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© Frank and Sandra Horvath
Two Barred Owls (Strix varia) were seen during the Hamilton Fall Bird Count, held on November 4, 2012. It’s only been the second time that
this species was seen during 39 years of the Count’s history (see page 78). These owls, also called
Eight Hooters, Rain Owls, Wood Owls, or Striped Owls, need old trees to nest in, using old Pileated Woodpecker, hawk, or squirrel nests.
This Barred Owl was seen at Presqu’ile Provincial Park. Jan. 12, 2012. Photo by Frank and Sandra Horvath.
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Orange-crowned Warbler. Wetland Trails, Flamborough. October 7, 2012. Photo by Tom Thomas.
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Arlene McCaw – Junior Volunteer of the Year for 2012
by Elaine Serena

A

t the November HNC meeting Arlene McCaw was
honoured with the 2012 Junior Volunteer of the Year
Award for her readiness to volunteer and help out with
many HNC events since she joined the HNC in 2001. She served
on the Board as Bird Study Group leader from 2004-2008, quietly
giving us thoughtful comments on our various endeavours and
activities, always supportive and appreciative of other members,
yet having very practical suggestions for action. Since then she
has quietly and efficiently helped out and filled in as leader on
numerous occasions when other BSG leaders were absent.
She has been an integral part of the BSG Planning Committee
and continues to do this, drawing up agendas and generally
organizing the group. She is a faithful helper at BSG meetings,
and you can depend on her to be there with her husband, Jim,
to get the room ready and display the membership name-tags.

Christmas meetings, Fall Bird Counts, and chili suppers, as well.
She participates in the Fall Bird Count each year and many other
HNC activities.
Arlene is one of those special people that are always quick to help
and to give very sound advice!

Arlene has also assisted with many other HNC special events,
such as the 90th anniversary celebrations, and has provided
delicious baked goods not only for these occasions, but for

Elaine Serena (left) with Arlene McCaw (right),
the Junior Volunteer of the Year Award holder for 2012.

Seeds for Winter Birds

by June Hitchcox, Courtesy of the Apsley Voice

I

t is always interesting to see birds up close so that we can
have a really good look at them. Having bird feeders helps
us do that. Identifying birds at a winter bird feeder is easier
because many species have migrated south so there are fewer
species to see. Perhaps the first thing that we note is that most of
these birds have strong bills. They are birds that are seed eaters,
able to crack seeds open for the “meat” inside. Evening Grosbeaks
have extra strong bills that can even crack cherry pits! Sunflower
seeds attract many different species – Chickadees, Blue Jays, both
Red-breasted and White-breasted Nuthatches, Cardinals, Purple
Finches and more. “Premium black-oil sunflower seeds” are the
most nutritious. Goldfinches, Juncos and others with bills that

are not as strong, need small seeds such as millet, canary seed
and broken-up sunflower seeds called “chips of sunflower seeds”.
Having visitors at your feeder may prompt you to try some experiments. Try hanging the feeder up high; your height; quite low;
near bushes; out in the open; seeds scattered on the ground and
you will find what habitat is comfortable for the different species.
Also of interest is to note which species prefer to eat in the morning, throughout the day or at dusk. When the feeders are empty
and the birds have become to trust you, they will come to your
hand for seeds. We have had birds gently tapping on our windows when our feeders are empty, to remind us to get more seeds!

The HNC will sell 2012 Ontario Nature Greeting Cards this season. This
year's card features an image of the Black-capped Chickadee by photographer Robert
McCaw. A sign-up sheet to order will be available at the meeting on Monday night. The
cards should arrive in time for the Dec. 3 Bird Study Group meeting and the club meeting on Dec. 10. The price is $10 for a package of 10 cards and 10 envelopes.
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Jim Stollard – Senior Volunteer of the Year Award for 2012
by Bill Lamond

J

im Stollard is the 2012 winner of the HNC Senior Volunteer
of the Year Award, awarded at the HNC general meeting at
the Royal Botanical Gardens on 12 November 2012.

Jim has also been involved in many other HNC activities.

I was the Board member who put forth his name at the June
HNC Board meeting as the Senior candidate. I can’t think of
anyone more deserving of this award than Jim. His volunteer
accomplishments for the HNC are immense.
Unfortunately I did not have the time to uncover everything that
Jim has done for the HNC over the years. However, my time on
the Board with him gives me enough information to make his
selection highly appropriate.
Jim has been an HNC member since about 1975. He has been on
the HNC Board from October 2002 until October 2011. That’s a
term of 9 years! He was the HNC’s Treasurer from October 2002
until October 2007. Jim was an excellent Treasurer for the HNC
and was exceptionally thorough in his work, steering the HNC
through the early years of the Thomson bequest.

•

For several years Jim has been, and still is, an active member
of the Sanctuary Committee.

•

For many years Jim has been, and still continues to be, on the
Mailing Committee.

•

Jim is a member of the Wood Duck Publications Committee.

•

Jim is the HNC liaison between the HNC and HCA for the
current NAI of the City of Hamilton.

•

Jim was heavily involved in the promotion and completion
the Halton NAI.

In summary, I can’t think of anyone who has invested as much
time over the last 10 years in the HNC as Jim Stollard. He was,
to me, the obvious candidate for the Senior Volunteer of the Year
(VOY) Award for 2012 and is a most deserving winner.

Jim became the HNC President for one year from October 2007
to October 2008 after which he became Past President for three
years, leaving the Board in October, 2011. I can attest to Jim’s
excellent work while on the Board. His title may have been Past
President but he was anything but “past”, as he was very active
on the Club executive. Jim was very helpful in making sure the
work on the Board work was carried out. He meticulously kept
on top of many files to make sure everything ran smoothly. Jim
was a great aid to me when I was President and was very helpful
to me in my duties.

Bill Lamond (left) presents the Senior Volunteer of the Year Award to
Jim Stollard (right). Photo by Herman van Barneveld.

Name that Mystery Bird!
This month there are another three birds to guess, but you only get to see a part of the bird:

1

2

3

We’ll show the complete photograph next month. Results from Last Month: 1. Bay-breasted Warbler 2. Black-throated Blue Warbler 3. Northern Parula; All three birds were guessed correctly by Caleb Scholtens from Hamilton and
Wray Provo from Burlington.
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Hamilton Fall Bird Count 2012
by Bill Lamond

T

he 39th annual Hamilton Fall bird Count (HFBC)
was a record breaker. The 149 species recorded beat the previous record of 147 species set in
2006. It was a fantastic day for birds on 4 November 2012
with several good sightings and many things to talk about.
First off, the weather. It was a cool to cold day, with a seasonal
morning low of about 0oC. It only warmed up to 3-4oC depending on location. The wind was from the NW and very modest although some parties (southshore lake areas) reported brisk winds
in the morning. It was essentially 100% overcast with some very
minor sunny breaks in the afternoon. So, while it wasn’t necessarily a pleasant day to be outdoors, it was good weather for seeing
and recording birds.
Now the birds. The highlight of the Count was the female Western
Tanager found by Rob Dobos and Cheryl Edgecombe in Westdale
Ravine on the south shore of Cootes Paradise. This was a first record for the Count and only the 4th record for the Hamilton Study
Area (HSA), although there are at least 35 records of this rare
western vagrant for southern Ontario (fide Alan Wormington).
Also new for the Count was the male Eurasian Wigeon spotted
at Mountsberg Reservoir by Rohan and Marina van Twest. Although one might think this species was overdue for the Count
– there are over 40 records for the study area – this was only the
second fall record for the HSA so this species is rightly termed
“an extremely rare fall transient” in Birds of Hamilton. These two
new species push the all-time cumulative fall Count list to 246
species. I’m sure we’ll make it to 300 species in about 40 years. We
are adding an average of about 1.5 species per year and despite the
fact that the pool of potential new birds diminishes with each new
addition, most lists of this nature just keep on growing.
The 2012 Count had its best day ever for “hawks”. I put hawks
in quotations as it is now just an umbrella group of birds that are
not closely related, as “true hawks” – buteos and accipiters – are
not related to New World vultures (closer to storks) and falcons
are now considered more closely related to parrots! As crazy as
the falcon-parrot relationship sounds, I can see several aspects of
similarity without the DNA evidence. Nonetheless I will continue
to group the “hawks” as it just seems intuitive to do so. Anyways,
we recorded 15 species of this “group” tying the record set in 2007.
The most notable “hawk” was a dark-morph Gyrfalcon spotted by
Erika Hentsch and Brett Fried at Van Wagners Beach. This was the
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second record of Gyrfalcon for the Count, the first being exactly
20 years ago, also from Van Wagners Beach. This is a very rare
species for Hamilton with only a dozen previous records. Almost
as significant as the Gyrfalcon, was the number of Golden Eagles
this year. We recorded 12 of these spectacular raptors, smashing the previous record of five set two years ago. Initially when
I was doing the compilation, I was asking participants to record
the times of their eagles so I could perhaps filter out duplication.
It soon became apparent to me that this was a waste of time; it
was just too difficult. Yes, some Golden Eagles could have been
recorded twice as they passed through the HSA on Count day,
but many of the sightings were spread out from north to south
and were definitely not seen twice. Additionally there was a major movement of Golden Eagles through the HSA during the Fall
Count. The extended rainy weather of the second-half of October
had held-up their migration and they poured through beginning
on November 3rd. Totals at Hawk Cliff on Nov 3rd were 51, Nov
4th – 43, Nov 5th – 29. These are amazing totals and many of these
birds would have passed through the HSA. Hard to know what
percentage, but it would be significant. What I’m trying to indicate is that even if there was some double-counting going on, I’m
sure the Count total is still an underestimate of the number of
Golden Eagles that passed through the HSA on November 4th.
Other impressive totals were had by Bald Eagles with 13 sighted.
This surpasses the previous high of seven set in 2010. Not surprising really, as the numbers of Bald Eagles are climbing as it becomes a much more common breeder in eastern North America
including the Hamilton area. Also significant were the five Northern Goshawks reported, tying the Count record. This species is
definitely being seen at above-average numbers this fall. Migrating Red-shouldered and Red-tailed Hawks were also recorded in
above-average numbers this year for the same reason as for Golden Eagles.
Another exceptional aspect of this year’s Count were the finches,
possibly besting the “hawks”. We recorded nine species of finch!
This has never been done before – although it would also have
been accomplished in 1977 if House Finch had existed in the HSA
at that time. I’m not sure which finch species was the most significant. Certainly the number of Evening Grosbeaks (117) was
impressive for this formerly-common HSA species. The 2012 total is the highest since 1995. I’m sure a few of our newer birders
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are getting this species on their HSA lists for the first time. Also
of note were the two Red Crossbills recorded at the Crawford
Tract. This “significant species” (seen on 20% of Counts or less)
was recorded for only the 4th time on the Count with the last record being 35 years ago in 1977. The four Pine Grosbeaks this
year were listed by three separate parties and it marked the first
time this “significant species” has been seen on the HFBC since
1993. White-winged Crossbills also put on a great showing this
year with many groups reporting them and the 427 reported was
an all-time record by a huge margin. Rounding out the finch list
were good numbers of Pine Siskin and modest numbers of Purple
Finch and Common Redpoll.
Another group that I want to discuss is owls. A few times we
have only had two species on the Count but most years we average about 3.5 species. This year there were six species. Only in
1991 were this many owl species listed. The obvious owl highlight in 2012 was Barred Owl. We recorded two Barred Owls in
the northern half of the birding circle, one by Brian and Dolores Mishell on Ofield Road, and the other at Joe Sams Park by
Tom Thomas and Peter Booker. This was only the second time
this species has been on the HFBC. The fact that there were two
Barred Owls on the Count plus a few others seen in the week after
the Count, indicates that a southern irruption is taking place of
this fine northerner.
There were several other highlights this year. Only the 2nd Countrecord – surprisingly – of Iceland Gull was observed at Mohawk
Lake in Brantford. Barn Swallow and Purple Sandpiper had their
4th Count-records, with three of the former species at the Burlington Sewage Treatment Plant and the Purple Sandpiper on
the Lake Ontario shoreline just east of Joshua Creek in Oakville.
There were 6th Count-records of Glaucous Gull, Pomarine Jaeger and American Redstart. The Glaucous Gull was observed at
Cootes Paradise and the Pomarine Jaeger was spotted flying past
Oakville Harbour. The American Redstart was seen at La Salle
Park. Also of note were the 8th Count-records of Bohemian Waxwing which were observed at Binbrook C.A.,and also at Beke and
Shouldice Roads south of Cambridge. Other interesting species
noted were Harlequin Duck (5!), Osprey, Sandhill Crane, Shorteared Owl, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Marsh Wren, and Nashville
Warbler.
There were also some high counts that were outstanding. The
Brant total, at 42, bested the previous high of 10 in 1992. This
total was the result of one flock of 41 Brant that was observed at
Van Wagners Beach. The Tufted Titmouse count of 17 was about
250% higher than the previous high count. Most of these (10)
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were in the Ruthven area and it will be interesting to see if this
area becomes a “beachhead” for this species further expansion
into the HSA. Elsewhere in the region it has always been a rare
to uncommon species. Red-bellied Woodpeckers are no longer a
species of note. This year there were 202 individuals tallied which
is a 50% increase from the previous high in 2010. Now I know
there are some areas in the HSA where this species is still an uncommon sight, but I am sure this will not be the case in a few
more years. Red-bellied Woodpecker is now more common than
Hairy Woodpecker! No worries however, that it is out-competing
Hairy Woodpeckers; Hairy Woodpecker also had a record-count
this year (134), 35% higher than the previous record. Lastly, I
should discuss the total of Red-breasted Nuthatches. This species
movements are much like a finch and its numbers can be quite
erratic. It is on the move this year, like all finch species, and was
at record numbers on the Count this year. The 234 listed this year
is a 230% increase on the previous high in 2008.
There were some disappointing results from this year’s Count.
The shorebird scene on the Count was quite depressing. There
is no good news here save for the Purple Sandpiper record. Only
five species were tallied which is the lowest total ever. We missed
many species of course, but missed Greater Yellowlegs for the
first time. It was not just the pathetic species list but the numbers
of those that were recorded. Only 72 individual shorebirds were
listed, and of these 66 were Killdeer. This number is at least 50%
of the previous low total. Bleak indeed. Many shorebird populations are decreasing and this is no doubt a factor but lack of habitat may well be the biggest culprit here. The abundant rainfall in
the last two weeks of October may have flooded suitable mudflats
and river-edge habitats, encouraging the shorebirds to move on.
At Cootes Paradise this was not the case as the mudflats were as
extensive as they have ever been. Here, the very dry weather this
summer and low Lake Ontario levels resulted in mudflats being
exposed earlier than normal and thus becoming unproductive
earlier, so shorebirds were not lingering. No point dwelling on
this situation, especially since last year we recorded 10 species.
So was the 2012 Count the best of them all? Hard to grade for
sure, but based on total species, one could argue that 2012 is the
best year. However, I think much more comes into play. I look to
the number of “significant species” (“ss”) to compare counts. This
year’s Count had 11 “ss”. In comparison, the 1975 Count recorded
only 133 species but had 14 “ss”. Of these there were some real
rarities: Little Blue Heron, Solitary Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper,
Grasshopper Sparrow, Harris’s Sparrow – none of which have
ever occurred again on the Fall Count. The total of 133 species
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is deceptive too, as for that time period, Party Hours and coverage were much reduced compared to now. One could also look
to the 2006 Count with 147 species and 11 “ss”. The rarities that
year were Cattle Egret, Sora, White-eyed Vireo, Varied Thrush,
Yellow-throated Warbler and Bay-breasted Warbler. Comparable
perhaps with 2012, but not with 1976 I think. Still all in all, everyone will have their own opinion. I’m sure the birders that saw the
Western Tanager this year will say that this is the best Count ever!

In summation I want to thank participants for sending me their
Count results very quickly. This was so helpful in getting this
compilation finished and ready for the December Wood Duck. I
hope all of you will be back next year for the 40th Hamilton Fall
Bird Count!

2012 RESULTS
Area Covered: Selected areas within a 40.2km radius (25 miles)
of Dundurn Castle, Hamilton, Ontario (Hamilton Study AreaHSA) including: the Lake Ontario shoreline from Port Credit to
Beamsville; the Conservation Areas of Berry, Binbrook, Burns,
Christie, Confederation, Felker’s Falls, Fifty Point, Iroquois
Heights, Mountsberg, Dumfries, Valens, Dundas Valley, and
Spencer Gorge; Grass, Islay, Puslinch, Mohawk and Dunmark
Lakes; Bronte Creek Provincial Park; Scotch Block Reservoir;
Cootes Paradise; Woodland & Holy Sepulchre Cemeteries; King’s
Forest; Esquesing, Crawford, Rockton, Patterson, Hyde and
Frank Tracts; Bronte, Rattray, Middletown, and Van Wagners
Marshes; Courtcliffe Park; Rock Chapel Sanctuary; Waterworks
Park; Joe Sam’s Park; Shell Park; Green Lane Wetland; Brantford
and Tom Howe (Hagersville) Landfills; Six Nations Indian Reserve; Beverly Swamp; Hamilton Harbour; Windermere Basin;
Mill, Milton Town & Tollgate Ponds; Smithville, Grimsby, and
Cainsville Sewage Ponds; Borers, Ancaster, Stoney, Bronte, and
Oakville Creek ravines; Red Hill, Dundas, and Hendrie Valleys;
and the Grand River from Cayuga to Cambridge.
Sunday, November 4, 2012: 12:00-12:30am (owling), 2:456:45am (owling), 6:45am to 5:15pm. Weather: Temperature 0.0oC
at sunrise, increasing to a high of about 4.0oC by 3pm (Hamilton Airport). Winds calm at dawn increasing to an average of
10km/h by noon with gust to 17km. Some areas near the lake
and in the north part of the circle experienced brisk winds in
the morning. Winds out of the NNW. Skies overcast with some
very modest sunny breaks mid-afternoon. No precipitation. 157
observers in 76 parties. Total party-hours: 471.

Species: Underlined totals represent record-high numbers.
Numbers in brackets following underlined totals give the previous high count followed by the year(s). Single underlined species
require documentation for the Hamilton Bird Records CommitPage 80

tee either as date or geographic rarities based on Date Guide to
the Birds of the Hamilton Area. Double underlined species require documentation to the Ontario Bird Records Committee.
Italicized species are “significant species” – species seen on 20%
of Counts or fewer.
Snow Goose 2; Brant 42 (10-92); Canada Goose 14,698; Mute
Swan 217 (212-10); Trumpeter Swan 72; Tundra Swan 1; Wood
Duck 45; Gadwall 516; Eurasian Wigeon 1 (RvT,MvT); American Wigeon 78; American Black Duck 413; Mallard 5,784 ;
Blue-winged Teal 1; Northern Shoveler 302; Northern Pintail
26; Green-winged Teal 716; Canvasback 25; Redhead 154; Ringnecked Duck 576; Lesser Scaup 380; Greater Scaup 1,114; Harlequin Duck 5 (2-02); Surf Scoter 189; White-winged Scoter
2,130 (1,599-04); Black Scoter 81; Long-tailed Duck (Oldsquaw)
44,381; Bufflehead 756; Common Goldeneye 840; Hooded Merganser 401; Common Merganser 383; Red-breasted Merganser
1,832; Ruddy Duck 707; Ruffed Grouse 4; Wild Turkey 154 (10010); Red-throated Loon 14; Common Loon 23; Pied-billed Grebe
28; Horned Grebe 36; Red-necked Grebe 71; Double-crested
Cormorant 110; Great Blue Heron 123; Black-crowned NightHeron 13; Turkey Vulture 79; Osprey 1; Bald Eagle 13 (7-10);
Northern Harrier 15; Sharp-shinned Hawk 20; Cooper’s Hawk
38; Northern Goshawk 5 (5-99); Red-shouldered Hawk 15; Redtailed Hawk 588; Rough-legged Hawk 3; Golden Eagle 12 (5-10);
American Kestrel 38; Merlin 9; Gyrfalcon 1 (BF,EH); Peregrine
Falcon 4; American Coot 669; Sandhill Crane 35 (30-10); Killdeer
66; Purple Sandpiper 1 (LFa); Dunlin 2; Wilson’s Snipe 1; American Woodcock 2; Bonaparte’s Gull 8; Ring-billed Gull 9,503; Herring Gull 1,617; Iceland Gull 1 (BL); Lesser Black-backed Gull 2;
Glaucous Gull 1 (CE,RD); Great Black-backed Gull 33; Pomarine
Jaeger 1 (LFa); Rock Pigeon 2,730; Mourning Dove 2,165; Eastern Screech-Owl 25; Great Horned Owl 16; Barred Owl 2 (TT,PBBMi,DMi); Long-eared Owl 4; Short-eared Owl 3; Northern
Saw-whet Owl 1; Belted Kingfisher 28; Red-bellied Woodpecker
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202 (132-10); Yellow-belled Sapsucker 2; Downy Woodpecker
431; Hairy Woodpecker 134 (99-09); Northern Flicker 30; Pileated Woodpecker 12; Eastern Phoebe 5; Northern Shrike 10; Blue
Jay 1,158; American Crow 2,251; Common Raven 5 (4-07,11);
Horned Lark 99; Barn Swallow 3 (BCu,GS,ES,AM,JM); Blackcapped Chickadee 3,063; Tufted Titmouse 17 (7-10); Red-breasted Nuthatch 234 (102-08); White-breasted Nuthatch 387; Brown
Creeper 47; Carolina Wren 75 (67-09); Winter Wren 20; Marsh
Wren 1; Golden-crowned Kinglet 189; Ruby-crowned Kinglet 36;
Eastern Bluebird 109; Hermit Thrush 31; American Robin 3,920;
Gray Catbird 1; Northern Mockingbird 54; Brown Thrasher 1; European Starling 39,896; American Pipit 436; Bohemian Waxwing
5 (NP,MP-BR,RM); Cedar Waxwing 2,527; Lapland Longspur 2;
Snow Bunting 99; Orange-crowned Warbler 1; Nashville Warbler
1; Common Yellowthroat 2; American Redstart 1 (DBe,BHo);
Yellow-rumped Warbler 38; Eastern Towhee 1; American Tree

White-winged Crossbill. Fifty Point Conservation Area. January 10, 2009.
Photo by Sandra and Frank Horvath.

Sparrow 1,150; Chipping Sparrow 14; Field Sparrow 8; Savannah
Sparrow 1; Fox Sparrow 124; Song Sparrow 146; Swamp Sparrow 44; White-throated Sparrow 316; White-crowned Sparrow
39; Dark-eyed Junco 3,027; Western Tanager 1 (RD,CE); Northern Cardinal 764; Red-winged Blackbird 2,196; Eastern Meadowlark 4; Rusty Blackbird 36; Common Grackle 23; Brown-headed
Cowbird 87; Pine Grosbeak 4 (BKW-RvT,MvT- BWi,HW,JG) (see
photo at right); Purple Finch 14; House Finch 683; Red Crossbill
2 (RvT); White-winged Crossbill 427 (94-77) (see photo above);
Common Redpoll 11; Pine Siskin 217; American Goldfinch
2,218; Evening Grosbeak 117; House Sparrow 1,955.

Evening Grosbeak. Port Loring. August 3,2007.
Photo by Frank and Sandra Horvath.

Observers: Sarah Auld, Paul Baldassi, Anna Baranova, Glenn
Barnett, Glenn Barrett, Graham Barrett, Gerten Basom, Mary
Ann Bastien, Dave Bell, Peter Booker, Jason Bracey, Hazel Broker, Courtney Brown, Duane Brown, Alvin Buckley, Fran Bullock, Wayne Bullock, Jim Burrell, Ken Burrell, Mike Burrell, Mike
Cadman, Jerry Chapple, Nina Chapple, Barb Charlton, Mark
Cranford, Rob Crawford, Bill Crins, Carol Croke, Tom Crooks,
Bob Curry, Emily Damstra, Ken Dance, Sandy Darling, Donna DeBruin, Marco DeBruin, Rob Dobos, Bill Doekes, Gerry
Doekes, Andrew Don, Dave Don, Chris Dunn, Judy Eberspaecher, Cheryl Edgecombe, Gavin Edmondstone, Luc Fazio, Larry
Ford, Tom Ford, Randy Fowler, Brett Fried, Nancy Furber, Denys
Gardiner, Fraser Gibson, Gerrie Grainge, Alex Gray, Jerry Guenther, Todd Hagedorn, John Hannah, Bill Harris, Erika Hentsch,
Jim Heslop, Fran Hicks, Meryl Hodnett, Brandon Holden, Frank
Horvath, Sandra Horvath, Lynda Hughes, Lukian Husak, Zakhar
Husak, Adam Jatrznia, Beth Jefferson, Mark Jennings, Barry
Jones, Manfred Kolster, Ursula Kolster, Ruth Kroft, Bill Lamond

Total: 149 species; 161,744 individuals.
Count Period Birds (seen day before or day after Count but not
on Count day): none.
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Pine Grosbeak. Burlington. December 26, 2007.
Photo by Frank and Sandra Horvath.
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Bohemian Waxwing. (Bombycilla garrulus). Homestead Avenue, Hamilton. Nov.16, 2012. Photo by Joanne Redwood.

(compiler), Joyce Lechasseur, Dennis Lewington, Gwen Lewington, Joyce Litster, Rick Ludkin, Garrett Luft, Ron Luft, Rudy
Luft, Robert Maciver, Bruce Mackenzie, Deborah MacLeod,
Len Manning, Lou Marsh, Arlene McCaw, Jim McCaw, Sheldon McGregor, Brian McHattie, Bill McIlveen, Anne McLagan,
Kevin McLaughlin, Don McLean, Anthony Meaney, Chantal
Miller, Jason Miller, Joy Miller, Matt Mills, Brian Mishell, Dolores Mishell, Frank Morley, Chris Motherwell, Owen Novoselac,
Ben Oldfield, Stephanie Oldfield, John Olmsted, Rose Petersen,
Brian Pomfret, Mary Pomfret, Norm Pomfret, Jim Pringle, Bill

Female White-winged Crossbill. Courtcliffe Park, Flamborough.
Nov.5, 2012. Photo by Tom Thomas.
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Read, Wilma Robertson, Michael Runtz, Alf Senior, Elaine Serena, Donna Sheppard, Glenda Slessor, Bill Smith, Diane Smith,
Dorothy Smith, Ian Smith, Nancy Smith, Paul Smith, Robert
Stamp, Larry Staniforth, Chris Street, Mike Street, John Struger,
Jessie Taylor, Neil Taylor, Tys Theysmeyer, George Thomas, Tom
Thomas, John Tomins, Michelle Tomins, Marina van Twest, Rohan van Twest, Mary Voisin, Rob Waldhuber, Phil Walker, Joan
Wallace, Jim Watt, Reinder Westerhoff, Angie Williams, Ken
Williams, Don Wills, Bill Wilson, Heather Wilson, Dave Wood,
Eleanor Wood, Bryan Wyatt, Brian K Wylie, (Hamilton Natu-

Black-throated Blue Warbler. Wetland Trails, North Flamborough.
Oct.7, 2012. Photo by Tom Thomas.
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Impacts of Wind Turbines and White Nose Syndrome on Bats
by Louise Unitt

T

he keynote speaker at HNC’s October 1 general meeting
was biologist Lesley Hale, a Science Specialist at the Science & Information Branch of the Ministry of Natural
Resources (MNR). Lesley’s purpose for the evening was to inform us of two environmental threats our bats are facing—wind
turbines and White Nose Syndrome (WNS).
Lesley began with an overview of bats, which can be found everywhere but the harshest desert and Polar regions. They are the
only mammals capable of flight (flying squirrels glide but do not
fly), and can attain speeds of 35 kilometres an hour. People sometimes assume that bats are rodents, but they are actually more
closely related to chimpanzees. Bats are a diverse group, whose
more than 1,200 species make up 20% of the world’s mammal
species. Largest of all are Indonesia’s flying foxes, which have a
10-foot wing span. The minuscule Bumblebee Bat is our smallest
species.
While showing us pictures of various bats, Lesley noted that biological diversity is evident in their faces, which reflect their specializations. For example, big eyes and a long nose enhance the
senses of sight and smell for the flying fox, a bat that does not
use echolocation. Protuberances between the lips and the gums
of a Wrinkle-faced Bat filter juice from its fruit diet towards the
mouth. The only bats that consume blood are the three vampire
species, whose front teeth are specialized for cutting. Their bite
introduces a substance that prevents a victim’s blood from clotting. Contrary to their popular image, Lesley assured us, vampire
bats are actually gentle creatures.
Ontario has eight species of bat: Little Brown, Big Brown, Eastern
Small-footed, Tri-colored, Hoary, Silver-haired, Northern Longeared and Eastern Red. All are insectivorous, using echolocation
to forage and navigate. The high frequencies used by the Northern Long-eared Bat are well suited to manoeuvring within its
habitat. The species occupies a specialized niche as a forager of
the forest interior.
Ontario’s smallest species, the rare Eastern Small-footed Bat,
weighs a mere four grams, and can be recognized by its black
mask. Our largest species, the Hoary Bat, normally roosts alone
in trees. Our second largest, the Big Brown Bat, has adapted well
to human-built structures and has more contact with us than any
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other bat. Many people are also familiar with our most abundant
species, the Little Brown Bat, which are known to take shelter in
cottages.
Most bats are long-lived but slow to reproduce. A typical example
is the Little Brown Bat, which gives birth to one or two young annually and has a life span of more than 30 years. An Eastern Red
Bat can bear up to four young at a time, a feat which has earned
it the world record for the number of young in a litter. But the
low fecundity of most bats leaves them extremely vulnerable to
environmental impacts like wind turbines and White Nose Syndrome.
Bat fatalities at wind farms have been documented across a wide
range of habitats in the United States, Canada, Germany, Sweden,
Spain and Australia. Because little is known about bat migration
routes, high-risk sites cannot be identified and avoided prior to
wind farm construction. The only recourse is post-construction
monitoring, whereby the impact of wind facilities is assessed so
that steps can be taken to mitigate any problems that arise. The
discovery of large numbers of bat corpses at wind farms was completely unexpected. Turbines were shown to represent a greater
risk to bats than to birds, with fatalities heavily skewed toward
long-distance migratory bats. These findings have been replicated
worldwide.
Thermal infrared cameras recorded many bats being struck by
rotating blades while actively foraging around operating turbines.
However, autopsies revealed no direct contact in roughly half the
fatalities. These were caused by barotrauma—internal haemorrhaging of the lungs in response to pressure changes around the
blades. A unique respiratory anatomy makes birds less susceptible than mammals to barotrauma, and may explain the relatively
low incidence of bird fatalities around turbines.
Scientific research like Lesley’s is critical in developing sound
guidelines for turbine construction. As science seeks effective
measures to mitigate the impact of wind turbines on bats, one of
the more encouraging discoveries to date addresses blade speed.
Bats avoid flying on windy days, as their light bodies are easily
buffeted by the wind and insect prey is scarce. Deaths are therefore more common at low wind speeds, when blade rotation is
(continued on page 86)
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D AT E S T O R E M E M B E R - D E C E M B E R , 2 0 1 2
Sun, 2 Dec, 2012 2:00 PM - 3:30 pm - BACK TO NATURE WALKS. Come walk with Royal Botanical Gardens Sunday hikes! Did you
know that a walk in the woods reduces stress no matter what your age? Enjoy the great outdoors at RBG and spend healthy,
active, quality time with your friends and family. Keep an eye out for Bald Eagles, fox tracks, deer and other seasonal sightings.
Every week is a different adventure!
NOTE: Our trails are rocky and muddy. Baby carriers work well on our trails, and the kids just love the views! Most trails are not
suitable for strollers, except those designed for off-sidewalk use. Dress for the weather and meet your leader at the following
locations*:
1st Sunday of every month:
Hendrie Valley; meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking lot
2nd Sunday of every month: Princess Point; meet at the parking lot
3rd Sunday of every month:
Cootes North Shore; meet at the Nature Centre
4th Sunday of every month:
Cootes South Shore; meet at the Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton
5th Sunday of every month:
Rock Chapel; meet at the parking lot
*Please note: The rotation of hike locations has changed from previous years.
*If the weather looks threatening, please check our Program Update Line at 905-527-1158 ext. 404. Weather updates are posted
one to two hours before program start time. Fees: Free (donations welcome)
Dec. 3, 2012. 7:30 pm. - Celebration of 25th Anniversary of BSG and Marketplace. Burlington Senior’s Centre, Auditorium B, 2285
New Street, Burlington.
Dec. 7, 2012. Friday. 6 :30 – 8:30 p.m. - EVENING SCREECH-OWL OUTING. Join expert birder and HNC member Sheldon
McGregor as we visit several popular Screech-Owl haunts in the Hamilton area. Dress warmly and depending on the weather,
bring something hot to drink. Contact Sheldon McGregor (905) 304-8282 or sheldonbirder@hotmail.com. Meet at the Dundurn
Castle parking lot.
Dec. 10, 2012. 7:30 pm. - MONTHLY MEETING. PROTECTING ONTARIO’S WILD SPECIES AND WILD SPACES with Caroline
Schultz. An overview of what is needed to conserve biodiversity in Ontario and how Ontario Nature’s programs, including
partnerships with the Nature Network are tackling the challenge. Caroline Schultz is Executive Director of Ontario Nature and
spearheads the programs and operations that achieve the organization’s mission to protect Ontario’s wild species and wild spaces
through conservation, education and public engagement. Ontario Nature represents over 30,000 members and supporters and
has a Nature Network of over 140 member groups across the Province. Come early for social and refreshments. Royal Botanical
Gardens, Main Center, 680 Plains Road West, Burlington.
Friday, December 21, 2012. 7 – 9 p.m. Family Solstice Celebration: Take a guided hike through the woods, and then sit by a
roaring bonfire to welcome the Sun back and share stories that explore the turning of the season. Cost: $12 (Family rate $30).
(RBG Members 10% off). Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road.
Dec 26, 2012. Wed. - ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT. The Hamilton Christmas Bird Count has been held annually for over 85
years and is a popular and anticipated event with local birders with usually more than 70 participants, counting all species of birds
within a radius of 12km of Dundurn Castle. You may be surprised at the number of different birds recorded at this time of year.
Contact: Tom Thomas to confirm your count site or to join in the fun. (905) 689-5920.
Saturday, January 26, 7 - 9 p.m. Animals at Night: Awake all night, sleep during the day; there are animals that do just that!
Explore the forest at night and learn about some of the special adaptations that help these animals move about in the dark. A
great family program. Come dressed for the weather. Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road
Dec.31, 2012. 7-9 pm. - New Year’s Eve Hoopla. Would you like to celebrate the New Year as a family but are tired of just watching a ball drop on television? Help us say goodbye to 2012 and hello to 2013. Join us for an evening of activites for the whole
family, take a wagon ride, view our new year puppet show, take a guided hike through the forest, visit with one of our owls, try
your luck with our scavenger hunt, need to make that new years card for someone - we have all the supplies, or sit by the campfire
and roast a marshmallow or cook a hot dog for an evening snack. We will be ringing in the “New Year” at 9pm. Tickets are $24/
adult, $15/child (age 5-14), $15/senior, $5/preschool (age 4 and under) plus HST. Mountsberg Conservation Area. Campbellville.

Have you told a friend about our Club lately?
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Sunday, January 13, 2013, 2 – 3 p.m. Tropical Gardens of Thailand. Rare and beautiful tropical plant species thrive in the
humid landscape of Thailand. The result of the creative use of garden designs is breathtaking, and will stimulate you to use
them in outdoor or indoor garden settings. RBG Main Centre, 680 Plains Road West.
Jan 14, 2013, 7:30 pm. MONTHLY MEETING. Karsts and Breathing Wells. The speaker is Candace Freckelton, and MSc in Geochemistry and a BSc in Geology from Western University. She has recently accepted a full time position as a Surficial Geochemist for the Ontario Geological Survey. The subject of her MSc research was the physical and geochemical characterization of
south western Ontario’s breathing well zone. Royal Botanical Gardens, Main Center, 680 Plains Road West, Burlington.
Jan 21, 2013, 7:30 pm. BIRD STUDY GROUP MEETING. The speaker this evening is Josh Vandermeulen who will be talking about
his Big Year; a record setter for Ontario! Burlington Senior’s Centre, Auditorium B, 2285 New Street, Burlington.
Jan 26, 2013, 1:30 pm, IDENTIFYING WILDFLOWER REMAINS IN WINTER. A remarkable number of wildflowers can still be
identified at this time of year. Meet Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothe at the RBG Arboretum. Call Dean and Fleur-Ange for
further details at (519) 647-2371.
Jan 26 – April 7, 2013. DINOSAURS: BATTLE OF THE TITANS. Very exciting interactive display at the RBG. Check out the website:
www.rbg.ca/dinos
Sunday, January 27, 2013. 2 -3 p.m. Gardens of Alaska - Gardening in the True North. Alaska’s climate and geographical diversity creates challenges for gardening, but many have taken that challenge. Explore beautiful gardens with Delphinium, Ligularia,
Asiatic lilies, and more. RBG Main Centre, 680 Plains Road West.
Jan 31 to Feb 3 2013, ORGANIC CONFERENCE (Guelph). The largest organic marketing event of the year in Canada, the Guelph
Organic Conference is a wonderful winter outing for those whishing to connect with organic goods and information on organic
growing products. Entrance to this event is free, but workshops must be registered ahead of time, with a fee. Located at the
Guelph University Center, for more information see guelporganicconf.ca or mikedriscoll.net

Home is Where Your Heart Is
by Ronald Bayne

M

y sister Mary loved birds, but not all birds. Her favourites were swallows and Purple Martins. At her house in Baie D'Urfé,
a suburb of Montréal, she had a few swallow houses, and an apartment house for martins standing proudly on top of a post
in the middle of the garden. She fought an on-going battle against House Sparrows. As they gained in financial security,
she and her husband Bill bought a farm in eastern Ontario near Alexandria. It was within easy driving distance from Montréal and
they spent all their free time there. Over the years, with the help of their four, not so enthusiastic children, they planted several
thousand spruce and pine trees. Mary was able to put up many, perhaps twenty or thirty, small boxes around the property for Tree
Swallows. A small stream flowed in a leisurely way through their land. It was swampy in some places, but there were no mosquitoes
to bother visitors! However, neither were there any martins and she could not persuade any to come.
The time came for Bill to retire from his work and they decided to buy a property in Florida to follow the swallows and escape winter.
They sold their house in Baie D'Urfé and were now able to spend each summer on the farm. But how could she live without the
martins? She thought she had a solution. In the autumn, before selling the house, she put a ladder up against the post in the garden,
climbed up and detached the martin house, and then replaced it, but with wires attached to hold it in place. Then she put up a similar
post at their farm near enough for her to watch the martins come and go. The next summer, when the martins had returned to Baie
D'Urfé, she again placed the ladder against the post, ready for action! At night, when all the Purple Martins had entered their nests,
she stealthily climbed up and plugged each hole. She then detached the martin house and drove to the farm at Alexandria where she
put up the house on its new location, fastened it in place, and went to bed. In the early morning before dawn, Mary again climbed
the ladder, pulled out the plugs and released the birds to their new freedom in Ontario. How grateful they would be to enjoy these
open spaces!
As she removed the plugs the birds emerged en masse, climbed together high up into the sky, circled around and, far in the distance
saw Montréal. Off they went, back to Québec la Belle Province! She could almost hear them singing, "Voilà, la terre de nos aieux".
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Impacts of Wind Turbines and White
Nose Syndrome on Bats (cont.)

forecasting regional extinctions of the Little Brown Bat, one of
North America’s most common species.

slowest. Studies have proven that raising blade cut-in speed (the
speed at which the blades start turning) can significantly reduce
bat deaths, with only a 1% loss in energy output! Based on this
research, Ontario now requires that cut-in speed be raised to 5.5
metres per second at new wind power projects where mortality
exceeds 10 bats per turbine per year.

COSEWIC (the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife
in Canada) recently recommended an emergency response listing of ‘Endangered’ for Little Brown, Northern Long-eared and
Tri-colored Bats, the species most devastated by WNS. (In Ontario, Eastern Small-footed and Big Brown Bats are also susceptible to the disease.)

Current studies have not observed any consistent relationship between deaths and habitat variables such as distance to water. Nor
does lighting appear to be a factor, as red-strobe lights recommended by the Federal Aviation Administration had no effect on
fatality rates. Acoustic deterrence has also been tested for its ability to interfere with normal echolocation in insectivorous bats.
When turbines were equipped with deterrent devices that emitted randomized and continuous ultrasound, bats steered clear of
the turbines and fatalities dropped by 20 to 53%.

Infected bats typically develop white muzzles, although ears,
tail and wings can also be affected. As the fungus eats into wing
membrane, physiological function deteriorates and flight becomes impossible. Lesley went on to explain how Geomyces destructans can also kill indirectly, by triggering aberrant behaviour
during hibernation.

Compared to wind turbines, White Nose Syndrome (WNS)
poses a far graver threat to bats. Whereas wind turbines affect
mainly tree bats that migrate south for the winter, WNS targets
non-migratory bats that hibernate in caves. WNS first came to
light in the winter of 2007, when bats with white muzzles were
spotted in a cave in Albany, New York. The disease spread rapidly
and was identified in Ontario bats in March 2010. The agent of
transmission is Geomyces destructans, a fungus believed to have
been inadvertently introduced to this continent by cavers from
Europe.
In our region, cave bats begin their hibernation in early October;
by mid-October they have entered a state of deep torpor, with a
body temperature of 0°C. More than half of North America’s 45
species depend on hibernation to survive the winter. WNS tends
to run rampant through large colonies, which are especially vulnerable to the disease. Where winters are so mild that bats do not
need to hibernate, such as southern Texas and Florida, bats are
surviving the fungus. In Canada and the northeastern U.S., however, mortality rates of 95 to 100% have been reported at some
hibernacula. The death toll so far has been conservatively estimated at 5.5 million hibernating bats, distributed over 19 states
and 4 provinces. According to biologists, the syndrome is responsible for “the most precipitous wildlife decline in the past century in North America.” Before the arrival of WNS, populations
of hibernating bats were stable or increasing. If current trends
continue, cave-dwelling bats are at risk of being extirpated from
eastern North America within 20 years. Mathematical models are
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Because gaining too much pre-hibernation weight would compromise its ability to fly, a bat begins hibernation with modest
energy reserves. Its long hibernation period extends from midOctober until May, consuming up to 80% of a healthy animal’s
body fat. Under normal circumstances, a bat will emerge from
torpor every three weeks or so. Each arousal uses up sufficient
energy to fuel 75 days of hibernation! Bats infected with Geomyces destructans wake up more often than usual, thereby exhausting their already limited energy stores. What follows is death by
starvation and dehydration.
Since WNS does not appear to pose a direct health threat to humans, why should bat declines concern us? Bats play a unique
and critical role in Ontario’s ecosystems as insectivores of moths,
mosquitoes and other nocturnal insects. A bat can eat three times
its body weight in insects every night. Bats are one of North
America’s most valuable species groups for agricultural pest control. A recent U.S. paper calculated their pest control value to the
agricultural industry at $22.9 billion/year.
WNS is a very puzzling disease. Why, for example, does it flourish only on bats? And why are European bats not affected? The
death toll is in itself an oddity, since it is very unusual for a fungus to kill its host. Solutions are being actively sought on several
fronts, including inoculation, captive breeding and artificial bat
caves. Because a remedy has yet to be found, it is vitally important that we do what we can to limit the spread of WNS and protect healthy bats. Lesley urged us not to enter caves or abandoned
mines where bats may be present, especially at sites where the
syndrome has been identified or where bats may be hibernating.
If a bat decides to roost in an outbuilding on your property, allow
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it to stay if at all possible. Should one take up residence inside
your house, do not evict it until early September, by which time
any babies present will be old enough to survive. Bats are very
site loyal; once evicted, there’s a good chance they will return.
Your best response is to provide them with housing of their own
in the form of bat boxes.
For your own protection, never touch a bat, whether alive or
dead, since a small percentage of bats carry rabies. If a bat exhibits uncharacteristic behaviour, such as approaching rather than
avoiding you, it’s possible the animal could be rabid. If direct
contact occurs, see a doctor immediately, as bat bites are small
enough to go undetected. The MNR is asking the public to report
unusual bat activity or deaths to the Canadian Cooperative Wildlife Health Centre at 1-866-673-4781, or the Natural Resources
Information Centre at 1-800-667-1940.
Lesley coordinates and conducts research on Ontario’s bats in
relation to wind turbines and White Nose Syndrome. She is currently surveying the province for new bat hibernacula and maternity roosts. Of the hundreds of roosts known to exist in Ontario,
only 20 are in the data base. The professionals would welcome
the assistance of citizen scientists in locating bat colonies. To this

Little Brown Bats (Myotis lucifugus).
Renfrew, Ontario. Aug. 2009.
Photo by Lesley Hale.

Hoary Bat. (Lasiurus cinereus). Long Point,
Ontario. Aug. 2009. Lesley Hale.
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end, Lesley is inviting members of the public to participate in the
Summer Bat Roost program. Volunteers are asked to locate and
monitor small bat enclaves whose isolation from larger colonies
may enable them to survive the syndrome. Participants complete
two surveys a year, during the months of June and July. Cave exit
points must be monitored for a one-hour period starting at sunset, and all bats counted as they emerge from a maternity colony.
The first survey counts females only; the second counts both
females and babies. Exit counts allow researchers to measure a
colony’s reproductive success. Registration forms for the Summer Bat Roost program can be accessed at https://dl.dropbox.
com/u/1404617/Ontario_Bat_Count_Packet_2012.pdf, along
with detailed information about the counts.
Hats off to Lesley for alerting us to the grave problems that confront Ontario’s bats. All who attended her presentation went
home with a heightened appreciation for these unique and underrated creatures. To learn more, consult Bat Conservation International’s website, at http://www.batcon.org/.

Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis
septentrionalis). Renfrew, Ontario, Aug. 2009.
Photo by Lesley Hale.

Common Vampire Bat. (Desmodus rotundus).
Belize. April 2010. Lesley Hale.

Little Brown Bat (Myotis lucifugus) in hibernacula. Renfrew, Ontario. Winter 2009, Lesley Hale.
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Reflections on Two of Canada’s Biggest Days
by Michael Rowlands

A good crowd was on hand for the BSG’s meeting on October
22 when Stuart Mackenzie, the Program Manager at the Long
Point Bird Observatory, was introduced by emcee Cheryl Edgecombe as our guest speaker of the evening. A graduate from the
University of Guelph with an Honours Bachelor’s Degree in Zoology and a minor in Geographic Information Systems, Stu has
been birding and banding birds for a big part of his life, so he is
a perfect candidate for running up a high count on a birding Big
Day. He came to tell us how he and his teammates (Jody Allair,
John Brett and Christian Friis) broke the Big Day records in both
Ontario and Alberta in 2012.
He first made clear the difference between a day of birding and
the all-out, mental and physical challenge of what he called the
“ultimate birding competition.” The rules for a Big Day are quite
different from those for a Baillie Birdathon, for example. All birds
must be observed within the same calendar day, all members of
the team must remain within earshot of one another and see or
hear at least 95% of the day’s birds, and no information can be
solicited from outside the team on the day of the Count. It takes
not only an extensive knowledge of natural history across various
habitats, locations and species, but also a military-like precision
in planning the day’s route to maximize sightings (and a dash of
stupidity, he added)!
The previous records in Ontario (200 species in 1999) and Alberta (218 in 2011) had both been set by the same Ontario team
of Tom Hince and Paul Pratt. In previous attempts, Stu’s team
had Big Day Counts of 194 in Ontario and 210 in Alberta, so they
knew they were close. Without giving away details of his team’s
strategy (we wouldn’t want the competition to benefit from reading this, would we?), Stu gave us some general principles on how
to have a successful Big Day.
•

Expect the unexpected – birds may appear anytime, anywhere!

•

Scout the planned route twice (end to end and back again) a
few days in advance of your Big Day to know what to expect
and where. Use Internet sites such as eBird to find out what
birds have been seen recently along or close to the route.

•

Pick a time when you are likely to see the most species – late
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Tennessee Warbler. Wetlands Trail, North Flamborough. Oct.16, 2012.
Photo by Tom Thomas.

May and early June are the best times in Alberta and Ontario
•

Think about birds differently – after a while, you think every
bird is a rarity, so look carefully at all the field marks with
fresh eyes.

•

Always scan the sky – you never know what may be flying
overhead!

•

Avoid inefficiencies such as heavily trafficked areas, construction zones, any concentrations of people (such as cities),

Carolina Wren. LaSalle Park, Burlington. Oct.19, 2012.
Photo by Joanne Redwood.
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intersections with stop lights, crowded gas stations and bathrooms. Don’t talk to other birders or the interested public.
Stay off any 400 series highways, except the 407!
•

Be conservative – record only what you as a team can truly
identify, then move on.

•

Maximize the dark – start early to get the nocturnal species
and catch the morning chorus.

•

Take calculated risks but don’t get stuck on a muddy side
road that will waste time while you get rescued. Take heed
of wild or domesticated animals, private property and posted
man-made dangers

•

Have a strong closer – finish the day in an area known to have
lots of species.

The Ontario Big Day started after midnight in Algonquin Park
where they quickly tallied boreal specialties like Gray Jay, Boreal
Chickadee, Black-backed Woodpecker, White-throated Sparrow,
about 25 warblers, White-winged Crossbill and an Evening Grosbeak. By the time they left the park around 8 a.m., they already
had listed about 100 species. En route to their next stop, they
picked up more species in roadside ponds.
At the Carden Alvar, they were able to add many more hardwood
species and the local specialty birds like Golden-winged Warbler,
Clay-coloured Sparrow, Common Moorhen, Grasshopper Sparrow, Loggerhead Shrike, Horned Lark, Upland Sandpiper, and so
on. In less than 30 minutes they were off to the Hamilton area!
In Hamilton they picked up scoters, grebes, assorted gulls and
terns, Common Eider, Brant, Peregrine Falcon, Black-crowned
Night-Heron, Tufted Titmouse, and others before heading towards Lake Erie via a stoplight-free route through Haldimand
County. At Townsend sewage lagoons they got most of the shorebirds. At the Turkey Point beach, they saw Whimbrel, Bonaparte’s
Gull and Purple Martin.
In the Norfolk county forests, they added many Carolinian passerine species they needed such as Prothonotary, Cerulean and
Hooded Warblers. Before dusk they arrived at the Inner Bay of
Long Point and added Canvasback, Redhead, both scaups, American Coot and even a Horned Grebe!
As darkness enveloped them, they kept searching and found a
lone Sandhill Crane, then Cliff Swallows under a bridge. In the
last hour before midnight, sitting at a high spot at Turkey Point,
they heard their last birds of the day: Common Nighthawk,
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Long-eared Owls and (at 11:56 p.m.) a Gray-cheeked Thrush
overhead. On their one-day trip through three biozones (Boreal
Forest, Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Forest, and Carolinian Forest),
they had accumulated 204 species, a new Ontario record!
For their Alberta Big Day effort, they had spent three days scouting a route that took them through as many of Alberta’s six
biozones as possible. It started at Cold Lake in the northeastern
part of the province near the Saskatchewan border (northeast of
Edmonton) and ended in the southwest corner of the province in
the Rocky Mountain foothills at Waterton Lakes National Park.
They felt they would have a stronger finish there than in Banff,
where they had ended two previous trips.
Cold Lake is in Alberta’s pristine Boreal Forest Zone and there
they got a good start to their list with species such as Sabine’s
Gull, Pacific Loon, Yellow Rail, Common Nighthawk, Sedge
Wren, Dickcissel, LeConte’s Sparrow, Western Tanager, Palm
Warbler, Great Gray Owl and so many more. Also getting Snow
Goose and Ross’s Goose was magic, Stu added.
In the Parklands Zone they added numerous species such as
Philadelphia Vireo, White-breasted Nuthatch, Great-crested Flycatcher and Turkey Vulture. Passing through the Badlands Zone,
they found Say’s Phoebe, Rock Wren, Ring-necked Pheasant,
Yellow-breasted Chat, amongst many others. Back in the prairies
of the Parkland Zone as they sped southwest, they added House
Finch, Eurasian Collared-Dove, and phalaropes. Near Mountainview they found lots of waterfowl including Cinnamon Teal,
Northern Shoveler, and Redhead. They also added American
Avocet, Gray Partridge, Chestnut-collared and McCown’s Longspurs, Burrowing Owl, Sprague’s Pipits, and Golden Eagle.
As the day wound down, they arrived in Waterton Lakes National Park in the Foothills Zone for their strong finish and it was a
smorgasbord, Stu said. Amongst others, they added Pacific Wren,
Dusky Grouse, Varied Thrush, Townsend’s Warbler, Calliope
Hummingbird, Barrow’s Goldeneye, Harlequin Duck and many
more species to their list. Their last bird of the day – a Pacificslope Flycatcher heard at 11:32 p.m. – was their 226th species, a
total that beat the previous record by eight species!
Stu went on to tell us some of the species they had missed in both
their Big Days – such as Carolina Wren and Wilson’s Warbler in
Ontario, and Clark’s Nutcracker and Trumpeter Swan in Alberta
– and said that shorebirds will make or break your Big Day Count
because it’s so difficult to know where they will be.
What’s next for the team? Stu would like someday to tackle New
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Jersey, as the Big Day record there is now 10 years old. He also
feels British Columbia would be a worthy target, since there are
potentially 250 species to be found in its many biozones. The difficulty with BC is the huge distances you would have to travel to
pass through as many of those zones as possible in a single day!
As a final note, Stu mentioned that his team took responsibility
for the impact on the environment they had made by driving 900
km through Alberta and 700 km through Ontario on their Big
Days: they bought carbon offsets from Planet Energy’s livclean
program to make their efforts carbon neutral. This program invests the money in certified environmental initiatives worldwide
that reduce, eliminate or avoid carbon emissions.
After the usual stretch and refreshment break, Cheryl Edgecombe
entertained us with a short presentation on Van Wagner’s Ponds,
another great Hamilton area birding hot spot and “a magnet for
birds.” An entrance to a trail leading into the ponds may be found
on Van Wagner’s Beach Road across from the landmark Hutch’s
Restaurant. There are two ponds, one of which is good for swallows, including Cave Swallows in November.

A paved pathway leads to Confederation Park in one direction
(where you can find sparrows and Long-eared Owls) and across a
new pedestrian bridge over the Queen Elizabeth Way into Globe
Park in Hamilton (where there is also good birding) in the other
direction. The trails are easy to manage and pass through a variety of habitats (marsh, scrub, woodlot). The shrubbery is low so
you can easily see warblers without neck pain in the spring and
it’s a sheltered area where birds and birders alike go to get away
from the winds off Lake Ontario.
Birds that have been seen in this area in recent years include
the following: Townsend’s Solitaire, LeConte’s Sparrow, Eastern
Phoebe, Orange-crowned Warbler, Ruby and Golden-crowned
Kinglets, Hermit Thrush; Field, Fox, Lark, White-throated and
White-crowned Sparrows. The meeting concluded with sightings headed by Frank Morley and many interesting birds were
reported, such as Vesper Sparrow, Short-eared Owl, Cattle Egret,
Parasitic Jaeger, and Long-billed Dowitcher, to name just a few.
All in all, it was a very satisfying evening!

HNC helps to protect land in Pleasant View (Dundas)
by Jen Baker

T

he Hamilton Naturalists’ Club (HNC) has helped
the Hamilton Conservation Authority (HCA) to
conditionally protect 52 acres of natural land in the
Pleasant View area of Dundas. The property, referred to as the
Nolan Property (see photo on next page), is part of an important
wildlife corridor stretching from Cootes Paradise to the Niagara
Escarpment. This area has been identified as a key area to
protect in the Cootes to Escarpment Park System vision. Several
grassland birds, including meadowlark, and numerous species
of wildlife depend on the area. The property connects existing
protected areas and helps to create a broad swath of permanently
protected land that will ultimately span several hundred acres -a tremendous feat in a heavily developed area!
The Pleasant View area has been subject to several development
applications over the last 25 years. To date, the large developments
have been denied thanks to a 1995 Ontario Municipal Board
(OMB) result limiting development to 1 dwelling per 25 acres.
The HNC supported the Conserver Society of Hamilton with
this important hearing. Despite that OMB result, development
applications continue to be made and the concern is that one
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might be approved someday. This would dramatically impact the
ecological significance of the area. Fortunately for all of us, HCA
understands that the best way to ensure land is protected is to
acquire it and this is what they’re working on.
The property has been acquired thanks to the unique partnership
between HNC and HCA. Jen Baker, HNC’s land trust coordinator,
works with HCA on land securement and led the negotiations and
acquisition for this property. The acquisition is conditional on
the HCA raising funds and HCA needs help from the community
to raise $799,900 by March 2013. The fundraising campaign is
being led by the Hamilton Conservation Foundation who has
submitted funding applications to foundations. They also need
help from all of us as every dollar counts towards permanently
protecting this important property! For details on how you can
help please visit www.dundasecopark.ca
If you have land that you’d like to see protected, or if you would
like to contribute to permanently protecting land, please contact
Jen Baker at 905-524-3339 or land@hamiltonnature.org.
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Summary of the Minutes of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
Board Meeting, September 27, 2012
By Joyce Litster
Items Discussed
Niagara to GTA Corridor
Gord McNulty attended a meeting of the Niagara Escarpment Commission and reported that the Minister’s comments of two years
ago, stating that there would be no corridor across the Niagara Escarpment in North Burlington, are meaningless. The bureaucrats in
control of planning the highway do not take their orders from the minister. The corridor remains a threat.
Field Events Report
Gerten has been in touch with the Recreation Directors at McMaster and Mohawk concerning free student memberships and will
follow up on posters for both locations. Gerten also reported that the HNC display at the Locke Street Festival was very successful,
attracting many visitors and gaining us some new members. She recommended that we attend next year and suggested some improvements in our presentation. Fran Hicks takes over as Field Events Director at the AGM.
Enbridge Pipeline
Gord brought to the Board’s attention the plan to ship bitumen from western Canada through the Enbridge Pipeline that passes
through Flamborough. At present, refined oil moves through this pipe from east to west and is less difficult to ship than bitumen.
Don McLean has been active in bringing this matter to the attention of the Club and City Council. The City’s General Issues Committee will be holding a meeting to discuss the pipeline change, and an e-mail motion requesting that the Club send a letter of concern to the General Issues Committee was passed.
Econet
In the mid-2000’s a Trillium Grant was awarded to bring environmental and other like-minded NGOs together to discuss environmental issues. They established a website, actlocally.info which publicizes members events. The website is getting old and has developed problems. Warren Beacham has been the Club’s representative at Econet and advised the meeting that changes will have to be
made and there will be a request for funding in the future. He stressed that the HNC and other groups should continue to support
Econet. He asked Board members to visit the website actlocally.info.

The Nolan Property with the Niagara Escarpment in the background to the right. Sept. 25, 2012. Photo by Joel Konik.
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2013 Hamilton Amateur Astronomers Calendar
by Mario Carr

As we look back while 2012 draws to a close, we had one of the
best astronomical years in recent history.

Dec. 10 – The Crescent Moon is close and below Saturn in the
morning sky.

Venus started the year off as the brightest planet in the evening
sky and it ended the year very low in the southeast morning sky.
In May, we saw a partial solar eclipse right at sunset. In June we
witnessed a partial lunar eclipse and the Transit of Venus, which
is an event that we will not see again in our lifetime.

Dec. 11 – The Crescent Moon groups with Venus and Mercury
in the morning sky for an impressive astronomical event that
shouldn’t be missed.

In August, Curiosity landed on Mars bringing back data and exquisite pictures. In August, the Perseids Meteor Shower also put
on a spectacular show.
As we say farewell to 2012, we can look forward to another exciting year of astronomical events, which are outlined in the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers (HAA) 2013 calendar. The calendar
is a work of art and a labour of love by HAA volunteers. It might
be the best that the club has ever produced.
Pictures in the calendar are taken by local astrophotographers
and it’s currently on sale for $15. All proceeds go to the club for
public education. They make fantastic Christmas gifts and I will
have copies for sale at the December meeting of the Hamilton
Naturalists’ Club.

Planet watching
Mercury is low in the southeast during morning twilight. Mars
sets in the southwest shortly after sunset. Jupiter is in the northeast during evening twilight and is visible all night. Saturn is difficult to see low in the southeast during morning twilight.
Dec. 2 – Jupiter is at opposition and will rise at sunset and sets at
sunrise. It’s a good time to view the planet.
Dec. 3 – Mercury, Venus and Saturn are nearly equally spaced in
the morning sky.
Dec. 4 – Mercury is at its greatest distance from the glare of the
Sun and is below Venus and Saturn in the eastern morning sky.

Dec. 13 – Under a moonless sky, the Geminid Meteor Shower
peaks. More than 60 meteors per hour can be seen from a dark
location. Some are visible Dec. 6-19 and are caused by debris falling from an extinct comet. The meteors appear to be radiating
from the constellation Gemini in the northeastern sky. It’s one
of the major meteor showers of the year and worth seeing if you
don’t mind the cold.
Dec. 14 – Hamilton Amateur Astronomers meets from 7:30-9:30
p.m. at the Spectator building, 44 Frid St., Hamilton. Admission is free and door prizes are awarded. An optional food bank
donation of non-perishable goods will be collected. During the
same night, the thin Crescent Moon is close to Mars low in the
southwest evening sky.
Dec. 20 – First Quarter Moon.
Dec. 21 – The Winter Solstice marks the first day of winter at 6:12
a.m.
Christmas Day – The Moon is close and below Jupiter and above
star Aldebaren.
Dec. 28 – The Full Moon is called the Cold Moon.
For more information, please see the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers web site at www.amateurastronomy.org or call (905)
627-4323.
Mario Carr is the HAA’s director of public education and
appears on CHCH-TV to talk about the night sky. He’s also a
member of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. He can be reached at
mariocarr@cogeco.ca.

Dec. 6 – Last Quarter Moon
Dec. 9 – The Crescent Moon is extremely close below Spica in the
morning sky.
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Noteworthy Bird Records – June and July, 2012

By Rob Dobos

T

otal number of species recorded in the HSA during 2012 to July 31: 265. Underlined species or dates require documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird
Records Committee. For species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights
are listed. Note that the species order follows the most recent American Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements.
Observers: Paul Baldassi (PBa), Glenn Barrett (GBa), Gerten Basom (GBs), Duane Brown (DBn), Jacob Bruxer (JBr), Fran Bullock (FB), Wayne
Bullock (WB), Mike Cadman (MCa), Barb Charlton (BC), Jim Cram (JC), Jeni Darling (JDa), Sandy Darling (SD), Rob Dobos (RD), Dave R.
Don (DD), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Sue Edwards (SE), Janet Forjan (JFo), Kathleen Gardiner (KG), David Gascoigne
(DGs), Matt Graham (MGr), Brandon Holden (BH), Lukian Husak (LHu), Zakhar Husak (ZHu), Chris Jackson (CJa), Mark Jennings (MJ), Tim
King (TK), Bill Lamond (BL), Joyce Litster (JLi), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Len Manning (LMa), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Brian Mishell (BMi),
Delores Mishell (DeM), Ken Newcombe (KN), Owen Novaselec (ON), Ben Oldfield (BO), David Pryor (DPr), Wayne Renaud (WR), Caleb Scholtens (CSc), Peter Scholtens (PSc), George Sims (GSi), Paul Smith (PS), Robert Stamp (RS), Chris Street (CS), Tom Thomas (TT), Fred Urie (FU),
Herman van Barneveld (HvB), Josh Vandermeulen (JV), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), many observers (m.obs.).

Legend:
* -first occurrence for the year
F -first occurrence for the
migration
L -last occurrence for the
migration
HSA -Hamilton Study Area
SM –singing male
terr. –territorial bird

Plumages, etc.:
m. -male
f. -female
ad. -adult
ba. -basic
alt. -alternate
imm. -immature
juv. -juvenile
1st yr. –first year

County/Region/City:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

Tundra Swan: One ad. continued off
Burloak Waterfront Park [HL] Jun 1-12
(MJ; KM; DD); one 1st ba. at Valley Inn
[HM/HL] Jun 3 (KM).
Gadwall: One f. + nine chicks at Great
Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater
Pond [HL] Jul 2 (MJ).
Blue-winged Teal: One at Grimsby
Sewage Ponds [NG] Jul 9 (LMa et al.).
Northern Shoveler: One m. at Great
Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater
Pond Jun 15 F (MJ).
Green-winged Teal: One at Windermere
Basin [HM] Jul 22 F (CE).
Canvasback: One m. at Valley Inn Jul
13-27 (KM).
Redhead: One f. at Valley Inn Jul 13
(KM); one m. at Windermere Basin Jul
13-22 (KM; RD et al.).
Ring-necked Duck: One at Bayfront
Park, Hamilton [HM] Jun 18 (LHu,ZHu);
one m. at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca
St Stormwater Pond Jul 19-29 (MJ; KM).
Greater Scaup: One m. + one f. at
Tollgate Pond [HM] Jun 2 (RD); one m.
off Spencer Smith Park [HL] Jun 7 (KM);
one m. off Confederation Park [HM] Jun
15 (RD); one f. at Valley Inn Jul 27 (KM).
Lesser Scaup: One m. at Great Lakes
Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond Jun
8-15 (MJ; CE); two m. at Windermere

Basin Jun 10 (KM), and three m. there
Jul 22 (RD et al.).
White-winged Scoter: One m. off
Suncor Pier, Bronte [HL] Jun 2 (MJ) and
off Burloak Waterfront Park Jun 12 (DD);
one 1st yr. m. at Sioux Lookout Park [HL]
and one f. off Fruitland Ave, Burlington
[HL] Jun 7 (KM); two f. at E End of
Harbour [HM] Jun 10 (KM), and off CCIW
[HM] Jun 28 (RD); one m. off Shoreacres
[HL] Jul 29 (KM).
Long-tailed Duck: One f. off Suncor
Pier, Bronte Jun 1-9 (MJ).
Bufflehead: One m. off Suncor Pier,
Bronte Jun 2 (MJ); one m. off Burlington
Beachstrip [HL] Jul 4 (KM).
Common Goldeneye: One f. off
Bayshore Park Jun 3 (KM), and one m.
there Jun 3 (MGr); one 1st alt. m. at Red
Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond
[HM] Jul 13 (KM), and at Windermere
Basin Jul 22-29 (RD et al.); one f. at
Valley Inn Jul 27 (KM).
Hooded Merganser: Three juv. at Valley
Inn Jul 13 (KM); five juv. at Great Lakes
Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond Jul
13 (CE).
Common Merganser: Two m. + one f.
at NE Shore of Harbour [HM] Jun 3 (KM;
RD), and two m. there Jul 22 (RD); six
ad. f. + five juv. off Arkendo Park, Oakville

[HL] Jun 13 (KM) was at the site of the
first HSA breeding record in 2007; one
f. with eight chicks at Eramosa River S
of Stone Rd, Guelph [WL] Jun 26 (PS)
provided another confirmed breeding
record for the HSA.
Red-breasted Merganser: One m. on
Hamilton Harbour off LaSalle Marina
[HM] Jun 3-Jul 27 (KM); one m. + two f.
off Arkendo Park, Oakville Jun 13 (KM).
Ruddy Duck: One f. at W End of
Harbour [HM] Jun 3-Jul 27 (KM); one f.
at Windermere Basin Jun 10-Jul 22 (KM;
m.obs.).
Ruffed Grouse#: One at Middletown
Marsh [HM] Jul 1 (RD,BC).
Wild Turkey: Five at Green Mt Rd E of
6th Rd E [HM] Jun9 (RD,CE).
Common Loon: One 2nd alt. on Hamilton
Harbour off Bayshore Park [HM] Jun
3 (KM); one off Van Wagners Beach
[HM] Jun 4 (RD); three off Burlington
Lakeshore [HL] Jun 7 (KM); one off L.P.
Sayers Park [HM] Jun 10 (KM); one off
Burloak Waterfront Park Jul 4 (KM).
Pied-billed Grebe: One at Bronte
Harbour [HL] Jun 7-21 (MJ; GE,SE); one
ad. + three juv. at Carlisle Golf & Country
Club [HM] Jul 13 (BO); two ad. + two juv.
at Neibauer’s Marsh [WL] and one at
Mountsberg C.A. [WL/HM] Jul 28 (RD).
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Horned Grebe: One off Arkendo Park,
Oakville Jun 13 (KM); one off Burloak
Waterfront Park Jul 4 (KM); one off
Shoreacres Jul 25 (RD,CE).
Red-necked Grebe: Five off Spencer
Smith Park Jun 7 (KM); one nest at
Bronte Harbour had seven eggs Jun 10,
one hatched chick Jun 13, two hatched
chicks Jun 14, and one chick remaining
till end of Jul (GE,SE); a pair building
a second nest at Bronte Harbour Jun
14 had one egg Jun 21 but was not
successful (GE,SE); one ad. on a nest at
Burloak Waterfront Park Jun 7 and two
ad. + two chicks there Jul 4-29 (KM); 55
off Rattray Marsh [PL] Jun 13 (KM), and
71 there Jul 8 (WR).
American White Pelican#: One ad.
at Dundas Marsh [HM] Jul 4 (GBa;
PSc,CSc).
Great Egret#: One at Rattray Marsh Jul
8 F (CJa,WR); one over QEW at Van
Wagners Ponds [HM] Jul 31 (RD).
Green Heron: One nest with two
ad. + three juv. at Rattray Marsh Jul
8 (CJa,WR); one ad. + two juv. at
Confederation Park Jul 29 (RD,DD).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Six
at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St
Stormwater Pond Jul 13 (CE).
Osprey: A pair at a nest at Plains Rd
W & Hwy 403 [HL] Jun 1-Jul 23 (RD;
m.obs.) was not successful for the
second year in a row; a pair at a nest at
Grand River at Windecker Rd [HD] Jun
10 (RD); one at Grand River S of York
[HD] Jul 15 (RD,BC,CE).
Bald Eagle: The nesting pair continued
to feed two chicks at the Grand River,
Brantford [BR] Jun 1-Jul 3 (DBn); one
imm. at Woodland Cemetery [HM] Jun 3
(KN); two ad. at Dundas Marsh Jun 20
(GBa); one ad. + one juv. at Mountsberg
C.A. Jul 28 (RD et al.).
Northern Harrier: One at Dofasco Trail
& 10th Rd E [HM] Jul 4 (BM).
Sharp-shinned Hawk: One at Blue Lake
[BR] Jul 17 (GSi).
Broad-winged Hawk: One terr. at
Westover Rd N of Conc 8 [HM] Jun
10-25 (PS); one ad. at Fletcher Creek
Ecological Preserve [WL] Jul 10 (TT).
Merlin#: Two ad. at a nest at Howe Ave,
Hamilton Mountain [HM] Jun 26 had two
fledged juv. Jul 6 (RS); two ad. + five
fledged juv. at Springfield Dr, Brantford
[BR] Jul 3 (BL).
Virginia Rail#: One SM at Safari Rd
Wetland [HM] Jun 6 (LMa et al.); one
calling overhead at night at St. George
St, Brantford [BR] Jun 9 L (BL); one at
Dundas Marsh Jun 20 (GBa).
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Sora#: One terr. at Safari Rd Wetland
Jun 6 (LMa et al.).
American Coot: One at Great Lakes
Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond Jun
6 (MJ,CE).
Black-bellied Plover: One at McPherson
Rd & Wyecroft Rd Pond, Oakville [HL]
Jun 8 (MJ,CE,DD); one 1st alt. at Red Hill
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond Jun
10-11L (KM; LMa et al.) which ties the
third latest spring date for the HSA.
Semipalmated Plover: One at
Windermere Basin Jun 2 (RD); one at
McPherson Rd & Wyecroft Rd Pond,
Oakville Jun 3-4 (MJ); one at Red Hill
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond Jun
2-7L (CE; KM), and one ad. there Jul 29
F (RD,DD).
Killdeer: One over Sunrise Cres, Dundas
[HM] Jun 25 F (RD).
Spotted Sandpiper: One calling
overhead at night at St. George St,
Brantford Jun 8 L (BL).
Solitary Sandpiper: One at Red Hill
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond and
one at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 9 F
(LMa et al.); seven at Mountsberg C.A.
Jul 26-28 (JV; RD).
Greater Yellowlegs: One at Great Lakes
Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond
Jun 3 L (CE); two at Guelph Line & QEW
Stormwater Pond [HL] Jul 4 F (KM); one
ad. at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St
Stormwater Pond Jul 4 F and one juv.
there Jul 29 (KM); three ad. at Red Hill
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond Jul 18
(RD,CE).
Lesser Yellowlegs: One at Dundas
Marsh Jun 20 F (GBa); birds at Red Hill
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond: 20
–Jul 4 (KM; JBr), 37 –Jul 13 (CE; KM),
75 –Jul 18 (RD,CE), 57 –Jul 22 (RD
et al.); 12 at Windermere Basin Jul 22
(RD et al.); 22 at Guelph Line & QEW
Stormwater Pond Jul 22 (RD et al.); 30 at
Mountsberg C.A. Jul 28 (RD).
Upland Sandpiper#: One at Green Mt
Rd & 8th Rd E [HM] Jun 11-Jul 5 (LMa et
al.; BO); two terr. at Dofasco Trail & 10th
Rd E Jun 9 (RD,CE), and three there Jul
4 (BM).
Ruddy Turnstone: One ad. at Tollgate
Pond Jul 22F-23 (JC et al.).
Red Knot#: Three past CCIW Jun 1 L
(RD).
Sanderling: One ad. at Van Wagners
Beach Jul 20 * (BH); three ad. at Tollgate
Pond Jul 22 (RD et al.).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Six at
McPherson Rd & Wyecroft Rd Pond,
Oakville Jun 6 (MJ,CE); birds at Red
Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond:

30 –Jun 2 (CE), 21 –Jun 7 (KM), 1 –Jun
11 L (LMa et al.), 8 –Jul 18 F (RD,CE),
14 –Jul 22 (RD et al.); 15 at Windermere
Basin Jul 22 (RD et al.); seven at Dundas
Marsh Jul 25 (JBr); 20 at Mountsberg
C.A. Jul 26 (JV).
Least Sandpiper: One at McPherson
Rd & Wyecroft Rd Pond Jun 5 L (MJ);
three at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St
Stormwater Pond Jul 2 F (MJ); birds at
Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater
Pond: 9 –Jul 9 (RD), 13 –Jul 18 (RD,CE),
20 –Jul 22 (RD et al.); six ad. + two juv.
at Windermere Basin Jul 22 (RD et al.);
32 at Dundas Marsh Jul 25 (JBr); 35 at
Mountsberg C.A. Jul 26 (MCa).
Baird’s Sandpiper: Three ad. at
Mountsberg C.A. Jul 26F-27 (MCa;
m.obs.).
Pectoral Sandpiper: One at McPherson
Rd & Wyecroft Rd Stormwater Pond,
Oakville Jun 8-9L (MJ,CE,DD); six at Red
Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond
Jul 18 F (LMa); three at Dundas Marsh
Jul 25 (JBr); eight at Mountsberg C.A. Jul
28 (RD et al.).
Dunlin: Three at Windermere Basin Jun
2 (RD); one at Red Hill Parkway & QEW
Stormwater Pond Jun 7 L (KM).
Stilt Sandpiper: One ad. at Red Hill
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond Jul
18*-22 (RD,CE; m.obs.); one ad. at
Mountsberg C.A. Jul 26-28 (JV; m.obs.).
Short-billed Dowitcher: Two at
McPherson Rd & Wyecroft Rd Jun
2-3L (MJ); one at Windermere Basin
Jul 12 F (ON); one at Tollgate Pond Jul
13 (KM); three at Red Hill Parkway &
QEW Stormwater Pond Jul 18-22 (LMa;
m.obs.), and two griseus subspecies
there Jul 19 (RD).
Long-billed Dowitcher#: One ad.
photographed at Rattray Marsh Jul 24 *
(WR) provided a record early fall date for
the HSA.
American Woodcock: Five at Dundas
Marsh Jul 25 (JBr).
Wilson’s Phalarope#: One m. at Red
Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond
Jul 19*-24 (LHu,ZHu; m.obs.); one m. at
Windermere Basin Jul 22 (RD et al.).
Red-necked Phalarope#: One ad. m.
at Mountsberg C.A. Jul 26F-27 (MCa;
m.obs.) provided the second earliest fall
date for the HSA.
Bonaparte’s Gull: Three 1st alt. off Van
Wagners Beach Jun 4 (RD), and two juv.
there Jul 19 F (RD) provided a record
early fall date for this age class for the
HSA.
Iceland Gull: One 3rd alt. past CCIW Jul
31 (RD).
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Horned Grebe. LaSalle Park, Burlington. Nov.3, 2012. Photo by Joanne Redwood.

Black Tern#: One off Green Rd [HM] Jun
2 * (RD; LMa).
ARCTIC TERN#: One at Bronte Harbour
Jun 2 * (DD).
Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at Grass
Lake [WT] Jun 22 (DD); one NW of
Conc 6 & Westover Rd [HM] Jul 1 (RD);
two at Dundas Valley C.A. [HM] Jul 8
(RD,BC,DD); one at Carlisle Golf &
Country Club Jul 13 (BO).
Common Nighthawk: One at Westover
Rd N of Conc 8 Jun 8 L (PS).
Red-headed Woodpecker#: One at
James Hillier School, Brantford [BR] Jun
8 (KG); one at Sawmill Rd W of Shaver
Rd [HD] Jun 12-15 (GBs).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at
Lafarge Trail N of Conc 8 [HM] Jun 4 (JLi
et al.).
Olive-sided Flycatcher#: One at Red
Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond
Jul 22 F (LMa; LHu,ZHu) provided the
second earliest fall record for the HSA.
Least Flycatcher: One at Shoreacres Jul
25 F (RD,CE).
Yellow-throated Vireo#: One SM at Irish
Line W of West River Rd [HD] Jun 10
(RD).
FISH CROW#: One at Aurora Cres,
Burlington [HL] Jun 9 (CE); at least one
remained at Bronte Harbour Jun 14-Jul
21 (SE,GE; m.obs.).
Common Raven#: Two ad. + three juv.
at Gore Rd & Conc Rd 7 [WL] Jun 2
(BC); one NW of Conc 6 & Westover Rd
Jun 6 (LMa et al.).
Purple Martin: One NW of Conc 6 &
Westover Rd Jul 15 F (BL); 10 at N Shore
Blvd, Aldershot [HL] Jul 26 (RD).
Bank Swallow: 492 at Suncor Pier,
Bronte Jul 2 (MJ).
Cliff Swallow: 102 at Suncor Pier,
Bronte Jul 2 (MJ).
Tufted Titmouse#: One at Rock Chapel
[HM] Jun 1 (SD,JDa); one at Safari Rd
Wetland Jun 11 (BMi).
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Winter Wren: One SM at Westover Rd
N of Conc 8 Jun 7-30 (PS); one SM at
Conc 6 E of Middletown Rd [HM] Jul 7
(BC); one at Crawford Lake C.A. [HL] Jul
23 (WB).
Marsh Wren#: One at Grass Lake Jun
22 (DD).
Veery: One over St. George St.,
Brantford Jul 10 F (BL) provided the
second earliest fall date for the HSA.
Swainson’s Thrush: One over St.
George St, Brantford Jun 9 L (BL).
Worm-eating Warbler#: One m. at
Dundas Valley C.A. Jul 1 * (DeM,BMi)
provided only the second summer
season record for the HSA and the latest
date.
“Brewster’s” Warbler#: One m. at
Dundas Valley C.A. Jun 9 (DPr), and
another m. there Jul 8 (RD,BC,DD).
“Lawrence’s” Warbler#: One m. at
Dundas Valley C.A. Jun 9 (DPr).
Black-and-white Warbler: One SM at
Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Jun 5-17 (PS);
two SM at Smith Tract, Guelph [WL] Jun
13 (FU).
Nashville Warbler: One SM at Smith
Tract, Guelph Jun 13 (FU); one SM at
Westover Rd N of Conc 8 Jun 16 (PS).
Mourning Warbler: One at Carlisle Golf
& Country Club Jul 13 (BO).
American Redstart: One SM at
Confederation Park Jun 15 (RD).
Magnolia Warbler: Two SM at Smith

Tract, Guelph Jun 13 (FU).
Black-throated Blue Warbler: One SM
at Crawford Lake C.A. Jun 6 (CS).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Five SM at
Smith Tract, Guelph Jun 13 (FU); one at
Dundas Valley C.A. Jul 2 (HvB).
Prairie Warbler#: One terr. pair NW
of Conc 6 & Westover Rd Jun 1-Jul 1
(m.obs.).
Black-throated Green Warbler: One at
Dundas Valley C.A. Jun 8 (KWi,AWi); five
SM at Smith Tract, Guelph Jun 13 (FU).
Canada Warbler: One SM at Lafarge
Trail N of Conc 8 Jun 4 (JLi et al.); one m.
at Coronation Park [HL] Jun 4 L (MJ).
Clay-colored Sparrow#: Two SM at
Victoria & Serena Rds, Guelph [WL] Jun
16 (FU); one SM at Middletown Rd N
of Conc 4 [HM] Jul 1 (RD); one at Troy
[HM] Jul 2 (JFo); one at Middletown Rd &
Conc 5 [HM] Jul 7-8 (BC); one at Fletcher
Creek Ecological Preserve Jul 10 (TT).
Vesper Sparrow: Two at Eramosa Karst
C.A. [HM] Jun 8 (WB,FB); two SM at Irish
Line W of West River Rd and one SM
at Indiana Rd E of Hwy 54 [HD] Jun 10
(RD).
Savannah Sparrow: 30 at Eramosa
Karst C.A. Jun 11 (LMa et al.).
Grasshopper Sparrow#: Ten at Victoria
& Serena Rds, Guelph and four at Arkell
[WL] Jun 16 (FU); one at Fletcher Creek
Ecological Preserve Jul 10 (TT).
White-crowned Sparrow: One m. at
Glow Ave & Parkdale Ave, Hamilton [HM]
Jun 2 L (TK) tied the second latest spring
date for the HSA.
Dickcissel#: One at Grass Lake Jun 9
(DGs); one m. + two f. at Lakeside Park,
Mississauga [PL] Jul 20-25 (WR; m.obs.).
Bobolink: 30 at Dofasco Trail & 11th Rd E
[HM] Jul 15 (PBa).
Orchard Oriole#: One m. at Oakes Rd at
the Lakeshore [NG] Jun 24 (LMa).
Please send your bird records for AugustNovember 2012 by Dec 10 to: Rob
Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont.,
L9H 3S1; ph: (905) 628-0297; e-mail:
rdobos@cogeco.ca

The leucistic male Surf Scoter (far right), here together with some White-winged Scoters has been
hanging around for a few weeks at the end of Gray’s Road, Stoney Creek. Oct.17, 2012.
Photo by Barry Cherriere.
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Support The Wood Duck

We hope you like the look of The Wood Duck – the journal of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. This is our “public
face” – featuring first-rate articles that focus on local natural history, complete with outstanding photography
from our talented local photographers - now the appearance matches the content! We hope that the new look
will enhance the readers’ enjoyment of our journal and spark increased public interest in our Club and its nature
conservation work. However, the improved journal quality requires additional funds. It will cost more to print The
Wood Duck – money we plan to raise without increasing membership fees.
Therefore, we encourage you to strongly support this new vision for our journal, and give generously to the General Fund, the Club fund that pays for its publication.
We’ve seen in the past that HNC members have generously donated funds to the Club, and we encourage you to
earmark a portion of your annual donations to the General Fund to support The Wood Duck.
Thank you for your consideration.
The HNC Publications Committee

Rusty Blackbird. Wetland Trail, North Flamborough. Oct. 8, 2012. Photo by Tom Thomas.
40048074
Return undeliverable Canadian
Addresses to:
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
Westdale P.O.Box 89052
Hamilton, ON L8S 4R5
			

Affix Label Here

