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Sandhill Cranes have nested in the Hamilton Study Area for almost 20 years at Grass Lake northwest of Glen Morris. This species is
a “good news” story. It is far more common now then a quarter century ago when it was quite rare in southern Ontario. Allan McInnis was lucky enough to be in just the right spot when this individual flew past him on 1 June 2013 at Grass Lake.
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A Walk through the World of Fungi with Kyle McLoughlin
by Louise Unitt

T

he main event at the April 8 2013 HNC meeting was an exploration of the fascinating world of fungus, led by naturalist
and wilderness guide Kyle McLoughlin. While working on his
B.A., Kyle honed his skills as trip leader and interpreter in McMaster University’s outdoor recreation program. Subsequent adventures took him from cliff faces to deep woods and fostered his
later work as a river guide. Kyle has been certified in Wilderness
First Aid by the Ontario Recreational Canoe Association, and is
currently an apprentice arborist. He rounded out his lecture with
many colourful slides and a selection of specimens.
The biological kingdom of fungi is divided into two major groups–
microscopic and macroscopic fungi. Smaller, non-fleshy fungi,
such as yeasts, moulds and cankers, are classified as microscopic
fungi. Yeasts are unicellular, while moulds and cankers are
multicellular. Macroscopic fungi, a.k.a. fleshy fungi, are always
multicellular and often have large reproductive bodies. Members
of this group may be gilled or non-gilled. The gilled species
familiar to all is the ubiquitous White or Common Mushroom
that is available in every supermarket. Non-gilled fungi include
boletes, puffballs, bracket fungi, jelly fungi (so named for their
gelatinous fruiting body that shrivels when dried), and sac fungi.
Slime moulds make up an aberrant group that is no longer
universally classified as a fungus, and displays characteristics
of both fungi and animals. When food
is scarce, these single-celled organisms
aggregate to form a mass, or plasmodium.
In this state a slime mould is able to move
as a single body in its search for nutrients.
Slime mould can travel several metres in
a day.

Kyle described fungal structure and
explained the function of its constituent
parts. The fruiting body, or sporocarp,
is what we see above ground and commonly think of as a
mushroom. Its primary function is the production and dispersal
of millions of spores. Made up of a single microscopic cell that
carries genetic information for new life, a spore is the fungal
equivalent of a seed. The vegetative part of a fungus, or mycelium,
is found underground, where its branching, hairlike filaments, or
hyphae, acquire energy from the substrate.
Dog Vomit Slime Mold photo by Kyle McLoughlin

It was the uniqueness of fungi that first drew Kyle to their study.
Neither plant nor animal, fungi have traits in common with both.
Like animals, they are unable to acquire energy from the sun and
must obtain it from their environment. Although fungi cannot
nourish themselves through photosynthesis as plants do, they
are similar to plants in some respects. Fungi reproduce by means
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of fruiting structures and are unable to move biomechanically
through their environment. Unable to move or draw energy from
the sun, how do they survive? Having posed the question, Kyle
assured us that fungi have several strategies at their disposal, one
of which is symbiosis. The fungal-algal partnership known as
lichens is an example of symbiosis. The algal component derives
energy from the sun, while the fungal component derives energy
from nitrogen drawn from the environment. When a lichen dies
and breaks down, its energy is absorbed into the soil. As much
as three percent of a redwood forest’s nitrogen content can be
supplied by lichens. Lichens attach themselves to trees or rocks.
Rock Tripe, which looks like leather, exudes weak acids and
essentially breaks down rocks and “eats” them.
Mycorrhizal fungi are fungi that have developed a cooperative
relationship with plants. They attach their mycelia to the root
hairs of a plant, thereby facilitating an exchange of nutrients. Red
Russula is just one of many fungal species that help nourish forest
trees through a symbiotic connection with tree roots.
The tree provides the fungus with glucose that it manufactures
through photosynthesis, while the fungus provides the tree with
soil-borne water and minerals that would otherwise be unavailable
to the tree. A Giant Puffball in mycorrhizal association with a
White Pine can extract nutrients from
the soil at a distance of 40 feet from the
tree and well beyond the reach of its
roots. A single mycorrhizal fungus can
trade nutrients with several trees at a
time, in a system that Kyle referred to
as a “forest internet.” Indian Pipe is a
parasitic plant that survives by abusing
the system. Lacking the chlorophyll
needed for photosynthesis, it obtains
energy by tapping into the mycorrhizal
network, but providing nothing in
return.
Indian Pipe - not a
fungus but a parasitic
plant that robs fungus
of nutrients - photo
Kyle McLoughlin.

Some groups of fungi form symbiotic
relationships with mushroom-eating
insects, or mycetophiles. The fungi
provide the insects with food, and the
insects like the Ambrosia Beetle further the spread of the fungi.
Bearing fungal spores on its body, the insect burrows its way into
a tree and lays its eggs. Upon reaching the larval stage, the young
feed on fungal mycelium. As adults, the beetles disperse and
scatter fungal spores far and wide.
Instead of cooperating with other organisms in symbiosis, some
fungi survive pathogenically, infecting both plants and animals.
Like many invasive species, pathogenic fungi are sometimes
The Wood Duck - September, 2013

introduced through human activity. Chestnut Blight, a devastating
disease of American Chestnut, was accidentally introduced to the
northern hemisphere. Its spread was made worse by the planting
of monocultures, now known to be a risky practice. Human
intervention was also a factor in the spread of Dutch Elm Disease,
which is transmitted by the Elm Bark Beetle, and Butternut
Canker, a lethal disease to which we owe the loss of most of
our butternuts. After rupturing the bark, the canker attacks the
cambium (the living part of a tree), exposing damaged tissue to
invasion by wood decay fungus. Kyle described wood decay fungi
as sinister, since the mightiest tree can be brought down by the
tiniest spore. Years may pass before damage becomes apparent.
By the time a fruiting body is visible, decay is well advanced.
Wood decay fungi can be classified according to the type of decay
that they cause. The best-known types are commonly known
as brown rot, and white rot. Most kinds of white-rot fungi turn
the decaying wood an off-white colour as they break down the
lignin. Brown rot fungi break down cellulose and produce dark
discolouration on the infected wood. Most bracket fungi are
wood rotting fungi. Kyle brought with him a section of trunk that
had been hollowed out by Ganoderma tsugae, a bracket fungus
that grows on hemlocks and other conifers.
Like cankers, insects are able to launch attacks that make a tree
vulnerable to fungal infection. When a tree is attacked by the
Beech Scale insect, the wound it creates in the bark leaves the
weakened tree susceptible to opportunistic attack by Nectria
cinnabarina and other canker-causing fungi.
Some soil-dwelling fungi survive as insect predators. For example,
oyster mushrooms use mycelia to trap nematodes as they pass
by. Other types of fungi make their home inside an animal.
Bullfrogs are subject to fungal ear infections, and a number
of species of Cordyceps fungi also target animals. White Nose
Fungus, which is caused by the fungus Geomyces destructans, an
extremely destructive pathogen that thrives in the cool, damp,
dark environment favoured by bats, is threatening the survival
of some species. Afflicted individuals are identifiable by white
areas (mycelia) on the nose and mouth. The fungus interferes
with a victim’s functioning, causing abnormal behaviours and
eventually death.
Should fungi be considered as friend or foe? Based on the
apparently destructive aspects just described, the quick answer
might well be “foe.” However, they perform a vital function
as decomposers, breaking down plant and animal tissue. By
preventing the overabundance and dominance of a single species,
fungal disease has a critical role in maintaining balance in the
ecosystem. Another beneficial role is played by mycorrhizal fungi,
which make nutrients available to other species, as mentioned
earlier.
The relationship between mushrooms and humans has a long
history, for good and for ill. When a well-preserved mummified
man (today referred to as Oetzi the Iceman) was discovered in
the Alps, he had with him four pieces of Tinder Conch, a white
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rot fungus known for its utility in starting fires. Fungi have been
used in healing; the best-known fungi with medicinal uses are
members of the genus Penicillium, a source of major antibiotics.
Although mushrooms are generally 80-90% water by weight,
fungal “meat” is very nutritious, containing potassium,
phosphorus, magnesium, niacin and Vitamins A and B12. As the
name implies, Chicken of the Woods, a bracket fungus, tastes like
chicken. (Kyle recommends pairing it with white wine.) Chaga,
an irregularly formed mushroom which resembles a lump of
burnt charcoal, is used to make a highly nutritious tea.
While some fungi are tasty and healthful, Kyle cautioned us
not to eat any mushroom that grows in the wild unless we are
certain that it’s edible. Mushroom poisoning is quite painful and
potentially fatal. There is a six to eight
hour delay between ingestion of the
poisonous Destroying Angel and the
onset of symptoms. Stomach cramps
may be followed by a one or two day
period of remission before pain returns
and the victim dies. Liberty Cap, a type
of Psilocybin mushroom (a.k.a. magic
mushroom) contains the hallucinogenic
substance psilocybin. The drug response
experienced by users is actually a case of
mushroom poisoning.
Liberty Cap - a psilo-

Kyle went on to list some of the fungi cybin mushroom that
produces hallucinogenthat inhabit the Carolinian forest. Artist’s ic effects in those that
Conch is a white rot fungus that grows consume it - photo Kyle
McLoughlin.
in Cootes Paradise. The name is based
on the fact that drawing on its underside
will etch a dark line into the conch. Chicken of the Woods,
Yellow Parasol, Tinder Conch, Chaga, Giant Puffball, and the
uncommon but widespread Destroying Angel can all be found
in the Carolinian forest: Also present are Common Morel (a sac
fungus), Eutypella Canker, and Fly Agaric, a mycorrhizal fungus.
Chanterelles – funnel-shaped fungi that smell of apricot – are said
to grow in our area, although Kyle has yet to spot any. An ideal
opportunity to discover some Carolinian fungi is coming up on
September 14, when Kyle will be leading a mushroom hike along
the north shore of Cootes Paradise. Meet at the RBG Arboretum
at 10 a.m.
A strong spokesman for fungi, Kyle makes a strong case for the
importance of these organisms. After hearing him speak, even
the most fungus averse among us would have to acknowledge that
they merit our respect for their critical role in our ecosystem. If
you’d care to delve deeper into the fascinating properties of fungi,
click on http://www.ted.com/talks/paul_stamets_on_6_ways_
mushrooms_can_save_the_world.html for an intriguing TED
talk by mycologist Paul Stamets, who describes the potential role
of fungi in saving the universe.
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Underground Infrastructure and Its Influence on
Ecosystems – Chedoke Creek Watershed
by Louise Unitt

W

e were pleased to welcome three knowledgeable speakers
at the May 13 HNC meeting. Our first presenter, Michael
Cook, was followed by Darren Brouwer, PhD, chemistry professor at Redeemer University College, followed by Jennifer Bowman, MSc, the Royal Botanical Gardens’ aquatic ecologist.

Michael Cook has studied geography at a graduate level, and
recently completed his master’s degree in Landscape Architecture
at the University of Toronto. Since 2003, he has been delving
into underground infrastructures across southern Ontario,
with a focus on urban drainage and sewage systems. Michael
has contributed text and photographs to HTO: Toronto’s Water
from Lake Iroquois to Lost Rivers to Low-flow Toilets (2008), the
BLDGBLOG Book (2009) and Water (2009). His images have
appeared in The Hamilton Spectator, The Toronto Star, The Globe
and Mail, Domus Magazine and Canadian Business. His photos of
Toronto sewers were on display at Toronto’s Contact Photography
Festival in May of this year.
Michael’s talk covered the historical context and current condition
of the infrastructure that dominates the Chedoke Creek drainage
system. Extensively canalized and culverted, the Chedoke Creek
watershed is among the most disrupted creek systems that drain
into Cootes Paradise. Modifications began in the 1920s, when
part of one arm of the creek was first routed underground to
accommodate industrial and railway facilities north of Aberdeen
Avenue, as well as the expansion of Chedoke Civic Golf Course.
But the bulk of the damage to the creek system was inflicted in
the 1950s and ‘60s, when Chedoke headwater streams above the
escarpment were buried in storm sewers, in order to handle the
large storm flows generated by new housing developments on
the Mountain. In 1963, the Chedoke Creek Diversion Sewer was
built to route the flow underground from Chedoke Falls, beneath
industrial land and the golf course. In the same year, the lower
creek’s main valley channel was straightened and reinforced with
concrete to allow for construction of Highway 403 alongside.
The Chedoke Creek Diversion Sewer runs downhill from the
Chedoke Radial Trail into the creek valley. There is a significant
drop in elevation from the base of the Niagara Escarpment, where
the drain begins, to the bottom of the valley. Pouring down a pair
of massive staircases within the sewer, water from the upstream
tributary—which itself emerges from a Mountain storm sewer at
Chedoke Falls—is able to disperse its energy over a long drop,
rather than becoming the pounding, erosive force that a vertical
descent would entail.
Constructed of concrete ductwork and conduit, the sewer buries
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the creek from the southern edge of the City’s public golf course
all the way to Chedoke Creek’s canalized main stream. The
Diversion Sewer replaced the original Chedoke-Westinghouse
Culvert, which was sometimes referred to as The Vault. Before
being superseded by the Diversion Sewer, The Vault would
have enclosed a tributary at the golf course’s eastern edge. The
watercourse at either end of The Vault has been reduced to a
marginal stream with minimal flow. Now largely derelict, most
of its water has been diverted into the newer drain, which has
greater capacity. A massive metal guard structure situated at the
drain’s inlet accumulates a diverse collection of woody debris,
dried sediment and consumer trash that would otherwise lodge
inside the storm sewer and cause a backup in the downstream
canal. The steel-ribbed cage is approximately 25 feet tall and 40
feet wide.
As a result of combined sewer overflows, Chedoke Creek is
subject to extensive pollution from Hamilton’s sanitary sewers.
Overflows are triggered by heavy rainfall, which places an
incredible sanitary load on the creek. Photos taken at a combined
overflow point showed evidence such as trees draped with toilet
paper. When Michael inspected the spot some years ago, he
was confronted by a “horrible” smell. On a more recent visit, he
noticed that the area had been cleaned up somewhat during the
previous decade.
Like other municipalities with combined systems, Hamilton has
been building CSO (Combined Sewer Overflows) storage tanks to
capture most of these overflows before they reach the Creek, and
to reduce their frequency. There has been some degree of success
since the tanks were introduced to Hamilton in the 1990s. While
the City has separated portions of its sewer system, Michael is
unaware of any improvements to storm sewers at Chedoke Falls.
Construction of CSO tanks has reduced pollution at several key
overflow locations, but residual deposits in the watershed have
not been dealt with.
When fecal matter was found floating in local waterways, it
was discovered that many Hamilton homes had their outbound
plumbing connected directly to storm sewers instead of sanitary
sewers. The source of the problem was deemed to be contractor
error. Hamilton’s most spectacular storm sewer, the Chedoke
Falls Drain, is contaminated by extensive household crossconnections with storm sewers. Toilet waste from Hamilton
Mountain homes passes through the Chedoke Diversion, exiting
into the downstream creek and, ultimately, into Cootes Paradise.
Although the City of Hamilton’s Water and Wastewater Division
has been promising for years to address (continued on page 18)
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Rapids Clubtail (Gomphus quadricolor) in the Hamilton Area
by Bill Lamond

T

he Rapids Clubtail is a very rare dragonfly in Ontario. It
occurs in small sections of four river systems in southern Ontario: Thames, Humber, Credit and Mississippi
River (southeast of Ottawa) (Jones et al. 2008). I was totally
unaware of how rare this species was when I encountered one
on the Grand River in Brantford on 24 May 2009. I was walking
along a coldwater creek that flows into the Grand River when I
flushed a dragonfly which landed only a few feet away. I could
see it was a clubtail and I easily caught it. I examined it in hand
and knew it was not a Midland Clubtail which is relatively common at this location. But what species was it? The guide I had
brought with me that day was the Dragonflies and Damselflies
of Northeast Ohio, 2nd edition (Roche et al 2008). This is a field
guide that utilizes photos, not always the best for seeing detail,
but on this day it was ideal. I started to thumb through the
guide and settled on Rapids Clubtail. The date, size, and habitat
seemed to match. But what clinched it for me was how identical this female was to the photo on page 87 of the Ohio guide. It
was a perfect match. All of the yellows spots, dashes and markings matched identically. It was uncanny. It seemed a straightforward ID.

ing section of the Grand River and it was right adjacent to a
cold water stream that flows into the Grand”.
After posting this note I started getting inquiries about this record from learned dragonfly people. Colin Jones, an Ontario expert, stated:
“This

is an incredibly good find! Did you happen to photograph

the individual? If so would you mind sending them my way?”

Well no, I hadn’t actually photographed it as this was before
I started carrying and using my point-and-shoot camera. However, I realized the intent of the letter was to a have a photograph
where the proof of the species could be verified. And rightly so,
as Rapids Clubtail is quite similar to other common species such
as Dusky, Ashy and Lancet Clubtails.

When I got home I looked at the Field Guide to the Dragonflies
and Damselflies of Algonquin Park (Jones et al. 2008) and then
realized how rare the species was in Ontario. Nonetheless I still
had no doubt on the ID. I posted to the Ont-Odes network as
follows:
I caught and examined a Rapids Clubtail along the Grand River in Brantford on Sunday May 24th. This is a species that I’ve
never encountered before. I caught the species very easily as it
seemed barely capable of flight. It may have been teneral as the
wings appeared soft but the colours seemed fully developed. I
used the new Ohio guide to ID the individual. Unfortunately
I should have taken the new Algonquin guide with me as I
would have known how rare the species is in Ontario and it
seems a better guide to ID this species. Nonetheless I have no
doubt about the ID based on size, colour and pattern. Everything fit. The individual was not too far away from a fast flowThe Wood Duck - September, 2013

Midland Clubtail,male - 30 May 2010 - Grand River at Hardy
Road, Brantford photo Bill Lamond

No matter, if there was one Rapids Clubtail, there would be more
and indeed I probably saw another one the 6th of June near the
same location. However, I was only able to view this individual
with binoculars and could not catch it to verify. Around this time
I had enquiries from two people about the location as they wanted to look for this species. Karl Konze was one of those and he
came down on the 14th of June with his son William. He saw lots
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of Midland Clubtails but he stated:
“I also think I saw a single Rapids Clubtail on shore. Although I
got quite a bit closer to it than I did the Midlands Clubtails, I came
up short just the same, although I had to look in my net to see if
I was successful or not”.

Thus at the end of the 2009 field season there was no confirmation of this species at this site other than what was contained in
my head. This became more of an issue in 2010 as the Ontario
government had just designated the Rapids Clubtail as “Endangered in Ontario” through the Species At Risk Act.
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Species
/2ColumnSubPage/MNR_SAR_RPDS_CLBTL_EN.html

ment side would eat it up. I would suggest hitting the area
again this June and looking for additional individuals. I plan
to search some sites for Rapids Clubtail as well and would like
to spend some time there too. Perhaps we can coordinate a trip
to the spot. I would also strongly suggest combing the shoreline
of the Grand River in this area for exuviae (cast-ff larval skins)
and collect any and all of these that you can find. Although you
saw your individual near the cold-water stream, any individuals would most likely be emerging from the river itself. I don’t
think that small, cold-water streams provide larval habitat for
Gomphus quadricolor. I hope that this helps. Let me know if
you have any additional questions.”

Coupled with this there was a development proposal to build
hundreds of homes on adjacent land to the Grand River in the
exact location that I found the Rapids Clubtail. This development
(still pending at press time – OMB hearing) may or may not alter
the habitat on the river. I contacted Colin Jones about this:
“Hi Colin
I noted today (9 March 2010) that the Rapids Clubtail has
been designated as endangered in Ontario. I realize that
you feel that the individual that I caught last year is not considered confirmed without a photo, but as I stated below, I
am sure that’s what is was. It was unfortunate that no more
were caught last year although I was quite certain that I saw an-

Rusty Snaketail, male. 5 July 2013. Grand River at Hardy Road,
Brantford - photo Bill Lamond.

other along the Grand River about 2 weeks later and Karl Konze
suspected that he saw one too when he was there last year.
   Anyways, the reason for my letter is to ask you if there is any procedural move that could be implemented because of the species’
status. There is a proposed housing development for this area along
the river. The development is being opposed by local landowners
but I am unaware of the current status of the development. There
are a lot of homes proposed for the property. The individual that
I caught was immediately adjacent to a cold-water stream that is
right beside the property in question and this stream flows into
the Grand River about 150m from where I caught the individual.
I’m not sure if you can help much but perhaps you may know how
this legislation is implemented in regards to endangered species.”

Colin replied:
“Unfortunately,

for habitat to be protected under the Endangered Species Act, a record with some proof (photo, specimen,
etc) will be required. If such an issue was brought to an OMB
hearing, without any solid proof, a lawyer from the developPage 10

So the heat was on to confirm this species. The next time I visited
this site was on 30 May 2010 in the company of Kevin McLaughlin and Bob Curry. I was specifically looking for Rapids Clubtail
and I’m sure Bob was too. However we saw none on this day. We
did see as many as 15 Midland Clubtails and at least two Rusty
Snaketails. I don’t think I visted this site again in 2010 and I’m not
sure if Colin Jones ever did visit. The next year (2011) I did get
out at least once to this spot but again no Rapids Clubtails, just
Midlands. By this time, I hardly thought of this species anymore
in relation to Brantford and when I did, I just figured that Rapids
Clubtail was a species present in very low numbers. I was fairly
confident it would be found at some point at this location again.
On 15 May 2012, I received a photograph from Ian Smith asking
me about the identity of a dragonfly that he had seen near the
Brantford Rapids Clubtail location. I was a bit surprised when I
looked at the photo and could see that it was probably a Lancet
Clubtail, a species I had never identified there before and a species that I have already indicated is similar to Rapids Clubtail. The
photo was of a male and although (continued on page 15)
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photo Kyna Intini
This female Black Witch (Ascalapha odorata) was found by Kyna Intini at her house at 1482 4th Concession W near Troy on 26
June 2013. This is one of very few records of this southern stray for the Hamilton Study Area and the first in many years. This photo
may appear to be an enlargement but it is not. This species is huge being one of the largest moths in North America. It can have
a wingspan of 16cm (6.5inches) although females tend to be smaller at 12cm. From Kyna: “ We first saw it around noon June 26th,

it was resting near the ceiling of the mud room . I took a picture of it and left it be. Later that evening when we turned the porch light on
it flew over to the light and landed on me (A bit startling!). I turned off the porch light and put a lantern outside the mud room hoping it
would fly out. But the next day I found it flapping against one of the doors, which I was able to open and it finally flew off.”
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Member’s Night at the Bird Study Group

By Michael Rowlands

T

he April meeting of the Bird Study Group is usually dedicated to short presentations by our own members of interesting
birding trips, identification sessions or other miscellaneous birding topics. Our April 15, 2013 meeting was no exception as we
had presentations by Rob Maciver, Bob Stamp, and Erica Lagios.
Rob’s was a combination travelogue and identification tutorial as
he described a trip to Colorado he’d taken the previous year in
search of “prairie grouse”. Colorado is the only state where all five
species occur – Greater Sage-Grouse, Gunnison Sage-Grouse,
Sharp-tailed Grouse, Lesser Prairie-Chicken, and Greater Prairie
Chicken. He had some great photos and videos of these interesting
birds, including their ritual dancing at the annual leks.
Bob then enthralled us all with his photo essay of the birds of
Ethiopia, as seen through the lens of a new camera he had
purchased just before his February 2013 trip there.
The Wood Duck - September, 2013

Erica followed with her presentation that covered three separate
topics – field research on the endangered Golden-cheeked
Warbler conducted in Texas in 2008, the current status of the
Eastern Loggerhead Shrike population at Ontario’s Carden Alvar,
and an update on the downtown Hamilton Peregrine Falcons.
The evening concluded with recent sightings by our members at
large and best wishes were extended to everyone for a spring and
summer of good birding.
As this is being written, the 2013-2014 schedule of the Bird Study
Group is almost completely planned and promises to be another
good one for amateurs and skilled birders alike! The Group meets
at the Burlington Seniors’ Centre on Mondays, usually the week
after the HNC general meetings, so plan to come out and see
what’s happening if you haven’t attended one of our meetings
before.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES
All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge and time. the HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating in any of these activities. Please assess your own ability to participate. Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. you are
advised to check the hnc website (www.hamiltonnature.org) before setting out to ensure that the hike has
not been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are discouraged as they startle wildlife, damage nests, and
interfere with the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing your pet or for other questions.
We also publicize Royal Botanical Gardens hikes and events: “Learning at the Gardens” programs of interest to Naturalists; more information and on-line registration available at http://tickets.rbg.ca/PEO/. Most
programs require pre-registration one week prior. Please note there is often a charge for these activities.
although RBG members receive a discount on most programs. Questions? Please call 905-527-1158 ext
270. Check RBG website for meeting locations for hikes which are not listed below.
1 Sept, 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hikes: Every Sunday (Sept thru May) (including holiday weekends). These
are FREE hikes at RBG lands (donations welcome). This week: Hendrie Valley. Meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking lot on Plains Road.
5 Sept, 6pm. Free Public Education Workshops at Urquhart Butterfly Garden: History of the Desjardins area
and the UBG. Meet at Gardens in Centennial Park at Cootes Drive & East Ave N in Dundas.
7 Sept, 9:30 a.m. Fall Flower Walk at Rock Chapel Sanctuary with Dr. Jim Pringle. Walks are geared for intermediate hiking levels. Dress for the weather, and be ready for rough terrain. Fee: $10/walk
8 Sept, 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: FREE RBG hike (donations welcome). Meet at Princess Point parking area.
8 Sept, 7 a.m. RBG Fall Bird Walk. Join RBG staff Dr. Jim Pringle at Hendrie Valley to search for waterfowl,
shorebirds, and other fall migrants. Walks are geared for intermediate hiking levels. Fee: $10/walk.
8 Sept, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. HNC - BIRDING WINDERMERE BASIN AND CCIW FOR SHOREBIRDS Join avid
birder Len Manning (our 2013 Baillie Birdathon rep) to look for shorebirds at Windermere Basin and at CCIW.
Len has become a source for great sightings since he moved to Hamilton. A scope is recommended, but
not necessary. Contact Len at olivesided@gmail.com for info. Meet at Hutch’s parking lot.
9 Sept, 7:30 pm, HNC MONTHLY MEETING. Come early for social and refreshments. Speaker:Scott Gillingwater. Topic: Turtles of Ontario – Research and Conservation. This presentation will discuss the turtles
of Ontario, highlighting the unique species that we have here, and identifying the key issues of concern for
future conservation of these key species. RBG Main Center, 680 Plains Road West, Burlington.
12 Sep, 6pm. Free Public Education Workshops at Urquhart Butterfly Garden: A Discussion with the Hamilton Urban Beekeepers. Meet at Gardens in Centennial Park at Cootes Drive & East Ave N in Dundas.
14 Sept, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. HNC - INTO THE WOODS WITH FUNGUS. In this follow-up hike to the HNC April
lecture by Kyle McLoughlin. Kyle will explore the north shore of Coote’s Paradise for species across the
fungi kingdom. This afternoon hike will pique your interest and raise your spirits. Contact Kyle McLoughlin
at kylemcloughlin@gmail.com for details. Meet at the RBG Arboretum in the parking circle.
14 Sept. 11 a.m. Free Guided Bird & Butterfly ID Walk at Urquhart Butterfly Garden. Meet at Gardens in
Centennial Park at Cootes Drive & East Ave N in Dundas.
14 Sept, 9:30 am. RBG FALL WILDFLOWER WALK at Cootes North Shore with Dr. Jim Pringle. Walks are
geared for intermediate hiking levels. Dress for the weather, and be ready for rough terrain. Fee: $10/walk.
14 Sept, 9 a.m. to noon. RBG Outdoors Club, ages 12 to 15, every other Saturday to January 2014. At the
RBG Nature Centre. Eco-stewardship based projects, excursions, activities. Fee: $235 for Fall/Winter.
15 Sept, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. HNC - LATE SUMMER BUTTERFLY AND DRAGONFLY WALK. Join Bill Lamond
for a double bonus – both butterflies and dragonflies! Contact Bill at bill-lamond@hotmail.com (519-7569546) for more details. We will meet at the parking lot at Beverly Swamp Reserve on Safari Rd. The parking
lot is on the north side of the road and is about 900m east of Valens Rd. Pack a lunch.
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15 Sept, 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: FREE RBG hike (donations welcome). Cootes North Shore. Meet
at Nature Centre.
16 Sept, 7:30 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group meeting. This month: Birds of South Africa with Rob Mcivor. Burlington Senior’s Centre, Auditorium B, 2285 New St, Burlington.
19 Sept - 21 Nov (Thursdays), 7 p.m. - 9:30. RBG - CARVE A BALD EAGLE at RBG Main Centre. Carve and
paint a miniature-sized eagle perched on a rock. Participants purchase materials from the instructor, supply own carving equipment. Fee: $140.
19 Sep, 6pm. Free Public Education Workshops at Urquhart Butterfly Garden: A discussion about Protecting the Monarch Butterfly. Meet at Gardens in Centennial Park at Cootes Drive & East Ave N in Dundas
21 Sept, 9:30 a.m. RBG Fall Wildflower Walk at Cootes South Shore with Dr. Jim Pringle. Walks are geared
for intermediate hiking levels. Be ready for rough terrain. Fee: $10/walk.
22 Sept, 7 a.m. RBG Fall Bird Walk at Cootes North Shore with Dr. Jim Pringle to search for waterfowl,
shorebirds, and other fall migrants. Walks are geared for intermediate hiking levels. Fee: $10/walk

22 Sept, 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike. Free RBG Nature Hike (donations welcome). Cootes South Shore.
Meet at Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll Road.
26 Sept. 6 p.m. Free Public Education Workshops at Urquhart Butterfly Garden: This week: A workshop on
Insect Identification. Meet at Gardens in Centennial Park at Cootes Drive & East Ave N in Dundas.

28 Sept. 9:30 a.m. to noon. Junior Naturalists Club, ages 7 to 12, 4th Saturday of the month, September to
May 2014 at RBG Nature Centre. Learning experiences to generate a life-long respect and love of the natural world. Parents must be either RBG or HNC Members. Fee: $80/child, $70/siblings
28 Sept. 9 a.m. to noon. RBG Outdoors Club, ages 12 to 15, every other Saturday to January 2014. At the
RBG Nature Centre. Eco-stewardship based projects, excursions, activities. Fee: $235 for Fall/Winter.
28 Sept. 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Ruthven’s 4th annual “FOR THE BIRDS” BIRDING FESTIVAL. Come early and
shadow bird banders, join the bird census walk. The Canadian Raptor Conservancy will be back with their
popular bird of prey show. Presentations by expert birders and activities for kids. Admission by donation.
Watch for further updates on website: www.ruthvenpark.ca 905-772-0560. Ruthven Park is located at 243,
Hwy #54 between York and Cayuga.
28 Sept. 11 a.m. Free Guided Bird & Butterfly ID Walk at Urquhart Butterfly Garden. Meet in Gardens at
Centennial Park at Cootes Drive & East Ave N in Dundas.

29 Sept. 2-4 p.m. Hickory Dickory Dock, RBG Family Program at RBG Centre. Hickory Tree talk and guided
walk with Tys Theysmeyer, Head of Natural Lands at RBG. Fee $12 (family rate $30).
29 Sept. 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike. Free RBG Nature Hike (donations welcome). Rock Chapel. Meet
at parking lot.
6 Oct. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. HNC - VISIT TO THE DONKEY SANCTUARY IN GUELPH. Meet and be charmed by these donkeys in their
world. Brush a donkey and discover the wonder of connecting with one of these marvellous animals. Learn about the day-to-day
lives of donkeys and what is involved in their lifelong care at the DSC. Hike the Nature Trails, enjoy a picnic by the pond, and stop
at the Long Ears Boutique. The Sanctuary is located on Conc. Rd 4 in Guelph. Contact Fran Hicks at hicksfran@cogeco.ca for
details or questions about carpooling.
7 Oct. 7:30 p.m. HNC MONTHLY MEETING. Speaker: Kyle Horner. Topic: Madagascar! Separated from mainland Africa by hundreds of miles and millions of years, Madagascar is home to some of the strangest creatures on Earth! And with an endemism
rate of over 90%, it hosts countless species that can be seen nowhere else in the world. This presentation will journey through
the eastern highlands and explore a diverse selection of its spectacular wildlife, all illustrated by colourful photos of course! RBG
Main Cente, 680 Plains Rd West, Burlington.
19 Oct. 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. SPOOKY HOLLOW VISIT AND FALL WORK DAY. It’s off to our Carolinian forest sanctuary for a day out
exploring the woods and doing trail maintenance. Bring a lunch and dress accordingly. Contact: Warren Beacham, wbeach808@
sympatico.ca. Rain date is Oct. 20.

21 Oct. 7:30 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group meeting. This month: Eastern Loggerhead Shrike Recovery Program with Erica Lagios. Burlington Senior’s Centre, Auditorium B, 2285 New St, Burlington.
The Wood Duck - September, 2013
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Protecting Endangered Species At Spooky Hollow Sanctuary

T

he Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is fortunate to receive funding support from the Province of Ontario’s Species at Risk Stewardship
Fund. The two year project with allow the HNC to study and then protect endangered species at Spooky Hollow.

The HNC has been protecting and stewarding Spooky Hollow for more than 50 years. The 166 acre property, located close to
Normandale, consists of several unique habitats that house numerous species at risk, including plants, birds, reptiles and mammals.
The focus of the project will be a continuation of the health assessment of the more than 1,400 Eastern Flowering Dogwoods that
have been recorded at the sanctuary. In addition, the American Chestnuts will be studied and we will be looking at ways to protect
the Spotted Wintergreen. Volunteer work parties will be planned to manage the invasive species found at the sanctuary and especially
around the endangered plants – stay tuned for details!
If you would like to know more about the project or would like to be a volunteer, please contact Jen Baker at 905-524-3339 or land@
hamiltonnature.org

Don McLean Honoured by Ontario Nature
by Gord McNulty

D

on McLean, a tireless volunteer advocate for conservation
and environmental protection in the Hamilton area, has
been recognized by Ontario Nature for many years of dedicated
effort.
Don received the J.R. Dymond Public Service Award at Ontario
Nature’s 82nd Annual General Meeting on June 8 at the Cawthra
Mulock Nature Reserve, northwest of Newmarket. The award goes
to an individual or group who has shown distinguished public
service that resulted in exceptional environmental achievement.
Angela Martin, President of Ontario Nature, presented Don with
a framed print of a Carolina Wren, one of his favourite birds. The
recognition is well-deserved for Don. An active member of the
HNC, Don currently serves on the Publications Committee
for the Wood Duck, contributes articles, leads outings, and has
assisted with the Hamilton Natural Areas Inventory among other
things.
He is probably best known for his opposition, as former Chair of
the Friends of Red Hill Valley, to the Red Hill Creek Expressway.
Thanks in part to Don’s detailed critiques of the plans and his
focus on reducing its environmental footprint, the road was
designed to higher environmental standards than originally
proposed. Natural stream techniques in place of concrete
channelization, measures to protect a vulnerable population of
flying squirrels in the valley, and more emphasis on the control
of cleanup of pollution exemplified the improvements. Don also
organizes the annual Spirit of Red Hill Valley Lecture which
features a prominent environmentalist and helps to motivate area
environmentalists.
In addition, Don is a co-founder, and currently a director, of
Environment Hamilton, and a driving force in Hamilton 350.org,
which is part of the international movement to tackle climate
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change. Moreover, he is co-ordinator of CATCH: Citizens at
City Hall (Hamiltoncatch.org) which monitors meetings of
Hamilton city council and committees. Were it not for CATCH,
citizens would be in the dark about details surrounding the city’s
controversial ‘Aerotropolis’ urban boundary expansion, the
Enbridge Line 9 reversal proposal between Flamborough and
Montreal, and many others. Don devotes countless hours to
maintaining CATCH as a comprehensive, vital component of the
media landscape in our area.
For more than a decade, he has taught an environmental impact
course for Athabasca University, a virtual university. Don has

Don McLean receiving Ontario Nature’s
J.R. Dymond Public Service Award from ON
President Angela Martin on 8 June 2013.

so many irons in the fire that it is a challenge to track all of
his contributions. There is no doubt about his enthusiasm and
untiring commitment to the cause.
In addition to congratulating Don, we also extend congratulations
to another distinguished area conservationist: Philip R. Gosling,
who received Ontario Nature`s W.W.H. Gunn Conservation
Award for his dedication to the Bruce Trail.   
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Rapids Clubtail, male - 21 May 2013 - Grand River at footbridge, Brantford - photo Bill Lamond

(continued from page 10) is possible that it was an Ashy Clubtail, it was definitely not a Rapids Clubtail. This certainly made
me wonder about my ID on the original sighting back in 2009.
However, I went back in my mind to what I had seen and I kept
reliving that experience of comparing that individual to that photo on page 87 of the NE Ohio guide. No doubt in my mind.
This year (2013) on 21 June, I went looking for dragonflies along
the Grand River. I decided I would go a bit further west near the
footbridge as that seemed more suitable habitat for Rapids Clubtail. The water is shallower there and faster flowing – more rapids! On the west side of the footbridge I saw a smallish clubtail
perched on a riverside rock. I quick check with binoculars confirmed that it was not a Midland Clubtail. I tried to remember
all the salient features of a Rapids Clubtail, the most important
being that it has a very dark abdomen with fairly large, evenly
rounded yellow patches near the terminal end. This individual fit
the bill. I was certain it was a Rapids but I needed to catch it for
photography. As I was moving in with the net, a Twelve-spotted
Skimmer came by and the clubtail flew up and gave chase and
then flew across the river and was lost from sight. I was not that
disappointed as I knew there was a good chance it would return.
I waited around for about 15 minutes when I saw it again on
a different rock about 10 feet from the initial location. My only
chance to catch this individual was to use the clamp-down method right over the rock and into the water. I moved in slowly and
clamped the net down over the rock and lifted the net to form
a tent which the clubtail flew up into. I pinched off the net and
had my quarry. I was elated as I pulled it out of the net and could
clearly see it was a male Rapids Clubtail. I began to photograph
it just as my camera indicated my battery was low. I was pleased
that my battery lasted for at least 10 shots of this rare dragon.

“Hi everyone, Four years ago I reported a Rapids Clubtail that
I had caught along the Grand River in Brantford in late May
of 2009. I did not take a photograph of that dragonfly so the
record was more or less unconfirmed due to the rarity of the
species. I was sure of the ID as the specimen was an absolute
dead-ringer for the photograph of the female Rapids Clubtail
on page 87 of the D & D of Northeast Ohio. Nonetheless over
time I became to doubt the record myself as I had not seen
anymore individuals nor had anyone else. Today (21 June)
I caught and photographed a male Rapids Clubtail that was
resting on a rock along the shore of the Grand River about 50m
west of the footbridge in Brantford.”
So it took over four years to confirm the presence of Rapids Clubtail at this location. I wouldn’t say that I felt vindicated as I knew
what I had seen and I assumed it was only a matter of time before
another one was found. I’m sure there are still lots of exciting
dragonflies out there waiting to be discovered. &

Rapids Clubtail, male (same). Close-up of male secondary
genitalia - photo Bill Lamond

Imagine seeing this American Robin in your yard! Former
HNC President Pierre Arnold has seen this individual for
two years running at Mansfield. photo by Pierre Arnold.

Later that day I posted to Ont-Odes:
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Hamilton Butterfly Count – 7 July 2013
by Bill Lamond

T

he weather forecast for the day of the Hamilton Butterfly
Count sounded dire on the eve of the Count; rain for
most of the day. Well that was what the hourly forecast
suggested, with thunderstorms in the afternoon. There was no
mention of clear skies until around supper-time.

of the time, I was able to put together a good list. I was able
to cover three adjacent areas. I saw a lot of Crossline Skippers
and Acadian Hairstreaks. Surprisingly I saw very few Northern
Broken-Dash and very few Cabbage Whites (others saw several)
and no Monarchs. At one location there was a spectacular display

When morning came, the hourly forecast for Cambridge and
Brantford was the pits. Solid cloud-cover and rain every hour
until late that night. Only for Brantford did it show part sun for
the 10-11am hour. [That much turned out to be correct!]. The
weather channel was showing potential thunderstorms for the
whole afternoon. I assumed that the day would be a repeat of all
the rain the previous night. Looking outside, the skies were very
dark and threatening and I felt a bit pressured to make a call about
cancelling the count as some participants had expressed doubts
about getting out if things looked grim. So I decided to cancel the
count. However, due to poor planning on my part I made this call
too late at 8:05, and simply notified everyone by email.
Baltimore - 7 July 2013 - Westover area. photo by Barb Charlton

of Swamp Milkweed with possibly over 100 plants. These were
growing in a wet-sedgy area which was laden with four species
of “sedge” skippers. If it had been sunnier, these skippers would
have been nectaring at the milkweed and it would have been a
visual treat. The Mulberry Wings were the rarest of the “sedge”
skippers but their presence was not surprising as the habitat
looked ideal and I had seen them last year about 500m to the
west. This was the area with all the Acadian Hairstreaks too, with
three individuals very close together resting in some wispy sedge
tops. There were also some nice clumps of Blue Flag Iris and a
large quantity of Marsh Skullcap. Incredibly scenic!
Coral Hairstreaks in copula - 7 July 2013 - Westover area. photo
by Barb Charlton

I decided I had better drive up to the meeting location in Kirkwall
to announce the cancellation to any who may have gathered there
(there were none). On the drive up, the cancellation call sure
seemed like a proper call as rain was threatening. Only on the
way home did the weather improve and I was chagrined to see
the sun come out and see butterflies flitting about the roadsides.
By 10am I was back home and the weather was not looking
bad. It was half and half sun/cloud – but no rain – and certainly
warm enough for butterflies. But surely this was only temporary.
However by 12:30 things were not getting worse at all. I started to
have a nagging suspicion that a few parties likely did not get my
cancellation message – no confirmation response – and were out
in the field counting butterflies. I decided to join them! My wife
Kathleen was about to drive up to Westfield Heritage Village and
I decided I would join her for the ride and get into my butterfly
territory which is the area surrounding Westfield.
I got into the field by 1:30 and although it was 85% cloudy most
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Eastern Tailed-Blue - 7 July 2013 - Westover
area. photo by Barb Charlton

When I got home I received a message from one group about their
surprise about the Count cancellation and their opinion that they
did pretty well considering the weather. I quickly put out another
e-mail asking “who got out?”. Fortunately the cancellation call
came too late for three parties which did not get the message and
got out regardless. Good that they did!
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So with my results and the results from three other groups I
decided I would publish the results. This is a lot less coverage
than we would usually have as normally there would be at least
six parties reporting (some years seven) but the species total was
ok at 42 species. We have done worse in some years.

Wood Nymph - 7 July 2013 - Westover area - photo by
Barb Charlton

There were no exciting finds on this year’s Count. No Pipevine
Swallowtails, Variegated Fritillaries or Common Buckeyes,
species that were all recorded last year. However, last year as most
of you know, was an extraordinary year for butterflies. This year
was more typical although species were certainly delayed because
of the cooler than average spring in 2013. This was shown by
the recording of early species such as Juvenal’s Duskywing and
Hobomok Skipper, species that are not commonly seem in July.
Additionally, a few species are often missed on the Count that
are in between broods. There were three species this year that
still had first brood individuals on the wing (Least Skipper, Giant
Swallowtail, Common Ringlet).
There were some notable misses this year. This was the worst
year for Monarchs in some time. We missed it on this Count
and several butterfly people in the province were lamenting the
absence of this species this year. Nonetheless by the middle of
July, Monarchs were been seen more frequently. Also missing
were the Lady species and Eastern Comma. The Lady species are
immigrants so their absence is easy enough to explain but the
lack of Eastern Comma is certainly an oddity – probably between
broods to a large degree and of course it was not an ideal day and
the party hours were half of what they normally are.

Mulberry Wing - 8th
Conc. Flamboro - 19 July
2012 - photo Ian Smith
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Hobomok Skipper Beverly Swamp Reserve - 20
June 2011 - photo Ian Smith

In summation I would like to thank all of the participants and I
would like to apologize for not having a better system in place for
cancelling the Count. Hopefully this won’t be repeated.
2013 Results
The Count area for the HBC is a 7.5 mile radius circle which is
centred at the intersection of Kirkwall Road and 8th Concession
at Kirkwall. This is the same circle that is used by the Hamilton
Odonata (dragonflies & damselflies) Count as well. This circle
has been divided into 8 areas.
Juvenal’s Duskywing
Least Skipper
European Skipper
Peck’s Skipper
Crossline Skipper
Tawny-edged Skipper
Long Dash
Northern Broken Dash
Delaware Skipper
Mulberry Wing
Hobomok Skipper
Broad-winged Skipper
Dion Skipper
Black Dash
Dun Skipper
Giant Swallowtail
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail
Cabbage White
Mustard White
Common Sulphur
Orange Sulphur
Coral Hairstreak
Acadian Hairstreak
Banded Hairstreak
Summer Azure
Eastern Tailed Blue
Great Spangled Fritillary
Orange/Northern Crescent
Pearl Crescent
Baltimore
Question Mark
Gray Comma
Mourning Cloak
Red Admiral
Red-spotted Purple
Viceroy
Northern Pearly Eye
(Northern) Eyed Brown
Appalachian (Eyed) Brown
Little Wood Satyr
Common (Inornate) Ringlet
Common Wood Nymph

1
1
163
17
17
2
3
13
8
4
4
2
2
3
14
2
7
103
2
26
4
4
8
2
2
59
13
30
9
15
1
4
3
3
3
6
12
83
13
90
2
233

Species: 42
Participants (8): Barb Charlton, Dave Don, Rob Dobos, Bill
Lamond, Kevin McLaughlin, Matt Mills, Mary Pomfret, Norm
Pomfret.
Parties: 4.
Party-Hours: 17.5

Delaware Skipper
- Crieff Bog - 6 July 2011 photo Ian Smith

Black Dash- Beverly
Swamp - July 2010 - photo
Diane Green.
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Director-at-Large Report
by Gord McNulty

C

onservation issues continue to percolate, for better or worse,
in our area. As always, the HNC engaged to the extent that
time permits. There is room for optimism on several fronts, as
exemplified by encouraging progress with the Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark System to protect, restore and connect almost
1,900 hectares (4,700 acres) of natural lands at the western end
of Lake Ontario. What an inspiring initiative among 10 local
government and non-profit organizations, including the HNC. I
attended the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding at
McMaster University on June 20, followed by the public launch
at the Royal Botanical Gardens on June 22. A host of speakers,
including HNC Sanctuary Director Warren Beacham, spoke eloquently about creating a lasting legacy for present and future
generations.

The Bruce Trail Conservancy’s 50th Anniversary Milestones
Project impressed as well. It took less than 90 days to raise $1.3
million needed to secure 118 hectares (292 acres) of irreplaceable
Niagara Escarpment lands. My wife Angie and I toured one of
the recent BTC acquisitions, the Songbird Nature Reserve in
Caledon, in May.
Unfortunately, some setbacks occurred. The Ontario Municipal
Board’s decision in July to approve the City of Hamilton’s
reclassification of hundreds of hectares of farmland around
the airport for development in the aerotropolis case was
disappointing. I presented the HNC’s concerns at the OMB hearing
in January. Several citizens and environmental groups made
excellent submissions outlining the drawbacks of aerotropolis.
We can only hope that city council will be more attentive to the
impact of the plan on farmland and the ecosystem, and the high

(continued from page 8) address the citywide problem of sanitary
cross-connections, the issue remains largely unaddressed, and
few of these connections have been corrected to date.
On the bright side, Chedoke Creek is one of the few urban
waterways in southern Ontario to still contain a fair number
of fish. Those within the channel are presumably swept in
during storm events. Fish have also been seen in a deep culvert
running underneath Highway 403 access ramps. In October and
November, Pumpkinseed and other native fish congregate in the
waters of the lowest Chedoke culvert. A commitment to restoring
the Creek could lead to the spread of beneficial plant and aquatic
communities along the rest of the channel as well.
Although there will never be a natural stream beside Highway
403, there could be an ecologically functional one. There are
opportunities for change in urban watershed management,
but lack of access to underground infrastructure means that
sewers and storm drains are easy to ignore. This is unfortunate,
as important decisions need to be made. One key issue is
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cost of extending services, as the plan proceeds.
Conservationists face an uphill battle when the majority of
councillors in Golden Horseshoe municipalities favour progrowth policies to boost tax assessment and jobs, promote
commercial development and build more roads to address
traffic issues. Representatives of conservation clubs at Ontario
Nature’s Carolinian East spring regional meeting at Fonthill in
April were concerned and frustrated that where conflicts arise
between economic and environmental policies, most municipal
politicians err on the side of additional growth.
Is there any hope that higher levels of government might begin to
assign more priority to the environment? Possibly. For example, I
was asked by Ontario Nature to attend workshops held in Bronte
this year by the Ontario transportation ministry’s Greenbelt
Transportation Advisory Group (GTAG). The GTAG invited
citizens and environmental groups, planners and municipal/
provincial staff to examine ways to plan highway and rail
infrastructure in more sustainable fashion. To its credit, the
GTAG strongly encouraged all environmental stakeholders to
speak up. I found this to be a refreshing change from what I have
seen at the municipal level.
Discussions were informative and productive. If anyone would
like to see workshop documents, illustrations and minutes, I can
send them. Contact me at gmcnulty21@gmail.com.
My five-year term is complete, but I will continue to liaise with
Ontario Nature on behalf of the HNC. I have enjoyed working
with fellow directors and I thank them for their support.

whether infrastructure ought to be repaired and restored to its
original state, or whether design changes are called for. Because
of their influence on plant and animal life, Michael feels that
infrastructural spaces should be of interest to the HNC. Of
particular concern is the ecological challenge that the lower
concrete channel of Chedoke Creek presents for Cootes Paradise.
Michael’s passion for sewers has driven him to an exhaustive
exploration of these spaces. In the process, he has acquired a
wealth of first-hand experience that extends well beyond the
classroom. For further information, refer to Michael’s website at
http://www.vanishingpoint.ca/chedoke-aberdeen-creek-sewer.
Next up was Darren Brouwer, who presented highlights of
research conducted by his students at Redeemer University
College. In the fall of 2012, Darren assigned his second-year
Analytical Chemistry class to monitor water quality within the
Chedoke Creek watershed. Pairs of students collected water
samples at five waterfalls along the Niagara Escarpment, all
within easy access to the Chedoke Rail Trail. The sites were at
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Scenic Falls, Princess Falls, Chedoke Falls, Mountview Falls and
Westcliffe/Cliffview Falls.
Samples were collected from each location at two-week intervals
during the months of September through November. The
materials were tested for coliform and E. coli bacteria, organic
matter, and high nutrient (phosphorus and nitrogen) levels,
all of which are indications of sewage contamination. The
working hypothesis was that contamination would progressively
worsen, the closer a site was to residential areas farther east. The
hypothesis held, but with one anomaly. As expected, bacterial
counts did increase heading eastward from Scenic Falls, the
westernmost site. However, levels were dramatically worse at
Mountview Falls—the most centrally located site—than at any
other location. Contaminant levels there were shockingly high,
especially compared to those at Scenic Falls.

Analytical Chemistry Class, Redeemer University College,
November 2012. photo by Darren Brouwer.

On most sampling dates, coliform levels at Mountview
significantly exceeded 2,400 colonies/100mL--the recreational
limit for total coliform. Measurement of E. coli colonies per
100mL revealed markedly higher values at Mountview Falls
than elsewhere. The sole exception was recorded on November
1, when values at Westcliffe/Cliffview Falls approached those at
Mountview. Levels were well in excess of Ontario’s recreational
limit of 100 colonies/100mL. and of the City Bylaw limit
of 2,400 colonies/100mL. On most sampling dates, nitrate
values at Mountview were considerably higher than elsewhere,
far surpassing allowable levels. According to limits set by
Environment Canada, long-term exposure to nitrate levels above
three ppm is toxic to aquatic organisms. On most of the testing
dates, the highest phosphate concentrations were at Mountview.
However, with the exception of Scenic Falls, extremely elevated
levels, in excess of 0.100 ppm, were recorded at every site. Such
high nutrient concentrations foster the growth of algal blooms,
seen at every site but Scenic Falls.
In addition to the value of the data that was collected, Darren was
gratified to note that participation in the project has motivated his
students to become engaged in water quality issues. He definitely
intends to assign them similar projects in the future.
RBG’s Jennifer Bowman followed up by discussing the impacts
of Chedoke Creek on the aquatic ecosystems of Cootes Paradise,
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and by outlining RBG’s response to the situation. Besides sewage,
creek runoff carries pharmaceuticals, nitrogen and phosphorus,
and E. coli bacteria. When E. coli levels in creeks that drain into
Cootes Paradise marsh were measured on a single day in August
2003, the highest values were recorded at Chedoke Creek. Despite
attempts to contain leachate from the Kay Drage Landfill in 2008,
photos taken in November 2012 revealed that it is still being
discharged into the creek’s lower reaches. Visible on the broken
pipes is orange staining that is characteristic of landfill leachate.
In 1997 and 2008 respectively, two CSO tanks for Chedoke
Creek—the Main King Tank and the Stroud Tank--became
operational. Despite these upgrades, in 2012 the Cootes Paradise
watershed was subject to four overflow events via Chedoke Creek,
one of which lasted 52 hours!
As part of RBG’s efforts to improve the quality of inflowing water
and restore natural water cycles, water quality in the marsh is
monitored at 14 sampling stations. Work is ongoing to replace
non-native plants with keystone species that contribute to a
healthy system, such as White Water Lily, Wild Rice and cattail.
Jennifer reports that RBG is less than half way to achieving its
goal of creating a marsh that is 90% full of plants. Many nutrients
continue to flow into the Marsh, to the detriment of plant and bird
communities. Cootes Paradise has been designated a national
Important Bird Area, as it is a significant migratory stopover
for numerous birds. Ecosystem recovery is therefore vital for
the large numbers of waterfowl that congregate at the mouth of
Chedoke Creek. Carp interfere with vegetative growth by creating
turbidity, which limits light available to emergent plants. Since
the Fishway was built in 1997, there has been an overall decrease
in carp numbers entering Cootes Paradise. Bass, trout and pike

Volunteer Cattail plantings at Princess Point in Cootes Paradise Marsh, Sept. 4, 2012, photo Jennifer Bowman.

populations appear to be expanding in the marsh, which is an
important fish nursery. However, the number of dead fish found
there this spring was higher than usual. Jennifer is hoping that
the MNR will investigate whether poor water quality was a factor.
Meeting attendees were indeed fortunate to hear from our three
presenters, each of whom contributed a distinct perspective.
Many thanks, Michael, Darren and Jennifer, for introducing us to
a hidden world that too often remains ‘out of sight, out of mind.’
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS – MARCH 2013
by Rob Dobos
Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2013 to March 31: 157. Underlined species or dates require documentation
by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. For
species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights are listed. Note that the species order
follows the most recent American Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements.
Observers: Jim Aikenhead (JAk), Jim Anderson (JA), Anne Anthony (AA), Gerten Basom (GBs), Brad Bloemendal (BB), Tim
Brophy (TB), Lindsay Burtenshaw (LBu), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Jeni Darling (JDe), Sandy Darling (SD),
Rob Dobos (RD), Andrew Don (AD), Dave R. Don (DD), Lauren Dukas (LDu), Alex Eberspaecher (AE), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE),
Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Sue Edwards (SE), Brett Fried (BF), Denys Gardiner (DG), Sharon Gardiner (SG), Kevin Giles (KGi),
Michael Hayes (MHa), George Holland (GH), Mark Jennings (MJ), Tony Johnson (TJo), Ursula Kolster (UK), Bill Lamond (BL),
Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Joyce Litster (JLi), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Laurie Mackenzie (LM), Len Manning
(LMa), Lou Marsh (LM), Simon McLatter (SML), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Matt Mills (MM), George Naylor (GN), Ken Newcombe
(KN), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), Terry Osborne (TO), Jesse Pakkala (JPk), Richard Poort (RPo), Rob Porter (RPr), Bll
Read (BR), Joanne Redwood (JRe), Caleb Scholtens (CSc), Peter Scholtens (PSc), George Sims (GSi), Dorothy Smith (DSm),
Paul Smith (PS), Carolyn Southward (CSo), Robert Stamp (RS), Mike Street (MS), Lisa Teskey (LTe), Tom Thomas (TT), Josh
Vandermeulen (JV), Mike Veltri (MV), Mike Waldhuber (MWa), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Gavin Wells (GWe), Angie Williams (AWi),
Ken Williams (KWi), Ross Wood (RWo), Brian Wylie (BW), Anthony Zammit (AZ), many observers (m.obs.).
Legend:
* -first occurrence for the year
F -first occurrence for the
migration
L -last occurrence for the
migration
HSA -Hamilton Study Area
SM –singing male
terr. –territorial bird

Greater White-fronted Goose#: One at
Bayfront Park, Hamilton [HM] Mar 21 *
(KGi; AWi).
Snow Goose#: One white morph at
Waters Edge Park, Bronte [HL] Mar 1
(SE); birds over Beamer C.A., Grimsby
[NG]: 1 –Mar 5, 2 –Mar 10, 6 –Mar 27
(NPH); four at West Dumfries Rd W
of West River Rd [BR] Mar 12-13 (BF;
m.obs.); two at Ortt Rd, Dunnville [HD]
Mar 13 (BC,JV); one blue morph + one
white morph at Britannia Rd & Eighth
Line [HL] Mar 15 (BB).
Ross’s Goose#: One at West Dumfries
Rd W of West River Rd Mar 12 * (BF);
one ad. white morph at Rock Chapel
Golf Course [HM] Mar 26 (TO; BC;
m.obs.).
Brant#: One at Ortt Rd, Dunnville Mar
13 * (BC,JV).
Cackling Goose#: Two at Bronte
Harbour [HL] Mar 1 (SE), and one there
Mar 3 (KWi,AWi); six over 1st Rd E &
Mud St [HM] Mar 17 (RD et al.); one at
Green Mt Rd Quarry Pond [HM] Mar 21
(LMa,LTe); one past Beamer C.A. Mar
26 (NPH).
Trumpeter Swan: Six at Grand River
at Glen Morris [BR] Mar 3-5 (GSi); two
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Plumages, etc.:
m. -male
f. -female
ad. -adult
ba. -basic
alt. -alternate
imm. -immature
juv. -juvenile
1st yr. –first year

at Hwy 5 W of Clappisons Corners [HM]
Mar 29 (RD).
Tundra Swan: Ten at 1st Rd E S of Mud
St [HM] Mar 7 F (CE,DD); 120 past
Woodland Cemetery [HM] (RD) and 40
past LaSalle Park [HL] (KN) Mar 10;
birds on Mar 11: 594 –past Bronte [HL]
(MJ), 120 –Mount Hope Airport [HM]
(SD), 80 –York Rd, Dundas [HM] (RD),
53 –Burloak Waterfront Park [HL] (DD),
40 –Queenston Traffic Circle, Hamilton
[HM] (LMa), 21 –Mountsberg C.A. [HM/
WL] (JAk), 800 –Sawmill & Shaver
Rds [BR] (GBs); birds on Mar 12: 300
–LaSalle Marina (JRe,JLi), 31 –L.P.
Sayers Park, Stoney Creek [HM] (KM),
23 –Westover Rd N of Conc 8 [HM] (PS),
75 –Puslinch Lake [WL] (SML); birds
on Mar 13: 75 –Lakeshore Rd & Fourth
Line, Oakville [HL] (AE), 100 –N Shore of
Cootes Paradise [HM] (UK), 250 –West
Dumfries Rd W of West River Rd (AZ);
birds on Mar 14: 1000 –Dundas Marsh
[HM] (PS), 44 –Shoreacres [HL] (DD), 60
–Valley Inn [HM] (LMa,LTe), 150 –Rock
Chapel [HM] (SD,JDa); 200 at Green
Mt Rd Quarry Pond Mar 15-16 (DL,GL;
m.obs.), and 59 there Mar 24 (RD et al.);
birds past Beamer C.A.: 30 –Mar 16,

County/Region/City:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

14 –Mar 24, 22 –Mar 25 (NPH); 27 at
Flamborough Downs [HM] Mar 16 (RD);
2000 at Dundas Marsh Mar 17 (RPr),
and 600 there Mar 24 (RD); 600 at Hwy
407 & Britannia Rd Stormwater Pond
[PL] (RD) and 200 at Britannia Rd &
Bell School Line [HL] (DD) Mar 18; 350
over Rock Chapel Mar 23 (SD,JDa); 27
over York Rd, Dundas Mar 27 (RD); 500
at Sheffield [HM] Mar 28 (BR); birds on
Mar 29: 103 –Hwy 8 & Valens Rd [HM],
61 –Fairchild Creek at Conc 5 [HM], 600
–Flamborough Downs (RD).
Wood Duck: Five at Grand River at
Wilkes Dam, Brantford [BR] Mar 23 (BL);
five at Rock Chapel Golf Course Mar 26
(RD); five at Suncor Pier, Bronte [HL]
Mar 31 (MJ).
Gadwall: 26 at Suncor Pier, Bronte Mar
31 (MJ).
Eurasian Wigeon#: One m. at
Powerline Rd W of 5th Rd E [HM] Mar 18
* (JLi et al.), then at Green Mt Rd Quarry
Pond Mar 23 (AD; m.obs.) and at 5th Rd
E N of Green Mt Rd [HM] Mar 24-25
(DSm; m.obs.).
American Wigeon: Two m. + one f. at
Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HM] Mar 10
(JRe); 11 off Woodland Cemetery Mar
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10 (RD); 30 at Dofasco Trail W of 10th
Rd E Mar 14 (RPo); 100 at Powerline
Rd W of 5th Rd E Mar 17 (RD et al.); 10
at Grand River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford
Mar 23 (BL); 186 at Green Mt Rd Quarry
Pond Mar 24 (RD et al.); 15 at Fairchild
Creek at Conc 5 and 12 at Middletown
Rd S of Conc 4 [HM] Mar 29 (RD); 24
at Suncor Pier, Bronte (MJ) and 14 at
Grand River near Brantford Dump [BR]
(BL) Mar 31.
Blue-winged Teal: Two at Valley Inn
[HL] Mar 28 * (AA,TB); one m. at 5th Rd
E N of Green Mt Rd Mar 31 (RD).
Northern Shoveler: 30 at Red Hill
Creek at Eastport Dr [HM] Mar 3 (RD).
Northern Pintail: 14 off Woodland
Cemetery Mar 10 (RD); 14 off
Shoreacres Mar 14 (DD); 20 at Lake
off Green Rd [HM] Mar 17 (GH); 150 at
Powerline Rd W of 5th Rd E Mar 17 (RD
et al.); 100 at 5th Rd E N of Green Mt
Rd Mar 19 (LMa,JRe,CSc); 22 at Grand
River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford Mar 23
(BL); 70 at Green Mt Rd Quarry Pond
Mar 24 (RD et al.); 25 at Dundas Marsh
Mar 24 (RD); 50 at Flamborough Downs
Mar 29 (RD); 15 over Mohawk Lake,
Brantford [BR] Mar 31 (BL).
Green-winged Teal: 12 at Red Hill
Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond [HM]
Mar 10 (LMa,LTe); birds on Mar 31: 14
–Grand River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford
(BL), 11 –5th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd
(RD), 27 –Suncor Pier, Bronte (MJ).
Canvasback: Two at West Dumfries
Rd W of West River Rd Mar 13 F (AZ);
13 at Bayfront Park, Hamilton Mar 14
(LMa,LTe); one m. at Green Mt Rd
Quarry Pond Mar 21 (LMa,LTe).
Redhead: 42 off Woodland Cemetery
Mar 10 (RD); 11 at Green Mt Rd Quarry
Pond Mar 31 (RD).
Ring-necked Duck: Seven off LaSalle
Marina Mar 2 (DD); five past L.P. Sayers
Park Mar 12 F (KM); nine at Fifty Point
C.A. [HM/NG] Mar 17 (RD et al.); 21 at
Grand River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford
Mar 23 (BL); 25 at Green Mt Rd Quarry
Pond Mar 24-31 (RD et al.); 24 off
Woodland Cemetery Mar 30 (RD,CE).
Lesser Scaup: Eight at Grand River at
Wilkes Dam, Brantford Mar 23 (BL).
King Eider#: One 1st yr. m. off 40 Mile
Creek, Grimsby [NG] Mar 15 L (KM).
White-winged Scoter: One m. at Grand
River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford Mar 2331 (BL).
Black Scoter: One 1st yr. m. off Nelles
Beach Park, Grimsby [NG] Mar 17 (RD
et al.).
Hooded Merganser: 7 at Grand River at

The Wood Duck - September, 2013

Wilkes Dam, Brantford Mar 23 (BL).
Common Merganser: 55 at Grand River
at Wilkes Dam, Brantford Mar 23 (BL).
Ruddy Duck: 220 off Spencer Smith
Park [HL] Mar 3 (DD).
Ring-necked Pheasant#: One at
Dofasco Trail W of 10th Rd E Mar 14
(RPo).
Wild Turkey: 30 at 6th Rd E S of Ridge
Rd [HM] Mar 3 (RD); 17 at Fifty Rd S of
Hwy 8 [HM] Mar 16 (SD); 30 at Hwy 8 E
of Sheffield [HM] Mar 24 (PSc,CSc); 15
at 1st Rd W N of Green Mt Rd [HM] Mar
24 (RD et al.); 20 at Grassie [NG] Mar 29
(MS).
Red-throated Loon#: Three off L.P.
Sayers Park Mar 12 * (KM); two past
Fifty Rd [HM] Mar 15 (KM); one off
Green Rd Mar 16 (GH).
Common Loon: One over Ramsgate Dr,
Stoney Creek [HM] Mar 15 * (DL,GL);
birds past Beamer C.A.: 1 –Mar 26, 1 –
Mar 27, 1 –Mar 28 (NPH).
Pied-billed Grebe: One at Desjardins
Canal, Dundas Mar 3 (RD); one at
Grand River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford
Mar 23-31 (BL).
Horned Grebe: One off Green Rd Mar
9 F (GH); one off L.P. Sayers Park Mar
12 (KM); five off Nelles Beach Park,
Grimsby Mar 17 (RD et al.).
Red-necked Grebe: One off LaSalle
Marina Mar 2 F (DD); one terr. pair at
Bronte Harbour Mar 10 (GE,SE).
Double-crested Cormorant: One past
L.P. Sayers Park Mar 12 F (KM); 30 at
NE Shore of Harbour [HM] Mar 27 (RD).
Great Blue Heron: 22 at heronry at Ortt
Rd, Dunnville Mar 13 (BC,JV).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Six juv.
at Red Hill Creek at Eastport Dr Mar 3
(RD).
Turkey Vulture: Birds at Beamer C.A.:
573 –Mar 26, 718 –Mar 29, 552 –Mar 30
(NPH).
Osprey: One at Beamer C.A. Mar 13
* (NPH) was record early for the HSA;
one at Grand River at Rare Property,
Cambridge [WT] Mar 24 (PSc,CSc).
Bald Eagle: A total of 32 counted at
Beamer C.A. Mar 1-31 including 10 on
Mar 27 (NPH); one juv. past Grays Rd
[HM] Mar 12 (KM); nesting pair at N
Shore of Cootes Paradise had hatched
two chicks by late Mar (LBu); one imm.
at Grand River at Brantford Dump Mar
31 (BL).
Northern Goshawk#: One at Beamer
C.A. Mar 25 F and one there Mar 30
(NPH).
Red-shouldered Hawk: Birds at
Beamer C.A.: 1 –Mar 4 F, 26 –Mar 29,

118 –Mar 30 (NPH); one at Dundas
Marsh Mar 5-6 (JA; TT).
Rough-legged Hawk: One at Beamer
C.A. Mar 5 F and five there Mar 30
(NPH).
Golden Eagle#: Birds at Beamer C.A.:
1 –Mar 18 F, 1 –Mar 29, 1juv. –Mar 30
(NPH).
American Coot: Three at Desjardins
Canal, Dundas Mar 3 (RD).
Sandhill Crane#: One over Sydenham
Rd, Dundas [HM] Mar 8 (CSo); one over
Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater
Pond (LTe,LMa) and one over Hillview
Dr, Grimsby [NG] (BM,LM) Mar 10; six at
West Dumfries Rd W of West River Rd
Mar 12 (BF); one past Beamer C.A. Mar
16 (NPH); one past Green Mt Rd Quarry
Pond Mar 24 (BCh).
Killdeer: Four at 1st Rd E S of Mud St
Mar 7 (LMa,JRe); five at Powerline Rd W
of 5th Rd E Mar 9 (RD,MM).
Wilson’s Snipe: Six at 5th Rd E N of
Green Mt Rd Mar 31 * (RD).
American Woodcock: One roadkill
at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail Mar 1 *
(RWo); two terr. at Confederation Park
[HM] Mar 10 (KWi,AWi); one in an urban
yard at Yates Cres, Oakville [HL] Mar 18
(fide DD); six terr. at N Shore of Cootes
Paradise Mar 31 (LMa,LTe).
Iceland Gull: One ad. off 40 Mile Creek,
Grimsby Mar 15 (KM); two ad. at Suncor
Pier, Bronte Mar 31 (MJ).
Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One 2nd
ba. at Suncor Pier, Bronte Mar 31 * (MJ).
Glaucous Gull: One 2nd ba. at Bronte
Harbour Mar 28 (MJ).
Caspian Tern: One off Forty Mile Creek,
Grimsby Mar 31 * (MWa).
Snowy Owl#: One f. at 1st Rd E &
Highland Rd [HM] Mar 7-12L (CE,DD;
m.obs.).
Barred Owl#: One at N Shore of Cootes
Paradise Mar 28 (GWe).
Belted Kingfisher: One at Beamer C.A.
Mar 24 F (NPH).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One m. at
Vinemount Swamp [HM] Mar 31 F (RD).
Merlin: One at Eighth Line & Derry Rd
[HL] Mar 1 (TJo); one at Bronte Harbour
Mar 3 (GE,SE); one at Queenston Rd
& Lake Ave, Stoney Creek [HM] Mar
15 (RW); one at Beamer C.A. Mar 18
(NPH); a terr. pair at Howe Ave, Hamilton
Mountain [HM] Mar 26-31 (RS); one at
Upper Middle Rd & Headon Forest Rd,
Burlington [HL] Mar 29 (DD).
Peregrine Falcon#: A terr. pair at
Burlington Lift Bridge [HL/HM] Mar
1-31 (RD; m.obs.); one at 10th Rd E &
Dofasco Trail Mar 16 (SD); two ad. at
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Casablanca Winery Inn, Grimsby [NG] Mar 17 (CE et al.); one
at Beamer C.A. Mar 24 and one there Mar 29 (NPH).
Northern Shrike#: One ad. at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail Mar
9-24 (RD,MM; m.obs.); one at 1st Rd W & Green Mt Rd and one
at Powerline Rd W of 5th Rd E Mar 17 (RD et al.).
Common Raven#: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 –Mar 1, 1 –Mar
14, 2 –Mar 21, 1 –Mar 26 (NPH); five at Nassagaweya 4th Line
& 15th Sideroad [HL] Mar 8 (LM); one at QEW & Winona Rd
[HM] Mar 12 (BM); a terr. pair at Vinemount Quarry, 10th Rd E &
Green Mt Rd [HM] Mar 15-31 (DL,GL; m.obs.) was found to be
nesting Mar 17 (BC et al.); one at Rockton [HM] Mar 28 (BR);
one at Conc 5 E of Brock Rd [HM] Mar 30 (GN).
Tree Swallow: Two at Grand River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford
Mar 14 * (BL); one at Windermere Basin Mar 30 (RD,CE,DD);
four at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby Mar 31 (MWa).
Golden-crowned Kinglet: One at Woodland Cemetery Mar 31
F (MV).
Eastern Bluebird: Eight at Patterson Rd, Dundas [HM] Mar 3
(RD).
Hermit Thrush: One at Shoreacres Mar 15-16 (DD) was
wintering.
Bohemian Waxwing#: 15 at Blue Lake [BR] Mar 5 (GSi); one
at Centennial Park, Dundas [HM] Mar 29 (JRe).
Snow Bunting: 300 at Saltfleet Airstrip [HM] Mar 9 (RD,MM).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: One at Spencer Creek Trail, Dundas
[HM] Mar 26 (LDu) was wintering.
Chipping Sparrow: One at Hatton Dr, Ancaster [HM] Mar 28 F
(MS).
Vesper Sparrow: One at a feeder at Winter Way, Brantford
[BR] Mar 1*-2 (DG,SG) was likely a wintering bird.

Summary of the Minutes of the Hamilton
Naturalists’ Club Board Meetings, April - June 2013.
By Joyce Litster

Items Discussed
Website Renewal
Clarence Bos has been hired to update our website and install Word
Press software. He will transfer some pages from the old website to
Word Press, but a volunteer will transfer the rest of the pages. Board
members who will be placing information on the site will learn how to
use Word Press.
Niagara to GTA Corridor
Director-at-Large, Gord McNulty has attended meetings concerning
the Niagara to GTA corridor and kept the Board up to date. He wrote
a letter to Glen Murray, Minister of Transportation, expressing the
Club’s support of the NGTA study team’s position on widening existing
highways (as opposed to building new ones). He also expressed our
disapproval of the Hamilton City Council’s attempt to revive the Midpeninsula highway at the March 27th City Hall meeting.
Enbridge Pipeline
April 11th was the deadline to apply to address the National Energy
Board hearings that will be held in August. Gord noted that the NEB
has not been welcoming to environmental organizations that want
to address the hearings. Both the Sierra Club and the Council of
Canadians were refused status, but all eight energy companies received
status. Some smaller groups also received status, including our Land
Trust Coodinator, Jen Baker. Jen will make a written submission.
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Fox Sparrow: One continued at Farleigh Place, Burlington [HL]
Mar 1-4 (MHa).
Harris’s Sparrow#: One ad. continued at Ellis Rd W of
Wellington Rd 32 [WL] Mar 1-29 (m.obs.; BF,JPk).
White-crowned Sparrow: Two at 10th Rd E S of Ridge Rd Mar
19 (LMa,JRe,CSc).
Red-winged Blackbird: Two at 1st Rd E S of Mud St Mar 9 F
(RD,MM).
Eastern Meadowlark: Three SM at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail
Mar 31 (RD).
Rusty Blackbird: Two at Frances Ave & Green Rd, Stoney
Creek [HM] Mar 9 F and 20 there Mar 17 (GH); one at Britannia
Rd & Bell School Line Mar 18 (DD); eight at 8th Rd E & Dofasco
Trail Mar 31 (RD).
Common Grackle: 10 at Henderson Survey, Brantford [BR]
Mar 9 * (BL).
White-winged Crossbill: One f. at St. George St, Brantford
[BR] Mar 3 (BL); two f. at Edinburgh Ave, Hamilton [HM] Mar 11
(AWi); one at Mount Nemo Scout Camp [HL] Mar 23 (BW).
Common Redpoll: 30 at Bogle’s Seeds, Safari Rd Mar 16
(RD); one at Confederation Park Mar 30 (RD,CE,DD).
Hoary Redpoll#: One m. hornemanni at Middletown Marsh
[HM] Mar 4-6 (BC); one at Nassagaweya 4th Line & 15th
Sideroad Mar 5 (LM); one at Rock Chapel Mar 20 (SD).
Pine Siskin: Five at Sunrise Cres, Dundas [HM] Mar 24 (RD).
Please send your bird records for April-May 2013 by Sep 10
to: Rob Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H 3S1; ph:
(905) 628-0297; e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca

Questions have been raised about the appropriateness of Enbridge
giving a $45,000 grant to the Hamilton Police Services Board. They also
give to other groups: is this normal or a conflict of interest?
Cootes to Escarpment Eco-Park
The Memorandum of Understanding was signed on June 20 and the
launch of the Eco-Park was held at the RBG on Saturday, June 22.
Volunteer Coordinator
Lee Jones has been hired as our Volunteer Coordinator, and she will
build a base of volunteers that our Volunteer Director, Doris Southwell,
will be able to call upon. There is a Trillium Grant to cover her salary
for up to two years. The Board looks forward to meeting her at our
next meeting.
Membership Database
The Club has been in need of a new, more up-to-date membership
database. Membership Director Maggie Sims, has been evaluating what
is available. She recommended that we purchase Charity Master for
$875 plus tax because it is the closest to meeting our needs. We will pay
for it with money from our Contingency Fund.
Trivia Night
Jim Heslop reported that the Club made $894 at our Trivia Night
fundraiser.
E-Bird
Barb Charlton asked that the Board make our Noteworthy Bird Records
available to e-Bird. A motion was passed to this effect.
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photo Gerten Basom

Luna Moth - Gerten Basom’s porch light, Ancaster 28 May 2013

photo Mike Veltri

Upland Sandpiper at Mud Street near S Grimsby Road 15
above the Escarpment on 22 April 2013.

Despite the fact that the Upland Sandpiper is declining in
Hamilton as well as acrosss most of Ontario, the above
location is still very reliable for this species. Hearing one
of these sandpipers give its eerie whistled call is one of the
joys of birding. We can only hope that this species fares
better in the next 20 years than it fared in the last 20 years.

The Luna Moth is a rare moth in the Hamilton area. It is certainly
one of the most stunning insects in North America. Many area
naturalists have never seen one locally. It is much more common
in “cottage country” or even much further north in Ontario. On
occasions, large numbers of this beautiful moth can be attracted
to powerful lights in the north country. Locally it has been reported only a few times in the last 20 years at locations such as Middletown Marsh, the Dundas Valley, the Six Nations Indian Reserve,
and of course, as the above photo proves, in rural Ancaster in the
Carluke area It likely occurs in small numbers across much of the
Hamilton Study Area. Perhaps some of you may one day come
upon a Luna Moth at your back porch light or perhaps see one on
an HNC moth outing.

photo Gregor Beck

Did you know you could help protect nature forever by
leaving a bequest with the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club?

HNC members have generously left bequests which have helped the Club further its work to protect nature
through conservation, education and research. Our Head-of-the-Lake Land Trust has made land acquisition
a priority. What better way to leave a legacy for your grandchildren than to help protect and preserve land?
If you are interested in creating a natural legacy and helping to protect nature in perpetuity, please contact Jen
Baker (905-524-3339 or land@hamiltonnature.org) for more information or for a copy of our free brochure.
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The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is a nonprofit organization with over 500 members dedicated to the
study, appreciation, and conservation of our wild plants, animals, and other organisms. Our goals are to
promote the enjoyment of nature, to foster public interest and education in the appreciation and study of
nature, and to encourage environmental protection and the conservation of natural resources.
For more information, or to join us, visit www.hamiltonnature.org. Joining us is easy: Simply click on

“Join the HNC”

at the top, right above the two turtles on the Home Page. (PayPal enabled) Alternately, send a message
with your name, address, and cheque (payable to Hamilton Naturalists’ Club; (check page 2 for rates) to:
The Membership Director, Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, P.O.Box 89052, Hamilton, ON, L9S 4R5

photo by Joanne Redwood

The Eared Grebe is a rare migrant in the Hamilton area. It is often confused with the much more common Horned Grebe, although
this comparison with two Horned Grebes nicely shows the differences between the two species.
28 April, 2013. Hamilton Harbour at LaSalle Park. Photo by Joanne Redwood.
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