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There are about 500 species of Sweat Bees (family Halictidae) north of Mexico. This Agapostemon species was
particularly abundant towards the end of September at the Helen M. Kippax Garden adjacent to Hendrie Valley at the
Royal Botanical Gardens. This garden focuses on native trees, shrubs, and wildflowers and a wide variety of hymenopteran
insects clearly believe it’s the best hangout in town. Photo by Herman van Barneveld. Sept. 24, 2011. Helen M. Kippax Garden.
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In Memoriam: David K. Donn
by Cheryl Edgecombe & Bill Lamond

amilton birders have lost a great member of the
Hbirding community with the passing of Dave K.

Donn on October 13, 2011 at the age of 56 after a
brief illness. Dave was the winner of the 2007 Bird of the
Year Award for the White-faced Ibis he found at the Dundas
Hydro Pond. He was an avid birder who took the time and
effort to explore local haunts, especially the Dundas Marsh
where he was a volunteer for Bird Studies Canada’s, Marsh
Monitoring Program. This monitoring was typically done
after all-night shifts at Stelco where he worked for 35 years.
Dave was also a regular participant on both the Hamilton
Fall Bird Count and Christmas Bird Count.

Dave was especially keen with his photography and
forwarded photos of his observations to others. This led to a
few excellent records being documented for the Hamilton
Study Area. It was on October 19, 2007 that Dave sent an
email about a strange bird that he found at the Dundas Hydro
Pond that looked like a Whimbrel. A quick follow up by
Dave R. Don confirmed this as the first record of White-
faced Ibis for the HSA. Many birders, both local and from
afar, came to enjoy this spectacular find.

Bill Matheson, a good friend of Dave, sent a letter to Cheryl
Edgecombe, alerting the Hamilton birding community of
Dave’s passing. It deserves to be shared with everyone.

“I'm sorry to say that Dave passed away Thursday
afternoon. Being a close fiiend of Dave and being the
one that got Dave info birding, I know that the
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club and you (and the other
Dave Don) in particular where a big part of his life the
past few years. Bird watching was a hobby that Dave
threw himself into years ago when I took him to Pelee
for the first time. Dave Don and you were icons and
he talked about both of you all the time. [ just wanted
to thank you for taking him under your wing and
making him enjoy something he loved, even more.
Thanks to you, Dave and the Club.”

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club wishes to extend their
condolences to his wife Diane and his children Jenny, Carly,

and Trevor.

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club’s Monarchs & Milkweed Program
a Great Success for Students and for Monarchs

by Jen Baker

Milkweed program successfully reared dozens of

Monarchs and taught more than 100 students about
this wonder of the natural world. Students in grades one to
five at Hess Street, Lawfield, Lakeview, and Cathy Wever
Schools, participated in the program.

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club’s popular Monarchs &

The Monarchs & Milkweed program began in April with the
HNC visiting the classes to talk about the significance of
Monarchs and their unique dependence on milkweed. A
goal of the program was to show the students that they can
take action to help restore Monarch habitat. This was
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achieved by having the students grow native plants from
seed in their classrooms. The plant species included both
Common Milkweed and Butterfly Milkweed — both used by
Monarchs — as well as other savanna species. The students
cared for the plants and tracked their growth. The plants
were transplanted by HNC volunteers at the HNC’s Amaolo
Nature Sanctuary, as part of an ecological restoration project
underway there. This will create habitat for many species of
insects, birds and small mammals.

In June, the students visited the Cartwright Nature Sanctuary
in Dundas. For some of the students, it was their first nature
outing. The students remembered much of the information
discussed in the classroom and were happy to report on the
growth of their plants. During the nature outing, the students
completed a non-collecting Scavenger Hunt that encouraged
them to discover interesting plants, insects and birds. The
nature outings are always fun and the students often have
interesting questions. On one trip, we saw a Turkey Vulture
and a grade four student asked if they could lie down and
play dead to see if the vulture would come down to them.
Obviously, this student remembered our classroom
discussion that happened two months previously.

The exciting program culminated in September with students
rearing Monarch caterpillars and releasing the butterflies for
their journey to Mexico. This was a very popular part of the
program and students kept a close eye on their caterpillars
each day. It is quite an experience to watch the caterpillars

move around the cage, constantly eating and growing.
Monarchs often make a big impact on people and that was
evident with this program. One autistic boy in grade one
increased his vocabulary to include Monarch, butterfly, and
milkweed and was able to tell stories about the caterpillars in
his classroom.

This hands-on program was really popular with students and
teachers and the HNC hopes to keep it going. In mid-
November, the HNC and The Print Studio will be visiting
the students to help them create Monarch artwork. Having
these multiple opportunities to connect with the students
helps to ensure we can drive the conservation message home
while providing unique programming for the students.

The HNC thanks the Conserver Society for generously
funding the program through the Ed Smee Environmental
Fund.

For more information about the Monarchs & Milkweed
program, please contact Jen Baker at 905-524-3339 or
land@hamiltonnature.org.

Studying Birds in Amazonian Ecuador with Jenn Sinasac

by Michael Rowlands

mcee George Holland’s first order of business at the
Emeeting of the Bird Study Group on October 24t at

the Burlington Seniors’ Centre was to introduce
Joanne Wolnik, Tourism Officer for Haldimand County. She
came to our meeting to introduce the new Haldimand County
Birding Map. The map highlights 17 birding points of
interest and clearly shows several walking trails and driving
trails. The county has several conservation areas, three
provincial parks (James N. Allan, Selkirk and Rock Point),
two banding stations (Ruthven and Rock Point) and two
sewage lagoons (Townsend and Jarvis) — all of interest to
birders! Copies of the map were left for interested members
to take for future use.

Our speaker of the month was Jenn Sinasac, one of our own
members. She has always had a love of the natural world and
spent her school years working with raptors and leading
various environmental education programs. She obtained her
B.Sc. in 2006 from the University of Guelph with a major in
Wildlife Biology. After graduating, she volunteered for two
weeks at a biodiversity station in the western Amazonian
region of Southeastern Peru, helping with biological surveys
dealing with macaws and mammals. Jenn furthered her
education with a post-grad program in Ecotourism
Management, and pursued further work in the Neotropics.
Since then, she has worked in Panama, Belize and Ecuador
on various projects dealing with raptor research, biological
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conservation, environmental education and community
development. In 2012 she will be leading nature tours to
various birding hot spots with Natura Tours.

Jenn’s presentation was based on a year she spent (from
March 2010 to March 2011) working for Global Vision
International (GVI), a United Kingdom-based organization
that offers high-end ecological tours and volunteering
options for high school and university graduates in their gap
years. GVI’s expedition site is located on the Napo River
near the tiny village of Mondafia, in the eastern part of
Amazonian Ecuador. There GVI partners with the Yachana
Foundation, a non-profit group that is partially supported by
two for-profit companies, the Yachana Eco-Lodge (an
award-winning ecotourism lodge) and Yachana Technology,
which together provide ongoing financing of the
foundation’s other causes. The Foundation has helped
establish the Yachana Technical High School, the Mondafia
Medical Clinic, and the Yachana Eco-Lodge, which serves
as a training centre for local students. It has also purchased
thousands of acres of primary and secondary rainforest,
which is now government-certified protected forest. This
land contains balsa forest and overgrown coffee and cocoa
plantations and is in a regenerative state.

Jenn was involved with two separate bird-related projects.
One concerned the structural changes to habitat (her
involvement in this project was from March — September
2010), and the other concerned impacts of road disturbance
and edge effects on avian communities (she was involved
form October 2010 — March 2011, after which her work
contract was up). Both studies were conducted in the
Yachana Reserve, a 948-hectare area on the Napo River.

The first study found the area was a combination of primary
rainforest and regenerating secondary mixed habitat; much
of the Amazon is in this latter state. They used mist nets and
point counts to determine the primary and secondary habitats
and transitional zones of birds in the study area.

In summary, this study found more species diversity
(richness and abundance) in primary habitat. There was a
lower capture rate in secondary habitat through mist-netting
surveys but there were some interesting new finds as the
project progressed — several new species were added to the
list of birds sighted in the Reserve. Finally, movement of
individual birds was noted whenever there were recaptures.

In the second study, it was recognized that the Reserve area
is fragmented by an east-west pebble road that allows bus
and truck traffic to the many small remote communities
along the river. Jenn explained that some groups of birds are
reluctant to cross open roads, even if the road itself has
minimal traffic. Roads can ultimately change the composition of
vegetation along the roadsides and therefore affect the bird
communities that inhabit the roadside edges. This project had
several aims:

e To determine if the road affected the distribution and movements
of the birds;

e To gather more information on the distribution of understory and
canopy bird species; and,

e To study the ability of the volunteers to learn sufficient
bird calls in order to act as credible observers when doing point
counts and to find the best way of teaching them how to learn the
calls.

While Jenn did not stay to the completion of the project in
September 2011, she told us about the methods employed in
the study and showed us many excellent photos of the birds
they encountered while she was involved. This part of
Ecuador has over 300 species of birds, so it’s a gargantuan
task to become proficient in knowing the field marks and
calls of the majority of them.

The next part of Jenn’s presentation was a parade of photos
of many of the beautiful multi-coloured birds that were
caught in the mist nets, identified, banded and recorded.
Compared to the species in the Hamilton Study Area, they
are certainly much more diverse and richly plumed. Even the
names are more exotic — Fork-tailed Wood Nymph (one of
many resident hummingbirds), Wedge-billed Woodpecker
(these bite when taken from the mist-net, Jenn found out!),
Dusky-chested Flycatcher, Ochre-bellied Flycatcher, Blue-
backed Grosbeak, White-necked Thrush, Red-capped
Manakin (this is the bird that dances like Michael Jackson!)
and Yellow-bellied Tanager.

As for methodology, four matched sites were selected both
north and south of the road for the positioning of four 12-
metre by 2.5-metre mist nets in which they captured many
species, including many non-vocal and secretive understory
species that were not picked up in the point counts from
sound alone. Point counts, in which all species observed or
heard in 10-minute periods were recorded, were performed
at eight locations at five set distances from the road in each
case (0, 150, 300, 450, and 600 metres). The number of
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species definitely increased the further away from the road
the observers went. Jenn said that they could classify some
of the species into groups like “road uniques” and “forest
uniques.”

Not surprisingly, because mist-netting had not been
previously used extensively in the area to study birds, the
researchers added several new species to the list of birds
previously recorded in the Reserve. For example, Jenn had
excellent photos of the Bicoloured Antbird, Reddish Hermit
Hummingbird, and Chestnut-sided Gnateater. GVI publishes
reports of its projects on its own Website (www.gvi.co.uk),
where you can find more information about its endeavours,
but Jenn felt they may eventually publish their findings in
other peer-reviewed birding journals as well.

In the final part of her presentation, Jenn gave us a taste of
the kind of birding tours that Natura Tours Inc. is able to
offer. This 100% Canadian firm, certified by the Tourism
Industry Council of Ontario (TICO), has expert
conservation-minded guides who are birders and has tours
planned for early 2012 to Costa Rica and Belize, and to parts
of Ontario for the spring migration. Future plans are for tours
to Ecuador, Italy, Mexico, Panama and Peru. For more
information, visit their Website at www.naturatoursinc.com.

After a short sightings report with Frank Morley — in which
the most notable sighting was of the Hamilton Study Area’s
fourth record of a Purple Gallinule in the Hendrie Valley on
October 16 — George made some final announcements and
bade everyone a good night!

Volunteer Director’s Report
by Elaine Serena

irstly, I would like to salute and thank the numerous

volunteers among our members who make this club

such a vital, exciting organization. Whether you have
participated in Falconwatch protecting the young Peregrine
Falcons in downtown Hamilton; or have been part of the
Wood Duck mailing committee; or helped with selling HNC
caps and shirts; or brought refreshments for our monthly
meetings; or have been helping to arrange and run the Bird
Study Group, we appreciate your efforts. If you have been
compiling bird records for the HSA; or leading a hike for our
members; or counting hawks at Beamer Conservation Area;
or manning the birding hotline, we your
contributions. If you have been bringing a fellow member to
our meetings and hikes; or if you have been working in our
nature sanctuaries; or manning a stall for publicity at
community events; or serving on our Board of Directors and
other committees, we say “Job well done!” There are, of
course, many other activities that our members do, some
exciting such as research projects, or less spectacular tasks,
vital to our organization, like keeping the accounts and

admire

finances in good order.

Besides all those mentioned above, I would also like to thank
Mark Green, our website coordinator, for the fine job he has

been doing for us. This is a key position for communicating
both with the public and our members about our HNC
activities.

Secondly, I would ask you to consider being a volunteer too!
Please contact me and let me know what areas would interest
you. Jean Stollard and I have been setting up a volunteer
database to facilitate this process as I get various requests.
These include help for our Land Trust coordinator and
Sanctuary Committee to help with the maintenance of our
sanctuaries, education programs for children, and helpers for
the Owl Foundation. I also recruit people to help with
refreshments for special events and to serve on our Board
and committees. I am thinking that we also need some
volunteer drivers to take members to meetings and other club
events and I will be addressing this issue next year.
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The Spurious Spiketail
by Bill Lamond

1 everyone. This is a very weird story. [ saw
H this dragon yesterday (see photo) resting on a
potted mum inside the Metro grocery store
down the street. Of course I was very surprised to see
it and | was more surprised to see that it was a
spiketail species. Anyways I caught the spiketail with
my hand and left all my groceries in the cart and [ left
immediately with the surprisingly docile dragon.
Anyways back at home [ was stumped on the ID. It is
definitely not an Arrowhead (would have been a lifer)
but it doesn't match either Twin-spotted or Delta-
spotted. Do any of you have any idea, especially when
it 1s such a date rarity for any spiketail species? I'm
thinking that maybe this spiketail is an alien and
arrived on this potted plant. Maybe Africa or South
America?”

The unusual dragonfly that stumped some local naturalists.

The above story is an e-mail I sent out to four local
dragonfliers on the morning of September 12t 2010. The
story is totally fictitious. Well not entirely. The dragonfly did
come from Metro, but not by me. It’s no Spiketail
(Cordulegaster sp.) either. It’s a composite of metal and
plastic and I doubt it mimics any known species.

I first saw this “dragonfly” at my neighbour’s house. I
noticed it perched above a potted chrysanthemum, propped

Dragon’s D en

==
X

up by a metal wire. They had bought the plant at the local
Metro grocery store and the “dragonfly” came with the plant.
I was intrigued and grabbed it to get a closer look. I was
amazed at how life-like it was for a piece of plastic. Being a
bit of a prankster, | immediately knew what [ was going to
do with this “dragonfly”. I borrowed it from my neighbour
and the next morning I took a couple of photographs and
sent out the above e-mail with the attached photos. I had no
idea this would actually fool anyone. Little did I realize how
life-like this vinyl dragonfly really was.

These are the replies I got from the four dragonfly
enthusiasts that received this e-mail, with my replies directly
below each response:

Respondent 1: “ You're asking me for an ID?! Better to
post to the dragonfly list serve.”

Me: “You're kidding right?”

Respondent 1: “7 have no clue what is 1t -- but it does
look weird. Whatever it is, it’s still a lifer!”

Kk K

Respondent 2: ““This is outrageous! I have notes on a
cordulegaster that I saw in, [ think, Peru that looks
like this. I can check my small field notebooks but
won't be able to do so for a while on account of
company.”

Kk

Respondent 3: “Given recent history, it may be best
that you spend a lot more time inside the stores and
shops of Brantford in summer.

“This 1s bizarro plus! I checked Dunkle'’s book and
found eight species of spiketails in North America.
None came close. This thing has a single lateral
thoracic stripe that appears to be painted on. In fact,
the same impression is gotten from looking at the
abdominal spots. You may well have thought of this.
Check with Metro as to where they get their plants
from.
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“It is most certainly too late for any of our three
spiketails. Ds & Ds of Ohio show early to mid July as
average late dates, maybe a bit later for Tiger
Spiketail. The beast looks quite fresh and suggests a
species that flies later than our spiketails which in turn
points towards an origin far to the south. I would
wonder about Central America, maybe the Caribbean
or indeed maybe South America. Afiica? Dunno. [ am
quite confident that an answer can be gleaned
somehow as the dragon looks distinctive and very
simply patterned.”

Me: “I think maybe you're on to something with that
"painted on" spot pattern.”

Respondent 3: “My suggestion about the spots and
bar being 'painted on" was meant to convey an
appearance, not an actuality. I'm not certain what you
are saying about the thing. Regardless, I am quite
intrigued about this. Keep me informed.

“P.S. Hold on here....... Just noticed something.....this
1s fraud of the rankest order! This flogging thing is
plastic! Even the eyes are clearly not whole, and
poorly painted at that! This dragon would not be able
to stand on those stiff plastic legs! And the wings! |
bet it can't even fly!! The cells are too big!”

ek

Respondent 4: “Are you sure it’s a spiketail? My first
thought when seeing the photo was "Cruiser??" and
grabbing my fieldguide it sorta matches the Stream
Cruiser ...the Swift River Cruiser shows flight into
August but it would not have such prominent spots.
But [ think what you have there is a very nice re-
creation of a Stream Cruiser. Nice details. Do its
wings actually flap?”

Me: “You are the only one who has so far detected
that this 1s a fake. I thought this would be a harmless
Joke but I guess the re-creation was more lifelike than
1 thought!”

Respondent 4: “Well [ thought it was real when
looking at the small thumbnails of the photos but
thought something was fishy so looked at them full
size then caught on why they looked a bit off. It was a
good joke! Had me chuckling all afiernoon (mostly at
myself for almost falling for it and wondering who
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else would fall for it. More than I thought!). It is quite
a good re-creation. Good job. :)”

The last respondent caught on fairly quickly but the others
did not. I was surprised that I fooled anyone, let alone three
quite experienced naturalists. However, in fairness to them,
the “dragonfly” was quite life-like and I had been sending
out quite a few genuine dragonfly posts just previous to this.
Most notable of these was the highly unusual Zebra Clubtail
that was on the ceiling at my workplace (see Wood Duck
Vol 64 No 5, Drugstore Dragonfly). Of course, all modesty
aside, I played my part well, and of course, people trusted
me.

With the luck I had with this ruse I decided to bide my time
and send this out on April 1st 2011 to the entire Ontario
Odonate network. It seemed appropriate for an April Fools
joke. I re-sent the same story but changed it a little to reflect
the date. I changed the chrysanthemum to something more
seasonal, an azalea. I finished with:

“Anyways such a bizarre and strange record for my
first ode of the year on April 1!”

I fooled no one this time. I think perhaps I highlighted the
“April 1” angle a bit too much. Some sample replies:

Respondent 1:  “Ha. [ actually noticed the plants in the
background were bright green, making me know it wasn't
real, long before I clued info the Apr I thing!”

Respondent 2:
row? Not this time.”

“You can fool us once, but two years in a

Respondent 3: “Happy April Fools Day. Nice photos.”

Respondent 4: “I’ve poured through all of the books and
keys that I have on the World’s Odonata and I’m pretty sure
that this is one of the two species: Cordulegaster plasticus or
Cordulegaster fakesii. This is an incredible record indeed!!”

Respondent 5:  “Amazing! I would guess these are native to
South China?”

I promise the next Dragon’s Den will devoted to serious
pursuits. However, I think it doesn’t hurt to have some fun
with natural history from time to time.

Dragon’s Den is a monthly column about dragonflies and
damseltlies. We encourage all those with interesting stories
about these fascinating creatures to submit articles for
publication — photos are most welcome too.
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Of Sparrows and Pine Siskins
by June Hitchcox

October

area. Birds are easier to spot and identify because the

leaves on the trees are no longer in the way. Even though
there are fewer birds around, there are enough of them left
for us to watch. Take sparrows for instance. They are able to
stay longer in our area because they are seed eaters and there
are lots of seeds. To help identify a sparrow, try to quickly
note some specific features: a stout seed-cracking bill, a
streaked or plain breast, a patterned or plain head, and any
sort of eyebrow. A look through your bird book in the

It is October. Many bird species have migrated out of our

sparrow section with these features in mind should help put a
name to that sparrow. But sparrow identification can be
confusing and experience is
helpful.

Three of my favourites are
the White-throated Sparrow
(a few stay here for our
winter), the White-crowned
Sparrow that breeds in the far
north (and some may stay here for our winter), and the
American Tree Sparrow (with its plain breast with one black
dot in the middle), that is also from the far north, and is

common in winter in southern Ontario.

November

This month’s article is about Pine Siskins, part of the finch
family. It’s a friendly little five inch long bird, often
mistaken for a sparrow. By noting the sharply-pointed,
slender bill, the flash of yellow in the wings and tail, and the
overall heavy streaking, you will know that you are looking
at a Pine Siskin. These birds fly and eat in flocks. They are
highly nomadic, turning up wherever there is food. Ron
Pittaway’s winter forecast predicts that they should be found
all over Ontario this winter due to the good crops of spruce
cone seeds and wherever there is a reasonable crop of White
Cedar and Eastern Hemlock seeds. At bird feeders, their
favourite food is niger seeds (thistles) along with suet,
smashed nuts and sunflower seeds, canary seeds, rolled oats;
with their slender “non-seed-cracking” bills, they need small
bits. Unlike sparrows, they often hang upside down to get at
food. They can become quite tame, eating from your hand
and landing on your head or shoulders. One man reported
that with his window open, they would fly into his bedroom
to wake him if the feeders were empty! Listen for their
extended, buzzy, rising-in-pitch-call: “zwe-e-e-e-e-e-e-e-e-
e-e-e-¢”. I hope that you will be able to enjoy their fearless
antics at your feeder this winter.

HNC Members Donate Land to Ontario Nature

by Jen Baker and Bill Lamond

NC members Dennis and Gwen Lewington have
H generously donated their property on the southern

Bruce Peninsula to Ontario Nature, making it the
23 nature reserve in the care of Ontario Nature.

This rugged, 125-acre property is located just inland from
Lake Huron, a bit north of Sauble Falls Provincial Park. It
includes sandy, forested dunes that once formed the
shoreline of post-glacial Lake Nipissing. The dunes are
interspersed with marsh and swamp that make up part of the
Chief’s Point provincially significant coastal wetland.

Several rare species have been recorded on and around the
property.

In order to accept this generous offer, Ontario Nature must
raise $25,000, which will be used to transfer the property
and to establish an endowment fund for the ongoing care and
stewardship of this new reserve. The HNC has donated
$3,000 towards the acquisition costs in support of the gift the
Lewingtons are making to protect their land in perpetuity.

The HNC Board salutes Dennis & Gwen for their
exceptional generosity. This is truly an inspiration for all of
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us. When we learned of their donation, we did not hesitate in
donating money to Ontario Nature for this acquisition. The
Board realized it was a great way to honour Dennis & Gwen
for their long-term commitment to the HNC, and also was a
way to encourage other nature clubs to donate as well. If you
would like to contribute, you can make out a cheque payable
to Ontario Nature, writing “for the Lewington property at
Sauble” on the memo line and mail to Ontario Nature, 366
Adelaide St W., Suite 201, Toronto On M5V 1R9. Or you
can call Ontario Nature at 1-800-440-2366 for further
information on other ways to donate.

A word from Dennis Lewington:

“Back in 1957, my father, my uncle, and myself,
purchased this property, which consists of 125 acres
and 1s located a half mile down the road from our own
cottage near Sauble Falls. When my father passed
away, his share was passed along to my mother and

when she passed away, her share was passed along to
Gwen.

The Property now is classed as an Area of Natural
and Scientific Interest (ANSI) by the Ontario
government, and as such, cannot be developed.

About a year ago, we decided to donate this land to
Ontario Nature, as a memorial to my parents.

We are working with the Owen Sound Field
Naturalists, and their President, Peter Middleton, who
have agreed to be stewards of the property and to help
with the findraising.”

Please note that the HNC’s Land Trust program can help
you protect your land forever. Please contact Jen Baker for
details (905-524-3339, land@hamiltonnature.org, or
www.headofthelakelandtrust.org).

Earth Day Hamilton-Burlington: Making Every Day Earth Day

by Karissa Chandrakate

worked to promote environmental action through both

education and remediation projects. We also provide
large events for organizations like the Hamilton Naturalists’
Club, to help them deliver their messages. New outdoor
programs have been added to our lineup, making us busier
than ever, and with this past spring, wetter too!

Since 1996, Earth Day Hamilton-Burlington has

In April, our 2nd annual Earth Day Instant Forest took place
at Hamilton’s newest conservation area, the Eramosa Karst.
Cold, wet weather didn’t stop the high school and
elementary students from coming out to plant trees. We
managed to get 600 trees (not far from our goal of 1000) in
the ground before the harsh conditions forced a halt. The
leftover trees were planted by our partner Hamilton
Conservation Authority a month later when the fields finally
became accessible. Geologist Marcus Buck was part of the
Instant Forest day, leading classes on a dye-tracing hike,
much to the enjoyment of the students.

The weather conditions didn’t let up. We hosted two rain
barrel sales and our first one was so rainy that The Weather
Network did a broadcast from it (rain barrels and rain!).

Earth Day’

(\ ’ HAMILTON-BURLINGTON
Then we \/

® Building Environmental Leaders
finished

off April with our annual Tim Hortons Earth Day Walk and
our annual Earth Day Tree Planting Festival.

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club was one of many exhibitors
at the Tree Planting Festival at Churchill Park, Westdale,
which thankfully turned into a hot and sunny afternoon
(from a cold rainy morning). The festivities (all-day music,
BBQ, exhibitions, and fun family activities) brought out
hundreds of people to plant 1000 trees in the mud! This
multiyear planting project continues to grow, and with the
help of our partners, Royal Botanical Gardens and Bay Area
Restoration Council, the entire border of the forest at
Churchill will be reforested some day.

April showers bring May flowers, or so they say! All spring
we diligently prepared for our big event, the 15t annual Tim
Hortons Earth Day Eco-Festival. This was our sixth year of
hosting it at the beautiful Royal Botanical Gardens. Over
3000 junior eclementary students enjoyed hands-on
workshops, interactive exhibits, wildlife presentations and
guided nature hikes over the course of three days. We were
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ready for the bad weather though, and when our rain backup
plan went into effect on the first day, it turned out to be a big
hit! Thursday and Friday brought about good weather and
classes enjoyed a 90 minute (non-muddy) nature hike at the
RBG trails in addition to their packed schedule. On our last
day, we celebrated our 15t anniversary with cake, and were
broadcast live on CHML. By keeping the festival free and
providing free bussing, students from all economic
backgrounds were able to attend and enjoy a day of learning
about our planet, and how to protect it. We wouldn’t be able
to do this amazing event without partners such as the
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, who provide volunteer hike
leaders and run workshops for the students.

After a bit of a break, in August we were up and running
again. Earth Day Hamilton-Burlington was invited by the
City to participate in planting at the three-day Birge Park
Extreme Makeover, which will be broadcast live on TVO
Kids! We (and others) helped the youth of that commun-ity
transform the park to make it an enjoyable place for the

neighborhood. It was a huge success; the weather was
beautiful and the final results were outstanding. We hope
that the children of the community will spend more time
outdoors enjoying the new park.

For the first time in September, Earth Day Hamilton-
Burlington was a site coordinator for the Great Canadian
Shoreline Cleanup. We had over 60 volunteers (50 of them
under the age of 18) come out to clean up three kilometers
of the Waterfront Trail, from Bayfront Park to Princess
Point, to help keep our shorelines free of litter, safe for
wildlife and people.

Whew! We finally made it to the end of this year’s events,
not even mentioning our Go Green Challenge for Schools
and Businesses, our Trees For Schools program, and our new
Waste Watchers program. We enjoyed every second of
working together to protect our beautiful planet. Thanks to
the HNC for being there to provide education and support.
Until next year, let’s continue to make Every Day Earth
Day! See you all in the New Year!

Hamilton Fall Bird Count 2011
by Bill Lamond

he 38" annual Hamilton Fall Bird Count was

conducted on November 6t 2011. It was a beautiful

day to be outdoors. Although the morning started out
being quite cool, the temperature warmed up into the mid
teens by the afternoon. There was hardly a cloud in the sky,
and the southwest winds were not too strong, making it feel
quite pleasant. However, as many of you know, although this
weather is excellent for viewing birds, it is not the kind of
weather that produces birds. The count was very mediocre
compared to other years. We recorded 132 species — about
average — with no new species for the count and no rarities
to speak of. Many people attach some comments with their
results and the overriding comment I received this year was
about the lack of birds. This mirrors last year to a large
degree. Here’s a small sample of comments which may
induce some déja vu from 2010:

“I hope you had a better day than I. My species count was my 4
lowest. [ guess the weather was just too nice and everything
decided to migrate, as there were a lot more birds around the week
before. What shocked me was no kinglets, no warblers, no wrens,
no hermits and very few sparrows!”

“It was a good day for a walk with the odd bird seen, and that
about sums it up. Overall 1t was a tough day, with a complete lack
of the usual abundant sparrows, and not much happening overhead
n the way of migrating raptors.”

“One of my worst counts with the best ever weather — outside of
the ducks, birds were nowhere.”

“The effort much surpassed the results.”
“It felt like pulling teeth trying to find birds on Sunday!”

“The birds seemed to hunker down for a good snooze all
afternoon. Even our usual ‘hot spots’ didn’t produce much. One of
our worst years in a long time.”

“Species count was significantly lower and I had lower counts for
all the birds one would like to see.”

“A real ‘bluebird day’ meant we really had to work to kick up
birds.”

“Passerines were hard to come by.”

“It was as if a neutron bomb had hit our area: only five birds in the
air in four party hours.”
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“It was a lacklustre count, with low counts for many species, low
diversity for the area, and nothing of real note.”

And finally:
“Where were the birds?”

I could have added another half dozen similar comments but
mercifully space precludes this. Now, the Hamilton Study
Area (HSA) is a huge area, so not surprisingly, some areas
were satisfactory for birds. One area in Bronte Creek
Provincial Park on the west side of the creek, was loaded
with birds for a pair of lucky participants. Here, there were
200 juncos, 40 yellow-rumps, 18 bluebirds, 45 White-
winged Crossbills and 75 siskins. Additionally there was a
phoebe and a Lincoln’s Sparrow. So that’s where all the
birds were!

But the numbers don’t lie and most species had lower totals.
This ranged all the way from ducks, to hawks, to shorebirds,
and for most passerines. Blue Jay, American Crow, Black-
capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, both kinglets,
and most common sparrows, were much lower than in 2010,
even though 2010 was a poor year too. Of the seven
commonest sparrows on the fall count, six of the seven
species were lower in 2011 compared to last year, most of
these being substantially lower. Most species of duck were
lower this year. Of 23 common duck species, 20 were lower
in 2011, some dramatically so, as exemplified by Northern
Pintail and both scaup. The likely explanation for these low
duck numbers is that many ducks were still at staging areas
well to the north. There had been no “freeze-up” in the
Hudson Bay Lowlands due to
temperatures this fall. The lower hawk totals is largely a
function of the count day being a poor day for hawk
migration, coupled with a cloudless sky which makes
spotting overhead hawks much more difficult.

abnormally warm

Surely there is some good news? Of course there is. All fall
counts having their highlights and the 2011count is no
different. The best bird on the count was the Tennessee
Warbler found by Mike Street on Brant Road 22. This was
only the second count record for this warbler, the first being
way back in 1979. The adult Glaucous Gull at the Brantford
dump provided only the 5% count record for this Arctic
breeder. Staying with gulls, a Lesser Black-backed Gull was
in the Grimsby area for the 10" count record of this ever-
increasing gull. American Golden-Plover and Least
Sandpiper were seen this year, both 9t count records and
Harlequin Duck and Lincoln’s Sparrow were recorded too,
both 11t count records. The Harlequin Duck was atypically

found on a quarry pond at the McMillan Pit in Wellington
County on Concession 2. According to the Birds of
Hamilton, this is the first record for the HSA away from
Lake Ontario. Other interesting birds counted were Snow
Goose, Brant, Northern Goshawk, Northern Saw-whet Owl,
Tufted Titmouse, Savannah Sparrow and Lapland Longspur.

Most of you know that I always talk about “significant
species” on the HFBC. These designated species are those
that have been recorded on 20% of counts or less. I always
talk about how many “significant species” are on a count as
a measure of how “good” the count is. To qualify for this
designation in 2011, a species would have to have been seen
on no more than seven counts over the 38 year count history.
This year, only two species fit the bill, namely Tennessee
Warbler and Glaucous Gull. Hardly a winning count. There
have only been three fall counts with fewer “significant
species”; 1984 and 2000 with only one “significant species”,
and 1986, when none were recorded. It seems strange that
species such as Harlequin Duck and Lincoln’s Sparrow
would not be considered as significant. But the data is there.
Obviously the “significant species” concept is fraught with
complications when the populations of so many species are
in flux, and species that at one time were noteworthy, are
now common. One only need consider the Red-bellied
Woodpecker as an example of this. On the other hand, its
congener, the Red-headed Woodpecker, is an example of a
species going in the other direction. It seems bizarre in the
extreme to think, that if a Red-headed Woodpecker had been
recorded this year, it would not be designated as a
“significant species” (16 of 38 counts) even though it
obviously is now a rare species.

Despite the gloomy tone I’ve set, there were a few species
that were noted in higher than average numbers this year.
Only the Red-breasted Merganser was recorded in record-
high numbers. There was an amazing concentration of over
9,000 Red-breasted Mergansers on Lake Ontario along the
Grimsby shoreline. The 2011 count of 10,540 was
marginally higher than the previous record of 9,966 in 2009.
There were four species with near-record totals. Red-
throated Loons had their 2nd best showing with 23 observed
on Lake Ontario and Hamilton Harbour. The record is 26 in
1999. For the first time, Red-throated Loons outnumbered
Common Loons! American Golden-Plover numbers were
also at their second-highest. The all-time high of this
beautiful plover was 26 on the inaugural HFBC in 1974, well
above the 12 noted in 2011. Additionally, Carolina Wren
totals (61) were second-best to the record count of 67 in
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2009. However, as most of you know, the distribution of this
Carolinian species is spotty at best in the HSA — more than
half of this total was seen by just three of the 70 parties on
this year’s count. Lastly, White-winged Crossbills, those
unpredictable finches from the north, had their second
strongest showing at 60 individuals, compared to the all-time
high of 94 in 1977. There were some common species that
were about in good numbers. Both Cedar Waxwings and
American Robins were quite conspicuous and masked the
real lack of birds for many participants. This was certainly
the case in my area (Brantford) where robin was the second
commonest species.

But the negatives certainly outweigh the positives on this
count. As I outlined earlier, almost all species were recorded
at lower than normal numbers. Ruffed Grouse was missed
for the first time. No surprise really, as on five previous
counts only one individual was observed and this species has
declined markedly in the HSA over the history of the fall
count. Hard to believe that back in 1983, there were 41
Ruffed Grouse recorded. Other species missed this year that
are usually recorded, were Ring-necked Pheasant, American
Woodcock, Long-eared Owl and Common Yellowthroat.
These low totals and misses were certainly not due to lack of
effort. This year we had record-high participation with 146
birders. Additionally, the party-hours at 451, was the second
highest ever. And at this point it is a great opportunity for me
to thank all of you for your efforts. I received everyone’s
results within four days and only a few people forgot to
include their party-hours. It was also a treat to get most lists
in phylogenetic order which made the data transfer so much
easier.

I had also asked participants to record any butterflies that
they saw to further the data collection for the annual
butterfly summary. Many of you complied (thank you) and a
total of seven species were seen on the count which is quite
remarkable for the late date. These species were Common
Sulphur, Orange Sulphur, Cabbage White, Common
Buckeye, Eastern Comma, Mourning Cloak and Monarch.

Lastly, on a very sad note, I want to extend my deepest
sympathies to long-time count participant and friend Don
McLean. The unimaginable happened to Don when he lost
his partner, Diane Paquette, who was killed in a tragic car
accident on Wednesday, November 2md, Many of us had Don
in our thoughts as we conducted our counts.

2011 RESULTS

Area Covered: Selected areas within a 40.2km radius (25 miles) of
Dundurn Castle, Hamilton, Ontario (Hamilton Study Area-HSA)
including: the Lake Ontario shoreline from Port Credit to Beamsville; The
Conservation Areas of Berry, Binbrook, Burns, Christie, Confederation,
Felker’s Falls, Fifty Point, Mountsberg, Valens, Dundas Valley, and
Spencer Gorge; Islay, Puslinch, Mohawk and Dunmark Lakes; Bronte
Creek Provincial Park; Scotch Block Reservoir; Cootes Paradise;
Woodland & Holy Sepulchre Cemeteries; King’s Forest; Esquesing and
Frank Tracts; Bronte, Rattray, Middletown, and Van Wagners Marshes;
Courtcliffe Park; Rock Chapel Sanctuary; Waterworks Park; Joe Sam’s
Park; Shell Park; Green Lane Wetland; Brantford and Tom Howe
(Hagersville) Landfills; Six Nations Indian Reserve; Beverly Swamp;
Hamilton Harbour; Windermere Basin; Mill, Milton Town & Tollgate
Ponds; Smithville, Grimsby, and Cainsville Sewage Ponds; Borers,
Ancaster, Stoney, Bronte, and Oakville Creek ravines; Red Hill, Dundas,
and Hendrie Valleys; and the Grand River from Cayuga to Cambridge.

Sunday, November 6, 2011: 12:30-1:00am (owling), 2:45-6:30am
(owling), 6:30am to 5:15pm. Weather: Temperature varying from -4.8°C
(Cambridge) to -1.6°C (Brantford) at sunrise, increasing to a high varying
from 14.7°C (Oakville) to 16.3°C (Brantford). Winds slight at dawn
(10km/h), gradually increasing throughout the day to an average speed of
24 km/h. Winds out of the SSW in the morning and switching to WSW in
the afternoon. Skies clear with some high cirrus cloud in the late
afternoon. No precipitation. 146 observers in 70 parties. Total party-hours:
451.

Species: Underlined totals represent record-high numbers unless stated as
record-low. Numbers in brackets following underlined totals give the
previous high count (or low count) followed by the year(s). Underlined
species require documentation for the Hamilton Bird Records Committee
either as date or geographic rarities.

Snow Goose 1; Brant 2; Canada Goose 13,709; Mute Swan 129;
Trumpeter Swan 48; Tundra Swan 37; Wood Duck 75; Gadwall 239;
American Wigeon 80; American Black Duck 237; Mallard 4,890 ; Blue-
winged Teal 1; Northern Shoveler 81; Northern Pintail 5; Green-winged
Teal 349; Canvasback 59; Redhead 81; Ring-necked Duck 91; Lesser
Scaup 225; Greater Scaup 443; Harlequin Duck 1; Surf Scoter 201; White-
winged Scoter 531; Black Scoter 116; Long-tailed Duck (Oldsquaw)
27,321; Bufflehead 615; Common Goldeneye 973; Hooded Merganser
333; Common Merganser 218; Red-breasted Merganser 10,540 (9,966-
2009); Ruddy Duck 232; Wild Turkey 36; Red-throated Loon 23;
Common Loon 13; Pied-billed Grebe 14; Horned Grebe 23; Red-necked
Grebe 23; Double-crested Cormorant 178; Great Blue Heron 80; Black-
crowned Night-Heron 5; Turkey Vulture 47; Bald Eagle 6; Northern
Harrier 23; Sharp-shinned Hawk 21; Cooper’s Hawk 16; Northern
Goshawk 3; Red-shouldered Hawk 2; Red-tailed Hawk 295; Rough-
legged Hawk 6; American Kestrel 27; Merlin 8; Peregrine Falcon 3;
American Coot 887; Sandhill Crane 25; Black-bellied Plover 1; American
Golden-Plover 12; Killdeer 111; Greater Yellowlegs 14; Lesser
Yellowlegs 3; Least Sandpiper 1; White-rumped Sandpiper 1; Pectoral
Sandpiper 1; Dunlin 1; Wilson’s Snipe 16; Bonaparte’s Gull 17; jaeger
species 1; Ring-billed Gull 9,466; Herring Gull 946; Lesser Black-backed
Gull 1; Glaucous Gull 1; Great Black-backed Gull 12; Rock Pigeon 1,769;
Mourning Dove 1,749; Eastern Screech-Owl 41; Great Horned Owl 13;
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1; Belted Kingfisher 26; Red-bellied
Woodpecker 118; Downy Woodpecker 243; Hairy Woodpecker 68;
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Northern Flicker 42; Pileated Woodpecker 6; Eastern Phoebe 4; Northern
Shrike 12; Blue Jay 992; American Crow 1,894; Common Raven 4;
Horned Lark 45; Black-capped Chickadee 1,904; Tufted Titmouse 4; Red-
breasted Nuthatch 31; White-breasted Nuthatch 213; Brown Creeper 50;
Carolina Wren 61; Winter Wren 11; Golden-crowned Kinglet 100; Ruby-
crowned Kinglet 3 (low) (6-1977,1978,2010); Eastern Bluebird 157;
Hermit Thrush 8; American Robin 4,496; Gray Catbird 1; Northern
Mockingbird 27; European Starling 21,684; American Pipit 288; Cedar
Waxwing 2,872; Tennessee Warbler 1 (MS); Yellow-rumped Warbler 64;
American Tree Sparrow 1,360; Chipping Sparrow 3; Field Sparrow 2;
Savannah Sparrow 1; Fox Sparrow 34; Song Sparrow 49; Lincoln’s
Sparrow 1; Swamp Sparrow 11; White-throated Sparrow 112; White-
crowned Sparrow 20; Dark-eyed Junco 1,445; Lapland Longspur 2; Snow
Bunting 99; Northern Cardinal 545; Red-winged Blackbird 2,535; Eastern
Meadowlark 1; Rusty Blackbird 104; Common Grackle 35; Brown-headed
Cowbird 50; Purple Finch 50; House Finch 371; White-winged Crossbill
60; Pine Siskin 200; American Goldfinch 1,298; House Sparrow 1,467.

Total: 132 species; 122,364 individuals.

Count Period Birds (seen day before or day after count but not on count
day): none.

Observers: Anna Baranova, Don Barnet, Glenn Barnett, Glenn Barrett,
Graham Barrett, Kim Barrett, Naomi Barrett, Mary Ann Bastien, Peter
Booker, Jason Bracey, Hazel Broker, Duane Brown, Jacob Bruxer, Fran
Bullock, Wayne Bullock, Jim Burrell, Chris Burris, Mike Cadman, Jerry
Chapple, Nina Chapple, Michael Clark, Meghan Copeland, Mark
Cranford, Carol Croke, Hugh Currie, Bob Curry, Martin Daly, Ken Dance,

Sandy Darling, Judith Davidson, Michael Dean, Donna DeBruin, Marco
DeBruin, Rob Dobos, Gerry Doekes, Dave Don, Cheryl Edgecombe,
Gavin Edmondstone, Lois Evans, Luc Fazio, Joanne Fleet, Marion
Fletcher, Tom Ford, Randy Fowler, Brett Fried, Denys Gardiner, Fraser
Gibson, Dawn Graham, Alex Gray, Jerry Guenther, John Hannah, Liam
Hannah, Jim Heslop, Fran Hicks, George Holland, Frank Horvath, Sandra
Horvath, Lukian Husak, Zakhar Husak, Jean Iron, Beth Jefferson, Mark
Jennings, Barry Jones, Carol Jones, Dean Kane, Andrew Keaveney,
Shirley Klement, Manfred Kolster, Ursula Kolster, Bill Lamond
(compiler), Joyce Lechasseur, Dennis Lewington, Gwen Lewington, Joyce
Litster, Rick Ludkin, Garrett Luft, Ron Luft, Hannah Maciver, Robert
Maciver, Bruce Mackenzie, Arlene McCaw, Jim McCaw, Sheldon
McGregor, Spencer McGregor, Bill Mcllveen, Kevin McLaughlin, Don
McLean, Anthony Menny, Chantal Miller, Jason Miller, Joy Miller, Brian
Mishell, Dolores Mishell, Frank Morley, George Naylor, Brad Novoselac,
Owen Novoselac, John Olmsted, Emerson Page, Rose Petersen, Brian
Pomfret, Mary Pomfret, Norm Pomfret, Asa Prieksaitis, George
Prieksaitis, Jim Pringle, Bill Read, Wilma Robertson, Alf Senior, Elaine
Serena, Donna Sheppard, Glenda Slessor, Bill Smith, Ian Smith, Nancy
Smith, Paul Smith, Robert Stamp, Larry Staniforth, Chris Street, Mike
Street, John Struger, Neil Taylor, Tys Theysmeyer, Peter Thoem, Tom
Thomas, John Tomins, Michelle Tomins, Margaret Troy, Marina van
Twest, Rohan van Twest, Josh Vandermeulen, Mary Voisin, Rob
Waldhuber, Joan Wallace, Jim Watt, Reinder Westerhoff,  Angie
Williams, Ken Williams, Don Wills, Bill Wilson, Heather Wilson, Dave
Wood, Eleanor Wood, Brett Woodman, Brian Wylie, Tony Zammit.
(Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, Kitchener-Waterloo Field Naturalists, South
Peel Naturalists’ Club, Guelph Field Naturalists).

Paul Attack, 2011 Junior Volunteer of the Year

by Jim Stollard

aul Attack has been an HNC member continuously

for nine years and was also a member for one year

in 1997, giving him a total of 10 years of
membership. As a member with fewer than 15 years of
membership, he qualifies for the junior award, despite his
obvious maturity. This is according to HNC Volunteer of
the Year (VOY) protocol. His service to the Club over the
last nine years is impressive.

Paul has served with distinction for six years on the Board
of Directors from 2002 through to 2008. He was:

FON Representative for a year in 2002 — 2003
Vice-President for 2 years from 2003 — 2005
President for 2 years from 2005 — 2007

Past President for 1 year in 2007 — 2008

But I like to think that his work to protect ecologically
sensitive areas and to help the HNC acquire and protect
nature sanctuaries, has been even more valuable to the
Club.
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He led the Halton Natural Areas Inventory (HNAI)
Project from spring 2003 to November 2006. Paul took
over from Brian McHattie as the HNC representative on
the Project Management Committee and the Technical
Steering Committee for the Halton NAIL This was at the
time that Brian was elected to Hamilton City Council and
took on the heavy burden of work which comes with that
office. Paul, as a planner for Halton Region, was uniquely
qualified to lead the HNC contributions to this NAI. He
did a great deal of fundraising work to ensure that the
project was adequately financed and worked hard to solve
problems and bring the project to a successful conclusion.
Conservation Halton was so pleased with the Club’s
contributions to the HNAI that they presented us with a
Conservation Award of Excellence in 2006.

Paul also led the Hamilton Natural Heritage System
Project. He also took over from Brian McHattie as the
HNC representative for this project in November of 2003
and helped steer that project to a successful conclusion.
You may remember that the HNAI and the Natural
Heritage System work was all aimed at providing citizens,
the City, and the Hamilton Conservation Authority, with
as much detailed information as possible about local
environmentally sensitive areas. These areas could then be
protected through the City’s planning processes.

And there is further reason to honour Paul based on his
Sanctuary/Land Trust Committee work. Paul’s great
passion is preserving wildlife habitat through work with
our land trust program. He has been a member of the
Sanctuary/Land Trust Committee since 2003 and this
continues to this day.

He was one of the leaders in the effort to make the Club
more active as a land trust and to establish a Club nature
sanctuary in Hamilton. He helped form the Land Trust
Working Group in October of 2003. This group obtained
the first Ontario Trillium Foundation funding which
allowed us to increase our capacity to do land trust work
and to hire a Land Trust Coordinator to spearhead land
trust activities and lead the nature sanctuary acquisition
process. This Group was disbanded in early 2005 when
its purpose was fulfilled but its legacy lives on.

Paul continues to work as an active member of the
Sanctuary/Land Trust Committee, doing the committee
meeting minutes, volunteering at sanctuary work parties
and volunteering to help organize special fundraising
events such as wine tastings, the nature walkathon, trivia
nights and the November Spaghetti Dinner.

I believe that Paul’s work over his past 10 years of HNC
membership make him fully deserving of recognition as
the Jr. VOY for 2011.

Summary of the Minutes of the September 29, 2011 HNC

Board Meeting
by Joyce Litster

Natural Areas Inventory: There has been no new funding, but this summer, ecological land classification was carried out
in the Dundas Valley. In addition, botanical, bird, butterfly and dragonfly surveys were completed at many of the study sites.

Renegotiation of the Agreement for the Continuation and Operation of the Habitat Preservation Endowment
Fund with the HCF: Jim Stollard is reviewing the draft agreement sent to the Club from the Hamilton Community
Foundation. He will pass the agreement and his comments on to the Board for consideration and approval.

Storage Space for HNC Property and Documents: The “Storage Committee” has begun reviewing HNC holdings to
decide what should be offered to the Hamilton Public Library for inclusion in their Archives. There are items being held at
Woodend (HCA Headquarters) which will remain there. Margaret Houghton of the HPL will decide on the acceptability of
our other materials for the Archives, and the HPL will also retrieve the materials currently in the Archives of Ontario. Having
them in the HPL Archives will make them more accessible because the Archives of Ontario stores them in Bolton.
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Glossy Wood Duck: Materials sent to the Editor for inclusion in the Wood Duck must be clearly marked that they are for
that purpose. The Publication Committee will produce a new Style Book.

Volunteer of the Year (VOY) Awards: This year’s recipients are Paul Attack (Junior Award) and Frank Morley (Senior
Award). The presentations will be made at the November 14t General Meeting.

Nomination Committee Report: The Committee is still seeking a Membership Director. Jean Stollard will remain as

Acting Director until a new Director is found.

Junior Naturalists:

Last year the Junior Naturalists’ Club was in hiatus. The RBG will be starting the Club again in

January 2012. Barb McKean of the RBG will hold a planning meeting with a group from the HNC.

New Members Welcoming Procedures: Elaine Serena suggested that we adopt procedures to welcome new members to
the Club and possibly hold a hike for them to encourage their participation.

Motions Passed: That the Omnibus Motion be deleted from the Annual General Meeting.

The Geminids Meteor Shower
by Mario Carr

peaks December 13 and promises to put on a

magnificent show. Some say that it’s better than the
Perseid’s Meteor Shower back in August. This year it
certainly will be. In August, the glare of the Full Moon
washed-out most meteors. For the Geminids, the best time
to see it is early evening as the Moon doesn’t rise until
about 9 p.m. That means you have about two hours to enjoy
the meteor shower and you don’t have to stay up too late.
More than 60 meteors per hour can be seen from a dark
location. Some are visible December 6-19 and are caused by
debris falling from an extinct comet. The meteors appear
radiating from the constellation Gemini in the north-eastern
sky. If the cold bothers you, next year the Perseids will put
on an excellent show under moonless skies.

If you don’t mind the cold, the Geminids Meteor Shower

Here are some important events for December stargazers.
Most are listed in the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers
(HAA) calendar, which will be available for sale at the
December meeting.

Planet watching

Mercury is difficult to see early in the month and is low in
the south-east morning twilight by the middle of the month.
Venus sets in the west before 7 p.m. Mars rises in the south-
eastern sky around 11 p.m. and is high in the southern sky
around 5 a.m. Jupiter rises high in the southern sky around 8
p-m. and sets in the north-west after midnight. Saturn rises
in the south-east before dawn. Uranus is high in the east

after sunset. Neptune is low in the west at evening twilight
and sets at dark. Pluto can’t be seen at all as it is lost behind
the Sun.

Dec. 2 -- First Quarter Moon.

Dec. 6 -- The gibbous Moon is only five degrees from the
planet Jupiter in the evening sky. The Moon is also at
apogee or furthest from the Earth during the month at
405,412 km

Dec. 9 — HAA meeting at 7:30 p.m., Hamilton Spectator
building, 44 Frid St., Hamilton. Free admission with door
prizes. An optional donation of non-perishable food items
will be collected for local food banks. So far more than 300
pounds of food has been collected.

Dec. 10 -- Before dawn there is also a total eclipse of the
Moon when the Earth’s shadow crosses the face of the
Moon. However, it’s best seen in western Canada. The Full
Moon this month is also called the Cold Moon as during
this month, the winter cold fastens its grip, and nights are at
their longest and darkest.

Dec. 17 -- Last Quarter Moon. The Moon is also seven
degrees below Mars in the morning sky.

Dec. 22 -- The first day of winter begins with the Winter
Solstice at 12:30 a.m.. It’s also a great time to see Mercury
shortly before sunrise in the western sky. As an inner planet,
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most of the time it’s hidden within the Sun’s glare.

Tonight, Mercury’s orbit will take it furthest from the Sun’s
glare by 22 degrees, which is called maximum western
elongation. The waning crescent Moon is only seven
degrees away. The Moon is also at perigee or closest to the

Dec. 26 -- The thin crescent Moon is north of Venus in the
evening sky.

For more information, please see the Hamilton Amateur
Astronomers web site at www.amateurastronomy.org or call
(905) 627-4323.

Earth for the month at 364,800 km.

Mario Carr 1s the HAA director of public education and a
member of the Hamilfon Naturalists’ Club. He can be
reached at mariocarr(@cogeco.ca. He also has a blog at
http://theskythismonth.wordpress.com/

Dec. 24 -- New Moon

Dec. 25 -- Christmas Day and the birthday of Sir Isaac
Newton, who was born in 1642.

Noteworthy Bird Records, May 2011
by Rob Dobos

Legend:

* _first occurrence for the year
F -first occurrence for the
migration

L -last occurrence for the
migration

HSA -Hamilton Study Area
SM —singing male

terr. —territorial bird
Plumages, etc.:

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2011 to May 31: 267. Underlined
species or dates require documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee.
Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. For
species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed. For all other species, only
highlights are listed. Note that the species order follows the most recent American
Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements.

Observers: Phil Armishaw (PA), Glenn Barrett (GB), Kim Barrett (KB), John Brett (JBt), David Brewer

m. -male (DBr), Zoe Brocklehurst (ZB), Jacob Bruxer (JBr), Wayne Bullock (WB), Mike Cadman (MCa), lan Cannell
f. -female (IC), Barb Charlton (BC), Jim Cram (JC), Mark Cranford (MCr), Carol Croke (CC), Robert Curry (RC), Dave
f‘)‘;' 'ig;lé Dagfari (DDa), Sandy Darling (SD), Rob Dobos (RD), Andrew Don (AD), Dave R. Don (DD), Dave K. Donn

(DKD), Eileen Dotson (ED), Chris Earley (CEy), Nathan Earley (NE), Alex Eberspaecher (AE), Judy
Eberspaecher (JE), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Sue Edwards (SE), Brian Ford
(BFo), Christian Friis (CF), Nancy Furber (NF), Matthew Graham (MG), Chris Harris (CHa), Marlene Hart
(MH), George Holland (GH), Mark Jennings (MJ), Tim King (TK), Bill Lamond (BL), Cody Law (CL),
Deborah Lindeman (DLi), Joyce Litster (JLi), Rick Ludkin (RL), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Stu Mackenzie

alt. -alternate

imm. -immature

juv. -juvenile

Ist yr. —first year
County/Region/City:

Brant [ BR] (SM), Kathleen MacNamara (KMN), Christine Madliger (CMa), David Martin (DMa), Reuven Martin (RM),
Haldimand [ HD)] Arlene McCaw (AMC), Jim McCaw (JMC), Sheldon McGregor (SMG), Barb McKean (BMK), Kevin
Halt‘?n [HL] McLaughlin (KM), Anthony Meaney (AMe), Matt Mills (MM), Bill Morden (BMo), Norm Murr (NM), Ken
E?;g;lrtzr[l ]E/IC{,]M Newcombe (KN), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), Don Perks (DP), Brian Pomfret (BP), Chickie Potter
Peel [PL] (CPo), Dennis Price (DPr), Wayne Renaud (WR), Ian Richards (IR), Caleb Scholtens (CSc), Peter Scholtens

(PSc), George Sims (GSi), Glenda Slessor (GS), Bill Smith (BS), Paul Smith (PS), Ralph Speak (RSp), Mike
Street (MS), Peter Thoem (PT), Tom Thomas (TT), Marian Thorpe (MT), Fred Urie (FU), Mike Veltri (MV),
Rob Waldhuber (RW), Jim Watt (JWa), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Brian Wylie (BW),
many observers (m.obs.).

Waterloo [ WT]
Wellington [ WL]

Brant#: One ad. at Bayfront Park, Hamilton [ /M] May 15*-21 (fide CE;
m.obs.); 36 past Fifty Point C.A. [ HM/NG] May 24 (CL); one at Bronte Windermere Basin [ /M] May 9 (GB).

Harbour [#] May 27 L (SE). Green-winged Teal: 16 at Britannia Rd E of 8t: Line May 2 (RD,BC); three
American Wigeon: Two at Britannia Rd E of 8t Line [ /L] May 5 (CE); one at Windermere Basin May 9 (GB).

m. +one £ at Suncor Pier, Bronte [ HZ] May 21 (RD et al). Redhead: Two at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [ NG] May 16-21 (RD et al.).

Blue-winged Teal: Four at Dundas Marsh [M] May 1 (DKD); two at Ring-necked Duck: One m. + one f. at Windermere Basin May 21-23 (RD
Middletown Marsh [ HM] May 5 (BC); one m. off Green Rd [ HM] May 28 et al.), and one m. there May 27-31 (KM; m.obs.)
(RD,BC). s : : m.obs.).

Northern Shoveler: Eight at Dundas Marsh May 5 (DKD); five at
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Greater Scaup: Four off NE Shore of Harbour [ ZM] and one m. at Tollgate
Pond [ HM] May 21 (RD et al); one m. off Van Wagners Beach [ HM] (KM)
and one m. at E End of Harbour [ ZM] (RD) May 27.

Lesser Scaup: One m. at Tollgate Pond May 21 (RD et al); four at
Windermere Basin May 25-31 (RD,CE; m.obs.).

COMMON EIDER#: Two f. off Shoreacres [ /L] May 21*-24 (RD et al;
m.obs.) provided the 14th record for the HSA, the first since 2001, and our
latest spring record.

Surf Scoter: Three off Green Rd May 20 (BS,MS), and two m. there May 21
L (CE et al).

White-winged Scoter: 44 off Van Wagners Beach May 15 (RD); six off NE
Shore of Harbour May 21 (RD et al); two off Suncor Pier, Bronte May 22
(SM,CF,JBt); 10 on Harbour off LaSalle Marina [ HM] May 27 (RD).

Black Scoter: One f. off Green Rd May 21-22 (CE et al.); one off Fifty Point
C.A. May 24 L (CL).

Long-tailed Duck: One off Van Wagners Beach and three at Burlington
Ship Canal [ HM/HL] May 27 (KM); seven off Green Rd May 28 (RD,BC).

Bufflehead: Nine off LaSalle Marina May 15 (RD), and one f. there May 27
(RD).

Common Goldeneye: One off Green Rd May 20 L (BS,MS).

Hooded Merganser: One f. at Middletown Marsh May 5 (BC); two at
Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 16 (RD,BC).

Common Merganser: Three past Fifty Point C.A. May 21 (RD et al.); five
off Saddington Park, Port Credit [ PL] May 23 (RD et al.).

Red-breasted Merganser: Nine at Dundas Marsh May 5 (DKD); one off
Van Wagners Beach May 27 (RD,CE,DD).

Ruddy Duck: One m. at Van Wagners Ponds [ HM] May 5 (RD); 15 off
Woodland Cemetery [ HM] May 6 (RD); one f. at Great Lakes Blvd &
Rebecca Stormwater Pond [ HL] May 12-26 (MJ); 10 at Grimsby Sewage
Ponds May 20 (BS,MS); seven at Windermere Basin May 28-30 (RD,BC,CE).

Ruffed Grouse#: One terr. at Conc 8, Beverly Swamp [ HM] May 19
(RD,BC,CE); one at Hyde Tract [ HM] May 21 (DD et al.); one at Valens C.A.
[HM] May 22 (GB et al.); one at Currie Tract [ HL] May 28 (NM,IC,ZB).

Wild Turkey: Up to four at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 [ HM] May 1-30 (PS);
a nest with seven eggs at Ruthven Park, Cayuga [ HD] May 25 (PT).

Red-throated Loon#: One off Van Wagners Beach May 15 L (RD).

Common Loon: 12 off Port Credit Harbour [ PL] May 1 (RD); two over
Dundas [ /M) and one off Van Wagners Beach May 15 (RD); six off
Saddington Park, Port Credit May 23 (RD ef al.); one past CCIW [HL] May
27 (RD).

Pied-billed Grebe: One at Desjardins Canal, Dundas [ HM] May 15 (RD);

one terr. at Grass Lake [ W7] May 21 (RD et al.); one terr. at Clappison
Corners Wetland [ HM] May 30 (RD).

Horned Grebe: Five off Port Credit Harbour May 1 L (RD).

Red-necked Grebe: 14 off Port Credit Harbour May 1 (RD); a pair at Bronte
Harbour were nest building by May 21 and had laid one egg by May 31
(GE,SE; m.obs.); 36 off Rattray Marsh [ PL] May 23 (RD et al.).

American White Pelican#: One ad. at Dundas Marsh May 2-6 (RD;
m.obs.), and May 22-26 (DKD).

American Bittern#: Two terr. at Safari Rd Wetland [ HM] May 2-29
(CE,DD; m.obs.); one terr. at Valens Rd & Conc 6 [ HM] May 2-21 (CE,DD;
RD et al); one at Conc 10 E of Westover Rd [ /W] May 19 (TT).

Cattle Egret#: One at Centre Rd N of Conc 5, Waterdown [ HM] May 30 *
(IR).

Green Heron: One at Edgelake Park, Stoney Creek [ HM] May 16 (RD,BC);
three at Onondaga Farms [ BR] May 21 (RD et al.).

Black-crowned Night-Heron: One ad. at Stoney Creek Ravine [ HM] May
17 (RD); seven at Burlington Beachstrip [ /L] May 27 (CE).

Osprey: A pair building a nest on a communications tower at Hwy 6 & Hwy
403 [HL] May 2-31 (KWi; RD; m.obs.).

Bald Eagle: One ad. at N Shore of Cootes Paradise [ HM] May 1-11 (DKD;
m.obs.), and one 31 ba. there May 2 (RD); a total of four birds counted at
Beamer C.A. [NG] May 5-9 (NPH); two ad. at Ruthven Park May 15 (RL);
one ad. over Sunrise Cres, Dundas [ HM] May 22 (RD).

Northern Harrier: One m. + one f. at 10t Rd E N of Green Mt Rd [ HM)|
May 21 (CE et al).

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One terr. at Middletown Marsh May 21 (BC et al.).

Co o per 6 sOndfaomaknest at Appleby Creek N of Lakeshore Rd [ HL]
May 21 (CE et al.).

Northern Goshawk#: One at Beamer C.A. May 6 L (NPH).
Red-shouldered Hawk: One at Beamer C.A. May 9 L (NPH).

Broad-winged Hawk: One terr. at Conc 8, Beverly Swamp May 19 (TT);
one ad. at Powerline & Paddy Green Rds [ HM] May 20 L (RD); one ad. at
Hyde Tract May 21 (RD et al).

Rough-legged Hawk: Two at Beamer C.A. May 8 L (NPH).
Golden Eagle#: One at Beamer C.A. May 2 L (NPH).

Merlin#: Birds counted at Beamer C.A.: 1 -May 4, | -May 5, 2 —May 11
(NPH); one at Bronte May 21 (RD et al.).

Peregrine Falcon#: The nest at Sheraton Hotel, Hamilton [ /M) had hatched
three chicks by May 9 (MS); one at Shell Park [ /L] May 12 (JWa); one pair
nesting at Burlington Lift Bridge [ /M/HL] had chicks by May 21 (RD;
m.obs.).

Virginia Rail#: One terr. at Dundas Marsh May 1-22 (DKD); one terr. at
Safari Rd Wetland May 2 (CE,DD), and two terr. there May 16-29 (BC; RD et
al)); one terr. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 6 (GH); one at Rattray Marsh
May 10 (WR).

Sora#: One terr. at Dundas Marsh May 1-22 (DKD); two terr. at Valens Rd &
Conc 6 May 2 (CE,DD), and one there May 21 (RD et al.); one at Dr. William
Connell Park, Hamilton Mountain [ /M| May 2 (DPr,DLi); one terr. at
Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 6 (GH); one terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 16-
29 (BC; KWi,AWi).

Common Gallinule (formerly Common Moorhen)#: One terr. at Grass
Lake May 21 * (RD et al.); one terr. at Dundas Marsh May 22 (DKD); one
terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 29 (KWi,AWi).

Sandhill Crane#: One over Conc 8 E of Middletown Rd [ HW] May 3 (PS);
one over Middletown Marsh May 5 (BC); three past Beamer C.A. May 6
(NPH); one over Conc 8 at Spencer Creek [ /W] May 8 (PS); one terr. at
Grass Lake May 21 (RD et al.); two over West Hamilton Mountain [ HM] May
25 L (BMK); a terr. pair at Blue Lake [ BR] May 27-31 (GSi).

Black-bellied Plover: Two at 5t Rd E N of Green Mt Rd [ HM] May 7 *
(AD); one past Saddington Park, Port Credit May 23 (RD et al); four at
Windermere Basin May 27 (KM).

Semipalmated Plover: Two at 5t Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 7 (AD), and
one there May 21 (RD et al); one at Middletown Rd S of Conc 5 [ HM] May
20 (BS,MS); eight at Windermere Basin May 28 (RD,BC,CE), and one there

Least Bittern#: Two terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 21-29 (RD et al.); one at May 31 L (RD).

Dundas Marsh May 21 (DKD).

Solitary Sandpiper: Three at Britannia Rd E of 8th Line and two at

Great Blue Heron: Five on nests NW of Britannia Rd & Hwy 407 [HL] May Clappison Corners Wetland May 2 (RD,BC); three at Middletown Rd S of

2 (RD,BC).

Great Egret#: One roosting at Hickory Island, Cootes Paradise [ HM] May
21 (DD et al.); one at Conc 4 & Ofield Rd [ HM] May 31 (BC).

Conc 4 [ HM] May 19 (RD,BC,CE); one at 5t Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 21
L (RD et al).
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Greater Yellowlegs: Three at Clappison Corners Wetland May 2 (RD,BC);
one at Fifty Point C.A. May 24 L (GH).

Lesser Yellowlegs: Five at 5t Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 17 (RD), and
one there May 21-25L (RD et al.); three at Middletown Rd S of Conc 5 May
19 (RD,BC,CE).

Upland Sandpiper#: One terr. pair at Dofasco Trail & 10 Rd E [ HM] May
20-29 (RD; m.obs.).

Whimbrel#: 45 past Saddington Park, Port Credit May 23 * (CE et al.), and
76 there May 24 (KMN,RSp); one at Fifty Point C.A. May 24 (CL,GH); 66 at
Van Wagners Beach May 27 (CE,DD).

Ruddy Turnstone: Seven past Saddington Park, Port Credit May 23 * (RD
et al); one at Fifty Point C.A. May 24 (CL); one at Windermere Basin (KM)
and one at Van Wagners Beach (RD,CE,DD) May 27; one at Bronte Harbour
May 31 (GE,SE).

Red Knot#: One past Saddington Park, Mississauga May 23 * (RD et al.).
Sanderling: Two at Windermere Basin May 25 * (RD,CE).

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Birds on May 23 *: 85 —Saddington Park, Port
Credit, 12 —Van Wagners Beach, 19 -5t Rd E N of Green Mt Rd (RD et al.);
20 at Great Lakes Blvd, Bronte [ /L] May 26 (MJ); birds at Windermere
Basin: 10 —-May 27-28 (KM; m.obs.), 40 —-May 29 (RD), 19 -May 31 (RD); 20
at 5th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 29 (RD).

Least Sandpiper: Five at Clappison Corners Wetland May 12 (RD); 16 at
Great Lakes Blvd, Bronte May 12 and five there May 26 (MJ); 40 at
Middletown Rd S of Conc 4 May 19 (RD,BC,CE); 10 at 5t Rd E N of Green
Mt Rd May 21 (RD et al.); one at Windermere Basin May 28 L (RD,BC,CE).

White-rumped Sandpiper#: Two at Windermere Basin May 25%*-29
(RD,CE; m.obs.); one at Upper Middle & Sutton Stormwater Pond [ /L] May
29 (MJ).

Pectoral Sandpiper: One at 5t Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 22 L
(SM,CF,JBt).

Dunlin: 17 at Rattray Marsh May 8 (WR); eight at 5t Rd E N of Green Mt
Rd May 17 (RD), and 13 there May 24 (PA); nine at Middletown Rd S of
Conc 4 May 19 (RD,BC,CE); 16 at Windermere Basin May 21 (RD et al.),
and 35 there May 27-28 (KM; m.obs.); 12 at Burloak Waterfront Park [ HL]
May 24 (MJ).

Ruff#: One black male at Britannia Rd E of 8th Line May 1 * (DP; CE,DD).
Short-billed Dowitcher: One at Windermere Basin May 22 * (SM,CF,JBt).

Wi | s 0 n d One St Britapnéa Rd E of 8t Line May 2 (RD,BC); one terr.
at 5th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 20 (RD).

American Woodcock: One f. incubating a nest with four eggs at Ruthven
Park May 2 (CMa,CHa).

Wi | s o mareopef. One m. at Windermere Basin May 28*-29 (CE,;
m.obs.).

Frankl i n ®seadGuPbrl Cédit Harbour May 25 * (DP).

Bonapar t &idenff Kty Point:C.A. May 21 (DD et al.); six 15t alt.
off Saddington Park, Port Credit and 12 off Rattray Marsh May 23 (RD et al.).

Iceland Gull#: Birds at Suncor Pier, Bronte: 2 2nd yr. —-May 10 (MJ), 1 It yr.
—May 21-22 (RD et al), 1 2nd yr. —~May 25 L (MJ); one 1+t alt. off Port Credit
Harbour May 23 (RD ef al); one 1t alt. at CCIW May 25 L (RD).

Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One ad. off Green Rd May 21 L (CE et al.).
Glaucous Gull: One ad. at Bronte Harbour May 7 L (DD).

Great Black-backed Gull: One 15t alt. at Van Wagners Beach May 15 (RD);
one 1%t alt. at Forty Mile Creek Park, Grimsby [ NG] May 17 (RD); two 13t alt.
at CCIW Breakwall May 21 (RD et al); one 1+t alt. off Rattray Marsh May 23
(RD et al).

Black Tern#: One at Clappison Corners Wetland May 11 * (TT; KN).
Common Tern: 22 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 16 (RD,BC).

For st er 0QuealfBeonttHarbour May 4-6 (MJ); one at Grimsby
Sewage Ponds May 19 (GH).

Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at Dundas Marsh May 12 * (DKD), and
another one there May 20 (DKD); one at Rock Chapel [ HM] May 13 (SD);
one at Riverwood Park, Mississauga [ PL] May 14 (RM); three at Currie Tract
May 28 (NM,IC,ZB); one at Conc 11, Puslinch [ WLZ] May 31 (FU).

Black-billed Cuckoo: Two at Hopkins Tract [ /M| and one at Shoreacres
May 19 * (DD).

Common Nighthawk: Three at Confederation Park [ HM] (MM) and one
over Burlington (PT) May 19 *; one at Cedar Springs Rd & Sideroad 2 [ HL]
May 21 (AMe,CC); one at Valens C.A. May 22 (GB et al.); three at McMaster
University Parking Lots [ ZM] May 30 (JBr); three over Kelson Ave & Hwy 8
[NG] May 31 (BM).

Chimney Swift: 20 at Cootes Dr, Dundas [ FM] May 1 (RD).

Red-headed Woodpecker#: One at Beamer C.A. May 2 * (NPH); one at
Shell Park May 3 (fide CL); one at Ruthven Park May 7 (RL); one at N Shore
of Cootes Paradise May 14 (DDa); one at John Bayus Park, Sheffield [ HM]
May 18 (BFo); one at Shoreacres May 17-28 (JCr; m.obs.); one at Conc 5 W
of Sheffield Rd [ HM] May 21 (RD et al.).

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 2 L
(RD).

Pileated Woodpecker: One at Beamer C.A. May 2 (NPH).

Olive-sided Flycatcher#: One at University of Guelph Arboretum [ WZ]
May 13 * (MH); one at Confederation Park May 15-16 (KWi,AWi; RD,BC);
one at Conc 5 W of Sheffield Rd [ HM] May 18 (CE,RD,BC); one at
Clappison Corners Wetland May 19 (TT); one at Hyde Tract May 21 (RD et
al)); one at Fifty Point C.A. May 28 L (RD,BC).

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Rattray Marsh May 10 * (WR).

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Shell Park [ HL] May 20 * (MJ); birds on
May 28: 4 —Ruthven Park (RL), 1 —Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW), 5 —Burlington
Beachstrip (CE,DD), 2 —Edgelake Park (RD,BC), 5 —Fifty Point C.A.
(RD,BC).

Acadian Flycatcher#: One SM at Moffat Swamp [ HL] May 31 * (FU).

Alder Flycatcher: One SM at Conc 8 & Westover Rd (RD,BC,CE) and one
Shoreacres (RC,GS) May 18 *; birds on May 28 L: 2 —Shoreacres
(RD,BC,RW), 2 —Burlington Beachstrip (CE,DD), 1 —Edgelake Park
(RD,BC).

ATr ai |l | 6s 0OnEdtRuthvantPakhMeay 12 * (RL).

Willow Flycatcher: One at Sherwood Forest Park [ HL] May 14 *
(RD,CE,DD).

Least Flycatcher: 12 at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); birds on May 28
L: 5 —Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW), 1 —Edgelake Park (RD,BC), 4 —Fifty Point
C.A. (RD,BO).

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Shoreacres May 28 L (RD,BC,RW).

Yellow-throated Vireo#: One at Ruthven Park May 7 (RL), and one there
May 27 (RL); two at Westdale Ravine [ HM] May 7 (JBr); one at Riverwood
Park, Mississauga May 7 and another one there May 14 (RM); two m. at N
Shore of Cootes Paradise May 13 (RD,CE,DD); one at Shell Park May 14
(RD,CE,DD); one at Bronte Harbour May 16 (MJ); one at Spencer Creek
Woods [ HM] May 16 (MM); two SM at Robertson Tract [ /L] May 28
(NM,IC,ZB).

Blue-headed Vireo: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 21 (RD et al.); two at
Bronte (MJ) and one at Edgelake Park (RD,BC) May 28 L.

Warbling Vireo: 15 at Shell Park and 10 at Shoreacres May 4 (DKD); 14 at
N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 13 (RD,CE,DD); 15 at Fifty Point C.A. May
16 (RD,BC).

Philadelphia Vireo: Birds on May 12 *: 2 —Bronte (MJ), 1 —SE Oakville
[HL] JWa), 1 —Rattray Marsh (WR); birds on May 28 L: 3 —Bronte Harbour
(MJ), 2 —Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW), 5 —Burlington Beachstrip (CE,DD), 1 —
Edgelake Park (RD,BC), 7 —Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC).
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Red-eyed Vireo: 14 at Fifty Point C.A. May 28 (RD,BC).

Common Raven#: One ad. + three juv. in a nest near Fletcher Creek
Ecological Preserve [ WL] May 11-21 (TT; RD et al.).

Purple Martin: Nine at LaSalle Park [ /L] May 15 (RD); 15 at Forty Mile
Creek Park, Grimsby May 17 (RD); 36 at Ruthven Park May 26 (RL).

Tree Swallow: 200 at CCIW May 3 (RD).
CIiff Swallow: Eight nesting at Valley Inn May 20 (RD).
Barn Swallow: 800 at CCIW May 3 (RD).

Tufted Titmouse#: One at Ruthven Park May 1 and another one there May
2-13 (RL); one SM at Appleby Creek N of Lakeshore Rd May 21-22 (RD et
al).

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One at Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW) and one at
Burlington Beachstrip (CE,DD) May 28 L.

Brown Creeper: One at Sherwood Forest Park May 21 L (CE et al).

Winter Wren: One at Shell Park May 14 L (RD,CE,DD); two SM at Lennon
Rd S of Gore Rd [ HM] May 21 (RD et al.); one SM at Fifty Point C.A. May
28 (RD,BC); one SM at Ruthven Park May 31 (RL).

Marsh Wren#: One SM at Dundas Marsh May 1 (DKD); one SM at 5t: Rd E
N of Green Mt Rd May 29 (RD).

Golden-crowned Kinglet: One at Hyde Tract May 21 (RD et al.).

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Two at Forty Mile Creek Park, Grimsby (RD) and
one at Shell Park (ED) May 17 L.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 18 at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 13
(RD,CE,DD).

Eastern Bluebird: One at Shell Park May 19 L (TT).

Veery: Three heard over St. George St, Brantford [ BR] at night May 2 (BL);
two at Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW) and one at Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC) May 28
L.

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Spencer Creek Woods May 16 * (MM); birds
on May 28 L: 2 —Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW), 9 —Burlington Beachstrip
(CE,DD), 3 —Edgelake Park (RD,BC), 3 —Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC), 1 —
Verhoeven Rd, Burlington [ L] (DD).

Swai ns on 8 §wohdard owes . George St, Brantford at night May 2
*(BL); 17 at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); birds on May 28 L: 8 —Bronte
(MJ), 5 —Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW), 13 —Burlington Beachstrip (CE,DD), 7 —
Edgelake Park (RD,BC), 7 —Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC).

Hermit Thrush: One at Burloak Woods [ HL] May 11 L (MJ).

Wood Thrush: Birds on May 28 L: 1 —Edgelake Park (RD,BC), 1 —
Burlington Beachstrip (CE,DD), 1 —Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC).

Brown Thrasher: One at Stoney Creek Ravine May 17 L (RD).
American Pipit: Two at Middletown Rd S of Conc 4 May 21 * (RD et al.).

Blue-winged Warbler: Three SM at Berry Tract [ HM] May 10 (SD); one at
N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 11 (DKD); three at Ruthven Park May 12
(RL); birds on May 14: 1m. —Shoreacres (RD,CE,DD), 1m. —Shell Park
(RD,CE,DD), 1 —Lakeside Park, Mississauga (JWa).

iBr ewst er 0 s BirdsW&Ruthydn Bark:#l ~May 4, Im. -May 10-13,
Im. -May 20 (RL); one m. at Currie Tract May 28 (NM,IC,ZB).

Golden-winged Warbler#: One m. at Forty Mile Creek Park, Grimsby May
17 * (RD); one SM NE of Arkell [ WL] May 21 (FU); one at Lakeside Park,
Mississauga May 23 (JWa).

Tennessee Warbler: Two at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 11 (DKD); 12
at Shoreacres May 14 (RD,CE,DD); 21 at Rattray Marsh May 15 (WR); nine
at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); 10 at Forty Mile Creek Park, Grimsby
May 17 (RD); birds on May 28: 1 —Bronte Harbour (MJ), 2 —Shoreacres
(RD,BC,RW), 2 —Edgelake Park (RD,BC), 2 —Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC); one
at Verhoeven Rd, Burlington May 29 L (DD).

Orange-crowned Warbler#: One at Forty Mile Creek Park May 6 F (GH);
birds on May 12: 3 —Bronte (MJ), 1 —Rattray Marsh (WR), 1 —Ruthven Park

(RL); one at Shell Park May 13 (M1J); one at SE Oakville (JWa) and one at
Riverwood Park, Mississauga (RM) May 14; one at Rattray Marsh May 15
(WR); one at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); two at Shoreacres May 20
(CE); one at Fifty Point C.A. May 23 L (TK).

Nashville Warbler: 17 at Bronte (MJ) and 15 at Rattray Marsh (WR) May
12; 29 at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); one at Burlington Beachstrip
(CE,DD) and one at Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC) May 28 L.

Northern Parula: 11 at Bronte (MJ) and 8 at Rattray Marsh (WR) May 12;
12 at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); six at Stoney Creek Ravine May 17
(RD); one f. at Bronte Harbour (MJ) and two at Burlington Beachstrip
(CE,DD) May 28 L.

Yellow Warbler: 16 at Dundas Marsh May 1 (DKD); 50 at N Shore of
Cootes Paradise May 11 (DKD); 33 at Rattray Marsh May 12 (WR).

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Westdale Ravine May 7 * (JBr); 25 at
Rattray Marsh (WR) and 17 at Bronte (MJ) May 12; 55 at Rattray Marsh May
15 (WR); 18 at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); 10 at Stoney Creek Ravine
May 17 (RD); two at Ruthven Park May 30 L (RL).

Magnolia Warbler: One m. at Wilmot Park, Bronte [ /L] May 2 * (MJ); 22
at Bronte May 12 (MJ); 52 at Rattray Marsh May 15 (WR); 26 at Fifty Point
C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); 12 at Burlington Beachstrip (CE,DD) and 15 at Fifty
Point C.A. (RD,BC) May 28; two at Ruthven Park May 30 L (RL).

Cape May Warbler#: One m. at Wilmot Park, Bronte May 2 (MJ); one at
Shell Park May 4 (DKD); one at Forty Mile Creek Park May 6 (GH); one at
Shoreacres May 7 (AD); one at Lakeside Park, Mississauga May 8 (JWa);
three at Shoreacres May 12 (RD,JBr); one f. at N Shore of Cootes Paradise
May 13 (RD,CE,DD); birds on May 14: 4 —Shoreacres (RD,CE,DD), 1 —Shell
Park (RD,CE,DD), 1f. —Fifty Point C.A. (MV), 2 —Riverwood Park,
Mississauga (RM); three at Rattray Marsh May 15 (WR); birds on May 16: 1 —
N Shore of Cootes Paradise (DKD), 1 —Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC), 2m. —
Confederation Park (RD,BC); one m. at Stoney Creek Ravine May 17 (RD);
one f. at Bronte May 20 (MJ); one m. at Fifty Point C.A. May 23 L (TK).

Black-throated Blue Warbler: 24 at Bronte May 12 (MJ); 18 at Rattray
Marsh May 15 (WR); 20 at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); one at Ruthven
Park May 29 L (RL).

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 27 at Dundas Marsh May 1 (DKD); birds at N
Shore of Cootes Paradise: 150 -May 2 (RD), 80 —May 11 (DKD), 45 -May 13
(RD,CE,DD); 40 at Shell Park May 4 (DKD); 32 at Edgelake Park May 10
(RD); 27 at Shoreacres May 12 (RD); 158 at Rattray Marsh May 12 (WR); 52
at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC), and one there May 28 L (RD,BC).

Black-throated Green Warbler: 11 at Shell Park May 4 (DKD); 15 at
Rattray Marsh May 15 (WR); birds on May 28 L: 3 —Bronte Harbour (MJ), 1 —
Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW), 6 —Edgelake Park (RD,BC), 2 —Fifty Point C.A.
(RD,BC).

Blackburnian Warbler: Nine at Shell Park May 14 (RD,CE,DD), and 15
there May 17 (ED); 17 at Rattray Marsh May 15 (WR); 10 at Fifty Point C.A.
May 16 (RD,BC); one at South Shell Waterfront Park May 29 L (M1J).

Yellow-throated Warbler#: One m. at Rattray Marsh May 8 (WR) was the
fourth record for the HSA this spring.

Pine Warbler: Three at Bronte May 12 (MJ); three SM + one f. at LaSalle
Park May 15 (RD).

Prairie Warbler#: One m. at Forty Mile Creek Park (CL) and one at Shell
Park (AMC,JMC) May 13 *; one at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (MV), and one
there May 24 L (CL); one SM at Conc 6 W of Westover May 19-31
(RD,BC,CE; m.obs.); one m. SW of Clair & Gordon Sts, Guelph [ WL] May
20 (MCa et al.).

Palm Warbler: 14 at Dundas Marsh May 1 (DKD); one “yellow”
hypochrysea subspecies at Sherwood Forest Park May 5 (CE); 12 at Westdale
Ravine May 7 (JBr); 14 at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 11 (DKD); 18 at
Bronte May 12 (MJ); 11 at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); two at Bronte
May 20 L (M1).

Bay-breasted Warbler: One at Shoreacres May 1 * (CEy,NE,KB) was
record early for the HSA; 11 at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); birds on
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May 28 L: 1f. —Burloak Waterfront Park (MJ), 1 —Burlington Beachstrip
(CE,DD), 1 —Edgelake Park (RD,BC), 2 —Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC).

Blackpoll Warbler: One m. at Shell Park May 5 * (DKD); birds on May 28:
12 —Bronte (MJ), 3 —Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW), 6 —Burlington Beachstrip
(CE,DD), 4 —Edgelake Park (RD,BC), 12 —Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC).

Cerulean Warbler#: One at Currie Tract May 11 (fide MT); one m. at Fifty
Point C.A. May 19 (GH); one SM at Ruthven Park May 20-23 (NF); two at
Woodland Cemetery May 24 L (MG).

Black-and-white Warbler: 13 at Rattray Marsh May 15 (WR); nine at Fifty
Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); birds on May 28 L: 1f. —Bronte Harbour (M), 2
—Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW), 2 —Edgelake Park (RD,BC).

American Redstart: One m. at Shell Park May 6 * (MJ); 30 at N Shore of
Cootes Paradise May 11 (DKD), and 20 there May 16 (DKD); 29 at Bronte
(MJ) and 25 at Rattray Marsh (WR) May 12; 25 at Rattray Marsh May 15
(WR); 17 at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); 10 at Edgelake Park and 16 at
Fifty Point C.A. May 28 (RD,BC); one f. at South Shell Waterfront Park May
29 L (MJ).

Prothonotary Warbler#: One m. + one f. at Lakeside Park, Mississauga
May 8 * (MCr; m.obs.); one at Grand River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford [ BR)]
May 8 (BP); one m. at Rattray Marsh May 16 (JWa).

Ovenbird: Birds on May 28 L: 2 —Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW), 1 —Edgelake
Park (RD,BC), 1 —Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC).

Northern Waterthrush: Two at Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW) and one at Fifty
Point C.A. (RD,BC) May 28 L.

Louisiana Waterthrush#: One SM near Merrick Field, Dundas Valley C.A.
[HM] May 6*-21 (BW; m.obs.); two at Riverwood Park, Mississauga May 7
(RM); one at Rattray Marsh May 15 L (WR).

Connecticut Warbler#: Birds at Shoreacres: 1 ~-May 18 * (RC et al.), 1f. —

May 25 (CE), 1f. -May 28 (RW; JWa); one f. at Burloak Waterfront Park May

24 (MJ); one at Badenoch [ WL] May 31 L (FU).

Mourning Warbler#: Birds at Ruthven Park: 1 -May 12 *, 1 -May 18, Im.
—May 20, 1 -May 29, 1 -May 30 (RL); birds at Shoreacres: Im. -May 13
(DLi), Im. —-May 14 (RD,CE,DD), 1 —May 20 (CE); one at Riverwood Park,
Mississauga May 14 (RM); one at Rattray Marsh May 15 (WR); one m. at
Spencer Creek Woods May 16 (MM); two m. at Fifty Point C.A. May 16

Scarlet Tanager: Birds on May 6 *: 1m. ~-Woodland Cemetery (RD), 1 —
Forty Mile Creek Park (GH), 1m. —Cayuga [ HD] (CPo); six at Shell Park and
three at Shoreacres May 14 (RD,CE,DD); three at Shoreacres May 28 L
(RD,BC,RW).

Eastern Towhee: One f. at Shoreacres May 14 L (RD,CE,DD).

American Tree Sparrow: Two at Middletown Marsh May 5 (BC); one at
Northview Cres, Burlington [ /L] May 7 (MJ); birds at Ruthven Park: 2 —-May
2-6, 1 -May 7, 3 -May 11-12, 1 -May 13-15L (RL).

Clay-colored Sparrow#: One SM at Conc 1 & Conc 7, Puslinch [ WLZ] May
9 (DBr); one m. at Ruthven Park May 10 (RL); one SM at Northland
Nurseries, Millgrove [ /M) May 11 (TT); one at Fifty Point C.A. May 19-23L
(GH; TK); one at Superior Ct E of Burloak Rd [ /L] May 20 (MJ); one SM at
Powerline & Paddy Green Rds May 20 (RD).

Field Sparrow: One at Van Wagners Ponds May 5 L (RD).

LARK SPARROWE#: One at Windermere Basin May 30 * (KM) provided
the 7th record for the HSA.

Grasshopper Sparrow#: One at Guelph Line & Upper Middle Rd [ HL]
May 11 * (MT); two SM at Conc 6 W of Westover May 19 (RD,BC,CE);
birds on May 21: 1SM —Rockton Sparrow Field [ HM], 2SM —Conc 6 E of
Hwy 8 [HM)], 2SM —Grass Lake, 1SM near Fletcher Creek Ecological
Preserve (RD et al).

Nel sonds ®npecatSupedion@tE of Burloak Rd May 29 * (MJ;
CE) provided the second spring record for the HSA.

Fox Sparrow: Two at Shell Park May 5 (MJ); one at N Shore of Cootes
Paradise May 11 L (DKD).

Li ncol nd sNigpt&iftyP@nnwC.A. May 16 (RD,BC); one at
Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW) and two at Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC) May 28 L.
White-throated Sparrow: 33 at Shell Park May 1 (RD); 25 at Rattray Marsh

May 12 (WR); 26 at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC), and one there May 28
L (RD,BC).

White-crowned Sparrow: 42 at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); two at
Bronte Harbour (MJ) and one at Van Wagners Beach (RD,CE,DD) May 27 L.

Dark-eyed Junco: One at Bronte May 6 (MJ); one at Shoreacres May 12 L
(RD,JBr; CE).

(RD,BC), and one m. there May 28 L (RD,BC); one m. at SE Oakville May 16 Indigo Bunting: One m. at Ruthven Park May 1 F (RL).

(JWa); one m. at Shell Park May 17 (ED); one m. + one f. at Dundas Valley
C.A. May 19 (RD); one m. at Dunning Ct, Dundas [ /M] May 19 (MM); one
SM at Hyde Tract May 21 (RD et al); one at Fifty Point C.A. May 23 (TK);
one SM at Cedar Springs Rd & Sideroad 2 May 25 (AMe,CC); one f. at
Bronte Harbour May 27 (MJ); two at Burlington Beachstrip May 28 L
(CE,DD); three SM at Currie Tract May 28 (NM,IC,ZB).

Common Yellowthroat: 10 at Bronte May 12 (MJ); 15 at Burlington
Beachstrip (CE,DD) and 10 at Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC) May 28.

Yellow-headed Blackbird#: One 1st yr. m. at South Shell Waterfront Park
May 6 * (MJ; m.obs.) provided the 11th record for the HSA.

Rusty Blackbird: One at Shell Park (RD,CE,DD) and one at Lakeside Park,
Mississauga (JWa) May 14; one at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 (RD,BC); 10 at 8th
Rd E at Vinemount Swamp May 17 L (RD).

Orchard Oriole#: One at Linden Dr, Dundas [ HM] May 2 (JLi); one m. at
Burloak Waterfront Park May 6 (MJ); one at Rattray Marsh May 10 (WR);

Hooded Warbler#: One at Shell Park May 4 (DKD); one f. at Rattray Marsh birds at Ruthven Park: 1m. -May 10, 2 -May 11-14, 1 -May 20, 2 -May 24, 2

May 10 (WR); one f. at Ruthven Park May 14 (RL); one SM at Martins Rd,

—May 31 (RL); one at Lakeside Park, Mississauga May 14 (JWa); one m. at

Dundas Valley C.A. May 19-21 (RD et al); one m. at Fifty Point C.A. May 23 Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 21 (RD e al); four m. at Bronte Creek Prov.

L (TK).

Wi | son6s TwWeeatBpkneerCreek Woods May 12 * (DKD); birds
on May 28: 15 —Bronte (MJ), 20 —Shoreacres (RD,BC,RW), 16 —Burlington
Beachstrip (CE,DD), 4 —Edgelake Park (RD,BC), 8 —Fifty Point C.A.
(RD,BC); four at Ruthven Park May 30 (RL).

Canada Warbler: Birds on May 12 *: 4 —Ruthven Park (RL), 1 —Spencer
Creek Woods (DKD), 2 —Rattray Marsh (WR); two SM at Lennon Rd S of
Gore Rd May 21 (RD et al); birds on May 28: 4 —Bronte (MJ), 7 —Shoreacres
(RD,BC,RW), 4 —Burlington Beachstrip (CE,DD), 6 —Fifty Point C.A.
(RD,BC), 1 —Edgelake Park (RD,BC); one at Sunrise Cres, Dundas May 29 L
(RD).

Yellow-breasted Chat#: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 28 * (RD,BC et al.).
Summer Tanager#: One f. at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 6 *

(PSc,CSc); one 1st alt. m. at Lakeshore Rd, Oakville [ /L] May 12-19L (DMa);

one f. at Sherwood Forest Park May 14 (RD,CE,DD).

Park May 22 (AE,JE); one at Fifty Point C.A. May 23 (TK); one f. at Cedar
Springs Rd & Sideroad 2 May 24 (AMe,CC).

Baltimore Oriole: Ten at Shoreacres May 12 (CE).

Purple Finch: Five at Shell Park May 2 (MJ); one at Westover Rd N of Conc
8 May 6-24 and three f. there May 7 (PS); one at Ruthven Park May 8 and one
there May 14 (RL); one f. at Jeanette Dr, Oakville [ /L] May 16-18 (BMo);
four at Cedar Springs Rd & Sideroad 2 May 25 (AMe,CC).

Pine Siskin: One at Bronte May 6 (CE); one at Ruthven Park May 11-12
(RL); two at Norma Cres, Ancaster [ HM] May 11 (SMG); five at Iroquoia
Heights C.A. [HM] May 11 (WB); two at Jeanette Dr, Oakville May 1-18
(BMo); two at Hyde Tract May 21 (RD ef al); two at Cedar Springs Rd &
Sideroad 2 May 25 (AMe,CC).

Please send your bird records for June-July 2011 by December 10 to: Rob
Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H 3S1; ph: (905) 628-0297; e-mail:
rdobos@cogeco.ca
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Calendar
Upcoming Field Events, Monthly Meetings, and Other Events

Events

Date & Description Location &
Time Address
Sun. EXPLORE, LEARN AND WONDER at RBG. Encourage children to appreciate the Nature Centre,

Dec.11 environment by fostering a sense of curiosity. Nature Centre staff have gathered Arboretum

2-4pm treasures from nature’s bounty and developed great holiday crafts to create and have location, Old
fun while learning about the environment. As part of the afternoon, staff guide a hike Guelph Road,
to explore, learn and wonder. Pre-registration required on line at www.rbg.ca or call Dundas
Programs 905-527-1158 ext 270. RBG Members: $10 (family rate $25); Non-members:
$12 (family rate $30).

Mon. HNC MONTHLY MEETING: GEOLOGIC JOURNEY - WORLD: BRINGING GEOLOGY TO THE | RBG Main Centre,
Dec.12 NATION with Nick Eyles. This talk will explore the scientific and logistical challenges 680 Plains Road
7:30 pm of bringing the story of how our planet works to a wide public television audience. West, Burlington.

Come early | Nick Eyles, PhD, DSc, PGeo, is Professor of Geology at the University of Toronto. He is
for an award-winning author and was chief scientific advisor to the CBC’s highly successful

refreshments | series Geologic Journey-Canada in 2007 and the host of the five part Geologic

and social. | Journey-World.

Tue. SANCTUARY LAND TRUST COMMITTEE MEETING The Sanctuary Land Trust Committee to be determined

Dec.13 works to protect natural lands and to steward the nature sanctuaries. It also runs an
7 -9 pm | active outdoor education program for students in downtown Hamilton. If this sounds
interesting, and you'd like to learn more, please join us at our monthly meetings.
There is plenty of work to be shared, and we always have a lot of fun! Location &
Address: TBD, contact Jen Baker (905-524-3339 or land@hamiltonnature.org.
Wed. FAMILY WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION at RBG Come on a guided hike through the | Nature Centre,
Dec.21 woods at night, and then enjoy a roaring bonfire to welcome the sun back and share Arboretum
7 - 9 pm | stories that explore the turning of the season. It's the first day of winter and the location, Old
shortest day of the year but after December 21, the days do begin to get longer — Guelph Road,
and that’s worth celebrating! Pre-registration required on line at www.rbg.ca or call Dundas
Programs 905-527-1158 ext 270. RBG Members: $10 (family rate $25); Non-members:
$12 (family rate $30).

Mon. HAMILTON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT This annual tradition has always occurred on

Dec.26 Boxing Day in the Hamilton area. It is part of a continent-wide program to monitor bird
populations. It may surprise you to find out how many different species are spotted
during this all day bird count. Contact Tom Thomas at 905-689-5920 to confirm your
count area or to join in the fun.

2 0 1 2
Jan. OWL PROWL Each year the Mountsberg Conservation Area in Campbellville offers an Mountsberg
13,14,28,29 | Owl Prowl evening, occurring throughout two weekends in January. Adult owl prowls are | Conservation
(4 dates) on January 13th and January 29th, prowl time 7:00 - 9:00 pm. For prowls with children | Area,

and seniors, they are January 14th and January 28th, from 6:30 - 8:30 pm. Costs for
adults are $16.95 tax included, $11.30 for children tax included and Seniors $11.30 tax
included. To book your reservation, please call the centre early as these events sell
out quickly at 905-854-2276 or book online at mtsberg@hrca.on.ca.

Campbellville.
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Mon.
Jan9
7:30 pm
Come early
for social &

HNC MONTHLY MEETING: SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ON SVALBARD ISLAND. Rick Ludkin,
head bird bander at Ruthven Park Banding Lab, will be giving a presentation on his
experience in the summer of 2011. For seven weeks, Rick worked with a small team of
fieldworkers doing research on Svalbard Island. His talk will cover both the research he
was involved with, as well as the practical elements of working out of an isolated

RBG Main Centre,
680 Plains Road
West, Burlington.

refreshments | Arctic field camp.
Sat. WINTER BIRDS at RBG. Join RBG staff member lan Hendry on a hike to learn more
Jan.14 about birds that brave our Ontario winters. Great program for kids to learn how to
10 am until | identify the birds that stay with us all winter. Dress for the weather. RBG Members: $10
noon (family membership rate $25); Non-members: $12 (family rate $30). Pre-registration
required on line at www.rbg.ca or call Programs at 905-527-1158 ext.270
Mon. BIRD STUDY GROUP: NURTURING A FEATHERED LEGACY - THE STORY OF WILD Burlington
Jan.16 ONTARIO. Presentation by Jenn Bock at the Burlington Senior's Centre in Senior's Centre
7:30 Auditorium B 2285 New Street
Sat. SNOWSHOEING/WINTER WALK AT THE GARDENS at RBG Join adventurous folk for Nature Centre,
Jan.21 an informal afternoon of snowshoeing, nature watching, hot chocolate and fun with Arboretum
2-4pm Nature Centre staff. A nature walk substitutes if conditions aren’t suitable for location, Old
snowshoeing. RBG Members: $12/walk; Non-members: $15/walk. Pre-registration Guelph Road,
required on line at www.rbg.ca or call Programs 905-527-1158 ext 270. Dundas.
Thu. to Sun. | GUELPH ORGANIC CONFERENCE The largest organic marketing event of the year in Guelph University
Jan.26-29 | Canada, the Guelph Organic Conference is a wonderful winter outing for those wishing | Centre, University
to connect with organic goods and environmentally responsible products and services. of Guelph.
Entrance to this event is free, but workshops must be registered for a fee. For more
information see guelphorganicconf.ca or call 519-824-4120 ext 56205.
TueJan.24 | SANCTUARY LAND TRUST COMMITTEE MEETING The Sanctuary Land Trust Committee | Location to be
7 -9 pm works to protect natural lands and steward the nature sanctuaries. determined.
Thu. A YANKEE IN THE QUEEN'S GARDEN (an RBG Speaker’s Series presentation). Meet Royal | RBG Main Centre,
Jan.26 Botanical Gardens’ new head of horticulture and hear his impressions of and plans for | 680 Plains Road
7 - 8:30 pm | the RBG and the garden’s place in the world at large. Carlo Balistrieri provides an West, Burlington.
entertaining evening discussing his past, present, and future. Cost $15 RBG Members,
$18 Non-members. PRE-REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED.
Sun. IDENTIFYING WILDFLOWER REMAINS IN WINTER  Join Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Parking lot off
Jan.29 Lamothe at Sanctuary Park in Dundas in identifying a remarkable number of wildflowers | Sanctuary Drive in
1:30 pm which can still be seen at this time of year. Call 519-647-2371. Dundas.
Sundays GET BACK TO NATURE HIKE AT RBG Varying locations
2 - 3:30 pm | Every Sunday, (including holiday weekends). Free (donations welcome).Enjoy the great on RBG property.

outdoors and spend healthy, active, quality time with your friends and family. Keep an
eye out for Bald Eagles, fox tracks, deer and other seasonal sightings. Every Sunday is
a different adventure!l NOTE: Our trails are rocky and muddy and not suitable for most
standard strollers, except those meant for off-sidewalk use. In the event of inclement
weather, call our Program Update Line at 905-527-1158, ext. 404; cancellation
messages are posted by 1 p.m. Dress for the weather and meet your leader at the
location noted at www.rbg.ca, Public Program Events Calendar, or page P11 of the
Public Program Booklet (on line).
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Did you know you could help protect
forever by leaving a bequest with 1
Hami | ton Natur

In the past, HNC members generously have left bequests, which
have helped the Club further its work to protect nature through
land preservation, conservation, education, and research.

If you are interested in creating a natural legacy and helping to
protect nature in perpetuity, please contact Jen Baker at
905-524-3339 or email land@hamiltonnature.org for more
information or for a copy of our free brochure.
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