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© Tim King
“None of our little brothers of the forest has such a mischievous countenance as the coon. The black patch across the face and surrounding the eyes like large goggles, and the black line extending from the long, inquisitive nose directly up the forehead give the coon’s face an
anxious expression; and the keenness of the big, beady, black eyes and the alert, “sassy” looking, broadly triangular ears, convince one that
the anxiety depictured in the face is anxiety lest something that should NOT be done be left undone...”
(Taken from the 1911 edition of Anna Comstock’s Handbook of Nature Study.) Photo taken on June 9, 2012 in Dundas Valley by Tim King.
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Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera). Walkerton, Ontario. May 24, 2012. Tim King.
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Hunting Panthers, Beewolves, and Members
Editorial by Herman van Barneveld

W

hat are some attributes that makes a hunter successful? First, a hunter needs an appropriate power
tool such as a gun, a bow and arrow, claws, or teeth.
But the tools are useless unless the hunter practices the skills that
are needed to use these tools. Next, a hunter needs patience and
good decision-making skills; you may have excellent skills to use
a hunting rifle, but if you try to pick off a deer while it’s still half
a kilometer away you will fail. Finally, a hunter will need an item
of prey.
Historically, the most feared hunter in the Hamilton area has
been the Mountain Lion, Cougar or American Panther. In the
English language there are apparrently another 39 names for this
cat. The latin name (Felis concolor) refers to the fact that this cat
has only one colour. The Ontario population is estimated to be
around 200 individuals and few people, even biologists, ever get a
glimpse of this feline in the wild (Eder, 2002).
I don’t remember how I found it. I’m not sure what I was looking for when I came across it, but I found an article in The Biological Review of Ontario from 1894 that describes occurences of
the Cougar in southern Ontario. It states that up to the latter part
of the 18th century the Cougar was a native resident species in
Ontario, and individuals have run into them on occasion. And
we’ll see that, when dealing with humans, these hunters may have
the power tools, the practice, and the patience, but talking about
picking the wrong prey!
I remember of hearing about this time (1826) of a man
of the name of Burkholder—I am not sure of the name,
but the circumstance I remember perfectly—who, on going home one night from York, was attacked by a Panther
on Baldwin’s Hill, near Yonge street. He had a desperate
fight with the beast, but he was a courageous and powerful man, and by using a heavy stick he succeeded in beating it off, but his clothes were torn to pieces, and he was
so badly hurt that he had to come back and stay for some
time in York before he was able to go home. This man,
Burkholder, was most likely one of the early settlers of
York Township, and the incident may have occurred some
time after 1812. (Doel, 1894)
The following story is of a Cougar that was ready to have a
human for prey as well. However, this individual decided to use
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some patience and better discretion instead:
In the year 1853 J was preaching on the Crosby circuit,
and Mr. Thomas Leggatt, a farmer of Crosby Township
(County of Leeds and Grenville), with whom I was boarding, gave me the following information : “ Several years
ago (1847 ?) I was going to visit my brother John one
morning in the fall of the year, and just as I was about
to cross the bridge, I heard a strange noise behind me. I
turned sharp around, and saw a large yellow animal coming towards me. As soon as I turned to face it, it stopped
and crouched down, ready for a spring, but I stood still
and faced it, when slowly it rose up and walked around,
trying to get behind me, which it could not do owing to the
creek. It walked backwards and forwards several times,
then turned around, threw up its long tail and disappeared in the woods. I was very much frightened, for I
knew that I had the terrible Panther before me. I knew
that if I ran away he would be upon me in a moment.”
Another account reflects an encounter that could have turned
out very nasty for a couple of dogs, as well as for their owner.
Mr. John Singleton, also a farmer in Crosby, living near
Mr. Leggatt’s, told me that in the next fall to the one referred to by Mr. Leggatt (1848 ?) he and his brother went
into the woods one evening in search of the oxen, which
had strayed away. Each took a different direction, and it
was getting quite dark when he heard a loud cry, and,
thinking it was his brother calling to him, he answered the
call. In a few moments the cry was repeated much nearer
to him ; he then knew it was the Panther, and he took
to his heels as fast as he could towards the clearings, the
animal following him closely until he came to the public
road, when he heard no more of it. His brother had got
home some time before, having found the oxen. Later in
the fall, one beautiful moonlight night, he was awakened
from his sleep by hearing his dogs barking savagely while
running up the lane towards the house, evidently chased
by some animal, and, knowing the dogs were not cowardly, he concluded something serious was wrong, and arose
out of bed, and on opening the door he saw the dogs run
into their kennel under the house, closely pursued by a
The Wood Duck - November, 2012

large yellow animal with a long tail. The opening of the
door attracted the beast’s attention, and prevented him
from following the dogs under the house. It was but the
act of a moment to seize his always loaded rifle and fire
at the animal, which then gave a frightful scream and ran
around the end of the house and jumped into the woods,
but he could not say whether it was wounded or not. The
scream was the same as he had heard in the woods when
searching for the oxen, only louder and wilder.
We don’t have to go back 150 years in time to come up with stories of encounters with Cougars. As a matter of fact, in June of this
year, a Cougar was spotted near the town of Mono, just North of
Orangeville. A month later, in Utterson, southwest of Huntsville,
police shot a Cougar after it had mauled a dog. However, this cat’s
claws were removed and it turned out that it was an escapee from
a nearby tiger and lion farm. Still, in the last six years there have
been over 30 sightings or evidences of this hunter in the province
of Ontario (Gillis, 2012). The items of evidence were in the form
of scat or a kill. The Ontario Puma Foundation has a map with
sightings, but they may not all be reliable. (Puma n.pag). No photograph has ever been taken of a wild Cougar in Ontario.
More common is a much smaller kind of hunter. Its tool includes a stinger on the back of its abdomen. It hunts adult bees. It
is referred to as a beewolf of the genus Philanthes. However, this
hunter doesn’t kill its prey. Instead, it paralyzes the bees using the
venom in its stinger.
While doing some plot monitoring at Spooky Hollow Nature
Sanctuary this past September 15, I had the good fortune to
watch these hunters at work and take some photos (see photos on
this page). The female carried the slightly smaller bee underneath
her body as she flew. She then dumped her cargo on a sandy spot
and began to dig a tunnel beside it. Next, (and this part I didn’t
witness) she’ll stuff the bee plus a number of other paralyzed bees
in the tunnel and place an egg on top. When the egg hatches, the

After dropping off the mining bee at a desirable location, the female
begins to dig the tunnel. Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary. Sept.15, 2012.
Photo by Herman van Barneveld.

larva will begin to feast on the harmless, fresh bees (Grissell,
2010). What a patience. And I’m sure a lot of practising and trial
and errors are required to accomplish such a feat.
In a way, I think we are all a hunter of sorts. Our items of prey
are birds, mammals, insects, or plants. We need great patience to
find the species we are looking for, sometimes covering many kilometers before we have a chance to observe our quarry. And how
much practice isn’t required to become adept at finding the best
locations or identifying these fast-flying dragonflies. As power
tool (I’m sorry, but I can’t very well use 3 words that start with a
‘p’ and one that starts with a ‘t’) we use our scopes, our binoculars,
or our cameras. The articles produced in this magazine and the
photographs that grace its pages are all made by hunters, not to
feed our young or our appetite for blood and meat, but to feed
our seemingly unsatiable appetite for knowing, for unlocking
secrets, for observing beauty, and for marveling at the amazing
world around us. And I think we do it for the hunt itself. Right?
Join the hunt! Share your experiences with fellow members on
the pages of the Wood Duck.
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A species of Beewolf (Philanthus solivagus) carrying what seems to be a
mining bee. Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary. Sept.15, 2012.
Photo by Herman van Barneveld.
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“Puma Sightings in Ontario Map”. Oct. 20, 2012. < http://www.
ontariopuma.ca/photos/map0708.jpg>
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Members’ Night
by Michael Rowlands

I

n recent years the Bird Study Group has devoted its final
meeting of the spring to having presentations from its members of interesting birding outings or other subjects of general interest to the membership. This past April’s meeting was no
exception.

Iceland’s west coast, are home to thousands of Black-legged
Kittiwakes. Iceland is a place where tectonic plates in the
earth’s crust meet, so there is plenty of volcanic activity there
and hot water geysers. One lake in the northeastern part of
the island never freezes and is home to Eurasian Wigeons.

Our first presentation was from Jen Baker, coordinator of the
HNC’s Land Trust Program. Her talk, entitled Prescribed Burn
at the Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary, walked us through the
steps leading up to the controlled burn of two one-acre areas in
the sanctuary on March 28, 2012. The overall goal was to remove
the invasive species from previously cleared parts of the pine
plantation and restore the native oak savannah. We birders can
hope that the restoration will also encourage birds that like this
habitat to come back to the sanctuary. (For further details on the
burn, seen Jen’s article in the May 2012 issue of The Wood Duck.)

The final presentation was a slide-show given by Cheryl
Edgecombe on behalf of Tom Thomas and was entitled Birding at the Beach. It featured birds seen and photographed
by Tom at different beaches in Ontario and Florida. As usual, Tom’s photos were brilliant and everyone enjoyed them.

Our next speaker was Gerry Mielke, who gave us an illustrated
talk on many of the Birds of Hawaii. Not only did Gerry show us
various pictures of each species, he shared little anecdotes about
many of them. For example, the Nene (pronounced nay-nay) is the
rarest goose, as it was nearly wiped out in the 1950s by the mongoose, introduced to get rid of rats but now recognized as a pest.
Today there are approximately 500 wild and captive Nenes in Hawaii. Pacific Golden-Plovers fly more than 2000 miles over water
to winter there and, in some places, yellow House Finches are more
common than the red ones, like those we have here in Ontario.

During our usual refreshment break, we played Barry Cherriere’s DVD entitled Warblers of Ontario: My Photo Encounters with 36 of Them. This is an excellent assembly of varied
pictures of 36 species of warblers. We saw males and females
of each species in different poses so that we could clearly see
the important field marks. The sound track featured the characteristic songs of these fascinating birds for those who also
bird by ear (or want to learn the songs so they can bird by ear).
To wrap up the meeting, we had our usual sightings report with Frank Morley. Spring migrants were definitely moving through the area and, with storms raging to the south
at the time of the meeting, those who were able were encouraged to get out the next day to look for rarities or early arrivals that might be swept into our study area by a cold front.

Next was Sandy Darling with a talk on Birding in Iceland,
where there are few trees so few passerines. Ducks and seabirds abound though! Common Eiders and Arctic Terns were
everywhere, he stated. Some of the best cliffs in Europe, on

The organizing committee and volunteers were thanked for
their hard work throughout the season and everyone was wished
good birding for the rest of the spring and all of the summer.

Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor).Rock Chapel, Flamborough.
August 30, 2012. Photo by Alexander L. Darling.

Juvenile Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus) going through its
first molt. 6th Concession Road, Flamborough. May 28, 2012.
Photo by Tom Thomas.
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The Effect of Urban Noise on the Song of Red-winged
Blackbirds with Lyndsay Cartwright
by Michael Rowlands

O

n September 17, 2012 at the Burlington Seniors’
Centre, Cheryl Edgecombe welcomed nearly 60
birders back from their summers and let everyone know the Bird Study Group (BSG) has been in existence now for 25 years. We will have a formal celebration of
this at our December meeting so plan now to be there, especially if you were at the inaugural meeting in September 1987!
Cheryl then took a moment to remember George Drought,
a former leader of the BSG in 2001-2002, who passed away on
May 18. George – a professional photographer, videographer,
author, avid canoe guide and instructor – was instrumental
in elevating the BSG to a new level of organization by forming a small executive group to share the various duties of running the monthly meetings. Sadly George died of Lou Gehrig’s
disease (ALS) after only a few years of retirement in Huntsville,
ON. He will be remembered fondly by HNC and BSG members for his films of canoe trips down famous Canadian rivers.
Helen Dutka then took the floor for a few minutes to
appeal to Club members to protest the plans to build
a mid-peninsula highway that would cut through the
Niagara Escarpment north of Burlington. She passed out
postcards that could be mailed to the Ontario government.
Our guest speaker for the evening was Dr. Lyndsay Cartwright, a student of bird ecology for the last 10 years on various projects and now a sessional instructor at Brock University in St. Catharines. Her talk was about research she
conducted as a post-doctoral fellow at McMaster University
with colleagues Dallas Taylor, David Wilson and Pat Chow-Fraser. Their 2010-2011 study was entitled “The influence of urban
noise on wetland birds in southern Ontario coastal marshes.”
Starting with the basics, she first explained that the songs of
marsh birds such as the Least Bittern serve numerous purposes. They communicate a male bird’s territory to other birds and
they attract female mates who respond to the diversity and delivery of the male’s repertoire of songs. Even the natural environment is full of noises, such as the wind, that can disrupt this
communication, so birds adapt by singing in the early morning
The Wood Duck - November, 2012

or later in the day when the winds are diminished. Unlike other animals like frogs that use changes in pitch to be heard over
natural noises, most birds have not adapted to urban noise.
Studies on European urban Great Tits (Parus major) suggested
that they had adapted to sing at a higher average minimum frequency in urban environments than in rural environments. Sonograms,
charts that record the frequency of a bird’s call versus time, showed
that they sang at frequencies above 2 kiloHertz (kHz) in areas where
background traffic noise below 2 kHz was present. Lyndsay and
her colleagues wanted to study how wetland species in southern
Ontario responded to the proximity of noisy urban environments.
Their previous research had shown that obligate marsh-nesters
(those who prefer a narrowly defined coastal wetland habitat) had
greater species variety and numbers in rural rather than urban areas.
Avoidance of urban wetlands could be due to many factors, including traffic noise pollution that stifles bird-to-bird communication.
To determine whether traffic noise influenced song structure
of marsh birds, it was necessary to break birdsong into a number
of components and study the effect of noise on each variable. In
traffic noise, it was hypothesized that: the duration of the song
would be shorter; the minimum frequency would be higher; the
frequency range would be narrower; the degree of randomness or
disorder of the song (entropy) would be lower (i.e., tonally purer);
and the number of syllables would be fewer. All of these adaptations would make it easier for the birds to communicate. It was
also hypothesized that marsh birds would change their diurnal
(or daily) pattern of singing based on the traffic noise rhythms.
To test these hypotheses in the field, it was necessary to
choose a species of marsh bird for closer study but point
counts that measured the sound pressure level of obligate wetland species in a variety of urban locations around the Golden
Horseshoe (and the Wye Marsh) indicated there were few of
these species in quantities sufficient for proper study. However, the Red-winged Blackbird, a generalist marsh bird that
breeds in both urban and rural areas, where traffic noise was
high or low, was plentiful. It had also been well-studied by other researchers and its songs were understood, so it was chosen.
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In field research in 2010-11 at various south Ontario coastal
wetlands, over 1300 10-minute recordings were made of Redwinged Blackbirds’ songs using a hand-held digital recorder with
a “shotgun” directional microphone. At the end of each recording the sound pressure level was measured to quantify any traffic
noise present.
To measure the patterns of the songs throughout the whole day,
permanent recording devices were installed in three urban and
two rural wetlands. These “song meters” recorded 15 minutes of
sound every 30 minutes from early morning to evening during
the 2012 breeding season (May to July).
To analyze the songs, sonograms were produced. The Redwing’s characteristic song consists of about six introductory syllables before a trill of several notes. Several computer programs
(Syrinx, Avisoft, Raven) were used to divide the songs into clips,
then count the syllables, as well as analyze the trills for duration,
frequency, and entropy.
Surprisingly there were no effects on the trills by the presence
of traffic noise but the number of pre-trill syllables decreased
as traffic noise increased. Lyndsay played us two sonograms to
demonstrate the differences between a rural song versus an urban
song. The daily song patterns were also different in rural and urban areas. Birds in urban areas were singing more during midday
than in the morning or the evening when traffic was noisier.
What do these various observations mean? The trill is important in defending territory and as a species recognition call, so it’s
important not to change. The pre-trill introductory syllables are

important to the repertoire of a territorial male for, according to
the “Beau Geste hypothesis,” a more diverse repertoire will ward
off non-territorial males, who avoid what they think is a denselysettled area when they hear a wide variety of songs. The pre-trill
syllables are also important in mate and individual recognition.
Further research will be needed to determine the long-term
implications of these findings – is communication between Redwings being impaired by urban traffic noise? Is productivity affected? (A nesting study in the summer of 2012 was looking into
this.)
After taking a few questions from the floor, Lyndsay was
thanked by Cheryl for her informative presentation and she was
a given a warm ovation from the appreciative audience. It’s always
good to hear from local avian researchers!
We next heard from Kevin McLaughlin who gave us an identification session on the field-mark differences between Blackbellied Plovers and American Golden-Plovers using excellent
photographs from Barry Cherriere. Kevin has a keen eye for the
subtleties of bird markings, especially in shorebirds and gulls, so
he outlined everything we needed to know to tell these two species apart.
During the refreshment break, a number of excellent and wellloved birding books donated by Don Perks were sold as a fund
raiser for the BSG. The evening concluded with the usual sightings roundup led by Frank Morley in which there were many reports of migrant shorebirds and passerines moving through the
area, reminding us all that Fall birding is upon us!

Correction: The high-flying neck-wrecker pictured on the back cover of
the October issue was a Cerulean Warbler.

Blue Jays, Cardinals, and Grackles that Dress Like Vultures.
by June Hitchcox - Courtesy of the “Apsley Voice”

I

n early August I received another interesting email inquiry,
from Bonnie this time. Bonnie had a Blue Jay visiting her
that had lost all its head feathers. Several years ago, we had a
Blue Jay like this at our cottage on Jack’s Lake and I had felt very
sorry for it, not knowing the cause. There is a chance that these
birds were attacked by mites perhaps. However, studies have been
made and the answer seems to be that this method of molting
feathers is used by a small percentage of adult birds within
certain species – particularly Blue Jays, Northern Cardinals and
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Common Grackles. Usually, gradual molting begins for the Blue
Jays sometime in late July or August. However, a few of them
lose all their head feathers at the same time – they become bald
or almost bald! Within two weeks or so, the Jays will grow new
feathers and will look like the birds we all know. Growing feathers
takes a lot of energy and Bonnie’s Blue Jay was making good use
of their cat’s kibble to get the energy to grow the feathers back.
(Just google “molting cardinal” and you’ll get the picture)
The Wood Duck - November, 2012

R e p o r t

o f

t h e

M o n t h l y

M e e t i n g

o f

S e p t e m b e r

2 0 1 2

Birding in and Natural History of Indonesia
by Louise Unitt

B

ob Curry, the main speaker at the HNC’s September
general meeting, is no stranger to the Club. A retired
high school teacher by profession, he is more familiar
to HNC members as a former President and long-time member. Among his many contributions to the Club is the publication of Birds of Hamilton and the Surrounding Areas in 2006.
An avid birder for over 50 years, Bob has chaired the Long Point
Bird Observatory and the Ontario Bird Records Committee, and
has written numerous articles on bird identification and distribution. His interests and expertise extend beyond birds to include reptiles, amphibians, dragonflies, butterflies and moths.
Jim Heslop’s introduction acknowledged Bob as an all-round
field naturalist, renowned for his knowledge of flora and fauna
within and beyond the Hamilton Study Area. Indeed, the adventure that Bob came to discuss unfolded on the far side of the globe,
in some of the most remote places he and his partner, Glenda Slessor, have ever been. In Borneo, where they spent the first two weeks,
they concentrated their efforts on Sabah and East Malaysia in the
north, since much of lower Borneo has been deforested. The rest
of their time was spent on the islands of Sulawesi and Halmahera.

Ivory-breasted Pitta (Pitta maxima). Halmahera, Indonesia.
October 18, 2011. Photo by Dave Beadle.

The group of ten naturalists was made up of HNC members
and friends. Bob Curry, Glenda Slessor, Bob Stamp, Hugh Currie, David Brewer and Larry Hubble were members of the Club
or closely connected to it. At nearly five weeks—from September
23 to October 26, 2011, the trip required considerable stamina.
The group would start out in the dark every day, often continuing
past nightfall. Because they had to stay completely immobile for
long periods, stools were a requisite. Everyone dressed in drab
colours and wore socks treated with salt water to repel leeches.
With the assistance of knowledgeable guides, the group identified somewhere between 400 and 500 species of bird during their visit. John Nair was their local leader in Borneo, and
Theo Hennoch took over for the balance of the trip. Within the
group, the naturalists had their own leader in Dave Beadle, an
internationally recognized bird illustrator and unrivalled birder. Dave lured birds into view with song recordings and provided all the bird pictures in Bob’s PowerPoint presentation.

This plant is known as the tropical pitcher plant or monkey cup, or as
Nepenthes burgidgeae by science. Mesilau Nature Reserve, Mount
Kinabalu, September 26, 2011. Photo by Rob Curry.
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Nearly two-thirds of Borneo’s 50 endemic species are montane
and can be found on Sabah’s Gunung Kinabalu, the highest peak
between West Papua and the Himalayas. The itinerary featured
birds from a variety of other habitats as well. While in the north,
the group spent several days on the Kinabatangan River, flanked
by lowland tropical forest. At Sabah’s Bristlehead Tower, an elevated walkway allows visitors to observe the monotypic BristlePage 57

head, a shrike relative. Suspension bridges offer good opportunities for viewing several kinds of hornbill. Bob reported sightings
of Rhinoceros, Knobbed, Black, Blyth’s, Bushy-crested and Wrinkled Hornbills, as well as a White-crested Hornbill, one of the
least common members of the family. An Oriental Pied Hornbill was photographed
eating tropical berries.

choose a site near hot springs or some other source of geothermal heat. Upon hatching, the chicks are highly precocial. The
group saw two species of megapode, the Maleo and Moluccan
Scrub-fowl. In search of the latter, they canoed past mangroves
towards an area of black volcanic sand. The birds flew in around 2
a.m. to deposit their eggs
on the heated surface.

In the course of their
Sunbirds are considtravels, our explorers
ered the equivalent of our
identified up to 16 spehummingbirds. Like othcies of kingfisher, includers of its genus, the Oliveing Beach, Black-billed,
backed Sunbird feeds on
Blue-and-white,
Paranectar. Bob noticed that
dise, Ruddy, Sombre,
Old World trogons such
Collared and Common
as the Red-rumped TroKingfisher. Also seen
gon sport more intense
Trilobite Beetle (Duliticola). Mount Kinabalu, Sabah, Borneo. September 27, 2011.
were two tiny birds—
colours than do their
Photo by Dave Beadle.
Rufous-backed
KingNew World counterfisher and the turquoise-backed Sulawesi Dwarf Kingfisher. The parts. The Striped Wren-babbler is one of many babblers that
Green-backed Kingfisher eats lizards, large crickets and other were seen. Boobooks, for example the Ochre-bellied Boobook,
invertebrates. The Scaly Kingfisher favours a deep forest habitat, are onomatopoeically named Old World hawk owls. All Bulbuls
which suits the lovely Lilac–cheeked Kingfisher too. A night- have muted plumage in shades of olive green; the Spectacled
time boat trip afforded the group a view of a Blue-eared King- Bulbul is no exception. Towards the end of the tour, the group
fisher; the Stork-billed Kingfisher is also most active at night. was fortunate to see an Invisible Rail. Little is known about this
rare and endangered bird, which is endemic to Halmahera.
Until its recent rediscovery, the Diabolical or Satanic Nightjar,
an endemic of Sulawesi’s montane forests, was known only from
There are 28 species of Pitta, striking birds that rank as a star
a 1931 specimen. The group was fortunate to see the bird in Lore attraction among the world’s birds. Bob described the RedLindu National Park. The Purple-bearded Bee-eater is another breasted Pitta as “aggravatingly difficult” to see. Two sightings
Sulawesi endemic. This species and the Blue-throated Bee-eat- deserve mention as highlights of the trip, both spotted within
er are among approximately 15 Old World species of Bee-eater. 100 metres of each other on Halmahera. The first was a magnificent Ivory-breasted Pitta, its dark back and creamy breast set off
There were sightings of a Yellow-sided and a Dark-sided Flowby vibrant red, blue and green accents. The second was a bird
erpecker (a banded individual), a Golden-naped Barbet, a pair
of paradise known as Wallace’s Standardwing, observed at its lek
of Mountain White-eyes, a scarce Fruit-hunter (a montane forest
after dark. (Fortunately for the species, the property on which
species), and a White-crowned
it was seen has been purchased
Shama, a chat whose beautito prevent it from being logged.)
ful song Bob played for us. The
Wallace’s Standardwing was disbeach was an idyllic setting from
covered by 19th century natuwhich they viewed offshore
ralist Alfred Russell Wallace,
frigatebirds in the distance.
who considered it “outrageous
in its excesses,” in reference to
Megapodes are a type of scrubthe garish standards that exfowl that abandons its large eggs
tend from its back. Bob played
after laying them, leaving it to
us a recording of its loud call.
the surrounding soil to incubate
them. For this reason, mothers
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Mangrove Cat Snake (Boiga dendrophila), Kinabatangan River, Sabah,
Borneo, September 30, 2011. Photo by Bob Curry.

Aside

from

birds,

which
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were the main focus of the
encountered the Bear Cuscus
trip, the group encountered
and Ornate Cuscus, big-eyed
many other forms of animal
marsupials with fine, dense
life, butterflies and moths infur. These lethargic animals eat
cluded. A number of hairmostly vegetable matter, occastreaks, skippers and brushfoot
sionally supplemented by birds
butterflies were seen, as well
and lizards they hunt by stealth.
as Common Bluebottle and
The Spectral Tarsier is
Green Dragontail (both swalnoteworthy for its uniquelowtails). At lodges where the
Night trips by canoe. Kinabatangan River, Sabah, Borneo.
ly elongated tarsal bones
group stayed in Borneo, white
September 30, 2011. Photo by Bob Curry.
and for the fact that each
lights were turned on at night
eyeball is as large as its entire brain. The Giant Squirrel and
to attract moths. An Atlas Moth, silk moths and a variety of
the Giant Red Squirrel frequent lowland tropical forests.
sphinx moths were seen. Silk moths do not feed as adults;
True to their names, they are far bigger than ‘our’ squirrels.
the absence of mouth parts lends them an odd, stubby look.
On the list of dragonfly sightings were a jewelwing, damselflies, skimmers and a clubtail dragonfly with an unusually large flag-like club. One skimmer in particular displayed a
breathtaking shade of blue. Also worth admiring were a beautifully marked tiger beetle and many spectacularly beautiful
spiders. On Mount Kinabalu, the group saw a Trilobite Beetle,
so named for the female’s resemblance to fossil trilobites. An
exquisite lantern fly, its head a vibrant blue and its greenish wings flecked with yellow, struck Bob as “phantasmagoric.”
Although few crocodilians were seen, the region is rich
in reptiles such as skinks, lizards and snakes. So-called flying lizards were observed, flanks spread to absorb solar
heat. The mildly venomous Mangrove Cat Snake has a black
body that is dramatically accented by bright yellow banding.
While travelling in northern Borneo, our explorers heard
that an Orangutan had been spotted farther along the Kinabatangan River. They arrived by motorboat just in time to
watch it adding final touches to its nest. They also saw smaller
primates in the tropical lowland forest. Bob was impressed by
the beauty of a proboscis monkey’s smooth orange and grey
pelage. The long-tailed males are “always sexually alert;” but
this one had the discretion to turn his back to his audience.
Bob photographed a few species of macaque, including the Sulawesi Crested Macaque, a handsome individual with an intense
gaze. Swinging from branch to branch, gibbons travel faster than
any other monkey, attaining speeds as high as 56 kilometres an
hour. They can also leap up to eight metres, even with a baby in tow!
As they made their way from Borneo to Sulawesi to Halmahera,
the naturalists entered the Australasian faunal zone, where they
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The largest animal seen on the trip was Borneo’s Pygmy
Elephant, which is roughly two-thirds the size of other Asian
elephants. It is genetically different from them, according
to DNA analysis of its dung. The conversion of forest
habitat to palm plantations poses a threat to the subspecies.
Destructive as they undoubtedly are, Borneo’s vast tracts of
oil palm plantations have provided the country with a relatively
high standard of living. In Sulawesi, however, seasonal workers
in rags extract palm sap used in the manufacture of costly incense. The sap is also distilled for the production of sugar and
wine. Not all forest clearing is done to make way for palm plantations; trees are also cut down to be replaced by vegetable gardens.
As would be expected in a tropical climate, the area is lush
with floral beauty. Especially dazzling is the world’s largest flowering plant, rafflesia. Flowers produced by its various species
can attain one or two metre diameters. The cabbage-like bud
matures on the forest floor for a year or more before blooming.
This parasitic plant has two methods of feeding: it extends filaments that steal nutrients from its host vine, and exudes an offal
scent that attracts flies on which it preys. While North America’s
pitcher plants are in the genus Sarracenia, those found in Indonesia belong to the genus Nepenthes. Bob showed slides of several exotically beautiful examples among more than 80 species.
Bob’s entertaining presentation contained many intriguing facts about the animals and plants of Indonesia. His vivid descriptions and photos of these natural wonders earned
him an enthusiastic response from the evening’s audience.
Many thanks, Bob, for sharing with us this trip of a lifetime!
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Nov 3, 1:30 pm. LOOKING FOR LATE WILDFLOWERS. Join Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothe for a late season wildflower
hike at Princess Point parking lot. The warm waters of the Hamilton Harbour and the extra light from the street lights keep
the flowers blooming longer than one might expect. Contact Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothe: (519) 647-2371. Princess
Point parking lot, pay to park, Waterfront Trail.
Nov 4. HAMILTON FALL BIRD COUNT. This will be the 39th HNC HFBC, a favourite tradition for many Hamilton area birders.
Call Bill Lamond to sign up or confirm your count area. (519) 756-9546. bill-lamond@hotmail.com.
Nov 5, 7:30 pm. BIRD STUDY GROUP MEETING. Ken Burrell discusses Reverse Migration at Point Pelee. Burlington Senior’s
Centre, Auditorium B, 2285 New Street, Burlington.
November 5, 2012 - January 2, 2013 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM. SEASON OF FIRST FROST Weekends and Holidays Join staff
for guided tours of the Iroquoian Village. Early snow? We offer snowshoe rentals so come and experience the adventure of
winter! Be sure to plan a visit to our popular gift shop where you will find a variety of beautiful and unique gift items for the
upcoming holiday season. Weekdays Hike one of Crawford Lake’s many trails or visit the giftshop. Call for additional details.
Crawford Lake Conservation Area. Campbellville, ON, CAN. crawlake@hrca.on.ca. 905-854-0234. www.conservationhalton.ca
Nov 10, 10 am. MOSSES AND FOREST PLANTS IN THE SPENCER GORGE. Terry Carleton leads a leisurely hike up the Spencer
Gorge to Webster’s Falls. Bring a hands lens to examine plants and a camera for macro photos. Sturdy waterproof footwear
due to possible wet and rough places. While the pace is leisurely the route will be challenging, not for everyone. Distance to
the falls is approx 3km and you might like to bring a lunch. Currently the Conservation Authority has closed the steps leading
to the top of the falls and so access to the Webster’s Falls Park and parking lot is no longer possible. Dress warmly. Storm date
is Sunday, same time. As an ecologically sensitive area, there is no specimen collecting. terry.carleton@utoronto.ca Meet
and park in Woodley’s Lane near the junction with Hwy 8 (King St W, out of Dundas), immediately west of the railway bridge,
roughly halfway up the escarpment.
Nov 12, 7:30 pm. MONTHLY MEETING. Fossil Exhibit and Talk with Bob O’Donnell AKA The Fossil Guy. As a general
introduction to fossils this talk will cover the creation of fossils, fossil names, pseudo fossils and living fossils. It will also cover
fossil protection, extraction, cleaning and trade shows. The presentation includes 5 tables of fossils to view and handle.
Among other things there will be a mammoth tooth, dinosaur eggs and droppings. Bob O’Donnell has been collecting fossils
most of his life and has been sharing his collection with libraries, schools, museums and conservation areas for almost 20
years. You can see his website at www.thefossilguy.co.nr. Come early for social and refreshments. Royal Botanical Gardens,
Main Center, 680 Plains Road West, Burlington.
Thursday, Nov. 15, 7:30 p.m. Nature and Human Health. Fee $18 (RBG Members 10% off). Until the Industrial Revolution,
humans lived their lives mostly outdoors. The current technological revolution is leading us to a decline in life expectancy
and generally poorer health as medicine fails to deal with the long-term consequences of inactivity. U.K.-based Dr. William
Bird talks about the consequences of the failure of our bodies to adjust to this rapid change in our environment. Using
his experience as a GP and working in government, he explains how we need to make a fundamental shift away from
dependence on technology to rebuilding our natural environments. A Back to Nature Network presentation. RBG Main
Centre, 680 Plains Road West, Burlington.
Nov 17, 8 am. LAKESHORE BIRDING FROM VAN WAGNER’S TO 50 POINT. Kevin has been leading fall birding outings for the
HNC for more than 30 years and recently has been focusing more on waterbirds. There will be stops at various points along
the lake during this popular annual excursion. This is a morning walk that may stretch into the afternoon if conditions are
good. Meet in the parking lot just N. of Hutch’s Restaurant (Van Wagner’s Rd). Contact Kevin McLaughlin: kam50@shaw.ca
Nov 17, 6:30-10 pm. SPAGHETTI DINNER – A NIGHT OUT FOR THE NATURE. This is a special fundraising dinner event to
support the HNC’s Land Trust Program. It is being held at St. Paul’s United Church in Dundas. Exciting special entertainment is
planned for the evening. Our usual silent auction and othe planned guests will keep you entertained! Stay tuned! Contact: Jen
Baker: land@hamiltonnature.org or 905-524-3339. St. Paul’s United Church, Dundas.
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Sun, 2 Dec, 2012 2:00 PM - 3:30 pm - BACK TO NATURE WALKS. Come walk with Royal Botanical Gardens Sunday hikes! Did you
know that a walk in the woods reduces stress no matter what your age? Enjoy the great outdoors at RBG and spend healthy,
active, quality time with your friends and family. Keep an eye out for bald eagles, fox tracks, deer and other seasonal sightings.
Every week is a different adventure!
NOTE: Our trails are rocky and muddy. Baby carriers work well on our trails, and the kids just love the views! Most trails are not
suitable for strollers, except those designed for off-sidewalk use. Dress for the weather and meet your leader at the following
locations*:
1st Sunday of every month:
Hendrie Valley; meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking lot
2nd Sunday of every month: Princess Point; meet at the parking lot
3rd Sunday of every month:
Cootes North Shore; meet at the Nature Centre
4th Sunday of every month: Cootes South Shore; meet at the Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton
5th Sunday of every month:
Rock Chapel; meet at the parking lot
*Please note: The rotation of hike locations has changed from previous years.
*If the weather looks threatening, please check our Program Update Line at 905-527-1158 ext. 404. Weather updates are posted
one to two hours before program start time. Fees: Free (donations welcome)
Dec. 3, 2012. 7:30 pm. - Celebration of 25th Anniversary of BSG and Marketplace. Burlington Senior’s Centre, Auditorium B, 2285
New Street, Burlington.
Dec. 7, 2012. Friday. 6 :30 – 8:30 p.m. - EVENING SCREECH-OWL OUTING. Join expert birder and HNC member Sheldon McGregor as we visit several popular Screech-owl haunts in the Hamilton area. Dress warmly and depending on the weather, bring
something hot to drink. Contact Sheldon McGregor (905) 304-8282 or sheldonbirder@hotmail.com. Meet at the Dundurn
Castle parking lot.
Dec. 10, 2012. 7:30 pm. - MONTHLY MEETING. PROTECTING ONTARIO’S WILD SPECIES AND WILD SPACES with Caroline
Schultz. An overview of what is needed to conserve biodiversity in Ontario and how Ontario Nature’s programs, including
partnerships with the Nature Network are tackling the challenge. Caroline Schultz is Executive Director of Ontario Nature
and spearheads the programs and operations that achieve the organization’s mission to protect Ontario’s wild species and
wild spaces through conservation, education and public engagement. Ontario Nature represents over 30,000 members
and supporters and has a Nature Network of over 140 member groups across the Province. Come early for social and
refreshments. Royal Botanical Gardens, Main Center, 680 Plains Road West, Burlington.
Dec 26, 2012. Wed. - ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT. The Hamilton Christmas Bird Count has been held annually for over 85
years and is a popular and anticipated event with local birders with usually more than 70 participants, counting all species of birds
within a radius of 24km of Dundurn Castle. You may be surprised at the number of different birds recorded at this time of year.
Contact: Tom Thomas to confirm your count site or to join in the fun. (905) 689-5920.
Dec.31, 2012. 7-9 pm. - NEW YEAR’S EVE HOOPLA. Would you like to celebrate the New Year as a family but are tired of just
watching a ball drop on television? Help us say goodbye to 2012 and hello to 2013. Join us for an evening of activites for the whole
family, take a wagon ride, view our new year puppet show, take a guided hike through the forest, visit with one of our owls, try
your luck with our scavenger hunt, need to make that new years card for someone - we have all the supplies, or sit by the campfire
and roast a marshmallow or cook a hot dog for an evening snack. We will be ringing in the “New Year” at 9pm. Tickets are $24/
adult, $15/child (age 5-14), $15/senior, $5/preschool (age 4 and under) plus HST. Mountsberg Conservation Area. Campbellville.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ALL EVENTS
All of our leaders are volunteers who give their time and expertise freely. All participants are encouraged to share their knowledge and enthusiasm. Remember to bring along any items you think you might need such as water, field guides, binoculars, insect repellant, etc. Some walks may be more rigorous than others, so please assess your ability to participate. If you’re unsure of
what to expect, check with the contact person listed. Pets on hikes are strongly discouraged as they startle wildlife, damage nests
and interfere with the enjoyment of other participants.
Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. You are advised to check the HNC website before setting out to ensure that the
hike has not been rescheduled. The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club assumes no responsibility for injuries of any kind sustained by
anyone as a result of participating in any of these activities.
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Tall Boneset in the Hamilton Study Area
by Bill Lamond

T

all Boneset (Eupatorium altissimum) is a widespread species in southwestern Ontario although it is quite local.
It is not native to the province – except for Pelee Island
– and is considered adventive, meaning its presence in Ontario
is due to humans unknowingly spreading its seeds or enabling
the spread of the plant’s seeds. A good example of this latter case
is the spread of a plant along unnatural habitats such as roadsides and railways; such is the case for Tall Boneset. Despite its
rarity, this species was excluded from the list of the Atlas of the
Rare Vascular Plants of Ontario (Pryer & Argus 1987) due to its
adventive nature. However, Oldham (1988) makes a valid case
that the three populations on alvar sites on Pelee Island are likely
naturally occurring populations and indeed these Pelee Island
populations are now considered provincially rare by the Natural
Heritage Information Centre (Oldham & Brinker 2009).
This species is very recognizable in the field even from a distance. As its name suggests it is tall, growing up to 5-6’ in height
in optimum conditions. It flowers late in the season usually after
goldenrods have peaked, starting around the end of August but
peaking around the middle of September. It has white flowers in
a flat-topped inflorescence and has multiple stems very much like
a goldenrod. In fact, the first time I encountered this species I
initially assumed it was a white-flowered variety of goldenrod.
Indeed, the height, leaf shape and multiple stems are very reminiscent of Canada Goldenrod (Solidago canadensis). However, although it appears similar to a goldenrod, the opposite leaves suggest otherwise. Nonetheless, it does not really look like any other
common species of Eupatorium in Ontario such as Boneset (E.
perfoliatum), White Snakeroot (E. rugosum) or Spotted Joe-Pye
Weed (E. maculatum). There is a bit of a fly-in-the-ointment here,
as there is a look-alike species called Late-flowering Boneset (E.
serotinum) that is also adventive in Ontario, also grows along railways, and has been recorded from three site in Ontario; Windsor, London and Niagara Falls (Michael Oldham pers. comm.). It
has short-stalked leaves compared to the almost stalkless leaves
of Tall Boneset and its leaves are broader and more coarselytoothed. Both species are adequately illustrated in Newcomb’s
Wildflower Guide (1977).
The range of Tall Boneset (or Tall Thoroughwort or Upland
Boneset) is extensive, from North Carolina, Alabama and Texas,
northwards to Pennsylvania and through Nebraska and Illinois
to Minnesota. Its habitat has been described as “dry open places”
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(Britton & Brown 1913) to “open woods and prairies” (Newcomb
1977). Dr. Jim Pringle (1974) documented – in the Wood Duck
– what he thought was the first record for Canada right here in
Hamilton. I will reprint the first paragraph from that article:
Members of a field botany session sponsored by the Royal
Botanical Gardens recently encountered Eupatorium altissimum L. (Compositae), the Tall Thoroughwort, growing along the railroad immediately north of the RBG lath
house, in the Town of Dundas, Hamilton-Wentworth Region, Ontario. As of September 8, 1973, the population
consisted of two plants, one large and many-stemmed, the
other smaller, with only one flowering stem. A stem from
the larger plant was collected for a voucher specimen by
the author, and was deposited in the herbarium of the RBG
(Pringle 1383, HAM). Another stem was collected by Mrs.
Leila Gad, for the herbarium of the University of Toronto
(TRT).
Dr. Pringle realized the adventive nature of this sighting,
“seed probably having been brought in inadvertently by the railroad” and wondered, “Whether the Tall Thoroughwort will become
established and spread locally remains to be seen.” Indeed it has!
Unbeknownst to Dr. Pringle, this species had actually been
recorded previously in Canada by Wilf Botham along a railway
in Maidstone Township in Essex County in 1968 (Oldham 1988)
and it was also collected from a savanna on Pelee Island in 1972
(Oldham 1988).
I first encountered this species along the CPR railway at the
Fletcher Creek Swamp Forest (Crieff Bog) in September 1991
while part of the Hamilton-Wentworth Natural Areas Inventory
team. Although this location was actually in Wellington County,
the ESA site straddles county boundaries explaining my presence in Wellington County. The location was right on the railway
bed about 200 m east of Concession 7 Puslinch. As stated above,
I initially thought this was some unusual variety of goldenrod
but soon realized this was not possible. A quick key-out using
Newcomb’s Wildflower Guide (1977), identified it as Tall Boneset although Newcomb gives it short-shrift just illustrating a pair
of opposite leaves. I again encountered this species soon after –
probably in 1992 or 1993 – at the Longwood Road - Hwy 403 interchange. There were many plants at this location – perhaps over
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a hundred – along the Toronto-bound ramp leading from Longwood onto the 403. I actually transplanted one of these plants
into my garden the next year (It persisted for only a few years).
Over the years I would see the plants at Longwood & 403 but they
were inconspicuous unless they were in flower. A major bridge
alteration at this interchange did not eradicate this population
and it persists to this day.

Close-up of Tall Boneset flowers. Glebe lands, Brantford. Sept. 12, 2012.
Photo by Bill Lamond.

The next time I encountered this species in the HSA was
on 12 September 2012 when I encountered three plants in close
proximity at an old sand pit at the Glebe lands near Mohawk Park
in Brantford. These were in full flower at this date and were quite
conspicuous from at least 30 m. Two weeks later on 26 September,
I was walking about the Brantford Train Station rail yard looking
for stray butterflies. From the far side of the tracks I could see
some Tall Boneset in full flower. I drove over to the other side and
walked among the plants. There were 10 plants of various stature,
some quite large and others small and inconspicuous. They were
in full flower and quite showy.
There are at least two other HSA locations for this species.
Mike Oldham (1988) while travelling on the train between London and Toronto on 16-17 September 1987, noticed populations
of this species about 2.5 km east of the Oakville station in Halton

Region and about 4 km west of the Port Credit station in Peel
Region.
In Ontario outside of the HSA, this species is occasionally
encountered. Riley (1989) shows occurrences for Niagara Region
and York Region. Sutherland (1987) reports it for one location
in Norfolk County on sandy railway ballast along the Michigan
Central Railway near La Salette. Oldham (1988) produced a map
showing all southwestern Ontario locations up to 1988. There
were nine locations in Essex County, one location in Lambton
County and one location in Kent County near the Essex border. Oldham et al (1991) in a list of Elgin, Oxford and Middlesex County vascular plants, states; “an uncommon introduction
along railways known from a few sites in each county. Appears to
be spreading along railways in southwestern Ontario”. Indeed, this
species has certainly spread eastwards in Chatham-Kent along
the main CNR line as I saw about a half dozen plants along this
line at the Chatham Train Station on 1 Oct 2012.
Since Tall Boneset was first discovered in Canada over 40
years ago, it has spread widely through southwestern Ontario,
mostly along railways. It seems likely it will continue to spread
and become more common along railways and roadsides. Look
for it – and the similar Late-flowering Boneset – next time you
are near a railway in September!

Tall Boneset flowers. Brantford train station. Sept. 26, 2012.
Photo by Bill Lamond.

References
Britton, N.L. & A. Brown. (1913). An Illustrated Flora of the
Northern United States and Canada. Dover Publications. NY.
Newcomb, L. (1977). Newcomb’s Wildflower Guide. Little, Brown
and Company (Canada). Toronto.

Tall Boneset flowers. Brantford train station. Sept. 26, 2012.
Photo by Bill Lamond.

The Wood Duck - November, 2012

Oldham, M.J. (1988). Tall Thoroughwort (Eupatorium altissimum L.) in Ontario. The Plant Press 5 (1): 23-31.
(continued on next page)
Page 63

Oldham, M.J., D. McLeod, W.G. Stewart & J.M. Bowles (1991).
Preliminary Checklist of the Vascular Plants of Elgin, Middlesex
and Oxford Counties. Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.
Aylmer District, Ontario.
Oldham, M.J. and S.R. Brinker (2009). Rare Vascular Plants of
Ontario, Fourth Edition. Natural Heritage Information Centre.
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. Peterborough, Ontario.
Pringle, J.S. (1974). Eupatorium altissimum, Tall Thoroughwort,
An Addition to the Flora of Canada. Wood Duck. Vol. 27, No. 5,
page 83.

Pryer, K.M. & G.W. Argus, eds. (1987). Atlas of the Rare Vascular
Plants of Ontario. Part 4. Museum of Nat.Sciences. Ottawa.
Riley, J.L. (1989). Distribution of the Vascular Plants of Central
Region, Ont. Ministry of Nat. Resources, Richmond Hill, Ontario.
Sutherland, D.A. (1987). Annotated Checklist of the Plants of
Haldimand-Norfolk. In: M.E. Gartshore, D.A. Sutherland, and
J.D. McCracken. The Natural Areas Inventory of the Regional Municipality of Haldimand-Norfolk. Vol. II: Annotated Checklists.
The Norfolk Field Naturalists, Simcoe.

Name That Fall Warbler
Alright. How about a bit of a competition? The first five people to identify all three fall warblers correctly will
receive an honourable mention in the next Wood Duck. If enough responses come in we may make this a regular
ID section in the Wood Duck. We’ll add up all the points throughout the year and publish the results.
Send your results in the correct order to the editor at hjvb@shaw.ca.

I would again like to take this opportunity to thank
the many photographers and contributors who make it
possible to produce The Wood Duck nine times a year.
If you take interest in natural history and are able to
capture your interest in words or pictures, please consider
passing it on to me by email for inclusion in our magazine.
Thank you.
Herman van Barneveld (hjvb@shaw.ca)

1

2

These three photographs of fall warblers
are courtesy of Tom Thomas.
Details about the photographs will
follow in the next issue.
The transparent photograph is taken by Beth
Jefferson during the September 2nd birding trip.
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Summary of the Minutes of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
Board Meeting, September 6, 2012
by Joyce Litster
Property Update
Jen Baker has been taking students to the Amaolo property for nature instruction. Students have been climbing and falling on the banks of the pond as they attempt to examine pond life. As a result, the Land Trust has voted to build an Education Deck for the safety of the students and protection of the environment. Ninety to 95% of the cost will be covered by grants
and the remainder by donations and volunteer work. The Board voted to support the building of the Education Deck.
Website Renewal
Kyle Bates is our new webmaster. He has also started a new job, so he will not have time to undertake the renewal of
the web site. We may have to hire someone to do this, and Peter Scholtens is looking into the cost and feasibility.
Donations in Lieu of Gifts
The Club has received some donations in lieu of birthday gifts. Maggie Sims, our Membership Director, is sending out cards in acknowledgement of the donations.
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
The Second Annual Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser will be held at St. Paul’s United Church in Dundas on November 17th. Jen Baker is looking for volunteers to help out at the event and donations for door prizes. If you can help, please contact her at 1jenbaker@gmail.com
Financial
Jim Heslop reported that the Club made between $1100 and $1200 at our Trivial Pursuit Night. The Board voted to
change our accounting system from Excel Spreadsheets to Quick Books. This will make the financial tracking of our projects and the production of financial reports much easier. Our auditors are in favour of the change, in fact they encouraged us to look into it. It will not cost us anything to make the change because the Land Trust already has Quick Books
and we can piggyback on their copy. They were able to purchase it at a discount because we are members of EcoNet.

Did you know you could help protect
nature forever by leaving a bequest
with the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club?
In the past, HNC members generously have left
bequests, which have helped the Club further its
work to protect nature through land preservation,
conservation, education, and research.
If you are interested in creating a natural legacy and
helping to protect nature in perpetuity, please contact Jen
Baker at 905-524-3339 or email land@hamiltonnature.org
for more information or for a copy of our free brochure.
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Remembering Two Astronomers
by Mario Carr

E

veryone knows that November 11 is Remembrance Day. Two famous astronomers were born
this month and they should also be remembered for their contributions to the study of outer space.
Sadly, they have both come and gone but their contributions
have changed the face of astronomy forever. Edmund Halley was
born on Nov. 8, 1656 and was famous for discovering Halley’s
Comet.
The other famous astronomer was Carl Sagan, who was born
Nov. 9, 1934.and starred in the TV series Cosmos. I remembered
watching his show back in the 70s in amazement as he travelled
in his imaginary space ship through billion of miles to different
parts of the universe, making me realize how insignificant I really
am in the grand scheme of things.
Here are November stargazing events. Most are listed in the
Hamilton Amateur Astronomers calendar, which will be on sale.
To reserve your order, please contact me.
Planet watching
Mercury becomes visible in the southeast at the end of the
month during morning twilight. Venus is also in the southeast
sky during morning twilight. Mars sets in the southwest shortly
after sunset.
Jupiter rises in the northeast shortly after sunset and is visible
all night. Saturn can’t be seen at all since it’s behind the Sun until
month’s end. Uranus is in the southeastern sky after sunset and
sets in the west around 3 a.m. Neptune is in the southern sky at
sunset and sets in the west around 10 p.m.
Nov. 4 – Daylight saving begins.
Nov. 6 – Quarter Moon
Nov. 9 – Hamilton Amateur Astronomers meeting 7:30-9:30
p.m., Spectator building, 44 Frid St., Hamilton.. Free admission
with door prizes. An optional food bank donation of non-perishable goods will be collected.
Nov. 10 – Just before sunrise there will be a pairing of the two
brightest objects in the night sky, which is worth seeing. The cres-
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cent Moon will be beside Venus in the east.
Nov. 14 – The Moon is closest to the Earth at 357,360 km.
Nov. 17 – The Leonid Meteor Shower peaks. The best time to
see it is after midnight in the east from a dark location. Expect to
see up to 40 meteors per hour. It’s caused by debris from Comet
55P/Temple-Tuttle falling and burning in the atmosphere. Some
can also be seen Nov. 13 – 20.
Nov. 20 – Quarter Moon
Nov. 27 – Venus and Saturn are close together in the eastern
morning twilight sky. Both planets will be in the same field of
view and should be spectacular in a small telescope.
Nov. 28 – The Full Moon called the Beaver Moon will be beside
Jupiter all night. By midnight the pair will move overhead in the
night sky. The Full Moon
will also be the smallest
for 2012 because it occurs
when the Moon is furthest
from the Earth at 406,364
km.
For more information,
please see the Hamilton
Amateur
Astronomers
web site at www.amateurastronomy.org or call
(905) 627-4323.
Mario Carr is the
HAA’s director of public
education and appears on
CHCH-TV to talk about
the night sky. He’s also a
member of the Hamilton
Naturalists’ Club. He can
be reached at mariocarr@
cogeco.ca.

For more info check
www.headofthelakelandtrust.org
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Noteworthy Bird Records - May, 2012

by Rob Dobos

T

otal number of species recorded in the HSA during 2012 to May 31: 258. Underlined species or dates require documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird
Records Committee. For species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights
are listed. Note that the species order follows the most recent American Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements.
Observers: Jim Anderson (JA), Gerten Basom (GBs), Duane Brown (DBn), Jacob Bruxer (JBr), Dan Busby (DBu), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Barry Coombs (BCo), Mark Cranford (MCr), Bill Cuddy (BCu), Robert Curry (RC), Sandy Darling (SD), Sara De Cloet (SDC), Rob Dobos (RD), Andrew Don (AD), Dave R. Don (DD), Jim Dowall (JD), Chris Dunn (CDu), Chris Earley (CEy), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Sue Edwards (SE), Margaret Ann Fecteau (MAF), Rudy Fecteau (RFe), Janet Forjan (JFo), Brett Fried
(BFr), Peter Hammerl (PHa), Lukian Husak (LHu), Zakhar Husak (ZHu), Mourad Jabra (MJa), Mark Jennings (MJ), Denise Johnston (DJo),
Aaron Keating (AKe), Kevin Kerr (KKe), Tim King (TK), Jim Kirchin (JKi), Bill Krochuk (BKr), Bill Lamond (BL), Debbie Lindeman (DLi),
Rick Ludkin (RL), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Laurie Mackenzie (LM), Len Manning (LMa), Arlene McCaw (AMC), Jim McCaw (JMC), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Gord McNulty (GMN), Jason Miller (JMi), Matt Mills (MM), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), Terry Osborne
(TO), Rich Poort (RPo), Dennis Price (DPr), Wayne Renaud (WR), Caleb Scholtens (CSc), Peter Scholtens (PSc), Elaine Serena (ES), Paul
Smith (PS), Shelia Smith (SSm), Chris Street (CS), Lisa Teskey (LT), Tom Thomas (TT), Anne Tinker (ATi), Ben Vaughan (BV), Alan Watson
(AWa), Jim Watt (JWa), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Alan Wormington (AW), Brian Wylie (BW), many observers (m.obs.).
Legend:
* -first occurrence for the year
F -first occurrence for the
migration
L -last occurrence for the
migration
HSA -Hamilton Study Area
SM –singing male
terr. –territorial bird

Plumages, etc.:
m. -male
f. -female
ad. -adult
ba. -basic
alt. -alternate
imm. -immature
juv. -juvenile
1st yr. –first year

County/Region/City:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

Tundra Swan: One ad. off Burloak
Waterfront Park [HL] May 23-31 (KM;
AW).
Gadwall: Ten at Great Lakes Blvd &
Rebecca St Stormwater Pond [HL] May
13 (RD,MM,AKe).
Blue-winged Teal: Ten off Suncor Pier,
Bronte [HL] May 4 (DD); one m. + one
f. at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St
Stormwater Pond May 13 (RD,MM,AKe);
two at Dundas Marsh [HM] May 30 (JBr).
Northern Shoveler: One m. + one f. at
Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater
Pond [HM] May 15 (RD,BC,CE); two m. +
one f. at Dundas Marsh May 17 (PS); two
m. at Tollgate Pond [HM] and one m. at
NE Shore of Harbour [HM] May 19 (KM).
Northern Pintail: One m. + one f. off
Burloak Waterfront Park [HL] May 29
(MJ).
Canvasback: One at Hamilton Harbour
[HM] May 16 (JWa); one f. at Grimsby
Sewage Ponds [NG] May 18-19 (RD et
al.).
Greater Scaup: One m. off Van Wagners
Beach [HM] and one m. + one f. at
Windermere Basin [HM] May 19 (KM);
one m. off Saddington Park, Port Credit
[PL] May 21 (RD,CE,DD); one m. at

Windermere Basin May 25 (RD).
Lesser Scaup: One m. at Dundas Marsh
May 14 (RD); two m. at Windermere
Basin May 19 (KM).
King Eider#: One imm. m. continued
on Hamilton Harbour off LaSalle Marina
[HM] May 1-5L (m.obs.).
Surf Scoter: Four off Rattray Marsh [PL]
May 8-9 (WR; BW,JWa); 13 off Green Rd
[HM] May 19 (KM).
White-winged Scoter: 190 off Fifty Rd
[HM] to Grimsby [NG] May 22 (KM); two
off Shoreacres [HL] May 26 (CE); one off
Bronte [HL] May 27 (RD et al.).
Black Scoter: One 1st yr. m. off Green
Rd May 19 (KM).
Long-tailed Duck: 80 off Stoney Creek
Lakeshore [HM] May 19 (KM); eight off
Saddington Park, Port Credit May 21
(RD,CE,DD); seven off Shoreacres May
26 (CE); one f. off Suncor Pier, Bronte
May 28-31 (MJ); one m. off Burloak
Waterfront Park May 30 (AW).
Bufflehead: One off Shoreacres May 26
(CE).
Common Goldeneye: Three on
Hamilton Harbour off Bayshore Park [HM]
May 2 (RD); one off Woodland Cemetery
[HM] May 18 (RD).

Hooded Merganser: One f. at Onondaga
Farms [BR] May 6 (RD,CE); one m. +
one f. at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St
Stormwater Pond May 13 (RD,MM,AKe);
one f. off Shoreacres May 23 (KM).
Common Merganser: Two m. + one f.
at NE Shore of Harbour May 19-26 (KM;
CE).
Red-breasted Merganser: Five off L.P.
Sayers Park [HM] May 19 (KM); 30 off
Bronte May 27 (RD et al.).
Ring-necked Pheasant#: One at Valley
& Patterson Rds [HM] May 3 (JFo); one
pair at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail [HM]
May 6-24 (KWi,AWi; LM,BM); one at
Conc 4 & Brock Rd [HM] May 6 (KWi.
AWi); one at Cartwright Sanctuary [HM]
May 10 (SD); one NW of Conc 6 &
Westover Rd [HM] May 26 (RD).
Ruffed Grouse#: One terr. at
Preservation Park, Guelph [WL] May 13
(KKe).
Red-throated Loon#: One off Grays
Rd [HM] May 2 (LMa); one 1st yr. off L.P.
Sayers Park May 19 L (KM).
Common Loon: Three off Grays Rd
May 19 (KM); 36 off Saddington Park,
Port Credit May 21 (RD,CE,DD); 10 off
Shoreacres May 26 (CE); 14 off Bronte
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May 27 (RD et al.); two past CCIW [HL]
May 30 (RD).
Pied-billed Grebe: One at Red Hill
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond May
18 (JBr).
Red-necked Grebe: One nest with
two eggs at Bronte Harbour May 20
(GE,SE); 55 off Rattray Marsh May 21
(RD,CE,DD).
American White Pelican#: Sightings
on May 11 * likely pertained to the same
ad. bird: over Woodland Cemetery in
morning (RD,CE), in Rattray Marsh in
late afternoon (WR), and Dundas Marsh
in evening (SDC); another or the same at
Dundas Marsh May 25 (BKr).
American Bittern#: One terr. at Grass
Lake [WT] May 1 (BFr); two terr. at Safari
Rd Wetland [HM] May 2-6 (RPo; BW;
KWi,AWi).
Least Bittern#: One terr. at Grass
Lake May 1 (BFr); one terr. at Dundas
Marsh May 10-18 (JBr); one at Safari Rd
Wetland May 11 (TO,JD); one at Grimsby
Sewage Ponds May 18 (WR).
Great Egret#: One at Valley Inn [HL]
May 11 (RD); one at Ruthven Park,
Cayuga [HD] May 14 (RL); one at Red
Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond
May 18-24 (JBr; m.obs.); one at Bronte
Marsh [HL] May 28 (MJ).
Green Heron: One at Edgelake Park
[HM] May 4 (JMi).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Two at
Fifty Point C.A. May 1 (BC); three at
Appleby Creek N of Lakeshore Rd [HL]
May 3 (CE); 38 at NE Shore of Harbour
May 23 (RD).
Osprey: A pair at a nest at Plains Rd
W & Hwy 403 [HL] May 1-31 (RD;
m.obs.); a pair at a nest at Grand River
at Windecker Rd [HD] May 20 (RD,BC); a
pair at a nest with two chicks at Clarence
& Erie Sts, Brantford [BR] by May 24
(SSm).
MISSISSIPPI KITE#: One 1st ba. over
Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby [NG] May 12 *
(CE,RD) provided the fifth record for the
HSA; one ad. at Beamer C.A., Grimsby
[NG] May 15 (NPH) was the third record
for the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch
and sixth HSA record.
Bald Eagle: The nesting pair continued
to feed two chicks at the Grand River,
Brantford [BR] May 1-16 (DBn); one at
Dundas Marsh May 10 (JBr).
Northern Harrier: One f. at Westover
[HM] May 26 (RD).
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 158 at Beamer
C.A. May 2 and 256 there May 3 (NPH).
Northern Goshawk#: Two at Beamer
C.A. May 2 L (NPH).
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Red-shouldered Hawk: One at Beamer
C.A. May 3 (NPH); one over Dundas May
28 L (BW).
Broad-winged Hawk: 274 at Beamer
C.A. May 2 and 417 there May 3 (NPH);
one terr. at Westover Rd N of Conc 8
[HM] May 7-18 (PS); one 1st ba. at Conc
6 W of Westover Rd [HM] May 28 (TT);
one over Dundas May 28 L (BW).
Golden Eagle#: One ad. at Beamer C.A.
May 14 L (NPH).
Merlin#: Two at Beamer C.A. May 2 and
one there May 3 (NPH); one at Central
Park, Burlington [HL] May 29 (JA).
Peregrine Falcon#: One at Beamer
C.A. May 1 (NPH); one at Valley Inn May
11 (RD); three m. chicks from the nest
at Burlington Lift Bridge [HM/HL] were
banded May 23 (BCh).
Virginia Rail#: One terr. at Grass Lake
May 1 (BFr); one at Rattray Marsh May
8 (WR); three terr. at Safari Rd Wetland
May 11 (TO,JD), and five terr. there May
14 (LMa,BV); one terr. at Dundas Marsh
May 14 (RD).
Sora#: One terr. at Grass Lake May 1
(BFr); two terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May
2-14 (RPo; LMa,BV); one terr. at Dundas
Marsh May 14 (RD).
Common Gallinule#: One terr. at Grass
Lake May 1-6 (BFr; RD,CE).
American Coot: Two at LaSalle Marina
May 12 L (RD,CE); one at Grimsby
Sewage Ponds May 18-19 (RD,CE).
Sandhill Crane#: Two ad. with one chick
at Grass Lake May 1-6 (BFr; RD,CE);
birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 –May 2, 2 –
May 10, 4 –May 14 (NPH); four over
Greensville [HM] May 10 (MAF,RFe).
Black-bellied Plover: One ad. at Van
Wagners Beach May 15 * (LMa,LT;
m.obs.); one at McPherson Rd &
Wyecroft Rd Pond, Oakville [HL] May 22
(MJ).
Semipalmated Plover: One at 5th Rd
E N of Green Mt Rd [HM] May 5 * (RD),
and two there May 10 (CE); two at Red
Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond
May 22-24 (CE; m.obs.); three at Great
Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater
Pond May 23 (MJ; CE).
Spotted Sandpiper: 14 at Red Hill
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond May
15 (RD,BC,CE).
Solitary Sandpiper: Three at Upper
Middle Rd & Baker St Stormwater Pond
[HL] May 13 (RD,MM,AKe).
Greater Yellowlegs: Two at 5th Rd E N
of Green Mt Rd and two at Dofasco Trail
E of 10th Rd E May 1 (RD); one at Great
Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater
Pond May 29 L (CE).

Lesser Yellowlegs: Five at Red Hill
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond May
15 (RD,BC,CE), and two there May 24 L
(RD).
Upland Sandpiper#: One at Grass Lake
May 1 (BFr); birds at 10th Rd E & Dofasco
Trail: 3 –May 2 (JBr), 2 –May 5 (RD),
4 –May 24 (BM); one NW of Conc 6 &
Westover Rd May 26 (RD).
Whimbrel#: Three at Grimsby Sewage
Ponds May 18 * (WR); two past
Saddington Park, Port Credit May 23
(CE), and 149 there May 25 (BC); 50
over Burloak Waterfront Park May 28
(DJo).
Marbled Godwit#: One at Dundas Marsh
May 30*-31 (JBr; m.obs.).
Ruddy Turnstone: One at NE Shore of
Harbour May 23*-24 (KM; RD); two at
Bronte Harbour May 29 (MJ).
Red Knot#: 16 past Saddington Park,
Port Credit May 25 * (BC).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Six at Upper
Middle Rd & Baker St Stormwater Pond
May 13 * (RD,MM,AKe); 70 at Great
Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater
Pond May 31 (MJ).
Least Sandpiper: One at 5th Rd E N of
Green Mt Rd May 5 * (RD), and seven
there May 10 (CE); nine at Red Hill
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond May
10 (CE); 10 at Dundas Marsh May 18
(JBr); 14 at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca
St Stormwater Pond May 23 (MJ), and
one there May 27 L (RD et al.).
Baird’s Sandpiper: One at Rattray
Marsh May 26 * (JWa) is only the eighth
spring record for the HSA.
Dunlin: Three at Red Hill Parkway
& QEW Stormwater Pond May 15
(RD,BC,CE), and 20 there May 23 (KM;
CE); six at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca
St Stormwater Pond May 23-26 (CE;
DD).
Short-billed Dowitcher: One at Rattray
Marsh May 27 * (KWi,AWi).
American Woodcock: One ad. + three
juv. at Millgrove Loam Pits [HM] May 18
(RD,CE).
Red-necked Phalarope#: Three at
Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 18 * (WR).
Bonaparte’s Gull: Four off Fifty Point
C.A. [HM/NG] May 2 (JBr), and 20 there
May 19 (RD,BC,CE); four 1st alt. at
Dundas Marsh May 17 (PS); two 1st alt.
off Bronte May 27 (RD et al.).
Thayer’s Gull#: One 1st ba. at Bronte
Harbour Mar 29 L (MJ).
Iceland Gull: One 1st ba. at Suncor Pier,
Bronte May 7 L (MJ).
Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One
subad. at Suncor Pier, Bronte Apr 26
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(MJ), and one ad. there May 5 (GE,SE);
one 1st yr. at Peace Park, Grimsby [NG]
May 22 L (KM).
Glaucous Gull: One subad. + two 1st yr.
at Suncor Pier, Bronte May 7 L (MJ).
Great Black-backed Gull: Two imm. at
CCIW May 1 (RD); one 1st yr. at Suncor
Pier, Bronte May 7 (MJ); one 1st alt. at
Fifty Point C.A. May 12 (RD,CE); one 1st
alt. at Dundas Marsh May 14 (RD,CE).
Common Tern: Seven nesting pairs
at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 18
(RD,CE).
Forster’s Tern#: One at Dundas Marsh
May 1 (LMa); one at Suncor Pier, Bronte
May 5 (MJ); one at Bronte Harbour May
16 (MJ), and another there May 29 (MJ).
Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at Glover
Rd & Barton St, Stoney Creek [HM] May
16 (LMa); one at Ruthven Park May 22
and one there May 25 (RL).
Black-billed Cuckoo: One at Sherwood
Forest Park May 13 * (RD,MM,AKe).
Common Nighthawk: One at Shell Park
[HL] May 16 * (JWa); one over Ottawa
& Barton Sts, Hamilton [HM] (KWi) and
one at Bronte (MJa) May 17; three at
Gage Park [HM] May 21 (LMa); six over
Sunrise Cres, Dundas [HM] May 25 (RD).
Eastern Whip-poor-will#: One at
University of Guelph Arboretum [WL] May
3 (AWa); one SM on a 4th floor apartment
balcony at Bold & Queen Sts, Hamilton
[HM] May 3 (PHa); one SM at Middletown
Rd S of Conc 5 [HM] May 20-31 (RPo).
Chimney Swift: Three at Van Wagners
Ponds May 1 (RD,CE).
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at
Confederation Park May 3 * (CE).
Red-headed Woodpecker#: One at
Grass Lake May 1 (BFr); one at Scenic
Dr W of Hwy 24 [BR] May 12-13 (JKi,ATi);
one at Beamer C.A. May 14 (NPH); one
at Van Wagners Ponds [HM] May 15
(LMa,LT); one at Sawmill Rd W of Shaver
Rd [HD] May 19 (GBs); one at Ruthven
Park May 19 (RL).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at
Edgelake Park May 5 L (RD,CE,DD).
Olive-sided Flycatcher#: One at
Lakeside Park, Mississauga [PL] May 8
* (JWa) ties the second earliest record
for the HSA; two at Sheldon Creek Trail,
Bronte [HL] May 13 (AD); one at Conc 8
& Spencer Creek, Beverly Swamp [HM]
(BC) and one at Edgelake Park (CE) May
18.
Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Ruthven
Park May 6 * (RL); one at Shoreacres
May 27 L (RD et al.).
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at
Shoreacres May 20 * (CE); three at
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Ruthven Park May 29 (RL).
Acadian Flycatcher#: One at St. George
St, Brantford [BR] May 21 * (BL).
Alder Flycatcher: One SM at Conc 8 &
Westover Rd, Beverly Swamp [HM] May
18 * (BC); one at Shoreacres May 27 L
(RD et al.).
Willow Flycatcher: One SM at Paddy
Green & Powerline Rds [HM] May 17 *
(RD).
Least Flycatcher: One at Van Wagners
Ponds May 1 * (RD,CE).
Great Crested Flycatcher: Birds on May
1 *: 1 –Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby (BC),
1 –Shell Park (MJ; AMC,JMC); four at
Eramosa Karst C.A. [HM] May 2 (LMa);
three at Edgelake Park May 3 (RD).
Eastern Kingbird: One at Van Wagners
Ponds May 1 * (RD,CE).
White-eyed Vireo#: One at Shoreacres
May 1 (LMa et al.).
Yellow-throated Vireo#: Birds on May
3 *: 1 –Beamer C.A. (RC et al.), 1 –Shell
Park (JBr), 1 –Ruthven Park (RL); one
terr. pair at Currie Tract [HL] May 6 (KKe);
one SM at Millgrove Loam Pits [HM] May
18-26 (BC; RD); one SM at Ruthven Park
May 31 (PSc).
Blue-headed Vireo: 12 at Sherwood
Forest Park May 3 (JBr); one at Shell
Park May 13 L (AD).
Warbling Vireo: Birds on May 1*:
1 –Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby (BC), 1
–Fifty Point C.A. (BC), 1 –South Shell
Waterfront Park [HL] (CE), 1 –Ruthven
Park (RL); nine at Confederation Park
(CE) May 3; 20 at N Shore of Cootes
Paradise May 14 (RD,CE).
Philadelphia Vireo: One at Woodland
Cemetery May 11 * (RD,CE); one at
Gage Park May 28 L (LMa).
Red-eyed Vireo: Four SM at Dundas
Valley C.A. May 6 * (RD,CE).
FISH CROW#: Two at Shoreacres May
2 (BW); one at University of Guelph
Arboretum May 7 (CEy); two at Bronte
Harbour May 8-26 (MJ; m.obs.); one at
Kenwood Ave, Burlington [HL] May 14
(MJ); two at Lakeshore Rd W of Walkers
Line [HL] May 18 (DD).
Common Raven#: One at Dofasco Trail
& 10th Rd E May 1 (RD).
Purple Martin: Four at Edgelake Park
May 5 (RD,CE,DD); 15 at Forty Mile
Creek, Grimsby May 12 (RD,CE).
Bank Swallow: Two at Burloak
Waterfront Park Apr 17 * (MJ).
Cliff Swallow: Four at Suncor Pier,
Bronte Apr 15 * (MJ); approx. 20 pairs
nesting at Compass Restaurant, Bronte
Harbour May 10 (ES).
Tufted Titmouse#: One at Ruthven Park

May 1-22 (RL).
Winter Wren: One SM at Westover Rd
N of Conc 8 May 1-30 (PS); one SM at
Dundas Valley C.A. [HM] May 6 (RD,CE);
one SM at Shoreacres Creek N of
Lakeshore Rd [HL] May 15 (RD,BC,CE);
one SM at Fifty Point C.A. (RD,BC,CE).
Sedge Wren#: One at Edgelake Park
May 3 * (RD); two at Rattray Marsh May
8 (WR).
Marsh Wren#: Three SM at Dundas
Marsh May 10 * (JBr), and seven SM
there May 14 (RD); three SM at Millgrove
Loam Pits May 18 (RD,CE).
Golden-crowned Kinglet: One SM at
Conc 6 W of Valens Rd [HM] May 26
(RD).
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 11 at N Shore
of Cootes Paradise May 14 (RD,CE).
Veery: One at Confederation Park May 2
* (JBr).
Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Shell
Park and one at Sheldon Creek Trail,
Bronte May 13 * (AD); one at Ruthven
Park May 25 (RL).
Swainson’s Thrush: One at Beamer
C.A. May 1 * (NPH); 12 at Sherwood
Forest Park May 3 (JBr); one at
Shoreacres May 27 L (RD et al.).
Hermit Thrush: One at Shoreacres
and one at Edgelake Park May 5 L
(RD,CE,DD).
Wood Thrush: Birds on May 2 *: 1 –Fifty
Point C.A. (JBr), 1 –Confederation Park
(JBr), 1 –Ruthven Park (RL).
Gray Catbird: One at Bronte Harbour
(MJ) and one at Confederation Park
(JBr) May 2 F; 17 at N Shore of Cootes
Pardise May 14 (RD,CE).
Brown Thrasher: One at Shoreacres
May 13 L (RD).
American Pipit: One at McPherson Rd,
Oakville May 2 F (MJ).
Lapland Longspur#: Birds NE of Great
Lakes Blvd & Rebecca Ave: 22 –May 9
(MJ), 10 –May 13 (RD,MM,AKe), 1f. –
May 16 L (MJ).
Ovenbird: One at Beamer C.A. (NPH)
and one at Sherwood Forest Park (CE)
May 1 *.
Northern Waterthrush: One at Shell
Park May 20 L (CE).
Golden-winged Warbler#: One at
Eramosa Karst C.A. May 3 * (CSc).
Blue-winged Warbler: One at Ruthven
Park May 2 * (RL); birds on May 3: 1m. –
Edgelake Park (RD), 1 –Shell Park (JBr),
1 –Rattray Marsh (MCr,WR), 4SM –Berry
Tract /Cartwright Sanctuary [HM] (SD);
five SM at Currie Tract May 6 (KKe).
Black-and-white Warbler: One m. at
Bronte Harbour Apr 20 * (MJ); eight at
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Shell Park May 4 (BW).
Prothonotary Warbler#: One at a
Hopkins Ct, Dundas feeder [HM] May 7 *
(fide GMN).
Tennessee Warbler: One at Christie
C.A. [HM] May 5 * (BW).
Orange-crowned Warbler: One at
Sherwood Forest Park (BC,BW) and one
at Eramosa Karst C.A. [HM] (LMa) May 2
F; one at Preservation Park, Guelph May
13 L (KKe).
Nashville Warbler: Eight at Edgelake
Park (RD) and nine at Sherwood Forest
Park (CE) May 3; 11 at Shell Park May 4
(BW).
Mourning Warbler: One m. at Forty Mile
Creek, Grimsby May 12 * (RD,CE); one
m. at Shoreacres May 13 (RD); birds at
Ruthven Park: 1f. –May 17, 1m. –May 20,
1 –May 26 L (RL).
Common Yellowthroat: One at South
Shell Waterfront Park May 2 F (MJ).
Hooded Warbler#: One at Rattray Marsh
May 3 * (WR); one SM at Dundas Valley
C.A. E of Paddy Green Rd [HM] May 17
(RD); one at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley
[HM] May 18 (DBu).
American Redstart: One at Sherwood
Forest Park (CE) and one at Shoreacres
(JBr) May 3 *; eight at Shoreacres May
27 (RD et al.); one SM at LaSalle Park
May 28 (RD,CE).
KIRTLAND’S WARBLER#: One m. at
Edgelake Park May 5 * (KWi; m.obs.)
provided the third record for the HSA and
first since 1969.
Cape May Warbler: One m. at Glow &
Parkdale Aves, Hamilton [HM] (TK) and
one at Ruthven Park (RL) May 1 *; three
at Edgelake Park (JBr) and one at Shell
Park (BW) May 4; birds on May 12: 1m.
–Edgelake Park, 4 –Fifty Point C.A., 2 –
Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby (RD,CE).
Cerulean Warbler#: One m. at Glow &
Parkdale Aves, Hamilton May 4 * (TK);
one at Christie C.A. May 5 (BW); one at
Bronte Cemetery [HL] May 13 (AD); one
m. at Fifty Point C.A. May 15 (KWi).
Northern Parula: One at Sherwood
Forest Park (CE,JBr) and one at
Lakeside Park, Mississauga (JWa) May
3.
Magnolia Warbler: One m. at Edgelake
Park (RD) and two at Shell Park (JBr)
May 3 *; 10 at Fifty Point C.A. May 19
(RD,BC,CE); one f. at Shell Park May 27
L (RD et al.).
Bay-breasted Warbler: One m. at
Woodland Cemetery May 11 * (RD,CE);
six at Edgelake Park May 12 (RD,CE).
Blackburnian Warbler: Birds on May
1 *: 2 –Sherwood Forest Park (CE),
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1 –Shell Park (AMC,JMC; LMa), 1 –
Edgelake Park (JBr).
Yellow Warbler: 15 at Confederation
Park May 7 (RD,CE); 90 at N Shore of
Cootes Paradise May 14 (RD,CE).
Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Bronte
Woods [HL] (MJ) and one at Ruthven
Park (RL) May 2 *; one at N Shore of
Cootes Paradise May 27 L (BW).
Blackpoll Warbler: Birds on May 13
*: 1m. –Shoreacres (RD), 2 –Sheldon
Creek Trail, Bronte [HL] (AD), 1m. –
Confederation Park (LMa); one m. at
Sheldon Creek Trail, Bronte May 27 L
(RD et al.).
Black-throated Blue Warbler: Two m. at
Bronte May 2 * (MJ).
Palm Warbler: Ten at Fifty Point C.A.
May 2 (JBr); birds on May 3: 12 –
Edgelake Park (RD), 15 –Confederation
Park (CE), 10 –Woodland Cemetery
(RD); 20 at Edgelake Park May 5 (RD et
al.).
Pine Warbler: Two SM at LaSalle Park
May 28 (RD,CE).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: 80 at Forty
Mile Creek, Grimsby and 60 at Fifty Point
C.A. May 1 (BC); 45 at Bronte Bluffs Park
(BC,BW) and 50 at Fifty Point C.A. (JBr)
May 2; birds on May 3: 70 –Edgelake
Park (RD), 20 –Confederation Park (CE),
25 –Woodland Cemetery (RD); 100 at
Edgelake Park May 5 (RD et al.); 330 at
S Shore of Cootes Paradise (BW) and 60
at Confederation Park (RD,CE) May 7; 35
at Woodland Cemetery May 11 (RD,CE).
Prairie Warbler#: One f. at Sherwood
Forest Park May 16 * (CE); one SM NW
of Conc 6 & Westover Rd May 23-31
(BC; m.obs.).
Black-throated Green Warbler: Seven
SM at Dundas Valley C.A. May 6
(RD,CE).
Canada Warbler: One m. at Edgelake
Park May 4 * (JBr; JMi) provided the
second earliest record for the HSA;
one at Christie C.A. May 5 (BW) is the
third earliest record for the HSA; one
m. at Ruthven Park May 6 (RL); one
m. at Shell Park (RD et al.) and one at
Shoreacres (CE,DD) May 27 L.
Wilson’s Warbler: One m. at Shoreacres
May 5 F (RD,CE,DD), and two m. there
May 27 L (RD et al.).
Clay-colored Sparrow#: One at Rattray
Marsh May 3 * (WR); one at Superior
Ct E of Burloak Dr [HL] May 5 (MJ);
one at Lakeside Park, Mississauga May
8-9 (JWa; BW); one at Bayfront Park
Hamilton [HM] May 11 (LHu,ZHu); one
at Ruthven Park May 13 (RL); five SM
at Dundas Valley E of Paddy Green Rd

May 17 (RD); three SM NW of Conc 6 &
Valens Rd May 26 (RD).
Vesper Sparrow: Two at Middletown
Rd & Conc 5 [HM] May 5 (BW); one SM
at Highland Rd & 7th Rd E [HM] May 15
(KWi); one at Ruthven Park May 27 (RL).
Savannah Sparrow: 15 E of Burloak Rd
& Great Lakes Blvd May 9 (CE).
Grasshopper Sparrow#: One SM at
Grass Lake May 1-6 (BFr; RD); one SM
at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail (JBr) and
one at Eramosa Karst C.A. (LMa) May
2; one SM at NW of Conc 6 & Valens Rd
May 3 (TO), and four SM there May 30
(BW); one at Confederation Park May
4 (JBr); two at Middletown Rd & Conc 5
May 5 (BW); one at Hyde Tract May 14
(LMa,BV); six SM NW of Conc 6 & Valens
Rd May 26 (RD).
Nelson’s Sparrow#: One at Valens Rd
& Conc 6 [HM] May 27 * (CDu) provided
only the second spring record for the
HSA.
Fox Sparrow: Two at Sheldon Creek
Trail, Bronte Apr 21 L (MJ).
Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Shoreacres
(JBr) and one at Lakeside Park,
Mississauga (JWa) May 3 *.
Swamp Sparrow: One at Shoreacres
May 13 L (RD).
White-throated Sparrow: 40 at Dofasco
Trail E of 10th Rd E May 5 (RD); one at
Gage Park May 27 L (LMa).
White-crowned Sparrow: 15 at
Confederation Park May 3 (CE); 14 at
Dofasco Trail E of 10th Rd E May 5 (RD).
Dark-eyed Junco: One at Edgelake Park
May 5 L (RD,CE,DD).
Scarlet Tanager: One m. at Sherwood
Forest Park May 3 (CE), and seven there
May 13 (RD,MM,AKe).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Birds on
May 1: 1 –Sherwood Forest Park (CE),
1 –Edgelake Park (JBr), 1 –Ryckman’s
Corners [HM] (DLi,DPr), 1 –Ruthven Park
(RL); 23 at Currie Tract May 6 (KKe).
Indigo Bunting: One at Ruthven Park
May 4 * (RL); five at Christie C.A. May
5 (BW); four SM at Dundas Valley C.A.
May 6 (RD,CE).
Rusty Blackbird: Eight at Conc 4 E of
Millgrove Sideroad [HM] May 2 (BC); two
at Edgelake Park May 3-4 (RD; JMi); 80
at Middletown Rd & Conc 6 [HM] May 5
(BW); one at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby
May 12 L (RD,CE).
Orchard Oriole#: Two at Confederation
Park May 2 * (JBr); one m. at Hidden
Valley Park [HL] May 3 (BCo); birds at
Ruthven Park: 1 –May 3, 1m. –May 5,
1 –May 9, 1m. –May 13, 1 –May 14, 2
–May 18, 2 –May 25 (RL); one at Brant
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Park C.A., Brantford [BR] May 4 (DBn);
one at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May
7 (BW); one m. at Rattray Marsh May 9
(BW, JWa); one m. at Dofasco Trail E of
10th Rd E May 10 (CE); two at Sumach
Rd, Aldershot [HL] May 10 (CS); one m.
at Fifty Point C.A. May 12 (RD); two m. +
one f. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 18
(RD,CE).

Baltimore Oriole: Eight at Confederation
Park May 3 (CE).
White-winged Crossbill#: 20 at Christie
C.A. May 12 (BCu); one at Burloak
Waterfront Park May 29 L (MJ) provides a
record late spring date for the HSA.
Pine Siskin: Two at Dundas Valley
C.A. May 6 (RD,CE); one at Woodland
Cemetery May 18 (RD); one at Suncor

Pier, Bronte May 22 (MJ); one terr. m. at
Sunrise Cres, Dundas May 25 (RD).
Please send your bird records for JuneJuly 2012 by Nov 10 to: Rob Dobos, 21
Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H 3S1;
ph: (905) 628-0297; e-mail: rdobos@
cogeco.ca

Great Egret in peach sunset. Murrells Inlet, South Carolina. May 4, 2012.
Photo by Tim King.

Besides its regular diet of caterpillars, this Black-billed Cuckoo appears to
relish grasshoppers much the same. Joe Sam’s Park, north Waterdown.
Sept. 27, 2012. Photo by Tom Thomas.

Yellow-rumped Warbler. Valley Inn Road, Burlington. Sept.30, 2012.
Photo by Scott Gilbertson.

Hooded Merganser. LaSalle Park, Burlington. Oct. 11, 2012.
Photo by Joanne Redwood.

Yellow-rumped Warbler. Valley Inn Road, Burlington. Sept.30, 2012.
Photo by Scott Gilbertson.

Dunlin. Burlington Beach. Sept. 23, 2012. Photo by Joanne Redwood.
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Support the Wood Duck

We hope you like the look of the Wood Duck – the journal of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. This is our “public
face” – featuring first-rate articles that focus on local natural history, complete with outstanding photography
from our talented local photographers - the appearance matches the content! We hope that the new look will
enhance the readers’ enjoyment of our journal and spark increased public interest in our Club and its nature
conservation work. However, the improved journal quality requires additional funds. It will cost more to print
the Wood Duck – money we plan to raise without increasing membership fees.
Therefore, we encourage you to strongly support this new vision for our journal, and give generously to the
General Fund, the Club fund that pays for its publication.
We’ve seen in the past that HNC members have generously donated funds to the Club, and we encourage you to
earmark a portion of your annual donations to the General Fund to support the Wood Duck.
Thank you for your consideration.
The HNC Publications Committee

On Sunday, Sept. 2, 2012, at Van Wagner’s Beach, birders, including Zakhar Husak (foreground) lined up looking for jaegers and rare gulls.
Fifty-two Sabine’s Gulls had been seen the previous day. Jaegers were far out, almost too far for scopes to identify, except for a few kind
Parasitic and Long-tailed Jaegers who graced us with a closer look. Photo taken by Beth Jefferson.
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