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A very appropriate cover photo for an April issue but this snake was photographed on 12 December 2015 on the north shore of
Cootes Paradise - photo Peter Thoem. “This individual was reasonably active and it coiled into a defensive pose and even lunged at
me a few times when it felt I was too close”. Really not too surprising this individual was active as it is a south facing slope and the
temperature was 8.4o C with double-digit highs the previous three days. Nonetheless, a very notable record and in keeping with this very
mild winter that has passed.
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An incredibly early active American Toad at Olympic Woods on 1 February 2016 - photo Joanne Redwood. Ed. note: This could be the earliest
toad on record in Hamilton and has to be one of the earliest records ever in Ontario. Within a few days of this record, temperatures returned to normal
winter temperatures with exceptionally cold temperatures prevailing on 14 February (-23.6oC). It is highly unlikely that this toad would have survived
this unless it dug itself underground somewhat when temperatures began to turn. It is assumed that American Toads have to dig themselves below the
frost line to survive the winter as it is suspected that toads cannot survive being frozen. However, I think toads must have the ability to survive some
tissue freezing and perhaps they can protect vital tissues from freezing with “anti-freeze” in the manner of other amphibians, such as Wood Frogs and
Spring Peepers. About 10 years ago I uncovered a torpid toad in my backyard on the ground surface, under a layer of leaves, in late March or early
April. That toad had obviously wintered in that spot as it had not been warm previous to this. Thus this toad was obviously subjected to long periods of
freezing temperatures and must have been frozen to some degree.
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Editor’s notes……
This “spring” issue is replete with winter records of spring species. Winter is not long past and the memories of the
incredible periods of warm weather (sometimes closely followed by intense cold) are still fresh. Scattered throughout
this issue are photographic reminders and articles of how mild our winter was. One wonders how detrimental this
wild weather can be on our herpetofuana. For instance that American Toad photographed on February 1: two days
later on February 3 it was 16.2oC in Hamilton. What was that toad doing 11 days later on February 14 when the low
temperature was -23.6oC! – a difference of almost 40oC or 72oF. Truly amazing swings in temperature. Species that are
not terribly frost tolerant such as the mole salamanders could have been adversely affected if they had broken their
winter slumbers in early February. The exceptionally early “spring” bird migrants this winter would have been much
better able to tolerate the return of normal winter temperatures compared to the amphibians, but still, they must have
questioned their decision to fly north this soon. Of course wild winter weather with rapid swings in temperature is
nothing new. However, I wonder with global warming whether this past winter may have been the strangest in living
memory. And something to think about: With CO2 levels expected to rise markedly in the next few decades, is it
possible that winters like this past one will become “normal”.

Hamilton Christmas Bird Count - 26 December 2015
by Rob Porter

T

he 95th Hamilton Christmas Bird Count was held on
Saturday, December 26 under mild and slightly windy
conditions. Most of the day was overcast, with some spitting
rain near the end of the afternoon. The overall number of birds
counted was the second lowest in 30 years, despite having a
higher than average number of counters in the field and a high
“party hours” total.

than usual were counted this
year despite more effort put into
“introduced species birding” in the
urban downtown core this year.
Although most species were low in
numbers, there are a couple notable
exceptions.

Participants: 95
Total species on Count day: 94 (10-year avg 105)
Additional Count week species: 5
Total individual birds: 38,352 (10-year avg 63,165)

For the second year in a row, Carolina Wren had a record count,
this year at 64. This was 12 more than last year’s record. This steady
incline in the last ten years as it pushes its territory northwards,
has occurred even with two bitterly cold winters back to back.
Additionally, at 887 counted, the American Goldfinch saw its
best year by far since 2009.

No new species were reported, however one new hybrid (Herring
x Great Black-backed Gull) was counted and a single House Wren
was counted for the second time ever in the history of this count.
Compared to the previous year, species that were not found
in as great as numbers were mostly ducks and gulls, which is

Rob Porter, January 2015 photo Lyle Jeakins.

After Count Week was finished, the vagrants and rarities
appeared, and we barely missed adding Rusty Blackbird, Gray
Catbird, Palm Warbler, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, and Bohemian
Waxwing to the count week. Ah well.
Thank-you to all of our counters for your efforts in this 95th year!
Below is the full list of species and count:

Great Horned Owl in woodlot on Hamilton Mountain, 26 December 2015
- photo Rob Porter.

not surprising without any ice on Lake Ontario or Hamilton
Harbour on Count day. Additionally, nearly 3,000 fewer starlings
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Common Loon 7, Horned Grebe 1, Pied-billed Grebe 1, Rednecked Grebe 4, Double-crested Cormorant 110, Great Blue
Heron 8, Trumpeter Swan 176, Canada Goose 4571, Cackling
Goose 2, Mute Swan 129, Tundra Swan 46, Gadwall 54,
American Wigeon 2, American Black Duck 210, Mallard 2888,
Mallard x American Black Duck (hybrid) 8, Northern Shoveler
126, Northern Pintail 3, Green-winged Teal 176, Canvasback
195, Redhead 42, Ring-necked Duck 11, Greater Scaup 2077,
Lesser Scaup 488, Surf Scoter 24, White-winged Scoter 276,
Black Scoter 6, Long-tailed Duck 2307, Bufflehead 422, Common
Goldeneye 1550, Hooded Merganser 89, Common Merganser
191, Red-breasted Merganser 195, Ruddy Duck 234, unidentified
duck sp. 505, Bald Eagle 7, Northern Harrier 1, Sharp-shinned
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Tree Sparrow 456, Fox Sparrow 1, Song Sparrow 12, Swamp
Sparrow 2, White-throated Sparrow 28, White-crowned Sparrow
3, Dark-eyed Junco 1024, Northern Cardinal 424, Red-winged
Blackbird 5, Common Grackle 1, Purple Finch 1, House Finch
291, Pine Siskin 5, American Goldfinch 887, House Sparrow 2326.

Northern Mockingbird in Coldspring Valley, 26 December 2015 - photo
Rob Porter.

Hawk 7, Cooper’s Hawk 13, Red-tailed Hawk 139, American
Kestrel 8, Merlin 7, Peregrine Falcon 3, Wild Turkey 24,
American Coot 167, Sandhill Crane 1, Ring-billed Gull 2236,
Herring Gull 428, Herring x Great Black-backed Gull (hybrid)
1, Iceland Gull 1, Great Black-backed Gull 146, unidentified gull
sp. 41, Rock Pigeon 2595, Mourning Dove 415, Eastern ScreechOwl 10, Great Horned Owl 6, Belted Kingfisher 8, Red-bellied
Woodpecker 84, Downy Woodpecker 237, Hairy Woodpecker
95, Northern Flicker 5, Pileated Woodpecker 8, Northern Shrike
1, Blue Jay 331, American Crow 682, Common Raven 3, Horned
Lark 2, Black-capped Chickadee 1578, Tufted Titmouse 4, Redbreasted Nuthatch 12, White-breasted Nuthatch 239, Brown
Creeper 19, Carolina Wren 64, House Wren 1, Winter Wren 16,
Golden-crowned Kinglet 14, Eastern Bluebird 14, Hermit Thrush
1, American Robin 294, Northern Mockingbird 10, European
Starling 5377, Cedar Waxwing 294, Eastern Towhee 1, American

Observers: Alfred Adamo, Susan Bamford, Gerten Basom, Terry
Basom, Joe Bau, Luke Bau, Jasmone Betti, Laurel Boatman,
Barrie Boatman, Jody Bootsma, Mike Boyd, Hazel Broker,
Rob Buchanen, Wayne Bullock, Ron Campeau, Barb Canney,
Susan Carson, Shena Chisholm, Michael Clark, Barry Coombs,
Bill Crins, Bob Curry, Martin Daly, Sandy Darling, Edward
Dinniwell, Robert Dinniwell, Graham Dinniwell, Dave Don,
Bryan Drown, Chris Friis, Woody Galloway, Derek Garvey,
Denys Gardiner, Dawn Graham, Monica Grantham, Georg
Hentsch, Meryl Hodnett, Simon Jeeves, Beth Jefferson, Mark
Jennings, Andrew Keaveney, Marianne Knight & family, Victoria
Koch, Ursula Kolster, Manfred Kolster, Bill Lamond, Laura Lee,
Gordon Lewer, Joan Lindley, Joyce Litster, Bruce Mackenzie,
Stu Mackenzie, Dave Maltby, Len Manning, Lou Marsh, Owen
McGregor, Sheldon McGregor, Gord McNulty, Matt Mills, Dave
Moffatt, Claire Molloy, Frank Morley, Chris Motherwell, Dilia
Narduzzi, George Naylor, Ben Oldfield, John Olmsted, Corry
Pepper, Gretchen Perry, Bill Pocock, Rob Porter, Bill Read,
Wayne Renaud, David Restivo, Pete Scholtens, Caleb Scholtens,
Glenda Slessor, Bill Smith, Bob Stamp, Mike Street, Chris Street,
Andy Tanas, Peter Thoem, Tom Thomas, Phil Waggett, Rob
Waldhuber, Mike Waldhuber, Joan Wallace, Ken Williams, Angie
Williams, Ross Wood, Brian Wylie.

Green Frogs React to Balmy December Weather
by Paul D. Smith

insects around and they may have to depend on eating aquatic
he mild temperatures we experienced
invertebrates and small fish, of which there are plenty, if they’re
this past December kept the Green
going to make it through until spring.
Frogs active in the pond behind our house
well into the “winter” season here in West
Flamborough. Unlike other times of the
year, it’s not typically the sunny days Paul Smith, 14 Sep 2014 photo Dave Reddick.
when they’re most active, but the overcast
days when the air temperatures are at their highest. On the day
this photo was taken (21 December, 2015), the air temperature
reached 9oC while the water remained a chilly 2oC. Dozens of
young Green Frogs climbed up, out of the water, to soak up some
of the “warmth”. The more adventurous, like the one in the photo,
climbed up onto the broken down rushes to expose themselves to
the warm air as much as possible. Even without the sun, the 7oC
difference must make it worth their effort.

T

Curiously, it was only the young of the year taking part in this
exercise. There were no larger frogs involved although they are
certainly in the pond. One also has to wonder what this does
to their fat reserves and their ability to make it through the rest
of the winter when it turns colder. There are not any terrestrial
The Wood Duck - April, 2016

Juvenile Green Frog basking in 9 oC temperatures on 21 December 2015
in West Flamborough - photo Paul D. Smith.
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What to do with Orphaned, Sick or Injured Wildlife
by Felicia Radassao

I

t will soon be baby season for most species of wildlife and it is
around this time when people may be able to get a glimpse of
them with their mothers. However sometimes we may find young
wildlife without their parents and we may feel the need to intervene.
It is natural to want to help defenceless young, but although it is well
intentioned, in some cases intervening can do more harm than good
depending on the species and stage of the young’s development.
Many wildlife animals, such as deer and rabbits leave their young
for long periods of time. For example, rabbit mothers only visit
their young twice daily to feed their offspring; baby rabbits are then
usually found alone in their burrows and often assumed to have
been abandoned when they have not.
Young birds can be tricky,
especially fledglings as they are at
the stage of independence from
the nest. Their parents still feed
and protect them, but they are
not always nearby as they could
be away foraging or feeding other
young. If the young bird is fully
feathered, possibly with some
Parent birds leave fledglings to find wisps of downy feathers, then
food, but return often to feed their it is a fledgling and can be left
young - photo Felicia Radassao.
alone. However, if the bird is in
immediate danger such as crossing a road, in a pool, being stalked
by a cat or harassed by a dog, then it is time to intervene and remove
the bird from danger and/or remove the cat or dog. During hot
sunny days, fledglings may be caught on a lawn or driveway with no
shelter from the sun. Keep an eye on the bird throughout the day and
ask yourself – Is it alert? Are there any trees or bushes nearby? Is it
moving towards trees or bushes? If the answer is no and some time
has passed, then the bird can be moved to nearby shade or materials
can be used to provide shade. If you touch the bird remember to
wash your hands.

If a naked or semi feathered baby bird is found, it should be put
back in the nest. Don’t worry about touching the bird and leaving
human scent on it as birds have a poor sense of smell. The adults
will not abandon their chicks if they have been touched by humans.
If the nest cannot be found or reached, then a wildlife rehabilitator
authorized to take in birds or small animals should be contacted
immediately. Baby birds have very demanding feeding requirements
and are sensitive to changes in temperature and humidity.
Sometimes young animals wander off from their dens or leave
the nest. If they are not injured or in immediate danger (such as
travelling on a road), it is best that they be left alone. The mother
may be close and will relocate them if given enough space to do
so. If it is suspected that young have been abandoned, then keep
an eye on them from a distance for a few hours to a day. Check
to see if there are any dead or alive adults nearby as they could
be one of the parents. If there is no sign of a parent after a couple
hours, or if you are not sure what species the parents are, call
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a licensed wildlife rehabilitator
before intervening. They can
provide assistance on what to
do next and advise on whether
or not to intervene. A list of
wildlife rehabilitation centres in
Ontario is provided below and
Felicia Radassao and Buba.
can be found on the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry website (http://www.
ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/find-wildlife - rehabilitator).
Licensed wildlife rehabilitators provide temporary care for sick,
injured, or orphaned wildlife and they should be called ahead
in case there is no space available at that particular centre or
to arrange how the wildlife will reach the centre. Those calling
should consider that they may have to transport the animal(s) to
the wildlife rehabilitation centre.
Additional information about sick, injured, or abandoned wildlife
and rehabilitation centres can be found on the OMNRF website,
as well as rehabilitation centre websites.
OMNRF:http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/find
-wildlife-rehabilitator
http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/wildlife-and-nature
The Owl Foundation: http://www.theowlfoundation.ca/
Urban Wildlife Care: http://www.urbanwildlifecare.com/
Toronto Wildlife Center: https://www.torontowildlifecentre.com/

Buck Cooperation
by Joanna Chapman

I

live beside a hillside in Dundas
on which a herd of deer regularly
travel. A few weeks ago I watched as
a herd of seven females meandered
along behind my house. The herd
stopped, and foraged around a bit. Then I noticed two
bucks coming up from behind the herd, one buck was
larger and older than the other, but both were mature.
What they did next was pretty amazing. They worked
as a pair, much like sheepdogs, and cut two of the most
mature females away from the other five. They did this
very slowly and carefully, lowering their antlers to the
younger deer and definitely shooing them away.
After chasing the five rejected deer away, the two bucks
herded the two chosen deer back along the hillside
towards land owned by the Conservation Authority.
I would be interested to know if anyone else as
witnessed this interesting behaviour.
The Wood Duck - April, 2016

For Immediate Release
February 23rd, 2016

Hamiltonians will be able to breathe
easier thanks to the Trees Please Hamilton—Green Solution to
Air Pollution Project
Hamilton—The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club (HNC) and
Environment Hamilton (EH) are combining organizational
expertise in a project designed to improve Hamilton’s air quality
through strategic planting of native trees, shrubs and plants in six
lower city neighbourhoods.
Trees Please Hamilton will offer unique opportunities for
community volunteers to become ‘citizen scientists’ by collecting
air particulate pollution data and helping to conduct urban tree
inventories to evaluate the health of the urban forest. Volunteers
will assist in analyzing the air and tree data to identify priority
planting locations where air particulate levels are high and the
urban forest is unhealthy. Community members will then help
with selecting tree species to be planted and will be invited to
participate in planting events that target these priority locations.
More vegetation will improve the health of Hamilton’s urban
forest, thereby improving local air quality by reducing particulate
pollution levels, not to mention mitigating the impacts of climate
change, creating more shade and shelter for humans and wildlife,
and enhancing neighbourhood aesthetics and quality of life.
“We are excited to work on this project which will provide
opportunities for neighbourhoods to improve both their air
quality and urban forest, helping to bring nature to the city,” says
Jen Baker, Land Trust Manager, Hamilton Naturalists’ Club.
“The project creatively combines elements of several projects

already underway within each organization and focuses on
providing hands on solutions for neighbourhoods to help fix
the issues identified by the environmental monitoring they
undertake,” says EH Executive Director, Lynda Lukasik.
Over the course of the project, neighbourhood-based workshops,
walkabouts and information sessions to talk about the results
of the air monitoring and tree inventory work will be offered.
Additionally, specific skills training will be made available including
how to grow trees from seed, simple ways to reduce your impacts
on neighbourhood air quality, and how to strategically plant trees to
save energy at home.
Trees Please Hamilton is funded by the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. The three-year grant runs from January 2016 to
December 2018, totalling $345,000. The leading grant-making
foundation in Canada, the Ontario Trillium Foundation
strengthens the capacity of the voluntary sector through
investments in community-based initiatives. An agency of
the Government of Ontario, OTF builds healthy and vibrant
communities: www.otf.ca
Media inquiries: Lynda Lukasik - Environment Hamilton
TEL: (905) 549-0900 Email: contactus@environmenthamilton.org
Jen Baker – Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
TEL: (905) 523-3339 email land@hamiltonnature.org

Hello Hamilton Naturalists’ Club!
by Andrew Avsec

I

am pleased to introduce myself as the new Trees Please
Coordinator for the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. I am very
excited to drive this community-based initiative in Hamilton’s
core, restoring natural vegetation and greening up our city!
A little about myself and how I got here. I was raised in greater
Hamilton, and attended McMaster University for economics and
political science. Later on, I attended the University of Toronto
and achieved a Master’s Degree in Forest Conservation from the
Faculty of Forestry. During the completion of my degree, I worked
on many forestry related projects and travelled throughout
Ontario. Ultimately I focused my research on Species at Risk in
central Ontario, particularly the Blanding’s Turtle.
After the completion of my degree, I started as a Forester at
the Haliburton Forest and Wild Life Reserve Ltd. the first FSCcertified forest in Canada. For two years, I was responsible for
selecting which trees to harvest, and for auditing the logging
The Wood Duck - April, 2016

contractors in their adherence to
stringent management standards.
During this time I worked exclusively
in the forest, learning the dynamics of
managed forest stands.
After my time at the “Wild Life”, I
returned to species at risk work with the
Provincial government. Last summer,
I led a team in mapping endangered
species occurrences throughout central
Ontario ahead of the annual Forestry
work schedule. We identified hundreds Andrew Avsec and friend,
28 October 2015 - photo
of values which will enhance habitat
Anna Almero.
protection for species at risk while
creating certainty for industry.
Now, I have my sights set on Urban Forestry, and I can think of no
worthier project than enhancing green space in Hamilton. The new
Trees Please project is partnering with Environment Hamilton
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to improve air quality by engaging local neighbourhoods in the
establishment and maintenance of the urban forest. The initiative
will provide guidance and support for growing seedlings,
identifying and assessing trees, inventory, maintenance and most
importantly planting and native restoration!

So join me in improving Hamilton’s urban forest! Come out and
plant a tee, helping to grow our urban jungle! I look forward to
meeting you at HNC events and can be reached at hnctrees@
gmail.com.

The Secret Lives of Red-shouldered Hawks
At the Annual Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch Banquet

We have a special treat in store for the Annual Meeting and Banquet. Dr. Cheryl Dykstra is going to talk about “Secret Lives of
Red-shouldered Hawks - the Fascinating and Little-known Behaviours of our Wild Neighbours”.
Cheryl is an independent consultant in Cincinnati, Ohio, and has been the Editor-in-chief of the Journal of Raptor Research
for the last ten years. She earned her M.S. and Ph.D. in Wildlife Ecology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she
studied Bald Eagles nesting along the shores of Lake Superior, and has since published more than 30 papers in peer-reviewed
ornithological journals. After graduation she worked for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. Cheryl and her colleagues have studied the ecology of Red-shouldered Hawks in southern Ohio for the last
19 years, during which time they have banded more than 2,200 nestling Red-shouldered Hawks and have recently used cameras
to study nesting behaviour. You can learn more about her studies by visiting http://redshoulderedhawkstudy.com/.
The Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch has one of the highest counts of Red-shouldered Hawks for spring migration sites, and so
it is fitting that we have such a well-qualified speaker to talk about this beautiful bird. Please make a special effort to come to
St Andrews Church in Grimsby on Saturday, April 16. Socializing and the bucket raffle begin at 5:00 p.m. and dinner around
6:15. As always we welcome contributions to the bucket raffle and you can inform one of the members of the executive if you
plan to contribute an item.
Tickets are $35 for members and $45 for non-members. We encourage you to bring friends for what should be a great evening
to chat and learn.

Next HNC Monthly Meeting
11 April (Monday) 7:30 p.m.

RBG HQ, Plains Road W, Burlington
Save the Salamanders. Salamanders are one of the most
at risk group of vertebrate animals in the world. Currently,
around half of all salamander species are threatened
with the risk of extinction. Due to the salamanders’
hidden lifestyles, many people never encounter them,
therefore their decline goes largely unnoticed by the lay
community. Our speaker, Matt Ellerbeck, is a salamander
conservationist who runs the project “Save the
Salamanders”. He is licensed with the Ontario Ministry
of Natural Resources and is a Partner of the Amphibian
Survival Alliance (ASA), which is the world’s largest
partnership for amphibian conservation. The Amphibian
Ark also featured him as one of their Amphibian
Ambassadors. The AArk is a joint effort of three principal
partners; the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums,
the IUCN Conservation Breeding Specialist Group, and the
Amphibian Survival Alliance. Matt’s efforts to contribute
to salamander conservation via outreach education
earned him an award from the Cataraqui Conservation
Authority. Aside from educational efforts, he is also
currently involved with a study of salamanders in the
Thousand Islands Ecosystem for Parks Canada.
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A Very Early Deer Tick in Hamilton
by Sarah Lamond and Bill Lamond

O

n February 20th, a very early Deer Tick was encountered in
the Hamilton area. One of the authors (SL) was at the Royal
Botanical Gardens Arboretum with Kate Gardiner, walking
the family dog (April) and feeding the chickadees along the
Captain Cootes Trail down to the boathouse. It was a very nice,
unseasonably warm day, about 13oC and the trail was quite
muddy, so the dog was walking off to the side of the trail where it
was drier. This caused her to walk through some leaf litter from
time to time. The total time at the RBG was about one hour. On
the drive home, SL happened to notice a tiny bug crawling on
April’s ear. Giving it a closer look, she noticed it looked like a very
small tick. Due to the fact it was so small, she thought it was a Deer
Tick, but wasn’t positive, so it
was put into an empty bottle
and brought home in order to
identify it later.
Once home, we determined
it was a male Deer (Blacklegged) Tick from a computer
search of Deer Tick photos.
Barb McKean of the Royal
Botanical Gardens confirmed
there were no previous
reports of this species from
the Royal Botanical Gardens
properties, and indeed a recent The tick in question - Male Deer Tick
from Royal Botanical Gardens, 20
Government of Ontario map February 2016 - photo Bill Lamond.
does not include Hamilton in
this species known Ontario range. However, it is not surprising
that it has now been found in Hamilton as its Ontario range
has expanded rapidly in the last 30 years – it was only a matter
of time. This is the tick species that transmits Lyme Disease

from the bite of an infected
individual, a disease that has
become much more prevalent
in Ontario as well as much of
the northeastern United States
as far west as the North Dakota
border.
One may wonder why a male Sarah Lamond, 24 October 2015 photo Bill Lamond.
Deer Tick was on our dog as it is
only the female ticks that seek a blood meal. Male ticks indeed do
not feed but hitch a ride in the hopes of increasing their chances

of finding a female that they can then mate with. Of note here was
not only the new location for this species but also the incredibly
early date for this species to be active. One would think that as
for most ticks, Deer Ticks would become active when it gets
relatively warm in late March and April. Apparently this early
date is not unusual. The larger adult stage Deer Ticks that are left
over from the fall (didn’t find a host), emerge from
under the snow as soon as the ground thaws. They
can be active anytime the temperature is above
freezing as long as the ground is not frozen or
snow covered. Likely the warm temperatures on
February 20 made this tick active, searching for a
furry animal to come by.

The dog in question (April, Bichon), 22 October
2012 - photo Sarah Lamond.
Lyme Disease Risk Areas 2015 - from Government of Ontario.
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Greater White-fronted Goose (one of two) at Jones Road at Lake Ontario on 26 January 2016 - photo Joanne
Redwood. Ed. note: I believe that this individual was a spring migrant. Certainly more geese and other waterfowl came into
the province in the following week and these were unquestionably migrants that had come in with the exceptionally mild
weather and strong south winds. However, some people may think this White-fronted Goose pair was simply over-looked
and had been present somewhere nearby all winter. I think this is possible but unlikely, and I think that this pair of geese
were the vanguard of the moderate numbers of waterfowl migrants noted in the next 10-14 days. It seems ridiculously
early to migrate and it may seem inappropriate to call them spring migrants, but that’s exactly what they are.

Spring Camping at Point Pelee National Park
May 9 to May 12 2016

We have reserved spots in Point Pelee National Park.
Tent Camping only. Camper’s list is full. There is a waiting list. As in the
past, HNC members are welcome to stop by and visit at our tent site,
which is the same as last year at White Pine.
Note the location change; we will not be in the Group Campground.
Leader: Frank Morley 905-575-0668
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The Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch with Mike Street
by Michael Rowlands

T

here was a full agenda for attendees at the January meeting
of the Bird Study Group chaired by Bruce Mackenzie, the
BSG director.
First, Rob Porter gave a summary of the 95th annual Hamilton
Christmas Bird Count (CBC), held on Boxing Day 2015. The
mild weather conditions brought out 95 participants who
counted 94 species on the day (and five more during Count
Week) and just over 38,000 birds, which was the second lowest
total in the history of the Count. Notably a House Wren was seen,
just the second time on this Count. Duck and gull counts were
down considerably but Carolina Wren posted a new high (62),
as did Merlin (7), Double-crested Cormorant (110), and Hooded
Merganser (189). American Goldfinch had its best showing since
2009 at 886 individuals. New this year, were digitized maps of
the 50 or so zones and the town of Dundas was added. There was
good publicity for the Count from both the Hamilton Spectator
and the CBC Hamilton website.
This was followed by Bruce’s summary of another CBC: the
first annual Peach Tree CBC, held on January 2nd. It’s a brand
new count in a circle 15 miles in diameter east of Hamilton that
includes Grimsby, Grassie, Smithville and Caistorville. The 32
counters found 72 species (plus three other species during Count
Week) and slightly more than 35,000 birds, the majority of them
ducks on Lake Ontario between Grays Road in Stoney Creek and
Nelles Road in Grimsby. This Count established a baseline for
future counts and attracted new birders and experienced birders
alike. Bruce thanked all the participants and invited everyone in
the group to join in next year.

Next George Naylor delivered a synopsis of the January “duck
count”, whose full name is the Lake Ontario Mid-winter Waterfowl
Census, part of a larger inventory taken by counters all around the
Great Lakes that has been in effect for about 50 years. While the
Hamilton counters only had about 30 species, an average number,
George claims we have the highest diversity of waterfowl on Lake
Ontario. Missing this year was Northern Pintail. Numbers were
down 80-90% for diving ducks this year. The counters also track
wintering Bald Eagles and this year they had none, versus 11 seen
last year. New volunteers on the count this year were Rob Porter,
Len Manning, and Peter and Caleb Scholtens.
The main event was a presentation by Mike Street on the Niagara
Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH). Now a retired electrical engineer,
Mike has been involved for many years with the Hawk Migration
Association of North America, the NPH, and the downtown
Hamilton (Peregrine) Falcon Watch.
The Hawkwatch began in 1975 after George Meyers and Dave
Copeland had noticed that lots of raptors passed through the
Grimsby Point area every spring; it’s now in its 42nd year!
Counters are at Beamer Memorial Conservation Area in
The Wood Duck - April, 2016

Grimsby every day, weather
permitting, between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m. from March
to May 15.

1

The unique geography
at Grimsby Point is what
concentrates the raptors Mike Street in front of the NPH viewing
through this area each tower, January 1998 - from NPH website.
springtime. Raptors prefer to fly around large bodies of water
because they get no lift over the water. Lift saves them flapping
on their long trips from South and Central America. At the west
end of the lake, they find lift from the updrafts at the Niagara
Escarpment that send them spiralling high into the sky so they
can then effortlessly glide a little farther north on their annual
migrations before catching the next updraft.
Because Grimsby Point is only two kilometres from Lake Ontario,
most raptors that get funnelled through this area can easily be seen
over the treetops from the viewing tower. This tower was donated
in 1998 and was built from recycled metal from dryers, washers
and refrigerators. There is also a trail about 0.9 km long through
the Carolinian woodland to the point where you can actually look
down on the birds that prefer to fly lower past the park.
Mike then proceeded to show us a series of slides that featured
the raptors that can normally be seen in a season at Beamer.
These include Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, Redshouldered Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Sharp-shinned Hawk,
Cooper’s Hawk, Northern Goshawk, Turkey Vulture, Osprey,
American Kestrel, Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, Northern Harrier,
Bald Eagle, and Golden Eagle. Swainson’s Hawk, Mississippi Kite
and Swallow-tailed Kite have been seen but are rarities.
Mike invited everyone at the meeting to come to Beamer during
the Hawkwatch and especially appealed to people who wanted
to help with counting, as some of the counters who have served
for many years are now retiring from the game and new eyes are
needed. Training is provided, so you don’t need to be an expert
to start. There is also an Open House every year on the Good
Friday holiday before Easter – this year it’s on March 25. On that
day there are demonstrations and displays and raffle tickets for
great bird-related prizes, so come on down!
Bruce closed the meeting by showing us a funny picture of a
huge Golden Eagle attacking a photographer (but that has never
happened at Beamer because the birds don’t nest there, so don’t
worry). Another educational evening at the Bird Study Group
meeting had once again shown us that “citizen science” is very
strong in the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club – thanks to volunteers
like Mike and all the hawk watchers.
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1 March - 15 May: The Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch’s 42nd season of monitoring the migration of hawks, eagles, falcons and
vultures at Beamer Memorial Conservation Area, Quarry Rd off Ridge Rd W., Grimsby. Except in very bad weather, counters are present
every day from 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. EST / 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EDT. Visitors always welcome. Information: Bruce Mackenzie 905-6434526, katina@sympatico.ca or Mike Street - 905-648-3737, mikestreet1@gmail.com.

3 April (Sunday) 2-3:30 p.m. Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, meet at
Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.
3 April (Sunday) 10 a.m. to noon. RBG Reptile Ranger at RBG Centre. For ages 6 to 9. Learn why turtles are so important; check
out the exhibit “Reptile Rendezvous,” enjoy games, art, stories, crafts. Pre-registration required. Fee: $15/class.
6 April (Wednesday) 7:00 p.m.–9:15. HNC - Woodcocks! Join Sheldon McGregor to see and hear American Woodcocks in early spring
to see their display flight and mating calls. Bring a flashlight,rubber boots, and warm cloths. We will be viewing the birds at dusk and
returning in the dark. Meet at Dundurn Castle, 610 York Blvd. Contact Sheldon at 905-304-8282 or sheldonbirder@hotmail.com.
9 April (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. HNC - Learn to ID Raptors. Meet at the hawk watch tower at Beamer Memorial Conservation
Area, a short walk from parking at Quarry Road. BSG Director Bruce Mackenzie will be demonstrating how to identify raptors in
flight, and give a history of the hawkwatch. This is a great opportunity if you’ve always wanted to help out with the watch but want
some experience identifying raptors in the field first. Bring a pack lunch. Beamer Memorial C.A. is located at 28 Quarry Rd, Grimsby.
10 April (Sunday) 2-3:30 p.m. Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, meet at the
parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.
10 April (Sunday) 2:30-5:30 p.m. Forest Bathing Walk, at RBG Centre, meet at the Admissions Desk. Ben Porchuk, former
RBG Head of Conservation and one of Canada’s first Shinrin-Yoku (Forest Bathing) certified guides leads this 3-hour, very slow,
therapeutic walk. Pre-registration required: Fee: $60.
11 April (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Monthly Meeting. Save the Salamanders. Salamanders are one of the most at risk group
of vertebrate animals in the world. Our speaker, Matt Ellerbeck, is a salamander conservationist who runs the project “Save the
Salamanders” (see more detail on page 176). At the RBG HQ, Plains Road W., Burlington.
16 April (Saturday) 4-6:00 p.m. RBG - Eager to See Beavers at Grindstone Creek at RBG Centre. RBG staff discuss the plants and
animals making a comeback thanks to the marsh restoration efforts. Hike and search for evidence of our national animal; dress for
the weather and muddy trails. Pre-registration required. Family Program. Fee: $12 per adults, $8 per child (3 years and under Free).
17 April (Sunday) 7:30 a.m. to noon. HNC - Early Spring Birding Tour in West Flamborough. Join leader Rob Dobos on a driving tour
of the West Flamborough area to look for early spring migrant and breeding birds. Areas we will check will include the Hyde Tract,
Safari Rd Wetland, Beverly Swamp and various wet fields. Some walking on muddy trails will be involved so bring rubber boots. Meet
at 7:30 a.m. at the Harry Howell Arena at Clappisons Corners for car pooling. From the intersection of Hwy 6 and Hwy 5, go west
on Hwy 5 about 100 m and turn right on North Wentworth Dr, park in the lot on the left. Contact Rob Dobos at rdobos@cogeco.ca
17 April (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike. Cootes North Shore, meet at the Nature
Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. In inclement weather, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.
18 April-May 16 (Mondays) 6:00-8:00 p.m. plus May 28 (Saturday) 1-3:00 p.m. RBG - Introduction to Entomology. At the RBG
Nature Centre. Study insects with Sabrina Hall; classroom sessions wrap up with a field ID session. An Adult Education Series
program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $140.
18 April (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - BSG Meeting. Barn Swallow Conservation: Evaluating the effect of social cues at new nesting
structures. Zoé Lebrun-Southcott, Executive Director & Wildlife Biologist, Bird Ecology and Conservation Ontario. Burlington
Seniors’ Centre, 2285 New Street, Burlington.
18 April (Monday) pre-registration deadline date for Cherry Blossoms by the Light of the Moon at RBG. Seasonal weather
conditions affect blooming time; pre-registration required, you will then be notified of the date two weeks prior. Fee: $40 per adult.
23 April (Saturday) 8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. HNC - Early Migration for New Birders. Join Barry Coombs for an outing with a relaxed pace
geared to beginner birders. We will be looking at early spring migrants at the Valley Inn and along the boardwalk through the Hendrie
Valley. Meet down at the bridges in Valley Inn, at the end of Spring Garden Road, Burlington.

24 April (Sunday) 2 to 3:30 p.m. Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes South Shore, meet
at the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.
27 April (Wednesday) 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. HNC - Nature Hike through Meister Tract. Join us for a leisurely-paced hike through this Grand
River Conservation tract in the farthest northwestern reaches of Flamborough. Migrant birds, early wildflowers, butterflies, dragonflies
-- we’ll be attempting to find and identify many flora and fauna of interest to those in attendance. The Meister Tract is located on Sager
Rd, with the entrance being roughly 200m north of 1183 Sager Road.
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One Saturday of the Month, September to May, 10 a.m. to noon, Jr. Naturalists’ Club at RBG Nature Centre. For 7 to 13 year olds.
Since the club formed in 1986, it has given children learning experiences that generate life-long respect and appreciation for nature.
Jackson Hudecki leads the adventures. Pre-registration required. Fee: $80/child.
1 May (Sunday) 9:00 a.m. HNC - Short Hills Sanctuary Work Party. Come enjoy the old growth forest and spring wild flowers of
our Short Hills Sanctuary. Meet at Battlefield Square Plaza (Value Village) on Hwy 8 for car-pooling or meet at the Sanctuary at
10:00 a.m. This is our annual spring cleanup and work party. Bring a lunch. Moderate to heavy activity. Garlic mustard pulling,
garbage and trail cleanup. Contact Warren Beacham at 905 627-3343 for more details.
1 May (Sunday) 2-3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley, meet
at Cherry Hill Gate parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.
5 May (Thursday) 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. RBG - Forest Bathing Walk. Meet at the Admissions Desk at the RBG Centre. Ben
Porchuk, former RBG Head of Conservation and one of Canada’s first Shinrin-Yoku (Forest Bathing) certified guides leads this
3-hour, very slow, therapeutic walk. Pre-registration required: Fee: $60.
7 May (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. RBG - Spring Wildflower Walk. Meet at Cherry Hill Gate in Hendrie Valley. Dress for the weather,
and be ready for rough terrain. Hike (2.5 to 3.5 hours) is geared for intermediate levels. An Adult Education Series program. Preregistration required. Fee: $15.
8 May (Sunday, Mothers’ Day) 2-3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess
Point, meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.
9 May (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC Monthly Meeting. Rebuilding Bronte’s Natural Infrastructure. Bronte Creek is not as healthy as it
was historically. The proliferation of on-stream dams, channelization of the watercourse and the gentrification of its watershed have
damaged both riparian and in-stream habitats. Our speaker Jack Imhof is Director of Conservation Ecology for Trout Unlimited Canada
and an aquatic ecologist who has spent over 40 years of his life working on river and watershed restoration. He will highlight two
major projects undertaken recently on Bronte Creek. At the RBG HQ, Plains Road W., Burlington.

14 May (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. RBG - Spring Wildflower Walk on North Shore. (meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum location).
Dress for the weather, and be ready for rough terrain. Hikes (2.5 to 3.5 hours) are geared for intermediate levels. An Adult
Education Series program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $15.
14 May (Saturday) 2:00-4:00 p.m. RBG - Turtle Walk. At RBG Centre / Grindstone Creek. Hike the trails to try and spot amphibians!
Family program. Fee: $12 per adults, $8 per child (3 years and under free).
15 May (Sunday) 2:00-3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North Shore, meet at
the Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.
15 May (Sunday) 1:30-3:00 p.m. HNC - Spring Wildflower Walk. Meet Fleur-Ange and Dean for a spring wildflower walk along the
trails of the Dundas Valley. Meet and park at Ancaster Lions Outdoor Pool on Jerseyville Rd. Contact Dean at dgugler@gmail.com.
22 May (Sunday, Victoria Day Weekend) 2:00-3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free Nature hike (donations welcome).
Cootes South Shore, meet at the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update
Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.
28 May (Saturday) 7:00 a.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. At RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. A guided tour of Cootes
Paradise; we supply the canoes, paddles, and life jackets; you bring camera and binoculars, water bottles and snacks also
recommended. An Adult Education Series program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $35 per person.
28 May (Saturday) 7:30-9:30 p.m. RBG - Moonlight and Lilacs. At RBG Arboretum location, Nature Centre. Guided tour, hors d’oeuvres,
music; one drink included with ticket, additional available. Must be 19 years of age or older, Pre-registration required. Fee: $40.
29 May (Sunday) 2:00-3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free Nature hike (donations welcome). Rock Chapel, meet at
parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line 905-527-1158 ext. 404.
29 May (Sunday) 1:00-4:30 p.m. RBG - Early Summer Tree ID. At RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. Begin indoors, then hike
RBG’s trails, learn to ID trees in our area. Tree manual and lens are needed. An Adult Education Series program. Pre-registration
required. Fee: $40 (hike, tree manual, and lens). Fee: $15 (hike only, without tree manual and lens included).
31 May (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. RBG - Paddling in Paradise. At RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum location. A guided tour of Cootes
Paradise; we supply the canoes, paddles, and life jackets; you bring camera and binoculars, water bottles and snacks also
recommended. An Adult Education Series program. Pre-registration required. Fee: $35 per person.
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Understanding Loon Language

by June Hitchcox

W

e learn to understand different languages –
English, perhaps French etc. Now, let’s learn
“Loon”! The loon that most of us hear and see in
Ontario is of course the Common Loon. Loons
are the first in our bird books, at least they were
until a recent re-organization placed them after
waterfowl. Oakville’s wonderful birder, Rosemary
Gaymer, told us in one of her many classes that the
order of the birds is due to scientists cataloguing the first bird
to evolve then many branches through to finches. So loons
have been around for a very long time! Who does not love the
haunting cry of our northern loons? Even if we do not live

can then go up and repeat on another level or even
up to a third level. Tremolo is used to signal an
alarm or at night to advertise and defend territory.
A second call is a “yodel”, my favourite, used only
by the male. It starts with a long, rising call then
wavers up and down. It is the male’s territorial
claim. The third call is a “wail” – three notes first low; second higher; third back down to the
first level. It is used to find each other but also to establish
territory (fight versus flight). The fourth is the hoot – “hoo”,
just one, short note, but can be repeated – a call to maintain
contact with family.

Common Loon family, 8 July 2015, Little Joe Lake,

where they spend their breeding
Sometimes loons combine some
Algonquin Park - photo Sarah Lamond.
time on northern lakes, many of
of these calls - specialists wonder
us spend a few days of the year in the north to savour the
if the loon is confused about what is going on. There are
northland, and in particular, the calls of the Common Loon.
lot of unanswered questions that expert birders, with the
newest equipment, are trying to solve. I hope that you enjoy
Loons arrive back from the east and west coasts plus some
our loons. Google: Common Loon calls – then you will be
from the winter ice-less Great Lakes when the ice in northern
ready to interpret their calls in May-June. Above all, do not
lakes has melted. They are most vocal mid-May to midgo near their nesting area – they may abandon their nest or
June in breeding season. Our loons have four distinctive
young. You know now that when you hear their tremolo call
calls: tremolo; yodel; wail; and hoot, each telling other loons
of distress, that they are desperately asking you to back off.
what is going on. If you can remember these four calls, the
next time you hear a loon, you will know what is going on in
We are blessed having our loons – help to preserve that!
their world. “Tremolo” – slightly up and down on one level or
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Ross’s Geese at 5th Road East on the Hamilton Mountain on 6 February 2016 - photo Joanne Redwood – inset close-up photo Bonnie Kinder. Ed. note:
These exceptionally early migrants were first found the previous day by Joanne Redwood. Ross’s Goose was almost unheard of in Ontario 20 years ago –
it was an exceptional rarity. Now it is a regular, but rare migrant in southern Ontario with Hamilton area occurrences about every other year.

Northern Saw-whet Owl Banding 2015
by Nancy Furber

L

ast year marked our fifth fall season of Northern Saw-whet
Owl (Aegolius acadicus) banding at the Ruthven Park Banding
Station in Cayuga. In addition to our regular program, a pilot
project was established at the Taquanyah Conservation Area, a
135 hectare (335 acre) natural area located 3km west of Ruthven
Park. Taquanyah Conservation Area is a beautiful park with
hardwood forests, coniferous plantations, small ponds, wetlands,
and old pastures. This is ideal habitat for migrating Northern
Saw-whet Owls and this was an opportunity to establish a second
station to monitor whether trapping in different habitats is more
profitable and if individual owls moved from one site to the other.
At Ruthven Park, the nets and sound system were operational on
nineteen evenings (Figure 1) between 8 p.m. and 1 a.m. with net
checks occurring every hour. There were two study areas where
the nets were located in the park. The first was along the river
with a series of five nets using the main sound system and the
second, smaller sound system, was placed among six passerine
The Wood Duck - April, 2016

banding nets, 200 meters inland
from the river. Of the 48 Northern
Saw-whet Owls handled, we banded
42 owls with a nine digit numbered
aluminum “4-short” leg band. The
other six owls were previously Nancy Furber at Ruthven, 23
banded (retraps). One of the retraps Oct. 2015 - photo Rick Ludkin.
had a foreign band number and had been previously banded at
Whitefish Point Bird Observatory, Michigan, USA on September
28, 2015.
At Taquanyah, the nets were opened on five nights (Figure 2). For
this project, we used a smaller sound system (playing the same
male Saw-whet territorial vocalization on a continuous loop) and
three nets. An area within a white pine plantation was chosen to
establish the net array and sound system. We had the nets open
and the sound system on between 7 and 11 pm and net checks
were performed every hour. Because we did not have access to
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Figure 1. Number of owls handled across 19 trapping nights at Ruthven Park (2015).

the nature centre to take shelter in, we waited outside, sitting on
a park bench trying to stay warm and pass the hour between net
checks. Some nights were beautiful with a canopy of stars and

foreign retrap previously banded in Minnesota, USA on October
22, 2013! The second retrap visited us on November 2nd and
had been banded at Ruthven Park Banding Station on October
25th, 2015.

Thanks to Ruthven Park National Historic
Site and to the many volunteers who helped
make this a great season. To Rick Ludkin
(head bander), for his help banding owls by
night and running the migration monitoring
program at Ruthven by day. Thanks to him,
the pilot owl banding project at Taquanyah
was successful. Thanks also to the Grand River
Conservation Authority, and to Duane Brown,
Resource Interpreter, for their support with the
pilot project at Taquanyah Conservation Area.
Everyone loves to see owls up-close and this
was evident on a couple evenings when we had
Figure 2. Number of owls handled across five trapping nights at Taquanyah Conservation Area (2015). well over 25 visitors to the Banding Station.
Special thanks to Irene and Bob Fotheringham
different sounds coming from the wetlands. Of the 12 Northern who were there on many of the busier evenings to help. Irene
Saw-whet Owls handled, 10 owls were banded and two were would always bring enough baked goods, food, and coffee to feed
retraps. The first owl that was caught on October 17th was a the many visitors and to keep the banding crew going late into the
night. They helped to make any evening fun and Bob captured
some great photos of the owls again this year. Overall, there were
over 100 visitors to the Ruthven
Park Banding Station for the
owl banding season.
The starlit nights are a sight to
see and are often filled with the
sounds of Great Horned Owls
or yipping coyotes; however, the
highlight of any banding night
is seeing a beautiful Northern
Saw-whet Owl in the hand.

Northern Saw-whet Owl at the
Ruthven banding lab - photo Bob
Fotheringham.

Northern Saw-whet Owl at Ruthven Park, 15 October 2013 - photo Bob
Fotheringham.
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Member Profile – Daphne Payne
by Elaine Serena

I

t was January this year, when Daphne and I were out birding
with our friends and I happened to mention that we were
planning a winter break in Nicaragua. “ Oh, that’s where I jumped
ship” she said, to my great surprise, and proceeded to tell us more
of this adventure. Fascinated by this drama, I asked her if I could
share more of her life stories with our friends in the HNC.

Daphne was born in Toronto, and lived most of the first 45 years
of her life in and around the city. Her mother introduced her to
birding at a young age, and she inherited a love of sailing from her
father, a longtime Great Lakes sailor. As a teenager she worked
summers at the CNE, saving up for a dinghy of her own, her father
encouraging her by matching her funds dollar for dollar. She was
up in Muskoka one summer and, needing some extra weight for
a race, signed on a young man as crew. This led on to romance, a
marriage of 26 years and a family of four children, two sons and two
daughters, who with their extended families, are a great joy to her.
Her husband owned a half acre property with a small house
near Glen Major that provided an oasis from the city and much
enjoyment for the family. Nearby, a lawyer from Toronto, Jim
Walker, had bought up many derelict and abandoned farms in
the area after the war and had restored them and reforested the
surrounding lands, renting them out to nature lovers from the
city for weekends. Daphne and her family loved this area for cross
country skiing along the firebreaks in winter and hiking in the
summer. She especially treasured quiet walks here, on her own;
birdwatching in her time off without the children. Sadly none of
them were encouraged to follow her lead, even when old enough
to join her.
The marriage broke up when her youngest son was 14 and she
applied to McMaster School of Nursing as a mature student. She
had little scientific background, having an arts background from
McGill, but had been upgrading this with part time courses at U
of T. She was successful in her application, so moved to Hamilton
and started life over again. She switched to sociology after two
years of nursing and specialized in Gerontology. Earlier in her
marriage, Daphne had worked as a volunteer and eventually
became the assistant manager of volunteers at North York General
Hospital, after a part time position with the Crippled Childrens’
Centre, (now Bloorview), in Toronto. Her experience here and
the contacts she had made, helped her to obtain a position at St.
Peter’s Hospital as Volunteer Manager when she graduated from
McMaster. She worked in this position for 10 years, very much
enjoying her job and the challenges of heading up a group of 250
volunteers, introducing computerized systems and many other
important changes.
When she was not working, Daphne enjoyed hiking the Bruce
Trail, birding and other nature outings with the HNC, and
especially sailing. Eventually she became an instructor at the
Harbour West sailing school in Hamilton. On summer weekends,
when the boat was not in use by the students, she would have
the opportunity of exploring Lake Ontario in this 30 ft. yacht.
The Wood Duck - April, 2016

Her sailing skills, thus honed, were very
useful some years later when government
cutbacks required reduced staffing in the
hospital and she took a few months’ leave
to go ocean sailing.
Daphne Payne, 2
The first voyage was to be foredeck crew
October 2015.
for a Toronto sailor who had a yacht in
Chesapeake Bay. After three weeks of cleaning and refitting the
boat, which had not been used for a long time, they set off to
North Carolina and up the Atlantic coast to New York city. She
then explored the Long Island Sound area as crew on another
boat, before being invited to stay with a delightful and fascinating
lady friend, as her companion, enjoying concerts and exploring
the city, then going on to work for Volunteers for Peace at Baxter
State park. After this she still had time to spare before going back
to work, so next we find her painting a women’s shelter as part of
a multinational team, in Burlington, Vermont! Back at St. Peter’s
she worked for another year, but before long her yearning for the
sea and sailing required another three month leave. This time it
was to sail the Caribbean with a family from Los Angelis and help
home school their two children. After two months the family had
to return home and left her and two other crew members looking
after the boat for the last four weeks in St. Lucia.

As soon as Daphne was eligible for retirement and a pension,
she was off sailing the Caribbean again! This time proposing to
handle the boat for a writer who was researching the history of the
islands. That did not work out, but there were various other sailing
adventures over the next couple of years, including delivering a
boat from Hamilton to Halifax, sailing all around the Gulf of St.
Lawrence and the Bahamas. The very last trip was from Norfolk
Virginia, down the east coast, through the Panama Canal, then
up the west coast as far as Cortina in Nicaragua. By this time she
was finding conditions on the boat unbearable and jumped ship
to return home. This, however, was not so easy, as one needed an
entrance visa to leave the country. However, with the help of other
crew members and kindly local people, she eventually made her
way to Managua and a flight back to Canada.
More recently, still off exploring the world, she has enjoyed
birding trips to Trinidad, Costa Rica, Panama, Grand Manan
and the Magdalen Islands, and Antarctica, with Quest and other
companies. Locally there have been birding car trips with OFO
and memorable HNC trips organized by Bill Lamond to Carden
Alvar in summer and early spring waterfowl outings to Lake Erie,
and winter hawks and owl outings in Haldimand County. She has
led birding hikes for the HNC and the Larks, (our ladies’ birding
group), of which she is a keen member. She has organized several
excursions to Point Pelee and Rondeau for some of the Larks to
experience the amazing bird migration in May and has joined us
many times to visit another favourite destination: the Ruthven
Park Bird Banding Station. Every year she participates in the Baillie
Birdathon in May and recently has been a participant in the RBG
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bird censuses organized by Peter Thoem in spring and fall..
As a volunteer with HNC she has helped Jen Baker with her school
groups and plantings at our HNC Amaolo sanctuary and lent a hand
at social events and fundraisers.
Daphne has a keen appreciation of classical music and is an active
member of her church and choir. She enjoys concerts locally, but also
on musical tours to European cities and in the USA.
Many people do not know that she is a palliative care volunteer and
has quietly helped many people through the difficulties of their illness
and coping with the last few weeks of their lives. Daphne has also
volunteered for Blooms for Africa, a Grandmothers to Grandmothers
Group initiative where they are raising money (by walking) for the
Stephen Lewis Foundation to combat AIDS in Africa.
This adventurous lady is a very special member of the HNC and a
wonderful friend.
Please save the date. The 11th annual Spirit of Red Hill Valley
lecture is on Tuesday, April 5 at 7 p.m. in First Unitarian Church, 170
Dundurn Street South, Hamilton. Our speaker is Gordon Laxer PhD
the founding director and former head of the Parkland Institute and
the author of “After the Sands: Energy and Ecological Security for
Canadians”, that Ralph Nader hails as “a myth-destroying blockbuster
book.” It provides a roadmap to end oil and gas exports and ensure
that all Canadians get sufficient energy in a carbon-constrained future.
Dr Laxer is a socially-engaged public intellectual who has authored or
edited five other books including the award-winning “Open for Business:
The Roots of Foreign Ownership in Canada”.

Snow Geese in Milton on February 3, 2016 - photo Luc Fazio. Ed. note: This pair was part of an unprecedented influx of early
waterfowl into the Hamilton area this winter – spring migrants in the winter-time! The incredible warm weather this winter was the
culprit. No wonder waterfowl and others were confused. Some sample high temperatures this winter at Hamilton Airport: 14.3o C on Dec
11, 16.6oC on Dec 24 (only one day in December with the daytime high below zero!), 10.3oC on Jan 9, 7.3oC on Jan 26, 12.2oC on Jan 31,
16.2oC !!! on Feb 3 (how is this possible? February 3 averages as the coldest day of the year in Hamilton), 13.8oC on Feb 20, 16.6oC!! on Feb
28, and 16oC (at 11:30 p.m.!!!) on Mar 9. Simply incredible.
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Wildflowers in Winter at
Urquhart Butterfly Garden

photos by Michelle Sharp

How many can you identify?
Answers on next page.
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A s t r o n o m y

C o r n e r

Extreme Tides and Mercury at its Best for 2016
by Mario Carr

M

ercury can be a hard planet to see except for a week before
and after April 18. It will be at it’s best for 2016.

On that date, Mercury will be obvious, since it will be at its
highest and brightest point after sunset in the south-western
sky. Normally, Mercury hugs the horizon in the evening sky
making it difficult to see except in early Spring. That’s because the
imaginary plane of the Sun and other planets, called the ecliptic,
is higher in the sky.
The next best time to see the planet is early Fall when the ecliptic
is higher in the morning sky. On April 8 it will be close to a
thin crescent Moon. If you look at Mercury on April 25 with a
telescope, it will appear as a small crescent Moon.
This month, the Full Moon called the Pink Moon will also appear
smaller and less bright than usual on the evening of April 21.
However, on April 7, the New Moon will be closer than usual.
Combined with the fact that the gravitational pull of the Moon
with the Sun are also greatest during Spring, we will see extreme
18.6 year tides along seacoasts on April 9.
Planet Watching
Here are April stargazer events. Most are listed in the Hamilton
Amateur Astronomers calendar.
Venus is still bright but moving lower in the morning sky. Mars

Parking Confusion at Urquhart Butterfly Garden
Some new parking signs have gone up at the Urquhart
Butterfly Garden that are causing some confusion –
AUTHORIZED PARKING ONLY - Unauthorized
vehicles will be tagged and towed away.
Joanna Chapman has clarified the reason for these
signs, as follows: “The signs are to help the Butterfly
Garden! What was happening is that the parking
area was being used by huge transport trucks, and
no space was left for cars. I objected to this very
strongly because the city just paid a huge price to
acquire the land. Those signs had to be erected so
that the trucks could be fined for parking there. It has
been a successful strategy. Visitors to the UBG are
‘authorized’. No one will be tagged and towed. It is a
City lot, purchased for the UBG & Veldhuis site. The
signs are a bit misleading, and I am requesting that
new signs be erected which ban trucks but make
clear that visitors to the UBG & Veldhuis are welcome.
Please put the word out!”
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rises late evening and can be seen all night.
Jupiter can be seen in the evening sky. Saturn
rises late evening and Neptune can be seen in
Mario Carr, April 2010
the eastern dawn sky.
April 13 – First-quarter Moon.

photo from Mario’s blog.

April 15 – Hamilton Amateur Astronomers meeting 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Spectator Building, 44 Frid St., Hamilton. Free admission, door
prizes and everybody is welcome. An optional food bank donation
of non-perishable goods will be collected and appreciated.
April 17 – The Moon is close and two degrees below Jupiter in
the evening sky.
April 21 – The Lyrid meteor shower peaks, unfortunately under
a bright moonlight sky.
April 24 – There will be a wide grouping of the Moon, Mars,
Saturn and Antares after midnight.
April 29 – Last-quarter Moon.
For more information, see the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers
website at www.amateurastronomy.org or call (905) 627-4323.
The club offers a basic astronomy course for members.
Mario Carr is the HAA’s director of publicity and can be reached at
mariocarr@cogeco.ca. Twitter: @MarioCCarr

Answers to identity of winter
plants on previous page.
A – Bee Balm

B – Siberian Iris
C – Canada Goldenrod
D – Purple Coneflower
E – Queen Anne’s Lace
F – Evening Primrose
G – Wild Marjoram
H – Teasel
I – Common Mullein
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HNC Volunteer Appreciation Night - Volunteers are the Roots of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club
by Kimberley Fowler
Volunteers are the roots of strong communities and we believe that the Hamilton Naturalists’
Club is more than a club. We’re a community of people who are passionate about nature and
we’re here to protect it.
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club has been a volunteer-run organization since its inception.
Our volunteers are activists, educators, gardeners, birders, hike leaders, administrators,
financial gurus, labourers, technological wizards, social butterflies, writers, photographers,
artists, scientists, students - the list is long. Every person who volunteers with the HNC plays
an important role in helping the Club continue to positively impact our local environment. HNC Volunteer Director Kimberley Fowler.
National Volunteer Week (April 10 - 16, 2016) is fast approaching and the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club would like to take this opportunity
to show our appreciation to all of our volunteers who so willingly give us one of their most valuable possessions —their time.
Please join us at the Dundas Museum (139 Park Street West) from 7:00-9:00 p.m. on Wednesday April 13th, 2016 for the Hamilton
Naturalists’ Club Volunteer Appreciation Night. We will be hosting an evening of appreciation for the hundreds of volunteers
who make this club possible. The night will include refreshments, speakers, door prizes and an opportunity to meet fellow nature
enthusiasts.
Our volunteers are our Club’s most valuable asset. But it’s not a one-way street. The HNC offers volunteers exciting opportunities
for personal growth, learning, socializing, activism and experience. Whether you’re new to the Club or are a long-standing
member, if you’re interested in joining our dedicated group of volunteers please contact us at HNCVolunteer@gmail.com. We
have a number of volunteer opportunities for which we could use your help.
We hope that many of our members will attend our Volunteer Appreciation Night. Mark your calendars and we’ll see you there!
HNC Volunteer Appreciation Night
Wednesday, April 13th, 2016
7:00-9:00 p.m. at the Dundas Museum, 139 Park Street West, Dundas
To RSVP, or for more information please contact Kimberley Fowler at HNCVolunteer@gmail.com or 647-886-3049.
The Wood Duck - April, 2016
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Nesting Birds at the Urquhart Butterfly Garden in 2015
by Joanna Chapman, photos by Michelle Sharp

L

ast year at the Urquhart Butterfly Garden, we had more
nesting birds that raised their young at the garden than in
previous years. Part of the reason that we know exactly what
was happening on the bird front are the excellent photographs
and “eagle eyes” of Michelle Sharp. Michelle visits the UBG for
an hour or so daily in the early evening throughout the spring,
summer and fall, and she has taken hundreds of wonderful
photos of the many species that inhabit the garden during the
summer months.

Cedar Waxwing fledglings on 18 July.

We had a Cedar Waxwing nest
directly above a path, carefully
hidden in a Russian Olive that
was spotted by HNC member,
Bonnie Kinder. Birds are so
clever, and build their nests
very surreptitiously. This nest
was not noticed until there
were young in the nest. Even
knowing the exact location, it
was still very hard to see.

Michelle Sharp from Media
Productions Services
McMaster website.

Joanna Chapman, 23 April
2005, from Dundas Star photo Craig Campbell.

That covers almost everything except the young Brown-headed
Cowbird raised by a Song Sparrow, with a nest on the canal bank
at the end of the Garden, however even Michelle never managed
to get a photo of it being fed.

We’ve had Gray Catbirds
nesting for several years and last year was no exception. It was
a first year for the Warbling Vireo and we did not spot the nest
until all the leaves had fallen from a small Spicebush. There were
Northern Cardinals and American Robins in the cedar hedge,

Northern Cardinal female and fledgling on 4 October.

and Mourning Doves in the pine tree. There must have been two
American Goldfinch nests, because there certainly seemed to be
two sets of parents and lots of young birds. One of the nests was
in the Buddleia alternifolia and perhaps the second nest was in
one of the Privet bushes.
A pair of Carolina Wrens raised their young in a poorly-pruned
Privet in among twigs and branches not far from the ground. The
young would flit across the paths from shrub to shrub. By the end
of the canal by the garden there were Wood Ducks, and young
Canada Geese as one nest managed to escape the very intensive
yearly egg oiling by the City.
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Fledgling Warbling Vireo (top) on 10 August and fledgling Gray Catbird
(bottom) on 7 August.
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Fledgling Brown-headed Cowbird (left) on 9 July (Song Sparrows were
foster parents) and fledgling Song Sparrow (right) on 23 May.

American Robin fledgling 10 July

We also had a Baltimore Oriole with young, but the youngster was
well fledged when spotted among the mulberries, and may have
come just for the fruit and nested elsewhere. The unsuccessful
nesting was the Tree Swallows, who tried to nest in a nest box
but were constantly harassed by House Sparrows who threw the

Fledgling American Goldfinch on 17 August.

Visitors are not permitted on the raised beds in search of a nest
or other photographic purposes. All photos are taken from the
paths that wind through the garden. We are hoping for a good
year again for butterflies, birds and the many other forms of
wildlife who share the Urquhart Butterfly Garden and we hope
to see you there!

Fledgling Baltimore Oriole and adult male on 2 July.

eggs out, so the Tree Swallows finally stopped trying and nested
elsewhere. The sparrows did not even nest in the box after having
routed their perceived adversary. Missing were the Red-winged
Blackbirds that usually nest in the garden, but maybe there just
was not room for them.

Fledgling Canada Geese on 23
June.
Fledgling Wood Duck on 25 May.

Fledgling Carolina Wren on 22 May.
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The HNC’s Centenary
Although it may sound as if 2019 is a long way off, in reality it will be here before we know it. This will
be a significant year in our Club’s history as we reach our centennial and I, for one, would hope that we
can mark this historic event in some significant ways. I suspect there are very few clubs which can match
such a history and it would be a tremendous shame for us to let the occasion slip by without appropriate
celebrations.….but this is your Club and we need your ideas! What would you like to see the Club do to celebrate 100 years of preserving Nature? I’m sure there are lots of easy-to accomplish things we can commit
to but there may also be some larger undertakings you would like to see happen which will probably take
more planning, more time and, quite possibly, more money. One anonymous idea I received during last
year’s member survey was that we should perhaps try to produce a book on the history and achievements
of the HNC. I think that sounds like a terrific idea but such a project would need to get going very soon if it
were to be completed by our anniversary. So put on your thinking caps, discuss with friends and family, and
let me know your thoughts! Send me your ideas by email, regular mail or by telephone.

Maggie Sims, HNC President

The long-staying Palm Warbler at Sedgewick Park in Oakville, 7 January 2016 - photo Phil Waggett. As a testament to how mild our past
winter was, this bird survived a Hamilton winter as it appeared healthy when seen on 5 March a few days after a major snowstorm. Of course
Sedgewick Park is an anomaly as the sewage treatment plant there provides for fresh hatches of midges to help sustain this warbler and others
that have attempted to over-winter.
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