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Fringed Gentian (Gentiana crinita) at restored quarry ponds at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve
(Crieff
Bog) along
© Barry
Armstrong
Concession 7, Puslinch. Several of these beautiful plants gave hike participants something to look at on the “Late Summer
Butterfly & Dragonfly Walk” on 15 September 2013 – not a good day for flying insects. See hike report on page 64.
photo by Diane Green.
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© Doug Welch
The Spicebush Swallowtail is a lovely butterfly that is quite rare in the Hamilton Study Area. However, it is becoming more
common. Formerly it used to be seen only very occasionally in the Dundas Valley. In recent times it has been seen in several other areas
in the western half of the study area. The larva feed on Spicebush and Sassafras so its distribution in Hamilton will always be limited.
This individual was photographed at the Urquhart Butterfly Garden on 13 Aug 2013 by Doug Welch.
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Sanctuary Director’s Report
By Warren Beacham

W

e have had a number of new opportunities in 2012-13.
We looked at a couple of properties and also explored the
possibility of an easement with a farm/conservation property
in the Flamborough area. While working on the easement, we
started a relationship with the A Rocha organization that could
lead to future partnerships. We are currently looking into an
opportunity close to the Thomas & Mary Young Nature Sanctuary
in the Beverly Swamp, and hope to pursue this further in the fall.
Unfortunately our biggest opportunity, a possible property in
the Saltfleet marsh area, partnering with Ontario Heritage Trust
(OHT), is close to expiring. After much discussion and back and
forth with the appraiser, we finally settled on what we believe is
fair market value and made a reasonable offer to the landowner.
Unfortunately, he has a different vision for the property and
believes that it has development potential. He has undertaken
a year long study and will probably not consider another offer
until after the study has been completed. We have not given up
on this property, as it has many appealing features, but it may be
a bit more of challenge for us without OHT as a partner. I would
like to thank the birding community for bringing this property
to our attention; it was a great lead.
In June, the Cootes to Escarpment EcoPark System (C2E) had
a big launch and I was privileged to represent the Club and
say a few words about our long history and efforts to protect
Cootes Paradise. We have skin in the game, with our purchase
of the Cartwright Nature Sanctuary with Conservation Halton
(CH) back in 2004. C2E has created a huge interest in acquiring
properties in this area. This has the potential to create an
incredible network of natural areas in our backyard. We are close
to achieving a significant land link between the Escarpment and
Cootes Paradise. Despite my apprehension about C2E, I am
inspired by the actions that have already taken place and the

Sanctuary Director Warren Beacham at HNC Board meeting at
Dundurn Park -13 June 2013 - photo Jim Heslop

continuing efforts being undertaken. While the other partners
and politicians took time to thank each other and their staff for
their efforts, I missed an opportunity to give credit and thanks to
our staff person, Jen Baker, who did incredible work behind the
scenes to help make C2E happen. Along the way she developed
great working relationships with the staff of the partner
organizations and really grew into the role of representing the
HNC as a significant environmental organization in the broader
community. And this was only one of the many things she was
involved with in the past year. She continues to do incredible
work for the Club in a number of areas, land securement,
education, property stewardship, research, and outreach. Most
of the accomplishments of the Sanctuary Land Trust Committee
in the last few years would not have happened without Jen being
here to help us. We are very fortunate to have her.
I would also like to thank all of the people who have volunteered
on the committee. We have a great group that continues to help
with all the things necessary to keep our nature sanctuaries
maintained. As well, the group continues to be enthusiastic
about exploring new opportunities that might help protect that
next little bit of nature, forever.

At the December Monthly Meeting
9 December (Monday) 7:30 p.m.
Speaker: John Gauvreau
Topic: A Tour of the Universe
In this richly illustrated tour of the universe, we travel from the safety of our home planet out through the Solar System,
visiting the current rovers on Mars and the rings of Saturn, before heading out into deep space. The latest images from Hubble
and other space probes show us giant clouds of gas where new stars are being formed and great cities of stars. We leave the
Milky Way galaxy to travel to the farthest reaches of the universe and come face to face with the incredible vastness of our
cosmos before finally returning to Earth from a rather unique perspective.
John Gauvreau was the astronomy instructor at Mohawk College for 20 years and has spoken at a wide variety of venues,
including schools, conservation areas, churches, the McMaster University planetarium and the Ontario Science Centre. He
created and operates Galileo’s Classroom (an in-school interactive program aimed at the grade 6 space science unit), has
sat on the national council of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada, and currently volunteers for the Hamilton Amateur
Astronomers.
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The Line 9 Controversy
by Don McLean

B

y the time you read this, the National Energy Board (NEB) will
have concluded its hearings into the controversial plan to ship
diluted bitumen in an aging oil pipeline through many significant
ecological features in Hamilton and other southern Ontario
communities that are located along Enbridge’s Line 9 between
Sarnia and Montreal. The company also wants to increase volumes
to 300,000 barrels per day (552 litres per second) and reverse the
flow direction in the 38-year-old pipeline.Unfortunately, as a
result of changes to federal environmental legislation in the last
18 months, many of the most serious implications of the Line 9
proposal will not be examined by the NEB or any other regulator.
Nearly a year ago, the HNC alerted Hamilton City Council of
the Club’s concerns, noting that the pipeline goes through “a
provincially significant wetland forming the headwaters of
Spencer Creek which empties into Cootes Paradise Marsh and
Hamilton Harbour.” The Club’s letter to Council said “one of our
main concerns is the risk of an oil spill that could potentially
have devastating effects on watercourses, wetlands, farmland, the
community, wildlife and natural habitat.”
Many of those concerns have been echoed by municipal
governments and conservation authorities in Hamilton and
Burlington in their letters of comment submitted to the NEB in
early August, although the main focus was on the potential to
contaminate drinking water and impose costs on local taxpayers.
And also similar to the HNC concerns, municipal authorities
pointed to the catastrophic spill of bitumen from a similaraged Enbridge pipeline in Michigan in July 2010 which released
more than a million gallons and polluted over 60 km of the
Kalamazoo River. The still uncompleted cleanup has already cost
more than one billion dollars, with over 100 residents sickened
and 160 permanently relocated from their affected homes.
Unlike conventional oil, the bitumen sank and contaminated the
sediments, while the diluents such as benzene (added to allow the
viscous bitumen to flow through a pipeline), evaporated causing
the illnesses.
The letter of comment submitted to the NEB by the City of
Hamilton stated in part:
“A recently-completed event-based modeling scenario
in western Lake Ontario suggested that a release into the
Sixteen Mile Creek of benzene could reach the municipal
water intakes of Halton Region, the Woodward intake in
Hamilton, and the Lorne Park intake in Mississauga at
significant threat levels.”
The city’s letter notes the company “is not prepared to provide
municipal emergency responders with the level of information
that would enable these first responders to properly plan and
prepare for the most effective coordinated response in the event
The Wood Duck - November, 2013

of a pipeline-related emergency.” The city letter also reflected some
the HNC concerns. It recommended the installation of shutoff valves “where the pipeline crosses watersheds in the [city],
including the Sheffield-Rockton Complex and other provinciallysignificant wetlands and environmentally-sensitive areas.”
These issues have fuelled public protests against the Line 9 project,
including a six-day occupation of a pumping station at Enbridge’s
transfer and storage hub in Westover. However, the young people
who engaged in that act of civil disobedience, many of whom are
now in court facing charges, identify additional reasons for their
actions – issues that will not be examined in the NEB hearings or
in any other federal process associated with the pipeline.
Their objections include that the pipeline “will be used to
transport tar sands oil [and that] extraction of this oil is very
energy intensive, making it the most polluting oil in the world.”
They also point out that the pipeline “crosses or passes near the
territories of eight indigenous nations” and they are calling on
both governments and corporations “to honour their treaty
obligations”.
The NEB ruled last April that it will not consider evidence on the
impact of the export of Line 9 shipments, or on their potential
role in helping to expand the tar sands extraction, or on issues
respecting the global climatic impacts of either. In the recent
past, these issues would have been examined in an environmental
assessment of the Line 9 proposals, but that is no longer the case.
In the omnibus spring budget bill of 2012, the federal government
completely re-wrote the Canadian Environmental Assessment
Act, (CEAA) and changed 60 other pieces of legislation. Prior
to that, Canada would see 5000-6000 federal environmental
assessments each year. But in the first 12 months of the
replacement legislation, only 40 projects were even considered
for an assessment and only 28 actually began to be evaluated.
The new federal environmental assessment rules also drastically
reduce the scope of such evaluations. Consideration of
environmental effects under CEAA 2012 is limited to effects on
fish and fish habitat, aquatic species at risk, migratory birds, federal
lands and aboriginal peoples. The earlier legislation required
consideration of effects to all aspects of the environment: land,
water, air, organic and inorganic matter; all living organisms; and
interacting natural systems.
The omnibus legislation also imposed dramatic cuts to other
environmental protection legislation such as the Fisheries Act
and the Navigable Waters Protection Act. CBC reported earlier
this year that the changes are in line with recommendations made
to the Conservative government by the Canadian Association of
Petroleum Producers.
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Member Profile - Jennifer Lobo
by Vincent Leahy

J

ennifer Lobo was born in Mumbai (Bombay), India on 7 July
1949 to parents John and Gladys. She was raised with her
three sisters in Mumbai, Nagpur, Chennai and Delhi as her dad
relocated as Manager between branches of the Reserve Bank of
India, India’s version of the Bank of Canada. She immigrated to
Canada in 1969.
Her first language and language of instruction was English, but
she also contended with the obligatory second languages of
Hindi, Marathi and Sanskrit at her elementary and high schools.
She graduated from St. Margaret’s Teachers Training College,
Mumbai, in 1967. Then as a Continuing Education student, she
graduated from Loyola (Concordia) University, Montreal in 1974
with a BA, followed by diplomas in Media Studies and Reading
Specialist from McGill University, and Teaching English as a
Second Language Specialist from Brock University in 1995.
Jennifer’s first teaching job was with Alexandra Private Girls
School, Mumbai, after which she taught kindergarten for 23
years in several schools of (the English sector of) the Montreal
B i r d
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HNC member Jennifer Lobo on top of Owl’s Head, Lake Placid,
Adirondack Park, New York - 6 October 2013 - photo Vincent Leahy

Catholic School Commission. She relocated to Burlington in
1992, when she introduced and taught a natural history program
for Kindergarten classes in Our Lady of Peace School, Oakville,
and finished her 41 year elementary teaching career at St. John’s
School in downtown Burlington. (continued on page 56)

M e e t i n g

S u m m a r y

–

S e p

1 6

2 0 1 3

Birding in South Africa with Rob Maciver
By Michael Rowlands

T

he Bird Study Group started its 27th year of meetings on
Monday, September 16th at the Burlington Seniors’ Centre
with a good crowd of about 90 persons. Our featured speaker
was Rob Maciver, an HNC and BSG member who is also the
current President of the Ontario Field Ornithologists (OFO),
the volunteer birders group that administers Ontario’s official
provincial bird list. Rob’s presentation was about the birds of
South Africa that he saw on a vacation trip there with his wife
Hannah from January 18 to February 10, 2013.

Rob first explained that their trip was mostly a self-guided one,
with only a few hired guides, as he was not an expert birder and
was there to see other animals and plants as well. When looking
up bird species names, his reference of choice was The Clements
Checklist of the Birds of the World, 6th Ed. (2007), which lists
10,324 species. He had studied several field guides before his trip
and said he preferred the Princeton University Press version of
Birds of Southern Africa. There are about 843 species of birds
that have been recorded in South Africa: 19 of them are endemic
species (i.e., unique to South Africa). The continent of Africa has
11 endemic families of birds. Rob was able to see birds from 10 of
those families while in South Africa!
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To start their trip, the Macivers flew from Toronto to London
(about 8 hours) and then to Johannesburg (about 11 hours) where
they picked up a rental car and drove about 6 hours to Kruger
National Park, the largest national park in South Africa. They had
arrived just after a major flood and had to take an alternate route
to their first night’s restcamp near the Crocodile River.
The next morning they used a well-known birding guide, Leon
Marais of Lawson’s Safaris, to help them get the most out of their
first full day at the park. So began the first of many incredible
pictures of the beautiful birds of southern Africa that Rob took
– the colourful Little Bee-eater, the Arrow-marked Babbler,
Golden-breasted Bunting, White-browed Coucal, and the
ubiquitous Blacksmith Plover. In a wetland area, the adult female
Saddle-billed Stork was a stunning creature!
En route to their next overnight stop, the Little Sabie Restcamp,
they saw a completely different set of birds including the Redfaced Mousebird that likes to sun its belly after eating to
enhance digestion. The Woodland Kingfisher, unlike our Belted
Kingfisher, is a terrestrial feeder. Along the Sabie River they also
saw crocodiles and hippos.
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Their third night was spent at the Skukuza Restcamp, where
Vervet Monkeys successfully stole their food from the supposedly
secure communal fridge while they were out birding. Here
they saw African Green Pigeons, the noisy Hadeda Ibis, pretty
Common Waxbills (that are sold as cage birds in North America),
Blue Waxbill, Lilac-breasted Roller, and Red-backed Shrike.
Their final night in Kruger Park was at the Berg-en-Dal Restcamp,
around which they saw more spectacular birds: Goliath Heron
(twice the weight of our Great Blue Heron), Hammerkop
(“hammer head”), Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill, Pearlspotted Owlet and – their only nightjar on the trip – a Fierynecked Nightjar.
Since Kruger Park is known world-wide for its big game animals,
Rob also showed us his photos of some of the mammals they saw
including the Impala, Waterbuck, Greater Kudu, Klipspringer,
Springbok, Giraffe, Common Zebra, African Buffalo, African
Elephant, White Rhinoceros, Common Warthog, Chacma
Baboon, and Vervet Monkey.
Their next destination was Wakkerstroom, southwest of Kruger
Park, a Highveld grassland area at 6,000 feet of elevation! There
they used a guide named Lucky from the Bird Life South Africa
Centre to see local birds, such as Gray-crowned Crane, Orangethroated Longclaw, and Ground Woodpecker, among others.
Next they visited an indigenous forest area near Creighton,
outside Ixopo, where it was too dark for good photos, Rob said,
and the forest was not well managed he thought, seeing evidence
of slashing and burning activity! In the nearby grasslands
interspersed with wetlands, there were plenty of raptors to see:
Jackal Buzzard, Long-crested Eagle, African Pipit, Black-winged
Lapwing, Bald Ibis, and Amur Falcons that roost communally.
From there they took a guided side-tour into Lesotho, a separate
landlocked country surrounded by South Africa, with a guide in
a trusty 4x4 who took them up the treacherous roads of the Sani
Pass into the 10,000-feet high Drakensberg range of mountains
and its high meadowlands. Here they added Drakensberg
Rockjumper, Sicklewing Chat, Large-billed Lark, Brimstone
Canary, and Lammergeier to their growing trip list of birds seen.
East London, on South Africa’s south east coast, was their next
destination and it was a 12 hour drive to get there because of
numerous construction delays along the road and a bus wreck
causing a bottleneck at one point. There the Garden Route National
Park marked the beginning of a better highway, and a modernlooking cabin with views of the rocky coast awaited them. Here
they saw Kelp Gulls, the striking-looking African Oystercatchers
with their bright orange eye rings and bills, Red-winged Starling,
and Cape Wagtail. Proceeding into the wilderness part of the park
as they drove west, they spotted Helmeted Guineafowl, from bird
hides numerous waterfowl, African Darter, Spotted Thick-knee,
and the Narina Trogon – the only trogon in Africa.
In Swellendam they visited Bontebok National Park where they
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saw the beautiful Blue Crane, the national bird of South Africa,
an endemic species that – with a population of only about 20,000
individuals – is now considered vulnerable.
Arriving in the Cape Town area, they were confronted with
massive diversity in plants. Of roughly 9,000 plant species there,
6,200 are endemic, and many are spectacular as Rob’s colourful
close-ups showed us. At Betty’s Bay, they encountered Jackass
Penguins, Cape Cormorants, Great Crested Terns, Hartlaub’s
Gull, and Gray-hooded Gull. From Simon’s Town they had hoped
to take a pelagic birding trip but high winds prevented them from
going, so they spent time instead at the Kirstenbosch National
Botanical Garden, where they saw brightly coloured Orangebreasted Sunbird and many other birds and butterflies, and at the
southerly Cape Point, at the western entrance to False Bay and
east of the Cape of Good Hope. There they saw Cape Gannet,
Cape Francolin, Cape Bulbul, Cape Sugarbird and Ostriches.
Taking a guided tour from the Avian Leisure Sweat Lodge in
Cape Town, they were fortunate to see Rockhopper Penguins,
who only stayed in the area for a day. At the Standfontein sewage
lagoons, Rob photographed Black-headed Heron, Yellow-billed
Duck, Hottentot Teal, Cape Teal, Cape Shoveler, Pied Avocet,
Wood Sandpiper, Ruff, Greater Flamingo, Sacred Ibis, and
Tinkling Cisticola (a European starling). At Table Mountain
National Park, they saw White-fronted and Kittlitz’s Plovers (an
adult with a very cute, long-legged juvenile!). In town, a Black
Bustard was seen on the lawn of a condo.
After a few more days of sightseeing around Cape Town and the
wine regions of Stellanbosch and Paarl, Rob and Hannah flew
back to their African starting point and had a last chance to see
more birds at the Suikerbosrand Provincial Nature Reserve near
Johannesburg, a rocky Highveld grassland. Here they saw Red
Bishop, Long-tailed and Red-collared Widowbirds, Pin-tailed
Whydah (another long-tail), Mountain Wheatear, Rufous-naped
Lark, and Southern Anteater-Chat. It was quite a trip – through
various biozones that each held its own unique species.
In
summarizing
their trip, Rob said
there were many
habitats that they
missed, and that
could have added
more birds to
their list: Tankwa
Karoo
National
Park (northeast of
Cape Town) and
Limpopo province
(in the northeast Rob & Hannah Maciver on Table Mountain, Cape
Town, South Africa - 8 February 2013
of South Africa),
for example. Using more professional guides might have added
another 100 species, he guessed, but for an economical, mostly
self-guided tour, he was satisfied with their total of 348 bird
species (and 41 mammals). In answer (continued on page 65)
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(continued from page 54) In 1978 Jennifer joined the Living next-door to the RBG Centre in Aldershot, allows

Montreal Field Naturalists where she was mentored in birding,
wildflower and tree identification, on the club’s frequent outings
and canoe trips to locations in Quebec, eastern Ontario, the
Adirondack Park, NY and Vermont. (She remains a member
of the MFN and occasionally participates in their outings.) She
learned much about the natural history of the lower St. Lawrence
Valley on birding outings with the PQSPB, on whale-watching
cruises with the Montreal Zoological Society, and on hiking /
cross-country skiing outings with the Montreal Section of the
Alpine Club of Canada.

Jennifer easy opportunity to attend HNC meetings and outings,
and to enjoy the abundant nature (within walking distance), in
the RBG’s Hendrie Valley and Cootes Paradise.

In 1992 after moving from Montreal’s West-Island suburb of
Senneville, Jennifer sought out and joined the HNC and the
Bruce Trail Association. For the next five years, with friends,
she spent most spring and fall week-ends hiking the (then) 840
kilometer Bruce Trail, until she earned BTA’s coveted ‘End-toEnd’ badge! Achieving that milestone then allowed Jennifer
time to hike further afield, such as on the West Highland Way,
Scotland, and to rekindle her naturalist interests and join in
HNC outings.

When not a field naturalist Jennifer’s ‘passions’ include
perennial gardening, tending her multiple bird-feeders, cooking,
decorating and her retired teachers’ book club. Two years ago,
Jennifer’s preference for life-long learning prompted her to
join the thriving Hamilton Astronomy Club and the Toronto
Entomologists Association. The former has opened up a ‘whole
new universe’ of club meetings, observing nights and star parties,
while the latter’s summer dragonfly and butterfly etc. counts keep
her enthused and busy at a time when the birds are quiet!

Birding has taken Jennifer multiple times, to Point Pelee in
spring and Cap Tourmente, QC for Snow Geese migration in the
fall, and it (always) influences vacation timing in recent years,
to India - Mumbai, Goa, and Sikkim (with guides), to Ireland,
to Gulf Shores, Alabama for spring migration, and this spring in
Tokyo port !

Snow Buntings
By June Hitchcox

B

y October, many of our summer birds have migrated.
Taking their place, are the species that nest in the far north
such as waterbirds (ducks etc.) that will move on as the lakes
freeze. Some northern land birds will not move on, such as
the AmericanTree Sparrow, hoping to find food that may be
very scarce farther north. Other birds just don’t migrate –
chickadees, nuthatches, woodpeckers – although they move
around a bit and rarely migrate. With fewer species around, it
is a little easier to identify the ones that stay. Snow Buntings
breed in the tundra – farther north than any other passerine
in the world! They all leave the tundra and migrate our way,
arriving in mid-October and leaving the first part of April.
Snow Buntings are robust ground finches, sparrow-sized, and in

Snow Bunting in fall/early winter-type plumage - 30
January 2011 - Fallsview Road, Dundas - photo Janet
Forjan-Freedman.
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Snow Bunting starting to “wear” into breeding plumage as
brown feather edges wear off - 2 April 2011 - Fallsview Road,
Dundas - photo Janet Forjan-Freedman.

winter have an orange bill and a brownish wash on the feathers
of the crown and upper parts. This brown wears off by Spring
and they become a beautiful black and white. When flying
overhead, they look almost entirely white. They fly in tight
flocks of 100 or so – often massive flocks – sometimes with
Horned Larks and Lapland Longspurs, drifting over fields like
snowflakes. When foraging, these flocks are often very flighty,
and it seems that the larger the flock, the more nervous they
are. An open-country bird, they can be seen along road-sides,
beaches, newly-manured fields, searching for grit and for weed
seeds that project above the snow. They are attracted, in very
severe weather, to generous amounts of hay chaff and oat
groats, spread on hard-packed snow. On very cold nights,
Snow Buntings dive right under the snow and sleep there, safe
and warm. A lovely bird – hope that you are lucky and see
some!
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2013 Hamilton Odonata Count
By Brenda Van Ryswyk

T

he tenth annual Hamilton Odonata Count was held on July
6th 2013. This year we had good weather for the Count. We
had a more normal start to the season this year – temperaturewise – which lead to normal emergence dates for dragonfly and
damselfly adults. The increased rainfall at the start of the summer
was good for larval survival but it may not have been so good for
adult survival.

All the broad winged damsels made an appearance on Count
day but with slightly lower than average numbers. American
Rubyspot (Hetaerina americana) had the lowest total with only a
single individual recorded.
The spreadwings had a great showing this year with all known
species for the Count being recorded except for Spotted
Spreadwing (Lestes congener), which has been recorded
sporadically over the Count years. In only one other year (2006)
were we this close to having all the spreadwings recorded on
Count day. Elegant Spreadwing (Lestes inaequalis) had a record
high this year with 18 seen (its previous record was seven).
We had record high numbers for Familiar Bluet (Enallagma
civile), with a whopping 626 seen, dwarfing the previous record
of 188, Tule Bluet (Enallagma carunculatum) had 34 recorded,

Ebony Jewelwing (Calopteryx maculata) - 6 July
2013 - Count Section 2 - photo Doug Welch

We had 14 participants this year and had most areas covered.
Although not everyone felt “expert” enough to lead a section,
they willingly tried their best and I feel we had good coverage.
Everyone did well! We reached a daytime high of 28oC with
appreciable humidity making it feel like 35oC, so it was good for
odes but a little hot for us humans. We had light winds and lots of
sun throughout the day. We also had a respectable 54 species for
the day, right on average, but no new species were added this year.
However, we cannot do much better than our cumulative count
of 90 species seen in the Count area on Count days past!
Halloween Pennant (Celithemis eponina) Count Section 1
6 July 2013 Photo Brenda Van Ryswyk

Slender Bluet (Enallagama traviatum) - 6 July 2013
Count Section 2 - photo Doug Welch.

Overall, we had a good Count with some species groups showing
very strong representation while others had surprisingly little
representation. The skimmers and pond damsel families had a
very strong showing this year with a good variety seen and only a
few somewhat surprising pond damsel misses. Unfortunately, we
had no spiketails this year and only one species of clubtail.
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and Slender Bluet (Enallagma traviatum), 12 recorded, and there
were higher than average numbers seen for Eastern Forktail
(Ischnura verticalis). Eastern Red Damsel (Amphiagrion saucium)
total numbers recorded were average despite two stations now
being visited (whereas pre-2011 there was only one station).
Somewhat surprising misses were Blue-tipped Dancer (Argia
tibialis) and Northern Bluet (Enallagma annexum). Northern
Bluet may have been missed simply due to it being difficult to
identify. We were short on hand lenses and those confident in
identifying these hard to clarify bluets – the Northern Bluet,
Boreal Bluet and related species – can still be challenged in trying
to separate these species.
Somewhat surprisingly there was only one darner species
recorded this year: the Common Green Darner (Anax junius),
which was recorded in average numbers for various areas across
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the Count circle. The only other year that this has happened was
in 2008.

Widow Skimmer (Libellula luctuosa) - Count Section 2
6 July 2013 - photo John Kezys

Disappointingly, only one clubtail species was recorded on the
Count, that being Unicorn Clubtail (Arigomphus villosipes), seen
at two stations. At least one other clubtail species – one of the
Ashy/Dusky/Lancet types – was seen but it flew off before it
could be identified. This is only the second year in the history
of the Count where we have had only one species of clubtail
recorded, the other being 2007. That year was a very poor year
overall on the Count. However, the clubtails are always in low
numbers and usually we are lucky to catch one individual of any
species so they are bound to elude us at times.
There were also no spiketails found for the second year in a
row. While not entirely surprising due to the secretive nature of
this group, this is somewhat disappointing as we often manage
to record at least one Delta-spotted Spiketail (Cordulegaster
diastatops) in its usual section. Hopefully this was just bad luck
and does not become a trend as there is still suitable habitat.

Calico Pennant (Celithemis elisa) - 6 July 2013 - Count
Section 2 - photo John Kezys
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The emeralds had an average showing with three of the most
regularly seen species recorded; the Common Baskettail
(Epitheca cynosura), Prince Baskettail (Epitheca princeps), and
the Racket-tailed Emerald (Dorocordulia libera). Brush-tipped
Emerald (Somatochlora walshii) has been seen the last three
years on the Count but was not observed in 2013. This species
is rare in the Count area but hopefully we can catch it again in
future years.
We had the highest ever recorded numbers for Halloween
Pennant (Celithemis eponina) this year with 35 seen (dwarfing
the previous record of seven). 2013 appears to have been a very
good year for this species as I have been seeing them in higher
numbers and more regularly than previous years in the Hamilton
Study Area. Eastern Pondhawk (Erthemis simplicicollis) had
its second highest Count number with 83 seen (the highest
number was over 100 in 2006). Widow Skimmer (Libellula
luctuosa) broke the previous high record with 236 seen, the
past record high being 188 in 2006. Black Saddlebags (Tramea
lacerata) also broke the previous record of 30 seen last year, with
48 being recorded. We had six Carolina Saddlebags (Tramea
carolina) recorded this year, a very good number and it is the
same as the number observed in 2005. While most skimmers
had average or slightly higher than average numbers, a few had
much lower numbers this year. Four-spotted Skimmer (Libellula
quadrimaculata) had a record low with only one individual seen
which is a shocking difference compared to last year’s second
highest record of 65.
Overall it was a good Count with a fine showing from most
groups and I’m actually surprised that we had such an average
species total of 54! It seemed like it would have been much
higher than that. But with some unfortunate misses and just a
little bit of bad luck we did not break our record this year. This
was a very respectable Count with a good turn-out and bright
weather. Thanks to everyone who participated! You made the
day great and I hope to see you out again! Participants for 2013
were: Paul Bartlett, Jerry Bloom, Jerry Chapple, Shelby Jones,
John Kezys, Bonnie Kurder , Bill Lamond, Kevin McLaughlin,
Peter Scholtens, Paul D. Smith, Doug Welch, Brian Wylie, Gary
Yankech, and Brenda Van Ryswyk.
The Count has taken place on the first weekend in July for over
five years now and for ease of scheduling, Bill Lamond and I
decided the first weekend in July is the “Count weekend” (you
can mark your calendars in perpetuity if you want!). Therefore
the 2014 Hamilton Odonata Count will be held on Saturday July
5, 2014. We will meet at 9 a.m. at the Kirkwall church parking
lot as usual. Hopefully we will see you all on July 5th. I will also
again have an odonata learning day before the Count on June
28, 2014 from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. at Shades Mill Conservation
Area (a new location for the event!) for anyone who wants to
learn how to identify odonates or just wants a refresher course.
The event is free but there is a fee for the park if you do not have
a pass for the Grand River Conservation Authority. Contact:
brendavanryswyk@gmail.com (continued on page 63)
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Turtles of Ontario – Research and Conservation
By Louise Unitt

O

ur main presenter at the September 9 HNC meeting was
Scott Gillingwater, species-at-risk biologist with the Upper
Thames River Conservation Authority (UTRCA). His research
within the Thames River watershed is focused primarily on atrisk reptiles and their habitat. In an ongoing partnership with the
Canadian Wildlife Service and Ministry of Natural Resources,
he also conducts reptile and amphibian surveys and ecological
studies throughout southwestern Ontario. Scott has over 20 years
of experience researching turtle and snake conservation biology.
He has initiated and conducted studies on some of Canada’s least
researched reptile species, including Eastern Spiny Softshell,
Blanding’s and Spotted Turtles, Queensnake, and a number of
other at-risk reptiles.

to predators. Fortunately, a snorkel-like snout allows the turtle
to burrow in the mud with only the snout extended, thereby
escaping detection. One of our fastest land turtles, the Spiny
Softshell will not hesitate to strike out in self-defence.
Blanding’s Turtle is recognizable by its bright yellow throat,
high domed carapace, and a hinged plastron that can close like
a drawbridge to protect it from predators. A victim of cars and
farm machinery, this threatened species can be found only in
small densities. Traffic along the Long Point causeway has proven
particularly devastating to Blanding’s Turtle.

Scott is a former chair of the Spiny Softshell Turtle Recovery
Team (2001-2006), current chair of the Queensnake Recovery
Team, and serves as vice-chair of the Canadian Amphibian and
Reptile Conservation Network (CARCNET). He is a member
of various ecosystem and reptile recovery teams, including the
Ontario Turtle Conservation Group, the COSEWIC Amphibian
and Reptile Specialist Sub-committee, the IUCN Tortoise and
Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group, and the Wood Turtle, Eastern
Hognose Snake and Eastern Fox Snake Recovery Teams.
To date, conservation efforts have been largely directed towards
the “cute and fuzzy” species that are generally regarded as more
photogenic than reptiles. The resultant dearth of reptile research
lends urgency to the need for baseline information on members
of this group, in order to work effectively on their behalf. Our
province is now home to 16 native reptile species. Scott devoted
most of the evening to Ontario’s 10 turtle species, discussing
issues of concern for their welfare, and actions being taken to
protect them.
A small species, the Spotted Turtle is a mere five inches long. The
chief contributor to the Spotted Turtle’s endangered status is the
illegal pet trade. Unfortunately, the creature’s peaceful nature
makes it easy to catch. Highly prized for its beautiful shell, it
can fetch $250 to $500 on the US market, and up to $2,000 in
southeast Asia. Also under pressure for collection, the attractive
Wood Turtle is endangered provincially and threatened federally
A couple of populations exist in southern Ontario, but the species
is not found in the southwestern part of the province.
Although the Eastern Spiny Softshell has made a localized
recovery, it remains significantly threatened. The turtle is named
for the spines towards the front of its carapace (shell) and for the
shell’s texture, which is similar to that of a human ear. A limited
plastron (the flat underside part of the shell) makes it vulnerable
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Hatchling Snapping Turtle along Grand River in Brantford on 12 May 2012
photo Bill Lamond

The status of the Eastern Musk Turtle, a species of special
concern, is in the process of transitioning to threatened status. It
is at greatest risk in southwestern Ontario, where invasive species
abound. It has a high domed carapace and a small plastron. Its
bite is as strong as that of the considerably larger female Northern
Map Turtle, a species of special concern named for contoured
yellow, orange or tan lines that pattern its shell - like lines on a
contour map. In the Map Turtle, the male is by far the smaller
sex. As Scott pointed out, this makes for a very gentle courtship!
The Snapping Turtle is the largest turtle in Ontario and all of
Canada. Even so, an individual that Scott found whose shell
measured 171/2 inches was bigger than most, which seldom
exceed 14 inches. Although he considers the Snapping Turtle as
“the bulldog of the turtle world”, Scott disagrees with those who
describe it as aggressive: snappers do strike out when on land,
but only in self-defence. Out of the water, they are vulnerable
to predators, as the plastron provides minimal protection, and
they are unable to retract the head within the shell. On the other
hand, they tend to be quite docile when in the relative safety of
water. In consuming dead animals, (continued on page 62)
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HNC HIKES
All of our leaders are volunteers who enjoy sharing their knowledge and time. The HNC assumes no responsibility for injuries of
any kind sustained by anyone as a result of participating in any of these activities. Please assess your own ability to participate.
Hikes are sometimes cancelled or rescheduled. You are advised to check the HNC website (www.hamiltonnature.org) before
setting out to ensure that the hike has not been rescheduled. Generally, pets on hikes are discouraged as they startle wildlife,
damage nests, and interfere with the enjoyment of others. Contact the leader before bringing your pet or for other questions.
We also publicize Royal Botanical Gardens hikes and events: “Learning at the Gardens” programs of interest to Naturalists;
more information and on-line registration available at http://tickets.rbg.ca/PEO/. Most programs require pre-registration one
week prior. Please note there is often a charge for these activities. although RBG members receive a discount on most programs.
Questions? Please call 905-527-1158 ext 270. Check RBG website for meeting locations for hikes which are not listed below.
2 Nov. (Saturday) 1:30 p.m. HNC - Looking for Late Wildflowers. Join Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothe for a late season
wildflower hike at Princess Point parking lot. The warm waters of the Hamilton Harbour and the extra light from the street
lights keep the flowers blooming longer than one might expect. Contact Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothe: (519) 647-2371.
Princess Point Parking Lot, Pay to Park. Waterfront Trail.
2, 9, 16 Nov. (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. RBG Invasive Shrub Removal Volunteer Events in the Natural Lands: You can help RBG’s

Natural Lands staff preserve biodiversity by participating in our invasive species removal volunteer events. Volunteers will protect our
important interior forest habitat for Species at Risk birds by extracting and destroying non-native invasive shrubs. Meet at the Nature
Interpretive Centre, RBG Arboretum. To RSVP contact Lindsay Barr lbarr@rbg.ca or 905-527-1158 x257. Remember - Dress for the weather
and be prepared to get dirty. Gloves and equipment will be provided. Please wear closed toed shoes, and bring a portable lunch and water
bottle. We will provide water and snacks for participants. We look forward to seeing you there! Cancellations due to inclement weather
will be posted on RBG’s Facebook page and tweeted (@RBGCanada).

3 Nov. (Sunday) HNC - Hamilton Fall Bird Count. This will be the 40th fall bird count. Quite a milestone. Believe it our not,
there is one birder who has participated on every count so far. Let’s hope the streak continues! Bill Lamond is the compiler of
the fall bird count. Call him or email to confirm you are participating this year. bill-lamond@hotmail.com or 519-756-9546.
3 Nov. (Sunday) 2 - 4 p.m. An Apple a Day, RBG Family Program at the Nature Centre. Participants drink apple cider, hike out
to see wild apples, and, to finish, apple pie! Fee: $12 (family rate $30).
3 Nov. (Sunday) 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hikes. Free RBG Nature Hike (donations welcome). This week: Hendrie Valley. Meet
at Cherry Hill Gate parking lot on Plains Road.
4 Nov. (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC Monthly Meeting. Speaker: Rick Ludkin. Topic: The Matangwe (Kenya) Bird Studies Club.
In Jan/Feb. 2013, Rick spent 4 weeks in a small village in rural western Kenya. This was the beginning of what he hopes will
be a long term project. Using donated guide books and binoculars, he taught grade 6, 7 & 8 students how to watch/identify,
monitor and then band the birds in their area with a view, in the long run, to developing an expertise that they can use to
participate in research and or the growing eco-tourism business. The Matangwe Bird Club grew out of this project. The talk will
be an outline of the results, to date, of that project.
5 Nov. (Tuesday) 6:30-8:30 p.m. The Once and Future Great Lakes Country - An evening with John Riley, Senior Science
Advisor, Nature Conservancy of Canada. At RBG Main Centre. Fee: $15.
9 Nov. (Saturday) 9 a.m. to noon. RBG Outdoors Club, ages 12 to 15, every other Saturday to January 2014. RBG Nature
Centre. Eco-stewardship based projects, excursions, activities. Fee: $235 for Fall/Winter. (Winter /Spring also available).
10 Nov. (Sunday) 10:00 a.m. - 1 p.m. HNC - Mosses and Wetland Plants Near the Hamilton to Brantford Rail Trail. Join
Terry Carleton for a hike to see mosses and some very interesting wetland plants along and in the vicinity of the Hamilton to
Brantford Rail trail. Meet in the parking lot on Hwy 52 at rail trail crossing. Take 403 and exit at Hwy 52 to Copetown. Go
north to parking area soon after Powerline road. Rubber boots strongly recommended. Hiking boots may not be adequate.
10 Nov. (Sunday) 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Meet at Princess Point.
16 Nov. (Saturday) 8 a.m. to noon. HNC - Lakeshore Birding - Van Wagner’s to 50 Point. Kevin McLaughlin has been leading
fall birding outings for the HNC for more than 30 years. This is a morning walk that may stretch into the afternoon if conditions
are good. Meet in parking lot at Hutch’s Restaurant (Van Wagner’s Road). Contact Kevin at kam50@shaw.ca
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17 Nov. (Sunday) 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes North Shore. Meet at Nature Centre.

18 Nov. (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group Meeting. This month: Forest Birds at Risk with Jody Allair from Bird
Studies Canada. Burlington Senior’s Centre, 2285 New Street, Burlington, Auditorium B. Free parking near the Central Library.
23 Nov. (Saturday) 9 a.m. to noon. RBG Outdoors Club, ages 12 to 15, every other Saturday to January 2014. RBG Nature
Centre. Eco-stewardship based projects, excursions, activities. Fee: $235 for Fall/Winter. (Winter /Spring also available).

23 Nov. (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. to noon. Junior Naturalists Club, ages 7 to 12, 4th Saturday of the month, September to May 2014
at RBG Nature Centre. Learning experiences to generate a life-long respect and love of the natural world. Parents must be either
HNC or RBG Members. Fee: $80/child, $70/siblings. RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum Old Guelph Road.
24 Nov. (Sunday) 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South Shore. Meet at
Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll Road.
D AT E S T O R E M E M B E R - D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 3
1 Dec. (Sunday) 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hikes. Free RBG Nature Hike (donations welcome). This week: Hendrie Valley. Meet
at Cherry Hill Gate parking lot on Plains Road.

2 Dec. (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group Meeting. This month: Christmas Fanfare. Burlington Senior’s Centre, 2285
New Street, Burlington, Auditorium B. Lots of free parking near the Central Library.
6 Dec. (Friday) 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. HNC - Evening Screech-Owl Outing. Join expert birder and HNC member Sheldon McGregor
as we visit several popular Screech-owl haunts in the Hamilton area. Dress warmly and depending on the weather, bring
something hot to drink. Meet :at Lion’s Outdoor Pool - 263 Jerseyville Road West, Ancaster. Contact Sheldon McGregor (905)
304-8282 or sheldonbirder@hotmail.com for more information.
7 Dec. (Saturday) 9 a.m. to noon. RBG Outdoors Club, ages 12 to 15, every other Saturday to January 2014. RBG Nature
Centre. Eco-stewardship based projects, excursions, activities. Fee: $235 for Fall/Winter. (Winter /Spring also available).
8 Dec. (Sunday) 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike. Meet at Princess Point parking area.
9 Dec. (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC Monthly Meeting. Speaker: John Gauvreau. Topic: A Tour of the Universe. In this richly
illustrated tour of the universe, we travel from the safety of our home planet out through the solar system, visiting the current
rovers on Mars and the rings of Saturn, before heading out into deep space. The latest images from Hubble and other space
probes show us giant clouds of gas where new stars are being formed and great cities of stars.
John Gauvreau was the astronomy instructor at Mohawk College for 20 years and has spoken at a wide variety of venues,
including schools, conservation areas, churches, the McMaster University planetarium and the Ontario Science Centre. He
created and operates Galileo’s Classroom, an in-school interactive program aimed at the grade 6 space science unit, has sat on
the national council of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada and volunteers for the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers.
15 Dec. (Sunday) 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes North Shore. Meet at Nature Centre.
21 Dec. (Saturday) 9 a.m. to noon. RBG Outdoors Club, ages 12 to 15, every other Saturday to January 2014. RBG Nature
Centre. Eco-stewardship based projects, excursions, activities. Fee: $235 for Fall/Winter. (Winter /Spring also available).
21 Dec. (Saturday) 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. Family Solstice Celebration, Family Program at the Nature Centre. Celebrate the lengthening
of the days. Fee: $12 (family rate $30).
22 Dec. (Sunday) 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South Shore. Meet at
Aviary parking lot on Oak Knoll Road.
26 Dec. (Thursday) HNC - Hamilton Christmas Bird Count. This annual event is a great tradition for Hamilton birders. This will
be the 93rd Hamilton CBC. Contact compiler Tom Thomas for more information 905-658-5920.

28 Dec. (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. to noon. Junior Naturalists Club, ages 7 to 12, 4th Saturday of the month, September to May 2014
at RBG Nature Centre. Learning experiences to generate a life-long respect and love of the natural world. Parents must be either
HNC or RBG Members. Fee: $80/child, $70/siblings. RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum Old Guelph Road.
29 Dec. (Sunday) 2 p.m. Get Back to Nature Hike: Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Rock Chapel Sanctuary. Meet at
parking lot off of Rock Chapel Road.
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Page 61

(continued from page 69) Snapping Turtles act as the “cleanup

crew” of our wetlands, an important function for which they
deserve recognition. The Snapping Turtle is a species of special
concern. Scott appreciates the opportunity to improve conditions
for an animal before it reaches the threatened or endangered
stage, as it allows for the adoption of proactive measures rather
than reacting to a crisis.
Scott considers it important to study not only at-risk species, but
also the more common ones, in order to ensure that they remain
common. An example is the relatively abundant Midland Painted
Turtle. Nevertheless, a decline in this species has been noted in
many areas due to road fatalities in late spring. The problem is
more acute in hot weather, when the turtles are likely to be on the
move, having abandoned their parched wetland homes.
Eastern Box Turtles
can be very long-lived;
individuals have been
known to survive to
100 years or more. The
species can be found
at London’s Sifton Bog,
at Point Pelee and on
Pelee Island, where
populations are believed
to consist entirely of
pets that have been
released.
There
is
some controversy as
to whether the Eastern
Box Turtle is native to
Ontario. It may instead
have been introduced
here through crossborder trading with
neighbouring American
states.

high along the Long Point Causeway. Thankfully, there has been
some decline in roadkill numbers since the installation of barrier
fencing. Three tunnels provide animals with an alternative route
across the road, and more are scheduled for construction. (The
mainly aquatic Spiny Softshell and Eastern Musk Turtles are less
affected than the more terrestrial species.)
Aerial photos of Long Point and Turkey Point reveal a scant
amount of habitat available to reptiles, a typical situation
throughout southwestern Ontario. It’s a difficult problem to
solve, since development will continue to encroach on areas
where turtles live. Fortunately for turtles and other reptiles, the
Upper Thames River Conservation Authority (UTRCA) and likeminded organizations are working on their behalf. The UTRCA
has located significant turtle populations, including two of the
largest populations
of Blanding’s Turtles
and Spotted Turtles
in Canada. The
group has already
protected over 1,000
nests of at-risk turtle
species. Scott and
his team make use
of three approaches:
science, education
and empathy.

A key component of
the scientific aspect
is the collection
of
long
term
data. To this end,
the UTRCA has
conducted detailed
surveys in a variety
of habitats. The
Snapping Turtle female nesting along Mackey Creek Road, Mackey, Renfrew County - 20 June
restoring of habitat
2011 - photo Rob Waldhuber.
entails clearing out
No doubt exists as to the origins of the non-native Red-eared
excessive vegetation, a project that Scott undertook at a former
Slider. The most common pet store turtle, it hails from the southSpiny Softshell nesting site that had become too overgrown to
central US and Mexico. Tiny when purchased, the fast-growing
be usable. Within 24 hours, the turtles were back on site and
turtle can soon rival the Northern Map Turtle in size. For that
had resumed egg-laying. In 2008, UTRCA first released Spiny
reason, owners often release pet turtles into the wild, where they
Softshell juveniles into the Thames watershed after incubating
are sufficiently hardy to tolerate winter conditions. A study begun
the eggs in captivity. The group has seen 17 to 30 percent hatching
by Scott in 2007 has shown that a number of these released turtles
success using this method, which should help stave off declines
are surviving to lay eggs repeatedly and successfully establish a
and hopefully increase population size in this watershed.
population. While Red-eared Sliders are unlikely to outcompete
other species in natural areas, Scott thinks that they are able to
Turtles are tracked by attaching PIT (Passive Integrated
do so in an urban setting.
Transponder) tags on a rear leg, which provides a permanent
means of identification. Another method is radio telemetry,
Turtles’ low reproductive success and late age of maturity
whereby receivers are affixed towards the rear of the shell. The
predispose them to be at risk. Despite a naturally long life,
latter technique is used sparingly, so as not to burden turtles
it is too often cut short. Threats include predation (by foxes,
with excess weight. Tracking data have revealed considerable
opossums, raccoons, skunks, etc.), pollution, recreational fishing,
displacement: distances of up to 12 kilometres have been
collection for food or as pets, human persecution, habitat loss
recorded between nest and habitat. (continued on page 65)
and degradation, and road mortality. Road mortality is markedly
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(continued from page 58)
Species recorded on the 2013 Odonata Count
Species

2013

Broad-winged Damsel Family

Pantala hymenaea

Spot-winged Glider

1

Perithemis tenera

Eastern Amberwing

87
1

Sympetrum internum

Cherry-faced Meadowhawk

Sympetrum obtrusum

White-faced Meadowhawk

23

S. rubicundulum

Ruby Meadowhawk

4

Calopteryx aequabilis

River Jewelwing

28

S. semicinctum

Band-winged Meadowhawk

3

Calopteryx maculata

Ebony Jewelwing

235

Tramea carolina

Carolina Saddlebags

6

Hetaerina americana

American Rubyspot

1

Tramea lacerata

Black Saddlebags

48

Spread-winged Damsel Family

Unidentified Species

Lestes disjunctus

Northern Spreadwing

1

Lestes sp.

Unidentified spreadwings

1

Lestes forcipatus

Sweetflag Spreadwing

10

Enallagma sp.

Unidentified bluets

7

Lestes dryas

Emerald Spreadwing

1

Epitheca sp.

Unidentified baskettails

5

Lestes eurinus

Amber-winged Spreadwing

1

Sympetrum sp.

Unidentified meadowhawks

111

Lestes inaequalis

Elegant Spreadwing

18

Tramea sp.

Unidentified red saddlebag

Lestes rectangularis

Slender Spreadwing

32

Lestes unguiculatus

Lyre-tipped Spreadwing

6

Lestes vigilax

Swamp Spreadwing

1

Total Species:

2

54

Pond Damsel Family
Amphiagrion saucium

Eastern Red Damsel

17

Argia fumipennis

Variable Dancer

105

Argia moesta

Powdered Dancer

1

Argia translata

Dusky Dancer

4

Enallagma anna

River Bluet

8

Enallagma antennatum

Rainbow Bluet

7

Enallagma aspersum

Azure Bluet

15

Enallagma basidens

Double-striped Bluet

1

Enallagma carunculatum

Tule Bluet

34

Enallagma civile

Familiar Bluet

626

Enallagma ebrium

Marsh Bluet

623

Enallagma exsulans

Stream Bluet

162

Enallagma geminatum

Skimming Bluet

186

Enallagma signatum

Orange Bluet

69

Enallagma traviatum

Slender Bluet

12

Enallagma vesperum

Vesper Bluet

1

Ischnura posita

Fragile Forktail

21

Ischnura verticalis

Eastern Forktail

542

Nehalennia irene

Sedge Sprite

9

Common Green Darner

37

Unicorn Clubtail

4

Darner Family
Anax junius

Dot-tailed Whiteface (Leucorrhinia intacta) - 6 July 2013 - Count Area
2 - photo John Kezys

River Jewelwing (Calopteryx aequabilis) - 6 July 2013 - Count Area 2
photo Doug Welch

Clubtail Family
Arigomphus villosipes
Spiketail Family

0

Emerald Family
Dorocordulia libera

Racket-tailed Emerald

2

Epitheca cynosura

Common Baskettail

21

Epitheca princeps

Prince Baskettail

7

Celithemis elisa

Calico Pennant

78

Celithemis eponina

Halloween Pennant

35

Erthemis simplicicollis

Eastern Pondhawk

83

Ladona julia

Chalk-fronted Corporal

3

Leucorrhinia intacta

Dot-tailed Whiteface

26

Leucorrhinia proxima

Belted Whiteface

7

Libellula luctuosa

Widow Skimmer

236

Libellula lydia

Common Whitetail

90

Libellula pulchella

Twelve-spotted Skimmer

95

Libellula quadrimaculata

Four-spotted Skimmer

1

Pachydiplax longipennis

Blue Dasher

75

Skimmer Family
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Marsh Bluets (Enallagma ebrium) in tandem - 6 July 2013
Count Area 2 - photo Doug Welch
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Late Summer Butterfly and Dragonfly Walk
By Bill Lamond

C

an you have a dragonfly and butterfly hike on a cloudy day
in late summer with a daytime high of 16oC? Based on our
results on 15 September the answer is probably no. Our butterfly
species total for the group was a paltry three species! I didn’t
even see a Cabbage White. Others on their own saw a Leonardus
Skipper (photographed), Monarch and a Giant Swallowtail

A Crab Spider waiting for prey. Beverly Swamp Reserve. 15 September
2013 - photo Tom Kallsen

This White-faced Meadowhawk enjoys a moth snack at Beverly
Swamp Reserve - 15 September 2013 - photo Malcolm Querney
www.malcomandrew.ca

to make a composite list (six species) that was approaching
respectability but still, we should have been able to see 15 species.
Initially I wasn’t too worried about the poor weather conditions
as I was convinced that I would be able to flush sitting butterflies
while walking through meadows. However this was hopeless. I
was flushing nothing but grasshoppers. Of course a lot had to do

In regards to dragonflies, we did marginally better. Lots and lots
of White-faced Meadowhawks, about four Shadow Darners,
a few Common Green Darners and the highlight, a Carolina
Saddlebags at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve. Throw in a few
damselflies that we saw – Familiar Bluet, Eastern Forktail, Spotted
Spreadwing and Swamp Spreadwing – and we had a pathetic list
of eight dragons and damsels. Despite this, most people seemed
to have fun. And there were lots of people. When I showed up
at 10 a.m., I was surprised to see several cars parked on the road
at the meeting spot (Beverly Swamp Reserve on Safari Road). I

The Black-legged Meadow Katydid has a very ventriloquil sound and is
surprisingly hard to locate even though they often call out in the open.
Beverly Swamp Reserve - 15 September 2013 - photo Daniel K. Wilson

This male Shadow Darner has found a friend. Fletcher Creek Ecological
Preserve - 15 September 2013 - photo Diane Green

with how poor the butterfly year was as butterfly numbers were
quite low compared to most years.
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figured the parking lot must have been barricaded. But no, it was
full of cars and the occupants of all of these cars were there for
the hike. Perhaps as many as 25 people! I’m used to 6-12 people
on hikes. We were joined by several members from the Hamilton
Photographer Meet-up Group. Despite the numbers everything
went smoothly, and due to the lack of butterflies and dragonflies,
we ended up looking at everything.
We witnessed some Broad-winged Hawks come off of their nighttime roost and circle above us trying to get lift – maybe 12 in all.
Also a Sharp-shinned Hawk flew through and a Cooper’s Hawk
The Wood Duck - November, 2013

and a Red-tailed Hawk were flushed along the trail. A Wood
Thrush flew by and landed in a nearby tree playing peek-a-boo
with participants. We looked at a few species of leaf-hoppers, saw
a Black-legged Meadow Katydid making its repetitious call – very
ventriloquil – and saw a few Leopard Frogs. A fair number of the
group departed at lunchtime but a few of us soldiered on after
lunch to Crieff Bog. Things were slow there too but there were
a few Shadow Darners on the wing to liven things up and we
saw two Pickerel Frogs which were new for a few participants.
I pointed out different species of aster here, especially Rush

Aster, a not too showy aster, but certainly uncommon. The Bog
Goldenrod here was novel for many and quite striking. Also here
was a gorgeous display of Fringed Gentian and some variably
aged Nodding Ladies’ Tresses (see photo page 71). We ended
the hike beside three old apple trees that had great tasting fruit
– good sized and not too wormy – with better flavour than those
available now in grocery stores.
It could have and should have been much better, but it showed
that any day in the field has its special moments.

Just some of the hike participants on the “Late Summer Butterfly and Dragonfly Walk” at Bevrly Swamp Reserve - 15 September 2013 - photo Bill Lamond

(continued from page 62) Mark-recapture studies yield

an abundance of data. They enable researchers to monitor a
turtle population’s size, habitat and health over the long term.
Information that is acquired on disease and injury from predators
is particularly valuable.
In the sphere of education, the Conservation Authority has
been focusing on landowner outreach, with gratifying results.
Landowners have responded by offering the use of their
property for research and rehabilitation, in some cases even
donating parcels of land. UTRCA makes a point of inviting
media participation (television, radio and newspaper), and has
developed an excellent relationship with the London Free Press.
Articles on turtles provide the Conservation Authority with a
forum for educating the public and have proven popular with the
paper’s readership. Community awareness is further promoted
through visits to schools and local groups and the dissemination
of fact sheets.

Over time, Scott has learned that the most effective way to
galvanize an audience to action is by eliciting its sympathy. A
case in point concerns the unfairly maligned Snapping Turtle.
Scott noticed a difference in audience response as soon as he
began inserting into his presentations the images of mangled
Snapping Turtles, some of which had been intentionally run
down by motorists. Previously, audience members would merely
encourage him to “keep up the good work”. In contrast, those who
have been exposed to visual evidence of cruelty tend to respond
by asking “How can I help?” This is a most welcome shift, since
the contribution of volunteers is a significant component of the
work undertaken by the Upper Thames River Conservation
Authority.
Special thanks go out to Scott for his comprehensive overview of
Ontario’s turtles. For further information on the Upper Thames
River Conservation Authority’s reptile recovery plan, click on
http://www.thamesriver.on.ca/

(continued from page 55) to a question from the floor, he to Hamilton, Ontario and Canadian official bird lists (if his
said that getting around was not difficult because English was
spoken widely. The audience was very appreciative that Rob
had shared his excellent photos and anecdotes from his trip
with us and our emcee, Cheryl Edgecombe, thanked him for his
presentation.
The evening concluded with our usual sightings report, in which
we heard that Brandon Holden has probably added a new species
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sighting is accepted by the Ontario Bird Records Committee):
a Brown-chested Martin! This bird is an austral migrant found
normally from Peru to Argentina in South America. It somehow
became disoriented, came north and flew past Brandon’s balcony
on the Stoney Creek waterfront. With global weather becoming
more and more unpredictable, you just never know what may
come into the Hamilton Study Area next!
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS – MAY 2013
By Rob Dobos

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2013 to May 31: 261. Underlined species or dates require documentation by the
Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. For species
marked with “#”, all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights are listed. Note that the species order follows
the most recent American Ornithologists’ Union checklist and supplements.
Observers: Paul Baldassi (PBa), Gerten Basom (GBs), Barb Charlton (BC), Stephen Cheesman (SCh), Barry Cherriere (BCh),
Barry Coombs (BCo), Robert Cummings (RCu), Jeni Darling (JDa), Sandy Darling (SD), Rob Dobos (RD), Andrew Don (AD), Dave
R. Don (DD), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Sue Edwards (SE), Brian Enter (BEn), Dave Flook (DF), Rebecaa
Flook (RF), Brett Fried (BF), Pat Hogge (PHo), Brandon Holden (BH), George Holland (GH), Jackson Hudecki (JHu), Mourad Jabra
(MJa), Mark Jennings (MJ), Billi Krochuk (BKr), Bill Lamond (BL), Joyce Litster (JLi), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Len Manning (LMa),
Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Matt Mills (MM), Joe Minor (JMi), Ryk Naves (RNv), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), Ben Oldfield
(BO), Terry Osborne (TO), Mark Peck (MP), Richard Poort (RPo), Rob Porter (RPr), Jill Pritchard-Scott (JPS), David Pryor (DPr),
Bill Read (BR), Joanne Redwood (JRe), Caleb Scholtens (CSc), Paul Smith (PS), Chris Street (CS), Bruce Taylor (BT), Lisa Teskey
(LTe), Matt Timpf (MT), Doug Tozer (DTo), Liz Vanderwoude (LV), Rohan van Twest (RvT), Phil Waggett (PWg), Rob Waldhuber
(RW), Jim Watt (JWa), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken Williams (KWi), Brian Wylie (BW), many observers (m.obs.).
Legend:
* -first occurrence for the year
F -first occurrence for the
migration
L -last occurrence for the
migration
HSA -Hamilton Study Area
SM –singing male
terr. –territorial bird

Plumages, etc.:
m. -male
f. -female
ad. -adult
ba. -basic
alt. -alternate
imm. -immature
juv. -juvenile
1st yr. –first year

Brant#: One on Lake Ontario off Green Rd [HM] May 3 (GH).
Tundra Swan: Three at Bronte [HL] Apr 1 (MJ).
American Wigeon: Two m. + one f. at Grimsby Sewage
Ponds [NG] May 11-18 (RD,CE,DD; m.obs.); one m. + one f. at
Windermere Basin [HM] May 16 (RD,CE); one m. at Bronte May
23 (MJ).
Blue-winged Teal: One m. + one f. at Middletown Rd S of Conc
4 [HM] May 6 (RD); one m. + one f. on Hamilton Harbour off
LaSalle Marina [HM] May 10 (RD); one m. + one f. at Windermere
Basin May 16-23 (RD,CE; m.obs.).
Northern Shoveler: Two m. at Windermere Basin May 4-21
(RD; m.obs.).
Green-winged Teal: One at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St
Stormwater Pond [HL] May 15 (PBa).
Redhead: Two m. at Windermere Basin May 4-9 (RD,DD); one
m. at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond May 18
(MJ).
Greater Scaup: One m. at Windermere Basin May 9-18
(RD,CE,BCh); one m. + one f. off Coronation Park, Oakville [HL]
May 24 (MJ).
Lesser Scaup: Two m. + one f. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds
May 11 (RD,CE,DD); two m. at Windermere Basin May 13-25
(RD,CE; KM); two m. at Tollgate Pond [HM] May 18 (RD,CE).
Surf Scoter: Nine off Confederation Park [HM] May 5
(RD,CE,DD); one m. off Burloak Waterfront Park [HL] May 18
(LMa et al.); 15 off Green Rd May 23 (BH); one off L.P. Sayers
Park, Stoney Creek [HM] May 25 (KM).
White-winged Scoter: Nine off Bronte May 28 (MJ).
Long-tailed Duck: Eight off Green Rd May 23 (BH); six off Van
Wagners Beach [HM] May 25 (RD,BC,DD); 12 off L.P. Sayers
Park May 27 (RD); one m. off Suncor Pier, Bronte [HL] May 30
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County/Region/City:
Brant [BR]
Haldimand [HD]
Halton [HL]
Hamilton [HM]
Niagara [NG]
Peel [PL]
Waterloo [WT]
Wellington [WL]

(MJ).
Bufflehead: One m. at Windermere Basin May 25 (KM).
Common Goldeneye: One f. off Suncor Pier, Bronte May 30
(MJ).
Hooded Merganser: Two f. at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St
Stormwater Pond May 9 (MJ); two terr. pair at Lafarge Trail S of
Gore Rd [HM] May 18 (RD,CE); three f. off Shoreacres [HL] May
29 (RD).
Common Merganser: Five off Lakeside Park, Mississauga [PL]
May 21 (JWa); two m. off Bronte May 28 (MJ).
Red-breasted Merganser: 100 off Van Wagners Beach
(BF,CE,RD) and 81 f. past Bronte (MJ) May 28.
Ruddy Duck: 30 off LaSalle Marina May 1 (AD); 13 off Woodland
Cemetery [HM] May 4 (RD,DD); one m. + two f. at Windermere
Basin May 16-31 (RD,CE; m.obs.).
Ring-necked Pheasant#: One m. at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail
[HM] May 5 (RD,CE,DD).
Ruffed Grouse#: One terr. at Hyde Tract [HM] May 18 (LMa).
Wild Turkey: One at Suncor Pier, Bronte Apr 27 (MJ); one f. at
Westover Rd N of Conc 8 [HM] May 9-19 (PS).
Red-throated Loon#: One off Confederation Park May 7
(AWi,KWi); one 1st alt. off L.P. Sayers Park May 25 (KM); one
past Van Wagners Beach May 28 L (RD,CE,BF).
Common Loon: Seven over Beverly Swamp [HM] May 18
(RD,CE); 16 off Saddington Park, Port Credit [PL] May 23 (CE);
one past CCIW [HL] May 28 (RD).
Pied-billed Grebe: One terr. at Safari Rd Wetland [HM] May 6-14
(RD; CE); one at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater
Pond May 29 (MJ).
Horned Grebe: Two off LaSalle Marina May 1 (AD); two off Bal
Harbour Park, Grimsby [NG] May 4 (BEn).

The Wood Duck - November, 2013

Red-necked Grebe: A pair on a nest at Burloak Waterfront Park
May 8-31 (RD et al.); a pair nesting at Bronte Harbour [HL] had
six eggs May 24 (GE,SE).
Eared Grebe#: One off LaSalle Marina May 1 L (AD).
American White Pelican#: Four at W End of Hamilton Harbour
[HM] and Cootes Paradise [HM] May 13*-16 (RNv; m.obs.).
American Bittern#: One terr. at Grass Lake [WT] May 2
(RD,CE); one terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 6-23 (RD; m.obs.);
one terr. at Valens Rd & Conc 6 [HM] May 20 (BC).
Great Egret#: One at Hendrie Valley [HL] May 1 (AD); one at
Confederation Park May 7 (CE).
Green Heron: One over Sunrise Cres, Dundas [HM] May 21 L
(RD).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Two at Forty Mile Creek Trail,
Grimsby [NG] May 15 (RD,CE).
Osprey: A pair nesting on a cell tower at Hwy 403 & Hwy 6 N
[HL] May 1-31 (RD; m.obs.); a pair nesting on a cell tower at
Hwy 8 W of Christie C.A. [HM] May 2-on (RD,CE); one at a
nest at Shouldice Sideroad & Brant-Waterloo Rd [WT] May 2
(RD,CE).
Bald Eagle: The nesting pair at N Shore of Cootes Paradise
[HM] tended two chicks May 1-31 (m.obs.).
Northern Harrier: One at Beamer C.A. [NG] May 15 L (NPH);
two at Dundas Valley C.A. [HM] May 16 (RPr).
Sharp-shinned Hawk: One at York Rd. [HM] May 23 L (RD).
Northern Goshawk#: One ad. at Conc 8 W of Valens Rd [HM]
May 23 (DPr).
Broad-winged Hawk: One terr. at Hyde Tract May 9 (LMa,LTe);
one over Bronte May 25 L (GE).
Rough-legged Hawk: One at Beamer C.A. May 2 L (NPH).
Virginia Rail#: One terr. at Valens Rd & Conc 6 May 6 (RD); two
terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 7-9 (CE; m.obs.); one terr. at Dry
Lake [HD] May 18 (MT,BO,LV); one terr. at Kerncliffe Park [HL]
May 23 (LMa,JRe,CSc).
Sora#: Two terr. at Grass Lake May 2 (RD,CE); two terr. at
Kerncliffe Park May 7-26 (CE; m.obs.); two terr. at Millgrove
Loam Pits [HM] May 18 (RD,CE).
Common Gallinule#: One terr. at Grass Lake May 2 * (RD,CE);
one terr. pair at Safari Rd Wetland May 6-23 (RD; m.obs.).
Sandhill Crane#: A terr. pair at Grass Lake May 2-31 (RD,CE;
m.obs.); one at Millgrove Loam Pits May 18 (RD,CE).
Black-bellied Plover: Birds at Windermere Basin: 2 –May 5*-6
(CS; m.obs.), 2 –May 24 (RD et al.), 5 –May 28 (BF); one at
Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond May 11-18
(DD; m.obs.) and two there May 16 (CSc,JRe) and May 22 (MJ).
American Golden-Plover: 12 past Van Wagners Beach May
28* (BF).
Semipalmated Plover: Birds at Windermere Basin: 1 –May 4 *
(RD,DD), 8 –May 21 (KM), 15 –May 25 (RD,BC,DD); four at 5th
Rd E N of Green Mt Rd [HM] May 13 (RD); six at Great Lakes
Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond May 23 (MJ).
PIPING PLOVER#: One at Windermere Basin May 24*-25 (RD;
m.obs.) was the first HSA record since 2004.
Solitary Sandpiper: Four at 5th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 13
(RD); three at Superior Ct, Oakville [HL] May 17 L (MJ).
Greater Yellowlegs: Three at Powerline Rd W of 5th Rd E [HM]
May 5 (RD,CE,DD); one at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St
Stormwater Pond May 14 L (MJ).
Willet#: One at Windermere Basin May 1-8 (m.obs.; BCh); one
at Bronte Harbour May 30 L (MJ).
Lesser Yellowlegs: Nine at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail May 5
(RD,CE,DD); seven at Windermere Basin May 11 (RD,CE,DD),
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and one there May 18 L (CE).
Upland Sandpiper#: four at 10th Rd E & Dofasco Trail May 11
(BCo).
Whimbrel#: One past Saddington Park, Port Credit (CE) and
220 past Green Rd (BH) May 23 *; two past L.P. Sayers Park

Hooded Merganser at Cootes Paradise - 10 April 2013 - photo Dan Cornell

May 25 (KM); 18 past Van Wagners Beach May 28 (BF).
Ruddy Turnstone: One at Windermere Basin May 13*-18
(RD,CE; m.obs.), and two there May 24-26 (RD; m.obs.); one at
Bronte Harbour May 23 (MJ).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: One at Windermere Basin May 8
* (BCh), and 15 there May 25 (RD,BC,DD); 25 at Great Lakes
Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond May 20 (CE; MJ) and 36
there May 28 (MJ); 15 past Saddington Park, Port Credit May
23 (CE); 22 at Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond [HM]
May 25 (RD,BC,DD).
Least Sandpiper: 11 at Windermere Basin May 4 (RD,DD), and
15 there May 16 (RD,CE); nine at 5th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd
May 13 (RD); one at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater
Pond May 30 L (MJ).
White-rumped Sandpiper: One at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca
St Stormwater Pond May 17*-20 (MJ; CE); one at Windermere
Basin May 21-25 (KM; m.obs.).
Dunlin: Birds at Windermere Basin: 14 –May 11 (RD,CE,DD), 52
–May 16 (RD,CE), 70 –May 21 (KM), 115 –May 25 (RD,BC,DD);
70 at Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond and 35 at Van
Wagners Beach May 25 (RD,BC,DD); 20 past Bronte Harbour
May 28 (MJ).
Short-billed Dowitcher: Birds at Windermere Basin: 1 –May 11
* (BCh), 2 –May 13 (CE,RD), 5 –May 16 (LMa,JRe,CSc); two at
Bronte Beach [HL] May 23 L (MJ).
Wilson’s Snipe: One at 5th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 5 L
(RD,CE,DD).
Wilson’s Phalarope#: One m. at Windermere Basin May 13 *
(CE; m.obs.), and one f. there May 18 (CE,RD; m.obs.).
Bonaparte’s Gull: Two 1st alt. at Windermere Basin May 23
(RD,CE,BCh); three at Bronte Harbour May 24 (GE,SE).
Iceland Gull: Two ad. + two 1st ba. at Bronte Harb. Apr 14 (MJ).
Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One subad. at Suncor Pier, Bronte
Apr 14-17 (MJ) and one ad. + one 3rd ba. there Apr 24-26 (MJ).
Glaucous Gull: One 1st ba. + one 3rd ba. at Suncor Pier, Bronte
Apr 27 (MJ).
Great Black-backed Gull: Two 1st yr. at Cootes Paradise May
1 (JHu).
Caspian Tern: One 1st alt. at Windermere Basin May 11
(RD,CE,DD).
Forster’s Tern#: Two at Dundas Marsh May 13 (RD).
Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May
21 * (AWi,KWi); one at Kerncliffe Park May 23 (JRe,LMa,CSc);
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one at Rock Chapel [HM] May 29 (SD,JDa).
Black-billed Cuckoo: One at Tuck Creek Park, Burlington [HL]
May 19 * (CE,RD); two at Kerncliffe Park May 21 (LMa,JRe,CSc).
Short-eared Owl#: One E of Burloak Dr/Great Lakes Blvd [HL]
Apr 3 L (MJ).
Common Nighthawk: One at Westover Rd N of 8th Conc May
19 * (PS); five at Escarpment E of Fifty Rd [NG] May 29 (BM).
Eastern Whip-poor-will#: One SM at Pineland Park, Burlington
[HL] May 1 * (JPS); one SM at Escarpment E of Fifty Rd May
10 (BM).
Chimney Swift: 12 over Confederation Park May 11
(RD,CE,DD); 50 at Princess Point [HM] May 25 (RD).
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Forty Mile Creek Trail
May 5 * (RD,CE,DD).
Red-headed Woodpecker#: Two at Conc 5 & Sheffield Rd
[HM] May 2 * (RD,CE); one at Sawmill Rd W of Shaver Rd [BR]
May 6-17 (GBs); one at Beamer C.A. May 7 (NPH); one at Burt
Rd N of Howell Rd [BR] May 16 (RD,CE); one at Bronte Bluffs
Park [HL] May 20 (CE); one at Aberfoyle [WL] May 20 (PHo).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at Shoreacres May 17 L (PBa).
Merlin: Two at Beamer C.A. May 2 (NPH); one at Confederation
Park May 12 (BM); one at Shell Park [HL] May 16 (RD,CE); one
past Frances Ave, Stoney Creek [HM] May 23 (BH).
Peregrine Falcon#: A pair nesting at Burlington Lift Bridge [HL/
HM] May 1-31 (RD; m.obs.); one at Beamer C.A. May 8 L (NPH).
Olive-sided Flycatcher#: One at Shoreacres May 20*-21 (SCh;
PWg,TO).
Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Forty Mile Creek Trail May 15 *
(RD,CE).
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Birds on May 21 *: 1 –Tuck Creek
Park, Burlington [HL] (CE), 1 –Lakeside Park, Mississauga
[PL] (JWa), 1 –Confederation Park (TT); birds on May 29: 4
–Confederation Park (RD), 2 –Edgelake Park [HM] (BH), 1 –
Frances Ave Woods [HM] (BH).
Acadian Flycatcher#: One at Shoreacres May 16*-19 (RD,CE;
m.obs.); one at Edgelake Park May 29 L (BH).
Alder Flycatcher: One at Sedgewick Forest Park, Oakville [HL]
May 20 * (CE); four SM at Conc 8 & Westover Rd May 21 (PS).
“Traill’s” Flycatcher: Five at Edgelake Park and seven at
Frances Ave Woods May 29 (BH).
Willow Flycatcher: One at Shell Park (DD) and one at Edgelake
Park (RD,CE) May 15 *.
Least Flycatcher: Two at Edgelake Park May 4 * (PBa,RPo);
birds on May 15: 9 –Edgelake Park, 10 –Fifty Point C.A. [HM/
NG], 5 –Forty Mile Creek Trail (RD,CE).
Great Crested Flycatcher: Three at Rock Chapel Sanctuary
[HM] May 1 (RPo).
Western Kingbird#: One at Howell Rd W of St. George Rd
[BR] May 16 * (BR) provided the eighth record for the HSA and
earliest spring record.
Eastern Kingbird: 15 roosting at Princess Point May 25 (RD).
White-eyed Vireo#: One at Edgelake Park and one at Sedgewick
Forest Park, Oakville May 2 (CE).
Yellow-throated Vireo#: Two at S Shore of Cootes Paradise
[HM] May 15 * (MM); one SM at N Shore of Cootes Paradise
May 20 (BCo); one at Shoreacres May 29 L (RW).
Blue-headed Vireo: One at Edgelake Park May 25 L (AWi,KWi).
Warbling Vireo: 17 at Confederation Park May 5 (RD,CE,DD);
20 at Fifty Point C.A. May 19 (BC).
Philadelphia Vireo: One at Woodland Cemetery (RD) and one
at Edgelake Park (RD,CE) May 15 *.
Red-eyed Vireo: One at Crawford Lake C.A. [HL] May 5 * (CS);

Page 68

12 at Pineland Park, Burlington (CE) and 12 at Fifty Point C.A.
(BC) May 19.
FISH CROW#: A pair building a nest E of Burloak Waterfront
Park May 5-19 (MJa; m.obs.) provided the first confirmed
nesting attempt for Canada. On May 19 observers watched one
bird being harassed by American Crows, and on May 20, a dead
crow was picked up from the park near the nest (RCu) and sent
to the ROM; subsequent genetic testing at University of Guelph
confirmed it was a female Fish Crow with enlarged ova but it had
not yet laid eggs (fide MP).
Common Raven#: A nesting pair at Vinemount Quarry, 10th
Rd E & Green Mt Rd [HM] May 1-31 (RD,CE,DD; m.obs.); one
at Eramosa Karst C.A. [HM] May 6 (JMi); two at Conc 8 E of
Westover Rd [HM] May 11 (PS).
Purple Martin: Five at LaSalle Marina May 10 (RD); 20 at L.P.
Sayers Park May 27 (RD).
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at Bronte Apr 9 * (MJ).
Bank Swallow: 50 active nests at Burloak Waterfront Park May
30 (PWg).
Cliff Swallow: 40 at CCIW [HL] May 28 (RD).
Tufted Titmouse#: Birds at Sedgewick Forest Park: 1f. carrying
nest material –May 2, 1m. + 1f. –May 13, 1SM –May 20 (CE);
one f. at Shoreacres May 5 (CE); one at Sawmill Rd W of Shaver
Rd [BR] May 5-16 (GBs); one at Little Tract [WL] May 12 (RvT).
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Six at Fifty Point C.A. May 4 (RD,DD),
and six there May 19 (BC).
House Wren: 12 at Fifty Point C.A. May 19 (BC).
Winter Wren: One SM at Crawford Lake C.A. May 5 (CS); one
SM at Clappisons Escarpment Woods [HM] May 9 (AWi).
Marsh Wren#: One SM at Edgelake Park May 15 (RD et al.);
one SM at Valens Rd & Conc 6 May 18 (LMa et al.); six SM at
Millgrove Loam Pits May 18 (RD,CE).
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Dundas Valley C.A. May 17 L
(RD et al.).
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 12 at Fifty Point C.A. May 4 (RD,DD).
Veery: Six at Fifty Point C.A. May 19 (BC).
Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Berry Tract [HM] May 16 * (BW);
one at Frances Ave Woods May 29 (BH).
Swainson’s Thrush: Two at Edgelake Park May 10 F (RD,CE);
ten at Edgelake Park and 4 at Frances Ave Woods May 29 (BH).
Hermit Thrush: One at Shell Park May 19 L (LMa et al.).
Wood Thrush: One at Eramosa Karst C.A. May 2 (JMi); one at
Edgelake Park and one at Frances Ave Woods May 29 L (BH).
Brown Thrasher: One at Shoreacres May 19 L (RD,CE).
Lapland Longspur#: 12 at Dufferins Quarry, Paris [BR] May 8
L (DTo).
Ovenbird: Two at Confederation Park (RD,CE,DD) and one SM
at Crawford Lake C.A. (CS) May 5 *.
Worm-eating Warbler#: One at Berry Tract May 16 * (BW).
Louisiana Waterthrush#: One SM at Artaban Rd, Dundas
Valley C.A. [HM] May 14*-17 (DPr; m.obs.).
Northern Waterthrush: One at Sherwood Forest Park May 23
L (CE).
Golden-winged Warbler#: One SM at Lions Club Rd, Dundas
Valley [HM] May 14 * (DPr); one m. at Forty Mile Creek Trail May
15 (RD,CE); one m. at Cartwright Sanctuary [HM] May 30 (BT).
“Brewster’s” Warbler#: One at Berry Tract May 17 (SD).
Blue-winged Warbler: One at Lakeside Park, Mississauga May
2 (JWa); 7 SM at Berry Tract / Cartwright Sanct. May 17 (SD).
Black-and-white Warbler: One at Frances Ave May 29 L (BH).
Tennessee Warbler: Two at Lakeside Park, Mississauga May
9 * (JWa).

The Wood Duck - November, 2013

Orange-crowned Warbler: One at Dundas Valley C.A. and one
at Powerline & Paddy Greene Rds [HM] May 17 F (RD,CE,BC);
one at Sherwood Forest Park May 18 (CE,RD); one at Fifty
Point C.A. May 19 (BC).
Nashville Warbler: One at Shell Park Apr 30 F (MJ); one SM
at Hyde Tract and one SM at Savage Tract [HM] May 14 (RD).
Connecticut Warbler#: One m. at Shell Park May 26 * (GE);
one at Shoreacres May 29 (RW; m.obs.).
Mourning Warbler#: One at Shoreacres May 19 * (LMa et al.),
and one m. there May 22 (RD,CE); one m. at Bronte Harbour
May 21 (MJ); one m. + one f. at South Shell Waterfront Park [HL]
May 22 (MJ); one m. at Edgelake Park May 25 (RD,BC,DD); one
f. at Confederation Park May 29 (RD).
Common Yellowthroat: One f. Shell Park May 26 L (RD et al.).
Hooded Warbler#: One SM at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley C.A.
[HM] May 17 * (RD,CE,BC); one SM at Sudden Tract [WT] May
18 (LMa et al.).
American Redstart: One m. at LaSalle Park May 6 * (JRe); 14
at Fifty Point C.A. May 19 (BC); 12 at Edgelake Park and 12 at
Frances Ave Woods May 29 (BH).
Cape May Warbler: Two at Edgelake Park and two at
Confederation Park May 4 F (PBa,RPo).
Northern Parula: Two m. at Shoreacres May 10 * (RD,CE); one
f. at Confederation Park May 29 L (RD).
Magnolia Warbler: One at Edgelake Park and one at Fifty Point
C.A. May 4 * (RD,DD).
Bay-breasted Warbler: One m. at Forty Mile Creek Trail May
12 F (PBa).
Blackburnian Warbler: Two at Edgelake Park May 4 * (RD,DD);
one at Confederation Park (RD) and one at Frances Ave Woods
(BH) May 29 L.
Yellow Warbler: 26 at Confederation Park May 5 (RD,CE,DD).
Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Sherwood Forest Park May
11 * (DF,RF); seven at Dundas Valley C.A. May 25 (RPo).
Blackpoll Warbler: Birds on May 19 *: 1m. –Woodland
Cemetery (RD), 1m. –Shoreacres (RD,CE), 2 –Fifty Point C.A.
(BC); six m. at Princess Point May 25 (RD).
Black-throated Blue Warbler: Four at Fifty Point C.A. May 11
(RD,CE); one at Edgelake Park May 29 L (BH).
Palm Warbler: 12 at Fifty Point C.A. May 4 (RD,DD); 17 at
Confederation Park May 5 (RD,CE,DD); one at Shoreacres May
21 L (PBa).
Pine Warbler: Three SM at LaSalle Park May 10 (RD).
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Birds at Fifty Point C.A.: 26 –May
4 (RD,DD), 45 –May 11 (RD,CE), 40 –May 15 (RD,CE); birds
at Confederation Park: 30 –May 5 (RD,CE,DD), 26 –May 11
(RD,CE,DD), 1 –May 29 L (RD); 85 at Forty Mile Creek Trail
May 13 (RD,CE), and 35 there May 15 (RD,CE); 35 at Edgelake
Park May 15 (RD,CE).
Prairie Warbler#: One f. at Confederation Park May 11 *
(CE,RD,DD; m.obs.).
Black-throated Green Warbler: Birds on May 29 L: 2 –
Confederation Park (RD), 2 –Edgelake Park (BH), 1 –Frances
Ave Woods (BH).
Canada Warbler: One at Berry Tract May 16 * (BW).
Wilson’s Warbler: One at Edgelake Park May 15 * (RD,CE);
eight at Confederation Park (RD) and six at Shoreacres (RD et
al.) May 29.
Eastern Towhee: One f. at Forty Mile Creek Trail May 15 L
(RD,CE).
Clay-colored Sparrow#: One at Confederation Park May 11
(RD); three SM at Conc 6 W of Valens Rd [HM] May 14-18 (RD;
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m.obs.); one at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 L (MJa); two SM at Conc
5 & Middletown Rd [HM] May 19 (BC); two SM at Northlands
Nursery, Millgrove [HM] May 19 (SCh); one SM at City View
Park, Burlington May 25 (DF), and two there May 27-31 (AWi).
Field Sparrow: Two at Fifty Point C.A. and one at Forty Mile
Creek Trail May 15 L (RD,CE).
Vesper Sparrow: Three E of Burloak Dr/Great Lakes Blvd Apr
21 F (MJ); one SM at Conc 5 & Sheffield Rd May 12 (AWi,KWi);
one at City View Park, Burlington May 11-31 (DF,RF; m.obs.);
two SM at Howell Rd W of Burt Rd [BR] May 16 (RD,CE).
Savannah Sparrow: Six at Bronte Apr 15 F (MJ).
Grasshopper Sparrow#: One SM at Grass Lake May 2 * (RD);
two at McMaster Forest, Lower Lions Club Rd [HM] May 8 (RPr);
two SM at Conc 6 W of Westover [HM] May 9 (LMa,LTe); seven

Green-winged Teal at Cootes Paradise - 10 April 2013 - photo Dan Cornell

SM at Conc 6 W of Valens Rd May 14-18 (RD; m.obs.); two at
Paddy Greene Rd S of Powerline Rd [HM] May 21 (RPr).
Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Edgelake Park (CE) and one at Shell
park (BKr) May 2 *; seven at Fifty Point C.A. May 15 (RD,CE);
two at Frances Ave Woods May 29 L (BH).
White-throated Sparrow: 22 at Confederation Park May 1
(RD); 37 at Fifty Point C.A. May 15 (RD,CE).
White-crowned Sparrow: 35 at Fifty Point. May 15 (RD,CE).
Dark-eyed Junco: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 11 L (RD,CE).
Scarlet Tanager: One at Shoreacres May 5 * (CE); four at Fifty
Point C.A. May 15 (RD,CE).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: 9 at Rock Chapel [HM] May 9 (SD).
Indigo Bunting: One at Middletown Marsh [HM] May 12* (BC).
Eastern Meadowlark: One at Confederation Park May 5 L
(RD,CE,DD).
Rusty Blackbird: One at Edgelake Park and three at Fifty Point
C.A. May 4 L (RD,DD).
Orchard Oriole#: One 1st alt. m. at Confederation Park May 5
* (RD,CE,DD); one 1st alt. m. at Shoreacres May 16 (RD,CE);
one 1st alt. m. at Fifty Point C.A. May 19 (BC); one m. + one f. at
Saddington Park, Port Credit May 23-24 (CE; JLi et al.).
Purple Finch: One m. + one f. at Bronte Apr 30 (MJ); two SM
at Westover Rd N of Conc 8 May 1-2 (PS); one at Chippewa Rd
[HM] May 31 L (RPr).
Red Crossbill#: One terr. m. at Confederation Park May 1-19
(m.obs.; LMa et al.).
Pine Siskin: One at Sunrise Cres, Dundas May 8 (RD); five
at Forty Mile Creek Trail May 15 (RD,CE); one at Blyth Cres,
Oakville [HL] May 16 (JWa); one at St. George St, Brantford
[BR] May 26 (BL).
Please send your bird records for June-August 2013 by Nov 5
to: Rob Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H 3S1; ph:
(905) 628-0297; e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca
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Inspiring Conservation Through Generations
by Gerten Basom

“Our pioneer forefathers were faced with deeply

forested, impenetrable bush land when they arrived
in this area. By law they had to clear their free land
and farm it”. (St Williams Interpretive Centre, Canada’s First

Forestry Station).

I

n the October issue of the Wood Duck, Bill Lamond put forth a
call for “good news stories” based on the bad news syndrome
we seem to be barraged with on a daily basis. Bad news may
sell newspapers, but good news inspires and encourages us
to move forward with confidence, springing us into action. I
couldn’t help but wish to share such a good news story.
In 1956, on a wing and a prayer, a young couple aged 21 and 24
arrived in Canada from Europe and over time, purchased 40
acres in the rural Peterborough area. These were my parents. As
children, they witnessed the devastation of WWII, both from
an environmental standpoint as well as from great personal loss
of family and friends. My father had made himself a solemn
promise that he would seek out a new life as an adult, in an
attempt to change the course of outcome he had witnessed.
With the purchase of their first five acres of barren farmland,
my mother planted over 2,000 seedlings by hand while in her
early 20s. Fast forward almost 60 years later and those 40 acres
of land are now a completely reforested area with a mature
assortment of deciduous and coniferous, native trees.
Inspired by their ideals of conservation and preservation, my
husband and I purchased our own little piece of land, 25 years
ago. With considerably less acreage (two acres in our case), we
planted trees and reconstructed our property to house a tiny
pond, dependent on rain and runoff. Situated next to woods
and open fields, the property draws a wide variety of wildlife
throughout the year. A few years ago, while on a hike through the
Dundas Valley Conservation Authority I stumbled upon some
naturalists who recommended an individual who could supply
us with Wood Duck boxes for our pond. At that point we had
never witnessed Wood Ducks in this area. I quickly contacted
the individual and literally overnight we had installed a Wood
Duck box on our pond and one on our neighbour’s pond that
was much larger and deeper. That fall, we were visited by Wood
Ducks and Hooded Mergansers as they scouted out the boxes
for the following spring. By early spring the following year, our
Wood Ducks and Hooded Mergansers had returned and began
their courtship process on both ponds, each across the road
from one another. In the wild, Wood Ducks may hatch out
3-4 chicks in the caverns of trees. With the assistance of Wood
Duck boxes (think “condos” for Wood Ducks), quite often these
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boxes hatch out as many eggs as the Wood Ducks and Hooded
Mergansers will lay. In our case, the first season hatched out 17
eggs, whereas our neighbour’s box hatched out 30 (both Wood
Ducks and Hooded Mergansers). I was astounded. To our
great delight, once Wood Duck nesting season was over, Great
Crested Flycatchers moved in and hatched out young as well.
These boxes double for all sorts of birds, from Eastern ScreechOwls (which have roosted in our box, using them for their
cache of mice, winter after winter), to Tree Swallows, Northern
House Wren, American Kestrels and the Northern Saw-Whet
Owls, among others. Ducks Unlimited produces a wonderful
Nest Box Guide for Waterfowl with detailed instruction on how
to install and follow through with care and upkeep of these
boxes. Last fall, with the help of others, we installed two more
Wood Duck boxes –one on a neighbouring property and the
other on the Amaolo Sanctuary. Early this spring, the Amaolo
Sanctuary housed a female Wood Duck and late this summer,
remnants of hatchings were found from that nesting as well
as from an additional layered nest and hatchings of a Great
Crested Flycatcher.
To date, over a five year period, these boxes have cumulatively
hatched out over 300 new birds. This spring we were inundated
by three pairs or Wood Ducks all vying for these boxes. We’ve
begun to notice Wood Duck caverns in nearby woods where
other returning females have started hatching out their young.
By the late 1800s to early 1900s, extinction of the Wood Duck
seemed imminent as the species had virtually disappeared
from much of its former range. In response to the Migratory
Bird Treaty established in 1916, Wood Duck populations
began to recover slowly. By ending unregulated hunting and
taking measures to protect remaining habitat, Wood Duck
populations began to rebound in the 1920s. The development
of the artificial nesting box in the 1930s gave an additional
boost to Wood Duck production. This species was saved.
Replanting and assisting with nesting boxes can and does, turn
things around.
The power of one can change many things.

Next Bird Study Group Meeting
18 Nov. (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group
Meeting. This month: Forest Birds at Risk with Jody
Allair from Bird Studies Canada. Come early for social
time with bird- friendly coffee. Burlington Senior’s Centre,
2285 New Street, Burlington, Auditorium B. Lots of free
parking near the New Central Library.
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© photo Dan Cornell
Blue-winged Teal at West Pond, Cootes Paradise - 10 April 2013 - photo by
Dan Cornell

Nodding Ladies’ Tresses at Crieff
Bog - 15 September 2013 - photo
Diane Green

Shadow Darner at Crieff Bog
15 September 2013 - photo
George Holland
Black-horned Tree Cricket at Waterworks Park,
Brantford - 30 Sep 2013 - photo Bill Lamond

Next HNC Monthly Meeting
Monday, 4 November - 7:30 p.m.

Speaker: Rick Ludkin
Topic: The Matangwe (Kenya) Bird Studies Club
In Jan/Feb 2013, Rick spent 4 weeks in a small village in rural western Kenya.
This was the beginning of what he hopes will be a long term project. Using
donated guide books and binoculars, he taught grade 6, 7 & 8 students how to
watch/identify, monitor and then band the birds in their area with a view, in the
long run, to developing an expertise that they can use to participate in research
and in the growing eco-tourism business. The Matangwe Bird Club grew out
of this project. The talk will be an outline of the results, to date, of that project.

© photo Gerten Basom

Wood Duck inspecting nest box at Gerten
Basom’s residence, Ancaster - 20 April 2013

© Photo Dan Cornell
Wood Duck at West Pond, Cootes Paradise on 21 April 2013 - We think of Wood Ducks as a common species and they are - thankfully.
But this wasn’t always the case. A century ago this species was threatened with extinction. A good news story that it is still with us. See
article on facing page about Gerten Basom’s efforts to help this species - and others species too!
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Renew Your Membership !

Please remember that our membership year runs from September 1st through August 31st. It is
important to renew as soon as possible for the 2013-2014 year to ensure you do not miss any
issues of the Wood Duck. If you have not renewed by the beginning of November, then unfortunately the
November issue will be your last. Renewals can be made electronically through PayPal via our website, by
mail, or in person at any of our monthly meetings.
A critically important part of our mandate is to help preserve the natural environment and we do this by
being a strong voice for nature at various government levels. In order for our Club to exert real
pressure on such issues, it is very important to demonstrate that we represent a large and dedicated group
of local citizens. To that end we need you! Your membership in our Club and your donations give us
the clout and the resources to provide strong and valued representation.
from Membership Director, Maggie Sims

© photo Diane Green

Eastern Meadowlark in flight at Bronte Creek Provincial Park. Talk about a feather-by-feather
study! - May 2011 - photo Mike Veltri
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