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Hello,

There are a lot of fine articles in this issue and I hope you enjoy reading them.  
Of course there are also a few alarming articles within which I will discuss 
below. I appreciate the effort that our writers put into their articles. They need 
little editing they are so well-written. It is interesting that again, there are two 
articles detailing bird “firsts” for the Hamilton Study Area. It is uncanny how 
many new species have been added to the HSA Bird Checklist since it was re-
worked in 2019 as a Centennial project; nine species, which is almost three a 
year since the checklist was published, bringing the list to 407. These are the 
nine in order - Black-throated Sparrow, Brown Booby, Sooty Tern, Common 
Gull, Yellow-browed Warbler, Bullock’s Oriole, Glaucous-winged Gull, Hepatic 
Tanager and Townsend’s Warbler. What will be next? And when? Maybe by the 
time you read this, species 408 will already have come and gone!

There is a very serious threat that has arisen to our environment which you 
have no doubt hear about. It is imperative that our Club - and you members 
-  take action and make our voices heard. Of course I’m referring to Bill 23 and 
its attack on our environment. These changes proposed in this bill will subvert 
environmental protection across the province and will severely impede our 
collective ability to engage in municipal planning decisions. This bill also guts 
the planning expertise of Conservation Authorities and incredibly, forces them 
to identify lands they hold that could be opened up for development. Locally 
it rejects Hamilton’s expressed desire to maintain the current urban boundary 
and orders an expansion. This is all so incredibly repugnant but on top of this, 
the government wants to carve out areas of the Greenbelt for development. “Oh, 
but we will add more land to the Greenbelt elsewhere”. But if the boundary of 
the Greenbelt is not immutable then it can be changed at any time in the future 
and is thus essentially unprotected land. 

We need to stand up and be heard. Some have expressed that as a charity 
that we cannot get involved in politics. But we can to a degree. Our Club 
motto is “Protecting Nature Since 1919”. We must honour this motto. We are 
not favouring one political party over another, we are just objecting to bad 
environmental policy.

 In this issue are three articles that detail these proposed awful changes. Please 
get involved. By all means sign petitions but write a letter to your MPP. Even if 
your MPP is not part of the sitting government that does not matter. Opposition 
parties will be far more forceful in resisting these actions if they know they  
have a groundswell of support.

From the Editor

Bill Lamond
Editor
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Next HNC Monthly Meeting

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
News and Updates

Next Bird Study Group 
Meeting
Monday, 21 November at 7:30 p.m.
Zoom meeting only (unfortunately)

Red-eye Flight: Secrets from subarctic shorebirds 
migrating through Ontario.
Olivia Maillet (she/her); MSc Candidate from Trent 
University.

Birds are vulnerable to different threats at each stage 
of their annual cycle, so it is important to examine 
factors that could contribute to population decline on 
both their breeding grounds and along their migratory 
pathway. Little is known about the migration of the 
Short-billed Dowitcher and the Stilt Sandpiper, two 
shorebirds breeding in the Churchill, Manitoba region. 
There are indications of locally declining populations in 
their subarctic and Arctic breeding areas but the reason 
for their decline has not yet been investigated. We 
seek to understand the varying responses of these bird 
species at the edges of their ranges to climate change in 
Churchill’s unique ecotone that spans the boreal forest, 
subarctic tundra, and coastal environments. Olivia will 
share interesting results, photos, and stories from her 
recent research in the subarctic.

Monday, 12 December at 7:30 p.m.
Zoom meeting only.
Leanne Gauthier-Helmer on nature photography. 
Leanne will give a slide show presentation about some 
of the aspects of nature photography that will help 
naturalists to achieve successful nature images.

Letters to the editor are always welcomed and 
will be duly published. If you have something to say, 
positive or negative, send it in. We want your feedback 
on the journal or any other aspect of the HNC and its 
activities.

Birding at Bayfront Park  

Sunday, December 11, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Join Bird Study Group Director Jackson Hudecki for a 
leisurely bird jaunt around Hamilton’s Bayfront Park. 
The paved paths next to open water, trees and shrubs 
always bring some winter surprises. Meet at the 
parking lot at the end of Harbour Front Drive which 
begins at the west end of Strachan St W.

HAALSA Lecture:   Coexisting with Invasive 
Wetland Plants — Dr. Rebecca Rooney
Saturday, 10 December  8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Biodiversity is under threat on multiple fronts. 
One of the greatest threats comes from biological 
invasions. In wetlands, alien invasive plants change 
how eco systems function and jeopardize critical 
services that wetlands provide.
Can we ever get back the biodiverse native marsh 
that pre-existed the invasion? How should we define 
success and what tools could achieve it?
Dr. Rebecca Rooney is a professor in the Department 
of Biology at the University of Waterloo.
HAALSA is the Hamilton Association for the 
Advancement of Literature, Science and Art and 
dates back to 1857. This is a free public lecture at 
the McMaster University Medical Centre in Room 
1A1, Ewart Angus Centre. Details can be found on 
the HNC calendar and at www.haalsa.org
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On the Cover: White Pine Stand at Grimsby 
Wetlands

This dramatic photo of a stand of White Pines with an 
amazing background sky, graces the cover of December’s 
issue. The grove has grown here for decades, and for 
many years it surrounded and protected the old Biggar 
farm homestead. Although the volunteers who manage 
these Grimsby Wetlands already have many projects to 
improve the habitat there, they have added a new one, 
to enhance and restore the historic grove of trees. They 
know the current giants will eventually succumb to old 
age and disease and today, there are no tree saplings 
because of the dense, non-native shrub layer. To begin, 
volunteers will remove the shrubs and plant some 
small White Pines and oaks. Read more about this new 
project on page 75 and then get involved. Volunteering 
can be so rewarding. 
The photo was taken by Bill Davis on 7 September 
2017.

Species of the Month: Fox Sparrow
(Passerella iliaca) 
Family: Emberizidae

This species would have been more appropriate as the species 
of the month in November. Nonetheless as I write, the Fox 
Sparrow has been so prominent it deserves special recognition. 
On the Alan Wormington Fall Count, one observer tallied 
48 in one weedy farm field and two observers had 13 of this 
fine-looking sparrow under their feeder. It is one of the latest 
migrant sparrows through the Hamilton area and it can 
usually be found in good numbers around the beginning of 
November in wooded and shrubby areas. It readily responds 
to ‘spishing’ to enabling us to have  a good look.

Habitat: Fox Sparrows nest in shrubby areas within the 
boreal forest zone in Ontario. 

Range: They have a wide range across the northern forests 
of North America and in the western mountains south to 
northern New Mexico.

The Photo: This photo was taken at Oakville on 23 October 
by Phil Mozel.



74    DECEMBER  2022

Townsend’s Warbler - New to the Hamilton Study Area
by ROB BUCHANAN

MY BIRDING on Saturday, October 29th started  with 
a very poor outing, even by my standards. I went to the 
Dofasco Trail at the Fifth Road East in Stoney Creek, which 
is a nice trail that is lightly birded but sometimes has good 
birds. I hadn’t counted on lingering fog. As I was finishing 
up a shortened visit and returning to the car I realized I had 
heard an American Crow and a Blue Jay but hadn’t actually 
seen a single bird. Thankfully, a couple of chickadees popped 
up near the car. Don’t bother looking for an eBird report of 
this visit.

I decided to return home and do some backyard birding. 
Birding this fall has been pretty good in my yard, especially 
the day before when two Evening Grosbeaks showed up 
briefly. My house is at the east end of Grimsby, a couple of 
short blocks from Lake Ontario. It has two large spruce trees 
and rows of tall cedars at both the back and the east side so 
it’s pretty good bird habitat. As many of us do when we are 
birding our own yards, I was doing a bit of this and a bit 
of that too. I looked out an upstairs window and saw that 
something was working through one of the spruce boughs 
so I picked up my binocs and waited for it to pop out. I saw 
the head and part of the bird and realized it was a colourful 
warbler, perhaps a Black-throated Green. It would probably 
be a stretch to say I raced down the stairs but I did go quickly, 
grabbed my camera and went out on the deck. The bird had 
moved slightly to the east but was still in the spruce tree so I 
took a few shots before it flew east to the top of the cedar at 
the very south end of the row of cedars. I could see it through 
the viewfinder so I kept taking pictures until it flew to the 
south between the houses.

I took thirteen pictures in all and twelve were like my usual 

warbler pictures - either no bird 
showing, out of focus, or obstructed 
but I was pretty happy with one. The 
elapsed time from my first picture to 
the last was fourteen seconds short 
of two minutes so my interaction 
with the bird would have been well 
under five minutes. Unfortunately, I 
incorrectly identified the colourful 
warbler as a Blackburnian Warbler 
and my mistake was largely not following up further on the 
nagging doubt I had about that identification. Thankfully 
several people recognized it from the picture on eBird. 
The Townsend’s Warbler didn’t return to my yard and 
unfortunately has not yet been found again. If it did continue 
to travel east along the Lake, it would have been one block 
away from basically miles of farmland where no one would 
or could be looking for it. Hopefully it will still show up at a 
birding hotspot so everyone gets a chance to see it.

Ed. Unfortunately Rob’s hope that it would be seen again 
in the area did not pan out (he wrote this on 3 November, 
five days after the initial sighting). It was not seen on the 
following day despite several keen birders searching the 
neighbourhood. 

All birders make mistakes and we try to minimize them but 
even seasoned birders make errors. Birding is not easy! I 
recall seeing a photo of an Orange-crowned Warbler last 
year on eBird. It was the first of the season which I included as 
such in the Noteworthy Bird Records. I did a double-take on 
the photo and thought it looked odd for an Orange-crowned 
but what else could it be?! Well, it turned out it could be 
something else; a very dull immature Prairie Warbler. This 
came to light months later when some sharp-eyed reviewer 
noticed the error. We all keep learning.

This first-fall Townsend’s Warbler was species number 407 
for the Hamilton Study Area. In this issue of the Wood Duck 
there are two ‘New to the HSA’ articles and in the last issue 
there were another two. This pace of new species to the HSA 
will not continue...unfortunately. 

Townsend’s Warbler at Samuel Rd, Grimsby - 29 October 2022 - 
photo Rob Buchanan.

Rob Buchanan.
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Grimsby Wetlands - A Legacy Project
by BRUCE MACKENZIE

AT THE CENTRE OF THE GRIMSBY WETLANDS, as 
visible in the attached photo, there is a great stand of White 
Pines. These pines over the years sheltered the Biggar Family 
Home.

The aerial photo is from 1934, 88 years ago. The photo was 
taken before the QEW was constructed in Niagara and before 
the Winona Rifle Range was installed to the west of the 
Biggar home. A much different time. When we look at the 
land today it is hard to imagine that in less than a lifetime, all 
of the land in the area was active tender fruit farms.

From the aerial photo the White Pines look like they are well 
established in 1934. Now we do not know how old these pines 
are, but they are still doing generally well. Some are showing 
the strain of time and some have died. The important point 
is that there are no young pines replacing them. The recent 
photo by Dr. Bill Davis shows how the pines look today 
(front cover).

We would like to help this important stand of trees last into 
the future so that the site of the Biggar homestead will always 
be a prominent feature on the landscape.

Today the undergrowth beneath these pines and oaks is 
mostly Tartarian Honeysuckle and European Buckthorn. As 
long as these invasive species are there we really don’t have a 
chance in planting new pines and oaks. To make this happen 
we hope that you may participate in a work party day on 
Sunday 15 January 2023.

Our objective for that day will be to have the Friends of the 
Grimsby Wetlands come out with trimmers and hand saws 
to cut down the unwanted shrubs and haul the brush out 
from under the pines. After this is carried out we will place 
and secure metal cans over the stumps of the shrubs in an 
effort to stop the stems from suckering.

We have picked a winter date to avoid ticks and with the 
foliage gone it will be easier to see the crowded stems for 
easier removal.

After the removal efforts we can plan for the planting of 
White Pines and selected hardwoods under the standing 
trees. The site will be open enough for sufficient sunshine to 
be available to the young trees that we plant.

This project will continue for some time as the removal of the 
Honeysuckle and Buckthorn will not happen in one go. We 
will need to go back more than once to complete the job and 
in dealing with suckering from the shrubs. Plantings will take 

place over time under the trees and to the west and north of 
the stand to make the site a little larger and more resilient.

What we are hoping for:
• For Friends to sign up for the work party on 15 January  

2023.
• Hoping you can save some metal food or beverage 

containers with one open end like juice and soup cans. 
Cans from a 2” to 6” diameter.

• Bring eye protection and suitable clothing for the weather 
of the day.

• Leather work gloves are recommended as some thorns 
may be encountered.

Friends who register will receive more information closer to 
the date.

Of course friends of the “Friends” are most welcome to 
participate as well.

In the meantime if you have any questions please let us know.

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Bruce and Laurie Mackenzie
Co-ordinators for the Grimsby Wetlands
905-973-4869

Aerial photo of Grimsby Wetlands area in 1934.
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Astro Notes — January-March 2023
by PHIL MOZEL

MANY OF US LIVE in horribly lit polluted circumstances 
and, unless we travel fairly large distances, will miss out on 
most of what the night sky has to offer. But all is not lost! 
There are some very interesting, and bright, objects to 
attract our attention. The Moon, for example, and many 
of the planets. Bright stars too. They can be observed with 
telescopes, binoculars or just the unaided eye. This is the first 
installment of what I hope will be a series of notes appearing 
quarterly and describing some of the highlights of the coming 
season’s night sky. To kick things off, the sky of this winter.

January

The first event of the winter is not anything you can go outside 
and see: Earth reaches its closest point to the Sun for the year 
(some five million kilometres closer than in July). This may 
seem counterintuitive since it is cold (at least in the northern 
hemisphere) at this time but our distance from the sun has 
little to do with it. Rather, Earth’s northern hemisphere is 
tilted away from the Sun in the early part of the year.

The Moon is always interesting and we’ll talk about it in 
future columns, but for now we will use it as a pointer to 
other objects in the night sky such as planets. On the evening 
of January 25 Jupiter will appear as a brilliant point of light 
just above the Moon. Look in the southwestern sky shortly 
after sunset. Those with a clear western horizon may also 
spot bright Venus to the right of the Moon and much closer 
to the horizon.

On the night of January 30, high in the southeast, Mars will 
lie to the left of the Moon (which will occupy a position 
similar to the one it had during last November’s total lunar 
eclipse). Mars is making one of its periodic, relatively close, 
approaches to Earth. Compare its bright red colour to that of 
the star Aldebaran below the Moon or Betelgeuse closer to 
the horizon.

February

A lovely sight will present itself to those with a clear view to 
the west after sunset on the 22nd. Jupiter will again lie close 
to the Moon (to its upper right) with Venus lower down. 
Don’t wait for the sky to grow completely dark. These three 
objects can be detected in twilight.

March

By the end of February 
the Moon will have left 
Venus and Jupiter but 
in compensation these 
planets will be drawing 
closer to one another. By 
March 1st they will lie 
extremely close together, 
separated by only the 
apparent diameter of 
the Moon. It should be 
glorious! Again, don’t wait until the sky is completely dark.

On the 28th Mars will lie below the nearly first quarter Moon 
for those who look high in the west.

Finally, to back up a bit, the equinox occurs on March 20th 
denoting the beginning of spring in the northern hemisphere.

Much has been left unsaid about sky events for the winter but 
a patient, keen-eyed observer should be able to find more. 
Good luck!

Phil Mozel.
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What We’re Seeing at the Nature Sanctuaries
by JEN BAKER - HNC’s Land Trust Manager

BRITTANY KILLINGBECK (HNC’s Stewardship Technician) and I are fortunate 
to be able to visit the HNC’s nature sanctuaries regularly. The following are some of 
Brittany’s recent sightings from the Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary. We record our 
sightings in iNaturalist and ask that you do as well if you visit the nature sanctuaries.

Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary was HNC’s first nature sanctuary, acquired in 1963, 
and is the largest at 166 acres. It is a mature Carolinian forest with high biodiversity, 
supporting over 20 ‘Species at Risk’. We have been seeing a lot of interesting fungi recently, 
including Orange Jelly Fungus, Hemlock Varnish Shelf, and Grey Knight. 

If you have questions about the nature sanctuaries please contact Jen Baker at land@hamiltonnature.org.

Tricholoma terreum, 
commonly known as the 

Grey Knight or Dirty 
Tricholoma, is a grey-

capped mushroom of the 
large genus Tricholoma. 
It is found in coniferous 

woodlands - photo Brittany 
Killingbeck.

Ganoderma tsugae, also 
known as Hemlock Varnish, 

is a very attractive, flat 
bracket mushroom that 

grows almost exclusively on 
Hemlocks - photo Brittany 

Killingbeck.

Dacrymyces is a genus 
of fungi in the family 

Dacrymycetaceae. It is an 
orange jelly fungus and the 
fruiting bodies are orange, 
gelatinous blobs. It grows 

on dead wood - photo 
Brittany Killingbeck.

Brittany Killingbeck.
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Bullock’s Oriole: New to the Hamilton Study Area
by CLIFF DOMINY

MY FAMILY AND I have lived in rural Campbellville 
for over 20 years and have counted 45 bird species, either 
feeding or breeding on our seven acre wooded lot. Baltimore/
Northern Orioles have always been regular visitors each 
spring. In 2018 I had put together a homemade oriole 
feeder and placed it in a magnolia tree about 12 ft away 
from the sliding door onto our deck. The orioles can perch 
in the magnolia largely out of sight, but not earshot, before 
dropping down to feed. 

On April 26, 2021 
around midmorning 
my locked-down son 
Max noticed an unusual 
bird at the feeder. My 
wife and I couldn’t 
find it in our new 
Eastern North America 
Field Guide and 
eventually consulted 
our 25 year old North 
American guide. The 
birds markings were 
clear and we were 
reasonably confident 
in the Bullock’s Oriole 
identification. The bird 

was spotted again at the feeder on the morning of April 
27 and a few snaps were taken with an old iphone. This 
prompted me to dig out a real camera to better record the 
sighting should we ever see it again. We had no further luck 
on the 27th, but the following day we got a few decent shots 
as well as dozens of poor ones. April 28th was rainy and the 
bird showed up at the feeder around 1:13 p.m. and stayed 
until 1:32 p.m. according to the timestamps on the photos. 

That was the last we saw of it. As we have done most of 
our birding in Southern Africa, I posted it on an Ontario 
Facebook birding group just to make sure we were not being 
misled by a juvenile or unusual morph of Baltimore Oriole. A 
number of birders on the group agreed with us. Glenn Coady 
contacted me and confirmed the sighting whilst driving in 
our neighborhood a few days later.

Imagine my surprise when I attempted to add it to our Life 
List and discovered that we had seen one in San Diego in 
2011. However it certainly made our Ontario (80) and House 
(45) lists. The advent of Merlin Sound ID suggests we are 
missing out on a lot of other species on the property, mostly 

high canopy birds. Come 
to think of it, now that I 
look at those numbers, I 
think we need to do more 
with the HNC in the 
future.

Ed: Glenn Coady, as 
mentioned above, also 
saw this bird and I 
contacted him to see if he 
could add information 
to this occurrence. The 
following is correspondence from Glenn:

This bird was posted to Facebook with no location details by 
homeowner Cliff Dominy seeking a confirmation of the bird’s 
identification. He did not disclose his address because he did 
not want on-call physicians sleeping at his house disturbed. 
Also, there was no reasonable place to pull off the road near 
his property and he did not want to create a road hazard.

The bird was found on April 26, 2021 coming to a feeder 
in his backyard at 8327 Milburough Town Line (on the east 
side of the road and therefore just within Halton R.M.).

The bird was seen at the feeder from April 26 - 28, 2021 by 
Cliff Dominy, his wife Patricia Smith, and their sons Max 

Dominy and Sam Dominy. They have been birding since 
1990, before emigrating to Ontario from South Africa in 
1997.

I was first there on the afternoon of Saturday, May 1 looking 
for the bird alone for several hours with no luck whatsoever. 

Cliff Dominy

Bullocks’s Oriole, adult male, at 
Milburough Town Line, Campbellville - 

29 April 2021 - photo Cliff Dominy.

Bullocks’s Oriole, adult male, at Milburough Town Line, 
Campbellville - 29 April 2021 - photo Cliff Dominy.
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However, I went back early the next morning to follow up 
again and to do some breeding bird atlas work in Halton 
on May 2 and I got lucky and got a good look at the bird 
flying across the open yard of their neighbours to the south 
at 8251. It looked like the bird was leaving the Dominy yard 
and heading south toward Conservation Road - perhaps it 
had found other feeders over there to visit too.

Several others searching later on May 2 failed to detect 
it again. Cliff Dominy told me it never re-appeared at his 
feeder to their knowledge.

Editor: This Bullock’s Oriole was species number 404 for 
the Hamilton Study Area. 

HSA Nature Note — Ant Mating Flight
by JERRY BLOOM

THIS PHOTO BELOW, taken in the late afternoon of 
October 4, 2022, shows the beginnings of the annual mating 
flight of a colony of the Common Citronella Ant, Lasius 
(formerly Acanthomyops) claviger. The larger winged  
virgin queens and smaller winged males have climbed to 
the tip of a shed Wapiti antler (used as a garden decoration) 
to gain maximum altitude before launching on their one 
and only mating flight. A couple of tiny yellow workers are 
visible toward the bottom of the frame. This species typically 
swarms in the afternoon of a fine day in late September or 
early October. Indeed, the seasonal graph of hundreds of 
observations on iNaturalist shows that this particular swarm 
was within a day or so of the peak emergence date. Swarms 
emerge simultaneously over large areas and each consist of 
hundreds or thousands of reproductive individuals.

The fate of the males is 
simple--whether or not they 
are successful in mating 
they will die within a day or 
two. The fate of successfully 
mated queens is much more 
interesting. They land, break 
off their own wings, and then seek a safe, sheltered spot to 
spend the winter. Then in the spring, each survivor seeks out 
the established nest of a closely related species of Lasius. If 
she can successfully infiltrate this nest she begins laying eggs, 
using the inhabitant workers to raise her brood. It is unclear 
whether she herself or her first born brood of daughters kills 
the rightful queen, but somehow the dirty deed is done. The 
newly hatched Lasius claviger workers eventually replace the 
original inhabitants and take over the entire nest. This process 
is known as temporary social parasitism.

Lasius claviger are common but little seen ants in forests, 
meadows and lawns in the southern parts of northeast 
Turtle Island. They are entirely subterranean. The little 
yellow workers never appear above ground except during the 
launch of the mating swarm. They are most often discovered 
by turning over rocks, logs, and paving stones or by digging 
in a garden or lawn. Their presence is sometimes revealed by 
the appearance of low mounded patches of fine soil brought 
to the surface among the stems of grass or other plants. 
The ants are obligate pastoralists, getting their food energy 
exclusively from the honeydew of underground aphids that 
they tend on the roots of plants encompassed by their tunnel 
systems. They are said to get their protein from eating some 
of the tended aphids, but some predation of other small 
underground creatures encountered while tunnelling can’t 
be ruled out.

I am always gob-smacked by the complexity of the lives of 
even the most commonplace of our natural neighbours. 
These little creatures have not let me down!

Jerry Bloom.

Common Citronella Ants, Lasius (formerly Acanthomyops) 
claviger in a mating frenzy - photo Jerry Bloom.
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Democracy Dismissed
by CATCH (Citizens at City Hall)

It’s hard to see any democracy left to Hamiltonians in 
the decision of the provincial Progressive Conservative 
government to force a massive urban boundary expansion 
on the city and its residents. Just over a year ago, city council 
voted 13-3 to reject any boundary expansion, and specifically 
to turn down a proposed much smaller one than what the 
Ford government has now imposed.

The November 2021 decision was overwhelming, unexpected 
and apparently game changing. “For as long as anyone can 
remember, developers have allowed local councillors to 
posture against their projects when necessary to appease 
constituents, so long as their interests are ultimately 
protected and projects approved,” explained political analyst 
Joey Coleman. “Hamilton City Council’s decision against an 
urban boundary expansion is a seismic shift. Council voted 
against the interests of the development industry.”

Of the three councillors who supported a boundary 
expansion, two chose not to run again in last month’s election 
and the third was defeated despite decades in office. Indeed 
Maria Pearson placed third in her failed attempt to return to 
council, garnering less than 30 percent of the vote.

The two pro-sprawl councillors who declined to stand again 
for office were Terry Whitehead and Lloyd Ferguson. The 
latter unsuccessfully endorsed another candidate for his 
ward 13 seat, but the alleged unbeatable Ferguson empire in 
Ancaster turned out to be over.

Instead the decisive winner was Craig Cassar, one of the 
leaders of the stop sprawl and save farmland movement 
that lead the fight against the boundary expansion. Through 
the efforts of Cassar and others, city council was convinced 
to conduct a resident survey on the boundary expansion 
question. And over 90 percent of the more than 18,000 who 
participated in that survey voted for no boundary expansion.

Cassar is being joined on the new council by two other stop 
sprawl leaders – Alex Wilson and Cameron Krotesch – both 
of whom soundly defeated two other long-time incumbents 
(Arlene Vanderbeek and Jason Farr). That puts the city wide 
survey, the overwhelming position of the last council and the 
election results all confirming that Hamiltonians oppose any 
boundary expansion.

If there was any doubt, the three leading mayoralty candidates 
also campaigned against any boundary expansion. Opposing 
positions were extremely rare among the ninety candidates 
for council office.

But the developers have a way around all this opposition – 
just go over the heads of city council and the overwhelming 
majority of residents, and get the Progressive Conservatives 
at Queen’s Park to wipe out all that annoying local democracy. 
And do it when the old councils are no longer functioning 
and the new ones won’t take office until November 15 and 
won’t be functional until weeks later.

That has left residents in a similar position to many others 
across the province facing the dictate of Ford and his PC 
MPPs. Those would include the poorly paid education 
workers whose right to negotiate a union contract has been 
crushed this week in Bill 23 despite being guaranteed by 
Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

It also would include the province’s 36 Conservation 
Authority boards made up largely of elected municipal 
officials who also this week have been stripped of rights to 
defend Ontario’s watersheds, ecological diversity and even 
the conservation lands they have sworn to preserve in Bill 
24. As Hamilton councillor Tom Jackson said on Thursday at 
the meeting of the Hamilton Conservation Authority, this is 
all apparently to remove obstacles to developers.

And it would include any resident who may not agree with 
developer plans anywhere in the province, whose right 
to appeal these schemes has now been abolished. Bill 23 
limits those appeal rights to developers and municipal 
governments – no residents, resident groups or allies such as 
environmental groups would be allowed anymore.

Some may call this a ‘shock and awe’ assault on democracy. 
Others may differ, concurring with the Guelph folk singer 
James Gordon (also a city councillor) that “the system isn’t 
broken, it was made that way”. Lots of fig leaves blowing in 
these autumn winds.
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Bill 23 Spells Disaster for Farmlands, Conservation 
Authorities, Wetlands and Natural Heritage, i.e. NATURE!
by ONTATIO NATURE

On October 25th, the Government of Ontario tabled Bill 23, the More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022, an omnibus 
bill proposing sweeping changes to the province’s natural heritage and land use planning legislation and policy. 
Overall, Bill 23 and associated policies remove and weaken environmental protections and diminish the role of 
Ontarians in land use planning and decision-making.

Ontarians of all political stripes should be deeply concerned by proposed legislative or regulatory changes that 
would:
• Remove requirements regarding public meetings on certain planning matters.  
• Remove your right to appeal planning decisions.  
• Remove the power of conservation authorities (CAs) to regulate or prohibit development that negatively 

impacts wetlands, rivers or streams.  
• Prohibit CAs from entering into agreements with municipalities to provide expert review of planning 

applications.  
• Limit CAs right to appeal land use planning decisions.  
• Require CAs to identify conservation authority owned or controlled lands that could support housing 

development.  
• Eliminate the role of seven regional municipalities in planning matters, thereby compromising coordinated 

efforts to protect farmland and natural areas, determine optimal locations for development and infrastructure, 
and efficiently deliver municipal services. 

Bill 23 and the accompanying policy changes spell disaster for the farmland and natural areas that sustain us. If 
passed, these changes will set land use planning back decades and will stymie societal efforts to address climate 
change and biodiversity loss.

Please join Ontario Nature in opposing the changes proposed and demanding that 1) all amendments likely to 
weaken the protection of farmland and natural heritage be withdrawn; and 2) the role of the public, CAs and 
regional municipalities in environmental planning and decision-making be retained and upheld.

Ed. Now is the time to get to know your MPP. Regardless of which party they represent at Queen’s Park, they still 
represent you first and foremost. Let them know how you feel about this Bill. You may not think it will make any 
difference but it certainly will. Even if your MPP in not from the governing party, your letter to her/him will make 
them become more forceful in their denunciations of this repugnant bill. What else can we do? If we do nothing 
we have failed our children and our environment.
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A 2022 Cross-Canada Birding Odyssey with Bob Curry
by MICHAEL ROWLANDS

ON CIVIC ELECTION DAY, the Bird Study Group held 
its monthly meeting again as a ZOOM webinar. Director 
Jackson Hudecki opened the proceedings with a preview of 
future meeting topics, summarized some of the best birds 
seen in the previous weeks, and made a few other topical 
announcements.

Our speaker for the evening was HNC and BSG member 
Bob Curry, best known as author of Birds of Hamilton and 
Surrounding Areas, and as a founding life member of the 
Ontario Field Ornithologists. Within the HNC, a trophy 
in his name is awarded to the young birder (under 18) who 
records the most species of birds in the previous year in the 
Hamilton Study Area. A mentor to many top birders, Bob 
is a widely recognized authority on status, distribution, and 
identification of birds in Ontario but has also explored all 
things natural in many other parts of Canada and the world. 
In the spring and early summer of 2022, Bob and his wife, 
Glenda Slessor, drove from Burlington to Vancouver and 
back with a goal of seeing as many birds (as well as other 
animals and plants) as they could encounter! His talk was a 
summary of this trip.

Bob opened his talk with a map of Canada prepared for 
him by eBird expert Mike Burrell: it showed the locations 
of all Bob’s uploaded eBird checklists from the trip, whether 
westbound or eastbound. (If you check eBird, you will see 
that Bob currently ranks third in Canadian eBirders with 
528 species seen since he started birding in 1954.) It was 
good to see that a veteran birder such as Bob has been using 
this modern tool for recording, sharing, and saving his bird 
sightings, even his early checklists from before eBird existed, 
have been entered into this database.

Starting on May 2 from 
Burlington, their first 
destination to seek 
target birds was Rainy 
River, in Ontario’s 
extreme northwest, 
right on the border of 
Minnesota. There they 
saw Glenda’s first-ever 
American Three-toed 
Woodpecker, Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker (the 
first of other sapsucker 
species to come), and 
Marbled Godwit. 
They were also happy 
to see that Franklin’s 
Ground Squirrel was expanding its prairie territory from 
Manitoba into Ontario.

Moving into southwestern Saskatchewan, they saw many 
hawks: Swainson’s, Red-tailed, and both dark and light-
phased Ferruginous. On fenceposts, they saw Common 
Nighthawks, which like to nest in the shortgrass. One of 
Bob’s most favourite birds with its sleek appearance and 
pleasant song, the Upland Sandpiper (formerly called the 
Bartramian Sandpiper and [incorrectly] Upland Plover), was 
plentiful in the patches of native grassland near Weyburn, 
but all bird populations dropped drastically when they 
entered the cultivated grassland. We then saw photos of 
Baird’s Sparrow, whose populations have been declining, 
and Gray Partridge, which was seen in each of the prairie 
provinces. Two grassland longspurs were seen in southeast 
Alberta: the Chestnut-collared and Thick-billed Longspur. 
The latter is famous for being the first bird whose name 
was changed (from McCown’s Longspur) by the American 
Ornithological Society due to the association of its namesake 
with racist or other harmful legacies: John McCown’s 
contributions as a naturalist are now overshadowed by his 
actions as a Confederate general during the U.S. Civil War, 
when he defended slavery. Ironically, Bob said, the best place 
to see these birds is at an eBird location named “McCown’s 
Corners, AB.” Also seen were many Western Meadowlarks, 
which are doing better than Eastern Meadowlarks because 
of more plentiful grassland in the west. At Frank Lake, south 
of Calgary, which was teeming with birds, they saw Clark’s 
Grebe, brightly plumaged American Avocet, Black-necked 
Stilt, Wilson’s Phalarope, and White-faced Ibis. Because Bob 

Bird Study Group Meeting Summary – 24 October 2022

Bob Curry holding up the Big Nickel in 
Sudbury - photo Genda Slessor.

Ferruginous Hawk - 17 June 2022 - Walsh, AB - photo Bob Curry.
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says the prairies are a “duck factory,” they saw lots of ducks, 
including Cinnamon Teal and Ruddy Duck, as well as “piles 
of braying Yellow-headed Blackbirds,” and Western and 
Eared Grebes.

After a stop in Weyburn, SK to see a statue of Tommy Douglas, 
deemed the “Greatest Canadian” in 2004 for spearheading 
government-supplied Medicare, they went on to the Cypress 
Hills, a recommended destination in the southwest corner 
at the border with Alberta, where they stayed at the historic 
Reesor Ranch for a few days. To their surprise, a birding 
checklist they had left there during a July 1998 visit was on 
display, so they were fêted as the “bird people” for the rest of 
their stay! While there, they had explicit instructions from a 
Toronto birding friend to find a Cordilleran Flycatcher (one 
of two species when the Western Flycatcher was split into 
Cordilleran and Pacific-slope), and it was at the described 
spot as promised.

In what Bob confessed 
was their first trip to the 
Canadian Rockies, taking 
the southern route when 
going west and the northern 
route on return, birds of 
mention were Barrow’s 
Goldeneye, American 
Dipper at Banff ’s Bow Falls, 
Black-billed Magpie, and 
Clark’s Nutcracker. In a Banff 
woodlot they saw Chestnut-
backed, Mountain and 
Boreal Chickadees, making 
four in all they had seen on 

their trip (including Black-capped). Near Revelstoke, they 
saw Vaux’s Swift. When going eastbound through picturesque 
Jasper on June 14, they took the Sky Tram up snowy, cold 
and windy Whistlers Peak to see White-tailed Ptarmigan and 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch. (This summary includes mostly 
birds, but along the way going east or west, they had also seen 
lots of other wildlife in this area, from Bullsnake to black-
morph Red Fox, Pronghorns, Bighorn Sheep, Mountain 
Goat, American Elk, and a roadside Grizzly Bear!)

In and around Vancouver, they enjoyed the restaurants, 
art galleries, beautiful gardens with their colourful flowers 
and shrubs, and breathtaking scenery while also spotting 
Pelagic Cormorant, Anna’s Hummingbird, Black-headed 
Grosbeak, Western Wood-Pewee, Bushtit, MacGillivray’s 
and Audubon’s Warblers, Red-breasted Sapsucker, and (in 
Abbotsford) California Scrub-Jay and Bewick’s Wren.

During a two-week 
Airbnb stay in Osoyoos, 
they had time to recover 
from the previous four 
weeks of driving and 
discover the Okanagan 
Valley. Exploring the 
surrounding hills and 
valleys, they would bird 
until early afternoon to 
find most of their target 
bird species, then relax 
and enjoy the beautiful 
afternoon sunshine and 
scenery. A bird seen and 
heard in their yard was 
the California Quail, 
introduced to British 
Columbia many years 

ago and “a great neighbour to have,” in Bob’s opinion! The 
bird Bob said he enjoyed the most in the West was the Say’s 
Phoebe, a “softer, gentler version of the Eastern Phoebe.”

At Vaseaux Lake, near Osoyoos in the southern Okanagan 
Valley, they hiked the trails around McIntyre Cliff in 

Thick-billed Longspur - 16 June 2022 - McCown’s Corners, 
Medicine Hat, AB - photo Bob Curry.

Cordilleran Flycatcher - 18 July 
2022 - Cypress Hills, SK - photo Bob 

Curry.

White-tailed Ptarmigan - 14 June 2022 -  The Whistlers, Jasper, 
AB - photo Bob Curry.

Red-breasted Sapsucker - 24 May 
2022 - Cypress P.P., Vancouver - 

photo Bob Curry.
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Nk’mip (pronounced in-ka-meep) First Nation territory. 
The prosperous Osoyoos Indian Band is involved there in 
various aspects of the local economy, including a cultural 
centre, campground, winery, resort, and restaurant. Many 
of their stunning sculptures are also visible in the area, 

attesting to their artistry. 
There Bob and Glenda saw 
and heard Canyon Wren, 
White-throated Swift, and 
the beautiful Lazuli Bunting. 
On Kilpoola Road west of 
Osoyoos, they saw three 
hummingbird species: 
Rufous, Calliope (the smallest 
bird in Canada), and Black-
chinned (the least common 
hummer). Other species 
seen here were Rubber Boa 
(in a hibernaculum at a man’s 

private property), Northern Long-toed Salamander, Acmon 
Blue butterfly, and Mountain Lady’s Slipper (an orchid).

Following a report on eBird, they found a Long-billed 
Curlew at a grasslands park west of Osoyoos, which also led 
them to come across a restaurant called Row Fourteen, part 
of Klippers Organic Farm and Cidery, where Bob said the 
freshly prepared organic meals were spectacular! Apparently, 
it’s a top-10 restaurant for Vancouverites, who must travel 
350 km to get there!

Back to birds, we next saw great photos of – and heard many 
anecdotes about – the many species they saw in the Okanagan 
Valley during their stay: Red-naped and Williamson’s 
Sapsuckers, Cassin’s Finch, Mountain Bluebird, Western 
Bluebird, Lewis’s Woodpecker, Violet-green Swallow, Cassin’s 
Vireo, Western Tanager, Great Gray Owl, Bullock’s Oriole, 
Townsend’s Solitaire, Brewer’s Sparrow, Western Kingbird, 
Dusky Grouse, three Empidonax flycatchers (Hammond’s, 
Gray, and Dusky), and Lesser Goldfinch. After some final 

pictures of beautiful flowers that were at their peak of colour 
on the way west (but were mostly desiccated on their way 
back east), Bob summarized their trip by saying, despite the 
natural disasters and political unrest and divisions we all 
witnessed in early 2022, 
they really enjoyed seeing 
the beauty of western 
Canada and having 
friendly chats with fellow 
Canadians everywhere 
they went.

During the question 
period that followed, 
Bob said they had seen 
about 25 new Canada 
birds during their 57-day 
trip. One target bird they 
missed, which would 
have been a lifer, was the 
Northern Pygmy Owl. 
His top sighting was the Rubber Boa, a snake rarely seen in 
Canada, and the most northerly distributed boa species on 
earth. The bird that was most gratifying to see (finally) after a 
two-day search was the California Scrub-Jay they found with 
a friend’s help in an Abbotsford neighbourhood.

Bob’s pre-trip plan for finding target birds was to look at eBird 
reports for each species but Jackson noted that it was often 
intelligence from birding friends that helped them pinpoint 
where certain birds could best be found. It pays to belong to 
the large community of birding friends and acquaintances 
that Bob and Glenda have built up over their many years 
of birding! Their next birding trip will be to Guatemala in 
February 2023 so Jackson hoped they would share their 
birding experiences from that trip someday, too. After 
passing on thanks from many of the 60 viewers on the chat 
line, Jackson thanked Bob for a most interesting summary of 
his and Glenda’s cross-Canada birding odyssey.

Osoyoos Indian Band Sculpture 
- photo Bob Curry.

Northern Long-toed Salamander - 22 May 2022 - Lac Du Bois, 
Kamloops - photo Bob Curry.

Scarlet Gilia - 9 June 2022 - Lower 
Mount Kobau Road, Okanagan-

Similkameen, BC - photo Bob Curry.

Rubber Boa - 10 July 2022 - Lower Kruger Mountain Road, 
Okanagan-Similkameen - photo Bob Curry.
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Ford Government Wants to Cut Greenbelt Land to Build 
Homes, Contradicting Prior Pledge

by CBC News

Ontario is proposing to remove land from the protected Greenbelt in order to build at least 50,000 new homes, while adding 
new land to it elsewhere — contradicting a pledge made last year.

Housing Minister Steve Clark announced Friday that the government is launching a 30-day consultation on removing about 
7,400 acres in 15 different areas from the Greenbelt, which was created to protect environmentally sensitive regions from 
development.

If that proceeds, landowners will be expected to develop housing plans quickly with construction beginning no later than 
2025, he said. The aim is to build at least 50,000 homes on those lands in service of the government’s target of building 1.5 
million homes in 10 years.

“Today, we are taking further action to support this goal by launching a consultation on proposed changes to the Greenbelt,” 
Clark wrote in a statement.

“These proposals will support our municipal partners’ plans for responsible growth and help build at least 50,000 new homes, 
while leading to an overall expansion of the Greenbelt.”

Last year, when announcing plans to expand the Greenbelt by adding a moraine south of Toronto and a series of urban river 
lands, Clark said he would not cut the protected area or do a land swap.

“I want to be clear: We will not in any way entertain any proposals that will move lands in the Greenbelt, or open the 
Greenbelt lands to any kind of development,” he had said.

The government is now proposing to add 9,400 acres to the Greenbelt elsewhere — including a portion of the Paris Galt 
Moraine and 13 urban river valleys in the Greater Golden Horseshoe — so when factoring in the land that would be removed, 
the Greenbelt would grow in size by 2,000 acres, Clark said.

Ontario created the Greenbelt in 2005 to protect agricultural and environmentally sensitive lands in the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe area from development.

Ed: I don’t think that many people were surprised by the above story. It is common knowledge the Doug Ford is no fan of the 
Greenbelt and he was more than willing to carve it up for developers as caught on camera before he was elected in 2018. 
The ensuing firestorm of protest caused him to back-pedal and state that he would not touch the Greenbelt. I think the Covid 
crisis prevented the above story from happening two years ago. Now fresh with a majority government (with absolute power 
from only 40% of the vote) he is proceeding with what he always wanted to do.

I have been a bit disappointed that the backlash has not been more intense since the announcement but I am sure that 
the public supports the Greenbelt as before. Despite his majority government we can still show our displeasure. There is 
a 30 day period to comment on this on the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO). The link is https://ero.ontario.ca/
notice/019-6216 . The deadline for comments is very soon in early December so do not delay at all if you want to make your 
voice heard. And let your MPP know your thoughts on this especially if you have a PC representative. This government has 
exhibited a tendency to do an about-face when confronted with significant protest. We can only hope.

While some may think that the land-swap proposed for the Greenbelt lands is fair, I think the boundary must be rigid for it to 
work. Otherwise the boundary will just keep getting shifted with the whims of politicians (and of course lobbying developers 
$$$) and the protection afforded by a Greenbelt designation will be essentially meaningless.
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Kitimat – People of the Snow
by GEORGE NAYLOR

KITIMAT IS A SMALL TOWN in NW British Columbia, 
not that far from Alaska. It is at the end of a long inlet from 
the Pacific Ocean named the Douglas Channel. Originally, 
the town was a small village, largely dedicated to the fishing 
industry, but in the 1950’s the area went through some 
historic changes. Those changes happened because the 
Douglas Channel provided deep-water access to the ocean 
– something quite rare for the area. Alcan, an acronym for 
the Aluminum Company of Canada, made a proposal to the 
Canadian and BC governments whereby they would build 
an aluminum smelting facility there. Smelting aluminum 
requires a large source of electricity, so as a part of this 
proposal, Alcan undertook the Kitimat Kemano Project, 
one of the most ambitious Canadian engineering projects of 
the 20th century. This project also sparked one of the largest 
environmental controversies as well. Alcan would build a 
dam and a hydroelectric generating station, but to power it, 
they would reverse the flow of the Nechako River, and bore 
a 16km tunnel through Mt. Dubose to provide the water 
supply for the turbines. The company also funded a purpose-
built town for smelter employees. In three years, 6000 
construction workers built the dam, tunnel, powerhouse, 
transmission line, smelter and town. Kitimat is a boom-town 
again, because there is a another huge project underway 
there; the construction of a liquefied natural gas terminal 
(LNG) to ship the product by ship to Asia.

The First Nations group in this area of coastal BC is the 
Haisla – meaning “dwellers downriver”– who have occupied 
their traditional territory since time immemorial. In their 
language, the meaning of the word Kitimat is in the title 
above, although the current spelling and pronunciation is  a 
“western” corruption of “Git-a-maat” the First Nations name 
for this place. My reason for being in northern coastal BC?  
I have never been that far north in the province, and my 

son Chris had been contracted 
to help start a Junior A hockey 
team in the town, so I shook off 
my Covid blues and went to visit 
him. I left home on 21 September 
and returned on 11 October. 
Kitimat is in the regional district 
of Kitimat – Stikine, with a land 
area of roughly 10,4000 sq/km 
and a population of about 39,000 
most of which are in Kitimat or 
the town of Terrace, which is 
slightly larger.  Terrace is the site of the only airport in the 
region. The district is almost completely coastal rain forest, 
has 598 mountains within its borders, and numerous rivers, 
which are home to the famous fall salmon spawning runs - 
and bears! 

My 1 ¼ hour flight from Vancouver to Terrace left after dark, 
headed north, and the middle 40 minutes of the flight was 
over land that was completely dark – not a light or a single 
sign of human habitation – until I saw a few lights along a 
river that I later deduced was Bella Coola, a settlement a little 
south of Kitimat. I don’t know of many places, even in largely 
empty Canada, where that is true! Kitimat is about 70 km 
from Terrace, and when you leave the town, you won’t see a 
single building until you get to the edge of Terrace, and it’s 
all forest.  There is no coastal road connecting southern and 
northern BC. To get to Kitimat from Vancouver, you drive 
east into the Okanagan Valley, head north to Prince George, 

then west to Kitimat, about 
15 hours away, and almost 
all of that drive is on hilly, 
curvy two-lane roads. 

One of my trip goals was 
to see my life Grizzly Bear. 
Kitimat has a Facebook 
page dedicated to bear 
sightings in town, and 

at this time of year there are multiple sightings a day of 
both Blacks and Grizzlies. My son was staying in a house less 
than a km from the Kitimat River. A few days after I arrived, 
a house about six down from where we were had a portable 
bear trap installed on the front lawn, because a bear was 
being seen there. A few days before, another house in town 
had a wooden shed torn apart, a chest freezer ripped open 
like a giant can-opener was used, and the contents carried off.  

George Naylor at Point 
Pelee.

The Douglas Channel near the aluminum smelter - photo 
George Naylor. The Bear Trap - photo George 

Naylor.
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Locals suggested that if we did any BBQing, we bring the grills 
into the house at night! Chris met a man who was mauled 
by a Grizzly and survived.  He was part of a forestry crew, 
and he was charged by an adult female with cubs. He turned 
away and the bear knocked him down and as he lay on his 
stomach, the bear mauled his back, and then flipped him over 
to finish the job. Forestry workers wear an exaggerated helmet 
with a neck guard, almost like a fireman’s helmet. He pulled 
his helmet over his face and for some reason the bear didn’t 
claw him, but tried to bite through the helmet, perhaps trying 
to get at his throat. After a few minutes the bear lost interest 
and left. The rest of his crew found him.  He lifted his shirt and 
showed his back to Chris, who said it looked like the road map 
with dozens of highways to Hell.  He still works in forestry – 
they make them tough up there!  Bear Spray was our constant 

companion while outdoors.

This is a nature-interest 
periodical so I’ll get to the 
nature part now. Kitimat is like 
a town built in a forest, and it 
amazed me how few birds were 
seen in town during my stay. 
The most numerous bird was 
the American Robin, followed 
by Common Raven, the former 
Northwestern Crow, (I miss it 
being another species) and Bald 
Eagle. I saw a few of the red-
shafted form of the Northern 
Flicker,  a few Oregon Juncos, 

Steller’s Jays, and that was about it.  One big change  for 
me was how approachable the Bald Eagles were. The photo 
above shows one atop a hydro pole at Prince Rupert harbour, 
that I approached to within about 20m – not much cropping 
needed! I saw one Varied Thrush 
in three weeks. Kitimat is almost 
12 degrees of latitude north of 
Hamilton, so  I think that by 
this time of year that far north, 
most of the migrants had already 
left. We made numerous trips to 
see the country, often going to 
Terrace, and made one trip to 
Prince Rupert, about three hours 
away. The road to Prince Rupert 
goes through Terrace, in fact 
there’s only one road to anywhere!

The largest mammal I saw on the entire trip was a Red Squirrel. 
I take that back;  we saw two Humpback Whales cruising the 
shoreline in Kitimat Harbour, along with about 20 dolphins 
that were too far away to safely identify without a scope. The 

only Moose I saw was a freshly butchered carcass dumped 
on the side of a gravel road in the back country, probably 
poached (The locals call Moose “Swamp Donkeys”).  It’s not 
all bad news, because I had two life birds on the trip; Pelagic 
Cormorant in the harbour at Prince Rupert and a Pacific 
Wren – split from Winter Wren – on the road to Terrace, 
which follows the Kitimat River valley. I also saw a couple 
of interesting races of  raptors.  Along the Terrace highway, I 
saw one of the very dark “Pacific” Merlin, and what I at first 
thought was a dark phase Rough-legged Hawk flying low 
toward me, that turned out to be an adult dark phase Red-
tailed Hawk, when I was able to see the tail! Oh yes – and 
one Osprey! I’m still waiting for my life Grizzly, although we 
chased a few reported sightings in town. 

For me, the success of a trip doesn’t rest entirely on sightings.  
This trip was special for the three weeks I spent with my 
son, and being in something as close to wilderness as I’ve 
ever experienced. The summer was hanging in late while I 
was there, but the rain and snow were on the way – it’s a 
rain forest after all. It never gets very cold, but the rain up 
there turns into a lot of snow! No sane person leaves town 
up there in winter without a survival kit of flares, water, and 
blankets!  Snow tires are compulsory after October 1st.  The 
dominant tree in northern BC is the Sitka Spruce. There is  a 
lot of logging and clear-cutting in this region, but still plenty 
of forest with big trees. In Kitimat there is a natural area 
named Spruce Park, where a number of these giants exist. 
Lastly, I’m including a picture of another form of wildlife I 
also didn’t see. It’s  on a sign in a park, if you can translate 
from Tsimshian, the First Nations language of the region.

Bald Eagle at Prince Rupert 
- 2 October 2022 - photo 

George Naylor.

Another lifer missed - 
photo George Naylor.

Sunset over Git-a-maat - 30 September 2022 - photo George Naylor.
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Refurbished Power Station - Niagara Falls’ Latest Attraction
by GORD MCNULTY
THE IMPRESSIVELY RESTORED Niagara Parks Power 
Station has added another feature attraction to Niagara 
Falls that will appeal to naturalists. Angie and I thoroughly 
enjoyed a visit to the refurbished former power station along 
the Niagara Parkway on September 20. From a naturalists’ 
perspective, the highlight was an opportunity to see the 
Horseshoe and American Falls from a spectacular new 
vantage point – an observation platform at the end of a 
tunnel at the edge of the Niagara River.  The station faces the 
river about halfway between the brink of the Horseshoe Falls 
and the wreck of the old scow upstream of the falls.

A glass-enclosed elevator 
takes visitors to the half-mile 
long tunnel, 180 feet below the 
generator floor of the station. 
The walk along the curved, 
25 feet wide tunnel is dank 
and darkly lit, but culminates 
in a panoramic riverside view 
of the Niagara Gorge and its 
majestic waterfalls.

The view, as described by Mary 
K. Nolan in a 24 September 
Hamilton Spectator article, is 
indeed “awesome.”  Full credit 
is due to the Niagara Parks 

Commission for transforming a massive hydro-electric plant 
that had sat ignored and unused since its decommissioning 
in 2006. Built in 1905, the station – noted for its elaborate 
Italian Renaissance style architecture – served as a veritable 
cathedral of power that was responsible in large part for the 
industrialization of southern Ontario.

The restoration began in 2018 
with the help of a $25-million 
loan from the provincial 
government. Visitors learn 
how the complex station 
harnessed the power of Niagara 
Falls to generate electricity 
through interactive exhibits, 
interpretive installations and 
repurposed artifacts.

Some of the exhibits focus on pioneers of electricity such 
as Nikola Tesla, Thomas Edison and George Westinghouse. 
The station, with massive copper doors that open to visitors, 
features a cavernous above-ground Generator Hall that 
houses a total of 11 generators to produce electricity. The 
torrents of water that turned the turbines roared through the 
half-mile tailrace tunnel before returning to the river. The 
Tailrace Tunnel Experience, as it’s promoted, opened in July 
and allows visitors to replicate the water’s experience as they 
walk to the observation platform.

David Adames, CEO of the Niagara Parks Commission, told 
the Spectator the public response to the entire project has 
been phenomenal. “It’s one more way for people to connect 
with the water,” he said. “The Tunnel was the last piece of 
the puzzle and it really completes the picture.” The guided 
and self-guided tours of the power station’s infrastructure 
and machinery are intriguing especially from an engineer’s 
perspective, but it was invariably the falls and the river that 
we found the most compelling as naturalists.

The grounds of the power station are beautifully landscaped 

Gord McNulty.

The Niagara Parks Power 
Station has much to offer - 

photo Gord McNulty.

Niagara Falls’ latest tourist attraction - the impressively 
refurbished Niagara Parks Power Station - photo Gord 

McNulty.

The beautifully landscaped property of the Niagara Parks Power 
Station - photo Gord McNulty.
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and the foliage and trees immediately caught our attention 
even before we entered the station. In addition to the tunnel-
view splendour of the falls, we also savoured the opportunity 
to photograph the swirling Niagara River at the very brink 
of the Horseshoe Falls. An immersive, interactive sound 
and light show, promoted as ‘Currents: Niagara’s Power 

Transformed”, is also offered nightly at 7 p.m. We’ve marked 
it on our bucket list.

A visit to the Niagara Power Station is a highly rewarding 
experience which we heartily recommend. For information, 
1-877-642-7275 or www.niagaraparks.com

HSA Nature Notes - Woodcocks on the Move
by BILL LAMOND

WE DON’T OFTEN THINK about migrating American 
Woodcocks in the fall. But they obviously do migrate, largely 
unseen, with just a few fall records. Of course in the spring 
it is much different when many birders are keenly attune to 
their spring arrival and the first migrants are eagerly sought 
out.

Birds of Hamilton bears out this uncertain fall movement 
with the comment: “Woodcocks retreat quietly and for the 
most part go unnoticed in the fall”. But thinking about this, 
they must have a peak migration period as all birds seem to 
have. I think that period is right now.

Yesterday (27 October) I was looking for Saw-whets (none 
seen) in a large field planted with White Pine in double 
rows, interspersed with open forb areas - easy walking and 
checking. I flushed five Woodcocks but only recorded four 
on eBird thinking that one of the birds could have been a 
recount as it flushed when I was still 25 feet from it when 
the others essentially flushed at my feet. In retrospect it is 
doubtful I re-flushed the same bird. Later that afternoon I 
flushed another Woodcock along the edge of the Harrisburg 
Rail Trail. 

These are the first 
Woodcock I have had this 
fall and it seemed odd I 
would get six in a day when 
previously none. And my 
birding is pretty much the 
same routine day in, day 
out. I speculated that the 
pine plantation must have 
been good habitat, but nothing about it really seemed like a 
spot for Woodcocks.

Later that day I checked eBird to see how frequent records of 
this species were this October. There are not many October 
2022 dots on the eBird maps. But what was enlightening was 
how many of those dots are from 27 October. I looked at all 
the Woodcock October 2022 records on eBird from Toronto 
and west to Lambton and south from there to include the rest 
of southwestern Ontario (including Niagara). I admit I was 
too lazy to look at the rest of the Ontario records.

Of 52 records, 14 were from 27 October and of these 14 
records, four were multiples, 5, 5, 2 and an incredible 11 that 
a birder flushed in walking to the Tip of Point Pelee. Of the 
other 38 records (not 27 October) only three were multiples 
(4,2,2). 

I think this proves that Woodcocks were really on the move 
the night of the 26th. It may even imply that Woodcocks are 
not that migratory until around this date. This is supposition 
on my part. There is a 10 October record for the Tip of Long 
Point that was likely a migrant. Perhaps akin to seeing a 
migrant Yellow-rumped Warbler in August although 95% of 
them pass through in mid-October.

Bill Lamond at Princess Pt, 
13 October 2018 - photo 

Christine Bishop.

American Woodcock at Sedgewick Forest - 17 March 2017 - 
photo Mark Jennings.
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The Throwback | 2000

A view of Fisher’s Creek at Spooky Hollow on an HNC outing 
in 2000 - photo Angie McNulty.
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I like this photo as it really shows the contrast between these two species. Not the obvious contrast of one 
being white and one being dark, but the obvious size difference. I think many birders have the impression that 
a Great Egret is like a Great Blue Heron only white. However, you can see here that a Great Blue Heron dwarfs 

a Great Egret. They are not even close. Their behaviours are so different too. Great Egrets roost together at 
night, often in well-known spots so they can be easily counted. I know of one such spot in Brantford where 
egrets have roosted for three years now in the late summer and fall. Why don’t Great Blue Herons do this? 

The answer, as pointed out to me years ago by Alan Wormington, is that Great Blue Herons don’t sleep! Well, 
of course they sleep but they are highly nocturnal animals and thus don’t roost at night as they are actively 

feeding. If they were going to roost they might do it in the daytime but they are active then as well. I suppose 
they sleep in short bursts at any time of the entire day.

Great Egret and Great Blue Heron at Old Greenfield Road, Brant - 2 August 2016 - photo Mary Anne Rose.
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