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Hello,

I hope you enjoy this issue. I like to use original material and generally eschew  
resorting to reprints, but I have included three in this issue as they are so 
specific to the HNC and the Hamilton Area. It was an easy decision to include 
Pat Hare’s article on the Yellow-browed Warbler, a first for Ontario and the 
Hamilton Study Area (originally published in The Hawk, the newsletter of the 
South Peel Naturalists’ Club). Bob Curry has submitted a small article about 
this warbler to add context to the occurrence of this vagrant. Another reprint is 
Colleen Reilly’s article about the formation of the Pipits birding group that was 
originally published in the OFO News. I was more than happy to reprint this 
as Colleen is so closely associated with Hamilton birding as I’m sure you have 
noticed by glancing at the activity section of your Wood Duck. And lastly the 
CATCH article, written by Don McLean, is reprinted here, as this Ontario Land 
Tribunal (OLT) problem is so critical in our attempts to protect our natural 
spaces. Don has pointed out that the OLT almost always sides with developers 
over the environment. It is much worse than its predecessor, the OMB. 

On the back cover I have placed an article about a forthcoming book by HNC 
member Bob Bell about his struggle with Lyme Disease and how he found 
birding was so therapeutic to cope with this debilitating illness. I usually do not 
highlight enterprises that are of a commercial nature (although I doubt Bob is 
anticipating much of a financial gain here) but I thought it was appropriate to 
include it as it could be informative for others suffering from this affliction. And 
of course Bob is a Club member and deserves our support.

I must say it is difficult at times to find a front cover photo for the Wood 
Duck. I would like to receive a lot more photos from Club members for this 
journal. Not that I can use them all, but it allows me to find a suitable photo 
for the cover. Suitability for the cover is a photo that is sharp and can be used 
in a portrait-format as opposed to landscape-format. Most nature photos are 
“landscape-format”. Some of these can be cropped to fit the cover but most 
cannot. For this month I used my own photo. I’m reticent to do this but the 
photo fits the cover and it is an interesting photo as it shows how common the 
Lesser Black-backed Gull has become in Ontario. You may notice I also used my 
photo for the “Species of the Month”, in this case a Spiny Softshell Turtle. This 
is such a wonderful species so I could not resist showing off the photo. Editor’s 
prerogative!

From the Editor

Bill Lamond
Editor
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Next HNC Monthly Meeting

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
News and Updates

Next Bird Study Group 
Meeting
Monday, 21 November at 7:30 p.m.
Zoom meeting only (unfortunately)

Red-eye Flight: Secrets from subarctic shorebirds 
migrating through Ontario.
Olivia Maillet (she/her); MSc Candidate from Trent 
University.

Birds are vulnerable to different threats at each stage 
of their annual cycle, so it is important to examine 
factors that could contribute to population decline on 
both their breeding grounds and along their migratory 
pathway. Little is known about the migration of the 
Short-billed Dowitcher and the Stilt Sandpiper, two 
shorebirds breeding in the Churchill, Manitoba region. 
There are indications of locally declining populations in 
their subarctic and Arctic breeding areas but the reason 
for their decline has not yet been investigated. We 
seek to understand the varying responses of these bird 
species at the edges of their ranges to climate change in 
Churchill’s unique ecotone that spans the boreal forest, 
subarctic tundra, and coastal environments. Olivia will 
share interesting results, photos, and stories from her 
recent research in the subarctic.

Monday, 14 November at 7:30 p.m.
Zoom meeting only.
Bridget Sparrow-Scinocca, Project Lead for the Native 
Bat Conservation Program at the Toronto Zoo, will talk 
about bats in general and the results of the project with 
the HNC by members who recorded bat vocalizations 
on their properties.

Alan Wormington Fall 
Bird Count
Sunday, November 6, 2022
This Count, initiated in 1974 by Alan Wormington 
has been a great tradition of  the HNC for these 
many years. It always occurs on the first Sunday in 
November so this year on the 6th of November. This 
will be the 49th Count. Please contact Count compiler 
Bill Lamond (bill-lamond@hotmail.com) to confirm 
your area or to register if you have not participated 
before. 

Letters to the editor are always welcomed and 
will be duly published. If you have something to say, 
positive or negative, send it in. We want your feedback 
on the journal or any other aspect of the HNC and its 
activities.

Rubber Boot Walk at the Sheelah Dunn 
Dooley Nature Sanctuary
 Saturday, November 5, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
761 Hillsdale Ave, Burlington.
The bottom of the ravine at the Sheelah Dunn Dooley 
Nature Sanctuary is wonderful. We slide down the 
steep ravine and then walk along the bottom (in and 
out of the shallow creek) to explore this unique part of 
the nature sanctuary.
Please note that this is a physically challenging outing. 
Please register with Jen at land@hamiltonnature.org 
as we need five participants to hold the event.
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On the Cover: Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
(Larus fuscus)

Family: Laridae 

Identification: This species gets more common in Ontario 
with each passing year. To see 19 together (14 in photo 
opposite, 9 in front cover photo) this closely grouped, is 
unprecedented for the Hamilton area. These 19 must have 
come in as a flock as five minutes previous to this photo 
there were none there. This species is confusable with Great 
Black-backed Gull at all ages but a careful study using 
several ID features discriminates the two.

Range: No evidence yet that it breeds in Canada. The 
increasing numbers in Ontario are suspected to be the 
result of an expanding breeding population in Greenland.
The Photo: The photo was taken by Bill Lamond on 5 
September 2022 at the Grand River, Scarfe Ave, Brantford.

Species of the Month: Spiny Softshell Turtle
(Apalone spinifera) 
Family: Trionychidae

Identification: This species is rare in the Hamilton area 
which is unfortunate as it is such a wonderful species. It 
is an easy species to identify as it is such a strange looking 
turtle. The flattish, pancake-like carapace and the pointed 
snout are diagnostic.

Habitat: This turtle inhabits rivers but is often found along 
shoreline areas of Lakes Erie and Ontario. It likes to bask, 
so it can be easy to detect where it is found. 

Range: In southern Ontario the species has a very 
restricted range. It is most common in the Sydenham and 
Thames Rivers. It formerly occurred in Cootes Paradise/
Hamilton Harbour although it was always rare there. There 
have been four recent records on the Grand River in the 
Brantford area, one at Gilkison Flats and one at Cavan Flats. 
The location of the other two (on iNat) is unknown as the 
location information is obscured.

The Photo: This photo was taken at Cavan Flats, near Paris 
on 26 May 2022 by Bill Lamond.
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Great Egret at Cootes Paradise - 30 September 2022 - photo Deb Mozel.

Juvenile Cooper’s Hawk Oct 2020 Watercolour painting by 
Deena Errampalli.
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“The Wide World of Birding” with Rob Porter
by MICHAEL ROWLANDS

The September 2022 Bird Study Group meeting marked the 
beginning of the 36th season of the group’s get-togethers. It 
was again a ZOOM webinar, because BSG director Jackson 
Hudecki explained he’d been looking for a suitable, more 
central location where live meetings could be restored. When 
found, the new location would be posted on-line in the HNC 
calendar.

In announcements, Jackson stated that the fall bird migration 
was in full swing, thanked those who brought dead bird 
specimens to Mark Peck of the Royal Ontario Museum on 
June 8th at the RBG, and noted other Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club events that had just happened or were about to happen.

Our guest speaker was HNC and RBG member Rob Porter, 
a naturalist and software engineer based in Hamilton. 
He is the coordinator of the annual Hamilton Christmas 
Bird Count as well as the host and producer of dozens 
of Songbirding podcasts (https://songbirding.com/) and 
interpreted 20-minute audio-tours of songbird territories. 
Rob is a Director-at-Large of the Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club and collaborates with other members of the Club as 
part of the Hamilton Bioacoustics Research Project. His 
presentation, entitled “The Wide World of Birding,” was 
developed to explain how birding has changed in the last 
couple of decades—with new tools and novel approaches to 
both the hobby and scientific study of birds. He hoped to 
offer something for everyone, new or experienced birders!

Rob first offered Wikipedia’s definition that birding is “the 
observation of birds, for enjoyment or study, using the naked 
eye, using optics, listening for bird sounds, or remote viewing.” 
He added that it’s also “studying accounts of encounters with 
birds: written, recorded, filmed, photographed (by an author 
or automated)” and “creation of works involving any of the 
above for leisure or educational purposes.” Birding can take 
many forms.

In its most recognized form, birding is done with binoculars, 
and many types are available in different price ranges and 
strengths. A popular model is 8x42. He recommends using 
a harness, rather than a strap, for your binoculars to lessen 
neck strain. Also avoid cheap binoculars whose poor optics 
will only cause frustration.

Birding by photography is very popular, with cameras 
available for all budgets. A good super zoom “point and 
shoot” camera is likely sufficient for most birders who want 

reasonable photos as a 
record of a bird they’ve 
seen, and used cameras are 
available if the budget is 
tight. More expensive digital 
single-lens reflex (DSLR) 
and mirrorless cameras 
with interchangeable lenses 
provide better resolution 
photos. In digiscoping, 
smartphones can be 
connected to binoculars 
or birding scopes with an 
adapter to capture distant 
birds. Rob suggests you get equipment you can afford and 
learn to work with it.

Birding by ear is another option and requires no specialized 
equipment. Learning bird songs and sounds by repetitive 
listening to recordings is helpful as long as it’s not incessant. 
Rob advises that you guess with eyes closed what bird 
is making the sound and then confirm by sight or with 
optics. You can also make recordings of your outings with a 
smartphone and review them later to refresh your memory.

Birding by scope is good for lake and shorebirds and scopes 
are available in a variety of strengths and prices. Ask around 
to try out different scopes before buying to see what suits 
you best. As with binoculars, avoid cheap models as they will 
only give you headaches and frustration if the images are not 
sharp. Attaching a smartphone to a scope with a digiscoping 
mount allows photos and videos to be taken through the 
scope’s superior optics.

Birding by audio recording can be achieved using moderate 
entry-level equipment in the $100-$200 range, such as the 
Zoom H1n model, or by attaching an external microphone 
to a smartphone. Saving your files as 24-bit .wav files gives 
the best quality, Rob recommends.

Automated audio recording, something that the Hamilton 
Bioacoustics Research Project does, is a way of birding 
without being there! Various battery-operated devices are 
left in the field around the clock to record nature sounds that 
can be analyzed later. AudioMoth makes affordable “open-
source” units that can be built locally (because the circuit 
board schematics are made available and not patented) or 
ordered from a supplier. Swift and Swift ONE units from 

Bird Study Group Meeting Summary – 19 September 2022

Rob Porter - Hamilton 
Christmas Bird Count 

Coordinator.
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Cornell are also options. Rob says that units that come in 
more rugged and better-insulated Pelican brand cases are 
best for the Canadian climate because they can withstand 
colder temperatures. More expensive commercial products 
are Songmeter by Wildlife Acoustics and Haikubox by 
Loggerhead Instruments. The latter is a consumer unit that 
uses artificial intelligence (AI) to identify bird sounds in 
your backyard, for instance, and communicates the sightings 
by Wi-Fi through an app on your phone or computer.

An offshoot of audio recording is nocturnal flight counting in 
which parabolic or other sensitive microphones are pointed 
at the sky to record sonograms of the calls of migrating birds: 
species or groups of species can be determined using AI from 
the sonograms.

Birding by remote camera is now widespread with on-line 
webcams recording and streaming birds in nest locations, 
at bird feeders, or on trails. Both YouTube and Twitch.tv 
can be searched with keywords like “bird feeder cam” or 
“backyard feeder” to reveal many sites where you can watch 
birds. YouTube has better video and audio quality, Rob feels, 
but Twitch.tv sites offer a chat community and are more 
interactive. Trail cams are mostly used for mammal-sized 
animals but will detect larger birds such as Wild Turkeys.

Taking part in bird surveys is another way that people can 
enjoy birding, learn more about birds, as well as contribute 
to citizen science. Rob showed us an extensive list of surveys 
that included the following: Ontario Breeding Bird Survey, 
Christmas Bird Survey, Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch, Alan 
Wormington Fall Bird Count, the RBG Long Watch, and 
many more. Surveys identify and count all the species seen 
in a particular area during a specified time period.

A related activity is competitive birding, in which birders list 
all the birds they see during a Big Year or Big Day and hope 
to break previous records set by other birders. The Great 
Canadian Birdathon raises money for Birds Canada (BC) 
by getting people to pledge donations either as a flat-rate or 
based on the number of birds tallied by a birder in a specified 
area for 24 hours in May. To help all birders—whether listers, 
twitchers (who seek rare birds), or competitive birders—there 
are many “listservs” available on-line to notify subscribers of 
locations where uncommon birds have been seen so those 
who have not seen a particular species can go see it and add 
it to their lists. Examples are the Ontario Rare Bird Alert 
on Discord, OFO (Ontario Field Ornithologists) Alerts, 
Hamilton Birders Google Group, and eBird Alerts. Top 
Canadian listers are recorded by Larry Neily at the Canadian 
Listers’ Corner at http://www.neilyworld.com/.

eBird (https://ebird.org/home) collects data from birders all 
across the world and can sort it in many ways so you can 

see, for instance, who the Top 100 birders are in specific 
areas for this year, all time, or another specified year. You 
can keep track of all your own bird lists, by time and place, 
so a permanent record will be kept. eBird can also be set to 
alert you when a bird you are seeking has been seen. Patch 
birding is when someone regularly counts the birds seen in 
a particular patch or territory throughout the year. Within 
a patch, there may be one or more hotspots, and data for 
these is also collected by eBird. It even displays bar charts 
that show when during the year a particular species has been 
seen at the spot. Some birders use these charts to see if they 
can find birds where gaps exist in the monthly data or when 
former hotspots have gone cold (this is termed explorational 
birding).

Infrared (IR) birding is a new field in birding. It requires 
expensive optical equipment that detects the heat from a 
bird that may be concealed by darkness, shadows, or foliage. 
Unless you have an IR scope, nocturnal birding for owls, 
woodcocks, snipe, or whip-poor-wills is done primarily by 
ear and demands great patience.

Long sit, long watch, and long listen are forms of birding 
surveys in which birds are counted along a predetermined 
route over 2-3 hours several times a week during specific 
times of the year. The Long Watch at Burlington’s Royal 
Botanical Gardens (https://longwatch.ca/) is a good example 
of this. A related topic is how accessible a particular birding 
hotspot is to persons with limited mobility. The Birdability 
website (http://birdability.org/) collects information on 
birding hotspots to let people know what facilities are 
available (bathrooms, water fountains, interpretive signs or 
centres), condition of trails, access to public transit, etc. Rob 
noted that it would be a nice project for someone to submit 
information about accessible Hamilton Study Area hotspots 
to the website as their current map shows no sites here.

Building and maintaining a bluebird nesting box trail is 
another terrific way to get involved with birds. Eastern 
Bluebirds depend on help from humans to provide safe 
cavities in which to raise their young. Information is 
available on YouTube or from the Ontario Eastern Bluebird 
Society (https://oebs.ca/). Rob suggested it might make an 
interesting project for someone to create a registry of local 
bluebird boxes and trails.

Feeder watching can be done by remote camera or by eye to 
watch a particular bird feeder. Project Feederwatch (https://
www.birdscanada.org/you-can-help/project-feederwatch), 
run by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Birds Canada, 
is a citizen science activity that allows anyone to report bird 
species and numbers seen at their own backyard feeders.

Persons concerned  (continued on page 61)
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Yellow-browed Warbler (Phylloscopus inornatus): 
New to Ontario and the Hamilton Study Area
by PAT HARE

SHALEBANK HOLLOW PARK is a small community 
parkette in Erin Mills, northwest Mississauga, used mostly 
by dog-walkers. It has a small water management pond 
next to the Mullet Creek where local kids play pond hockey 
in winter. I have been walking there daily for over a year - 
birding, taking pictures, and reporting to eBird. It’s a perfect, 
quiet little spot for fresh air and exercise. Until Saturday, 24 
April 2021. 

On that day, I was hoping to find new migrating birds for the 
year. I walked along the side of the creek, taking pictures of 
anything that moved. Flitting about with the Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets was a small bird I did not recognize. It appeared very 
similar to the kinglets, except for the noticeable eyebrow. 
After taking several hundred pictures of it, I hoped one would 
be good enough to identify the bird (see photo page 46).

After uploading six pictures to Merlin Photo ID, an on-line 
birding app, I still did not have an identification for this 
small bird. Merlin indicated it “doesn’t have a likely bird” in 
Mississauga. Rather surprising as the pictures I used were 
good images and should have been easily identified.

Changing the location setting on Merlin to “unknown” 
resulted in an identification of a Yellow-browed Warbler. 
As this species is not common to North America, I had no 
confidence that this identification was correct. 

So, I uploaded the pictures to a bird identification discussion 
group and reached out for help. What happened next still has 
me reeling. Before the end of day, over 200 birders arrived at 
this little spot in Mississauga - most were able to locate and 
photograph the bird. He put on quite a show for his fans. 

While eBird indicates this identification as “Unconfirmed” 
(now listed as confirmed - Ed.) I have been receiving 
congratulations and recognition for this rare find. All I did 

was to take a daily walk with my camera!

Ed. This article by Pat is reprinted from The Hawk, the 
journal of the South Peel Naturalists’ Club, May 2021 issue. 
When submitted by Pat in late April, the identity of the bird 
was disputed by a small minority of birders. Some  thought 
the bird was a Hume’s Warbler. However, an opinion was 
sought from Per Alstrom, (Uppsala University, Sweden), 
the leading world authority on Phylloscopus warblers. 
Alstrom confirmed 100% that Pat Hare’s sighting was 
indeed a Yellow-browed Warbler. The Ontario Bird Records 
Committee (OBRC) accepted this advice by Per Alstrom and 
accepted the record as a Yellow-browed Warbler at their 
April 2022 meeting.

This sighting was perhaps the rarest bird ever recorded in 
the Hamilton Study Area. One could argue that the Siberian 
Rubythroat was more rare, but that bird was found dead in 
a driveway, so although a highly unusual finding on top of 
the extreme rarity, it provided little joy for active birders at 

Yellow-browed Warbler at Shalebank Hollow Park, Mississauga - 24 
April 2021 - photo Dennis Dirigal.

Yellow-browed Warbler crowd - 24 April 2021 - photo Pat Hare.



54    NOVEMBER  2022

the time. In contrast the Yellow-browed Warbler was seen 
by probably 200+ birders in its one day stay. This in the 
midst of a pandemic, a pandemic with a stay-at-home order 
from the Premier Doug Ford, although (local) outdoor 
exercise was permitted. Many of the 200+ birders had their 
own interpretation of what “local” meant, and of course, 
birding is exercise! Everybody that I saw there was masked 
and keeping their distance from others. And the bird was so 
easy to get good looks at and photograph. The bewildered 
neighbours were accommodating as well and didn’t seem 
to mind the circus atmosphere that had descended on their 
little park. 

Pat understates things a bit with her comment that “as 
this species is not common in North America”, as there 
are only a few records, most of these on Alaskan Islands 
far from the mainland, islands that are essentially closer 
to Siberia, although the species appears to be a vagrant in 
NE Siberia as well. On eBird, I count 11 records on these 
Alaskan Islands dating back to 2006. In continental NA, 
there are four eBird records. There is a 21 October 2006 
hypothetical record from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. A bird 
was photographed in southern Baja California, Mexico on 
7 April 2007. The first record for Canada occurred on the 
Panama Flats near Victoria where a bird was photographed 
during its stay from 18-24 October 2019. 

The Shalebank Hollow Park record is a first for Ontario 
and of course a first for the Hamilton Study Area. This park 
is tucked away in the NNE part of the HSA in Peel, and is 
well within the HSA by about four kilometres. 

This sensational record was species number 403 for the 
HSA.

Way to go Pat!

Yellow-browed Warbler at Shalebank Hollow Park, Mississauga - 
24 April 2021 - photo Pat Hare.

More on Yellow-browed Warbler

by Bob Curry

The Yellow-browed Warbler is a small relatively 
plain (inornatus) passerine in a large genus of plain, 
look-alike Old World Warbler (Sylviidae) species. Its 
breeding range extends right across Russia south of the 
treeline. From there it retreats to Southeast Asia for the 
winter.

Within that range it is an abundant and frequently 
encountered species. I have seen it in numbers at 
coastal migration sites in China in the spring and on 
its winter range in NE India, Thailand, Cambodia and 
Viet Nam.

A curious phenomenon pertaining to Yellow-browed 
Warbler seems to have happened beginning in the 
second half of the 20th Century. It has gone from a rare 
fall vagrant in the UK to now the commonest of the 
Asian fall visitors. In 2016 alone 4500 were reported. 
Similarly, in Iceland, from the first record in 1951, 126 
had been recorded through 2011 and the trend has 
continued. The theory is that pioneering individuals 
that flew west found milder winter conditions in 
which they could over-winter and return to Siberia 
to breed (see Global Warming). A check of the eBird 
map for Yellow-browed Warblers in the December 
– February periods reveals that indeed they now are 
found regularly in winter in Western Europe and the 
UK. But there are no such winter records from Iceland. 
So, either they reverse to Europe or perish over the NW 
Atlantic as they continue their western imperative.

There is also a much smaller eastern movement 
towards Alaska, which would seem to be the source of 
the few records on the west Coast of North America, 
and probably the Milwaukee fall record.

So, where does this leave us with our April HSA record? 
Surely it over wintered in the American Southeast and 
came north with the kinglets. But the previous autumn 
did it fly across the continent from Alaska or was it a 
part of the great westward flight that survived to reach 
North America’s eastern coastline?

There will surely be increasing records from North 
America in the years to come, which will perhaps shed 
light on this mystery.
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A How-to Guide:  Starting a Birding Group
by COLLEEN REILLY

I WAS RECENTLY asked to write an article on my birding 
club, The Pipits. More specifically, how this club came into 
being and how it developed into what it is today in the Halton 
Region/Hamilton area. 

The intention was to create a how-to guide that others could 
follow to develop similar groups in other communities. Tall 
order! I don’t know exactly why the group is so successful. 

When I started The Pipits in June 2019, the group was 
known as the Sunday Morning Beginning Birders. I am a 
single mother of two children. I worked full-time Monday to 
Friday, took my children to activities on Saturdays and had 
Sundays free, including for birding. I was fortunate because 
my children were old enough to be left on their own for a few 
hours, so I didn’t face the complications of bringing younger 
children to outings. 

I thought it would be fun to find like-minded people to bird 
with on these Sundays. So I posted an invitation on a Google 
group forum I had previously created about birds, now 
known as the hamilton Birding Community. Within a week, 
I had responses from interested individuals, and our first 

outing consisted of six people. We had our guide books and 
worked as a team to figure out what birds we were seeing. It 
was great fun!

I continued to suggest weekly outings for Sunday mornings, 
and people kept coming out. Groups tended to be around 10 
people. Within four months, I had over 50 members! I was 
gobsmacked by the level of interest. 

Despite a lifelong interest in nature and birds, despite birding 
for several years in the mid-1990s, I certainly did not bring 
any level of expertise or wealth of knowledge to share. What 
I did have was a strong level of curiosity, a drive to connect 
with others, an ability to network with more experienced 
naturalists, and some good luck!

I have used these characteristics to learn where to go locally 
and farther afield, invite guest leaders to join our walks, and 
call on those “in the know” to answer identification questions. 
I still repeatedly emphasize to the group that I am not there 
in any expert role. I coordinate outings, take photographs of 
as many birds as possible, and then edit and share these in 
a trip report after each walk. This is my role. And the group 
brings a collective pool of knowledge and curiosity to the 
task of identification. We learn together, from each other, 
and from our interest and awareness of the natural world. 

As time progressed, the group grew and evolved. It 
developed dynamics and a sort of personality. Like with any 
growing youngster, this process called for some boundary 
setting to keep it healthy. Issues arose from time to time, 
either through awareness of undercurrents in the birding 
world or by recognizing issues internal to the group. I 
created a few guiding policies — and utilized pre-existing 

Showing off her stylized licence to bird, Colleen Reilly is the founder 
of the birding group known as The Pipits - photo Marie Gunn.

The Pipits Birding Group (split photograph - the others on 
following page) enjoys an outing to Algonquin Park last winter 

- photo Amardeep Singh. 

Juvenile Cooper’s Hawk Oct 2020 Watercolour painting by 
Deena Errampalli.
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policies developed by other organizations — around group 
safety in the outdoors, birding ethics, and participation in 
photography.

We’ve had some difficult discussions. An example was a 
wonderful email exploration into the ethics of sharing 
information about sensitive species. What I witnessed 
through this discourse is a group of humans who respect 
each other, even when holding very tightly to deeply felt 
beliefs about how to best conduct oneself ethically. It’s 
truly an honour to coordinate this extraordinary group of 
thoughtful individuals. 

It’s been almost three years now since The Pipits first began. 
I’ve recently created a Pipits website. There are administrative 
costs to running this group, so fees became necessary. Outing 
participants now pay a membership fee, while those involved 
online receive free membership. To this end, I now have 50 
paying members, with an entire membership of more than 
155 people. 

I now do an introductory circle at the start of each trip. 
We mention our names, new members are welcomed, I 
make news announcements, and I’ve begun doing Land 
Acknowledgements. While the group has become more 
formalized than it was initially, I believe it is still a safe and 
warm welcoming place for members. 

I think that people in other communities can recreate what 
I’ve done with The Pipits. It does take some work. I spend 

at least a day or two a week coordinating, leading outings, 
editing photos and writing reports.

Some of these activities are probably not necessary to make 
a group work. The Pipits would probably continue to grow 
and be strong without the photos and reports. The important 
thing is to create an atmosphere where people feel accepted 
and welcomed. 

To do this, you don’t have to be a perfect leader. You just have 
to be human and present authentically, limitations and all. 
I’m not the most socially adept person, as I have an invisible 
disability that can make it challenging to read and follow 
social norms. Despite this, I find that people in The Pipits 
are kind and compassionate. I am geographically challenged, 
often becoming disoriented, even with my phone maps 
running. My members step in, and together we figure out the 
journey on our trips. 

I personally think that there are very few, if any, restrictions 
on this kind of group formation. Despite my challenges, 
anxieties, and lack of knowledge, people are drawn to joining 
our trips and our weekly Zoom meetings. 

Interestingly, I have shifted from being quite a shy, introverted 
person to being the one who goes up to groups of unknown 
birders and joins in. It’s been a remarkable journey travelling 
with The Pipits. I would encourage others to take the leap 
and start their own groups. 

Colleen Reilly, the founder of The Pipits, is a Burlington 
birder who gave up the hobby in the 1990s, even losing 
her binoculars; in 2019, she renewed her interest and now 
participates in Christmas Bird Counts, Birdathons and 
community science. Colleen currently serves on OFO’s 
Board of Directors and the EDI committee.

Ed. This article was reprinted with permission from OFO 
News Vol. 40 No 2 - June 2022. I’m not a fan of reprints but 
as this is from one of our own, I am more than happy to use 
it here.

The remaining Pipits Birding Group enjoys an outing to Algonquin 
Park last winter - photo Amardeep Singh.
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A Birder Watcher’s Paradise
by DEENA ERRAMPALLI
THIS IS A LOVE LETTER to the Town of Grimsby 
residents celebrating the town’s bicentennial in 2122. As the 
festivities begin, I imagine you will look back and wonder 
what it was like living in Grimsby a hundred years ago. 

Today I will paint a story of the town through a bird watcher 
and photographer’s eyes in 2022. I want you to remember 
that Grimsby is a Bird Watcher’s Paradise. 

As I begin this story on a spring morning, the air is scored 
with birdsong. From my home office window, I can see a 
male Northern Cardinal brightening the grey skies with its 
red plumage and belting out many of its ten different songs. 
American Robin is adding its voice to the choir.

In 2022, Grimsby is celebrating its 100th anniversary 
of becoming a town, an event that has inspired locals 
to appreciate each other as well as the progression of 
their community. Grimsby is a town of 28,000 residents 
maintaining its small-town character. To mark the occasion, 
its residents are sharing stories about Grimsby. 

I’ve been interested in birds and nature around me since I 
was about eight years old. My earliest memory of a bird was 
my mother showing me a Baya Weaver’s pendulous nest, up 
on a tall Mimosa Tree, swaying gently in the wind, on the 
other side of the globe, in south India. As an adult, I fell in 
love with a Canadian, followed my heart, and made Canada 
home for over 30 years. My husband and I are fortunate to 
reside in the beautiful part of southern Ontario. I’ve been 
bird watching more intensely in recent years with retirement 
and taking bird photos with digital cameras.

Like a canary in the coal mine, birds literally play a crucial 
role in maintaining healthy and resilient ecosystems in our 
communities and on our planet. A global study in 2022 
shows that about half of all birds are in decline. Sadly, there 
are three billion fewer birds in North America today than 
50 years ago. Much of these losses are caused by human 
activities. One of the ways to mitigate it is by learning about 
the birds and finding solutions to protect and support bird 
populations.

Our beautiful town of Grimsby is blessed with a natural 
environment and is nestled on a narrow piece of land between 
Lake Ontario’s shores and the Niagara Escarpment cliffs. 

The natural landscape of the Niagara Escarpment includes 
rich biodiversity of trees, plants, and creeks that support 
species of birds, reptiles, fish, mammals, orchids, Walking 
Fern, etc. Recognizing its international importance as an 

ecosystem and its exceptional 
scenic beauty, the Niagara 
Escarpment Reserve was 
named a World Biosphere 
Reserve in 1990 by UNESCO. 

Grimsby is also known as 
the gateway to Niagara from 
Hamilton. I am a member of 
the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, 
founded more than 100 years 
ago. The Club holds monthly 
gatherings in Burlington/
Hamilton and features guest 
speakers, primarily focused on birds and nature conservation. 
Also, I am a member of the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch, 
which promotes the preservation of raptors in Niagara. 

Bird watching and gardening go hand in hand. My husband 
and I are avid gardeners and won awards for our gardens 
in Grimsby and Burlington. We garden for birds, bees, 
and butterflies, creating nature-friendly habitats around 
our house, and have seen more than 40 species of birds, 
butterflies, and bees in our gardens. Even a few bird species 
nest and raise their young. 

In Grimsby, we enjoy bird watching year-round. Unlike many 
interests or hobbies, birding is non-seasonal. Of course, 
bird activity changed with the seasons. Spring is when we 
look forward to the arrival of small songbirds and birds of 
prey as they migrate from South and Central America, the 
Caribbean, and the United States to their nesting territories 
in Canada. The warblers are like jewels, incredibly colorful 
with necklaces and eye-rings, and are beautiful songsters. 
Many of these warblers migrate to Boreal Forest in northern 
Canada to sing, court, build nests, and raise families on 
abundant insect populations; in summer, we saw and heard 
young birds and watched our local breeding birds, including 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds; in the fall we noticed the 
change in bird populations, adults and juveniles or young 
adults and said goodbye to them as they migrated south; 
and in winter we fed the local birds at our backyard feeders 
and enjoyed watching ducks overwintering on the Lake 
Ontario. So, there is always something interesting to see and 
something to anticipate.

An added benefit is that bird watching is good for your 
mental and physical health. 1) It is excellent exercise, 2) it 
gets you outside, and you can breathe the fresh air and soak 
up vitamin D from the sun, 3) it connects us with nature, 4) 

Deena Errampalli.



58    NOVEMBER  2022

lifts your spirits, 5) lowers stress levels, and 6) give us time to 
reflect, for example, like writing this piece about our town. 
A recent widower, a cancer survivor, and a mental health 
patient are taking solace in bird watching.

Many birders, including me, report their bird species counts 
on ebird. The ebird, which started in 2002, is an online 
database of bird observations by ‘citizen scientists’, providing 
scientists, researchers, and amateur naturalists with real-
time data about bird distribution and abundance worldwide.

Grimsby is fortunate to have four distinct flora and fauna 
habitats that are publicly accessible. I enjoy birding in all 
these habitats.

Forty Mile Creek. The trees lining the banks of the Forty Mile 
Creek and the water which flows down from the Escarpment 
to Lake Ontario create a rich tapestry of bird and plant life 
and the insects on which the birds feed. Over 214 species of 
birds were reported on ebird.

Lake Ontario. Since 1990, impressive congregations of 
waterfowl have gathered annually on the West End of Lake 
Ontario, primarily in late winter and early spring. Flocks 
of mainly diving ducks such as Greater Scaup, White-
winged Scoter, and Long-tailed Ducks have overwintered in 
thousands, sometimes tens of thousands.

The Grimsby Wetlands. The volunteers of the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club turned a 29-acre brownfield into an urban 
wetland complex. The Grimsby Wetlands is an award-
winning nature restoration project. It is a large wetland, 
that includes a cattail Marsh, and four new water bodies of 
different sizes that provide refuge for wildlife such as marsh 
birds, amphibians, reptiles, and plants. It was opened to the 
public in 2016. This location boasts over 154 bird species 
(migrants and year-round residents) on ebird.  This year we 
watched the breeding evidence of two marsh birds, American 
Coot and Virginia Rail; for the aerial insectivore acrobats 
of our biosphere, Tree, Barn, and Northern Rough-winged 
Swallows and Purple Martins all raised their young here.

Beamer Memorial Conservation Area. Beamer Memorial 
was once the site of a sawmill (powered by water from the 
creek), a restaurant and the homestead of John and Anna 
Beamer, early Grimsby settlers in the 1790s.

The forest at the Beamer Memorial Conservation Area 
(locally known as Beamer Point) has many tree and plant 
species. It is on the northern boundary of Carolinian 
Forests. The vegetation sustains more than 230 resident and 
migratory bird species (ebird). Beamer Point is essential for 
another reason. This is the location for the Niagara Peninsula 
Hawkwatch (NPH). Beamer is renowned as the best vantage 
point in the Niagara Peninsula to observe the annual spring 

hawk migration. It is internationally recognized as an official 
“Important Bird Area” and spectacular birds of prey can be 
seen flying over the site during their spring migration.

Since 1974, the designated NPH volunteer spotters and 
counters have been collecting observations at Beamer 
through the spring migratory period (Feb 28 - May 15 daily, 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.). The data has been used by Birds 
Canada, the Hawk Migration Association of North America, 
and other raptor conservation groups.

Between March 1 and May 15, 2022, more than 12,500 
migrating raptors were counted and recorded at Beamer 
Point. As usual, Turkey Vultures dominated with 8,200, 
followed by Broad-winged Hawks and Red-tailed Hawks, 
eagles, falcons, Osprey, etc.

This is the story of the rich avian biodiversity we enjoy in 
Grimsby in the 21st century. Understanding our history and 
learning from it are two important factors in improving our 
quality of life. I trust you will learn from history too.

I hope that we will choose to improve diversity and address 
climate change to ensure a more sustainable future for us 
now, future generations, and the planet.

******  About the author: Dr. Deena Errampalli has been 
a resident of Grimsby for a decade. She is a Research 
Scientist (retired) in agricultural sciences and an award-
winning artist in painting, printmaking, and photography. 
Deena and her husband Andrew enjoy gardening and bird 
watching. She is the chair of the Grimsby Garden Club’s 
2022 Grimsby Garden Tour Committee and a member of 
the Grimsby Historical Society. Deena sits on the Grimsby 
Public Art Gallery Advisory Board, a citizen committee of 
the Town. 

The above article was Winner of the Third Place Award at 
the 2022 Grimsby Historical Society Writing Competition.

The Grimsby Historical 
Society https://www.
grimsbyhistoricalsoci-
ety.com/

This article will be 
archived by the Grimsby 
Historical Society and 
kept for the current and 
future residents who 
will be celebrating the 200th Anniversary of Grimsby. 
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Hepatic Tanager (Piranga flava): New to Ontario and 
the Hamilton Study Area
by MARKUS LEGZDINS

SATURDAY, MAY 14 2022 was eBird’s Global Big Day, a 
day where you go out and try to find as many different bird 
species as you can in 24-hours. Previous to this date, Ben 
Oldfield had come up with a plan to complete his big day just 
by staying in the boundaries of Halton Region. He offered to 
do it with me and I was honored! Our first stop was Shell Park, 
a decent migrant trap in the month of May as it is located not 
far from Lake Ontario. When my mom and I arrived at Shell 
Park, there wasn’t much light yet but we could already hear 
the beautiful songs of all the newly arrived warblers. 

It started out as a chilly morning, but it soon warmed up with 
the warm sun shining down on us. With spring migration just 
ramping up, my warbler song ID was ‘not so good’, so I would 
ask Ben “What’s that bird singing?” and he would identify it 
with ease. After a few minutes of walking, we reached this 
area which is technically just outside Shell Park, called the 
“Pipeline Corridor”. I had just recently found out about this 
shrubby, wide path located between two neighborhoods. Ben 
told me that he had birded this corridor before, and said that 
he likes to check this area because it seems like a good spot 
for a Kirtland’s Warbler to show up. We walked down the 
path for a few minutes, then turned back towards Shell Park.

We were just about to make it back to the main path in Shell 
Park when I noticed a medium sized yellow/orange bird fly 
across the path and land a few metres in front of me in a 
tree. I took a look through my binoculars to get a better view, 
and mostly got a look at its back and underside. I say to Ben, 
“What’s this bird? Is it an Orchard Oriole?” He turns around 
as he was just a little bit in front of me and quickly spots the 

bird. He says, “Get a picture of that now!” He never told me 
what he thought it was, so I quickly snapped a few shots of 
it. After seeing it a little better, we’re now discussing what it 
could’ve been. Definitely not an Orchard Oriole, not a Scarlet 
Tanager, but maybe a weird Summer Tanager we thought.

As a joke, I said “Imagine it’s a Hepatic Tanager!” I knew that 
there was no way that it was a Hepatic because the range is 
nowhere near Ontario, so we agreed on Summer Tanager, but 
something was off about the bill - it was dark. At this point 
the bird had disappeared off into the large dense area of trees 
and shrubs. A Summer Tanager would be a pretty rare bird 
for the area, so we started sending B.O.C. (back of camera) 
pictures to some of the local birders. Even after asking them, 
we could still not get a confident ID, so we turned to the help 
of the amazing birding community on Discord.

One of the first responses we got was from a very keen and 
knowledgeable birder in Ontario, Brandon Holden. He says 
that it gave a bit of a Hepatic Tanager vibe. Now Ben looks at 
me and says “Imagine we just found something that’s never 

Markus Legzdins.

Hepatic Tanager at Shell Park, Oakville - 14 May 2022 - photo 
Markus Legzdins.

Hepatic Tanager at Shell Park, Oakville - 14 May 2022 - photo 
Mourad Jabra.
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been seen before in Ontario, and we just lost it!”. Others on the 
Discord server are asking if I could send the original photos 
so that they could see the bird more clearly. I had already 
called my mom about our weird “tanager” observation; she 
was looking for the bird at the northeast edge of the soccer 
field at the side of the park. My data on my phone was really 
slow at the time, so I ran over to my mom to get a better 
connection to download the photos quickly. I downloaded 
them and sent them off.

I knew that the bird was somewhere in the large thicket 
area, so my plan was to walk though it and hopefully find 
it again. Just a few steps in, I find the bird perched on the 
limb of a tree - then it flies down to the ground. I make sure 
my mom sees it and stays with it, then I run over to get Ben. 
Luckily, Nate Klassen happened to be in the park at the right 
time. I found Nate with Ben and we ran as fast as we could 
back to where I had just seen it. We all see it and get great 
views and photos. Now we have set off all the alarms and 
we knew a lot of people would be coming to see this bird! 
Some of the first people to show up were Richard Poort, Rob 
Dobos, Cheryl Edgecombe, Dave Don and Xavier Fazio. We 
all stood together and enjoyed the presence of this stunning 
tanager who decided to take a break in this little park. It was 
really cool to see that it spent most of its time near the tops 
of recently planted pine trees and liked to eat yellow jackets.

If accepted by the OBRC, this sighting would represent 
Ontario’s first Hepatic Tanager, and Canada’s third, which 
were previously in Saskatchewan in 2012 (November), and in 
Quebec in 1994  (May). Ever since I started birding around 
three years ago, it has always been a dream of mine to find a 
new bird for Halton Region but I wasn’t expecting a new bird 
for Ontario. It was awesome meeting a bunch of new birders 
and I’m happy I could get Kiah Jasper and Ezra Campanelli 
a new bird for their big year! A huge thanks goes out to Ben 
Oldfield for this awesome opportunity, and it was so amazing 
to find this rarity together.  I would also like to thank George 

Prieksaitis for gifting me an excellent camera, with which 
I was able to document this bird and also for being a great 
mentor for the young birders! Ben and I finished our Halton 
Region Big Day with a total of 115 species.

Ed. This spectacular find was observed by many birders who 
made the journey to Oakville to see this bird. It was fairly easy 
to see as it largely fed out in the open and it was conspicuous 
as it frequently flew about the area. It was also at this location 
the next morning (15th) but somewhat surprisingly it was 
only there for a few hours and disappeared some time after 
10:00 a.m. and was never relocated. It seems a bit odd that a 
migrant would leave a location mid-day as we often assume 
a bird would not leave until the night when it might migrate 
elsewhere. However, we know so little about bird behaviour. 
The same pattern was noted in the Black-throated Sparrow 
that was in Oakville in 2019. It was present at one location 
for three days and was also there on the early morning of the 
4th day but then disappeared shortly after 7 a.m. and was 
not seen again. However, these unexplainable “things” are 
all part of the great allure of birds and birding.

If approved by the OBRC (which is a formality now), this 
record will be species number 406 for the Hamilton Study 
Area. There have been eight species added to the HSA since 
the 2019 updated checklist!

Hepatic Tanager eating Yellow-Jackets at Shell Park, Oakville - 
14 May 2022 - photo Andy Nguyen.
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about birds 
colliding with windows can get involved with FLAP (fatal 
light awareness project at https://flap.org/about/) to learn 
more about preventive measures, or even participate in walks 
to rescue collision victims around urban buildings with 
untreated windows.

Bird banding is an excellent way to get very close to birds. 
Birds are captured in mist nets, carefully removed, identified 
and documented, given a unique identification band on 
one leg, then released. If recaptured elsewhere, the band 
reveals the bird’s movements for research purposes. More 
information about local bird banding may be found at 
https://www.haldimandbirdobservatory.com/.
There are many tools to enhance your birding experiences 
and Rob quickly listed a number of the common ones: field 
guides to birds and bird sounds in particular places, eBird 
(which aside from features previously mentioned now has 
the option of creating trip reports combining multiple bird 
lists), and Merlin (an application for smartphones to allow 
identification of a bird by a description or an uploaded photo, 
or even by its uploaded song or call). Xeno-canto (https://
xeno-canto.org/) is another site to which you can upload a 
bird’s song to seek the bird’s identification or to learn more 
about a specific bird’s song or sounds.

For deeper study, there are many options. Birders interested 
in observing breeding birds can visit Nestwatch (https://
nestwatch.org/) for information on finding and documenting 
nests and about bird houses. A new Audubon website called 
Bird Migration Explorer (http://www.birdmigrationexplorer.
org/) allows you to see the migration paths of hundreds 
of North American bird species, watch animated maps 
showing movements of particular species throughout the 
year, and learn about the challenges they face along the 
way. Birdcast (https://birdcast/info/) is a US-based site that 
gives information about overnight and morning migration 
forecasts for a specific location. (Interestingly Grimsby, ON 
is one of the few Canadian spots listed.) Ventusky (https://
ventusky.com/) gives mapped information about windspeeds 
at various elevations, possibly predicting whether birds 
might be migrating in a particular region. Birds of the World 
(https://birdsoftheworld.org/) is a prescription service that 
gives highly detailed research-level information about birds 
from around the world. iNaturalist (https://www.inaturalist.
org/) is a website and app to which naturalists, citizen scientists 
and biologists can upload information about diversity in all 
natural species, including birds. Reddit and Facebook are 
also good places to find out what an unidentified bird might 
be by posting a picture and getting feedback from hundreds 
of users. A website called All About Birds (https://www.
allaboutbirds.org/) is also useful for finding out more about 
a bird’s description, habitat, song, range, etc.

Discord is a free website or mobile application that can be 
used by subscribers to discuss nature topics of all sorts using 
text, voice, photos, or videos. The HNC’s Discord channel 
is available at https://hamiltonnature.org/discord and has 
links to many other sites such as the OFO, Ontario Rare Bird 
Alerts, eBird, iNaturalist, and more.

Podcasts exist in many 
different forms—casual, 
scientific, interview-based, 
short, long, travel-based, 
etc.—and can easily be 
found by an Internet 
search. Some titles to look 
for include: BirdNote, Bird 
Banter, The Science of 
Birds, The Casual Birder 
(from the UK), Hannah 
and Eric Go Birding, American Birding Podcast (weekly 
from the American Birding Association, whose rare bird 
reports also cover Canadian sightings), The Warblers (from 
Birds Canada), and Songbirding (Rob’s own podcast).

Finally, as mentioned earlier, Twitch.tv is a video live 
streaming service that focuses on video game live streaming, 
but also offers many channels offering birding videos. Go 
to https://www.twitch.tv then type some of these channel 
names into the search box to see the variety of content being 
offered: LuisDLion (mostly hummingbirds), DrWD40 (space 
coast birding in Florida), ipaintbirbs (artist Liz shows birds 
she sees at her bird feeder), sethily (Oklahoma birding), or 
CaliforniaBirbs (a backyard bird cam). Rob’s website also 
has an extensive list of birding livestreamers at https://
songbirding.com/birdstreamers.

Wrapping up, Rob opined that birding can be whatever you 
want it to be, so you shouldn’t get overwhelmed by all the 
options that are out there. Everyone should feel free to carve 
out their own niche! After some discussions related to not 
bothering owls and answering a few questions from the 
audience, Jackson thanked Rob for sharing his knowledge 
with us and asked for any final thoughts. Rob responded that, 
for any beginners watching, winter is a good time to start 
birding because there are no leaves on the trees, the lighting 
is agreeable, and there are fewer species around. Wise words 
from someone who knows a lot about the wide world of 
birding!

 (continued from page 52)
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WELO (West End of Lake Ontario) IBA Survey Report 
Season 6 - November 2021 to April 2022
by CHRIS MOTHERWELL, Coordinator

THANK YOU TO ALL who took apart in last season’s 
counts. Despite Covid still being a concern, we were able 
to do all six counts. The weather was good and bad, with a 
few days being comfortable for winter counts, while one – 
January – was not fit for birding, especially along the south 
shore (see Jan Report). For two of the counts, all 17 areas 
were covered, while the others ranged from 13 to 15.

The following report is based on November 2021 to April 
2022 data in eBird.

With six new species for the season, the total species count is 
now at 145. The new species were: Parasitic Jaeger, Laughing 
Gull, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Purple Martin, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher and Field Sparrow – thanks to the sharp eyes of 
those who found these new species.

It is wonderful to see that new species are still being added 
each season to this IBA (Important Bird Area).

Looking at total species, this season saw the highest number 
for all counts in February, a tie for lowest in January and a 
tie for highest in April. November and December saw the 
highest number of individual birds for the season, with the 
huge majority coming from the record high numbers of Long-
tailed Ducks - 37,599 in November and 29,907 in December, 
both higher than any other time on the count. February, in 
the 5th season, still the total number of individuals to top.

The changes in the number of birds and 
species from count to count and year to 
year, are affected by many factors. Climate 
and Climate Change are a major factor. A 
study published by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), showed that from 
“Among 305 widespread North American 
bird species, the average mid-December to early January 
center of abundance moved northward by more than 40 
miles between 1966 and 2013”. And I’m sure it has increased 
again since 2013. It was very interesting to see the result of 
a study regarding species movement, as we have seen and 
heard other information over the years. This could be one of 
the reasons for a species like the Fish Crow that have been 
seen more regularly in the last few years in the HSA. Other 
factors are food supply – how the prey species move, or are 
moved around by natural forces, number of counters and 
areas covered, visibility due to fog, waves, etc., luck of the 
draw – a bird seen one day may not be seen on count day, and 
I’m sure you can think of a few other factors.

The following table show duck species tallies for the season. 
I find it interesting to see how their concentrations vary 
through the season.

Chris 
Motherwell.

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr
Species       n n n n n n n
Cackling Goose 1 2 4
Canada Goose 725 1,191 6,657 6,419 2,624 240
Mute Swan 59 39 56 58 30 26
Trumpeter Swan 2 5 5 12 13
Tundra Swan 67
Blue-winged Teal 19
Wood Duck 2 1
Northern Shoveler 2 6 13
Gadwall 48 41 18 25 24 49
American Wigeon 5 1
Mallard 348 313 556 556 451 152
American Black Duck 7 1 21 22 10 2
Northern Pintail 10
Green-winged Teal 1 5 4
Canvasback 1 2 1 1
Redhead 1 305 61 122 72 5
Ring-necked Duck 12 1 9
Greater Scaup 29 225 2,245 2,198 190 41
Lesser Scaup 11 2 6
King Eider 1
Harlequin Duck 1
Surf Scoter 104 160 5 228
White-winged Scoter 2,063 1,537 58 709 632 1,093
Black Scoter 119 46 3
Long-tailed Duck 37,599 29,907 3,057 8,658 5,263 5,108
Bufflehead 261 343 177 252 752 694
Common Goldeneye 1,513 3,945 1,439 3,402 3,231 534
Barrow's Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser 11 14 4 5 1 1
Common Merganser 419 7 384 557 83 6
Red-breasted Merganser 2,717 769 137 708 597 3,054
Ruddy Duck 51 28
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There were 31 count highs for Season 6, with LTDUs leading 
the way.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet is the only species to have a low count 
for the season (3), as many other birds tied their previous low 
of one.

111 species were tallied on the six days of this season. The 
table below shows the breakdown of the number of species 
found on all six days and down from there.

The date for April this season was the third week, while most 
dates were the second Saturday of the month. This gave an 
extra week for migrants to return, increasing the species 
and numbers. Dates for Season are scheduled for the second 
Saturday of the month.

The new season starts soon. Here’s to another interesting, 
enjoyable and hopefully fruitful year. Hope to see you out 
there.

Stay safe and happy birding.

Trumpeter Swan at Grimsby Wetlands - 11 December 2021 - photo 
Chris Motherwell.

Barn Swallows at Grimsby Wetlands - 16 April 2022 - photo Chris 
Motherwell
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HNC’s Sanctuary Land Trust Program
by JEN BAKER
THE HNC HAS BEEN permanently protecting important 
natural lands since 1961 with the acquisition of the Spooky 
Hollow Nature Sanctuary. Since that time HNC has acquired 
10 additional nature sanctuaries which protect over 500 
acres of natural lands. HNC also stewards an additional 
60 acres, bringing the total to almost 600 acres of diverse 
habitats for which we are responsible. The habitats vary from 
mature Carolinian forests to wooded swamps to meadows to 
regenerating forests, and protect over 20 species at risk. HNC 
maintains trails at four of the nature sanctuaries (Spooky 
Hollow, Short Hills, Cartwright, and Sheelah Dunn Dooley) 
and there are existing trails at two others (Anita Dutka-
Buchin and Vinemount Meadows). We encourage you to 
visit these magical areas and explore the habitats and species 
that are found there. 

The Sanctuary Land Trust Committee advises the Land 
Trust Manager (Jen Baker) and Stewardship Technician 
(Brittany Killingbeck) in the day to day stewardship of the 
nature sanctuaries which generally focuses on managing 
invasive plants. We have identified priority areas for 
invasives management and are having success in these areas 
but the work is ongoing. The sanctuaries with the most 
stewardship focus are Spooky Hollow, Sheelah Dunn Dooley 
and Short Hills. If you would like to help manage invasive 
plants at the nature sanctuaries, please contact Jen at land@
hamiltonnature.org. 

Goats were brought to the Sheelah Dunn Dooley Nature 
Sanctuary in Aldershot on a trial to help with managing 
invasive buckthorn shrubs in a priority area on the property. 
For two summers three male goats spent two nights and 
three days ‘working’ at the nature sanctuary. Two summer 
interns also stayed with the goats as goat herders. What we 
learned from the project is that, in this case, goats are most 
effective at engaging volunteers to help manage invasive 
plants. We will continue managing invasive species at the 
nature sanctuary, but with people power, not goat power. We 
thank Wayne Terryberry for sharing the goats and for the 
connection with McMaster.

We need your help! We are trying to plan for the long-term 
stewardship and monitoring of the nature sanctuaries and 
need help setting up the program. If you have experience 
with managing invasive plants, forest health monitoring or 
stewardship planning we need your advice! Please contact 
Jen at land@hamiltonnature.org for more details.

In addition to the nature sanctuaries, HNC also works on 

urban conservation in Hamilton through the Biodiversity in 
Action program. This includes chairing the development of 
Hamilton’s Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) with conservation 
partners and the City of Hamilton to guide biodiversity 
protection and enhancement across Hamilton. A draft BAP 
will be ready for comment in the next couple of months, stay 
tuned!

Other activities under this program include stewarding 
urban woodlands and creating pollinator habitats in parks. 
We were fortunate to have students help to plant 130 trees 
and shrubs in Rolston Forest at Captain Cornelius Park in an 
area where volunteers have been clearing invasive buckthorn 
shrubs. Neighbours to the forest in Gourley Park helped to 
plant 85 trees and shrubs to increase the understory in this 
mature forest. We also encourage the community to create 
their own pollinator habitat in their yards through the 
Pollinator Paradise program and have almost 400 gardens 
registered on the map. If you’re in Hamilton and would 
like to add your garden to the pollinator network, visit 
hamiltonpollinatorparadise.org/certification.html. Through 
the Trees Please program (in partnership with Environment 
Hamilton) we continue to give away over 1,200 trees to 
Hamilton residents to increase the urban forest.

We were excited this spring to have the GO Explore nature 
education program underway once again. We visited six 
classrooms and held nature outings with four classes at the 
Amaolo Nature Sanctuary. We continue to deliver classroom 
programs and look forward to leading nature outings at the 
Sheelah Dunn Dooley Nature Sanctuary. 

Fundraising to keep all of these activities going is ongoing and 
we appreciate support. If you’re interested in contributing to 
any of the programs please visit https://hamiltonnature.org/
support-us/donations/ 

Students learning to use binoculars at Amaolo Nature 
Sanctuary during a nature outing - photo Jen Baker.
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Tribunal Favours Developers on Garner Marsh
by CATCH (Citizens at City Hall)

THE EXTREME PRO-DEVELOPER bias of the 
Ontario Land Tribunal established by a Hamilton Spectator 
investigation was on display in last week’s OLT’s procedural 
decision on the future of the Garner Marsh. On September 
29 the OLT clearly took the side of the developers, despite the 
combined opposition of the city, the Hamilton Conservation 
Authority and Environmental Defence.

Developers funded by AIMCo and represented by One 
Properties Inc want to destroy a headwaters wetland of 
Ancaster Creek to facilitate their plans to construct multiple 
warehouses on Garner Road near the Highway 6 interchange 
with the 403. They are appealing a June 2021 decision by 
the Hamilton Conservation Authority to refuse their plan 
to “replace” the marsh and part of Ancaster Creek with a 
constructed pond.

In 2018 a previous owner of 140 Garner Road East made a 
development application to the city that left the marsh in 
place, but never responded to questions from planning staff. 
One Properties has now adopted this earlier proposal and 
appealed it to the OLT by claiming the city failed to respond 
in time.

The developers want the OLT to review the marsh destruction 
and the earlier development application in a single 15-day 
hearing next spring. The city, Conservation Authority and 
Environmental Defence contend there should be two separate 
hearings with the fate of the marsh being determined first.

The OLT procedural order issued last week decided “that 
the appeals shall be heard together … in one phase” but not 
formally consolidated.

Both the Conservation Authority and Environmental 
Defence are focused on protecting the marsh, but may now 
have to spend far more on lawyers, expert witnesses and staff 
time to be part of a combined hearing.

Ironically, this decision would not have been possible before 
the Ford government ‘reformed’ Ontario’s hearing boards in 
June 2021. Prior to those changes, appeals of Conservation 
Authority decisions would be heard by a separate tribunal.

But the Progressive Conservative government combined that 
board with several others including the Ontario Municipal 
Board and the Environmental Review Tribunal. In the process 
it also removed several hearing officers with environmental 
experience and/or credentials.

The new OLT has 40 hearing officers. The Hamilton 
Spectator’s investigative reporter Steve Buist found that in 
the first eight months of this year, its decisions have been 
“massively skewed in favour of developers over municipalities 
or community groups that might be opposed to a project”.

Buist reviewed 178 decisions by the OLT and 172 (97 percent) 
were decided in favour of developers. As the Spectator noted 
in a subsequent editorial this simply reflects the wishes of 
the provincial Progressive Conservative government. In 
the words of the folk song by Guelph city councillor James 
Gordon – “the system ain’t broke, it was made that way”.

The OLT decision adopts the language of the developers 
that their appeal “involves the relocation of a local wetland” 
rather than its destruction and “replacement”. It also accepts 
without comment “the failure of the city to render a decision 
within the statutory time frame of 120 days”.

The OLT decision acknowledges “the two appeals involve 
the application of different laws” and a combined process 
will include “planning and development matters” that are 
not part of the Conservation Authority’s mandate. The latter 
argued, along with Environmental Defence, that preserving 
the marsh could scuttle the other appeal and therefore needs 
to be decided first.

But the two OLT hearing officers pointed to the developers 
claim “that it may be possible to modify [their] original 
development proposal to maintain or reshape the wetlands 
in a manner that would allow it to proceed” even if they 
lost the appeal of the permit denial by the Conservation 
Authority. “Based on this”, the hearing officers decided that 
“the environmental matters” need not be decided first.

The OLT has scheduled another gathering on October 
26 because the four parties “have been unsuccessful” in 
agreeing in an issues list. That meeting may determine the 
actual hearing dates in the spring of next year which the OLT 
believes will occupy three full weeks.
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The Throwback | 2000

HNC Past President Christine Bishop donated this plaque to the Club 
on the occasion of her departure from the Hamilton area in 2000. The 

plaque was carved by her father Murray Bishop.
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Osprey with fish at Dundas Marsh - 9 September 2022 - photo Phil Mozel.

Zebra Clubtail at Bronte Creek, Lowville - 13 August 2022 - photo Bob Curry.
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HNC member Bob Bell’s book on birding as therapy for Lyme and other chronic diseases is 
now tentatively scheduled for publication in November. Below are a couple of early reviews.

“Bob Bell’s “Out of the Lyme Light and Into the Sunlight” offers the reader a wonderfully engrossing story of 
personal transformation in the wake of a life upended by a debilitating and enigmatic illness. Although there is no 

miracle cure for Lyme disease, Bell finds a way to live meaningfully—and joyfully—by immersing himself in the world 
of birds. Written with humility and a good dose of humour, Bell’s journey is inspiring in the way he embraces a new 

passion with utter curiosity, and reinvents himself with remarkable resilience when life throws him a curve ball.”
— Julia Zarankin, author of Field Notes from an Unintentional Birder.

“A great read about one man’s struggles and how nature heals. I am so glad that Bob found birds, not only for the 
healing power they gave him, but for what he has given back to birds through this book.”

— Chris Earley, University of Guelph Arboretum Interpretive Biologist and author of Feed the Birds: Attract and 
Identify 196 Common North American Birds, as well as several bird field guides.

“I only knew Bob Bell from running into him out in the field now and again while birding with others. He was 
always a friendly person with a keen love of birds. It was clear he hadn’t birded for all of his life and so I’d 

wondered how he got into it. I’ve been birding since the age of 11 and I always find people’s stories of how they 
found birding as an adult interesting to learn. Bob’s book placed me directly into his life experience; at first, it’s 

dominated by his love of rocks, and how Lyme isolated him from that love. Then, the all-consuming Lyme melts into 
the background revealing his saviour, wild birds. I have known others who say birding ‘saved them’ but this book is 

the first time I’ve truly understood the power behind such a statement. This story will introduce you to a wonderfully 
kind man that took his health into his own hands and is fast becoming a great friend of mine. Enjoy.”

—Paul Riss, Founding Partner of ROUND Agency Inc. and PRBY Art. Member & Board Director for The American 
Birding Association. Leading role in CBC documentary, Rare Bird Alert.


