mud. This dive-bombing went on for several minutes as the 
usurped eagles harassed “the king”, which spread its huge 
wings aggressively, the white upper wing coverts flashing in 
the sunlight. Surely screams must have accompanied these 
actions. The lesser eagles peeled off leaving the Steller’s to eat 
what we presumed was a large dead salmon. With its head 
down we could no longer see it. How privileged we were to 
have seen this action.

So, we started for home at 9:15. A bathroom stop at the 
Drummondville tourist building was next. The friendly 
woman took our tourist details and asked how many nights 
we had stayed with them in the Gaspe. One. No, she repeated, 
how many nights here with us? One. With a blank confused 
expression, she dutifully wrote it down.

York River Estuary, 10 July 2021 - photo Bob Curry.

Stellar’s Sea-Eagle at York River, Gaspe - 10 July 2021 - 
photo Bob Curry.

Wings in threat display - photo 
Marice Jacklin.
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The St. Lawrence was again lovely but we drove and drove 
finally stopping at Brockville where Marcie’s Tim had booked 
us two rooms. This was a major twitch. Thirty-six hours on 
the road and 3440 kilometres round trip.

More about this amazing bird. The Birds of the World on-line 
account describes it as an immense eagle with large head and 
massive orange bill to match. It breeds in coastal regions along 
the west Bering Sea and around the Sea of Okhotsk. And winters 
south to Korea and Hokkaido. It prefers narrow strips of coast 

and forested valleys along the lower stretches of rivers – just 
the habitat where this bird was found in New Brunswick and 
Quebec. It pretty well sticks within its range being a vagrant 
only as far as SW Alaska (about eight records). Birdlife 
International estimates the world population at about 5000.

On August 30, 
2020, Josh Parks 
photographed a 
Steller’s Sea-Eagle in 
Denali National Park, 
Alaska. This was the 
furthest inland record 
for North America. 
No further word until 
March 10, 2021 when 
a Steller’s Sea-Eagle 
was photographed 
perched on a snag 
in Goliad County, 
Texas. It was not seen 
there again. Much 
controversy ensued. 
Was the photo a fake? 
No, it was quickly 

established that the photo and the location were valid. There 
was talk of an escapee but none of the large American zoos 
was missing a Steller’s and very few others are known from 
North America.

Fast forward to June 29 when the New Brunswick bird was 
discovered. Subsequently, based on plumage details, Greg 
Neise tweeted, “The Steller’s Sea-Eagle being seen right now 
in New Brunswick is the same bird that was photographed 
near Denali in Alaska in August 2020 … And almost 

certainly the same one that was 
photographed in Texas in March 
of this year!”. Where the eagle 
was between these sightings is 
anybody’s guess. 

Eleven Ontario birders trekked 
to the Gaspe (actually five of 
those birders made the drive 
twice, having missed it New 
Brunswick). All saw the Steller’s 
Sea-Eagle although Marcie and 
I did our damnedest to miss it! 
We are photo-shopped into the 
group here as, of course, we were 
not there until an hour later.

I’ve been birding for 67 years. 
During that time, I’ve chased 

many rarities, often successfully but sometimes I “dipped”. 
We even dipped on a Steller’s – Eider that is - once in coastal 
Massachusetts. The Quebec Steller’s Sea-Eagle is the most 
exciting rarity that I’ve ever chased. The first record for 
Canada. The best twitch ever.

Quonset hut location

Feeding Stellar’s Sea-Eagle

Perched Stellar’s Sea-Eagle

L to R - Paul Lagasi, Chris Escott, Bruce DiLabio, Charmaine Anderson, Barb Charlton, Jean Iron, Angela 
Skevington, Paul Martin, Marcie Jacklin, Bob Curry, Jeff Skevington - photo Paul Lagasi.
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Natural Heritage Offsetting Discussion Paper
by GORD MCNULTY
HNC Conservation & Education Director

THE HNC HAS JOINED a growing number of 
Hamiltonians in a lively debate over the issue of natural 
heritage offsetting policies that would allow developers to 
compensate for the environmental impact of projects by 
relocating wetlands and other natural features.

The Hamilton Conservation Authority requested public 
feedback on an offsetting policy development discussion 
paper in light of the Authority Board of Directors decision 
on June 3 to reject a developer’s request for a permit to 
remove a locally significant wetland by the headwaters 
of Ancaster Creek. The developer has proposed to offset 
the loss by creating a new wetland beside a proposed 1.3 
million square foot warehouse complex at 140 Garner 
Road East.

Environmental activists Don McLean, Zoe Green, Nancy 
Hurst and Summer Thomas led seven delegated speakers, 
also including myself on behalf of the HNC, who urged 
the authority to refuse the proposal. HCA staff had 
recommended rejection of the plan and were supported 
by the delegations.

In an impressive display of community concern, the Board 
of Directors also received many letters from citizens 
opposed to the proposal by One Properties Real Estate Inc. 
Tom Beckett, founding HCA chair, and Brian McHattie, a 
former HCA chair, were among those who wrote letters of 
opposition.

Critics voiced concern about numerous issues including 
setting a dangerous precedent for future development, 
the viability of relocating a wetland, the importance of 
protecting the headwaters of Ancaster Creek and the fact 
that the proposal was premature when the HCA did not 
have a natural heritage offsetting policy.

The HCA set a deadline of July 31 for comment on its draft 
offsetting policy, to be discussed this fall. Six questions 
were posed. I replied to all six questions, on behalf of the 
HNC.

Question 1. What policies should be in place?
My reply: I do not support introducing an offsetting policy, 
because of the potential risks and uncertainties for the 
conservation of natural areas that are entailed by such an 
initiative. By ruling out an offsetting policy, the HCA would 
demonstrate strong leadership in protecting what remains 

of our diminishing 
wetlands in southern 
Ontario. I support 
the position taken 
by the Hamilton 350 
environmental group 
that is strongly urging 
the HCA to continue the 
existing policy that does 
not allow offsetting.

Question 2: Are there 
gaps or issues in the discussion paper?
My reply: Hamilton 350 identified issues such as the 
need to prevent the loss of more wetlands, natural areas 
and farmland to manage the increasing impact of climate 
change; the need to maintain the ecological integrity of 
lands and waters within HCA jurisdiction; the importance 
of protecting the habitat of at risk, endangered or vulnerable 
species; and the need to recognize and affirm Indigenous 
and treaty rights in Section 35 of the Constitution Act, 
1982. Ontario Nature, among other groups, has underlined 
the importance of consultation with the Indigenous 
community in any offsetting policy.

Question 3: Provincial Ministerial Zoning Order permits 
that require offsetting put conservation authorities in a 
difficult position. What should HCA do to conserve the 
natural heritage when such a permit is required?
My reply: The HCA should emulate the policy of the 
Toronto Region Conservation Authority. Hamilton 350 
has noted the TRCA has stated that any permit issued 
through an MZO is issued under duress and should 
involve stringent conditions requiring the replacement of 
lost or damaged ecological features by three times greater 
in size and quality than the original natural feature lost. It 
is also preferable that any replacement wetlands or natural 
features be created and shown to be functioning properly 
before developers remove existing wetlands or natural 
features.

Question 4: An option is that any of our offsetting policies 
would be line with the City of Hamilton and Wellington 
County/Puslinch Township approaches and policies. 
Therefore, decisions relating to offsetting would be led by 
the municipalities. What are your comments?

Gord McNulty.
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My reply: The City of Hamilton and Wellington County/
Puslinch Township should not support offsetting. I 
would worry that municipal councils, which usually 
have a majority of strongly pro-development councillors, 
might well be in favour of offsetting policies at the behest 
of developers. I’m concerned about the implications of 
municipalities leading decisions relating to offsetting. 
The HCA and other conservation authorities should 
be leading decisions in this matter, as they have expert 
professional staff who are most knowledgeable about 
protection of natural resources and the full watershed.

Question 5: Does the draft policy framework in 
Section 9 provide adequate direction for protection of 
existing features and for offsetting as a natural heritage 
management tool?
My reply: Section 9 doesn’t provide adequate protection 
of existing features in my view. It doesn’t mention the 
importance of preserving the existing natural legacy 
as part of mitigating the impact of climate change. 
Point #4 equivalency, is somewhat vague and should be 
strengthened to stipulate that a natural wetland should 
not be replaced with, for instance, a stormwater pond.

Re point #5, “permanent outcomes,” the suggested 
framework should be strengthened by requiring that 
offsetting outcomes should be designed to last “in 
perpetuity” as opposed to “at least as long as the project’s 
impacts.”’
Re point #6, alignment with municipal policies, I have 
the same comments as in 4. Above.
Re point #7, cost recovery, the principles appear sound 
but Hamilton 350 has suggested the wording is somewhat 
vague. Developers could interpret it to their benefit and 
there isn’t a specific requirement to hold them accountable 
to ensure that the complete costs are recovered.

Question 6: Should the approach for offsetting be based 
on a “no net loss” or a “net gain” philosophy?
My reply: There should be a higher standard than the 
achievement of “net gain.” Rather than “net gain,” a 
framework policy should establish a standard of replacing 
lost or damaged ecological features by three times greater 
in size and quality than the original natural feature lost. 
Hamilton 350 maintains, and I agree, that non-specific 
“net gain” language could be manipulated and redefined 
by developers who want to build as cheaply and quickly 
as possible.

In conclusion, the reservations I’ve expressed are why 
a policy to not allow offsetting is better than trying to 
create what is likely to be a controversial offsetting 
program posing serious challenges of implementation, 

maintenance of affected lands and waters, and 
enforcement. As Ontario Nature has stated, “Nowhere 
is there a resounding success story, where offsetting has 
been demonstrated to achieve its full potential.”

Bruce Mackenzie also sent comments to the HCA. He 
voiced concern that offsetting leads to “a slippery slope of 
improper management of natural lands with the motive 
being profit and not the retention of natural attributes 
of the land.” He emphasized that landowners should not 
be able to profit in any way from lands considered for 
offsetting.

A detailed joint submission was sent by Lynda Lukasik, 
Executive Director of Environment Hamilton, Anne 
Bell, Director of Conservation and Education of 
Ontario Nature; Katie Krelove, Ontario Campaigner of 
the Wilderness Committee; and Tim Gray, Executive 
Director of Environmental Defence.

In their comprehensive comments, the signatories 
stipulated many requirements that the HCA would need 
to enforce in an offsetting policy.

As they noted, “Most experts suggest two-to-one or 
greater offset areas to discourage their use and to ensure 
that offset project failure or low quality are mitigated in 
program design.” The submission noted best practice 
would be to demonstrate key benchmark ecological 
functions before development is permitted to destroy the 
original site being offset.
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More Active Friends of Nature
by DON MCLEAN

LOCAL DEFENDERS OF WETLANDS won a quite 
remarkable victory in June when they convinced the 
board of the Hamilton Conservation Authority to make 
an unprecedented decision to turn down a development 
proposal affecting the headwaters of Ancaster Creek. This 
is part of a growing local movement that is standing up for 
nature in the Hamilton area.

The story starts late last fall when the provincial Progressive 
Conservative government of Doug Ford dealt some serious 
blows to Ontario’s conservation authorities. It’s Bill 229 that 
passed in the first week of December pushes most citizens 
out of board membership, forces CAs to grant permits 
for destruction of significant wetlands, and shifts some 
of their powers to the provincial cabinet. The legislation 
drew enormous public opposition. All 36 conservation 
authorities opposed it. Fully 40 municipal councils passed 
resolutions against it. And the government was inundated 
with over 45,000 emails.

That push-back got some minor changes, but in Hamilton 
it spurred a new initiative from a local climate group. In 
January the Hamilton 350 Committee decided to establish 
a Conservation Watch to track the damage to the four 
conservation authorities that oversee watersheds in parts 
of Hamilton. By observing the public meetings of the 
Hamilton, Halton, Grand River and Niagara CA boards, 
they hoped to identify as early as possible the on-the-
ground ramifications of Ford’s changes.

The group has monitored every meeting since early 
February. In March they began a monthly series of 
90-minute public webinars under the banner Conservation 
Matters that include news from the local CAs and conflicts 
erupting in other parts of Ontario. These included the 
successful defeat of a provincial Ministerial Zoning Order 
in Stratford, as well as one on the border of Pickering and 
Ajax that threatened to replace a provincially significant 
wetland with an Amazon warehouse. CA staff from both 
Toronto and Hamilton have been among the guests.

The April meeting of the Hamilton Conservation Authority 
board featured a sharp dispute about a proposed policy 
that would permit wetlands and other natural features to 
be offset (i.e. relocated to someplace more convenient for 
a development proposal). A strong majority of the HCA 
board had earlier directed the drafting of this policy in 
response to a developer request to ‘slide over’ a wetland 

and stream segment in the 
headwaters of Ancaster 
Creek. The draft policy was 
headed out for a summer 
public consultation, but in a 
surprise twist the developers 
decided to immediately 
seek an HCA permit so 
they could proceed with the 
relocations.

The Conservation Matters group responded with a campaign 
opposing the permit. They held an emergency on-line rally 
immediately before the HCA May board meeting and 
inspired two delegations and over 60 letters. In response, 
the developers asked for a one month adjournment. That 
didn’t help. By the June meeting, the normally sleepy HCA 
board meeting had received over 200 letters and was facing 
seven individual delegations.

Three hours later, the board went in camera to make a 
decision. That took 90 minutes of private debate despite the 
most vocal board opponent being unable to participate. The 
outcome, announced just before midnight, was a shocking 
denial of the permit – the first time in memory that a 
development proposal had been completely turned down 
in an HCA permit hearing. Who voted for and who against 
is not made public but it’s evident from how long it took 
that it wasn’t unanimous. And it’s clear from the outcome 
that at least five of the remaining ten HCA board members 
didn’t support the developers.

At the end of July, the HCA completed its public 
consultation on its proposed offsetting policy. We won’t 
know the outcome until later this fall but it’s clear that lots 
of people will be watching and that nature has a very vocal 
and engaged number of allies.

The Conservation Matters webinars are scheduled for the 
evening of the last Wednesday of each month. Those already 
completed can be found on YouTube under Conservation 
Matters webinars. To get on the announcement list for 
future ones, email hamilton350@riseup.net.

Author Don McLean.
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Great Canadian Birdathon 9-10 May, 2021
by URSULA KOLSTER

THE GREAT CANADIAN BIRDATHON is a 
fundraising event across Canada that benefits the research 
and conservation of birds. Birders count bird species one 
day in May, and the raised money goes to Bird Studies 
Canada (BSC), an organisation which is located in Port 
Rowan with its “public” banding station on Old Cut Blvd 
on Long Point. I decided to participate again. It would be 
different being on my own. I chose to go to Long Point as 
the campground on Point Pelee was closed and only day-
trips were allowed.

I already started counting the bird species in the morning 
during my walk with my dog Mia around McMaster. The 
Killdeer, which belongs to the family of plovers comes 
regularly to the parking lots and likes to build its nest 
between the pebbles on the ground. It lures predators away 
from the nest site by pretending to be injured, stretching out 
one wing and showing the orange-coloured underparts. It 
worked for Mia. She followed it for quite some time!

I also got quite a number of birds at the feeder in my 
backyard. European Starlings and Red-winged Blackbirds 
showed up in big numbers. Also, the three woodpecker 
species, Downy, Hairy and Red-bellied, came. I especially 
like the Red-bellied. This is a zebra-backed bird  with a red 
cap and a white belly. Only the lower belly shows a light 
pinkish colour which is not very obvious but gave the bird 
its name. Its appearance in southern Ontario has increased 
in recent years. For two years, the male has stayed over the 
winter and was joined by a female last summer and they 
nested in the neighbourhood.

The Baltimore Oriole 
showed up as well, just 
in time to be counted. 
This bird is also a regular 
visitor. Besides the suet, 
it really likes the sugar 
solution in the oriole 
feeder and also oranges 
(cut in halves). It is a 
beautiful bird. The male 
has a black head and back 
and a flame-coloured belly and underparts. Its song is 
melodious, clear and short. They build interesting nests. 
It has a shape like a balloon and is attached to an end of 
a relatively thin, hanging branch high up, swinging in the 

wind, well secured. For many years, it nested in our back 
yard but last year, the intrusive starlings and Red-winged 
Blackbirds scared them away. They abandoned their nest.

Only the Ruby-throated Hummingbird was late this year. I 
saw him for the first time on the 16th of May. Some of the 
regular “winter” birds came to the feeder as well: Northern 
Cardinals, Blue Jays, White-breasted Nuthatches, Black-
capped Chickadees, House Sparrows, and the Carolina 
Wren.

The 90 minute drive to Long Point was uneventful regarding 
bird sightings. In Port Rowan, I decided to check the little 
harbour with the boat houses. There were swallows and 
gulls, among them the Little Gull, the smallest of its clan, 
and Barn Swallows. The Tree Swallows were present at the 
cottage and also the House Wren. They were inspecting the 
nest boxes. These two species are always fighting over the 
boxes. The wren would fill up as many as possible and the 
swallow has to look for an empty one.

The next morning, a 
White-crowned Sparrow 
was hopping on the 
ground in front of the 
cottage door searching 
for food. That was a good 
start for the count. With 
Mia in tow, I arrived 
at the Old Cut Field 
Station where the birds 
are captured in the nets 
waiting to be ringed. 
This year though, it was 
different. The whole 

area and the adjacent forest, a great spot for warblers 
were closed due to the pandemic. How disappointing! A 
few people were around looking almost as lost as I was. 
Yes, it was a cold weekend on top. The only birds flying 
around were swallows and blackbirds. Now and then, you 
could hear the cheerful song of the Yellow Warbler. And 
with its bright yellow plumage it was easy to find. I went to 
the Provincial Park. It was also quiet. I got a glimpse of a 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, before it disappeared. Then, I saw 
Cedar Waxwings flying to an adjacent tree. This is a highly 
gregarious bird which comes in a flock and likes to catch 
flies in the canopy. It is a slender brown bird with a crested 

Baltimore Oriole at Mount Albion 
Rd, Hamilton - 1 June 2016 - photo 

Bonnie Kinder.

White-crowned Sparrow at Valley 
Inn - 11 May 2016 - photo Bonnie 

Kinder.
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head, a black mask, and a yellow band at the end of its tail. 
Its call is a high pitched zeee zeeet. It was fun to watch them. 
But where were the warblers? The highlight to watch during 
the migration?

We drove along the 
Causeway that connects 
Long Point with the main 
land. The water level is so 
high, that the Big Creek 
Marsh on one side is flooded 
and looks like the Bay on the 
other side. Apart from a few 
swans, Mallards and two 
Great Blue Herons it was 
quiet.

I looked for birds in the 
marsh behind the BSC 

building on the main land, also in vain. The sewage lagoons 
near Port Rowan are a good place where you can find 
waterfowl, sandpipers, waders among others. I found only 
Buffleheads, but many of them, and they are small beautiful 
diving ducks. The male is mainly white with a black back, the 
female dark brown with a white spot below the eye.

Backus Woods is another excellent spot to find birds. It is 
located on the mainland, not far from Port Rowan. It is 
known for older-growth Carolinian forest and here you can 
find there some of the oldest trees in Ontario.

Needless to mention that also in this area I ran out of luck 
regarding the count. But Mia and I thoroughly enjoyed 
hiking through the woods in spite of it. The trail was often 
following a small creek winding through the hilly landscape 
where the ground was often carpeted with White Trilliums, 
Yellow Trout Lilies, and other wildflowers among them Wild 
Blue Phlox which I have never seen before. The call of three 
birds accompanied us all the time: the Song Sparrow, the 
American Goldfinch, and the Yellow Warbler. There were a 
few other songs of warblers but I could not identify them. 
Mia had great fun splashing through the creek and flushed 
at some point a pair of Wood Ducks. They are very shy and 
took off immediately with squeaky sounds. They landed 
high up in a tree before disappearing. And I spotted another 
bird which belongs to the family of flycatchers, the Eastern 
Phoebe. It was perched on a fence bobbing its tail.

The trails in Backus are also worth visiting because one can 
find trail signs with interesting information about the forest 
along the way. I only remember a few. There was one sign 
pointing to a Red Maple with many unusual bumps. These 
bumps or burls are caused by viruses or bacteria which 

insects introduce to the stem. They create a wavy pattern in 
the wood which is valued by cabinetmakers. Then there is an 
area with the largest number of Tulip Trees in one place. Their 
round column like trunks reach up to a height of 60m and 
have no branches until they form a crown high above. It was 
spectacular. Not long after, I heard a very loud and ongoing 
hammering verberating through the woods. I thought of 
the Pileated Woodpecker. And after a few minutes, we came 
to a sign which said that this is the territory of the largest 
woodpecker. So, indeed, it was the Pileated.

When we were driving 
back along the Causeway, 
I saw a group of six Great 
Egrets wading in the flat 
waters. What a nice way to 
end the day!
This year was in many 
ways different but also 
an interesting Birdathon 
outing. Due to the cold and 
rainy weather, not many 
warblers started their trip 
over Lake Erie. The number of bird species I counted is 
rather low, only 44. And I was a bit disappointed about the 
low number of warblers, only one. I remember the Count 
in 2009 when we saw 22 warblers and 103 species. But the 
Birdathon is a fundraising actvity and with your help I raised 
$605, of which 75% goes to BSC and 25% to the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club.

Thank you very much for your support.

Eastern Phoebe at Courtcliffe 
Park - 12 July 2021 - photo Tom 

Thomas.

Pileated Woodpecker at West Oak Trail, Oakville - 20 April 2021 - 
photo Joanne Redwood.

Great Egret at Hendrie Valley - 19 
Sep 2018 - photo Bonnie Kinder.
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Aug. 1, 2021

Dear Mayor Eisenberger and Members of the GIC:

The 600-member Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is one of the largest and most active naturalist organizations in Ontario.

On behalf of the Club, I reiterate the position that we took at the March 29 GIC meeting when we urged City Council to make 
its best effort to freeze the urban boundary. We supported council’s response to an ongoing groundswell of demand for public 
consultation by deferring a decision for an opinion survey that included a “no boundary expansion” scenario and a mailout. It 
was a start, at least, in public consultation.

Like many conservation and environmental groups, we’re concerned about policies by the provincial government including 
mandated land use directives to the 2051 planning horizon that favour urban sprawl. The reduced density goals and addition 
of market demand as justification for planning the housing mix are among many questionable decisions by this government 
that have produced an unprecedented outcry from conservation and environmental groups in Hamilton and across Ontario.

Former environmental commissioner Diane Saxe has identified urban sprawl as the main cause of increasing carbon emis-
sions at a time when we’re facing climate change. Add to that the loss of agricultural land, when local food production is 
becoming more important, the risk to watersheds with all of the increased residential and commercial run-off, and the costs 
of extending infrastructure.

We’re especially concerned about proposed development in Elfrida. We support the strong opposition of the Bird Friendly 
Cities Hamilton/Burlington team, as outlined in two letters to the committee, because of irretrievable habitat loss. It’s one of 
the key threats to healthy bird populations.

The fields, streams and woodlots of Elfrida host a significant population of year-round resident birds and support a large 
number of migratory bird species on their journey from Central and South America to the boreal forest and tundra. In addi-
tion, they also support winter resident species and visitors such as Snow Bunting and Snowy Owl.

The welfare of many of these species is of critical concern. In March, American Kestrels returned to the Elfrida lands to breed. 
These highly valued small falcons are a priority species which control rodent populations but they’ve experienced a large de-
crease in population since 1970 because of the loss of habitat. Killdeer, a plover that has that has adopted to agricultural lands, 
also breed in Elfrida but they have suffered a large decrease in population and will also lose their habitat.

Hamilton should aim to be part of the solution, rather than part of the problem, in achieving financially and environmentally 
sustainable planning. The goal should be to promote a healthier, greener and more attractive city. An emphasis on smart in-
tensification and more compact development would also be more compatible with Hamilton’s ongoing Urban Forest Strategy, 
which we’re pleased to work with the city in strengthening.

The HNC urges City Council to underline to the provincial government that it does not agree with mandated land use direc-
tives that favour urban boundary expansion. Hamilton and municipalities across Ontario deserve better than more sprawling 
subdivisions on farmland and forests.

This is an opportune time to send a message to the province that it should change course to promote more sustainable growth.

Given the limitations of virtual public engagement, we also urge City Council to consider increased opportunities for public 
consultation and participation in the evaluation framework and phasing principles.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Gord McNulty

Conservation & Education Director, HNC
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The World Achieves its Target to Protect More Land, 
Adding 42%—the Size of Russia—in Last Decade 
by GOOD NEWS NETWORK - 30 MAY 2021

SINCE 2010, over 8.1 million square miles have been added 
to the world’s network of national parks and conservation 
areas, an area greater than the land mass of Russia.

That means about 17% of land and inland water habitats 
and 8% of marine areas—especially those with particular 
importance for biodiversity—are now within formal 
protected areas being conserved and managed, with the 
total coverage (21m km2) increasing by 42% in the last 
decade.

A lot has changed since the Aichi 11 targets were set at the 
10th Biodiversity Conference in Japan in 2010. Protected 
and conserved areas have proliferated, with new protected 
areas being added every month as national governments 
and other stakeholders expand their efforts—like Australia’s 
recent announcement to pledge $100 Million to protect the 
ocean. 

The greatest growth in protected areas over the 10-year 
period has been in marine and coastal areas, where 68% of 
the current network’s area is less than ten years old.

“The international community has made major progress 
towards the global target,” says the new report from the UN 
Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring 
Centre (UNEP-WCMC) and the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), produced with support 
from the National Geographic Society.

“The latest edition of the biennial Protected Planet Report is 
the final report card on Aichi Target 11,” says the executive 
summary. “It is clear that coverage on land will considerably 
exceed the 17% target when data for all areas are made 
available, as many protected and conserved areas remain 
unreported.”

The next global biodiversity framework is due to be agreed 
at the UN Biodiversity Conference in Kunming, China, in 
October and is anticipated to include the ambition to scale up 
coverage and effectiveness of protected and conserved areas.

The Protected Planet Report concludes that the challenge 
will be to improve the quality of both existing and new areas, 
including making them better connected to each other, to 
allow species to move and ecological processes to function.
The report also finds that more needs to be done to manage 
protected and conserved areas equitably, so that the costs of 
conservation are not borne by local people while its benefits, 
including the mitigation of climate change, are enjoyed by 
others. This is key to building conservation networks that 
have the support and participation of people everywhere.

“IUCN welcomes the enormous progress made, particularly 
over the last decade, with protected areas covering a growing 
proportion of the globe,” says IUCN Director General Dr 
Bruno Oberle.

reprinted from www.goodnewsnetwork.org

AND  NOW FOR SOME GOOD NEWS!
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Green-stemmed Joe-Pye Weed in the Hamilton Area
by BILL LAMOND

THE GREEN-STEMMED JOE-PYE WEED 
(Eutrochium purpureum) is a very uncommon plant in 
Ontario. In the Hamilton Study Area (HSA) it is known 
from only a handful of locations. Most naturalists 
are unfamiliar with it and are far more acquainted 
with its common congener, Spotted Joe-Pye Weed (E. 
maculatum). They are strikingly similar in appearance 
when vegetative but can look very different when 
flowering. 

Most of us have seen dense stands of Spotted JPW and 
it can look spectacular in late July and August when it is 
in full-flower with its magnificent intense rose-coloured 
flowers. It is almost always growing in wet soil and in full 
sun. It is one of my favourite plants. Insects love it too and 
you will often find it covered with various pollinators and 
many butterflies, Monarchs included. Green-stemmed 
JPW on the otherhand is far less conspicuous. It tends to 
grow in partially shaded conditions within wooded areas 
sometimes in wettish soil but usually in mesic (medium) 
soils. Its flowers are much paler in colour than Spotted 
JPW and one could be forgiven for thinking that Green-
stemmed JPW is Spotted JPW growing in less-than-ideal 
conditions and thus not showing its usual intense colour.

Other differences are 
stem colour and shape 
of the inflorescence. In 
Spotted JPW the flower-
head is usually relatively 
flat-topped whereas in 
Green-stemmed JPW the 
flower-head is domed. The 
cover photo on this issue 
demonstrates this nicely. 
Nonetheless, plants are so 
variable that I doubt this is a reliable feature to separate 
the two and the photo I have included of Spotted JPW 
shows this variability. The stem is very helpful for 
discrimination. Maculatum has a purple-spotted or 
completely purple stem. As the common name suggests, 
Green-stemmed JPW has a largely green stem with few 
spots, and purple, if present, is only at the nodes (leaf-
stem interface). What does not help with ID is both the 
common and scientific names.

Although, Spotted JPW 
can have a spotted stem,  
the spots are more like 
short vertical dashes 
and the stems are 
often solid purple with 
no spotting. Green-
stemmed JPW can 
show a spotted stem too 
although it is unlikely 
it ever appears purple. 
All references I have 
found for maculatum 
use Spotted Joe-Pye 
Weed for the common 
name although in the 
on-line Michigan Flora 
it is unhelpfully called 
simply Joe-Pye Weed. 
For purpureum it is far more confusing. Newcomb’s 
Wildflower Guide uses Sweet-scented Joe-Pye Weed 
as does Goodban (1995). Riley (1989) contracts this 
to Sweet Joe-Pye Weed as does White and Maher 
(1983) and iNaturalist. Sutherland (1987) uses Green-
stemmed Joe-Pye Weed as does the Michigan Flora and 
this is the name that I have opted to use as it is quite 
descriptive. Oldham (2017) confusingly uses Purple 

Bill Lamond Pichette Marsh,  
Stonecliffe, Ontario - 17 June 

2018  - photo Brian Wylie.

Green-stemmed Joe-Pye Weed at Oxbow Rd, Brant - 4 August 
2021 - photo Bill Lamond.

Spotted Joe-Pye Weed at 
Brantford - 4 August 2021 - 

photo Bill Lamond.
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Joe-Pye Weed which at least conforms to the scientific 
name, but purpureum is a poor name for this species. 
Which brings me to scientific names. We have all been told 
that scientific names are preferable to common names as 
they do not vary from region to region as common names 
do. Green-stemmed JPW is a good example. However, 
most amateur naturalists struggle with pronunciations 
of scientific names and even when learned, scientific 
names are changing at breakneck speeds with advances 
in DNA sequencing technology. This species is a case in 
point as for years it was in the genus Eupatorium which 
I easily learned but has now been changed to the very 
unfamiliar Eutrochium. As mentioned above, purpureum is 
an unfortunate choice of species name for this plant. That 
name would have been much more suited for Spotted JPW 
as that is a very purple plant, stems and flowers. Green-
stemmed JPW is hardly purple at all. The flowers are a 
pale pink and the stem barely has any purple. In the same 
vein, maculatum is a poor name for Spotted JPW as the 
stems are often purple with no spotting. But these species 
names will not change. The genus name may change but the 
species name rarely does. We are stuck with this confusing 
nomenclature.

As can be seen from the map (page 21), in 1983 this 
species was known from very few locations in the province 
although White and Maher (1983) stated, “very similar to 
the common and widespread E. maculatum and possibly 
more overlooked than rare”. Indeed, since that time several 
more locations have been added and is not considered a 
“Species at Risk” and it has been given an S4 classification 

in Ontario. A rank of S4 denotes a species that is apparently 
secure in the province, with many occurrences, over 
80 locations. I wonder if perhaps purpureum has been 
misclassified and should be S3 as it seems doubtful it has 
been found at 80 locations in the province. The most up-to-
date reference for the status of this species in the province 
is Oldham (2017). In this invaluable reference, for all the 
Ontario counties in the Carolinian Zone (Wellington and 
Waterloo excluded as too little land mass in zone) this 
species is “rare” in all but two. It has not been recorded 
in Oxford and in Haldimand-Norfolk it is considered 
“uncommon”. So this is a very uncommon species despite 
the possibility of it being somewhat overlooked.

Last year I found a population of this species on 7 August 
2020 at Oxbow Rd in Brant and reported it to the HSA 
(Hamilton Study Area) Nature Notes on-line forum. Even 
though I had checked this off in my Newcomb’s, apparently 
having seen it in 1986 at Catfish Creek in Elgin, I had no 
memory of that observation. Thus, when I saw the population 
at Oxbow Rd I was quite excited. I saw these plants again on 
4 August 2021 by chance when I was birding in the area. 
They were in full bloom and they are wonderful. Of course 
they pale in comparison to maculatum (pun intended) but 
they are striking as there are many of them and they are tall. 
The population here can be found sporadically over a 500m 
section of the road in the wooded parts, and in places there 
are dozens of plants. There must be a of couple hundred 
stems in this population. 

Elsewhere in the HSA purpureum has been reported from 
three location from Glanbrook in Hamilton-Wentworth 
based on the results of the Hamilton-Wentworth NAI in 
1991 (Goodban 1995). Wasyl Bakowsky (pers. comm.) 

Green-stemmed Joe-Pye Weed at Oxbow Rd, Brant - 4 August 2021 
- photo Bill Lamond.

Flower head of Green-stemmed Joe-Pye Weed at Oxbow Rd, Brant 
- 4 August 2021 - photo Bill Lamond.



THE WOOD DUCK    21

found it on 4 July 2004 in deciduous forest along the Grand 
River, 1 km east of the mouth of Whiteman’s Creek in Brant 
County. Also in Brant, Michael Oldam found it along the 
Grand River just N of the 403 bridge on 18 July 1992 (Wasyl 
Bakowsky pers. comm.). The map from the Atlas of the Rare 
Vascular Plants of Ontario shows that it was collected at the 
Head-of-the-Lake post 1950, possibly at Cootes Paradise. 
And there is a collection from extreme SE Waterloo Region 
in the HSA  prior to 1925. Of course it is unknown if either 
of these old populations are extant. On iNaturalist there 
are seven locations for purpureum in the HSA but three of 
these were obviously planted specimens (Urquhart Butterfly 
Garden, Waterfront Trail in Port Credit and beside a building 
at the University of Guelph). The location along Stoney Creek 
Rd, NE of York could be this species but the plant to me 
seems too immature to make any species identification. The 
single plant along Middletown Rd, N of 5th Concession could 
be this species but I wonder if it is perhaps just a struggling 
specimen of maculatum growing in a shaded location. There 
is a record from Gourley Park in the Gourley neighbourhood 
on the West Mountain but I wonder about the provenance 
of this plant. And lastly, the record from Oxbow Rd is on 
iNaturalist.

In summary, this plant is rare in the HSA with seven definitive 
extant wild locations and perhaps two other locations. 
However, undoubtedly more locations will be found if people 
search for it in August when it is in flower.
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The Throwback | 1936

From the Hamilton Spectator, June 1936: On Saturday afternoon some 40 
members of the Hamilton region of the Ontario Naturalists, and visitors from 
other points, embarked in canoes at the Longwood road bridge for a tour of 

the Dundas Marsh to observe wild life, birds, beasts and reptiles. The Spectator 
cameraman snapped the above photo as some of the party clambered down the 

steep embankment to the frail craft.
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HSA Nature Note - Serrate Dark Fishfly Emergence

While not a rare find at all, I have noticed that for the last two 
mornings (11 June 2011) there has been a significant emergence of 
Serrate Dark Fishflies along Spring Creek in Dundas. A member 
of the Megaloptera (Alderflies, Dobsonflies and Fishflies), they 
are large insects that live as predatory nymphs (hellgramites)  in 
clean secondary and tertiary woodland streams (creeks) and are 
the largest insect predators in waters that are too small for most 
odonates except damselflies. If walking by quiet shaded streams,  
watch for their awkward fluttery flight, black and white pattern, 
and elongated neck-like thorax. The adult flight will likely be 
over for another year in a few days! — Dave Moffatt.

HSA Nature Note - Lace Web Spider

Last week (early June 2021) I discovered an interestingly large 
black spider hiding on my BBQ cover. It quickly scurried away so I 
only got one picture with my cell phone. iNaturalist thinks it might 
be a Lace Web Spider (Amaurobios). 

I thought that the marking on its abdomen looks vaguely like a 
skull and crossbones which seems ominous. — Glenn Barrett.

HSA Nature Note - Wandering Beaver

You never know what’s going to turn up in this 
neighbourhood. Looking out the kitchen window 
this morning (6 June 2021) I saw this guy wandering 
down Westover Road. There is a Beaver dam on the 
Fletcher’s Creek in the swamp so I can’t imagine his 
home dried up. I don’t think he’s full grown but it 
seems like an odd time of year for a Beaver to strike 
out on his own. — Paul Smith.
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