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The photo of this Red Admiral was taken on September 19, 2010 in Brantford. Find out the results of the 2010 Hamilton Butterfly Count
that took place on July 4th on page 140.
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HNC BOARD 2010-2011 - Executive
Past-President:
Jim Stollard
905 634-3538
jjstollard@sympatico.ca
President:
Bill Lamond
519 756-9546
bill-lamond@hotmail.com
Vice-President:
Michael Fischer
905 526-0325
fischermj@sympatico.ca
Secretary:
Joyce Litster
905 627-1203
jlister4@cogeco.ca
Treasurer:
Jim Heslop
905 648-5770
heslop@cogeco.ca
Directors
Bird Study:
George Holland
905 945-3962
gecholland@cogeco.net
Conservation and Ed.:
Terry Carleton
905 515-4101
terry.carleton@utoronto.ca
Field Events:
Gerten Basom
905 304-5998
gertenb@mountaincable.net
Director-at-Large:
Gord McNulty
905 525-9927
gmcnulty7@gmail.com
Membership:
Jean Stollard
905 634-3538
jjstollard@sympatico.ca
Program:
Diane Green
905 827-4662 episciaflower@sympatico.ca
Publicity:
Lindsay Burtenshaw
289 389-9074
lburtenshaw@rbg.ca
Sanctuary:
Warren Beacham
905 526-0325
fischermj@sympatico.ca
Volunteer:
Elaine Serena
905 639-2702
eserena@cogeco.ca
Wood Duck Editor:
vacant
wood_duck@bell.net
Coordinators
Website Coordinator:
Mark Green
289 880-3035
webmaster@hamiltonnature.org
George Holland
Bird Study Group Leader:
905 945-3962
gecholland@cogeco.net
Social Coordinator:
905 544-5843
Jr. Nats. Coordinator:
905 627-4601

Tony Scacchi
Brian Wylie
bwylie3@cogeco.ca

Mailing Coordinator:
Jean Stollard
905 634-3538
jjstollard@sympatico.ca
Land Trust Program Coordinator:
Jen Baker
905-524-3339
land@hamiltonnature.org
Birding Hotline:

905 381-0329

Send Noteworthy Bird Records to:
Rob Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas. L9H 3S1
rdobos@cogeco.ca

MEMBERSHIP FEES 2010-2011
Life Membership
Single Membership
Senior Single Membership
Student Single Membership
Senior Joint Membership
Student Joint Membership
Family Membership
Junior Naturalists - first child
Junior Nats - additional children
Honorary Life Member

HNC PUBLICATIONS

$750.00
35.00
30.00
30.00
35.00
35.00
40.00
65.00
55.00
None

Please remit to: The Membership Director,
Hamilton Naturalists' Club
P.O. Box 89052, Hamilton, Ontario
L8S 4R5
The Wood Duck is published nine times a
year September to May, inclusive, by:
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
Westdale P.O. Box 89052
Hamilton, ON. L8S 4R5
Editor: vacant

Hamilton Nature Counts 2003
(2 volumes - 85 with shipping) 75.00
Checklist of the Birds of HamiltonWentworth
2.00
Date Guide to Birds of HamiltonWentworth
1.00
Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to the
Green Spaces of Hamilton-Wentworth
Free
Head-of-the-Lake Pocket Nature Guide
regular 8.00; for educators 5.00
The Habitats of Hamilton and Halton Poster
regular 4.00; educators 3.00
A Monthly Guide to Nature and
Conservation in Your Area
regular 5.00; for educators 3.00
Hamilton Mammal Atlas
15.00
Birds of Hamilton and
Surrounding Areas
45.00

To order HNC Publications
contact Alf Senior
Phone: 905-527-0905 or
E-mail: senioralfred@yahoo.ca

Volume 64 Number 6

February 2011

CN ISSN 0049-7886

Publications Mail Contract No. 40048074

Publications Committee: Rob Dobos, Bill Lamond, Diane Green, Don McLean,
Michael Fischer, Jean Stollard and Susan Doka.
The Wood Duck is the official publication of the HNC, produced by volunteer members
of the Club and printed on 100% recycled paper. Deadline for receipt of material is
the twelfth of the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted without
permission but credit lines must be included. Opinions expressed in the Wood Duck
are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or of the
Hamilton Naturalists' Club.
The Hamilton Naturalists' Club promotes public interest in the study, conservation
and appreciation of our natural heritage. Meetings are held monthly September to
May inclusive and field events are scheduled throughout the year. Visitors are welcome.
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is a registered charity and all donations as well as
membership fees are tax deductible.

web: http://www.hamiltonnature.org
email: info@hamiltonnature.org

Making Your Own Astronomical Discovery
by Mario Carr

From the comfort of your home, you
could make the next important discovery that could revolutionize astronomy.
As
telescopes
advance,
astronomers can see deeper into the
universe making new discoveries on a
regular basis. But there is one problem. The deeper they look, the more
images they collect that need to be
analyzed. In fact, there are now too
many images for them to handle by
themselves so they are asking for help
from people like you. Astronomers
have joined forces to form Zoo
Universe at www.zooniverse.org,
which combines a number of projects
where everyone is encouraged to
participate.
Projects include; Galaxy Zoo Hubble,
Galaxy Zoo The Hunt for
Supernovae,
Galaxy
Zoo
Understanding Cosmic Mergers,
Planethunters.org, The Milky Way
Project, Moon Zoo, and OLD Weather
and Solar Stormwatch. More are on
the way. There is no shortage of work
since there are hundreds of thousands
of images that need to be analyzed.
One word of warning though, it can
be extremely addictive.
Enlisting the public to help make discoveries is not new to astronomy. For
centuries, amateurs have made significant contributions to help advance
astronomy. In fact, without amateurs,
astronomy would still be in the dark
ages. For instance, maps of the lunar
surface
created
by
amateur
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astronomer Patrick Moore helped
land spacecraft on the Moon during
the 60s. Recently, 10 year old Kathryn
Aurora Gray from Fredericton, NB
was the youngest person in history
according to the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada to discover an
exploding star called a supernova in a
far away galaxy. The extremely faint
supernova at magnitude 17 is in
galaxy UGC 3378 about 240 million
light years away. Some people have
spent years to find something like
this. Amazingly, she made the discovery on her first few attempts.
Here are some important events for
February stargazers. Most are listed in
the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers
calendar.
Orion the hunter is one of the prominent winter constellations, which can
be seen this month. There are four
corners to the constellation. Look for
stars Betelgeuse that make up Orion’s
left shoulder and move clockwise to
Bellatrix, Rigel and Orionis. The three
stars that make up Orion’s belt from
the upper right are Mintaka, Alnilam
and Anitak. The constellation is full of
astronomical wonders like nebulas,
variable and binary stars. Some can be
seen with binoculars. For example,
Betelgeuse is a variable star, the
Horse Head Nebulae is close to Orinis
and Mintaka is a double star.
There a few planets that can be seen
this month. Venus and Mercury can

both be seen in the south east morning
sky at twilight. Mercury will be visible low in the sky early in the month.
Jupiter will be seen in the south west
during evening twilight setting around
8 p.m. and Saturn rises in the south
east around midnight. Uranus is low
in the south west sky during evening
twilight.
Feb. 2 – New Moon
Feb. 10 – First Quarter Moon
Feb. 11 – Hamilton Amateur
Astronomers meeting at 7:30 p.m.,
Hamilton Spectator building, 44 Frid
St., Hamilton. University of Waterloo
professor Dr. Ralph Chou will discuss
the aging eye and observing. Free
admission with door prizes. Non-perishable food items will be collected
for local food banks.
Feb. 18 – The Full Moon this month is
called the Snow Moon.
Feb. 24 – Last Quarter Moon
For more information, please see the
Hamilton Amateur Astronomers web
site at www.amateurastronomy.org or
call (905) 627-4323.
Mario Carr, the author of the report, is
the director of public education,
Hamilton Amateur Astronomers. He
is also a member of the Hamilton
Naturalists’ Club and can be reached
at mariocarr@cogeco.ca.
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Pollinators & Pollination:
Canadian, Continental & Global Problems
by Louise Unitt
On January 10, 2011, the HNC was
pleased to welcome entomologist
Peter Kevan to our monthly general
meeting. Dr. Kevan obtained an
Honours B. Sc. in Zoology at McGill
University in 1965, followed up in
1970 by a Ph.D. in Entomology from
the University of Alberta. An expert in
pollination biology, Dr. Kevan has
been recognized for his many contributions to the study of insects, especially interactions between insects
and plants, and pollination ecology.
In September 2009, Dr. Kevan retired
from his professorship at the
University of Guelph’s Department of
Environmental Biology. However, his
current activities are keeping him
busier than ever. Dr. Kevan chairs the
Task Force on Declining Pollination
of the IUCN (International Union for
Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources), sits of the steering committee for the North American
Pollinator Protection Campaign, and
is a member of the Canadian
Pollinator Protection Initiative. He is
actively involved in many other pollinator and pollination projects, including initiatives stemming from the
Convention on Biological Diversity.
Dr. Kevan’s chief endeavour is CANPOLIN
(Canadian
Pollination
Initiative), which he co-founded with
Laurence Packer.
The purpose of the evening’s talk was
to communicate the critical importance of pollinators to humans,
page 124

wildlife, and the ecosystems of the
planet. Dr. Kevan began by outlining
the fundamentals, starting with a definition of pollination. Pollination
refers to the transportation of pollen
from a male to a female flower, either
on the same plant (self-pollination) or
between plants (cross-pollination). It
is the prelude to fertilization and
eventual production of seeds and
fruits. Bees and other pollinators are
the “intromittent organisms” that
carry out the task. Dr. Kevan, who
has been known to call himself a plant
gynaecologist, summed up the
process this way: “Plant sex is what
pollination is all about.”
Pollination is an “Essential Natural
Service” without which there would
be no setting of seed, and hence no
fruit. The global worth of insect pollination for food and fibre production is
estimated at $217 billion per year! We
have pollinators to thank for one out
of every three bites of food we ingest.
In addition to their importance to food
security and ecosystem sustainability,
pollinators are biological control
agents, playing a vital role in pest outbreak control.
Canada’s huge diversity of wild pollinators includes wasps and hornets,
butterflies and moths, hummingbirds,
hoverflies, springtails, bats, and 1,000
species of bee. Dr. Kevan focussed
his talk mostly on managed pollinators. For example, flies are used
extensively for vegetable seed pro-

duction, and the bumblebee (Bombus
spp.; B. impatiens) has proven its
value in growing greenhouse tomatoes. The still air of a greenhouse
environment means there is no breeze
to shake pollen free from tomato
flowers. Hand pollination is an unsatisfactory solution, because of the high
labour costs incurred. Since coming
into use in Ontario, Manitoba, and
B.C., bumblebee culture has made the
production of greenhouse tomatoes
affordable. bumblebees practise buzzpollination, clamping their jaws onto
a flower’s anther, then loosening its
pollen by means of high-pitched
buzzing. Greenhouse tomato production covers 736 acres in Ontario,
where 75% of Canada’s greenhouse
tomatoes are grown, and has a value
of $290 million a year.
Dr. Kevan would like to see more use
made of Orchard Bees (Osmia spp.;
O. lignaria) for pollination. The
species, native to our area, is cold-tolerant, active at temperatures as low as
six or seven degrees Celsius, Orchard
Bees do not sting, and are efficient
and easy to manage. Another efficient
native pollinator is the Hoard Squash
Bee, which works from dawn to midday. Deep tillage must be avoided, as
it nests underground in and around
fields.
Pollinator shortages have existed
since dawn of agriculture, with the
production of figs and dates. For
example, a fresco from 3,700 BP
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shows that Babylonians pollinated
dates by hand. This was because of the
absence of male plants. The historian
Herodotus described the hand pollination of dates and figs in his writings.
A more recent pollinator shortage
arose when the British took Red
Clover to New Zealand during 19th

century colonization. Because there
were no native bumblebees to pollinate the plants, the colonists established a thriving Red Clover crop by
importing bumblebees from England.
The bumblebee continues to thrive in
New Zealand but has since declined in
Britain. “Repatriation” of bumblebees
to Britain from New Zealand is under
consideration. Well into the 20th century, Malaysia’s Oil Palm was pollinated by hand, a very costly undertaking. This was necessary because Oil
Palms were imported from Africa, but
lacked a Malaysian pollinator. One
was eventually found in Cameroon
and brought to Malaysia.

There are many modern examples of
pollinator shortage, Canada included.
Many bee species maintain a natural
association with flowers of the
Lowbush Blueberry. These pollinators
nest in fields and adjacent forests. The
use of herbicides deprives the pollinators of weeds on which to forage
before and after the blueberry flower
blooms. This leads to reduced nesting
success and population decline.
Another cause of pollinator shortage
is pesticide use. In the 1970s, insecticides were used for New Brunswick
forest management, to the detriment
of the Lowbush Blueberry crop.
Pollinators are also subject to attack
from parasites and disease. The
Varroa Mite is a new disease-transmit-
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ting parasite that affects Canadian
honeybees. Honeybees (Apis spp.; A.
mellifera) are also afflicted by three
other parasites: Chalk Brood (a fungus), Tracheal Mite, and two species
of Nosema apis and N. ceranae. In the
U.S., bees are trucked across the
Rockies and the Sierras from the eastern states, and “dumped” into large
western bee yards. Besides being
stressed by the journey and often suffering from disease, the bees are
affected by pesticides and an
unhealthy diet in their new environment. Almond pollination in
California relies on a vast number of
honeybees, which are in short supply.
Last year’s numbers were the lowest
yet.
The U.S. has seen a 50% decline in
honeybee
populations.
While
Canada’s decline has been less severe,
colony losses have occurred in most
of Canada. In some years, overwintering losses have topped 30%. Such
losses cost the beekeeping industry
more than $5 million a year. Costs
incurred to manage pests, parasites
and disease are on the rise. While
$1.80 per pound wholesale is the
break-even point for beekeepers,
honey prices have fallen below that.
Economics pose grave problems for
beekeepers, who find themselves
unable to compete on price with cheap
imported honey. In Canada, the value
of honeybees for crop pollination is
estimated at between $1.3 and 1.7 billion per year.
Alfalfa, widely used as forage for
livestock, is important to the dairy
industry. Alfalfa Leafcutting Bees
(Megachile spp.) are efficient pollinators of alfalfa in western Canada.
However, high productivity has led to
field expansion, thereby eliminating

Alfalfa Leafcutting Bee by Peggy Greb,
USDA-ARS courtesy of
http://www.ozanimals.com/Insect/AlfalfaLeafcutter-Bee/Megachile/rotundata.html

most of the Alfalfa Leafcutting Bee’s
nesting habitat. In the pollinator’s
absence, seed yields plummeted from
1,000 to 15 kilograms per hectare.
This situation illustrates the consequences of habitat loss, which is
harmful to many kinds of pollinators.
Fortunately, the population was
restored to viable numbers by implementing Alfalfa Leafcutting Bee husbandry. In Saskatchewan alone, which
is responsible for 75% of Canada’s
alfalfa seed production, more than
two billion Alfalfa Leafcutting Bees
are managed for pollination.
The reduced crop production that follows pollinator shortages results in
higher produce prices for the consumer. If however, prices are set internationally, it is the Canadian farmer
who pays. Nor is pollinator decline
merely a human problem. Migratory
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and winter residential birds rely on
forest seeds and fruits for obtaining
sufficient energy stores. In order to
produce healthy cubs, a Black Bear
sow must fatten up and gain two kilograms a day prior to hibernation. If
the forest berry crop is too small, a
malnourished sow will not produce
enough milk for her cubs to survive.
Pollinator shortages are clearly a concern for human food production and
ecosystem sustainability. But are
these shortages large enough to affect
human food security or broad-scale
ecosystem function? Global analyses
suggest not—at least not yet.
With pollination demands on the rise,
we need to achieve a greater understanding of crop pollination systems.
There is a “crying need for R&D!” in

order to create a diversity of managed
pollinators. Implementation of land
management changes is required for
the benefit of pollinators and pollination. Canada has been at the forefront
in devising initiatives to remedy pollinator shortages. It has participated in
numerous U.S. and international
meetings. For example, Dr. Kevan’s
expertise was called upon as a panel
member on the São Paulo Declaration
on Pollinators in 1999. He serves as
scientific director and principal investigator of CANPOLIN-NSERC, the
above-mentioned organization which
he co-founded. The initiative, which
became operational in 2009, was
formed to address the growing problem of pollinator decline in Canada’s
agricultural and natural ecosystems.

Dr. Kevan invited us to “act locally
and think globally” by applying our
heightened awareness of pollinators
to our own back yards. He cited several information resources to assist us
in welcoming pollinators onto our
properties: the Canadian Pollination
Protection Initiative, Canadian
Pollinator Gardeners, and the North
American Pollinator Protection
Campaign. Dr. Kevan suggested that
our Club might wish to engage in pollinator monitoring programs in collaboration with like-minded organizations. He urged us to join CANPOLIN
“in support our pollinators and the
plants they pollinate.” You can learn
more about CANPOLIN’s work at
www.uoguelph.ca/canpolin

visitors. Keeping warm is not a problem because they fluff up their feathers.
Finding sufficient food is critical.
Many migrate east or west, instead of
south, looking for good crops of birch,
pine, sugar mapleseeds, buds of elm
and other trees and shrubs, and tree sap.

colours. Their large, cone-shaped bill is
yellowish white in the winter, then
peels off to a light green, telling us that
Spring is on its way!

Evening Grosbeaks
by June Hitchcox
The Winter Finch Forecast by Ron
Pittaway suggested that Evening
Grosbeaks, a finch species, might seek
the excellent southern crop of Manitoba
Maple seeds; with feeders of black-oil
sunflower seeds acting as a bonus for
the birds. Unfortunately, the Ottawa
area fall count recorded none.
Near Peterborough on November 3,
and Joyce Corner on November 7, 2
males were reported - the same day that
another birder reported seeing 20 north
of the city. On December 8, one was
heard calling and several were spotted
on Stony Lake.
Evening Grosbeaks are erratic winter
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They like road salt and need grit to
grind up seeds in their crops. They feed
heavily at dusk before roosting for the
night to keep up their fat levels for
warmth, slowly digesting all night.
Evening Grosbeaks are Starling-sized
and short-tailed; males have a bright
yellow forehead, females have muted
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Upcoming RBG Public Programs of Interest to Naturalists
See www.rbg.ca for details and online registration, or call (905) 527-1158 ext 270.

RBG GEO-QUEST
Sundays February 13 OR March 20
2 to 4 p.m. at the Nature Centre.
Members: $10.50/person (family membership rate $29);
Non-members: $13.50/person (family rate $38)
Your team receives a tutorial on the supplied GPS unit,
and then heads outdoors on a high-tech treasure hunt.
Suitable for children aged 5 and up. Dress for the outdoors.
MAXIMUM 28. PRE-REGISTER BY FEBRUARY 4 or
MARCH 11.
SNOWSHOEING/WINTER WALK
AT THE GARDENS
Saturdays February 5 OR 19
2 to 4 p.m. at the Nature Centre.
Members: $10.50/class (family membership rate $29);
Non-members: $13.50/class (family rate $38)
If you can put one foot in front of the other, you’re well on
your way to having fun on snowshoes! We head out on a
nature walk if conditions aren’t suitable for snowshoeing.
MAXIMUM 15. PRE-REGISTER BY JANUARY 13, 28,
FEBRUARY 10.
SHARING NATURE WITH KIDS
THROUGH THE SEASONS
March 5 (seeding plants for the garden)
1 to 4:30 p.m. at the Nature Centre.
Members: $23.50; Non-members: $28
Do you work with children at a school / camp / church or
other setting? Join our nature education experts for an
afternoon of simple tips and tricks geared to involving
children in exploring the natural world around them. Our
staff is also available to offer these programs at your site call us for details.

in a demonstration. Hands-on activities for kids, plus raffles and more. Registration is not necessary. Visit
www.rbg.ca for details.
THE NAKED TRUTH ABOUT WINTER TREES
Sunday, February 27
1 to 4 p.m. at the Nature Centre.
Members: $15; Non-members: $18
The trees bare all in this workshop with Paul O’Hara;
learn how to identify trees in the winter woods. Come
dressed for the weather.
MAXIMUM 20. PRE-REGISTER BY FEBRUARY 18.
GET BACK TO NATURE HIKE
Sundays, 2 to 3:30 p.m., various locations at RBG (exception: no hike on holiday Sundays)
Free (donations welcome)
Hikes are guided, dress for the weather, call or visit the
website for locations. In the event of inclement weather,
call our update line at 905-527-1158, ext. 404; cancellation
messages will be posted by 1 p.m.
WILD MUSIC EXHIBIT AT ROYAL BOTANICAL
GARDENS
January 29 to April 10, 2011
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Camilla and Peter Dalglish Atrium,
RBG Centre
Long before the advent of iTunes, the musical instinct ran
deep. Whales compose, bullfrogs chorus, songbirds greet
the dawn, and people everywhere sing and dance.
Wild Music is a 4000 square-foot exhibit that explores the
biological origins of music through highly interactive
exhibits and exceptional sound experiences.

SEEDY SATURDAY
Saturday, February 26
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Nature Centre.
Members: $3; Non-members: $5
Swap or buy seeds, participate in a workshop or take part
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Birders’ Hamilton Study Area Life List Totals 2010 Update
by Rob Dobos

This is an update to the list of Hamilton area birders’ Hamilton Study Area (HSA) bird life list totals current up
to December 31, 2010. This summary was last printed at the end of 2006 (see Wood Duck 60(6): 122). There
have been a number of good rarities seen by many in the HSA over the past four years. As a result, some birders have made significant strides in their lists since the last summary. However, a few people did not submit
updated totals (marked by an “*”), and their totals from 2006 or earlier are listed. Only species included on the
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club’s “Hamilton Area Bird Checklist 2007” plus several valid additions since then are
included in these totals, in order for the numbers to be comparable. For reference, the HSA bird checklist (unofficially updated to the end of 2010) currently stands at 389 species. The threshold for reporting is 235 species.
John Olmsted
Bob Curry
George North
Jim Dowall
Rob Dobos
Kevin McLaughlin
Brian Wylie
Barb Charlton
Bill Lamond
Bob Westmore
Alan Wormington
Dave Don
Cheryl Edgecombe
Bob Stamp
Jim Heslop
Denys Gardiner *
Barry Jones
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351
350
340
339
338
337
333
331
329
324
323
321
321
319
318
317
317

Glenda Slessor
John Miles
Rob Waldhuber
Mark Jennings
Dennis Lewington
Gwen Lewington
George Naylor
George Bryant
John Keenleyside *
Barry Cherriere
Tom Crooks
Lois Evans
Alf Adamo
Hugh Currie
Jim Watt
Ken Williams
Bill Crins

316
315
315
314
312
312
311
308
307
306
305
304
301
297
294
293
290

Stuart Mackenzie
Jerry Chapple *
Jacob Bruxer
Angie Williams
Brandon Holden *
Wolfgang Luft
Matt Mills
Martin Daly
Robert Dawson

289
283
277
276
275
274
266
263
251

It is hoped that this list will be updated
every few years, but do not hesitate to
send me your list totals at the end of
each year if you wish to be included.
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Bird Study Group Meeting Summary – December 2010
Holiday Social, Marketplace and Quiz
by Michael Rowlands
The December 6th meeting of the
Bird Study Group (BSG) at the
Burlington Seniors’ Centre attracted
about 85 birders who participated in
our annual Christmas social, marketplace and quiz night.
Mark Peck, ornithologist at Toronto’s
Royal Ontario Museum (ROM), was
on hand for his annual pickup of
frozen birds collected by BSG members during the year under the Club’s
special permit. This year, Mark
reported that some of our specimens
would be going to research on wind
turbines near London, ON (for a study
of how predators remove birds killed
by the turbines), with some to galleries at the ROM, and others to the
Toronto
Region
Conservation
Authority for use in training students
how to prepare skins and skeletons for
display.
Mark also gave us an update on the
fate of an Ontario rarity sighted in
July in Kingston. A Yellow-nosed
Albatross—a bird possibly from
South Africa—was first found flying
over the parking lot of the Kingston
General Hospital on July 4th and was
later found on Wolfe Island in an emaciated condition on July 17th. “Alby”
was nursed back to better health at the
Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre in
Napanee for about a month, then
transferred to the care of a specialist
in Boston (so Alby could enjoy seawater and a proper diet), before end-
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ing up in Florida where he unfortunately had to be euthanized because of
serious leg problems. The silver lining
of this dark cloud is that the bird will
be sent to the ROM so that it may one
day be put on display for museum visitors to see.
The main event of the evening was a
mostly pictorial birding quiz coordinated by junior members Ezra and
Giovanni Campanelli. As they had
done last year, they assembled a series
of questions about birds that tested
novices and pros alike, but mostly
entertained everyone present.
A sampling of their questions: How
many birds species exist in the world?
(About 10,000) Which bird sounds
like a robin with a sore throat?
(Scarlet Tanager) What’s the largest
warbler in North America? (Yellowbreasted Chat) Which bird flies the
fastest on the level? (Spine-tailed
Swift) To get a perfect score you
needed a good general knowledge of
world birds, not just Canadian or
Ontario species, as well as some HNC
Bird Study Group history (Name four
birds that have been named “bird of
the year”).
Congratulatory gifts were given to a few
of the audience members who had the
highest scores (but had not won prizes in
previous quizzes) and to our two young
quiz maestros for putting together another stimulating quiz. Well done, lads!

After the refreshment break in which
we enjoyed some holiday “goodies”
and hot apple cider and did a little
shopping at a couple of craft tables set
up by various members, we reconvened to hear highlights of the
Hamilton Fall Bird Count delivered
by Cheryl Edgecombe. (For a full
report, see Bill Lamond’s article in the
December 2010 Wood Duck.)
The final meeting of the calendar
year finished with Frank Morley leading a sightings report in which people
were asked to describe their birding
highlights of the year 2010. It’s at
times like this that we appreciate the
diversity of the birding experiences of
our members – some had local sightings while others had tales of birds
they had seen on journeys to faraway
places like Ireland, the Netherlands,
Cape Breton Island, Newfoundland
and South Carolina. Sharing these stories was a good way to end the year
and our evening!
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Shrubby False Indigo in Hamilton
by George Bryant

The south shore of Lake Ontario forms
a gentle curve from Burlington at the
west to the Niagara River. Two headlands projecting north break this curve:
Port Dalhousie at the mouth of the
Welland Canal and Fifty Point near
Grimsby.
For a birdwatcher, a stroll along the

beach at Fifty Point Conservation Area
can be brilliant—seabirds in one view
and landbirds on the other. On certain
days in spring and fall, the woodlot at
the base of Fifty Point is jumping with
migrant birds—trapped between the
lake to the north and fields on the
south. The point is one of my favourite
birding spots in Hamilton—over the
decades I have spent many
pleasant hours scoping
the lake for gannets and
jaegers or tramping the
woods and fields for warblers and sparrows.
As an amateur botanist, I
also keep an eye on the
plants—the shores of our
Great Lakes host several
unusual plant species.
Last fall as I walked
along Fifty Point I discovered that one of my
favourite plants had just
established a beachhold
in the Hamilton area.

Shrubby False Indigo
(Amorpha fruticosa L.)
probably looks most like
Black Locust (Robinia
psuedoacacia), another
legume, but locust flowers form fragrant white
drooping
racemes,
whereas Shrubby False
Shrubby False Indigo - October 16, 2010, Fifty Point Beach. Indigo produces spikes of
Photo: George Bryant purple florets with pro-
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truding yellow stamens. When the
flowers die, a distinctive brown spike
persists. It is an attractive plant, and is
sometimes planted in gardens. To confuse matters, when not in flower the
compound leaves look just like those
of Black Locust which also has a substantial presence on the Fifty Point
beach.
Shrubby False Indigo is an intriguing
plant—it is a shrub (i.e. with several
stems at the base) but was not included
in the delightful Shrubs of Ontario
(1982) by Soper and Heimburger. Thus
many field botanists like me were not
familiar with it. The Ontario Plant List
(OPL) of 1998 categorized the plant as
S1—native and extremely rare with
fewer than five locations.
Shrubby False Indigo is widespread in
the U.S., south and west of Ontario
where its preferred habitat is moist
woods and stream banks. Unlike most
native plants which keep pretty much
to their original range, this species has
spread dramatically in the past few
years since the OPL was published.
Thus, in botanical terms, it is native,
adventive and even invasive.
To my mind, the most unusual aspect
of this plant is its apparent method of
seed transport. I became familiar with
the plant only a few years ago when I
was shown to me near the tip of Point
Pelee and along the Detroit River.
Since then, I have discovered it grow-
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ing at Bluffer’s Point at the base of
the Scarborough Bluffs. I learned that
it had just been found growing in
abundance at the mouth of Duffins
Creek and Frenchman’s Bay, east of
Toronto.
What all of these sites have in common is that they are on the shores of
the Great Lakes. So Shrubby False
Indigo spreads mainly by the conveyance of seeds (contained in a
legume pod) on the surface of lake
water. There are a few other plants
that spread in this fashion; Coconut
Palm is the best example!
In view of the spread of this species,
we can expect it to show up anywhere
along the Lake Ontario shores—
indeed, Burlington Canal seems an
ideal place for it to materialize, if it is
not there already.
In the meantime, I recommend you
take a stroll along Fifty Point beach.
As well as Snow Buntings and Purple
Sandpipers, you should see a oncerare plant now thriving in the
Hamilton area.
Banff Mountain Film Festival
Ignite your passion for adventure,
action and travel! The Banff
Mountain Film Festival World Tour
will exhilarate you with amazing bigscreen stories when it comes to Sir
John A Macdonald High School at
7:30 PM on Tuesday 8 February
2011. Journey to exotic locations,
paddle the wildest waters and climb
the highest peaks. Get your tickets
today and be taken away to the most
captivating places on earth. For ticket information call 905-628-2929 or
visit www.adventureattic.ca
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Thank You For Your Donations to the
Habitat Preservation Endowment Fund!
Special thanks to the HNC donors, led
by long-time member Bob Crockford,
who have contributed more than
$20,000 to the Habitat Preservation
Endowment Fund! (For updated information on matching funding, please
see below***).
Fifty years ago this year the Club had
the foresight to protect the Spooky
Hollow Nature Sanctuary. Since that
time the Sanctuary Land Trust
Committee has worked hard to steward the land by building and maintaining trails, conducting inventories,
managing invasive species and working to convert the pine plantation into
its historic oak savanna habitat. Over
the years four more nature sanctuaries
have been acquired, with more on the
way. The Club works hard to meet the
stewardship needs of each nature sanctuary and depends on the income
received from the Habitat Preservation
Endowment Fund to do this work. By
continuing to build the Fund, the Club
is better able to care for the nature
sanctuaries.
If you are interested in contributing to
the Habitat Preservation Endowment
Fund, or if you would like more details
about upcoming stewardship projects,
please contact Jen Baker at 905-5243339 or land@hamiltonnature.org.

***A message from the President:
I am embarrassed to tell you that
there was some miscommunication
regarding matching funding for the
Habitat Preservation Endowment
Fund. The matching funding that we
were hoping to get from the Ontario
Land Trust Alliance (OLTA) and
Community Foundations of Canada
(CFC) has not yet been secured. There
is an excellent chance that it will be
matched, or that we will receive a lesser percentage of matching than the
one-for-one that we had anticipated. I
apologize to those who may only have
contributed because of the supposed
matching funding that I championed at
the October, November and December
Club meetings. Now as I said, we are
hoping to get the matching funding but
we do not know at this time. If any of
you have felt misled and have real
concerns about this, I would very
much like you to contact me by phone
(519-756-9546) or by e-mail bill-lamond@hotmail.com. We are very concerned about our Club’s reputation in
regards to fundraising and our property acquisitions. We will return donated funds if a member so chooses.
However, this has to be done soon as a
tax receipt for the donation will soon
have to be issued.
Bill Lamond
President
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
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Dragon’s Den
Arrow Clubtail in Waterworks Park-Part 2
by Bill Lamond
Last month I related my first ever Arrow
Clubtail (Stylurus spiniceps) that I saw
in Waterworks Park, an urban natural
area along the Grand River right within
the City of Brantford. I thought I must
have been very lucky to see one.
However, again in Waterworks Park, I
saw another female Arrow Clubtail on 18
September, 2010. I was with Kevin
McLaughlin while we were on an outing
looking for dragonflies and butterflies.
We did in fact have this species on our
minds as I had shown Kevin the excellent
flower-filled field where I had seen the
Arrow Clubtail on Labour Day. It is an
excellent field for butterflies and cruising
dragonflies and we saw several Green
Darners, a few Black Saddlebags and one
or two Wandering Gliders. The field was
good for butterflies too and we saw one
Snout Butterfly, a few Common
Buckeyes and a few Wild Indigo
Duskywings. The weather was “iffy” for
insects as it was rather cool but passable
when the sun was out.
After scouring this field, we decided to
walk the top of the flood-control dike that
traverses the park. The sides of the dike
can be excellent for butterflies with its
abundance of wildflowers. However the
Grand River Conservation Authority was
in the process of cutting the vegetation on
both sides of the dike with a tractor lawnmower, essentially turning it into a long,
angled sinuous lawn through the park and
beyond. This cutting obviously destroys
the habitat for butterflies and other insects
such as bees, wasps and flies that use the
flowers not to mention the extreme damage to rare to uncommon plant species
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such as Field Thistle and Stiff Goldenrod
(more on this in a later article).

was easier to catch then I suspected. Once
in the hand, we proceeded to get a closeup look and I took a few macro photographs. It was very exciting moment for
both of us for sure to have this beast in the
hand. Soon after, we released the clubtail,
wishing it well in its destiny to lay more
eggs in the Grand River.

We were not seeing any flying dragonflies as it was too cool although we were
flushing a few “blue darners” from the
base of the dike in the remaining long
grass, none of which we were able to ID
to species. Anyways, we were soon both
back up on top of the dike when we It is interesting to speculate on how many
flushed a dragon that must have been Arrow Clubtails were in Waterworks
resting in the short grass along the top of Park last fall considering that I flushed
the dike. It flew in front of us slowly, then two females the last two times that I was
looped around and flew right at us. It was there. This species is generally rare
almost at “slow motion” speed as the throughout its Ontario range but it seems
dragonfly kept getting closer and closer that the Grand River, especially in
to us and then it finally landed on my left Brantford, is the place to see this species in
bicep. This detail is important as my net the Hamilton Study Area.
was in my right hand. As the dragon flew
I suspected it might be an Arrow Clubtail
due to the size
and dark colour,
and after it landed
on my bicep, I
could plainly see
that it was an
Arrow Clubtail. I
yelled “nonchalantly” to Kevin
that it was an
Arrow Clubtail, a
species new for
him. We looked at
the dragonfly for a
brief time, and
when its wings
started to vibrate, I
knew it was time
to net it, which I
did. Considering
Photo: Bill Lamond
where it was, it Arrow Clubtail, September 18, 2010.
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SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE HNC BOARD MEETING
DECEMBER 9, 2010

Items Discussed:
Update on the Deer Management Advisory
Committee:
The HNC has a representative on a committee formed
to advise the Hamilton Conservation Authority on
deer management. Neighbours of Iroquoia Heights
and the public will be asked to fill out a questionnaire
by the committee. Recommendations are expected in
late spring or early summer.
St. Joseph’s Villa Development:
The OMB hearing on this proposed Dundas development is scheduled for February 11. HNC has submitted a participant’s statement in opposition.
Policy guidelines regarding privacy and forwarding of e-mails:
The Board is continuing to evaluate proposals for a
policy or guideline statement on this matter.

Bike Path through Chedoke Golf Course:
The HNC has presented its objections, especially concerning the cutting of trees.
Free Student Memberships:
The Free Student Membership Committee is working
on this idea as a means to attract more students to
take an interest in our Club and our work.
Tiffany Creek Headwaters Environmentally
Sensitive Area:
At City of Hamilton Planning Committee, HNC
objected to having 8 acres carved off an ESA for a
housing development. Treating an ESA in this manner sets an unfortunate precedent.
Head-of-the-Lake Land Trust:
The Land Trust now has its own web site.

Annual Audit Costs:
Although they are up 10% from last year, the auditor
is doing more work for us. Having audited financial
Joint Travel Program with Quest Nature Tours:
The idea of joining with Quest to promote group tours statements is very valuable when applying for grants.
for HNC members does not fit with our non-commerMotions Passed:
cial nature. We are not pursuing it.
•Motion approving the Minutes of the HNC Board
Meeting, dated Nov. 4, 2010 was passed unanimously.
New Hamilton Natural Areas Inventory:
A partial inventory program is underway but a lack of
funding has caused some work to be delayed. We are •Motion approving the Minutes of the HNC Annual
General Meeting, dated October 18, 2010 was passed
pursuing funding.
unanimously.
Niagara to GTA Corridor:
HNC has sent a draft resolution to ON Nature for
presentation in opposition to this highway through
our region.
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Noteworthy Bird Records – September 2010
by Rob Dobos

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2010 to September 30: 264. Underlined species or dates require documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records
Committee. For species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights are listed. Note
that the species order follows the most recent American Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements.
Observers: Stephanie Alvarenga (SA), Jennifer Bock (JBo), Jacob Bruxer (JBr), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh),
Robert Curry (RC), Martin Daly (MD), Sandy Darling (SD), Rob Dobos (RD), Dave R. Don (DD), Dave K. Donn (DKD), Eileen
Dotson (ED), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Joanne Ernst (JE), Denise Fell (DF), Nancy Furber (NF), Jean Hampson (JHa), Bob
Highcock (BHi), Brandon Holden (BH), Eric Holden (EH), Jean Iron (JI), Mark Jennings (MJ), Andreas Jonsson (AJ), Aaron
Keating (AKe), Melissa Keating (MKe), Bill Lamond (BL), Sarah Lamond (SL), Rick Ludkin (RL), Kevin McLaughlin (KM),
Peter McParland (PMP), Matt Mills (MM), Joe Minor (JMi), Bill Morden (BMo), Tim Morrison (TMo), Don Perks (DP), Pete
Read (PR), Elaine Serena (ES), Jan Simpson (JSi), Glenda Slessor (GS), Paul Smith (PS), Tom Thomas (TT), Phil Waggett
(PWg), Chip Weseloh (CWe), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Brian Wylie (BW), many observers (m.obs.).
Legend:
*
- first occurrence for the year
F
- first occurrence for the
migration
L
- last occurrence for the
migration
HSA - Hamilton Study Area
terr. - territorial bird
SM
- singing male

Plumages, etc.:
m.
f.
ad.
ba.
alt.
imm.
juv.
1st yr.
-

male
female
adult
basic
alternate
immature
juvenile
first year

Wood Duck: Seven at Mercers Glen [HM] Sep 3 (RD,MM).
American Wigeon: 16 at Dundas Marsh [HM] Sep 18
(RD,JBr); 20 past Van Wagners Beach [HM] Sep 23
(RD,CE,BCh); 20 at Dundas Hydro Pond [HM] Sep 25
(JBr).
Blue-winged Teal: Six at Windermere Basin [HM] Sep 5
(RD,MM), and four there Sep 27 (AJ); four at Dundas Marsh
Sep 18-27 (RD,JBr; CE,DD).
Northern Shoveler: 50 at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,JBr);
84 at Tollgate Pond [HM] (RD) and 18 at Windermere Basin
(AJ) Sep 27.
Northern Pintail: Five at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,JBr);
24 over St. Augustines Cemetery, Dundas [HM] Sep 19 and
19 there Sep 23 (MM); 60 past Van Wagners Beach Sep 23
(RD,CE,BCh).
Green-winged Teal: 13 past Van Wagners Beach Sep 3
(RD,BC,MM), and 35 there Sep 23 (CE,RD,BCh); 10 at
Valley Inn [HL] Sep 4 (RD et al.); 62 at Windermere Basin
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Counties/Regions/Cities:
Brant
[BR]
Haldimand
[HD]
Halton
[HL]
Hamilton
[HM]
Niagara
[NG]
Peel
[PL]
Waterloo
[WT]
Wellington
[WL]

Sep 5 (RD,DD); 110 at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,JBr).
Redhead: One f. on Hamilton Harbour off LaSalle Marina
[HM] Sep 12 (RD,CE).
Ring-necked Duck: One m. at Windermere Basin Sep 4-27
(RD et al.; AJ).
Greater Scaup: Six off Van Wagners Beach Sep 17 (RD et al.).
Lesser Scaup: 25 past Van Wagners Beach (RD et al.) and
40 at Windermere Basin (AJ) Sep 27.
Surf Scoter: Eight past Van Wagners Beach Sep 27 F (RD et al.).
White-winged Scoter: Birds past Van Wagners Beach: 11
–Sep 17 (RD et al.), 13 –Sep 23 (CE), 23 –Sep 27 (RD et al.).
Long-tailed Duck: One off Van Wagners Beach Sep 4 (RD
et al.), and 15 there Sep 11 (RD et al.).
Bufflehead: Two f. at Windermere Basin Sep 1-3 (KM;
RD,MM).
Hooded Merganser: Two off LaSalle Marina Sep 1-12
(KM; RD,CE); one f. at Valley Inn Sep 15 (MM,SA).
Common Merganser: Two off LaSalle Marina Sep 12
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(RD,CE).
Red-breasted Merganser: One past Van Wagners Beach
Sep 3 F (RD,BC,MM).
Ruddy Duck: Five at Windermere Basin Sep 1 (KM), and
50 there Sep 27 (AJ).
Ring-necked Pheasant#: One m. at Middletown Rd & Conc
5 [HM] Sep 6 (BC).
Ruffed Grouse#: One Westover Rd N of Conc 8 [HM] Sep
1-21 (PS).
Wild Turkey: One ad. + two juv. at Rail Trail W of Hwy 52
[HM] Sep 17 (DKD); one f. + 11 juv. at Westover Rd N of
Conc 8 Sep 21 (PS).
Common Loon: Birds over St. Augustines Cemetery: 2
–Sep 5, 2 –Sep 14, 2 –Sep 29 (MM); three past Van Wagners
Beach Sep 19 (RD et al.).
Pied-billed Grebe: One juv. at Windermere Basin Sep 1-18
(KM; m.obs.); one at Onondaga Farms [BR] Sep 10 (TT);
two at Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HM] Sep 12 and one there
Sep 23 (RD); two off LaSalle Marina Sep 12 (RD,CE); three
juv. at Clappison’s Corners Wetland [HM] Sep 30 (TT).
Red-necked Grebe: 12 off Shoreacres [HL] Sep 2 (RD,CE);
98 off Rattray Marsh [PL] Sep 10 (CE); one past Van
Wagners Beach Sep 17 (RD et al.), and one there Sep 23
(CE et al.).
Double-crested Cormorant: 72 over St. Augustines
Cemetery Sep 7 (MM); 11 at Grand River at Wilkes Dam,
Brantford [BR] Sep 19 (BL).
Great Blue Heron: 15 at Dundas Marsh Sep 27 (CE,DD).
Great Egret#: Birds at Red Hill Expressway & QEW
Stormwater Pond [HM]: 1 –Sep 4 (CE), 2 –Sep 5 (RD et al.),
3 –Sep 20 (CE); birds at Valley Inn: 2 –Sep 4 (RD et al.), 4
–Sep 12 (RD,CE,DD), 8 –Sep 19 (DD), 9 –Sep 27 (ES et
al.); five at Rattray Marsh Sep 10 (CE); one at Onondaga
Farms Sep 10 (TT); 19 leaving a roost below Woodland
Cemetery [HM] Sep 11 (CWe); three at Van Wagners Ponds
[HM] Sep 11 (RD,BC), and one there Sep 18 (CE,JE); birds
at Dundas Marsh: 12 –Sep 12 (JBr), 15 –Sep 13 (DKD), 13
–Sep 27 (CE,DD); one at Bronte Marsh [HL] Sep 15-30
(MJ); two at Credit River N of CN Rail Line [PL] Sep 17
(RD,DF).
Green Heron: One at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 11-18
(RD,BC; CE); one at Middletown Marsh [HM] Sep 18-29 (BC).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: 15 at Dundas Marsh Sep 12
(JBr), and three there Sep 27 (CE,DD).
Turkey Vulture: 40 over Ruthven Park, Cayuga [HD] Sep
15 (RL); 56 over Cootes Paradise [HM] Sep 26
(MM,AKe,MKe).
Osprey: Eight over St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 10
(MM,SA); five over W End of Harbour [HM] Sep 12
(MM,AKe); four at Ruthven Park Sep 15 (RL); two past Van
Wagners Beach Sep 27 (RD et al.).
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Bald Eagle#: Birds at W End of Harbour: 1juv. –Sep 3
(RD,MM), 1ad. + 1 2nd yr. + 1juv. –Sep 4 (RD et al.), 2ad. +

1imm. –Sep 8 (MJ), 18 –Sep 12 (MM,AKe); two ad. at
Ruthven Park Sep 4-25 (RL); six over St. Augustines
Cemetery Sep 10 (MM); one 3rd yr. at Dundas Marsh Sep 27

(CE,DD).
Northern Harrier: One at Rattray Marsh Sep 10 F (CE);
three over W End of Harbour Sep 12 (MM); three over St.
Augustines Cemetery Sep 26 (MM).
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Birds over St. Augustines Cemetery:
45 –Sep 10 (MM,SA), 59 –Sep 14 (MM,SA), 25 –Sep 26
(MM); 96 over W End of Harbour Sep 12 (MM,AKe); 42
over Aurora Cres, Burlington [HL] Sep 12 and 82 there Sep
13 (CE).
Broad-winged Hawk: 137 over W End of Harbour Sep 12
(MM,AKe), and 267 there Sep 15 (MM,SA); 22 over Aurora
Cres, Burlington Sep 13 and 119 there Sep 14 (CE); 25 over
N Shore of Cootes Paradise [HM] Sep 13 (DKD); birds over
St. Augustines Cemetery: 180 –Sep 14 (MM,SA), 48 –Sep
19 (MM), 39 –Sep 26 (MM,AKe); 20 at Ruthven Park Sep 15
(RL).
American Kestrel: Seven past Woodland Cemetery Sep 8
(MJ); 16 over St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 9 (MM,SA), and
11 there Sep 10 (MM,SA); 20 over Aurora Cres, Burlington
Sep 13 (CE).
Merlin#: One m. + one f. at St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 126 (MM), plus one migrant there Sep 14 (MM,SA); one at
Rattray Marsh Sep 10 (CE); one at Courtcliffe Park [HM]
Sep 10 (TT); one at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 11 (RD,BC);
one off Van Wagners Beach Sep 11 (RD et al.), and one there
Sep 29 (RD,DD); two at Dundas Marsh Sep 12 (JBr), and
singles there Sep 18 (RD,JBr) and Sep 25 (JBr); one at
Ruthven Park Sep 15 (RL); a pair at Grand River at Lorne
Bridge, Brantford [BR] Sep 18 (BL,KM); one at Eramosa
Karst C.A. [HM] Sep 20 (JMi).
Peregrine Falcon#: Birds over St. Augustines Cemetery: 2
–Sep 9 (MM,SA), 1 –Sep 17 (MM), 1 –Sep 26 (MM); one at
Ruthven Park Sep 11 (RL); one at W End of Harbour Sep 15
(MM,SA); one juv. off Van Wagners Beach Sep 23 (CE et
al.), and one there Sep 27-28 (RD et al.); one at Dundas
Marsh Sep 25 (JBr); two at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Sep
26 (MM,AKe,MKe); one juv. at Great Lakes & Rebecca
Stormwater Pond [HL] Sep 30 (MJ).
Virginia Rail#: One at Dundas Marsh Sep 12 (JBr).
American Coot: One at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 F (RD,JBr).
Sandhill Crane#: One at Hardy Rd, Brantford [BR] Sep 2
(BL,KM); two S of Cambridge [WT] Sep 2 (TMo).
Black-bellied Plover: Birds at Dundas Marsh: 1ad. + 1juv.
–Sep 12 F (JBr), 1juv. –Sep 18 (RD,JBr), 2juv. –Sep 25 (JBr).
American Golden-Plover#: Two past Van Wagners Beach
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and three past Fifty Point C.A. [HM/NG] Sep 3 *
(RD,BC,MM); 11 past Van Wagners Beach Sep 4 (RD et
al.); two juv. at Windermere Basin Sep 14 (RD,JBr).
Semipalmated Plover: Four at Red Hill Expressway &
QEW Stormwater Pond Sep 1 (KM); seven at Windermere
Basin Sep 3-10 (RD,MM; CE,DD); six at Dundas Marsh Sep
18 (RD,JBr), and four there Sep 25 (JBr).
Spotted Sandpiper: Three at Dundas Marsh Sep 13 (DKD).
Solitary Sandpiper: Eight at Monaghan Mushroom Farm,
Guelph Line [HL] Sep 4 (CE).
Greater Yellowlegs: Seven past St. Augustines Cemetery
Sep 7 (MM); three at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,JBr).
Willet#: One at Dundas Marsh Sep 17 L (BW).
Lesser Yellowlegs: 30 at Windermere Basin Sep 3
(RD,MM); birds at Dundas Marsh: 70 –Sep 18 (RD,JBr), 60
–Sep 25 (JBr), 56 –Sep 27 (CE,DD); 12 at Valley Inn Sep 12
(RD,CE,DD).
Upland Sandpiper#: One calling at night over Brantford
Sep 14 L (BL).
Hudsonian Godwit#: One at Red Hill Expressway & QEW
Stormwater Pond Sep 30 * (PMP; m.obs.).
Ruddy Turnstone: One juv. at NE Shore of Harbour Sep 1
(KM); one past Van Wagners Beach Sep 11 (RD et al.), and
one juv. there Sep 27-28 (RD et al.).
Sanderling: One at Bronte Harbour Sep 23-24 (MJ); nine at
Van Wagners Beach Sep 23 (CE), and six there Sep 27 (RD
et al.).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: 20 at Red Hill Expressway &
QEW Stormwater Pond Sep 4 (CE); 15 at Windermere Basin
Sep 14 (RD,JBr).
Least Sandpiper: 35 at Windermere Basin Sep 5 (RD,DD);
25 at Valley Inn Sep 12 (RD,CE,DD).
White-rumped Sandpiper#: Two ad. at Windermere Basin
Sep 5 F (RD,DD), and one there Sep 18 (CE,JE).
Baird’s Sandpiper#: One juv. at Red Hill Expressway &
QEW Stormwater Pond Sep 1 (KM), and one there Sep 13
(CE); one at Rattray Marsh Sep 10 (CE); birds at
Windermere Basin: 1 Sep 3 (RD,MM), 2 –Sep 4 (RD,DD), 4
–Sep 5 (RD,DD), 1 –Sep 13 (CE,DD).
Pectoral Sandpiper: Nine at Red Hill Expressway & QEW
Stormwater Pond Sep 4 (CE); five at Dundas Marsh Sep 25 (JBr).
Dunlin: One at Windermere Basin Sep 13F-14 (DD,CE;
RD,JBr); three at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,JBr).
Stilt Sandpiper: Birds at Red Hill Expressway & QEW
Stormwater Pond: 1juv. –Sep 1 (KM), 8juv. –Sep 5 (RD et
al.), 3 –Sep 20 (CE); one juv. at Valley Inn Sep 12
(RD,CE,DD); one juv. at Dundas Marsh Sep 25 (JBr).
Buff-breasted Sandpiper#: One at Miles Rd S of Airport
Rd [HM] Sep 2 (CE; RD), and six there Sep 6 L (JBr).
Short-billed Dowitcher: One juv. at Red Hill Expressway &
QEW Stormwater Pond Sep 1-13 (KM; CE), and two there

Sep 5 (RD et al.); one juv. at Windermere Basin Sep 5
(RD,DD), and two there Sep 13 (CE,DD).
Long-billed Dowitcher#: One juv. at Dundas Marsh Sep 18
F (RD,JBr); one juv. at Red Hill Expressway & QEW
Stormwater Pond Sep 30 (CE; m.obs.).
Wilson’s Phalarope#: One ba. at Windermere Basin Sep 5 L
(RD,DD).
Red-necked Phalarope#: One juv. at Dundas Marsh Sep 25
(JBr); six off Van Wagners Beach Sep 30 (BH,JBo).
Laughing Gull#: One ad. at Van Wagners Beach Sep 28*-29
(BCh; m.obs.).
Bonaparte’s Gull: Six past St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 6
(MM); three 1st alt. at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,JBr), and

two there Sep 25 (JBr); two off Van Wagners Beach Sep 27
(RD et al.).
Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One ad. off Van Wagners
Beach Sep 11 (BH,EH), and one juv. there Sep 27 (RD et
al.); one juv. off Green Rd Sep 28 (RD,DD).
Sabine’s Gull#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 2juv. –Sep 11
* (BCh et al.), 33 –Sep 17 (RD et al.) provided a record high
count for the HSA, 1ad. + 15 juv. –Sep 19 (BH et al.), 9juv.
–Sep 26 (BCh et al.), 1 –Sep 30 (BH,JBo).
Caspian Tern: 23 at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,JBr), and
two there Sep 26 (MM,AKe,MKe); one off Van Wagners
Beach Sep 27 (RD et al.).
Black Tern#: Two off Van Wagners Beach Sep 11 L (DD).
Common Tern: 30 off Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC,MM) and
80 past L.P. Sayers Park [HM] (RD,MM) Sep 3; 22 off Van
Wagners Beach Sep 18 (CE et al.), and 28 there Sep 19 (RD
et al.).
Parasitic Jaeger#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 20 –Sep
11 (BCh et al.), 2ad. –Sep 16 (DP et al.), 3 –Sep 19 (RD et
al.), 4 –Sep 23 (CE), 3ad. + 3juv –Sep 27 (RD et al.), 1ad. +
3juv. –Sep 30 (BH,JBo).
Jaeger species#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 1 –Sep 3
(RD,BC,MM), 1 –Sep 11 (RD et al.), 5 –Sep 17 (RD et al.),
3 –Sep 19 (RD et al.), 5 –Sep 23 (CE), 12 –Sep 26 (BCh et
al.), 8 –Sep 27 (RD et al.).
Long-tailed Jaeger#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach: 2ad. +
3juv. –Sep 11 (BH et al.), 1ad. –Sep 16 (DP et al.), 2subad.
–Sep 17-21 (BCh et al.), 1juv. –Sep 19-20 (BH et al.), 1ad.
–Sep 21 (PR et al.), 1 –Sep 23 (CE et al.).
Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: Birds at Ruthven Park: 1 –Sep 10, 1
–Sep 16, 1 –Sep 20 L (RL).
Black-billed Cuckoo#: Birds at Ruthven Park: 2 –Sep 10, 1
–Sep 13-14, 2 –Sep 20, 1 –Sep 30 L (RL); one at St.
Augustines Cemetery Sep 14 (MM).
Common Nighthawk: Birds over Aurora Cres, Burlington:
29 –Sep 7, 8 –Sep 12, 4 –Sep 22 (CE); 13 over Carolina
Park, Brantford [BR] Sep 15 (SL); 28 over Rail Trail W of
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Hwy 52 Sep 17 (DKD); 11 over Verhoeven Rd, Burlington
[HL] Sep 18 (DD); 10 over Sunrise Cres, Dundas [HM] Sep
18 (RD); eight over St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 19 (MM);
25 over Grand River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford [BR] Sep 19
(BL); four over Downtown Burlington [HL] Sep 26 (JSi).
Chimney Swift: 15 at King St, Dundas [HM] Sep 4 (RD);
birds past Woodland Cemetery: 40 –Sep 8 (MJ), 60 –Sep 10
(MJ), 37 –Sep 12 (RD); 33 past St. Augustines Cemetery Sep
10 (MM,SA), and one there Sep 25 L (MM); 23 at Dundas
Marsh Sep 18 (RD,JBr).
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: 92 past Woodland Cemetery
Sep 8 and 11 there Sep 10 (MJ); seven at North Waterdown
Wetland Trails Sep 18 (CE,JE); one at Overfield Dr, Dundas
[HM] Sep 27 (MD).
Red-headed Woodpecker#: One ad. + one juv. at Sawmill
Rd E of Carluke Rd [HM] Sep 26 (RC,GS).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at Ruthven Park Sep 15 F (RL).
Northern Flicker: 13 at S Shore of Cootes Paradise [HM]
Sep 27 (MD).
Olive-sided Flycatcher#: One at Shell Park [HL] Sep 6 (RD
et al.); one at Rock Chapel [HM] Sep 8 (SD); one at
Onondaga Farms Sep 11 L (TT et al.).
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Six at Ruthven Park Sep 6 and one
there Sep 27 L (RL).
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Ruthven Park Sep 29 L
(RL).
“Traill’s” Flycatcher: One at Ruthven Park Sep 29 L (RL).
Least Flycatcher: One dead on burdock at Van Wagners
Ponds Sep 11 (RD,BC); one at North Waterdown Wetland
Trails (TT) and one at Ruthven Park (RL) Sep 16 L.
Eastern Phoebe: One at Confederation Park [HM] Sep 15 F
(RD,CE).
Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Van Wagners Ponds Sep
18 L (BHi,JHa).
Eastern Kingbird: Three at Windermere Basin Sep 5
(RD,DD); one at York Rd, Dundas [HM] Sep 6 (RD); one
past St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 8 (MM); two past
Woodland Cemetery Sep 10 L (MJ).
Yellow-throated Vireo#: Two at Ruthven Park Sep 2 and
one there Sep 21 (RL); one at North Waterdown Wetland
Trails Sep 6 (ED); one m. at Shell Park Sep 6 (RD et al.).
Blue-headed Vireo: One at Kerncliff Park, Burlington [HL]
Sep 8 F (BMo).
Warbling Vireo: Five at Shell Park Sep 6 (RD et al.); one at
Ruthven Park Sep 19 L (RL).
Philadelphia Vireo: Three at Shell Park Sep 6 (RD et al.);
four at Ruthven Park Sep 7 and one there Sep 29 L (RL).
Red-eyed Vireo: 10 at Woodland Cemetery Sep 4 (RD et
al.); 12 at St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 5 (MM); 15 at Shell
Park Sep 6 (RD et al.); seven at Shoreacres Sep 11 (CE,DD).
Blue Jay: 162 past St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 26 (MM).
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Common Raven#: One at Courtcliffe Park Sep 10 (TT); one
at Middletown Marsh Sep 20-21 (BC).
Purple Martin#: One at Fifty Point C.A. Sep 3
(RD,BC,MM); three past Woodland Cemetery Sep 8 (MJ);
one past St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 8 (MM), and two
there Sep 9 (MM,SA); one at Clappison’s Corners [HM] Sep
12 L (MM,AKe).
Tree Swallow: Five at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,JBr).
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Two past Woodland
Cemetery Sep 8 (MJ).
Bank Swallow: One at Valley Inn and four at Van Wagners
Beach Sep 4 (RD et al.); two at Windermere Basin Sep 5 L
(RD,DD).
Cliff Swallow: 18 past Van Wagners Beach Sep 4 (RD et
al.); six at Windermere Basin Sep 5 (RD,DD); 19 past
Woodland Cemetery Sep 8 (MJ); four past St. Augustines
Cemetery Sep 9 (MM).
Barn Swallow: 15 at Windermere Basin Sep 5 (RD,DD); 23
past Woodland Cemetery Sep 8 (MJ); three at Dundas Marsh
Sep 18 (RD,JBr).
Tufted Titmouse#: Two at Ruthven Park Sep 1-30 and four
there Sep 12 (RL).
Brown Creeper: One at Woodland Cemetery Sep 4 F (RD et
al.).
Winter Wren: One at Shoreacres Sep 22 F (CE).
Marsh Wren#: Two at Dundas Marsh Sep 12 (JBr), and one
there Sep 27 (CE,DD); two at Great Lakes & Rebecca
Stormwater Pond Sep 30 (MJ).
Golden-crowned Kinglet: One at North Waterdown
Wetland Trails Sep 16 F (TT); 13 at Ruthven Park Sep 26
(RL).
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Two at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 11
F (RD,BC).
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Three at Shell Park Sep 6 (RD et
al.); one at Woodland Cemetery Sep 10 L (MJ).
Veery: One at Ruthven Park Sep 2 F (RL); one at Tuck
Creek, Burlington [HL] Sep 6 (PWg).
Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Ruthven Park Sep 5 F and
four there Sep 29 (RL).
Swainson’s Thrush: Five at Shell Park Sep 6 (RD et al.); 11
at Ruthven Park Sep 10 (RL); four at Shoreacres Sep 11
(CE,DD).
Hermit Thrush: One at Ruthven Park Sep 27 F (RL).
Wood Thrush: One at Ruthven Park Sep 19 L (RL).
Northern Mockingbird: One at Brant Park, Brantford [BR]
Sep 19 (BL).
American Pipit: One past St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 17
F (MM); two at Dundas Marsh Sep 18 (RD,JBr).
Cedar Waxwing: 279 past Woodland Cemetery Sep 8 (MJ).
Blue-winged Warbler: Birds at Ruthven Park: 2 –Sep 2, 1
–Sep 3-7, 1 –Sep 8, 1 –Sep 19-21L (RL) provided a record
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late date for the HSA; one at Onondaga Farms Sep 10 (TT).
Tennessee Warbler: Five at Ruthven Park Sep 4 (RL); one
at Clappison’s Corners Sep 26 (MM,AKe).
Orange-crowned Warbler: One at Onondaga Farms Sep 10
F (TT); one at LaSalle Park Sep 12 (DD).
Nashville Warbler: Birds on Sep 6: 5 –Shoreacres (CE), 4
–Shell Park (RD et al.), 7 –Ruthven Park (RL).
Northern Parula: One at Woodland Cemetery Sep 10 F
(MJ); one at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 18 (CE,JE).
Yellow Warbler: One at Shell Park Sep 6 (RD et al.); one at
Shoreacres Sep 11 (CE,DD); one at LaSalle Park Sep 12 (DD).
Chestnut-sided Warbler: Eight at Shell Park Sep 6 (RD et
al.); eight at Ruthven Park Sep 8 and one there Sep 27 L (RL).
Magnolia Warbler: 24 at Ruthven Park (RL) and 12 at
Shell Park (RD et al.) Sep 6; one at Aurora Cres, Burlington
Sep 27 (CE).
Cape May Warbler: Four at Woodland Cemetery Sep 4
(RD et al.); one 1st ba. f. at Bronte Harbour Sep 20 (MJ).

Black-throated Blue Warbler: Five at Ruthven Park Sep 6
(RL).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Six at Dundas Marsh Sep 13 F
(DKD), and 30 there Sep 18 (RD,JBr); 10 at Bayfront Park
[HM] Sep 15 (MM,SA); 24 at St. Augustines Cemetery Sep
30 (MM).
Black-throated Green Warbler: One at Middletown Marsh
Sep 26 (RD,BC).
Blackburnian Warbler: Five at Woodland Cemetery Sep 4
(RD et al.); one at Ruthven Park Sep 29 L (RL).
Pine Warbler: One at St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 5 F
(MM); one at Tuck Creek, Burlington Sep 6 (PWg); one at
South Shell Waterfront Park, Bronte [HL] Sep 15 (MJ); two
at Aurora Cres, Burlington Sep 22 (CE).
Palm Warbler: Six at Dundas Marsh Sep 12 (JBr).
Bay-breasted Warbler: Three at Shell Park Sep 6 (RD et
al.); one at St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 23 L (MM).
Blackpoll Warbler: Birds at Ruthven Park: 10 –Sep 5, 11
–Sep 6, 10 –Sep 8, 11 –Sep 10, 11 –Sep 14, 14 –Sep 16, 21
–Sep 22 (RL).
Cerulean Warbler#: One f. at Woodland Cemetery Sep 4 L
(RD,BC).
Black-and-white Warbler: One SM at Westover Rd N of
Conc 8 Sep 1 (PS); one at Woodland Cemetery Sep 19 L (DD).
American Redstart: Eight at Shell Park Sep 6 (RD et al.);
three at Shoreacres Sep 22 (CE).
Ovenbird: One at Ruthven Park Sep 29 L (RL).
Northern Waterthrush: One at Ruthven Park Sep 22 L (RL).
Mourning Warbler#: Birds at Ruthven Park: 1 –Sep 5 F, 2
–Sep 6, 1 –Sep 9, 1 –Sep 10, 1 –Sep 13 L (RL).
Common Yellowthroat: Eight at North Waterdown Wetland
Trails Sep 18 (CE,JE).
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Hooded Warbler#: One m. at Edgelake Park Sep 3 (RD);
one f. at Middletown Marsh Sep 5 L (BC).
Wilson’s Warbler: Four at Shell Park (RD et al.) and six at
Ruthven Park (RL) Sep 6; one m. inside a commercial building in Brantford [BR] Sep 8 (DD); one at Confederation Park
Sep 26 (KWi,AWi).
Canada Warbler: One at Ruthven Park Sep 8 L (RL).
Scarlet Tanager: One at North Waterdown Wetland Trails
Sep 30 L (TT).
Chipping Sparrow: 13 at St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 8
(MM).
Field Sparrow: Three at Rail Trail W of Hwy 52 Sep 17
(DKD); four at Dundas Valley C.A. Sep 19 (RD).
Savannah Sparrow: Two at Fifty Point C.A. Sep 3 F
(RD,BC,MM).
Nelson’s Sparrow#: Four at Dundas Marsh Sep 27 *
(CE,DD).
Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Fifty Point C.A. Sep 3 F (MM);
three at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 11 (RD,BC).
White-throated Sparrow: Birds on Sep 11 F: 8 –Van
Wagners Ponds (RD,BC), 1 –Shoreacres (CE,DD), 2
–Ruthven Park (RL); 20 at Ruthven Park Sep 26 (RL); 24 at
Dundas Marsh Sep 27 (CE,DD).
White-crowned Sparrow: One at Ruthven Park Sep 23 F (NF).
Dark-eyed Junco: Birds on Sep 15 F: 2 –Bronte Marsh
(MJ), 1 –Ruthven Park (RL), 1 –Sunrise Cres, Dundas (RD).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Nine at Ruthven Park Sep 10
(RL); two at North Waterdown Wetland Trails and one at Van
Wagners Ponds Sep 18 (CE,JE); one at Shoreacres Sep 22 (CE).
Indigo Bunting: Two at Mercers Glen Sep 3 (RD,MM);
three at Woodland Cemetery Sep 12 (RD), and one there Sep
19 (RD et al.); two at Bronte Sep 30 (MJ).
Bobolink: Eight past Woodland Cemetery Sep 4 (RD et al.);
28 past St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 5 and one there Sep 7 L (MM).
Rusty Blackbird: Three at Woodland Cemetery Sep 23 F
(MJ); seven at Dundas Marsh Sep 25 (JBr).
Baltimore Oriole#: One at St. Augustines Cemetery Sep 17 (MM); four at Rail Trail W of Hwy 52 Sep 17 (DKD).
Purple Finch: Two at Ruthven Park Sep 11 (RL); four past
St. Augustines Cemetery (MM) and one f. at Aurora Cres,
Burlington (CE) Sep 26.
American Goldfinch: 580 past Woodland Cemetery Sep 8
(MJ).
Please send your bird records for Oct-Dec 2010 by Feb 10
to: Rob Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H 3S1;
ph: (905) 628-0297; e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca
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Permanent Wood Duck Editor Needed
by Jim Stollard

I thank our departing Wood Duck Editor, Tracey Conley, for
one and a half years of service, and our former editor, Kelly
Pike, for volunteering to serve as editor while we search for a
new one. We need a new permanent editor for our Club journal as soon as possible. I appeal to every HNC member to help
us in this search. If you have an interest in this position, or
know of someone who may be interested, we want to hear from
you.
This is an interesting and vital position which is responsible for
editing and doing layout for the Wood Duck journal for 9 issues
per year from September to May. While producing the
newsletter and participating in HNC Board Meetings, the editor has many opportunities to learn more about nature, our Club
and our community.
Wood Duck Editor Job Description

Directors of the Club and acts as board representative for the
Mailing Committee.
8. The Wood Duck Editor performs the layout work for the
Dates to Remember, and the Wednesday Night Hikes
brochures. The Field Events Director is responsible for providing the content of these two brochures.
The editor will need a computer with e-mail capability, MS
Word software and the ability to store and insert photographs
into a document. While the Wood Duck can be produced using
MS Word, possessing a desk top publishing program such as
MS Publisher or Quark Express and the skills to use it is a definite asset.
To seek further information about this position, to make a suggestion or to volunteer, please contact Past President Jim
Stollard at 905-634-3538 or at jjstollard@sympatico.ca.

1. To solicit material from the membership for the production
of nine volumes of the Wood Duck per year (most often done
through a group email to past contributors each month). Each
volume is typically 24 pages long.

A Note From the Editor
of This Issue of the Wood Duck

2. To edit contributed material for style, content, and length,
and lay it out for monthly publication, to the satisfaction of the
board. The editor may utilize the Publications Committee to
assist with the editing of material for the Wood Duck.

I wanted to add a personal message to our appeal for a
new Wood Duck editor, to let you know that the job is
not as daunting as it sounds! There are wonderful
writers that will send you articles each month. There
is an active Publications Committee that will edit articles for you. Your primary role will be to lay out the
edited articles and use your personal style to make it
look awesome! You’ll also get to attend Board
meetings and meet some pretty great people.

3. To deliver the Wood Duck pdf file to the printer each month,
and to negotiate with the printer on the Club's behalf re: questions of cost, etc.
4. To deliver the Wood Duck pdf file each month to the HNC
webmaster for posting on the HNC website.
5. To produce an annual budget in consultation with the
Treasurer.
6. To coordinate the Publications Committee, to represent the
Publications Committee on the board, to ensure that all Club
print material goes through the committee, and to distribute
material to the committee as required.
7. The Wood Duck Editor is a member of the Board of
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One of the other benefits of this position is that each
month you will see the tangible results of your efforts
when a new issue shows up at your door.
I will also be here to answer any questions you have.
There are always Club members
to help you along the way!
Kelly Pike
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The 2010 Hamilton Butterfly Count
by Bill Lamond

It was an ideal day weather-wise on
the 4th of July for the 2010 Hamilton
Butterfly Count (HBC). The daytime
high at the Hamilton Airport was
30.4 oC and the sky was essentially
cloudless. Perfect conditions for butterfly activity. However, this level of
heat is not particularly “ideal” for
humans, but the humidity at midafternoon was only 50% and this, coupled with moderate SW winds of 18
km/h, made for relatively comfortable
weather for the observers. Lighter
winds would have been preferable for
finding and following butterflies but
you can’t have everything. We’ve had
our share of lousy weather on butterfly counts so, as stated above, we’ll
put this count weather down as ideal.
I have decided to fix the date of the
butterfly count to the first Sunday in
July. It is possibly not an ideal time as
some species of skipper in “coolish”
years may not yet fully be on the
wing. But no date is perfect. Fixing it
later in July will make it much more
difficult to record several early
species that are often missed even in
early July such as Juvenal’s
Duskywing, Long Dash, and Silvery
Blue. In concert with Brenda Van
Ryswyk who organizes the Hamilton
Odonate Count (dragonflies and damselflies), we have decided to make the
first weekend in July as our “insect
weekend”. The dragonfly and damselfly (Odonata) count will be on
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Bronze Copper - Brantford, September 18, 2010.

Saturday followed by the butterfly
count on Sunday. Not ideal for some
of you but most people preferred to
have them on the same weekend.
This year’s butterfly count was fair to
good. We recorded 49 species which
is about average over the seven years
we have conducted this count. The
weather in the month preceding the
count was warmer than average and
this certainly resulted in much different totals for many species as compared to 2009. In the count totals listed below, I have listed some of the
2009 totals (in bold) to show examples of this, shown most obviously in
the number of European Skippers.
This skipper is usually the most common butterfly by a wide margin but in
2010 we recorded only 10% of the
2009 total. Also the Marsh Eyed

Photo: Bill Lamond

Brown total was just 20% of that in
2009. For both of these species the
likely explanation for the drop in
numbers is weather. Both of these
species very likely emerged much earlier in 2010 and were largely “spent”
by count day. This also applies to
other single-brooded species such as
Hobomok Skipper and Little Wood
Satyr. Additionally, this can be seen in
the first brood of species such as
Eastern Comma, Mourning Cloak,
Viceroy and Red-spotted Purple. On
the flip-side, the warm weather
caused some species to be more abundant as it brought the peak of that
species’ flight period into the count
window. This is exhibited by the
Common Wood Nymph and Tawnyedged Skipper (2nd brood).
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There are some oddities on this year’s
count that are not easily explained.
Where were the hairstreaks? In 2009,
the only hairstreaks recorded were
four Coral Hairstreaks and two
Acadian Hairstreaks. That made some
sense and I speculated in the 2009
write-up that the unseasonably cool
weather in late June 2009 had delayed
the emergence of most hairstreak
species. However in 2010, although
we did record four hairstreak species,
we only recorded 6 individuals! This,
despite the warm June weather and
great count-day weather! This I cannot explain. I’ll put it down to the
“insect factor”. Insect populations for
both resident and immigrant species
can fluctuate dramatically from year
to year despite everything seemingly
being equal. This may be the case
with Common Sulphurs in 2010. This
is usually a common enough species
but it was the most numerous species
on the 2010 count with 479 individuals being recorded. I guess everyone
made a stop at their favourite alfalfa
fields in their territories! One astute
observer did note that, “The number
of Common Sulphurs seems remarkable compared to other years. They
seemed fresh and were likely of a second brood which recently emerged
and were out earlier than normal”.
There were only a few highlights on
this year’s count. I suppose the best
butterfly recorded was the Common
Buckeye. This was the second time
this species has been recorded on the
HBC. Rob Dobos and Barb Charlton
saw two individuals in their area and I

The Wood Duck February 2011

saw one in mine. Of course this preceded the unprecedented “invasion”
of this species into the Hamilton
Study Area (HSA). In 2010 it was the
year of the Buckeye. They were found
throughout the HSA in reasonably
good numbers from count day until
mid-October. Also very noteworthy
on the count were the two Northern
Cloudywings
(two
locations)
observed by Brenda Van Ryswyk and
Jerry Chapple. This was the first
record of this species on the butterfly
count. The Northern Cloudywing is a
fairly uncommon species in the HSA,
not always found in the same area
year to year, and it is always a good
find.
Of note this year was the reappearance of the Red Admiral. This immigrant species was not recorded on the
2009 count which seems bizarre for
this assumed common species. This
year we recorded 26 Red Admirals
which seems about right I suppose.
The “insect factor” again. I want to
make note of the continued absence of
the Aphrodite on the HBC. This
species has never been recorded on
this count and it has not been recorded in the HSA for several years. It
used to be an uncommon, but regular
species right in the heart of our butterfly count circle. It is too early to state
that it is extirpated from the HSA
(especially for an insect) but its continued absence is concerning.

immediately after the count and
answered all of the questions I had for
them promptly. I very much appreciate your efforts. There are lots of other
things one can do on a lovely summer’s day.
2010 Results
The count area for the HBC is a 7.5
mile radius circle which is centred
exactly at the intersection of
Kirkwall Road and 8th Concession
Road at Kirkwall. This is the same
circle that is used by the Odonate
(dragonflies & damselflies) count as
well. This circle has been divided
into 8 areas.
See results on next page...

In closing I would like to thank all of
the participants on the 2010 count.
Everyone got their results to me
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Silver-spotted Skipper-1
Northern Cloudywing-2
Wild Indigo Duskywing-1
Least Skipper-5
European Skipper-337 (3,748)
Peck’s Skipper-19
Crossline Skipper-22
Tawny-edged Skipper-34 (8)
Long Dash-2
Northern Broken Dash-31
Little Glassywing-3
Delaware Skipper-6
Hobomok Skipper-3 (13)
Dion Skipper-1
Black Dash-9
Dun Skipper-20
Black Swallowtail-5

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail-15
Cabbage White-239
Mustard White-1
Common Sulphur-479 (22)
Orange Sulphur-20 (3)
Bronze Copper-2
Coral Hairstreak-2
Acadian Hairstreak-2
Banded Hairstreak-1
Hickory Hairstreak-1
Summer Azure-2
Eastern Tailed-Blue-8
Great Spangled Fritillary-73
Meadow Fritillary-1
Orange/Northern Crescent-83
Pearl Crescent-115
Baltimore-1

Question Mark-6
Eastern Comma-2 (26)
Mourning Cloak-5 (16)
American Painted Lady-7
Red Admiral-26 (0)
Common Buckeye-3
Red-spotted Purple-6 (39)
Viceroy-1 (12)
Northern Pearly Eye-54
Marsh (Northern) Eyed Brown-34
(173)
Appalachian Eyed Brown-51
Little Wood Satyr-38 (153)
Inornate (Common) Ringlet-4
Common Wood Nymph-339 (103)
Monarch-66 (15)

Species: 49
Parties: 7
Party-Hours: 43.5

Participants (18):
Jerry Chapple, Barb Charlton, Rob
Dobos, Marion Fletcher, Diane
Green, Shirley Klement, Bill
Lamond, Gord Lewer, Kevin
McLaughlin, Sarie Nichol, Mary
Pomfret, Norm Pomfret, Elaine

Serena, Glenda Slessor, Brenda Van
Ryswyk, Rob Waldhuber, Sara
Waldron, Brian Wylie.

(Numbers bolded above in brackets
are totals from the 2009 count)

Sanctuary Land Trust Committee
Needs Your Help!
The Sanctuary Land Trust Committee is putting together a finance working group to provide advice
to the Land Trust Coordinator on the finances of the land trust program. This will include determining what funds are needed and brainstorming funding ideas. Funding ideas could include grants,
events, legacy, corporate sponsorship, etc. We are interested in your suggestions!
The Committee is also starting to plan the next Trivia Night, scheduled for this spring. We need help
planning the event, organizing a silent auction and 50/50 draw, and helping to promote the event.
If these opportunities sound interesting to you and if you have questions, please contact Jen Baker by
phone at 905-524-3339 or by email at land@hamiltonnature.org.
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Regular Meetings

Bird Study Group

Upcoming Events

Monday, February 14th, 7:30 p.m.

Monday, February 21st, 2011

Saturday, February 12, 2011, 11:00 a.m.
WINTER HAWKS AND OWLS
Join Ken and Angie Williams to look for a
variety of hawks and owls around the side
roads of Haldimand. Last February the
group was thrilled to find 54 hawks and
owls, but also saw Snow Buntings, Horned
Larks, Eastern Bluebirds, a Red-bellied
Woodpecker and many other species of
winter birds . It was an exciting day out!
The plan is to meet at Tim Horton’s in
Hagersville at 11am. Bring a lunch, as the
outing will continue through the afternoon.
In the event of stormy weather, it will be
deferred to Sunday.
Leaders: Ken and Angie Williams
(905) 547 8580

Life of Amphibians
Brian Wylie
Life of Amphibians - Brian will look
at their life processes, habitats, predators,
and threats to populations.
Former HNC President, and an accomplished birder, oder and herpetologist, Brian
has enthralled his audiences with stories of dangerous critters and has published fascinating reports on his travels
to Arizona in the Wood Duck. Brian
has led many field hikes for the HNC
and was also a contributor to the important “Birds of Hamilton and
Surrounding
Areas”. As
HNC
Coordinator for the Junior Naturalists’
Club, his astute powers of observation are
helping to educate the next generation of
young naturalists.

Location: Burlington Senior’s Center
2285 New Street,
Burlington
7:00-7:30: Decaf shade-grown coffee
and snacks
7:30-9:30: Meeting, Auditorium B.
Contact: George Holland
905 945-3962
This is an informal meeting featuring a
discussion of recent bird sightings, an
identification session and a workshop or
slides about some aspect of birding. If
you are a beginning birder, come out to
learn more about birds. If you are an
experienced birder, come out to share
your knowledge and enthusiasm.
This month:
Highlights of Africa by Bob Curry

Next Month
Monday, March 14th, 7:30 p.m.

Mosses, Mooses and
Mycorrhizas, or, beware of
where you tread
Terry Carleton

\\

Sanct. Land Trust Committee
Meetings: the third Tuesday of each
month, at 7:00 p.m. All are wecome!
Contact Jen Baker, land trust coordinator,
for details (905) 524 3339 or
land@hamiltonnature.org).
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All of our hike leaders are volunteers
who give their time and expertise freely.
Participants are encouraged to share
their knowledge and enthusiasm.
Remember to bring along items you
might need such as water, field guides,
binoculars, insect repellent, etc. Some
walks will be more rigorous than others,
so please assess your ability and check
with the hike leader if unsure.
No dogs please, as they startle wildlife,
damage nests and plants and interfere
with the enjoyment of other participants.
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club accepts
no responsibility for injuries of any kind
sustained by anyone as a result of participating in any of these events.

Saturday, February 26, 2011, 10:00 a.m.
GREEN VENTURE ECOHOUSE TOUR
Visit a century old stone farmhouse in East
Hamilton where Green Venture demonstrates ways to conserve energy and water,
reduce waste and pollution, and support
people in their efforts to adopt sustainable
living practices and retrofitting their homes.
You will find all sorts of innovative ideas
here. A donation of $5 would be appreciated, as this is a non-profit organisation. The
tour goes from 10am – 12 noon at 22
Veevers Drive. Hamilton, (off King St.,
west of Nash and Centennial Parkway).
Check the website: www.greenventure.ca
Phone: (905) 540 8787
March 1 - May 15, 2011
NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH
The annual hawkwatch has been taking
place for over 30 years at Beamer CA., just
above Grimsby on the Escarpment. There
are experienced birders here every day,
counting all the raptors that are migrating
north in the spring and taking advantage of
the thermals rising up the cliffs from the
lake to lift them on their way.
Call Mike Street for more info.
(905) 648 3737
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